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1
Dajia hao, wo shi Eileen
KFE4, FL/2 Eileen

Hello everyone, I'm Eileen.

2

Jintian féichang rongxing de yaoqing dao y1 wéi tébié de jiabin
& KA AR EH 3R B — AR5 37 52

Today, | am very honored to have a special guest.

3
Ta yu Taigud xianshéng yi xiéshdéu zdu guo le shi nian de hinyin
il 5 7% e A O 5 T T R RIS

She and her Thai husband have walked hand-in-hand through ten years of marriage,

4
dui kuagué wénhua shénghu6 ydu zhe shénkeé de tihui
Xof it ] SCA A T A B R 2 i 42

and gained a deep understanding of cross-cultural life.

5
Jintian wémen jiang yiqi lai ting ta fénxiang
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A RIATRF AR T i 73 =

Today, we will have her share

6
Zai Zhong Tai kuagud hiinyin zhong yudao de wénhua chayi yu tidozhan
T v 2 5 [ A A SR 3 1) SCA 25 = S Pk

the cultural differences and challenges she encountered in her Chinese-Thai marriage,

7
yiji ta shi rihé yingdui de
DAJ 2 A Am] 556 1)

as well as how she dealt with them.

8
Dajia hao, wd shi Echo
KFE4f, 42 Echo

Hello everyone, I'm Echo.

9
Ranhou wo laizi Zhonggué Sichuan
SRJEFR H H E R

I'm from Sichuan, China,

10
ranhou zai zhébian yijing dingjd shi'ér nian le
NN O AR ERT T AT

and I've been living here (in Chiang Mai) for 12 years.

11
Na ni gén jiushi ni de Taigud xianshéng shi z€nme rénshi de?
TR R B R A VR R 28 1] S A R TE 4 AR ?

So, how did you and your Thai husband meet?

12

W& shi dangcha shi dai zhe haizi lai zhébian péidu

Fod B2 %R R 5

Initially, | came here to accompany my child for his studies.

13
Jiu di-yT gé yué ba zhéxié sudshi mangwan yihou
A H X e T 58 A

Once | wrapped up all the initial chores in the first month,

14
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wo jiu qu da yimaoaqiu
e 297K Bk

| went to play badminton.

15
Zhénghao ydu yT gé Zhonggudé de yimaoqiu qun
TESFA —A> v Y P B ER

There happened to be a Chinese badminton group

16
di-yT ci qu jiu rénshita le
IR AR T

and it was there | met (my husband).

17
Wal! Hao ydu yuanfén
ML R %)

Wow, it must have been fate!

18

Ranhou ta nage shihou haishi y1 gé daxuéshéng
IR 5 IR I e — A KRR

Back then, he was still a university student

19

Di-yT ci de ganjué jiushi

IR 2

and my first impression of him was,

20
zhége rén ta hao ydu limao o
XA A AL LA

"Wow, he is so polite!"

21
Jiushi ta nage limao gén Zhongguo rén de zhézhdng
SR IS F LA R F N1 3 Ao

The politeness he had was different from how Chinese

22
bird da zhaohu a shi bu y1yang de
FERNTHE IR 2 A —FE Y

greet each other, for example.
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23

W& dangshi xinli hai xiang zhe

e R LNy o6

At that time, | even thought to myself:

24

zhége rén ting yéu [imao
XA NHEA AL

"This guy is really polite,

25

jiushi rén zhang de chdu le yidian
R AKSH T

it's just too bad that he is a little ugly."

26

Shi ma?
7
Really?

27
Dui, zhe jiushi di-y1 yinxiang
Xf, e SR

Yes, that was just my first impression.

28
Ranhou houlai jiu dajia zhéngchang da yimaoqiu dao méishénme
IRJE Ja KRR FKIE HATH BB AT 4

After that, we just played badminton together and that was it.

29

Y71 gé Xingqr kénéng jian y1 ci zhéyang

—A> B AT RE W — O A

We would see each other maybe once a week.

30

W6 jit juéde ai
AL

| just felt:

31
zhége haizi ta hao qinfen
AT 8 by

"This kid is so hardworking
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32
ranhou you hén yduqu
IR 5 XARA R

and fun!"

33
Ranhou wo érzi yé hén xihuan ta
IR G BAR B A

And my son liked him a lot too.

34

ranhou dajia jiu manman de laiwang de dud le yixie
RIERZ B HARAS 2 T2k

Slowly, we started to hang out more.

35
Dangshi shénme dou ganjué dou meéiydu
I AR A

At that time, | didn't feel anything romantic at all,

36
yinwei dangcha lai de shihou
PRy 24 47) R 1

because when | first came here,

37

wo zhishi xiang zai zheli jiu dai zhe haizi
A X i %1

my only thought was just to stay here with my son

38
dai ta jit zai zhell xuéxi
AR B o)

while he studied.

39
Codnglai dou méi xiang guo shud yao zujian yT gé jiating
MORFER AR 1 1 2] i — R g

| had never thought about starting a (new) family
40

huozhé zénmeyang de

B AR
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or anything else like that.

41
Kénéng wdmen laiwang le you ban nian zudyou
AREFRATRAE TA AL

We had been friends for about half a year,

42
Yikaishi wo shi juéde
— IR B

and at first, | thought,

43

zhége rén z€énme zhéme xihuan haizi yo
XN NELAX ARG

"Why does this person like kids so much?"

44
Jibénshang tiantian dou yao lai zhdao wd haizi wan
FAR ERRAREAR AT T I

He would come to play with my son almost every day.

45
ranhou dao le ydu ban nian
WG E) T AR

Then, after about half a year,

46
wo jiu juéde haoxiang buduijin ya
TR AT LG AR Fff

| felt that something wasn't quite right.

47
Ta haoxiang bu zhishi weéile haizi lai de
MIFEA RN T 1k

It seemed like he wasn't coming just for my son.

48

Ranhou wo jiu juéde yinweéi jiu kénéng yixié
IR JE PG Ry 5 T] E— L

Then, because of

49
Ziji guanyou de yixié xiangfa
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H O A — 2 Ak

my own traditional mindsets, (I hesitated).

50

Juéde yT shi nianlingcha ya
WAF— AR I

| kept thinking about our age gap

51
ér shi dajia sud chu de jieduan bu yiyang
TRREIAL I BA—FE

and the fact that we were in completely different stages (in life).

52
Ta shi xuéshéng
b2

He was a student,

53
wo shi péidd mama ma
F 2 B ik

and | was just a mom who had moved here to look after her kid's schooling.

54

W6 jiu géi ta shud
Tt thist

So | told him,

55
w0 shud ni dud qu zhao ni tdngxué wan
VLR 2 AR A B

You should hang out with your classmates

56
gén ténglingrén dud wan yT wan
PR [F) % N2 Bi— 3t

and people your own age more.

57
Buyao gén wd zhézhdng lao ayi zai yiqi
NEEERFIE P ] A — 2

Don't waste your time hanging around an old lady like me.

58
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Zhidao ta zhéyang yihou
R A XA DA S

After realizing his intentions,

59
wo jiu manman de jiu ydudian ba ta wang cha tut
FE M S AT KT A A 3

| gradually tried to push him away.

60
Shiyuan ta?
B ?

To distance yourself from him?

61
Bu zénme li ta
NE2F

| didn't really interact with him,

62

Danshi haizi xihuan ta
H2 #2304t

but my kid liked him.

63
W& haizi méitian y1 fangxué dao jiali lai jiu shud
TR B K B R

As soon as my kid came home from school, he would ask:

64
gége jintian za hai méi lai? Gége hai méi lai
RS RUEEROR? HHERK

"Why hasn't gege (older brother) come today?"

65
Ydushihou yaoshi déngbuiji le
AR EAR T

Sometimes if he couldn't wait any longer,

66
jiu hui na dianhua géi ta da, da dianhua qu zhao ta
M FEHRIEAMAT, FTRITERAM

he would pick up the phone and call him.
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67
Houlai wo jiu manman de xiang le yixia
ARSI T —F

Later, the more | thought about it,

68
wd shud nan weéihan nli weijia
UL RIE AL

the more | felt: "We're both single,

69
ta yé méishénme bu kéyi
BB AT LA

so why not?"

70

Dang zhéme gé guannian yixia zhuanbian le yihou
ML E—THAZ T UG

Once that perspective shifted,

71
ranhou jiu xinlitou kénéng jiu song le yixié
IR el O B S T REAAL T — 4

| felt a lot more at ease.

72
Ranhou you ganshang le Shuangshiyt
IRJE SGEE E T A—

Then, the Double Eleven Day came.

73

Na shihou Taiguo rén gishi bu zénme zhidao Shuangshiyt de
T E e ] N SN (B A R — 11

Being Thai, he didn't really know what it was,

74
wo géi ta shud ShuangshiyT shi ge guanggunijié
L T+ — ARy

so | explained to him that it's our Singles' Day (a day for single people).

75
Natian xiawl ta zhénghao zai wdmen jia
R T A IE AR FATR

That afternoon, he happened to be over at my place.
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76
women zai nage wdmen gongyu de dingléu
FATAABAFAT 22 8 (T

We went up to the rooftop of our apartment building,

77
kanwan nage wanxia ya xiyang ya ganjue...
FSEIRAMR I A7 BV IR ..

watching the sunset fade into twilight, just feeling...

78
fanzhéng natian ganjué hén hao
S IEAB RIE AR

In any case, the atmosphere was good.

79
Ranhou dao wanshang ta yao zdu de shihou
ORI G b A 5 1 s

When he was about to leave,

80
ta shud aiyou, zhége guanggunjié
MBI, XA

he said: "Wow, | never expected the two of us

81

meéixiangdao shi zanmen liang gé guanggun shi zai y1qi gud de
BARE R AT A CH R AE— L i

would be spending Singles' Day together."

82
Ranhou wd jiu shud yaobu zanmen jiu bié dang guanggun le
IR UL BN IA AT 01 24 AR T

Then | said: "Well, how about we stop being single?"

83
Ni shuo de?
PRULI?

You said that?
84

Ting hao
HELF
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Nice!

85
Ta yikaishi dou méi mingbai shi shénme yisi
fb—FFIRER I I Rt 5

At first, he didn't even understand what | meant,

86
yinwei kénéng ydudian taran
PN AT REAT RLEAR

because it was a bit sudden.

87
Ranhou ta yixia géi mingbai guolai le
RIEM— NI HEk T

Soon, he realized what | meant

88
ranhou jiu cong natian kaishi wdmen zai yiqi le
RGN RIF LG FATHE—iE T

and from that day on, we were together.

89
Na ni dangshi shi zénme xiang de?
AR 24 )2 (8 2 AH 1 ?

What were you thinking at that time?

90

Zé&nme hui xiangdao shud na ju hua?
22BN A)IE?

What made you think of saying that?

91
Yinweéi wd dangshi jiu xiang de jiushi
PR Ry 324 A AR ) el 2

Because at that time,

92
haishi zhénzhéng de jiushi béi ta dadong
e EAE R e T 3h

| was truly touched by him.

93
yinweéi wo juéde ta shi y1 gé tébié hao de rén
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PR F SRRt 2 — Rl A

| felt he was genuinely a good person.

94

ranhou wo jiu xiang zhe shénme dou kéyi shiyishi ma
G REE H A AT AT — ik

And | figured everything in life is worth a shot,

95
Na wd weishénme jiu bu shi yixia
AF A2 —TF

so why shouldn't | give us a chance?

96
Nianling suan shénme
A4

Age was nothing,

97
Jiu shi yixia ma
it Tk

and | should just go for it.

98
Nianling juti cha dudshao fangbian shué ma?
I HARZE 2 /D07 (B 1 2

Is it okay to tell us what is the age difference?

99

Cha ba sui
ENG
Eight years.

100

Qishi yé bu suan tai da
RSV NCY W
Actually, that's not too big.

101
Dui dui, hai bu suan tai da
XX, EAFRK

Yes, not too big.

102
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Y&u yT gé hén jingya
AR F

There was one very surprising thing.

103

women lid jiu gang zai yiqi
FRATTA A A — 7S

We had only been together

104
jiu kénéng hai bu dao y1 gé xingqrt
AT BB A B> E

for probably less than a week,

105
ta jiu ba ta sudydu zhuan de gian jiu géi wo le
AR A T R Bt Za 7 T

and he already gave me all the money he had earned.

106

ranhou jiu juéde ta zénme zhéyang ne?
IR GG B 2 X ARG ?

| wondered, "Why is he doing this?"

107

W& gén ta cai gang zai yiq
TR At A WA E—

| had only just started dating him,

108

érqié ta haishi gé xuéshéeng
T HAh 38 224

and he was still a student,

109

Ranhou ta you shi gé Taigud rén
ST S e SEEUN

and he's Thai.

110
Jishi shi huayi ta haishi zai Taigué wénhua zhangda de

Bt J AR At ik 2 A 2 L SCAR ORI

Even if he's of Chinese descent, he still grew up in Thai culture.

mandarincorner.org
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111
Dui dui, ranhou ne ta jiu ba qgian jiu dou géi wo le
XX, SRS WEAM I B AR 4 T

Right, he just handed over all his money to me!

112
Dangshi zai yiqi zhthou shénbian de péngyou zhidao ma?
IS 2 5 B ACHE S ?

Did any of your friends know about you two getting together?

113

Bu zhidao
NFIIE

No, they didn't.

114
Kénéng yizhi dao ydu chabudud yT lidang nian yihou
WRE—HEAEAZ WG

It wasn't until probably one or two years later

115
cai gongkai le
FRIFT

that we went public.

116
Na yéu gandao jingya de ma?
HRA JERE A g 7

Were they surprised?

117
Dangshi wo jide gen wo ydu y1 gé
M RACHR KA —A

| remember at that time, there was a mom

118
hén qnjin de yT gé yé shi péidu mama
R — L2 R A I

who was very close to me,

119

gén wo zhu tong yT gé gongyu
PRFCAE R — 28

and we lived in the same apartment building.
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120
Ta dangshi jiu hén qgiguai shuo
24 ISR AR A PR

She found it very strange and said,

121

Weishénme ni gén ta zai yiqi le?
FA 2R ERABAE— T 7

"Why are you with him?"

122

Yinweéi zai zhé zhigian
PUNAEX Z Hil
Because before this,

123
yoOu yT gé YIngguo rén yizhi zai zhut wo
A—PREEA— BB

there was a British guy who had been pursuing me,

124

danshi wd jiu méi téngyi ma
{EL2 P 15 7] AR

but | didn't like him.

125

Rénjia nage sishi sui ba
NZHA Y+ 21

That guy was around forty.

126
jiushi dajia nianling pipéi
e RZAF R VT

We were around the same age

127
rénshéng jieduan yé bijiao pipéi
AW Bt BU e VE i

and at a similar state in life.
128

ranhou nage rén kénding... yao shud lun jingian ya shénme

KGR NEE ... LU SR 4
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In terms of finance and everything else,

129
kénding yao bi ta giang de dud
HE B AR £

he was definitely much better than (my husband).

130
Ta haishi gé xuésheng
fthid 2 A

He was still a student.

131

Dui, weéishénme bu gén ta zai yiqi?

Xt A A B ?

Right! "Why didn't you choose (the British guy),

132

Ranhou ni gén zhéme gé xuésheng zai yiqi
RIGVRERIX 22 A A — ik

and why are you with a student?" (My friend asked me)

133
W& shud ydushihou jiu yduxié dongxi
FRULAT IR AT LA 7Y

| said that sometimes, there are some things

134

ta jiushi shudbuqging daobuming de
B WA THEAR

you just can't explain.

135
Houmian jiu gén fumu shud le, shi ba?
JET SRR AR T, 2 ?

Later, the parents were told about this, right?

136
Ta jiu gén fumu shud le
PR SRR

He told his parents

137
fumu kénéng di-y1 shijian haishi jiushi bunéng jiéshou
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ACEET] B SR — IR IR R 2 AN RE 2
and at the beginning, they couldn't accep me

138

yinweéi fumu haishi [do yT béi huarén de zhézhdng xiangfa

PR SCBRIL J2 e —FE AR N IR R AR

because the parents still held the traditional views of the older generation of overseas
Chinese.

139

Dan haozai tamen dou shi jidatu
EAF AR T 2 F A

But luckily, they are all Christians,

140
kénéng jiu juéde yiqié dou shi shangdi de anpai
AR — VIR b i 22k

so they felt that everything is God's arrangement.

141

Ranhou ne ta you juéde kénéng jiu wd de haizi xihuan

IR G et S A5 7T BRI I % 1B

Also, his parents probably thought that since their son liked me,

142
na jiu wod yé jiu génzhe jieshou
AR ML ER A H 32

they should also accept me.

143
Sudyi fumu zhébian ydu fandui, danshi hai bu dud
I CASCREC AT O, (H2 b A%

So there was some opposition from his parents, but it wasn't much,

144
dou méiyéu wo de fumu dud
HRA RIS

definitely not as much as from my own parents.

145
Ni fumu fandui a? | Dui
PRACEEBO M2 1 X

Your parents opposed it? | Yes.
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146

Tamen juéde jiu zuida de jiushi
AT AT R R A 52

The biggest issue was

147
dajia de rénshéng jieduan bu ylyang
REMNA B BA—H:

that we were at different life stages,...

148

Jit danxin ta hui bian

A DR

They worried that he would change (his mind later)?

149
Ta de bianshu tai da le
LR o N

There were just too many uncertainties about him.

150
Danshi wo ba lai le y1 ci yihou
HRFEER T —IRLAG

But after my dad visited us once,

151
ji wdmen yiqi xiangchu le yT duan shijian yihou
FAT—AEARAL T — B[R] DA

and spent some time together,

152
wo ba jiu téngyi le
B =T

he accepted him.

153
W6 ba juéde ai, xiangchu xialai
FEIAFL, MALT R

After some time, my dad felt,

154
zhége xiaohudzi bushi xiang ta xiangxiang zhong de
EAIMK T A ARG Py

this young man isn't like what he thought
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155
ershi lai sui de yT gé xiaohudzi de zhuangtai
ARSI A MRS

a young man in his 20s would be like.

156

Jiu ta néixin haishi hén chéngshu de, shi ba?
AN DI R AR, 2 IE?

He was very mature, right?

157
Ta shi y1 gé& hén maodun de rén
ftbie — MR JERA

He is a very contradictory person,

158
you hén chéngshu you hén youzhi
SUAR B SRS A

both mature and childish at the same time.

159
Ydudian xiang tébié laopai de huarén
A R IE IR AN

He's a bit like an old-fashioned Chinese man.

160
W& ydushihou dou shud ni bi wd ba dou hai wo ba
A AR L R SR IL A

Sometimes | even say, "You act more like a father than my own dad."

161
W06 faxian zai haiwai de huarén
Bk BAENF AN N

I've noticed that for overseas Chinese,

162
tamen de yixié guannian ya
AT — LE R F

some of their thinking
163

yIxi€ chuantdng ya baochi de féichang hao

— BRI R AR T
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and traditions are preserved very well.

164

Xiang biru guo yixié shénme jié

B —se 24y

For example, during certain festivals,

165
tamen jiu hén zhéngzhong de qu gugjié
AT TR AR kb 2y

they take the celebrations very seriously.

166
Shénbian Zhdnggué nilishéng jia g&i Taigud nanshéng de dud bu dud?
S E LA G A RE BN Z A Z?

Are there many Chinese women around you who married Thai men?

167
Duo, bijiao dud
Z, Wz

Yes, quite a lot.

168
W& you yT gé hén hao de péngyou
A —MREFRIH A

| have a very good friend

169
Ta de mdéshi gen wd hé wd xianshéng de méshi jiu hén xiang
IR ER AN S E AR

whose relationship is similar to mine and my husband's.

170
Ta laogong zhuiqiu ta de shihou ta jiu lai wén wo shud
2 2 38 SRl %) B g Tt Agh A [V 30

When her husband was pursuing her, she came to ask me,

171

ni shud Taigud rén jieyi nianling ma? Jieyi zhéxié ma?
PRI L AR R 2 A X sent 2

"Do you think Thai people care about age?"

172
W& shud Taigud rén haoxiang bu tai zhuzhong zhéxie
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TRV E N AFRA K H X L

| said Thai people don't seem to focus much on those things;

173

géng zhuzhong ganshou ba
B H I

they care more about feelings.

174
Tamen liang geé jiu ydbnggan de zai yiqi
ATl B O A — 7

Then, the two of them bravely got together.

175
Ydngwangzhigian | Dui
TAEEAT | X

Moving forward courageously. | Right.

176
Nage nanshéng yé shi huayi ma?
TAS B A 2 A g 2

Was that guy also of Chinese descent?

177
Dui, yéshi huayi, bi ta xido de hai dud le
X, HRHEE, Wil MSIEZ T

Yes, and he's much younger than her,

178
bi ta xido shisan si sui le
Hedt /N =% T

about 13 or 14 years younger.

179
Zhénde hao xiang | Dui dui dui
FLEFB | REXERS

Wow, it is very similar to your situation. | Right.

180
Na nin céngjing yé zai jiu guénéi ydu guo hinyin
TR A G 22 At FEl A A A

You had a marriage in China

181
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kénding yé ybu tan guo lian'ai zhéyang
e WA IR AR 2 XA

and definitely had experience dating, (right?)

182
Jit duibi zhe lidang gud de nanshéng ba
SR X 9 ] ) 55 A

Comparing the men from these two countries,

183

ni juéde tamen zai lian'aiguan shangmian
IRBEAS AT T A 2 W T

do you think there are any differences

184
youméiydu shénme chayi?
ABAN 2E7?

in their views on romantic relationships?

185
YTinwei wo shi zai béifang zhangda de ma
B A FARAEALT7 K K Wi

| grew up in the north.

186
Zhonggud nanshéng bijiao damanzizhlyi
T BB R T3 X

Chinese men are relatively chauvinistic,

187
sudyi jtbénshang chuqu bu hui AA
JAEA AL AA

so they never go Dutch with women.

188
Jit yoéuqi shi béifang nanrén
MICHRAE T B A

Especially Northern men.

189
women Xibéi de nanrén
FATVEICRE N

For Northwest men,
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190

ji méiydu zheé hui... AA de zhé hui shi
A XA AA BYX [E] =

there's no such thing as AA (spliting bills).

191

Tamen zai zhé kénéng hui tingshud jiu dajia hui AA
MATHEIX AT RES T UL R K 2 AA

But here (in Thailand), you might hear that couples will go Dutch.

192
Ranhou haiydu jiushi Zhonggud nanshéng ta de bidoda néngli
IR G A e T OB A A Y ik RE

Another (difference) is that when it comes to expressing themselves,

193

jiushi bidoda ginggan de zhége néngli
I RIB N R IX A HE )

especially expressing their feelings,

194
kénéng tamen bijiao néilian yixie
FIREALATT LA N B — 2

Chinese men tend to be a bit more reserved.

195
Danshi Taigué nanshéng kénéng xiangdui laishud
(B2 % ] 55 A W] BEAHDN R

But Thai men, relatively speaking,

196

jiushi hui géng hui bidoda
MRaERRIK

are better at expressing themselves,

197
jiushi géi de gingxu jiazhi hui géi de hén hao
o A I E S AR

meaning they're great at making you feel appreciated and cared for.

198
W6 jiu jide jiu gianbujit shi wé mama lai guo
FRICAF B A e B iR 1t

| remember not long ago, my mother came to visit.
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199
Ta lai guo yihou
Ik A

After she came,

200
gén wo laogong jiu shishizaizai de xiangchu le liang san gé yué
BRFCE ARSI AL TP = H

she spent a solid two to three months with my husband.

201
Ta shud zhéyang de nanshéng zai Zhonggud jtha méiydu
I A Y 5 AR A E L

She said this kind of man you will rarely find in China.

202

Ta yuanyi zhénzhéng de
I HIER

He is genuinely willing

203
jiushi ba ta de sudydu de xiangfa bidoda chalai
A I P AEARIA R

to express all of his thoughts.

204
Ta xinshang ni yéhao
IR F ARt

Whether he admires you,

205
ta ai ni yéhao ta shébudé ni yéhao
fth 2 VR I At B AR A

loves you, can't bear to leave you,

206

b A TRt b

or can't live without you,
207

ta hui bidoda chilai

flix kiR

mandarincorner.org



he will say it out loud.

208
Zhonggud nanrén ta yao...
S DNE

Chinese men need to...

209
ta yao haoxiang zhduzhe nage mianzi ta bu hui shuo
MEE S AR TR Tl A 23

they have to hold onto their pride, so they won't say these things.

210

Ta jiu céng xinli name xinshang ni hud z€énmeyang
AR O BB 2 R AR BB 2K

Even if they deeply appreciate you,

211
ta napa nayang zuo ta yé bu hui nayang shuo
AWM AR A ALt A AP A 33

and show it through their actions, they still won't say it out loud.

212
Sudyi wé mama juéde ta zhége pinzhi tébié kégui
JIT VAT I G 5 A5l 34t S0 1l T 5%

So my mother felt this quality of his is extremely precious.

213

Qishi nlirén haishi bijiao ai ting tianyanmiyu de a
FLS A Nl o O IBE 2 Wl o i i ]

Actually, women still prefer to hear sweet talk, right?

214

Youqi shi zhénxin de ma
JEH & FLL Wi
Especially when it's sincere.

215
Na zai biaoyang yT gé rén de zhége fangmian ba
AL — A N XA D5 TS

So in terms of praising someone,

216
Zhonggud nanrén shi bushi bu tai hui qu shud

mandarincorner.org

25



FEBNZARANREEN

Chinese men aren't really used to saying

217

wo xinshang ni wo ai ni | Dui dui
FIRFARILZAR | RIXS

| admire you or | love you, right? | Right.

218
Zhongguo nanshéng géng dud de shi qu zud
AR T 2 )2 A

Chinese guys tend to show it through actions more.

219
Kénéng Xifang de hé xiang wd xianshéng
A REVE T AR RS AE

Perhaps Westerners, or men like my husband,

220

ta jiu géng dud de qu shud hé zud
bR 2 1Y 25 BRI

will do both, the talk and the walk.

221
Jit shuo de shi y1ding shi géndeshang zuo de
UL R —E e IR A B

| meant, what they do must match what they say.

222
Zhonggud nanshéng jiushi zud de dud shud de shao
Hh L Al R Y 22 1 2

Chinese guys might do a lot for you, but say very little.

223
Zuo de dud yinwei ta zhihouxing tai giang le

U 2 DR e i e A A 1

You do a lot, but because the impact takes time to show...

224
Zhézhong lijié bu y1ding daowei
XA —E B L

People don't always appreciate it when done this way.

225
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W& bu zhidao ni zud zhége shi yinwei ai wo ya | Dui dui

FOAFE R BOX AR A R Z 3 | Xha

She has no idea you're doing all this out of love. | Exactly.

226
Qishi biaoda chilai ting hao de
HAL R RAERF Y

It's actually really good to express how you feel.

227

Ni juéde wéishénme
NnRE YL A

Why do you think

228
jiushi Zhongguo nanshéng bu tai hui biaoda ginggan?
et E B AR R SRR B

Chinese men aren't great at expressing their emotions?

229

W juéde haishi changqt yilai de zhége
ARG SR AR XA

| think it's largely

230
rdjia wénhua yéhao
il R AL G

our long-standing Confucian culture,

231
haiydu shénme nan'ér ydu Iéi bu qing tan yéhao
W25 A HA L

along with notions like "real men don't cry."

232
Jiushi tamen ba nanrén jiu keébanhua le ba
AT B A2 B e T I

Men have been boxed into this rigid stereotype,

233
jil gai biezhe gai rénzhe gai z€nmeyang zénmeyang
MIZNEE R E L E LR E AR

like they're expected to just bottle it up, tough it out, and hold everything in.
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234
Sudyi wo yigian zai guénéi de shihou laoshi xiangzhe
JIt AT DA A ) I e o 22 A8

That's why back when | was in China, | used to think,

235
W& xiabeizi haishi dang nilirén, wd bu dang nanrén
FRETRRYE LN, HAKEAN

"In my next life, I'd still rather be a woman; I'd never want to be a man."

236

Shi ma? Weéishénme?
2 A A7
Really? Why?

237
Yinweéi juéde nanrén hao léi ya
PSR PN S Y

Because | always felt being a man is so exhausting.

238
Jiushi tamen yao jianfu de zérén
RRABANTE R T TEAT:

Just with all the responsibilities they have to carry...

239
Coéng wo ba shénshang, cong wé shénbian de rén shénshang
MNFES I, WNERELHAS L

Seeing it in my dad, and in the men around me,

240
jil juéde tamen... hai you bunéng qingyi shud
WALARMAT]... B SURBERE ) Ui

| felt that... Also, they can't even easily open up about it.

241
jiushi shud chilai y1 shi ta ziji yé bu haoyisi
R PR —fl H A R

For one thing, they'd feel embarrassed to speak up

242
haoxiang pangbian de rén yé bu xiguan
TR 55 1 NABAS 257

and people around them aren't used to
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243
ting y1 gé nanshéeng zai sukl huozhé shi zai baoyuan
Wr—AN 8 A AR IR B AR

hearing a guy vent or complain,

244
huozhé napa jiushi zai zhéngchang de shudo
g WA AR e A T M

even when he's just talking normally.

245
Sudyi wo jiu juéde
JIr AR v 15

So | felt that Chinese men

246

Zhonggud nanrén quéshi shi ta néixin shi bu gqingsong de

o A S Y L e N A Y

never truly feel at ease inside,

247

Na shihou wo jit xiang
AR I AR

and back then, | thought,

248
xiabéizi hai dang niirén bu dang nanrén
TETEL LAY H AN

in my next life, I'd still rather be a woman than a man.

249

Ai, zhége ting bu y1yang de

WL, EAMEA—FERY

Oh, that's quite a different take!

250
Yinwei ni xiang zai wangshang kan a
PN AR BAE R ]

Because if you look online nowadays,
251

xianzai jiushi héndué niixing zai shud

BAER AR 2 Lo PR
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so many women are talking about

252

zhége shéhui bu tai gongping a
EAFEL AN KA

how unfair society is,

253
Haishi nanxing tamen dédao de fuli hui géng dud yidian a
52 5 P A AT TS 30 0 A M) 2 B 22—

and how men enjoy far more perks and privileges,

254
Qishi gén ni ganggang shud de hai ting bu ylyang de
LS ERAR NI M) IR FEA —FEY

which is actually quite the opposite of what you were just saying.

255
W6 yizhi jiu juéde wd hén xingyun ma
Ho— HA A RAR = IZ IR

Well, I've always considered myself very lucky.

256

Sutran zai Zhdénggud
BRTEPE

Even though in China,

257
haishi juéde niishéng shi yT gé rudshi qunti
WG A e — S B

women are still largely seen as the more vulnerable group,

258
Danshi zuowéi wd zhége géti laishud
HR AR

for me personally,

259
wo juéde haishi jiushi xingyun de
e FFE 22 B

I've just been really fortunate.

260
yinwei pangbian de zhoubian de nanshéng déu hén zhaogu wd
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PR oAy 55 0 1) J 0 4 5 AR R

The men around me have always looked out for me.

261
W& juéde wd changdao le zud nlishéng de zhége tiantou
FEAFHEE T T AR AR

| feel like I've really enjoyed the perks of being a woman.

262
danshi zhéngti laishud
{E2 BRI

Overall,

263
wo juéde buguang shi zai Zhongguo
G A RAE T E

| feel it's not just in China,

264
zhénggé shijie
AR

but the entire world

265

haishi juéde haishi nanrén de shijié
Y SRS NGRS

is still very much a man's world.

266

Ni juéde na y1 fangmian néng tixian chdlai zhége ne?
PR BEAF T — J7 T BEAAR L H R X AW

In what ways do you see that the most?

267
Ni kan zhiyeé ba, hdodud zhiyé nilishéng jit bu xing ma
BB, 35 2 Bl 2 AR A TR

Just look at careers—there are so many fields women can't really break into,

268
haiydu wdmen shud de shisu de daodé yuéshu ya
AT FAT T P A8 ) T ) TR

not to mention all the societal expectations and moral standards,

269
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dajia géng dud de qu yaoqit nlishéng yao z&nmeyang
KRR BLMRER LT ELM

where society places far more demands on how a woman should act.

270
Nlishéng jiti tianshéng xialai jiushi liliang xido
AR A TR 1R

Another thing is, women are physically weaker.

271
Haodud buguan shi baoli shijian ya
U2 N R 7T EATTF

Many incidents of violence,

272

haiydu yixié jiushi qiling shijian ya
A — SRR R S If

and cases of bullying,

273
déu shi yinwéi wémen nlishéng tai...
HRE A FRAT LK.

happen simply because we women

274
Tianshéng de liliang tai xiao le
KRR SIBRNT

are physically weaker by nature.

275
Tamen jiu qifu wémen liliang xiao
AR S FRAT] S BN

They prey on us simply because we're physically weaker.

276
Ydushihou wo lao shud shangdi...

AW EHCER B

Sometimes | say,

277
Shangdi yiding shi gé nan de! Ta jiu pianxin nan de
bR B Al OB Y

"God must be a man, because He totally favors men."
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278
Ta zao nan de shihou
b3 5 1) B A

When He created men,

279
ta jiu géi le tamen géng qiangzhuang de tigé
by 7 AT T B iR 0 A A%

He gave them a stronger build

280
géng dud de liliang
HEH &

and more physical strength.

281

sudyi ta jiu ge fangmian dou haishi pianxiang yu nanshéng

Jr DAL 7 T e B i) T 25 2

So across the board, He really favors men in every way.

282
Taigud rén tamen zai bidoda aiyi de shihou
2 [ AT R IR 2 A I

When Thai men express their love,

283
gén Zhongguo nanrén ydéumeéiydu buténg?
R BN B AR 2

are they any different from Chinese men?

284
Yinwéi wd méi jiechu guo qita Taigud rén
FASERLE: 3 SUR R (e SEEUN

Well, | haven't really been around other Thai guys,

285
Jiu zhi jiechu guo wd laogong
UNSEE SISO EAYN

only my husband,

286
Ta ybu y1 dian wo juéde
b — R

but there's one thing about him
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287
geén qita zhigian wo jiechuguo de nan de bu yiyang
SR A 2 Al 1) 5B AR — A

that's really different from any guy I've known before:

288
Ta hén hui sajiao
AR 2 HGF

he really knows how to act cute.

289
Rénjia shué ai sajiao de niirén yéu hdoming
NG UL T 2 NAT Y-

They say women who know how to act cute have all the luck,

290
wo juéde ai sajiao de nanrén yé you haoming
GG ZA ) BN A B

but I think the same goes for men.

291
Shi yInweéi ta bi ni xido ma?
2 Al AR /N 2

Is it because he's younger than you?

292
Jiu ta shi zhéyang de rén
URILPSSECEIIPN

That's just the kind of person he is.

293
Jit bu jinjin shi yiweéi ta bi wo xiao
AU P A Al HE /)

It's not just because he's younger than me;

294
W& kénéng juéde ta gén shéi zai yiqi dou zhéyang
FE AT RE At R YEAE —E AR XA

| feel like he would be this way no matter who he was with,
295

Jiu ta shi zhéyang xinggé de rén

AR XA
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because that's just his personality.

296
Ta ydu shénme dou hui shud

frh fHadf i

He'll say whatever's on his mind.

297
Ta yao juéde zénmeyang le ta jiu hui sajiao
MEATE 2HE T M AT

If he senses something's off, he'll just act cute.

298
Ranhou ni y1 sdjiao le
RIGUR—HT T

And once he acts cute,

299
ni jit kénéng ni béngzhe jit béngbuzhu le
PRt n] REVRME AWAE T

you just can't stay mad at him.

300
Sudyi wo jide ybéu yT duan shijian wo hai
I AL A — B ] F ik

So | remember for a while,

301
haoxiang géi wo de lidang san gé péngyou shud guo
TR LTI = A S

| even told a few of my (male) friends,

302
wo shud aiya nimen nanrén yaoshi hui sjiao a
FRULIEFURAT] 95 N B2 AT b]

"If you guys just knew how to act cute,

303
Jill zhénde jiushi tianxiawudi le
ERE RN Toi 7

you'd be completely unbeatable."

304
Jit bu hui yéu réenhé wenti le | Dui dui
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A SAHEE T | XSRS

There wouldn't be any problems at all. | Exactly.

305
Yinwei jiu ni buguan zud shénme
PN SRS E AT 4

Because no matter what the guy does,

306
jil haoxiang ganjué hén réngyi jiu yuanliang le
RIS 7 Zy i T

it will be easier to forgive him.

307
NI ting guo Zhongguoé nanshéng sajiao ma?
PRI v 5 A AR 2

Have you ever heard a Chinese guy act cute?

308
Jiu 6u'ér ba
HAE R

Maybe just occasionally.

309
W |aogong sajiao ta jiushi gé changtai
o AT RS

For my husband, acting cute is just a daily routine.

310
Jiushi ni Taigué xiansheng
W VRZE E e A

So does your husband

311

ta hui jingchang gén ni shud wo ai ni ma?
fih > 225 BRAR TR 2 VR 7

often say "l love you"?

312
Jibénshang tiantian shud
B 2N W NI

He says it basically every day.

313
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Ta jiu buyangifan de bidoda ta dui ni de ai
At SRS PRI AT 1 R 5 A 0 R 1) 22

He expresses his love without ever getting tired of it.

314
NI hui ma?
PR3N ?

Do you also do it?

315
Jiu ta shuo de dud, wd yé hui ma
AT Z, FR LK

Since he does it, | do it too.

316
Bénlai nlishéng jit bidoda de hai dué zhe ne
AR L R FIBAIFIE L e

After all, women tend to express these things even more.

317
Zuihou faxian wo dou bidoda bugud ta
I R AR IR A L A

In the end, | found out that he is even better than me, (a woman).

318
Tiantian zaoshang ta yao bao
RRE. F A2

He wants a hug every single morning.

319
Fanzhéng ta méishi gan, ta jiu yao baobao
POEABTFT, Al Eidtiit

He wants a hug all the time.

320
Ranhou ta jiu shud gézhdng bidoda ta ai ni
IR A b bt 2 R

He will use all kinds of words to express his love

321
ta xinshang ni hudzhé zénmeyang
MR TR B2

and admiration towards me.
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322
NI hui juéde fan ma?
USSR YILE Y

Do you ever find it annoying?

323
You de shihou, tai dud le dehua
AIEHE, KZ T

Sometimes if it's too much...

324
Youshihou chaojia hai méi hao de shihou hui fan
A A D BRI ) A 2 S

When we are having an argument and haven't made up yet, it can be annoying.

325
Na qianrén jiushi zai shang yT duan hdnytn zhong
AR BT A b —Bls i

In your previous marriage,

326

ta hui bidaoda ma?

fthxRikng?

would your ex-husband express it?

327
Dui, ta géng dud de jiushi zud
XF, A e

He would show it more through actions.

328
Y&u ting guo ta shud ai ni ma?
A W 35 2 R ?

Did you ever hear him say he loves you?

329

Shud, danshi jiu hén shao
Ui, (AR >

He did say it, but very rarely.

330

Qishi zai zhége fangmian wo jiu juéde
HAAX )7 T A5

In that sense, | feel like
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331

jiu kénéng jiu cht dian kut ma
AT RERIZ 75

they kind of lose out,

332
yinwei zud de zhihduxing tai giang
PR A A i P

because actions have such a delayed reaction.

333
Ni kénéng zu0 shi jian shiging
PRAT BEMC 21

You might have to do ten things

334
ranhou cai 1&ijT dao yT gé bidoda de nage fenliang ba
G A RIRE — A RIR R BT

just to match the weight of saying it once.

335
Sudyi jiushi ni yé kéyi bian shud bian zuoé ma
JIT AR At T AT 3532 50K

So why not do both at once?

336
Jitshi dang ni zhénde ai ta de shihou
SR 24 VR LI 2 b 7 F

When you truly love her,

337
ni jit shud chdlai jiu dud hao ya
PRBIUE A 5 22 g

it's so much better to just say it out loud!

338

W4 juéde jiushi ragud shud Zhongguoé nanshéng zai zhe fangmian
FAEAG A2 AR [ 5 AR X T T

| think if Chinese guys

339
dud jiayou yidian
Z i — s
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could just step it up a bit here,

340
jit hén... shéng héndud gongfu
WMAR... ARZIR

it would save so much trouble,

341
Ranhou yé shéng le dajia zhongjian de zhége guochéng
RIGHA TRERIPIEA TR

and spare both sides all that

342
laihui laché de zhége gudchéng
oK [ml Ak X A

back-and-forth and second-guessing.

343

Dangran zhé shi zhénxin de

S SEeSI NN

Assuming it comes from the heart, of course.

344
Yinwei rén hé rén qishi hén mingan de
PR NI SEAR Y

Because people are actually very perceptive.

345

NI zhénxin haishi bu zhénxin
WELIE R E L

Whether you're sincere or not,

346
hén kuai jiushi hén... | Ting de chdlai
RPRMR... | WStk

very quickly... | You can tell.

347
Dou kan de chdlai, ting de chdlai, ganshou de chalai
HEGHE, Uik, Bs2iEHik

Yes, you can see it, hear it, and feel it.

348
Ni juéde zhege liang gud de nanshéng zhijian
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PRBEAFIEA P Y 55 A 2 ]
Do you think men from the two countries

349
zai chuli maodun de shihou, fangshi yduméiyou qabié?
TEAL RPN, 5= A X7

handle conflicts differently?

350
Pubian laishud Taigud nan... Taiguo rén ba buguang shi nanrén
Wk R E B REABAGRE A

Generally speaking, Thai men... well, Thai people in general, not just men,

351
tamen bijiao huibi wenti
AT A ] s )

they tend to avoid problems.

352
Tamen bu tai shiying yu qu chongta, qu chali chongta
AT KIE YT E g, RALPHTE

They're not really comfortable with confrontation or dealing with conflict.

353

Sudyi yidan juéde yuqi bu dui

JIt PA— BLSE3E XY

So once they sense the tone is off,

354
huozhé ydu chongtd de gingkuang xia
s E AR O

or that there's a conflict brewing,

355

tamen jiu hui wang hou tui
ATt 2 EEIR

they'll just back off.

356

Sudyi ni kan Taigud rén tamen

JIT DAV 25 [ A LA

That's why if you look at Thai people,

357
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dajia yizhi dou shi zai lirang yéhao bu an laba yéhao
RE—HH R AEAL LI A Fe W, b

they're always yielding to one another and avoiding honking their horns.

358
yé chixian guo yixié bijiao jiduan de shijian
0 Pt — 2 LB il e Y A

Yet there have also been some pretty extreme incidents,

359
bird an Iaba hui ydu jiu kaigiang ya zénmeyang
FEANHE W\ A s AR I 6 2 b

like honking leading to... someone pulling a gun or something.

360

Shi ma?
7
Really?

361
Jil yinwéi an laba
ERESpSE LN

Because honking

362
jil xiangdangyu shi yT gé chongtu le
WA T — R T

is seen as an outright confrontation,

363
Tamen bu shanyu qu zhéyang de chongtu
AT T 25X R 5

and they're not used to handling that kind of conflict,

364
name ta jiu hui yi hén jiduan de fangshi qu chuli ta
AR 2 A2 AR R i 7 AR AL P e

so they end up reacting in an extreme way.

365

Jiu baofa chidlai | Dui
ve Y i B

They just explode. | Exactly.
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366
Nimen xiangchu de guochéng zhong
PRATTAH AL 1 2 A

Early on in your relationship,

367

y1kaishi de ji nian zhong yduméiydu shénme wénhua chongta?

— IR LAFR oA BOA AT 230 5

were there many cultural clashes?

368
Y&u, yéu héndud
f, A%

Yes, many.

369

Taiguo rén shi néng bu mafan biérén

& E 2 REA BRI

Thai people go out of their way not to bother

370
néng bu darao biérén shi zhéyang
REAFTHUA N XA

or inconvenience anyone.

371
Danshi wo juéde xiangdui wo laishud
H2 AT R L

But compared to that, | feel

372
kénéng wdomen Zhonggué rén laishudo
A REFRATH LK

maybe we Chinese

373

zhége jiu shaowéi cha yidiandian
AR ZE— R

tend to be a bit less mindful of that.

374
Jiu biru y1 dao wanshang
A Eb B — % _E

For example, in the evening,

mandarincorner.org

43



375
ni d6u buyao dao ji dién, ba jit dian
PRERAEEELEL, /U

it doesn't even have to be late, just around eight or nine,

376
ta jiu rang wd shéngyin xido xiao
{1V A AR ANV

he'll tell me to keep my voice down.

377

Qishi wo shudhua
FELR VLTS

To me, I'm just speaking

378

dui wo laishud jiushi zhéngchang de shéngyin
X F K 2 IEH P

at a normal volume,

379

danshi ta jiu juéde ni zai xido yidian

{E2 MR BE AR T/ —

but he always wants me to be even quieter.

380

Ranhou dao waimian jiu bird wdmen yao cheé ting zai nar

SR B ST EE AN BAT T AR L

Or when we're out and trying to park somewhere,

381
yOushihou wo kandao nar méi rén
A I A 2R LA

if | see an empty spot with no one around,

382

W6 jiu zhijié ting xia
ELYINERE SN

I'll just park right there.

383

Ta ne ta hui dud xiang y1 bu

fllgfth = Z 48—
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But he'll always think one step ahead,

384
shud wanyt ydu yT gé ché guolai rénjia hao bu hao diaotéu
Y —H — DL RAF A3k

wondering, "What if a car comes by? Will they have room to turn around

385
rénjia hao bu hao kaobian
NFIFA LA

or pull over?"

386
Tamen géng dud de qu k&olli biérén de ganshou
AT 2 1 2575 N 832

They tend to be so much more considerate of other people.

387
Dui, ta hui dud xiang y1 bu
Xf, ez AH—0

Yes, he always thinks one step ahead.

388
Zai xiang ziji de tongshi ta hui géng shén de zai xiang y1 bu
TR O Y[Rt 2 SR AR — 20

Even when looking out for himself, he'll always consider

389
shud biérén zénme ban
BRI 29

what it's like for others.

390
Dan youshihou wd jiu juéde ydudian guo le
EA IR A Rt T

But sometimes, | feel it's a bit too much.

391
Jiu biru ydushihou xiayu le
AR I N T

Like when it rains,

392
wo yé zhaoji zhe huijia
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ot #F 2 %K

and I'm in a rush to get home,

393
ranhou ta jiu y1lu rang ni man dian
IR i — B L A8 A

he'll keep telling me to slow down,

394
pa yushui jian dao biérén
NI ZK IRE A

worried I'll splash water on pedestrians.

395

Danshi wo zhaoji huijia
H2E K

But I'm in a hurry,

396
yé kandao shi pangbian méiydu rén le ma
WAE R 255 B N T

and there's clearly nobody around!

397
yoOu de shihou jiu wo... wo ziji hui juéde ydudian guod
AR, A S 2EEA s

So sometimes | just feel it's a little bit over the top.

398
Jiushi tai zaihu biérén de ganshou le
o KAET- AWz T

He cares way too much about other people's feelings,

399
ba ziji de ganshou
L H R

and always puts his own feelings

400
dui ta laishud hui fang dao di ér wéi le
XA AR 2 AL T

second.

401
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Xiang wd zhéme ziwd de rén
BIX 2 HEHAN

And for someone as self-centered as me,

402
wo kénding shi ziji de ganshou xian zai di-y1 wei
o E = H O FeAr S —1r

| definitely put my own feelings first

403
ranhou cai shi biérén
RIGA 2RI

before anyone else's.

404
Laoshi ziji zud nage guaiguai de
2 3 OO e ey

He's always playing the accommodating good guy,

405
bu z&nme fahud de, bu zénme baoyuan de nage rén
NELKKE, NELHBRINN

the one who never gets angry and rarely complains.

406
Na shihou yé shi women chaoijia de
FI R At T AT TR B

Back then, that was a huge reason

407
hén zhdngyao de y1 gé yuanyin
RE R —

why we argued so much.

408

Jiushi zhézhdng zhéngchao gudhou
X bl 5

So after an argument,

409
zai chuli zhézhdng maodun de shihou
TEAL TR A7 JE 1) I A

when dealing with conflict,
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410

nimen de chuli fangshi ydu shénme bu ytyang ma?
AT AL FE Ty XA AR —FEG 2

did the two of you handle things differently?

411
Ta yuanyi xian ditéu
bR ARk

He's always willing to back down first.

412
Ta jingchang shud de
b2 VLY

He always says that

413
xian ditéu de nage rén qishi shi ying de rén
SRR RS NS 2 i A

the person who backs down first is the one who truly wins.

414

Shi, quéshi shi zheyang
7, WS

And that's really true!

415
Ta shi chaowan jiu wang le
b2 Wb SE e

With him, he completely lets it go once the fight is over.

416
W shi géi y1 ge taijieé bu xing
T n—anAtr

Whereas with me, one olive branch isn't enough.

417

yao géi y1 gé you yao géi yT ge

B NG

He has to give me another and another,

418
yao géi san si ge taijié cai xia de rén
BH=IUNEIA TN

| need three or four chances to save face before | finally let it drop.
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419

Jit hao mianzi shi ma? | Dui dui
SRR 22 | X

So it's a pride thing? | Yes.

420
N lai péidu
PR 3%

You moved here for your son's schooling

421

shi zai shang yT duan hinyin jiéshu zhthou lai de, shi ba?

se i b —BUSIRAT R 2 ok, Y

after your previous marriage ended, right?

422
Jit duzi guolai? | Shi
P EEE? | 2

Just on your own? | Yes.

423

Na jiushi haizi de fugin dangshi shi yéu
AR % 5 1SR 4 I e

Did the father provide

424
tigong fuyangféi zhexié zhichi de ma?
PR X L SRS 2

child support or any financial help back then?

425
Méiydu, jiushi ta zhigian shi yinwei dibo
BeAT, S bz mie o i

No, none at all. We split up

426
sudyi cai gén ta fenkai
JIr LA B At

because of his gambling.
427

Jiushi ba jiali quan baiguang le

it E AN T
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He completely gambled away everything we had.

428
Ranhou wo jiu daizhe jinydu de y1dian gian
IR G Fei & OO 1 — Uk

So | came here with what little money | had left,

429
jil gang gou péidu de nage shénme, jiao yajin ba haoxiang
NSRRI 2, IR

just barely enough for the guardian visa deposit, or whatever it's called.

430
Haizi de qinshéng fuqin ta yéu tanshiquan de ma?
BT 1R A SR A AL S 2

Does his biological father have visitation rights?

431

Hui jTngchang lai kan haizi ma?
REEREHTY?

Does he come visit his son often?

432
Yigian jiu zui kaishi woémen lai Qingmai de yT liang nian
VARSI T R A TR I A — W 4

In the beginning, for the first year or two after we moved to Chiang Mai,

433
huiqu de shihou ta baba hai jian yixia
[ 5 A s e At 25 28558 WL —

his dad would still see him when we went back,

434
houlai jit bu jian le
JEARFAM T

but eventually, he stopped altogether.

435
W6 érzi shud hai ting hao de
LT VLR HEAF Y

My son actually said it's better this way,

436
Ta de xIn jiu wanwanquanquan de fang zai xianzai...
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it Lot 5e 76 4 4 MU CrE AL ..

because now his heart is completely

437
xianzai xin baba shénshang le
WEEHEES LT

with his new dad.

438
Sudyi wo jiu juéde ydushihou wo laogong
JIT AR 15T I e 2

That's why sometimes | feel,

439
jiu kuazhang dian shud, ta zhénde hén wéida
MK, AEMR AR

to exaggerate a bit, my husband is truly incredible.

440
Ta jiu zhénde shi ba y1 gé haizi de xin ying gudlai
ML EA AL — D 71 O i ok

He completely won over my child's heart.

441

Na shuddao zhége you yao shuddao jiushi

TR XA B E 2

Speaking of which, that brings up another topic:

442
qgishi zai guénéi héndud niixing baoyuan de jiushi
HYAEE R Z L VAR R e

In China, so many women complain

443
Fugin de juésé quewei
SCSRIN AR BB

about absent fathers,

444
Yinwéi women chuantdng hui renwéi nan de zhlwai jiu kéyi le
PN BAME G 2N B AT A T

because traditionally, men are only expected to provide outside the home,

445
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ranhou zhaogu haizi ya bangzhu haizi fidao a
IR PRBA A% 118 45 1) 4% 1500

while raising the kids and helping with homework

446
zhéxié déu shi nlishéng de juésé
IXLER R AR

are seen entirely as the woman's job.

447
Zai Taigud... jiu shuo biéde jiating ba
TEZR L., BRI Z E

In Thailand... | mean among families in general,

448

bu yiding shi zhézhdng Zhong Tai jiating ba
N TE e ik 28 S RE N

not just Chinese-Thai ones,

449

Fugin tamen canyudu gao ma?
SRS 5 g ?

are fathers actively involved (in child care)?

450

Zhéngti laishud, kénéng Taigud baba de canyudu
Bk, "WRREEENSS5E

Overall, Thai fathers seem to be much more

451
yao bi Zhonggud baba de canyudu géng gao
P EEENS S5EE S

involved than Chinese fathers.

452
Kénéng Zhonggud haishi shehui yali tai da
AR R A2 TR R

In China, the pressure is just overwhelming.

453
Gongzuo shijian huilai dou jian budao haizi

AR A [ AR A %1

With the long work hours, they don't even see the kids when they get home.
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454

ni shudé zénme canyu?

W E2Z5Y

How are they supposed to be involved?

455
Déng ta huilai dou yijing shuizhao le | Dui dui dui

SEMLRDRAP RS T | R

By the time they get home, the child is already asleep. | Exactly.

456

Sudyi Taigud jiu fugin de canyudu haishi bijiao gao de
I AZR L AR 2 5 B IE 2 LB = 1Y

So in Thailand, fathers are actually quite involved.

457
Dan xiangdui laishud wo shénbian de yixié gudji jiating
(EURH DX SR 15 B 21 174 — S ] s K Joz

But among the international families around me,

458

jiushi bira Tai Ou ya Tai M&i zhéxié jiating
e RV 4% I LE 5K G2

like Thai-European or Thai-American families,

459
jiushi guéwai de naxié jiating
e FE AR LE 52 BE

or Western families in general,

460
jiu X1fang baba canyu de chéngdu hui géng gao
M EESHNEESER

the Western dads are even more involved.

461
Jibénshang chimén kandao
A LIRS

Whenever you go out,

462
dou shi Xifang baba zai dai haizi
H IRV SN T

it's almost always the Western dads taking care of the kids.
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463

W&o shud wo zhigian de nage you yT gé Yingguo rén ma
FUEF Z B AR A — > B

Like that British guy | mentioned before,

464
wo na shihou chadian dou dongxin xiang gén ta zai yiqi
FRAR I 22 R Bl AR BRAt A —

| was actually so close to getting together with him,

465
jiushi yinweéi ta gén wo érzi wan de tai hao le

W2 R AR LT B K T

just because he got along so amazingly well with my son.

466

Jiushi wo ziji juéde
etk A S

Because personally, | feel that

467
jiushi shud haizi dao y1 gé nianling ji€duan yihou
MR UZ T B — MR B A G

once a boy reaches a certain age,

468
ta xdyao téngxing fumu de péiban
b7 B [ A BR R

he really needs that same-sex parent around.

469
Jit xiang wo érzi yiyang
MR EILT—H

Just like my son,

470
ta xdyao y1 gé nanrén zuo ta de bangyang
TG BB

he needs a man as a role model
471

qu jiao ta yixie guizé, zérén

RH A — LGN, T4
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to teach him about rules, responsibility,

472
hé yixié nanrén de dongxi
A—L8 5 NHYZR 7

and what it truly means to be a man.

473
Nimen jia ji gé haizi?
WZIAN T

How many kids do you have?

474
JityT gé
M

Just one.

475
Women lidang gé yinweéi huaiyun le ji ci
FATHAS P P12 T LIk

We actually got pregnant a few times,

476
danshi dou liuchan le
ERHERR ™ T

but they all ended in miscarriages.

477
Shud qilai zhége yé shi
P R

Speaking of this, there is something

478
tebié ganxié ta de yi dian
R ) L Y — i

I'm especially grateful to him for.

479
Ranhou ybu y1 nian ba
KA —AFIE

There was one year

480
xiang women liang gé shéng haizi zhége xinqing tébié poqié
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AT A T XA DR )
where | desperately wanted to have a baby with him.

481
Kénéng zuida de yuanyin laishud
] BE SR S5t R

The main reasons were,

482
jiushi wo xiang gén ta you y1 gé haizi
R AR — T

| really wanted a child with him,

483
er ne jiushi géi ta de fumu you y1 gé jiaodai
el Aty SRR — AR

and | also wanted to give his parents peace of mind.

484
YTinwei ta fumu tébié xiang yao y1 gé sinzi
PR Ay Al AC BRI AR A>T

His parents really wanted a grandchild,

485

ta you shi tebié ai fumu de rén

i SRRl 2 AL BRI N

and he loves his parents so deeply.

486

W6 jiu ba ta |a dao nage shiguan ying'ér ytyuan
FEAE Rz 2R 2 LB B

So | dragged him to the IVF clinic.

487
ranhou dao ménkou ta bu xiaqu
RGBT AT &

But when we got to the entrance, he wouldn't get out of the car.
488

W6 jiu zai che litou

FoiAe g ok

So in the car,

489
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wo dou kdzhe qiu ta
FRHR I KA

| was in tears begging him,

490
w6 shud wdmen qu zud ma
FRUL AT 2 M

saying, "Let's just go in and do it!

491
buguan zénmeyang women shi
INE B AFEFATIA

Let's at least give it a try.

492
Xing le jit xing, bu xing jit suan le
17 WAT, AT T

If it works, great; if not, then so be it,

493
Haodai women shi guo
U&7 FefiTidad

at least we tried!"

494
Ta jiu bu
A

But he just wouldn't.

495
Weishénme?
HEA?
Why?

496
Ta shuo yigié dou shi shangdi anpai de
fle i — VIR 2 b 2 HR Y

He said everything is in God's hands.

497
Shangdi géi jiu yao
Rt ey

If God gives us one, we'll welcome it;

mandarincorner.org

57



498
Shangdi bu géi jiu buyao
bR R

if not, we won't.

499
Erqié& jiushi ta bushi shud zuishang shudshuo
1117 ELA i A A 2 i E il

And he wasn't just talking, either—

500

Ta shi zhénde zuddao zhe y1 dian le
fibog ELAMENX — i T

he truly lives by (this belief).

501
W6 érzi jiao Niuzai ma
F LTI A= f 70

My son's nickname is Cowboy,

502
na ta you Niuzai y1 ge yé jiu gou le
ARAAT A AF— A% 1

and he said he's completely content with just having him.

503
Jiu ta yijing ba ta dang érzi kandai le
M E A LT ERE T

He already treats him completely as his own son.

504
Zai ta xinlitou jiu méiydu ta shi bushi érzi
Tt O L A e A 2 LT

In his mind, there's no question of whether he's his biological son or not.

505
Ta bénlai jiushi ta érzi
flb AR LT

To him, he simply is his son.

506
Jill zhézhdng xuéyuan guanxi dui ta laishud bushi tai zhongshi
S I % R ROR A 2 KA

Blood ties don't really matter to him?
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507
Jill wanquan bu zhongyao
Moe A E R

They don't matter at all.

508

Na yéye nainai ne?
ARAS A5 Whysme?

What about his parents?

509

Ta duidai ni haizi shi zénmeyang?
MR FRIRZ T2 B ARE?

How are they with your son?

510
Yéye nainai de hua jiu kénéng tamen yao gé de yuan
AT W TR T BEARA T 2R S

They live far away.

511
Yé& bu tai jianmian?
WAL ?

They don't see each other very often?

512

Yéye nainai haishi ydu zhinian

FAE VLA P

But his parents are still really set on having a grandchild;

513
Jiu laoshi zai quan wd |laogong shud yao y1 gé haizi
W RAEAN KL A YN T

they're always pushing my husband to have a child.

514

Ta dou bushi quan ni
MHERAN 2 R

They didn't pressue you.

515

Ni xiang yiban xiang zhézhdng qingkuang xia zai guénéi dehua

PR — P B i L A B A ) 3
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Normally in a situation like this back in China,

516
k&néng géng dud de shi niishéng bu xidng yao le
AREEZ A e WA T

it's usually the woman who doesn't want kids.

517
Ni kan tamen jiushi zhénde hén ziinzhong rén ma
PR ATl i LAY AR 2 A

You see, they're just so respectful of boundaries.

518
wo jiu shud wd gonggong pépo
Tl i e 2 A B

| mean my in-laws.

519
Coénglai méi zai wé miangian shud guo
MR BT T 7T U 2t

They've never brought it up in front of me.

520

ranhou yao shud dou shi géi wo...
KRG B R 4.

They only tell

521
géi wod laogong shud yao y1 gé ziji de haizi
HKPERAWRE—NACHEZT

my husband to have a child of his own,

522
ranhou jiu shibushi de géi ta fa yixié shipin a
IR JE T AN I 45 Al e — SR A1 ]

and from time to time, they'll send him videos,

523

jiushi xiao baobao de shipin a
b edANe e SR E R L]

just cute clips of babies.

524
Fanzhéng tamen lidng gé shi hén xiang dang yéye nainai
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BAEARATPIAS 2 AR AR 2435 45 45 1

Either way, they really want to be grandparents.

525
Nimen suanshi dianxing de jiédilian le

PRI SR I SR A T

You two have a typical age-gap dynamic with the woman being older.

526
Na duiyu jigdilian zhéyang de qinglii
A TR A X AR

What advice would you give

527
ni ydéu shénme jianyi ma?
WA A2 W ?

to couples in this kind of relationship?

528
W zui xiang yodu de jianyi jiushi shud
T ARA 1Y U 2

The biggest piece of advice I'd give is:

529
méi gé rén qu chéngzhang ziji
BMAERKAD

each person needs to focus on their own personal growth.

530

Dang ziji shi wanzhéng de
MHCDRTEEN

When you feel whole within yourself

531
dang ziji chéngzhang de yuélaiyué hao de shihou
2 OB AR B 1 b

and keep becoming a better person,

532
name duifang rugud néng géndeshang ni de jidobu
BB 268 J5 W AR REER_EARIY B2

if your partner can keep pace with you,

533
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name liang gé rén jiu hui chéngzhang de yuélaiyué hao
IR 2T NI 22 A AT R Bl

then both of you will flourish together.

534
Waiijié de zhéxié nianling ya
BN X BEAF e F

External things like age

535
huozhé gudji de zhéxié chayi dou bushi y1iyang
Bl A X S22 AN 2 — A

or nationality are different,

536
Women de xin shi ylyang de
AT Z—

but our hearts are the same.

537
Sudyi jiushi zai xin shang nuli
AR A0 B35 )

So, the real focus should be on inner growth.

538
zai x1in shang nuli dehua
e 155 i

Focusing on inner growth

539

qishi yé kéyi qu shaixuan
Fese L mT A2 %k

actually acts as a natural filter

540
nimen liang gé daodi shi bushi ylyang de rén
AT ISR 2 — A

to see whether you two are truly on the same wavelength.

541
Yinweéi shi yiyang de
PR — AR

Because if you are,
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542
dajia dou shi zhuiqiu xin de pinzhi dehua
RGHR BRI B 1) 1

and you both prioritize inner substance,

543

name nimen jiu hui zai y1 tido daolu shang
AWM TS AE— S H B

then you'll naturally be walking the same path.

544
Rugud dajia zhuiqgiu de shi bu yiyang de
MR RFIBR I A

But if what you value is different,

545

ni zhutqiu shi chéngzhang xinli de zhége pinzhi
PRAB SRR AU HLR 3K A i JBT

say you value inner growth and character,

546
ta zhutqiu de shi shisu yiyi shang de yixi€ dongxi dehua
B SR A AR B B — 2R TE ) 3h

while he's chasing purely superficial or worldly things,

547
ziran'érran jiu féndaoyangbiao le
IR SR TE A7 B T

then you'll naturally part ways.

548

Hao de, na jintian féichang ganxié
BFHY, ARA KRR s

Alright. Thank you so much

549

fénxiang zhéme dud de zhege gushi haiydu jingyan | Xiexie
Ir IR AL XN HFE A ER: | GG

for sharing your story and your insights today. | Thank you.

550

Xiéxie, baibai

s, FEFE

Thank you, bye-bye!
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