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1
Dajia hao, wo shi Eileen.
KFE4E, F2 Eileen.

Hello everyone, I'm Eileen.

2
Jintian ne wdmen qing lai le y1 wéi Shanghai de péngyou | Dui
A RWEFATE R T— 00 LA | X

Today, we are having someone from Shanghai. | Right.

3
ranhou zai Hélan shi dai le érshi dud nian
SRIGHERT == 2 T T 24

He had been living in the Netherlands for over twenty years.

4
Zhege yé shi tongguo yT gé péngyou de péngyou renshi de.
XA — AR AN TR

We got to know each other through a friend of a friend.

5
Sudyi ne jintian wod yé shi xiangyao qing ta lai gén dajia fénxiang yixia
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It AW 4 RIAL R AR B MR R R K = —F

So today I'd like to invite him to share

6
ta zai Hélan shénghud, gongzud de jingli
et 2= AE . . TARRA )

his experiences living and working in the Netherlands.

7

Ranhou xianzai ne ta shi dingja Mangu le zanshi
NG AR 2 E e s 4 1 IS

Currently, he is settled in Bangkok.

8

Dui, zanshi dingju Taigué

X, B e 2

Yes, for now, | am settled in Thailand.

9
Ni shi shénmeshihou yimin qu Hélan de?
VRZAT A HBRS RR AT =1 ?

When did you immigrate to the Netherlands?

10
Y& bushi yimin,
WA,

Actually, it wasn't immigration.

11

wo shi yT kaishi shi qu liuxué, ér ling ling ér nian de shihou.
HR—IrHRR AR, 2002 FRII5E.

| went there to study in 2002.

12
Yinwéi wo shi ér ling ling ling nian kdo de daxué,
A3 /2 2000 4EFH R,

| was admitted to a university (in China) in 2000,

13
ranhou nage zhuanye ne jiu bushi ziji hén xihuan de.
SRR TP IEREA 2 B SRR

and the major | chose wasn't really what | liked.

14
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Ranhou jiu yué du yué méi xingqu
IR JE OB LR 4R

So, the more | studied, the less interested | became.

15
Shang le yT gé xuéqi wa jiu juéding yao chiguo
T A RO S

After just one semester, | decided to go abroad.

16
W36 mama de meimei,
FRAUDUD By o Ik,

My mother's sister,

17
jiushi wo ayi ta shi zai aodaliya, érqié shi qu le hén jit
W TP b @AEBORNE, i H2 % TARA

my aunt was in Australia, and she had been there for a long time.

18
Bénlai shi yT kaishi shi xiang qu aodaliya
AR — R R R A

At first, | wanted to go to Australia.

19
Houlai jiushi feiyong a shénme suan xialai,
JE AR B W A2 558 R,

But after calculating the costs and everything else,

20
gé fangmian suan xialai, haishi Hélan geng réngyi yixié
BITHS TR, MR Ay —u

it turned out that the Netherlands was easier.

21

Erqi& ta zhéngfl nashihou shi ydu xuéféi butié

1117 EL & BURAR I A2 A7 27 2 kbl

Plus, the (Dutch) government provided tuition subsidies back then.

22
Jit guang xuéféi yT nian jiu y1 gian wu
WO — T 1

The tuition fee was only 1,500 euros per year.
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23
Butié wan yihou jiu feichang pianyi
KM SE LAJE LA (B

So, it was very cheap after the subsidies.

24
Yinwéi wo nashihou jide zai Shanghai nage daxué shi wu gian y1 nian.
PR BARIHBE A E_ BRI T—4F.

I remember the university in Shanghai was 5,000 yuan per year.

25

Nage shi yT gian wu duyuan dehua,
HEAS J&— T TLRTTHY I,

1,500 euros,

26
anzhao dangshi huilli y& jit yT wan chatéu yidian
IR W — 7 Sk —

according to the exchange rate at that time, was just a little over 10,000 yuan.

27
Erqié ta y& shi quan Yingwén shangke,
im HE W24 de 3 FiR,

And the classes were all taught in English.

28
lian Hélanrén yé shi yong Yingwén shouké.
P 22 N2 S SOz IR,

Even the Dutch students were taught in English.

29

Na wo dangshi kdoshang le zhége xuéxiao,
ARF N F T IXAAL,

| got admitted to that school,

30
suanshi du jiddian guanli de, jiu du wénke de
RPN E A, SEESCRNY

and | studied hotel management, which is a Humanities major.

31
Erqié wd k&yi zhijié shang bénké
7 HF ] A2 AR

Also, | could directly start my undergraduate studies.
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32
W& na p1 wo jide chabudud ybdu sanshi dud ge rén qu,
FIMIGRTEAZH =T DAL,

| remember there were about thirty students

33
zhiydu si gé rén shi zhijié du bénké.
HAMA N HALBEAFL

and only four of us were able to directly start our undergraduate studies.

34
Erqgié wo du de nage xuéxiao ta shi zai Hélan de zui béimian,
T H IR BRI 2EA B R AE A == 1 e LT,

The school | attended was in the northernmost part of the Netherlands,

35
yT gé jiao Fulistlan de y1 gé difang.
—/ s L 22— T

in a place called Friesland.

36
Jit gén wd yiqi qu de na y1 pr...
ERFE—AE AR IE—IL...

Among the four of us who went together,

37
na si gé rén zhong ybu y1 gé ta ne zai amusttedan you rén rénshi
ARPUAS N A — e B TR AR

one knew someone in Amsterdam.

38
ranhou qu le méidugjit ba, kénéng yT1 liang ge libai
WRIaETERZ AL, aTEE—m L

Not long after we arrived, maybe after a week or two,

39
women jiu ziji zhdo gonggongjiaotong, zud hudché shénme
FATt B CHe I, A KA 4

we figured out how to take public transportation, like trains, by ourselves.
40

Qishi ta nabian li amusttédan hén yuan,
HSTE AR g P AR PR I,
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Actually, Amsterdam was quite far away from where we were.

41
zud hudché yao liang gé dud xidoshi.
AE RZEBEPHASZ2 /N

It would take over two hours by train.

42
Zud hudché ranhou dao amusrtédan,
A KSR I B T TR T

We took the train to Amsterdam,

43
ranhou tonggud péngyou hai jieshao zhoumod dagong de difang
SN IE T AR N 28 R AT L

and through friends, we found weekend jobs.

44

Na nimen dangshi jiushi xuésheng gianzhéng shi kéyi dagong de, shi ba?
AR 24 It 2 AR A W AT LRy, S22

With the student visa, you were allowed to work, right?

45
Héfa dehua y1 gé xingqt zhi rang ni da shi gé xidoshi
EERTE A B LERE T A/

Legally, we were only permitted to work ten hours a week.

46
YTnwéi dou shi Zhonggudrén de 1doban ma,
DR R 2 Bl S R,

But since the bosses were Chinese,

47
sudyi dou shi ta bang shi bang ni ban shi gé xidoshi de xuke,
JIr DAER S AT 2 AR Ip 4>/ N R PR ]

they would help us get the ten-hour permit.

48

danshi fa gdongzi shénme dou shi an xianjin lai zdu
Bk Lo 28 ek ekt

But, since the wages were paid in cash,

49
dou bu zbu yinhang, sudyi jit méi suowéi

mandarincorner.org



Why Did This Chinese Leave Europe After 20 Years Living There?

EAERAT, PrAsti Bl

not through the bank, it didn't really matter (how many hours we worked).

50
Na dao nali jiushi ganggang kaishi de shihou,
R AR FEL A2 W T i e P,

When you first arrived there,

51
yduméiydu shénme bu shiying de wénhua hudzhé huanjing?
A A 2ATE Y SCALECE FREE?

were there any cultural or environmental aspects that you found hard to adapt to?

52

Yé haihao
(URZY 32

It was okay.

53
Yinwéi wo pingshi jiushi...
ISP SE R inE R

Because normally,

54
Pingshi jiushi xingqiyT dao xinggiwu
PNl I — 2 B T

I only (had classes) from Monday to Friday,

55
Erqi& wd xinggiwll shi shangwii
i HFE W T2 B4

and on Fridays,

56
yiban dou zhishi shangwu you ké
— R e EAAATR

I only had morning classes.

57
Xiawd jiusuan you ké yé shang bulido
MEREATRE EAT

Even if there were afternoon classes, | couldn't attend them

58
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yinwéi wd yao zud hudché qu amusttedan dagong
DR R AR K ZE R PR PHT

because | had to take the train to go to Amsterdam to work.

59
Hai yao zud hudché qu? Nimen dangdi meéiydu dagong de jthui ma?
IRBEAE K I AR TS HBAAT TP 2

You had to take the train? Weren't there job opportunities locally?

60
Dangdi dagong jthui féichang shao, jthi meéiydu
LHFT TR AR D, JLPRA

Very few, almost none.

61
Amusitédan jiu jthui bijiao dud, you hén dud...
BRIl 2 iR 2, ARZ ...

In Amsterdam, there were more opportunities. There were many...

62
Yinwéi women dou shi xingqitian wanshang,
PR R AT T 1 B KR L,

On Sunday evenings,

63
jlbénshang zuihou yT ban hudché shangmian
FAR b r—HEk A

on the last train,

64
ni hui faxian you hén dudé Zhonggud liuxuéshéng
W R IAMRZ T E AL

you would often see many Chinese students

65
jiu da wan gong a, ranhou zud na tang hudché huiqu
ST 5E T, SR AR TG Kk el 25

heading back after finishing their work.

66

Na houmian jiushi du le dudshao nian?
RS B2 T 2 /D4E?

How long did you study there?
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67

Qishi wd méiydu si nian du wan
HALFRBA DA 325

| actually didn't finish in four years.

68
Zai dangshi dagong de shihou rénshi nage Zhonggué de laoban,
TE24 AT TR MR GRARAS B AR,

I met a Chinese boss while working part-time,

69

jit changshi le hén dud dongxi.

R TARZ AR,

and | tried many different things (jobs).

70

Sudyi hdoumian you tud... zuihou jiéshu dao ér ling ling jit nian cai jiéshu
FrAJG A ... RISER B — BT IUAFEA 4R

So it got delayed, and | finally graduated in 2009.

71

Qishi zhéngchang yinggai shi ér ling ling liu nian jiu yao jiéshu,
HSER Y% BB E LS,

Actually, | was supposed to graduate in 2006,

72
jiu tud le san nian
Bt 1 = AF

but | delayed it for three years.

73

Na houmian shi z&nme liu xialai de?

R ST e 7B B R R A2

So, how did you end up staying (in the Netherlands)?

74
W jiu shud renshi de nage Zhonggué laoban ma,
FEARBEIN TR IIBA [ 3 MR,

| mentioned that | met a Chinese boss.

75
jiu wd kuaiyao biye de shihou,
LF PR A I,

When | was about to graduate,
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76
ta jiu wén wo shi xiang huiguo fazhan
eI F 2 AL o] [ % Jg

he asked me if | wanted to go back to China

77
haishi xiang liu xialai bang ta zuod nage...
A B R RAABEIRA...

or stay and help him (with his business).

78
Ta yé shi kai jiudian de, na ganghao shi duikdu de zhuanyeé.
et 2 FHRTE R, BBRIE 2R &k

He owned some hotels, which was exactly my field of study.

79
W0 shud yé kéyi liu xialai shishikan, na yao zénme ban a?
FUER AT AR TR EUAE, ABEE A2

So | said: "l could give it a try and stay. But how would that work?"

80
Ta shud hén réngyi ban
IR A2 I

He said it would be easy.

81

Nashihou baokud xianzai kénéng yé haishi ydu
ARt 55 BUAE v BE IS 2

At that time, and probably still now,

82

jiushi ydu y1izhdng jiao gaojishu yimin

HURA — P BRI

there was something called the Highly Skilled Migrant program.

83

Tébié shi ni zai nabian you xuésheng jingli de,

R RAIRTEIR A AL LT,

Especially if you had studied and had a diploma from there,

84

ybu nabian de weénping, na jiu géng réngyi shénging.

AABARICIE, I A5 B .
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it would be even easier to apply.

85
Zhiyao nage laoban kén bang ni chi dao yiding de gongzr,
HEOIAS B FAR B —E R 5T,

The employer needed to offer a certain salary,

86

gishi nage gongzi shi xtiyao bao de yé bijiao gao de.
HIGIA LR TR Rt B Y

which needed to be relatively high.

87

Jitl nage shihou haishi méiydu name gao gongzi de,
SRS g 2 AR 45 LB

Salaries weren't that high back then,

88
danshi ta kéyi bang wo bao nage gongzi,
EZ At n] AR FARABATH,

but my boss could report a higher salary for me,

89
ranhou jiu sidixia zai huan hui yixié géi ta.
IR G HURL I Pk 0] — 2 25t

and then | would return part of it privately.

90
Na ta hai man hao de, zhége ldoban
AR B, XA B

Your boss was nice!

91
Dui, yinwéi wd bang ta dagong yé hén dud nian ma
XF, RS AT T AR 2 4

Yes, because | had worked for him for many years.

92

Ranhou jiu yizhi zai nage jiudian Ii gongzuo?
IR e — EAEAR NP L A2

So, you kept working at that hotel?

93
Yinwéi wo daying bang ta zué man wu nian ma,
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PRI DAy 3 25 L 5 e 596 . 4 WA,

Since | had promised him to work for five years,

94

dao ér ling yT si nian de shihou, wo likai nage...
7] 2014 ARy, F R

by 2014, | left...

95

Nashihou yijing jiao jituan le

AR 2 2 MY ST T

At that time, it had already become a group company.

96
yinwéi ta yijing shi ydu chabudud ydu shi jia...
PoME &R EAZH ...

He had around ten hotels by then.

97
Bushi chabuduo, yijing ydu shi jia jitdian
AeEAZ, CEHTFIEE

Not around, he actually had ten hotels.

98
Houlai wo jiu xiang huan yixia huanjing
Je R I AR — TR

Later, | wanted to have a change

99
Ganghao yé man le nage shijian ma, jiu daying nage laoban
et 7RSI TRI AR, A2 BB~

and it so happened that our agreed time was over, (so | left).

100
w0 jiu ziji chaldi jiu qu zhdo le houlai yT fén shi zud xiaoshou de
Fewl A O R AR T a2 M B

After that, | found another job in sales.

101
YT kaishi shi zud nazhdéng dayinji limian de haocai, haiydu zud déng ju
— G2 BORF T ENHL LR AR, AT R

At first, | was selling printer consumables and lighting fixtures.

102
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Houlai y1 gi nian de shihou kaishi zuo dianshang,
JaAR— L AR R IR LA UL T,

Later in 2017, | started working in e-commerce,

103
zuo xiao jiadian, zud Hélan dianshang.
MU, T 2= LR

selling small household appliances online in the Netherlands.

104

YT gt nian niandi de shihou hai ba wo pai dao Déguo...
— LA IR B A R IR AR .

At the end of 2017, | was sent to Germany...

105
Nashihou Déguo kai le yT gé fengongsr,
AR AR H 7 —A A ],

There was a new branch opening in Germany,

106

hai ba wo pai guoqu zud Dégud féngongsr de fuzérén.
IAEFIR S A 73 2 |l 7 51

and | was appointed as the head of the German branch.

107
Ni juéde Déguoérén gen Hélanrén, Zhongguorén you shénme qubié?
AT EE R 2N, P EAA A X5

Do you think there are differences between Germans, Dutch, and Chinese people?

108
Dégudrén... yinwei wd nage shihou cong wd chabudud kaishi shénging ruji,
EE ... BT I TR 2 2 05 i AR,

Germans... Since | started applying for citizenship

109
jiushi kaishi biyé, jiu changqr liu zai zhé yihou
SUE RS, AR B AEX LS

around the time | graduated and decided to stay long-term,

110
w0 jiu mé&inian chabudud rang wé mama qu Hélan
ERYIREE STV 0T Aei 4 O N T

I would have my mom visit the Netherlands every year.
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111

Baokuo lidng nian wo zai Dégud de shihou, shi rang ta xian dao Hélan,
FFEPAEFACTEE R I, ikt e 3 ey,

Even during the two years | was in Germany, | would have her come to the
Netherlands first,

112
ranhou ba ta jiedao Dégud yigi shénghuo.
R T e 3 o el — e A 45

and then pick her up and take her to Germany to stay with me.

113
Jiti t3 dou gén wd shuo,
Lt AR PR L,

Even she said that

114
ta shudé mingxian Déguorén yao bi Hélanrén 1éngmo yixié | Shi ma?
At 156 B S N BB Ar 22 NV — 4 | 2 nt?

Germans are obviously colder than the Dutch. | Really?

115
Wodmen yduyici cong Dégud kaiché hui Hélan,
FATA — R PEE 2 [l i ==,

Once, we drove from Germany back to the Netherlands,

116

ranhou yT jin dao Hélan bianjing

IR G — IR oy 2= 0 5%

and as soon as we entered the Dutch border,

117
jiu ting zai y1 gé gaosu lupang qu chi maidanglao
SUAE— A e T 55 RN 257

we stopped at a highway rest area to get some McDonald's.

118

Ranhou yT jinqu nage Hélanrén jiushi feéichang réqing de

IR JE—HEFAART 22 N2 R B

As soon as we got in (the restaurant), the Dutch person was very warm and friendly,

119

jiu xiaolian a shénme

SR A2,

mandarincorner.org 14



Why Did This Chinese Leave Europe After 20 Years Living There?

with big smiles and everything.

120
W6 ma shud, ni kan
Fhut, RE

My mom said,

121
NI dou buydng gén wo shud jiu jin Hélan,
PRFRAS R U 22,

you don't even have to tell me that we are in the Netherlands,

122

wo jiu zhidao yijing dao Hélan le.
FAEC AR =T,

| could already tell (by their attitude).

123
Dui, jiu Déguorén jiu zhénde shi bijiao...
Xf, HUEE AR ...

Yes, Germans are really more...

124

Shi nan xiangcht ma?

e MER AL ?

Are they hard to get along with?

125
Y& bushi nan xiangchdu, ta jiushi bijiao IEngmo yidian
WAZHERAL, fsE OB — i

It's not that, but they are just a bit colder.

126
Bugdu yan xiao? | Jiu bijiao gao'ao yidian
AHF R | B H— A

They don't smile as much? | They are more arrogant.

127
Ta jiu juéde ziji géng lidobuqi yidian kénéng shi
fbREuess 3 O AR — M e

Probably, they feel they are superior or something.

128
Na gishi jiushi zudwéi huarén Zhongguorén zai Déguo dehua...
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RSN BN EAFELEE I

So, as a Chinese living in Germany...

129

jit zai duzhou ba hui you... hui juéde ziji shoudao gishi ma?
SRAEOMIE AT .. 23675 1 £ 5 B0 2

or in Europe in general, did you feel discriminated against?

130

Qishi shi kénding you

WAL EH

Discrimination definitely existed.

131

Hélan yijing shi... wo juéde Hélan yinggai suanshi zuih&o de le
FIEE AR TG =N R R T

The Netherlands is probably the best in this regard.

132
Jishi ta xin [imian dui ni ydu qishi,
Rl U BEL TR A4 A,

Even if they do have prejudices,

133
ta bidomianshang haishi bijiao hao.
T Fad s L b

they still act nicely towards you.

134
Bu xiang bira Dégué a, baokud Fagué a jiu zhénde hén kuazhang
AR AR, LR RE W R R 5k

Unlike, for example, Germany or France, where it can be quite obvious.

135
BirGshud ni qu tamen llyou qa,
FE AR At AT TR X

For instance, if you're in a tourist area

136
ni gén ta shud Yingyd, ta tingdeddng
IRERAB ST, M S

and speak English to them, even if they understand,

137
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dan ta dui huilai de yaobu jiu Déyd, yaobu jiu Fayu
BB R SO EE, SRS

they might still respond in German or French.

138
Ta jiu bijido... bushi hén xihuan waiguorén, tébié shi Yazhourén
L ... ARMEWANEN, Fenl @ WA

They don't like foreigners that much, especially Asians.

139
Ni you tiyan ma? Ni ydu zhéyang de tiyan ma?
WA RIS ? VR KRR AR ?

Have you experienced that?

140
W4 haihao, ydude rén jiu hui....
by, AN

It was okay for me, but there were...

141
W6 yduxieé tongxué a shénme
FeAy LE[a] A A2,

Some of my university classmates,

142
tamen jiu feichang bu xihuan zhézhdng bairén, sudwéi bairén de qishi a
MATIEEA I EN,  Frid B B

really disliked white people discriminating against (Chinese).

143
W3 shud yé méiyou... W6 juéde meéiydu shénme
VA ... REBEAT4

| said it wasn't... | don't think it's a big deal.

144
W3 shud ni bijing bushi zai ziji gugjia.
FUARFFEARIE H CE K.

After all, you're not in your own country.

145
NI buyao shud zai duzhou, ni jiusuan zai Shanghai
IRAREGAE R, ARehAAE FifF

It doesn't just happen in Europe, but even in Shanghai.
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146
Shanghai rén hai qishi waidirén ne nage shihou
il NG R A WEARA Hiffige

Even Shanghainese discriminate against people from other (Chinese) regions.

147

W4 shud ni... na néng zénmeban?
FULR... ABBEE 2N

What can you do?

148

Ta zhiyao bu dui ni you rénhé de...
i L BRI AR A AT Y.

As long as they don't...

149
Ta buyao lai yingxiang dao ni | Gongjt xing shénmede
MABE B MENR | BehErAm

affect you... | Attack you or something.

150

Dui, buyao ydugong;ji, buyao yingxiang dao ni
Xf, ANERTGE, AR R

Right, if they don't attack you

151
hudzhé méiydu shénme zhijié de yingxiang
o B 2 BAR RS

or affect you in any direct way,

152
Biru ta shuo ni lidngju, ni jiu rang ta shud ba
Fean i AR A, ARt dne

for example, they just say something bad, just let them say it.

153

na zénmeban ne?

HR 82 TpE?

What else can you do?

154
Ni you ting guo jiushi shud ni de,
AW e AR,

Have you personally heard anything
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155
shud de bijiao nanting de, yinxiang shénké de ma?
YAAFECROENTE),  ENRIREZIANS?

particularly offensive or memorable?

156
Haoxiang y& méiydu, wo shi méiydu péngdao guo yinwéi wo...
FRMBA, FRBA R NI

No, | haven't, because...

157

Ni yé bijiao didiao, shibushi?
BRI, RAZ?
You're pretty low-key, right?

158
Yifangmian bijido didiao,
— 77 I FEB AR,

Partly because I'm low-key,

159
Yifangmian wo gishi shi méiydu tébié duo de qu gen...
— T ISR Z R IR,

and partly because | don't interact

160
you hén dud rén qu jiéchu
AWM NEHA

with a lot of people

161
Zhulyao jiushi zai wo dagong de zhége quanzi Ii, tobngxué de quanzi Ii
FEORAERAT LA T 5, [F2Erg ke B

outside my work and school circles.

162
Zhénzhéng Hélanrén de péngyou jibénshang méi ji gé
BIEf7 22 NI ACEAS 3L

| didn't really have many Dutch friends.
163

Shejiao jiu méiydu wanquan qu gén Helan rén yinwéi wd bushi...

HATHBA e R IR = NP ERAR...
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| didn't really socialized much with the Dutch because I'm not...

164
Ni xidng wd zhéme dud nian zai Hélan,
WRARFX 2 2 A =,

Think about it, in all these years in the Netherlands,

165
cénglaimeéiydu qu guo dama dian
MR Z3d KIFRSE

I’'ve never been to a marijuana shop.

166

Dui, kaféiting, tamen sud shud de shi kaféeiting
DO 1 R (W op =3 [

Right, a coffee shop, as they call it.

167

Tamen jiao coffee shop danshi qishi jiushi dama dian

A1 coffee shop {H 2 S5k 2 KIFRIE

They call it a "coffee shop", but it’s actually a place where you can get marijuana.

168
Ranhou yé méiydu changshi guo dama
Y ER AR ZE T BUDNIN

I've never tried pot.

169
Yici dou méiydu?
—UHRBA?

Not even once?

170

Yé méiydu chang guo nage tamen de naxié du mégu

WBAT S AR AAT AR LT 1

And I've never tried those so-called “magic mushrooms” either.

171
Sudwei de du mogu jiushi limian you nage chéngfén
FIr i ) R 2t gl L T A IR A k2

The so-called magic mushrooms are the ones with (psychoactive) ingredients.

172
Jiushi zhéxié dongxi wé dou méiydu qu...

mandarincorner.org

20



Why Did This Chinese Leave Europe After 20 Years Living There?

S X BRI ATBA 2.

I've never done any of that stuff...

173
Sudyi wo jiu gén tamen méiydu shénme tébié da de gongtdng yuyan
Pt DAFRIERAR T T 54 T AR B R A S [T =

So | didn’t really have much in common with them.

174
ranhou ne jiliba yédian, haoxiang wd shi de chilai yT lidng ci ba
SREWEHIER)E, 4B IREUS ok —mk g

As for bars and nightclubs, | have probably only been to them once or twice,

175
W& dou yijing bu jide shi qu de...
TAEANLEZEM..

and | can’t even remember when | went...

176

Na ni suanshi bijiao zhai ma?
AR 2 LR 2

So you’re pretty much a homebody?

177
Yifangmian bijido zhai, yifangmian wa jiu bijiao pa chao.
—IT R, —Jr E R,

Partly because I'm a homebody, and partly because | hate noisy places.

178

Jit xithuan anjing | Dui
BT | R

You like quietness. | Right.

179

Na ni juéde jiushi Hélanrén gén Zhongguorén zhijian
AR SE AT iy 22 A B AN 2 ]

Do you think there are significant cultural differences

180
yduméiydu hén da de wénhua chayi?
AEA BRI A ZR?

between the Dutch and the Chinese?

181
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Jitshi ni gang qu de shihou
SR AR 2 s fie

When you first arrived there,

182
hudzhé shud ni zai nali dai le zhéme jiti ba
VLRI LA I A A

or after spending so much time there,

183
yduméiydu shénme yinxiang shénké de wénhuachong;ji?
A A2 BREZ R AT ?

did you experience any memorable cultural shocks?

184
Jit Hélanrén jiu zhénde bijiao zhijié yidian
ST =2 ALY FURE LA — o

The Dutch are really direct.

185
Zhége haoxiang hén chiming
XARAR 44

This seems to be a well-known (stereotype).

186
Féichang zhiji€, ydu shénme ta jiu zhimian gén ni shud.
IEFEEE, Aot B R R

They are very straightforward and will just tell you things to your face.

187

Danshi ta méiyou... ta buhui jichdu
{HRALEA . AASIEM

But they don’t hold grudges.

188
Jit shuo chdalai jio hao le, jiu guo le
SR 1, Wl 1

Once it’s said, it's done,

189
ranhou yé bu tai hui fanjiuzhang.
NG AR BIHK.

and they won’t bring it up again.
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190
Zhongguorén de maobing jiushi xihuan jizhu
A B 2 B e

The problem with Chinese is that they tend to remember things.

191

Birushuo you péngdao shénme shiqing, shangci zénme z&énme

Feanit Al R AT 223440, FIREAEA

For example, if something happens again, they might bring up what happened last
time.

192
ranhou zhénde shi yao shuédao shénme dian shang,
RIGE 22 24 8 E,

But when it really needs to be addressed,

193
ta you pa dézui ni a hudézhé shénme, ta you bu shuo
M SR IR RN 5 A4, Al SO

they might be afraid of offending you, so they won't say it.

194

You buhdoyisi shud

SO R

They feel embarrassed to speak up.

195
Ranhou déng ni zdu le yihou, zai béihdu gén lingwai yT gé rén
WRIGEIGE T UG, ERRERASP—TA

After you leave, they might talk to someone else behind your back,

196

ta gang zénme z&nme, jiu zhéyang
HIEAEA, B

saying things like, “He just did this or that.”

197
Zhége Hélanrén xiangdui laishud hdo hén dud
AT =2 AR R UL AR 2

The Dutch are much better in this regard.
198

Erqié ta féichang de zhi,

i HAB AR
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They will be direct with you,

199
ybudeshihou zhi de ni jiushi jieé shoubulido de nazhdng
A IR BARURR LA T BAR

sometimes so direct that you can't stand it.

200

Danshi ta jiushi juéde jit yinggai shi zhéyang
(L2 LA S A Y 1% i A

But they just think that’s the way it should be.

201
Houlai wo xué de wo juéde ziji haoxiang yé yduyixié bijiao zhi
Jrk BT H IR A — R

Later on, | found myself becoming a bit more direct too.

202
Baokud gén Zhongguoreén yiqgi de shihou, ydudeshihou jianghua jiu hui...
AR P E A — R, AR~

Even when I'm with other Chinese, sometimes when | speak...

203
Y&u y1 duan shijian jit hui butai guji bieren de ganshou.
A — BN AR N

There was a period when | didn’t really consider others’ feelings.

204
Jitushi ydu dui Zhongguérén zhijié guo,
WA E N E

Did you ever speak directly to Chinese

205
ranhou duifang hén mingxian ganjué bushdfu de qingkuang ma?
IR 5 AR B SRR AN T i )15 DL 2

and made them feel uncomfortable?

206
Dui, jiushi birushud wd huigud de shihou
XF, e e An T ] [ g e e

Yes, for example, when | went back to China,

207
you jici gén zhigian de daxué tongxué
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AJLKER Z BT R 2[R 2

a few times when | was out with my former college

208
hudzhé gaozhong tébngxué shénme chalai
w3 R AT A R

or high school classmates,

209
yodushihou jianghua shénme
A G2

sometimes when | said something,

210
you jici tamen hai shénzhi dou yijing fanying da dao shuo
A LR AT E AR 28 SO KB

their reactions were so strong that they would say,

211
A? Zhége shi k&yi shud de ma zhijie? Z&nme zhézhdng
W7 XA~ n] AR 47 (B AR

“Wow? Can you really say that so directly?"

212
Dan juti shud shénme wd yijing bu jide le,
BRI 2R EEACHG T,

| don’t remember the specifics,

213

danshi you béi tamen shud chilai guo.
EIR A BT ok

but they did point it out to me.

214

Haiyou yT gé jiushi nabian de rén bijiao kbumeénr, xidoqi
S —ERABAR NHEEBEKTTIL, /M

Another thing is that (Dutch) people are really stingy

215
ranhou hui shéng qian, shi ma? | Ta bushi kbumén xidoqi
RIGREER, —WY? | ARV

and good at saving money, right? | It's not that they are stingy,

216
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ta bijiao hui suan
b LL A 25

they are just more careful with money.

217
Birushuo ta maidongxi,
FEANEAB K2R Y,

For example, when they need to buy something,

218
ta hui qu bijiao buténg de chaoshi shangdian
i 25 FUBOAN [A] Y R T 7R

they will compare different supermarkets or stores,

219
naxié chaoshi zai dazhé
S e T

checking which ones have items on sale.

220
Tébié shi yixié bushi tebié nianqing de
Rl — SR R AR Y

Especially (Dutch) who are not very young,

221
bifang shud sanshi ji sui, sishi ji sui, shénzhi wishi ji sui de nazhdng
i ="1JL%, W+JL%, HE2I+ILE R

maybe in their thirties, forties, or fifties,

222
ni shud ta méi gian, ta bukénéng
el ek, Ml n]BE

you can’t say they don’t have money,

223

Tébié shi gongzuo shijian chang le, ta gongzr yinggai hai ting gao

Fenle TARREH T, Al BTV iZib e

especially after working for a long time, their salaries should be pretty high,

224
Danshi ta jiu hui suan.
EPSiN iR =2

but they just like to deliberate over spending money.
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225

Ta ybu zhége xiguan shi ma?
A XA T 122

It's a habit they have, right?

226

Dui, jit ydu zhége xiguan

XF, A XA AT 15

Yes, they just have this habit.

227

Qishi wo shijian chang le yihdu wo yé hui suan

HFBHK T AR BLH

Actually, after being there for a while, | also became more deliberate in spending
money.

228

W4 yT kaishi hui zai chaoshi mai nage gouwudai

F— IR AL T IAN P42

At first, | would buy shopping bags at the supermarket.

229

Houlai wo kan Hélanrén
JEREBE N

Later, | noticed that the Dutch people

230
Tamen dou shi ziji dai, hai ydude shénzhiyu dai nazhdng bianzhrt dai,
T2 H O, AR BT IR ER,

would bring their own bags, and some even brought woven bags,

231
jiu kéyi ITn géng dud de dongxi.
WU AT BEZ YA

so they could carry more stuff.

232
Jit shéng gé daizi? | Dui, jii shéng daizi
MAENET? | A, AT

Just to save on a bag? | Right.
233

Erqi& ta nabian ydu hén dud yaozhuangdian a hudzhé shud riydongpin dian a

111y FLE AR AT AR 22 2544 S W] 5356 H S ot )
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Also, there are a lot of drugstores or convenient stores there,

234

Ta jibénshang méi gé xingqi, ni dou néng zhaodao
EHEAR AR, (R

and almost every week, you can find

235
mou ylyang dongxi zai dazhé
He—FEARVTEAT I

something that is on sale.

236

ta méi gé xingqr hai hui zai ni de jiali youxiang,

EFN RIS AR K BLHRAE,

"Every week, (the postal service) would leave a stack of flyers

237
ni zhiyao bu tié nage pai, jiushi ni buyao
IR IR, e VRA L

(from businesses) in your mailbox,"

238
ta jiu hui dig yidut name hou de guanggao zhi
bt Z—HEIR 2R 54K

unless you had a sign saying you don’t want them.

239
ni jiu qu zhao
PR 2%

They would leave a stack of flyers this thick

240
nayige chaoshi hudzhé na yi jia dian ta zai dazhé
MR —i s iy W — A A T

and you could look through (those flyers)

241
ni jiu kéyi qu na jia dian qu mai.
PRI AEIBK G 3K

to see which supermarket or store was having a sale,

242
Ta jibénshang zui da de youhui jiushi maiyisongyt
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BEA PRI E K —k—
and then, you could go to that store to shop.

243
W6 juéde zai Zhongguo, kénéng manman dajia tidojian hao le,
AR TE E, TTREE MR R AT T,

The biggest discount was usually buy-one-get-one-free.

244
dou bu tai hui qu suan zhéxie le.
HIA R RFIX BT,

| feel like in China, as people’s living conditions have improved,

245
Jiushi fanzhéng langféi yidian yé méiyduguanxi.
AR SOEIR S — KB KA.

they don’t really bother with these calculations anymore.

246
Yé& ydukénéng wo shi juéde Hélanrén jiushi ta de shijian bijiao dud.
WA A REF R AT == A2 M B R LR 2

It's like, wasting a little bit doesn’t matter.

247
Jiushi ta méiydu name dud yulé huédong
WIRABB AL 24 2 5 AR T Bl

Maybe it's because the Dutch have more free time.

248
W6 méiyou tingshud guo Heélanrén
FBA BT 22 A

They don’t have as many entertainment activities (as we do).

249
xiang Zhongguorén yiyang shénme da majiang a, dapai a
BAEN—FAT ZFTRRRFIN, - FT7 e

I've never heard of the Dutch doing things

250
Tamen zui da de yulé jiushi gén péngyou a, ginqi
AT BRI B B AR BRI AW, SR

like playing mahjong or cards like the Chinese do.

251
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zuo xialai hé dongxi a chifan a
AT SR My 2 P I 1 S5 ]

Their biggest form of entertainment is sitting down with friends or relatives

252
Dui tamen laishuo, chdqu chifan yijing shi...
XHEAIREE, HEIZIREZR...

to have a drink or a meal.

253
Zuidadeyulé le
RRIIIRAR T

For them, going out to eat is already...

254
Y& bushi zui da yulé, jiu yijing suanshi yizhdng yulé xiangmu le.
WARBRARER, MCEE R MR ETH T,

The greatest form of entertainment.

255
Jitl shénme KTV zhéxié yé méiydu shi ba? | Y& méiydu
AT 2 KTV XA 2l | Wik

Well, maybe not the greatest, but it’s already considered a form of entertainment.

256

Tamen pingshi zaijia kénéng jiushi kan gé dianshi.
AT INAEZ T R B A

There aren’t really places like KTV, right? | No.

257

Tamen jiu hén xihuan tanlun yixieé shénme shiqging | Duihua
MATTRAR BRI — L P A | X

Usually at home, they might just watch TV.

258

Tamen jiu xihuan tan, jiu xihuan shud
MATTREE IR, A

They really enjoy discussing things. | Having a conversation.

259

NI qu kai ta de nage dianshijiemu, jThd méi gé pindao
WEFEARA BT H, LT A

They really like to talk about things.
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260
chule naxié xinweén a dianshiju hudzhé dianying,
W I L ] B P AL B LB

If you turn on their TV programs, almost every channel,

261
ta jiushi zai nabian tdolun gézhdnggéyang de timu
B TR E S AR B H

except for the news, TV shows, or movies,

262

taolun zhéngzhi de, tdolun mou y1 gé huati shénme
PHEERER, PR g4

is filled with discussions on various topics:

263
Danshi tamen nali jiushi bijiao zhuzhong,
EUZ AR Bl LT B

politics, a particular issue, and so on.

264
ta buhui qu tdolun mdu yT gé rén si yin
A2 EIHER— AFLE

But they are very mindful

265
Birushuod ni gangcai zhigian birushud caifang biéren
FEAnTE RN A 2 B An i R 5 A

not to discuss someone’s private matters.

266
ni kénéng hui... ni de hdnyin gingkuang a,
AR ... VRAGASARTS DL,

For example, you mentioned earlier about interviewing someone,

267
shénzhiyd nanni péngyou gingkuang a
FL 2T B LA L]

and asked about their marital

268

Zhéxié y1iban tamen dou buhui tan hudzhé shi buhui shénru
XL AN TERA 2R R A RIRA

or relationship status.
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269
Birushuo women xianzai jiao... wd zhi hui gén péngyou shud
FEInit FATIAERL ... TR BRI AU

They generally don't talk about these or dig deeper into these topics.

270
woO yOu yT gé nanpéngyou
Al — T

For example, they will only tell their friends

271

hudzhé ydu yT gé nlipéngyou | Bijiao moéhu de shud, shi ba?
WEH— DA | B, 22

that they have a boyfriend

272
Jits shud yixia, jiu ti yixia
Mui—, g

or a girlfriend. | In a very vague way, right?

273
Ni ragud bu shuo, rénjia buhui zhadong lai wang shén de wen ni
RIRATE,  ANF A2 TR T AR

They will just mention it.

274

birishud nimen shénmeshihou jiéhdn a?
FEANTERAT AT 2 I A S5 U 0] 2

If you don’t bring it up, they won’t press further,

275
Shénmeshihou shéng xidohai? Shénmeshihou... jiu buhui shud
framgie /N AT AR A2 B

and ask: “When are you getting married?”

276

Zai guodneéi zhege shi féichang zhéngchang de huati

TEE XA SRR IR A e

or “When are you having kids?” They won't ask these questions.

277

Dui, dui tamen laishud zhéxié dongxi dou shi shungiziran de

XF, AT X S AR PEARR AR 5 SRR
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In China, these are very normal topics.

278

Wo yé you pengdao hén dud téngshi Hélanrén

FALAT il 2R 2 [a] Ffar 22N

Right. But for them, these things just happen naturally.

279
yibeizi shéng le san gé xidohai le,
—HETET=ANET,

I've met many Dutch colleagues

280
dan lidng gé rén conglaiméi jié guo hun de
(ETHW NI S E30R LD

who have three children,

281
Y& ybu nazhong jié le hun yibéizi dou méi shéng guo xiaohai yé you.
ARG I —3E TS/ N

but they’ve never been married.

282
Jiu fanzhéng gézhdnggéyang de gingkuang
AU IE A P AR D

There are also those who have been married but never had children.

283
dui tamen laishud rénhé gingkuang dou shi zhéngchang de.
XA TR AAT AT AR R IR Y

In any case, every situation

284

Na shuddao zhége jiushi tanlun yinst de shiqing,
AR B XA RS R 21

is considered normal to them.

285
gishi xiang women ganggang jiang de,
HEBRIATNIR TR,

Speaking of discussing private matters,

286
zai guodnéi shi féichang zhéngchang de y1 gé huati,
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TEE N R AR IR R — i,
as we just mentioned,

287
zhangbéi wén women... kénéng wén ni jiehtn méiyou
KIEMIRAT... ATREMREEIS A

these are very normal topics in China.

288
GoOngzud dudshao gian shénmede
TAEZ VA2

Older Chinese might ask you if you're married,

289
ni huigué de shihou tamen hui wén de ma?
AR T T P R fig AT ] 2 e i 2

or how much you earn at work, and so on.

290

Weén shi kénding wén

2 7 1]

Do people ask you these question when you go back to China?

291

Sudyi wd jiu jlbénshang huigud jiu zhtyao jiushi zaijia limian,
JITCAFREELAS |- [l [R50 = Sl 2 A 2K L

Sure they do!

292
jiu butai hui chiqu gén qgita de yixié gingi a shénme, jit hén shao
AR 2 PR HAB ) — 2ESR R A4, iR D

That's why when | go back to China, | mainly stay at home,

293
Jiushi chdqu dehua yé shi gén wo tongbei de, biru bidojié bidomeéi a
e th BRI R BRF FI3E R, F IR AH F AR

and | rarely go out to visit relatives.

294
érgié wo yiban buhui chunjié de shihou
17 H3— A 2B A I

If I do go out, it’s usually with relatives my age, such as my cousins.

295
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Yifangmian guonian de shihou huigud jiu féichang Iéng, Shanghai hén Iéng
—J7 AR G ] AR, RS
Also, | generally don’t go back for the Spring Festival,

296
haiydu jiushi guonian huiqu, ni bushi yao qu naxie...
AR AE R L, IR LR,

because it’s very cold during the Chinese New Year, especially in Shanghai.

297
Zbuqgingi shénmede | Jiu bijiao fan
ESRBAT 2 | W

In addition, when | go back for the New Year, | need to...

298
W4 yiban buhui gudnian de shihou huiqu
A 2 LA A g ] 25

Visit relatives, right? | (Right,) and it's very annoying,

299
Qianmian jiangdao zhége tamen shé&ngqgian zhége shiqing
i TR A AT 14 X A

so | usually don’t go back during the Chinese New Year.

300
Jushuo zai Hélan péngyou zhijian,
PEUAEAT 2= A Z 1],

Earlier, we were talking about how the Dutch like to save money.

301
napa shi flqr zhijian kénéng chiqu chifan dou shi AA de, shi ma?
WM 2 S FEZ TR T RE S R HZ AR 2 AA T, S22

It's said that in the Netherlands, among friends

302

Zhége shi kébanyinxiang ma haishi zhénde?

XA~ 2 B R ik LAY 2

even couples, might go Dutch when they go out for a meal. Is that true?

303
Yinwéi wo méiyou zénme gén Hélanrén chaqu...
PR ERA B AR = N 2.

Is this just a stereotype, or is it really like that?
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304

Yé ydu chi guo jici, shi AA
WAIZLILIR, 72 AA

I haven’t really gone out much with the Dutch...

305
Dan zai nabian de Zhongguorén yiqgi chiqu dehua
{EAEAR Y P 2 25 3%

Actually, | have been out a few times, and they indeed go Dutch.

306

jiu hui bijiao liuxing shi shénme

M AT 4

But when Chinese there go out together,

307

Birushuod zhé can zhé ci wd qing, xiaci jiu huan
FEAnyEX A IR AT, RO

it's more common to take turns paying for the meal.

308
Jit haishi Zhongguorén de zhége fangshi
e E X A5 5

For example, | will pay this time, and next time it will be their turn.

309
Jill Zhonggudrén nage fangshi, yinwéi tamen jiu juéde haoxiang...
A EAIA T, HMBITE T4

It's still the Chinese way.

310

Tai shéngfen le

KA T

Right, because they feel that (going Dutch) will...

311

Dui, haiydu jiushi ni chT shénme, ni bukénéng wanquan chi de
Xf, AR IRIEAT 4, AR RESE N2 RY

Feel too impersonal?

312
Yinwéi Zhongguorén hén xihuan jiushi fénxiang
PR oA v AR B et 2 o 5

Right. Also, when you order something, you may not eat it all by yourself
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313
Na ni buk&néng kongzhi hao fénliang,
ARVRAS T BB il 07 2

and Chinese really like to share food with others.

314

birashud wo zhéli... zhége cai wo cht le sifénzhiyt
Heanid Feax H... XAz Tz —

You can’t really keep track of portions,

315

nage cai wo chi sanfénzhiyt, zhéyang suanqilai jiu hén mafan
WARRNE=0r 2 —, IR AR RIS

for example, | ate a quarter of this dish

316
Tamen zhénde hui zhéyang suan ma?
AT E R SX AR ?

and a third of that dish, it would be too complicated to calculate that.

317

Tamen bushi zhénde hui zhéyang suan, tamen jiu buhui zhéyang chr.
TR REM SR, MMITHA X,

Do (the Dutch) really calculate like that?

318
Tamen dou shi ziji dian ziji, sudyi tamen jiu yé bijiao rongyi qu AA
TR HC R ED, FriMbi it A S 2% AA

No, they just won't order like that.

319

Na tamen AA buhui juéde ganga, shi ma?

ARAATT AA RIS, 2nd?

They just order for themselves, so it's easier to go Dutch.

320
Ta buhui juéde
A 215

Don't they find it awkward about going Dutch?
321

Erqi& tamen shi zhéyang de,

i ELAGA X R,
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They don't.

322
xian y1 gé rén xian ba zhége zhangdan fu le
P NS IR A T

Here’s how it works:

323

Tamen shi yong WhatsApp ma
Hifi 152 H WhatsApp Wi

One person pays the bill first...

324

tamen jiu zai WhatsApp zhége zU limian
AT TEFE WhatsApp X441 B i

Since they use WhatsApp,

325

ta hui shud wo zhége shi duéshao dudshao dudshao
(RS IR SES W EE AoE 2 2

they’ll post in the WhatsApp group,

326

w0 zhége shi dudshao dudshao dudshao
E RS E AU E AUE 2

about how much each person owes,

327
Ranhou nage fu le gian de rén
NGRS T RN

for example, one person ordered this much.

328
hui fa yT gé ta de yinhang zhanghao jit yinhang zhuanzhang
SRR AT IR S SR TR K

Then, the person who paid

329
Houlai kaishi dianzi zhifu

JEAR IR TS A

will send them his bank account so they could transfer money to him.

330
haiyou y1 gé shénme App, zhuanmén yonglai AA de y1 gé App
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A — 2 App, LITHIK AA #I—4> App
Later, with the rise of electronic payments,

331
Jiu fang zai nage limian, ni y1 dian
SURAEARAS BT, AR — A

there’s even an app specifically for splitting bills.

332

ni jiu kéyi zhijieé zhuan dudshao gian géi nage rén,
PRREAT A 35 2 DR N,

You just tap it,

333
jiu xiangdui laishuo fangbian yixié
AT KU 7 (i — L8

and you can transfer the exact amount to that person.

334
Wa, tamen zhénde shi zhéyangzi de?
M, AT ER XA T ?

It's relatively more convenient.

335

Jit zhénde shi zhéyangzi
S 2 AT

Wow, they really do that?!

336

Ni y1 kaishi qu bu xiguan ma?
I IR ZA I BiG?

Yes, they do.

337

W4 yT kaishi y& méiydu z&énme jingchang gén rénjia chaqu chifan a shénme,
F— IR UBA EARHERARK N RIZ A2,

Did you find it hard to get used to this at first?

338
dou shi ziji yigéreén.
#HeHT— A

| didn’t really go out to eat with others that much at the beginning,

339
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Na ni haihdo, k&yi bimian hén dud wénhuachongji
AR, W] DARESRARZ SOkt

| was mostly by myself.

340
Dui dui dui, rdnhou gén Zhongguorén dehua, yiban jiu xiang wo shud de
PR, SRIFER A E AL, —BotR Uiy

That's good because you could avoid a lot of cultural shocks.

341

Huxiang ging | Dui, huxiang ging

AT | X, HAH

Right. Also, when | go out with Chinese, generally, as | said,...

342

Erqi& wo bushi féichang jijiao,
i HFA R AEH T,

Taking turns to pay? | Right.

343
wo juéde zhénde shi péngyou zhijian dehua wiasudwei.
FWAFEI 2 A Z B H) 35 ToHTiE .

In addition, | am not a petty person

344
Qishi wo juéde Zhonggud péngyou dabufen shi zhéyangzi de.
FESLFRAEAT P E I AR ER I3 2 X TR

and | feel that if it's friends, it won't matter.

345
Jiushi fanzhéng ni zhé ci qing de shao fu le dian yé& méiyduguanxi
e SFOEARX IR AT T mAseh K&

Actually, | feel most Chinese friends are like that.

346
Ni zhénde shi péngdao nazhdng hén kbumén de
PR B s Rl B AR FRARAK T T

In any case, if a friend pays less in his/her turn, | won't mind.

347
hudzhé shi jiu wdmen Shanghairén shud Iin buging de rén
BEpsy e A IRRGYNIEEZ NTEIIIN

If | really run into someone who is very stingy
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348

ni jiu buhui gén ta shén jiao

WRA 2 A IR AL

or, as we Shanghainese say, someone who "lin bu ging" (socially insensitive),

349
Jit kénéng zhe yT can jiéshu jiu méiyou le
AU BB — A T

| just won'’t get close to them.

350
Méiyou xia yT can | Jiu méiydu xia yT can le
BAT & | A T8 T

Probably after one meal, that will be it.

351
Dui, ni zhénde hui gén ta yodu xia can de, jibénshang dou hai xing.
XF, REI IR T ER), FA ERETT.

There won'’t be a next meal. | Right.

352
Erqi& wo ziji bénrén bushi zhézhdng hén jijido,
i HF B A N X AR,

If it's someone you have many meals together, they are usually okay.

353

jiushi birushud zhé y1 can shi bijiao hao de, wd qing
e AN — 4 2 LB, I

And personally, I'm not that petty.

354
xia y1 can jiu yiban de, ni ging
R, R

For example, if the meal | pay for is more expensive

355

wo juéde zhé méi sudwei

FRAFIX I

and the next one paid by you is cheaper,

356

W& yé buhui fen de name qingchu, ji de name qingchu
KUARMIBLTERE, B ATERE

I won't mind.
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357
Ranhou tamen jiushi gingké dehua,
IR e AT T R,

| won’t keep such a clear record.

358
jiu jiashé wo jintian shud yao ging ni lai chifan
AUEIR IR 4 R UL EAE VR A NZ IR

Also, when (the Dutch) treats someone...

359
na zhége shibushi morén wo yao fugian
XA A B IN TN B,

For example, if | invite you to a meal,

360
haishi shud tamen jishi shi yaoqing de rén yaoqing ni qu,
b Ul AT R S 80 A BRI 1 2%,

does that mean | need to pay

361

ranhou yé shi AA de?
RIGt2 AATY?

or even if | invited you,

362

Dui, ta bushi shud yaoqing, ta zhishi yué fan
X, AU, i H 22k

we still split the bill?

363
Tiyi qu nali?
WA ?

Yes, it’s not really an invitation to them, they are just suggesting a meal.

364
Tiyi, dui, ta zhishi tiyi qu nar
W, R, Al H R IEREL

Suggesting where to go?
365

Dan ta bing bushi shud wo yao ging ni chifan.

{EAd AR U EHE AR IZ IR
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Yes, suggesting where to go,

366
Yinwéi méiydu shénme liydu ma
PRI oA A -2 5L e

but it's not like they’re saying, “I'm treating you to a meal.”

367
Néng you shénme liyéu?
REA 2B ?

Because there’s no reason for that, right?

368
Shéngri de shihou
A s

What reason could there be?

369
Shéngri de shihou tamen yé ydu liuxing de nazhong,
A= H A I g AT AT R AT RUAR R,

Maybe on someone's birthday.

370
jiushi dajia sudydu qu de rén qing zhége...
MR R BRI NTEXA...

Even on someone's birthday, a common practice there

371
jiu pingfén na zhang zhangdan,
T AR KK B,

is that everyone who goes

372

jit shéngri dangtian nage rén bu chaqian.
AR H 24 AR NA H R

splits the bill

373
Shouxing bu chugian, yé yéu zhézhdng
FFRAMER, WA

excepts for the birthday person.

374
Na y& man yduyisi de.
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IRt A B,

The birthday person doesn't pay. There is this kind of situation too.

375
Na ni dui tamen nabian de yuéhui wénhua ydu lidojié ma?
HEARXHABAT AR R 222 SCIA T 2

That’s quite interesting.

376
Jit gén guonéi de you buylyang ma?
SICHRE Y A A — RN 2

Do you know about their dating culture?

377
Ni shi shuo na fangmian yuehui?
PR MR T T 227

Is it different from what we have in China?

378

Jiu birushuo... Dui, zhége dui yuehui zhége ci
AL R, X AR XA

What kind of dating are you referring to?

379
haoxiang women yé you lijié buytyang, duibudui?
TR FATEAT BEAEA—FE, XEAXS?

For example... Right, it seems like

380
Jiushi woémen de yuéhui jibénshang shi
R ATA2EA L2

we have different understandings of the word “dating,” right?

381
yijing shi nannl péngyou cai hui shud qu yuéhui.
CaRBLUMAAZREAZ.

In our culture, dating usually means

382
Zhé fangmian wo jiu liaojié de bijiao shao
RO TR D

you’re already in a relationship.

383
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Yifangmian wd méiydu... wd haoxiang dui jiushi bairén méi shénme xingqu
— IR BA ... BRI AB A 2458

| don’t really know much about that.

384
Yifangmian ké&néng wénhua chayi shénmede
— 5T W] BESCAL ZE AT A

On the one hand, | don’t really have much interest in white people.

385

érqié Hélan ni zhidao réngaomé&da, niihaizi

1y ELAT AR FE N Sk, LT

Partly it's because of cultural differences,

Note: " A H K" (rén gao ma da) is a Chinese idiom used to describe someone who
is tall and robust, or big and strong. It literally translates to "person tall horse big."

386
Tamen de gézi hén gao?
AT TR = 2

and also, Dutch girls are all tall and strong.

387
Nlhaizi de pingjan shéngao dou zai yT mi g7 shi wii dao yT mi ba
L R U i B2 4157117 E S i 2l AN

They are very tall?

388

Zhéme gao?

XAm?

The average height of women there is between 175 and 180 centimeters.

389

Erqi& dou yT gé zhuang de budélido
1M HAR— M HARAE T

That tall?

390

yinweéi ta congxiao jiushi niunai, nailao shénme zhéxié dongxi
PRI N A3, WA AT A TX e 2R Y

And they’re all pretty strong-built

391

Erqié& tamen jit shudhua you zhi

1T ELA AT T 5375 S
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because they grow up drinking milk, eating cheese and so on.

392
Hén dud rén shoubulido, Zhdnggudrén dehua?
MENZAT, HEARIE?

Also, they are very direct in expressing their opinions.

393

Dui, wd jiu juéde haoxiang gén wo xiangxiang zhong nazhdng buyiyang
Xf, FO AT BT ARG AR R A —FF

A lot of Chinese can’t handle that, right?

394
sudyi jiu meéiyou zai nabian...
Pt DA BEATEAR ...

Yes, so it’s not really what | imagined (a girl to be),

395
Erqgié ne wo shijian chang le yihou wé ji...
i LW I IA) 4 1 LAIGHE...

so | never really...

396
wo faxian ziji haoxiang shi danshén zhuyi zhé
R E SRR S T30,

In addition, as | got older,

397
Jilt méiydu xidng guo tédi, yidingyao giangqiu qu...
A R, — o BRR A

| realized that | embrace being single.

398
Zhao lingyiban shénmede?
o —FAAm?

I never felt the need to force myself to...

399
WO zai Shanghai houlai yé shi
PAE_Ly ok 2

Find a partner?

400
gishi yé&jiushi nabian liuxué rénshi you y1 gé,
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HL R AR B A — 1,
Later in Shanghai...

401
shud de hén yaoh&o de y1 gé& téngxué, nii tdngxué
PRI R — A E 7, LlA

Actually | met a girl during my school years in (the Netherlands),

402
Xianzai y& suanshi mingyishang de nlipéngyou
AR RS L B N

and | was very close to her.

403
Danshi ta gongzuo féichang mang
Hg it TARARR T

Right now, she's considered my girlfriend.

404

W& bushi méici hui Shanghai dou jian de dao
FeA SR AF AL LR DL A5

But she’s very busy with work,

405

Jiu jushaolidud de zhézhdng | En dui
R B Z )& | RS

so we rarely see each other.

406
Ni zhéme jit zai Hélan dehua, yizhi dou hén xiguan ma?
PR3 A AR 22 10, — AR ST g 2

It's more of a long-distance thing? | Right.

407
Jit yduméiyou shénme tébié xiangnian Zhongguo de?
SR BEA T AR AR & P Y 2

During all those years in the Netherlands, were you used to living there?

408

Méiydu xiangnian Zhongguo, dan Hélan ydu gé jiushi tianqi
BAEBSTE, BEfZAMHERA

Was there anything you particularly missed about China?

409
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Léng, shi ba?
2, 2IL?
| didn’t really miss China, but the weather in the Netherlands could be tough.

410
Léng shi yifangmian, ta zhlyao shi féeng da
RRE—JrH, EEREZRK

It's cold?

411
Féng da érqié ta yangguang bu dud
KR HE A Z

Being cold is one thing, but the main issue is the strong winds.

412
Dangran wd yé bu xihuan hén shai
LRI A E ARG

And there’s not much sunshine.

413
Xiang Taigu6 zhéyang hén shai, yé bu xihuan
BAREX ARG, WAEW

Of course, | don't like places that are too sunny either,

414

Danshi ta jiu zhénde shi yintian dud
HREmEN 2 RE

like Thailand.

415
Hui rang ni yinyu ma? | W6 haihdo
SRR ? | Fid by

But in the Netherlands, it's mostly cloudy.

416
Yé you tingshud guo ydu zhéyang de
WA WU A XY

Did it make you feel depressed? | It was alright for me.

417
Jian budao taiyang de rén zhénde jiu...
DA ENIR B N ERYHE...

but I've heard that some people did have this (problem).
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418
Y& bushi wanquan jian budao, danshi ta jiu yintian duo.
WARTEENAL, HRERIIRZ.

People cannot see sun really...

419
Yinwéi wd jide wd nashihou qu Hélan, y1 bén shi géi ni jieéshao
PR FACHFABI R R far 22, — AR BEIRN A

I's not that they never see the sun, but it’s just mostly cloudy.

420
ta shuo Hélan de tiangi kanshangqu jiushi gang xia guo yu,
B RTE LR N T I,

| remember when | first went to the Netherlands, | read a book that described

421
zhéngzai xiayu hudzhé mashang yao xiayd, jiushi zhége tian
IEFE T WEEE S FEN N, st~k

the weather there as always looking like it had just rained,

422
Erqié ta tianqi féichang buwénding, jit féng féichang da
i HERTAFEARE, SRR K

was raining, or was about to rain.

423
yinweéi ta zai daxiyang pangbian
PR BAER YRS

And the weather is very unpredictable, with really strong winds,

424
Jingchang chut nazhoéng yao... women jiao yaoféng
SRR, .. FRATTI IR K

since it's next to the Atlantic Ocean.

425
Wa, na zhénde shi hén kuazhang
HE, AIREMRR S 5K

They often have those “devilish” winds, as (we Chinese) call them.

426
Churt féng de shihou, tébié shi zai dongtian de shihou,
WA I, Rl AR R,

Wow, that was really intense!
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427
ni waimian jiu zhénde shi dai bulido.
RANEEA 2 RA T .

Especially in winter, when the wind is blowing,

428
Houlai kaishi you ché le haihao
JERIT IR % 1 ik b

you really can’t stay outside for long.

429
Y71 kaishi méi ché&, ni chdqu dou shi yao zdu dao bashizhan,
— RS, IR REREEGE S Bk,

Later when | had a car, it felt better.

430

érqgié ta nabian de gonggongjiaotong...

T HEHBH) A~ LA, .

At first, | didn’t have a car, so | had to walk to the bus stop,

431
Amusitédan hai xing
BT AR R P A T

and their public transportation...

432
wo houldi céng ling jit nian jiu ban dao wd houlai zhu
ERIEE INEIR K e E A S

Amsterdam was okay,

433

jiu baokud mai fangzi de nage xido chéngshi
AL SE B T IS/ N

but after 2009, | moved to the small city

434
Ta qu amdusttedan ni yaome zud hudché, yaome zud bashi
B AW R 2 4k, B2

where | eventually bought a house.
435

Ta nage bashi de banci, rugud féigaoféng shijian shi banxidoshi y1 ban.
EARNELRBIR, AR ARSI ]2 /NN —3E.
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To get to Amsterdam from there, you either had to take the train or the bus.

436
Na ni bukénéng zhénghdo dao nabian lai ma
ABARAS ] BELE B 28 12 e Wi

And the bus schedule, if it's off-peak time, is only every half an hour.

437
Ni kénding yao tizdo yidian qu ma
PR e SRR — AR

You can’t expect to arrive just on time, right?

438
Ni tizao qu wanyi péngdao zhézhdng féng hén da, yu hén da de tian,
PRFR LT —RE R A AR, IARRAR,

You have to get there a bit earlier.

439
ni jiu déngyu ni...
PRASE TR, .

If you happen to go on a day with strong winds and heavy rain,

440

Haiyou yT gé jiushi, ganghdo shuddao zhége
E—E, WIS

you’re just...

441

Hélanrén xiayu shénme ta buhui chéngsan de, yinwéi méiydu yong
N T HA 2 AR, B3 M

Also, speaking of this,

442
O, jiushi feng tai da hui chut zdu shi ma?
e, e KRR WGE 2?2

the Dutch don’t use umbrellas when it rains, because it's useless.

443
Dui, ni chéngsan, ni géng bu réngyi zou
XF, RS, AREAR G E

Because the wind is so strong it would just blow the umbrella away?

444
YU da de shihou, nijiu lin, jiu yizhi zhéme lin zhe
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MRHYIHEE, UREEHE, st—EX A

Yes, with an umbrella, it will be even harder to walk.

445
Sudyi you hén dud Hélanrén qishi
It DA R 2y 2 NS

When it rains heavily, you just let it fall on you

446
bushi zhé jinian, shi zhigian hén zao baokud wd qu de nashihou,
AREXIUF, R AR AT a IR,

So, many Dutch people...

447
érshi nian zhigian jiu tingshuod yéu Hélanrén
AR Z BT T =N

Not in recent years, but back when | was there,

448
baokuo kuai tuixit de hudzhé yijing tuixid jiu yimin qu nandu a
A FEPUR R B B 2R MROpA% RS 2 B R

twenty years ago, | heard about Dutch people,

449
Shénzhiyu nage shihou, wd bushi shud wo xidng xian qu aodaliya ma?
FCRTIARAIE, AR U FAR SRR ?

who were close to retirement or already retired, immigrate to Southern Europe.

450
W0 nage aodaliya ayi hai wén wo
FEARAS WA T i ) K,

Even... | mentioned that | initially planned to study in Australia, right?

451
Ta shud &? Ni qu Hélan!
LA SR

My aunt who was in Australia asked me,

452

Ta shud wd zhébian ydu pengdao céng Hélan yimin guolai de,
Gt FRAX ARl B A 22 8 R,

“Why are you going to the Netherlands?”

453
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shud Hélan tiangi hén cha
B R AR

She said she had met people who immigrated from the Netherlands

454
Dagai jiushi, birashud wu liu nian zhthou zai huigud
KA, HEAnd 17N AR 2 J5 Il [

because the weather there is really bad.

455
hui yéu fanxiang de wénhuachongji ma?
S S RSO L ?

When you went back to China, for example, after five or six years,

456
Jiushi huigud zhthou ydu na yixié€ dongxi shi ni bu xiguan de ma?
e [ 2 J5 A W — L8 ZR PR /RN S MR 2

did you experience reverse culture shock?

457
Na tai duo le
BRZ T

Were there any things you were not used to after returning to China?

458

Tdtan xtyan zhéxie weénti
P S ] 3k 4 1) it

So many!

459

Dangran ni bunéng shud 6uzhourén jiu ganjing dao bu tutan, bu xtyan
2 PRARA BEULRIIN AT 2 AR, AN

Like spitting and smoking.

460
Danshi jiu méiydu ganjué xiang guénéi name yanzhong.
EZABA B IR E R4 5.

Of course, you can’t say Europeans never spit or smoke,

461
Y&u yT duan shijian wo huiqu de shihou,
A — BN TA) ] 25 Fry s,

but it doesn’'t seem as common as in China.

mandarincorner.org

53



Why Did This Chinese Leave Europe After 20 Years Living There?

462
jiu buxiang zai dai zai Shanghai.
AR AE L.

There was a time when | went back

463

Yifangmian kongqiwdran, nashihou kongqi...
— Ay, RS

and didn’t want to stay in Shanghai anymore.

464
Xianzai hdo hén dud
MIEEL R Z

On the one hand, there was air pollution,

465
Yifangmian lushang de, ta bushi y1 huan ma
—JT g B, EAS

which has improved a lot now.

466
pld nage shénme shuiguan a, shénme dianxian ru di la shénme naxie
AR 2KE W, A2 B2 AR A2 8 28

On the other hand, in the inner ring of Shanghai,

467

jiu wa de yitahutu

WAZIS—EamliR

the roads were being dug up for laying pipes and burying electrical cables.

468
ranhou zhiyao yi chui féng, yang chén a shénme
g RE—A, W2

It was a mess.

469
hudzhé y1 xiayu jiu quanbu shi naxié nining de lu,
w3 — T A A AR LR T A

Whenever the wind blew, there was dust everywhere,

470
jiu yinxiang féichang cha.
SR ARH 2.

or when it rained, the roads became muddy.
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471
W4 nashihou gang kaishi de shihou,
FAR s 0 W A g e fe,

It left a very bad impression.

472

méici huidao... cong Shanghai huidao amusitédan jichang,
=2/ T N s T e [T SR g IR/

Initially,

473
zbuchl nage féiji de diyt ke,
AR RHLAY S —Z,

every time | returned... from Shanghai to Amsterdam Schiphol Airport,

474
na x1 shangqu de na yikou kongqi dou shi tian de,
AR b AR — 11 23 R 2R,

the moment | stepped off the plane,

475
zhénde yidian dou bu kuazhang
FL— RS 5K

the first breath of air | took felt sweet,

476
Houlai ganjué ouzhdu jiu kaishi ludhou le
Je R BT MM % 5 T

and I’'m not exaggerating at all.

477

Guébnéi baokuo jijian a shénme dou qilai le ma

PN AL HE IR AT A FREL SR 1 AR

Later, | felt that Europe was starting to lag behind.

478
Shanghai nashihou ban shibéhui,
AR I R 2

The infrastructure in China was really taking off.
479

er ling yT ling nian de shihou ban shibdhui,

2010 4EF e dp T 2
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Shanghai was hosting the World Exposition in 2010,

480
ditié taran yixiazi chd le hao dud xian, jiu hén fangbian
HWERIRIR— T T T2, BRI

and suddenly there were many new subway lines, making it very convenient.

481

Dui, xianzai xiangbi ni gang likai de shihou
XF, BAEAT ECARI BT I i

Yes, compared to when you first left,

482
zhénde bianhua hao da de | Dui
BRI | X

the changes were really huge. | Right.

483
Ni zai nabian yé gongzud hén dud nian ma,
PRAEIR 1 TAFAR 2 408,

You worked (in the Netherlands) for many years, right?

484
gongzud wénhua gén zai guonéi de zhége ybdu qubié ma?
AR SCABHRAE FE R XA X3 2

Is the work culture different from what it’s like in China?

485
NI haoxiang y& meéiydu zai gudénéi gongzud | Dui, méiydu zai gudnéi
IR EBAEE N TAE | X, AEEN

It seems that you've never worked in China. | Right, never.

486

Dan wo zhidao zai nabian kénding shi
{EFRFELEAR I E 2

But | know for sure that (in the Netherlands)

487
méiydu jiaban zhézhdng shiqing.
A PR .

there’s no such thing as working overtime.

488
Jiisuan ni zai nabian de Zhonggudrén
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SURARAEARL B LA

Even for the Chinese there,

489
ji wd shangban de nage jiudian,
S HERARMEE,

at the hotel where | worked,

490
w0 jide nashihou jiushi zaoshang yé& méiyou shud daka
AR 2 . BB TR

| remember we didn’t have to clock in the mornings.

491
Wdmen nage shihou shi zaoshang jit dian shangban, wu dian xiaban,
FA VBB R R B IS EBE, TR A,

We started to work at nine and finished at five,

492
zhénde shi zhao jit wan wu
HH 2 U T

a true nine-to-five schedule.

493
Baokuo zhongjian chifan de shijian, shi baokud zai zhége limian de
LG RIZ IR TR, 2 R B Y

That included the lunch break, which was part of the working hours.

494
W0 gén wo nage téngshi, yinwéi wdmen shi zhu zai tdngyt gé chéngshi ma,
FIRFACAF S, AL R — I,

My colleague and I, since we lived in the same city,

495
Women lidng gé jibénshang dou néng baozhéng jiu dian zhigian jin bangongshi
FATPIAEEA EATREPRIE LS Z BTE I A=

could almost always get to the office before nine.

496
Dan zhiyéu wémen lidng gé rén
ERAREATHAN

But it was just the two of us.

497
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Shéngxia de buguan shi gita de tongshi hudzhé laoban
T BYANE 2 HAB Y [R] el i

None of the other colleagues or the boss

498
conglai bukénéng zhunshi jinlai de
MRAN AT BEHE I R 1Y

ever arrived on time.

499
Ranhou dao shijian le, dao si dian ban yihou kaishi manman...
RGBT T, B PY R USRI 12 ..

And when it was time (to leave), around 4:30, people already started to...

500

Y1 dao wu dian ydushihou shénzhi méi dao wu dian,
— BT A IR R T

At 5pm, sometimes, not even five yet,

501
I&doban jiu shud, méi shénme shiging nimen kéyi zdu le
EHORYL, BT AFEIRATA AE T

the boss would say: “There’s nothing left to do, you guys go home now.”

502

Zhéme fangsong de? | Jiu féichang fangsong
XATIRAI? | AR E T

It was that laxed? | Yes, very much.

503

Zhége hén hao ai
XM R
That's great!

504
Nabian jiushi you zhézhdng shangxia ji feichang mingxian de guanxi ma?
IR A XA LR FAR B Y ¢ RN

Is there a very clear hierarchy?

505

Yé méiydu
WA
No.
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506
Jiushi ni shi ldoban wo yidingyao ztnzhong ni, zhéyangzi
WU BRI EEEAR, AT

For example, if you're the boss, | have to respect you?

507

Méiydu, dou méiydu
&h, HREA

No.

508
Erqi& tongshi zhijian, buguan ni shi zud jingli de,
i ELIRJ 2 0], AEARE AR,

Also, among colleagues, whether you’re a manager or not,

509
zud shénme jiu dou shi zhijié... yé méiydu xiang Zhonggudrén kétao
-2 e .. WaERPEARE

everyone is very direct... It's not like the polite formality you see in China,

510
hudzhé yé bu jido... suan kétao shénme, xihuan jiao shénme zdng a
BE WA, BEENA, B2 R

where people might call someone “Director” or “Manager.”

511
Zhijié jiao mingzi, shi ma?
HIEWA T, 22

They just call each other by their first names?

512
Jiushi zhijie, dajia dou shi huxiang zhiji& chénghu mingzi de
WO A, KRS A E AT 7Y

Yes, everyone just calls each other by their first names directly.

513
Ni géng xiguan tamen nabian de gongzuo wénhua haishi guéneéi de?
PR BT IR 2 Y A S I 2 I N Y ?

Which work culture do you prefer, theirs or China’s?

514

Na kénding shi nabian a
AR & e AR L
Definitely theirs.

mandarincorner.org

59



Why Did This Chinese Leave Europe After 20 Years Living There?

515
Sudyi wd jiu conglaiméi xiang guo yao zai guonéi zhdo gongzud
JIT AR A AR I A [ A R A

That’s why I've never considered looking for a job in China.

516

Jiisuan hui guonéi, jiu gén xianzai zai Taiguo de gingkuang shi yiyang de
SURIEE Y, R AR 2R E R D2 — R

Even if I do go back to China to stay, it will be like the situation | have now in
Thailand—

517
jiu guo yixié jiandan de shénghuo lo
S0 — LU ] B A

just living a simple life.

518

Ni yé bijiao féxi

LSRR GTHED

You’re pretty laid-back.

519
Dui, yé juan buguod biéren
XF, WA

Yes, and | can'’t really compete with (Chinese).

520

Yé buxiang qu juan, yé fangan

WAEEE, R

Also, | don’t want to and I’'m repulsed by (the thought of doing it),

521

sudyi jiu zhéyang

JIr AR I A

so that’s why | am like this.

522

Wo yé shi kan le ni de péngyouquan,
Tt B TR,

I've seen from your WeChat Moment

523
faxian ni qu le hén dud gugjia Ilyoéu
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KIRE T RZ E KR

that you’ve travelled to many countries,

524

baokud qu le shénme Méiguéd
WA T2 KH

including the United States.

525
Ouzhodu gugijia jiu buyong shud le, kénding dou qu guo le
WO E A I 1, B EdR At T

European countries, of course, you’ve been to all of them.

526

Na ni zai Méigué dai le dugjiu?
AARAESEE T 2 A7

How long did you stay in the US?

527

Méigué qishi shi zhéyang de
FeE H SR XY

Actually, the US....

528
W& nashihou bushi shud wai pai qu Dégué chabudud lidng nidan ma
FRAR I gA 2 Ut SMIR 2 2 A 22 P AR R

| was sent to Germany for almost two years, right?

529
Nabian dehua jiu bijiao qingsong... Gongzuo shi bijiao qingsong
AP LB TAER RS

Life there was pretty relaxed... work-wise, it was quite easy,

530
danshi jingshén shangmian yinwéi Zhongguorén gongst ma jiu bijiao...
{EFeE LR TSP R EEPNVASEI L SN

but mentally, because it was a Chinese company, it was a bit...

531

Yayi ma?
FEAng 2
Oppressive?

532
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Jit néihao, sudyi ne jiu hén fan
SUAFE,  FTADERUAR o

It was emotionally draining (dealing with Chinese), so | feel stressed.

533
Fan yong shénme ji€ya ne? Jiushi buting de chaqu IGydu
WA 2 S ENE? W A 25 iRy

What did | do to relieve the stress? | just traveled all the time.

534
Dégué dai de na liang nian, wd qu de...
TERER AR AR, FREH...

During those two years in Germany, | went to...

535
Yifangmian Déguo, you li duzhou fudi géng jin le
— 7 AR, SRR T T

Well, since Germany is in the heart of Europe, it is close to

536

shénme Ruishi a, pangbian Jiéke a
2Tt 55 24 e
Switzerland, the Czech Republic,

537
baokud Danmai shénme, baokuo hui Hélan a
HFEPHE A4 A FE R R 2= 0]

Denmark, the Netherlands,

538
qu Lusénbao a, Bilishi a, Fagué dou hén jin
FAREE, LRI, AR I

Luxembourg, Belgium, and France.

539
Jit zhouweéi pao le hén dud difang
S R B AR 2 7

| travelled a lot around those countries.

540

Ranhou ne yinwéi zai nabian wai pai dehua ne ydu butié jin,

IR e PR R AE AR I A IR ) 38 W AT R 4,

Also, since | was on an oversea assignment, | received a subsidy (from my
Netherlands company),
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541
sudyi jiu shouru yé géng hao yixiée.
JIT AR A, B — 2,

SO my income was higher.

542
Sudyi jiu... érqgié Dégud ta you Dégud hangkonggongsrt a
JITCASE.... i ELE e s 2w

Plus, with Lufthansa being the national airline,

543

baokud ni cong Déguo féi qgita difang zhuanji huézhé shénme
AR AR HAt )y AL B 4

and the fact that you can find a lot of cheap flights

544
ta ydu hén dud de nazhdng... kéyi zhdodao pianyi de jipiao
EARZEIR... " ARSI EE AL

from Germany to other places,

545
Sudyi wd nashihou chabudud bannian jiu
JIT CAFRAR I 22 A8 22 2 4F 1l

| was able to go back to China or Asia

546
kéyi huigu6 hudzhé hui yici Yazhou
] DATR] ] i ] — I

about once every six months.

547

Na wo jiushi Ribén, shénme Taiwan a
AR HA . A2 BB

So | travelled to Japan, Taiwan,

548

shénme baokud guonéi jiu yizhi pao
-2 AL E A — EL

and China.

549

Houlai wo jiu zai zhao jipiao, wd jiu xiang zhdo zhao kan...

JEARFHAERAIE, TR A ...
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Later, | started looking for flights, just searching around...

550
Mé&igué méi qu guo ma, xidng qu kankan
FKEB LA, BEER

Since | hadn’t been to the US, | wanted to check it out.

551
Tdran... wo jide nashihou shi yT jit nian de shiyuéfén,
GEIR... BACIFIRIN e — JUAFRY T 0,

Suddenly, | remember it was in October 2019,

552
zhdodao nage laihui... Céng Falankéfu qu Nilyué de jipiao
FREPIBAAKN]... MIEZEIeE B A LIRIHLE

| found a round-trip ticket from Frankfurt to New York

553
laihui cai si bai dud duyuan | Hao pianyi o
KEAVIEZIRIT | SR

for only a little over 400 euros. | So cheap!

554
Ranhou zai guo yT gé yué, shiylyue
REHd—rH, +—H

A month later, in November,

555
shi Falankefu laihui Jidjinshan
AR TAER ] H g 1

another round-trip from Frankfurt to San Francisco,

556
jiashang yT1 gé xingqt de za ché shi chabudud lit bai duyuan
m_E—A B R EAZ N A RO

plus a week’s car rental, was about 600 euros.

557

Jit juéde hén pianyi, jiu téngshi ba zhé liang gé jipiao ding xialai le.
AR R, B INHEX LS E TR T,

| thought it was a great deal, so | booked both flights.

558
Jiu déng yushi fénkai, liang duan xingchéng
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TR, BT

So it was two separate trips.

559
Liang ci qu de? | Liang ci qu de
PIRER? | BIRERY

You went twice? | Yes.

560

Juéde z&nmeyang nabian?
WG E AR

What did you think of the country?

561

Y& jiu zhéyang qishi
NI R E RN

It was just okay, actually.

562
Nityué dehua, jiu gén wd xiangxiang zhdong chabudud
AL, PIREER P EAZ

New York was pretty much as | imagined it,

563

jiu zhézhdng dachéngshi a shénme
X AP 12,

a big city vibe.

564
Tamen nabian rén gén ouzhdu jiushi Hélanrén yduméiyou qibié?
AT IR I N BR IR NI A =2 AAT 34T X532

Is there a difference between the people there and the Dutch?

565
Nidyué de ditié [imian hén luan, dui
AW H R AR EL, X

The New York subway was quite chaotic

566

ranhou géng rénao yixie le
IR A —L T

and it was more lively

567
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yinwéi bijing shi dachéngshi
ApSESE VYN ai]
after all, it is a big city.

568
Ta jiushi 6uzhou de nazhdng fenweéi
E R BN AR AR5

It has that European atmosphere,

569
ranhou jiashang gudénéi de nage rénao, dui, zhézhdng de
SRIE I EEN RSN, XF, XA

but with the liveliness of China.

570

Na hui juéde bu anquan ma?
AR BT AL AN 2

Did you feel unsafe?

571
Y&u bu anquan de ganjué
A A A

| did feel a bit unsafe,

572
Tebié shi zai Nitiyué zai ditié limian,
FERI e 2k B i,

especially in the New York subway.

573
baokuo zai tangrén jieé yé bushi ganjué tébié...
FIAELEE N AN 2 BT R ...

Even in Chinatown, it didn’t feel particularly...

574

Erqié ta nabian jiushi jigdao,
[[DRENES! S22 v :T5i N

Also, the streets there,

575
ydude difang jiushi xidode nage jiedao limian
A B TT R/ NS A

especially in the smaller streets,
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576

hui yéuyixié lidlanghan a shénme
DA LB BB A2,

there were homeless people.

577
NI buyao guang shud zai nage pian de difang,
IRAESCUAERS A b 7

This was not just in remote areas,

578

ni jiushi zai shénme sudweéi diwl dadao, zui rénao de pangbian
WA 2 RS TLRGE, 55

but near Fifth Avenue, which is super lively,

579
baokud houlai z6u dao zhongyang gongyuan limian yé you kandao.
FRE i R B 2 el B AT R

and even inside Central Park, you could see (homeless people).

580

Hui haipa ma? Zhége zai Hélan shibushi méiydu?
KEMANG? XA AR A ?

Were you scared? Is that something you don't see in the Netherlands?

581
Hélan yé ybu, dan hélan wd jiu bijiao gan jiushi wanshang chaqu
TN IR ST [V e i el i

The Netherlands has (homeless peoples too), but | felt safer out at night there.

582

Zai Méiguo dehua jiu bu tai gan

T2 B T KEL

In the US, | didn’t feel comfortable (going out).

583
W6 jide youyici wanshang chiiqu, shi qu kan yéjing
Al a —Ik g El %, R RERG

| remember one night | went out to see the night life,

584

ranhou huiqu de shihou man kéngbu de.
IR 0] 2K A B Y

and on the way back, | felt pretty terrified.
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585

Jit ganjin xia le... chu le ditié
FUHE R T ... Tk

So, | quickly exited the subway.

586
Y&u giguai de rén haishi zénmeyang?
AR NIL 2 EAFE?

Did you run into strange people or something like that?

587

Dui, ganjué fanzhéng zhoubian jiu bu tai anquan le zhézhdng ganjué
XF, R SAE AN K e 4 T I AP EE

Yes, and it felt very unsafe.

588
Ni juéde nabian de rén yduhao ma? Jiu putongrén
PRGN A LF? A

Do you think people there are friendly? | mean, ordinary people?

589

Haoxiang yé bushi tébié yduhao, hai xing
URMAZRA AL, 8L

Not particularly friendly, but they were okay.

590

Jit méiydu Hélanrén zhézhdng yduhao
R ISAT a7 2 N3 A A b

They’re not as friendly as the Dutch.

591
Y& kénéng shi yinwéi jiu shénchu zai nage moshéng de huanjing
] BB PR Al B AR AP AL Y PR

Maybe it's because | was in an unfamiliar environment,

592
érqié shi yizhong bu tai anquan de ganjué
[IRER Sl I3 7 cx e,

and there was this sense of insecurity,
593

sudyi jiu meiyou tebié de qu gén biéren jiéchu

JIt AR5 A e 1 25 R 53 N e e
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so | didn’t really try to interact with others much,

594
yinwéi wo yigérén Iiyéu ma.
PR R 3— A~ AR IFEIAR .

after all, | was travelling alone.

595
Fanzhéng ni yé buhui juéde yigérén qu gadu
BOEAREA S 3EAF— I ARl

You don't feel lonely even when you're alone anyway.

596
Gudu shi méiydu, danshi gishi shi qu Méigud yigérén ting wéixian de
PR A, ERHIRRFEE D ANECRRY

Not lonely, but actually, travelling alone in the US can be quite dangerous.

597
Houlai qu... zai Jiazhou de na yici jiushi kaiche ma
JasRZ . AN AR — Ul -2 i

The time | drove in California

598
kaiché na ci fan'ér dao shaowéi hao yidian
T AEAR Y B i R el e — o

actually felt better.

599
Erqi& shi zai... ydu yT duan Iu shi yanzhe haibian kai,
i 2. A — B i E T,

Also, part of the trip was along the coast,

600
nage jiu rén hui... xinqing hui shaowéi fangsong xialai yidian
AN L. DRI R — A

so | felt a bit more relaxed.

601
Erqié zai nage shizhongxin wai llyou,
111y ELAEARAS T AR

In addition, when traveling outside the city center,

602
jiu nazhodng jiaowai jiu méiydou name dud rén
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LRl L AP R R [ PN

in the countryside,

603
xiangxia difang jiu méiydu name dud rén, jiu hui ganjué hao yidian.
STIHITMEARAZ N, MBI — K.

where there weren’t many people, it felt better.

604
Huanjing a gé fangmian yé hui hao yidian.
PRSI 2% J5 B A i — R

The environment was nicer too.

605
Kaiché shi zhijie jiu yong ni de jiazhao jiu kéyi kai de, shi ba?
T2 M ARAY 25 g al AJT Y, 2B ?

You can just use your (Dutch) driver’s license, right?

606

W shi zai Hélan ban de nage gudji jiazhao

F A AT IR B 25 1

| got an international driver’s license in the Netherlands.

607
Houlai gishi wo juéde shi génbén bu xdyao,
JeE ARSI AT AR AT,

But later, | realized it was actually unnecessary,

608
yinwéi Méigudrén jiu bijiao suibian.
BEYSESEEPNINE & o

because Americans were pretty laid-back about this.

609
Erqi& ni de nage Hélan jiazhao shang gishi ydu Yingwén de ma
7 ELARAAIAN i =225 b IS 3 S Wi

Also, my Dutch driver’s license already had English on it,

610

ta zhiyao you Yingwén de, jiu néng zhidao ni zhé shi jiazhao jiu xing.
i A SR, BERERNIE TRIX 2 25 B T

so as long as they could see it’s a license, they were fine.

611
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Zhidao ni hui kai jit hao le
TR TR T

They just needed to know you could drive.

612
Yinwéi wo jide wo nashihou zd ché de shihou
PR AT FRAB I AH =1 s fie

I remember when | was renting a car,

613

ba wd gudji jiazhao gén Hélan huzhao yiqi

TR [ o 25 HE PR Ar 2= 4 R — i

| showed them my international license and my Dutch passport,

614

ta shuo that is not necessary jiushi bu xtyao
fbiii that is not necessary 5l &/ 75 2

and he said, “That’s not necessary.”

615
Erqié ta k&néng ydu hén dud duzhdurén guoqu zi ché
1y HLAt ] AT AR Z RN S R A%

He had probably seen many Europeans renting cars.

616
ta nage shangmian ybu y1 gé ouméng de biaozhi
EARA B — AR R R

There’s an EU logo on (our driver’s license)

617

yT kan jit zhidao shi duméng de jiazhao

— B LA R R 2

so he could tell right away that it's an EU driver’s license.

618

Jiéxialai dehua,
2T ORIYIE,
Next,

619
Jiushi yao jiangdao ni shi zénmeyang laidao Taiguo6 de?
WU BRI (S AR B 2R E Y2

let's talk about how you ended up in Thailand.
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620
Yiging de shihou kaishi, wd nashihou shi gudé wan nian,
FETERIH G, AR 58 4F,

When the pandemic started, we had just celebrated the Chinese New Year

621
gén wd mama yiqi cong Shanghai
PRFIE IS —E -3t

and | was in Shanghai with my mom.

622
Nage shihou guénéi ganggang kaishi baofa jiu juéde hén yanzhong
AR I P W T i A st v A9 AR ™ B

The outbreak had just started in China and it seemed pretty serious,

623

jiu xidang qu Hélan dehua kéyi shaowéi bi yixia,

AR 2 Aar 22 38 T AR TRl — T,

so | thought going back to the Netherlands might be a way to avoid it

624

yiwéi ta hén kuai jiu guoqu le.
AR BRI T .

thinking that it would pass quickly.

625
Méixiangdao houlai yé chuan dao 6uzhdu,
BOAEE ok A% 2R,

But then it spread to Europe,

626
ranhou jiu yuélaiyué lihai, sudyi bu gan chaqu.
SRR, FrUAAEUE 2.

and things got worse and worse, so | was even afraid to go out.

627
Jit yizhi zai... kun zai nali
Wt EAE... RAEARE

(Me and my mom) were stuck (in the Netherlands).

628
Houlai déng ta manman hangban huifu le
JEARAFE AR MIEIRIL 1

Later, when flights started to resume
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629
Shiyuéfén wo jide shi
T AGEICER

in October, | remember,

630
Ranhou woé mama jia shizai shi nage qgianzheng yé xu bulido le
SRR IRk S A IE SR T T

my mom'’s visa couldn’t be extended anymore.

631

Qishi yijing yuqt le ma,

HE B 45E TR,

It had actually already expired,

632

danshi ta nage shihou jiu bijiao song le

{H2 BRI LA T

but (the Dutch) were pretty lenient at the time

633

jiu zhijié jiu fang ta zéu

CINERET N E VS

so they just let her go back (to China in October).

634

Ranhou wo jiu zai wd nage zhu de difang yizhi dai zhe
NG FAEFIMER T — B

But | stayed (in the Netherlands),

635
yinweéi yT kaishi yizhi dou shi nage bijiao yanzhong nage bingdu ma
R — iR — EAR R AR L™ AR TR

because the virus was still pretty bad at first,

636
yé buxiang chaqu ganran a shénme
WAAE 22 GL] £1-2,

and | didn’t want to go out and get infected.
637

Ranhou houlai jiu kaishi ydu yimido chalai le,

RIS AR IR BT R T
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Later, when the vaccines started to come out,

638
jiu kaishi da diyT zhén, di‘ér zhén
HOTIRTT S —4, 54t

people began getting their first and second doses.

639
Da wan di'ér zhén yihou ne jiu kéyi kaishi chiiqu zhdo gongzuo le
FI5E5 AT DAJG Wl AT G R4 TAR T

After the second dose, | could go out and look for a job.

640
Erqié jiu yT kaishi hutfu de shihou,
1117 ELg— IR RS i iz,

At first, when things started to reopen,

641
jiu meéiydu hén dud rén chiqu gongzuo de shihou
B R Z N2 AR

not many people were going out to work.

642
yoduxié bixd yao ydu rén qu zud de gongzud
A B ITEAT N TAE

There were some jobs that just had to be done,

643
bird houlai wd qu zhao de jiushi song... zai Hélan youzhéng
2 1)/ 5 s A D v ey o e 1214

like the one | found later, working for the Dutch postal service,

644
kai nazhdng xido de mianbaoché qu song nage baogud nazhdng gongzud
FEARR /N T £, 2 2R R AR L B AT

driving a small van to deliver packages.

645
Jiu qu dagai zuo le...
AR T ...

| worked there

646
céng ér ling ér yT nian jityuéfén kaishi zuddao ér ling ér ér nian jilyuéfén
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M 2021 4= LA Gy TR R 2022 42 LA
between September 2021 and September 2022.

647
Bénlai shi kéyi yizhi zud xiaqu de,
AR A A—EMR AR,

I could have kept working there,

648

jiushi ér ling ér ér nian jilyuéfén lai Taigud diyici dujia
A2 2022 4ESUH Oy R R E 5 — IR R

but in September 2022, | took my first vacation to Thailand.

649

Nage shihou ne, zhigian hui Shanghai ydu y1 zhang jipiao ma
ARSI, 2 Al E A — KL 2R

At that time, | had a ticket to go back to Shanghai,

650
Danshi na zhang jipiao bushi quxiao le ma?
EIR AR KALIEA B 115 ?

but it got canceled (due to the pandemic), right?

651
WO mama nage shi gaiqian le, ranhou wod nage jiushi
FAGIHARAS R EAE T, R FAA w2

My mom'’s ticket was rescheduled, but mine (got cancelled).

652
ta jiu géi le ni y1 zhang dai jin quan, Hélan hangkonggongsi de
B TIR—IKAE T, 2l A

So, KLM (Dutch airline) gave me a voucher instead.

653

Na wo jiu xiang shud zhao yi gé...
AR ARAR VR — ...

| thought,

654
yinwéi ni ragud zhishi zai 6uzhou jingnéi y& méiydu shénme yisi ma
PR A A SR R AR RN 358 At B0 -2 7 B R

since traveling within Europe wasn’t that interesting,

655
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na wo jiu xiang zhao y1 gé yuan yidian de
ARFERAR R — I — Y

I should look for a place further away.

656

Nage shihou y& méiydu xiang guo qu Méiguo,
HRA™ I et s A AR 2556

| didn’t really consider the US at that time

657
nage shihou Meéigué hai ting yanzhong de
ABA™ B e 5 FE A 1 7™ Y

because it was still pretty bad there during the pandemic,

658
érqgié ting luan de yiqging qijian
1117 ELE L Ay 22 155 301 1)

and things were chaotic.

659

Sudyi haishi xiang wang Yazhou, danshi guénei hai méiyou kaifang
A s AEAE I, (E2 FE NI A TR

So, | wanted to go to Asia, but China wasn’t open yet.

660

Houlai zhao... wo kan Taiguo de jipiao hai ting pianyi
JaRHK... FEZEPIHUEE

Then, | looked at flights to Thailand, and they were cheap.

661
Jiu ziji jlbénshang buyodng tig, jiu ti€ le ji shi kuai gian
WH CEA AN, B 7L HREk

| only had to pay a little extra, less than 50 yuan,

662
Erqi& nashihou bu xdyao... ni zhiyao da le yimido,
1M HABHEA T 2. VR HEFT T,

Plus, at that time, you didn’t need to take a PCR test if you were vaccinated.

663
you yimiao zhéngming ni bu xtyao qu zud hésuan de
AL UEIRA T R MALTRIY)

You just needed to show proof of vaccination,
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664
Na wo xidng man hao, jiu guolai shishikan
WRPAE &Ly, W kilidE

| thought that was nice, so | decided to give it a try.

665
yé méiydu lai guo
WPAT A

| had never been to Thailand before

666
yinwéi wo y1 kaishi dui Taiguo de yinxiang,
PR F— TR B E R IR,

because my impression of Thailand,

667

hén zao zhiqgian jiu juéde hén luan.
R Z RIS AR AL

was that it was quite dangerous.

668
W6 juéde Taigud jiu gén Jianpuzhai a Miandian shi ylyang
F A7 R U R SRR A 20 g o2 —

| thought Thailand was similar to Cambodia, Myanmar

669

Laowo zhézhodng jiu féichang... you ludhdou you luan
ARG FARN . K I SEL

and Laos which were backwards and messy.

670

Houlai xiang kéyi lai shishikan ma
Je R AR N] LA A 1 WA

But | thought I'd give it a try,

671
F&nzhéng y& zhishi guolai Ilyéu ma
B IEA HU 1 R i ik

just for a vacation.

672
Houlai 14i le yihou jiu juéde yinxiang jiu féichang hao
JEARA T DA RS ENR s i i

After | came here, my impression changed completely.
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673

Chi ya ranhou wan ya ranhou xiaoféi yé busuan hén gui
WZWF SR IS DO 2R J5 18 2l AN SR Bt

The food, activities, and the cost of living wasn’t too high.

674

Erqi& wd nashihou shi Hélan haiydu gongzud de shihou
T HLIRAR Iz & for =30 TAER I

Also, at that time, | still had a job in the Netherlands,

675

jiu juéde céng nabian de gongzi na guolai huan Taizha
GRS SULIER A SUP SIS S

so taking my salary and changing it to Thai bahts

676
na hua qilai jianzhi shi tai shuang le
ARAEHE AR T EL 2RI T

felt amazing!

677
YT kaishi y& méiydu xiang guo yao guolai
ERPAR CRURCZERI- U SUE S

| didn’t originally plan to move here.

678
Houlai yifangmian shi guonéi nashihou féng zhe ma,
JE RT3 v e ] PRSP i 2 R,

But China was still under lockdown,

679
you hui bu qu, wdé ma yé chi bu lai
NS, i Ak

so | couldn’t go back, and my mom couldn’t come out.

680
yé bu zhidao yao féng dao shénmeshihou.
LM ERE ES K /N iR

We didn’t know when it would end.
681

Na jiu xiang zhao y1 gé gén guonéi jin yidian de difang,

HRAE AR — R E T — U T
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So | thought about finding a place closer to China,

682
jiu zhishao méiydu shicha.
B DA ZE.

at least somewhere without a big time difference.

683
Ranhou yidan kaifang le,
RIg—HIT,

Once things opened up again,

684
buguan shi jie wd mama guolai hudézhé shi wd huiqu dou jin ma
AN R RT3 SR i S e [m] AR TR

whether it was bringing my mom over or me going back, it would be more convenient.

685
W4 natian hai gén ni shud, wo shuo
FABFALFRAR UL, Tt

I mentioned to you the other day,

686
qu nage shangchang limian,
AR L,

| was in a shopping mall

687
kandao ta zai mai fangzi, mai nage gongyu
BIMAESS T, B AE

and saw salespeople selling condos (in Thailand).

688
Ranhou wo hai qu zixun le yixia,
R EEN T—T,

| inquired about it,

689
shud waigudrén yé kéyi mai.
YEAME AT PASE,

and they said foreigners could buy condos too.

690
Erqi& wd yT suan nage jiagé gén duyuan bi gilai,
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1M HLF—FAA A R ER T HU A,

When | compared the prices to euros,

691

na jianzhi jiu... jiushi shud baicaijia yiyang
AR B W2 Ul H SR —

(the Thai condos) felt dirt cheap.

692

Na wd jiu xiang, rugud kéyi ba nabian de fangzi maidiao,
ARFAAL, AR T AR i J55 5~ S 4L,

So | thought, if | could sell my place (in the Netherlands),

693
érqié zai yiging de gijian, nabian de fangzi zhang de féichang lihai
iy ELAEE G B ITa], BRI b BkATAE b

especially since property prices surged a lot during the pandemic,...

694

Sudyi wo suan le yixia, rugud maidiao huan diao daikuan yihou
FAREE T —F, AR SEHR G R A IS

So | did the math, and after paying off the mortgage,

695
hai néng shéngxia de gian néng zai Taigué mai yitao quan jia de gongyu,
IR RER P IER REAE R E K — B2 A,

I could still afford a fully paid condo here in Thailand,

696

ranhou hai kéyi ban nage jingying gianzhéng,
SRJFIE AT DASMIR SRS S AHLE,

and even get the Thai Elite Visa,

697

ranhou haiyou néng shéng yidian,

IR e A REF —

with a little left over for living expenses

698
gian yT1 lidng nian de shénghudféi yé ydu.
AI— PRI A TG et A .

for the first couple of years.

699
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Na wo xiang weéishénme bu? Hélé'érbuweéi ne?
HRFAR AT 2T ARITTAS R 7
| thought, why not?

700
Erqi& wd jit juéding de féichang kuai
1M HA e 15 4w

| made up my mind very quickly.

701
Er ling ér ér nian jiiyuéfén lai diyici ma
2022 47 JLH 153 R S — Ui

| first came here in September 2022,

702
huiqu yihdu gén wd ma shangliang le yixia
[l 25 DA G BRFIG R = T —

and after | went back, | discussed it with my mom,

703
mashang jiu juéding mashang cizhi,
I Esitul e o LR,

and immediately decided to quit my job.

704

di'‘ér gé xingqr jiu ding le lai zhéli de jipiao.
AN BRIIROT 1Rk AL,

The following week | booked a flight to here.

705
Ni mama yé téngyi le? | En
R T |

Did your mom agree? | Yes.

706

Ta kénéng shibushi géng xiwang ni zai Taiguo,
fih ] BB AN A A ZR

Maybe she preferred you to be in Thailand,

707

bijiao jin yidian? | Dui
PG —xi? | X
closer to home? | Yes.
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708
Erqi& ta zhidao wo féichang yduzhjian de y1 gé rén
1M H A RE AR A E I — A

But she knew | was a very decisive person.

709
wo shi zai gén ta shangliang, danshi qishi ta rugud yéu shénme
AR R, (HR S A A A

I was consulting her, but honestly, if she had any objections,

710
wo yé tingbujinqu
FTAGEE

| probably wouldn’t have listened.

711
Jit xidng zhéyang zuo jiu zhéyang zuo le
AU UM A 1

| wanted to do it, so | did it.

712
Erqié& y& bushi shénme da de wénti, jiu...
1M AR 2RI, ...

And it wasn’t really a big matter.

713

Zhége hai bushi da wenti a?
XANIRAN K 1) L] 2

It wasn’t a big deal?

714
Suanshi ba zhénggé jia ban lai le | Dui
HRALBAFRT | X

I mean, you moved your entire home here. | Right.

715
Hao, ranhou jiu shiyuéfen... wo shiyuéfen jiu guolai,
&r, SRJEst T AG... & H Gk,

So, | came over in October,

716
ranhou guolai diyT gé xingqt jiu za dao fangzi le
iR E T 1

and within the first week, | found an apartment to stay.
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717
Y71 kaishi shi xian qu zhouwéi zhao naxié gongyu
— IR Je s AR AR L 2 H

Then, | started looking around at different condos,

718
yao bijiao buténg de diduan a
RN [F] ) L B R

comparing different locations.

719

Zai gou fang de shihou, shi ba?

TEN oI, 202

You were looking to buy a condo, right?

720
Mai fangzi jiu qu hén dud buténg de xiangmu
KT AR Z A F R H

Yes, | visited many different communities.

721
Erqi& wd buyong zhdo zhdngjié,
1 HIA Y,

And | didn’t use a real estate agent.

722
w0 jiu ziji zhidao nage zai shénme difang yihou, ziji zhao...
Fewh 5 CAEAMEH AT ARG, HEK...

Once | knew where they were, | just went there myself...

723

YT kaishi hai zhishi zud qinggui a, ditié

— IR FUR AR RN, Bk

At first, | took the light rail (BTS) or the subway,

724
Houlai shuxT le yihou kaishi zud ta de bashi
JERAE T A IHR AR ER B 1

but later, once | got familiar with the area, | started taking the bus
725

ranhou jiu qu kan

N EY o]
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to explore (these condos).

726
Kan le wo guji you shiji érshi gé butong de xiangmu ba
& T RAA L AR 5 E

| probably looked at over a dozen different communities.

727

Houlai jiu zhao le nage ginggui yanxian
JE Rk AR R Ak

Then | found one along the BTS,

728

érqié ta yijing shi suan chi le Mangu
mHECEeR T T 24

which is actually outside of Bangkok.

729

Jit ni de fangzi shi mai de buzai Mangu zhdongxin shi ba?
SR 3 1 KR AE 2 4 L2 e

So, the condo you bought isn’t in the center of Bangkok, right?

730

Ta busuan Mangu le yijing, ta yijing suanshi Béilan fu
EAEEATCLS, EC&BERILIINT

No, it’s actually in Nonthaburi Province,

731

Danshi ta qishi shi yinweéi zai na tiao ginggui yanxian ma,
R EH ISR N TEIR R R FUIT R IR,

but because it’s along the BTS line,

732
haishi hén fangbian de
e R R

it'’s still convenient.

733

Ranhou houlai guénéi kaishi kaifang,
IRE JE R E N IHIR I,

Then, things started to open up in China,

734
ranhou wo jiu juéding hui Hélan
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IR G E [l iy 2=
and | decided to go back to the Netherlands

735
ba Hélan de fangzi kaishi guapai mai
U7 221 T I T G R 52

to put my house up for sale.

736
Ranhou jiu yigié hdoxiang jiushi ganghdo shunshuituizhdu, jiu y1 bu yT bu,
NGt — VI BRUE WA UK HERE, t—2—2

Everything just seemed to fall into place, step by step.

737
Bird siyuéfén wo kanzhong de xianzai mai de na tao fangzi
Eeanpy A (33 R AR f 1

For example, in April, | found the condo | eventually bought,

738
ranhou siyuéfén kaishi Hélan nage fangzi mai chiqu, ydu xiaoxi le
RGP A e =A%, AT

and the house in the Netherlands happened to be sold at the same time.

739
shud jiu kéyi mai chiqu, rang wd siyué zhong de shihou huiqu gianzi
YOI CASE 2, 13k PY ] it i [l 25457

| was told to go back to sign the contract in mid April,

740

ranhou déng nabian qgian wan zi, ta nabian gian daowéi le,
RGN L5877, BANEREIGL T,

and once the payment for this house was in place,

741
jiu xianzai zhébian de fangzi ganghao yao fugian le
UL 5§ WIS AR T

| needed to pay for the condo (in Thailand).
742
Ranhou déng zhébian de fangzi kuan fu wan

VRSl ) N T

And when | paid for the condo,

743
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ranhou nage jingying gianzhéng yé you xiaoxi, y& yao fukuan le
RGO KRR ATHE, WEART

the Elite Visa was processed and | needed to pay for it too.

744

Jil ganghao shi... | Hao shunli aganjué
SN .. | S A I JRei

Everything happened... | So smoothly!

745

WG jiu juéde shi féichang de...
F T2 AR

It felt very...

746
Ni suan hao dou méiydu name zhun
WRESFER A IS 2

| couldn't have timed it more perfectly!

747

Ta jiu ganghao shi nage yT bu y1 bu | Shangtian zhu ni
BN AN ——2 | ERER

Every step happened... | God was looking after you!

748

Dui, ranhou déng wlyuéfén wo nabian fangzi jiao le

X, RIESFEIH BRI T

Yes, and in May, once my house (in the Netherlands) was transferred to (the new
owner),

749
ranhou kaishi jiu kéyi jihua shénmeshihou
IR G TR AT AT A A e

| started planning

750
yao jieé wd mama chalai shénme
BRI R AT 2,

to bring my mom over (to Thailand).

751
Zhége fangzi shi quan kuan yao fu de ma?
XA T R S

Did you have to pay the full amount for the condo here

mandarincorner.org



Why Did This Chinese Leave Europe After 20 Years Living There?

752

Haishi yé kéyi daikuan?
bS] PAGEK?

or could you have gotten a loan?

753
Bukéyi, yinwéi waiguorén ma
ANHTRA, - PR A EE AR

Foreigners cannot get a loan here.

754

Danshi shi yongjit chanquan ma?
HUZJIR A A ?

But do you own the property permanently?

755
Shuo shi shud ydngjit chanquan
VLRV AT AL

It's supposed to be permanent.

756
wo qishi dui zhé fangmian dao méiydu shénme tébié da de...
FOH SR X Ty BN A A 2R R ..

Actually, regarding this, | don't have a special...

757
Baokud guénéi shud shénme qishi nian
WREE NG 24

Even the so-called 70-year lease in China,

758
wa jit bu xiangxin shéi néng... | Hué de dao gishi nian
TR EWERE... | IE1REE1T4F

| just don’t believe anyone could... | Live 70 more years?

759

Bushi hué de dao gishi nian,
s E L HE,

It's not that,

760

ni néng zai nage fangzi Ii zhu man qgishi nian, hdoxiang bu tai xing

YREEFEIRA b T BAER £ 14F, I RAKAT
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but no one can live in the same apartment for 70 years. It seems unlikely.

761
Ni jiusuan xiang zai na fangzi zhu
PR ARTEAR 5 18

Even if you wanted to stay,

762
nage fangzi de jiégou, zhiliang dou bukénéng wéichi de dao gishi nian.
AP T HIEEH, TR A W BE4ERA S 3 L H4E.

the structure and quality of the building may not last 70 years.

763
Ranhou guolai de shihou, ni mama guolai de shihou,
N JE T SR I, VR 3 SR i s,

When your mom came over,

764

ta xiguan zheli ma?

il > 15X HLR 7

did she get used to living here?

765
Ta qishi gé fangmian dou féichang hao,
A LS4 T TR A A

She was actually doing quite well in every aspect,

766

ta jiu wéiyT yidian ta jiu juéde zhébian tai re.
A —— Rt A X k.

except for one thing—she found it too hot here.

767
Ta shud bushi yinggai ré y1 duan shijian, ranhou liangkuai yixia
QAR B AZ B E], AR pe—

She said: "Shouldn’t the weather be hot for a while, then cool down?

768
xiang guonéi zhéyang you siji
B XA Y 2

Like in China where there are four seasons?

769
Dui, ta zhébian jiu méiydu siji ma
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XF, BRSO PR
Right, there are no distinct four seasons here.

770

Jiu lian liang ji de shihou, wdé mama dou juéde ydudian ré.
B R R, PRI A A A,

Even during the cool season, my mom still found it a bit hot.

771
Zhiydu name yT gé xingqr k&néng shaowéi hao yidian
HA2—A~ B3l BER U —

There’s only about a week when it’s slightly cool,

772

shéngxia de dou buxing

R HIERAAT

and the rest of the time is not okay.
773

Guanjian shi wanshang shui buhdo
KPR E AL

The key issue is that it's hard to sleep at night.
774

kai kongtiao you tai Iéng,
HASPRIS,

If you turn on the air conditioner, it's too cold.

775

bu kai kongtiao you shizai ré de buxing.

AT AL PIGFATT

If you don’t turn on the air conditioner, it’s just too hot to bear.

776

Jiu shizai buxing, jiu houlai jiu zhu le bannian dud
SUTAEAT, e 72

So, after living here for over half a year,

777

haishi juéding yao huiqu.

e R E B A

she decided to go back.

778
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Ta yé shi ban le jingying gian ma? | Dui
2 Ip TASHEENG Y | X
Did she also get the Elite Visa? | Yes.

779
Wodmen ban de shi nazhdng ta ydu y1 gé jiating de
FATIPH AR EA — DK I

We got the one that included family members.

780

W& nashihou shi wi nian de shi liushi wan

FAR 2 AR 2N+ T

At that time, a five-year visa was 600,000 bahts ($18,479),

781

jia y1 gé jiatingchéngyuan shi jia érshi wan

IN—AFBE RGN =7

and adding a family member cost an extra 200,000 (bahts, $6,159).

782

Yigong bashi wan liang gé rén

e VA WATTN

So, it was a total of 800,000 (bahts) for the two of us.

783

Taizha? | Bashi wan taizhi lidng gé rén
e/ VAN WA WE = NN

Bahts? | Yes, 800,000 bahts for two people.

784
Shi shiwl nian de haishi wi nian de? | WU nian de
T HARRIE R AR ? | TLAERY

Is it a 15-year or a five-year visa? | Five-year.

785

Nage jiao jingying gian ma? Bushi shiwl nian de ma?
ARAS PR RSN R T T AR R 2

Is that called an Elite Visa? | thought it's always 15 years.

786
Méiydu, ta you hén dud zhdng
BH, EARZH

No, there are many types.
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787
WU nian de, shi nian, shiwd nian gén érshi nian de
TAERY . H4E. AR T R

There are five-year, ten-year, fifteen-year, and twenty-year visas.

788

Qishi wo rugud zhidao zhézhdng gingkuang
HALFRAN A E XA D

Actually, if I had known about this situation,

789
wO yinggai shi zhijié ban érshi nian de
iz BRI AR

| probably should have just gone for the twenty-year visa.

790
Buguo yé méi sudwei la
ESORCRLNE LT

But it doesn’t really matter now.

791
Xianzai jiu kan ma, yinweéi
BAERE R, PN

For now, I'm just seeing how things go, because

792

hai meéiydu gud yan zhézhdng sudwei de tangping de shénghud.
A T PRI BT A i1 AR 3

I haven’t gotten tired of this so-called lying flat (laid-back) lifestyle yet.

793
Baokud wd nage xianzai nage shiydu, nage Taigudrén
WIFFAN BN =, IBDZEE AN

My current roommate is a Thai guy

794
Ta bushi tiantian shangban ma?
A R K EHE?

and he works every day.

795
Ta jiu hui zhéngtian wen wod
2 BE R 1) 3%

He keeps asking me:
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796
Ta shud ni huibuhui wuliao a?
MR 2 AN 2 TR 2

“Don't you get bored?

797

Ni shibushi yao zhao yixié shénme shiging zud a | Hui ma?
PRIE A S B — Lo A 2 SO | 20h?

Shouldn’t you find something to do?” | Do you (get bored)?

798
W shud méiyduaa, wo bu wulido a
FULEA T, A TCHIR]

| tell him no, I’'m not bored.

799
W6 méitian Suiran méiydu shénme tébié de shiqing zud,
AR BIRBA 2R R,

Even though | don’t have anything special to do,

800

danshi wo juéde man kaixin de.
{HIR AT IO

| feel quite happy.

801

Ta hai shud ni méitian name kaixin

IR BEARAF TAB 2T

He says, “You look so happy every day."

802
wo shud you shénme buhao,
VA AT,

| said: “What’s wrong with that?

803

w0 shud wo shibushi yinggai méitian dui zhe ni kd,
RTINS WAL R R,

Should | cry every day

804

ni cai hui xinli pinghéng?

o 20 BT
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so that you will feel better?”

805
Ta qishi yéuyidian xinli bupinghéng.
S — 0 B

He’s actually a bit envious.

806

W3 juéde kénéng hén duo rén
AT RERZ A

| think many people,...

807
wo bu zhidao Taigudérén zénmeyang,
FAFEZRENEARE,

| don’t know about Thais,

808
danshi zhishao Zhongguérén shi zhéyang
{EVEE L RPN s

but at least Chinese are like this.

809
Jiushi wo yT xian xialai wc"> hui xinhuang,
RN T RS O

When we have nothing to do, we might feel anxious,

810
juéde haoxiang wd jintian méi ganshénme shir.
WAFHFR IS R T4 L.

thinking we haven’t accomplished anything for the day.

811
W4 bu zhidao weéishénme,
TAHEE R4,

| don’t know why,

812
yinwéi wd kénéng jiushi hén dud shiging dou jingli guo le
Pl et e RE FEE a1

maybe it's because I've already experienced a lot

813
hudzhé shi shud gai huthuo de yé huthud guo le.
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E R YRR T

or maybe I've already splurged when | had the money.

814
Jiushi yé& shi nazhdng ouméi rén de nazhdng xiaoféi xiguan
U2 I AR AR I N AHRRR I 2% ~J 151

| adopted the Western consumer habit

815
Bu cungian de
AFEERIY

in which they don't save money.

816

Nage shihou iPhone zhiyao y1 chi

HBAIH iPhone HBE— i

Back then, whenever a new iPhone came out,...

817
W& na y1 nian wo bushi zai Dégud de shihou,
FAR—AE TR S AE AL Y Bk

| was working in Germany, right?

818

Dégué nashihou hén nan mai ma
T80 P ARAR M SIS R

It was hard to get one in Germany.

819

W0 jide yoduyici féichang féngkuang,
FACHA — AR UL,

| remember one time, it was really crazy.

820

yT chu nage iPhone,

— IR iPhone,

As soon as the new iPhone was released,

821
yT tingshud Hélan na jia dian, wo jiu zhoumo de shihou,

— WA =IRE,  FE A I,

and | heard a store in the Netherlands had it, on a weekend,

822
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kaiché si wu bai gongli kai hui Hélan,
FFADU A S B R ey =%,
| drove 400 or 500 kilometers back

823

jiushi weile mai nage iPhone zuixin kuan.
AR T R4S iPhone k.

just to buy the latest iPhone.

824

Erqi& wd nashihou dou shi mé&i iPhone zhé yidai de Pro Max
i H IR ABHERS 2 3L iPhone iX—1LHY Pro Max

In addition, | always got the Pro Max, the latest version.

825

Yidingyao Pro Makx, jiu zuihdo de nage
—%E%E Pro Max, st a4

And it had to be Pro Max, the best available.

826
Houlai jiu xianzai... ni kan wo xianzai yong Sanxing
JE R, (RERIAEM =R

Now, look at me, I'm using a Samsung,

827
wo dou shénzhi ydong nage zhong duan ji le,
FHRH: 2 AR hiw L T

even a mid-range model.

828
yijing buyong ta gijian ji le.
ELANHERMILT .

| don’t even use flagship phones anymore.

829

WO jiu juéde zhé zhong duan jT gouyong jiu yijing...
FHWEAFX P L e 2.

| think a mid-range phone is good enough...

830
Jit dui wuzhi zhége yaoqiu bu gao ma?
HOA X AN ERAS = 2

So, you don’t have high material demands anymore?
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831

Yé bushi shud wuzhi bu gao
WAV TN =

It's not that,

832
w0 jiu juéde yiyang, jiu méiyou biyao, jiu zhénde méiydu
TG, MBADE, WERE

I just think it’s unnecessary because they're all the same to me now.

833
Baokuo cht a shénme dou yijing hén suibian le.
TSR A 2 FRE LARFEE T

I've become very casual about things like eating and spending.

834
Shénmeyang de y1 gé qiji rang ni gaibian le zhége xintai?
2R — A PR T IEASDAR?

What made you change your thinking?

835
Jiushi yinwéi xianzai kénéng jiushi méiyou zhidong shouru le ma
S0 R R B AT eI oA T8I TR

Well, now | don’t have an active income.

836
Xianzai shi béidong de, sudweéi de béidong de
WALV, FriBmviEhn

It's more passive.

837
Shou gé fangzi shénmede a?
WA ARAT A IR 2

You collect rent?

838
Shou geé fangzi, baokud zhébian de yitao fang de fangza,
WA p i, IR —E R,

| get rent from (two) properties,

839
guénéi yitao, Shanghai yitao
HN—%, bf—F

one here and one in Shanghai.
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840
Shanghai yé mai le fang, shi ma?
IR T, 22

You also have a property in Shanghai?

841
Shanghai zhigian de shi fumu de
R R SCRERY

The one in Shanghai was my parents’,

842
Danshi shi y& yéu wo de mingzi ma
HR R A T 2 Ui

but my name is on the deed too.

843
Zhéyang de liangbian jia qilai
BARR P AR

With the income from both places,

844
zai zhébian zhéngchang yé buyongshud tébié de qu kdbumén
e IEFARA UL b 24K

| don'’t really need to be particularly frugal.

845
Jiu yijing kéyi... pingshi zhéyang jiu kéyi le.
SO ZATLA... ERHXFER T AT .

| can just live comfortably.

846
Na wo jiu juéde wéishénme hai yao qu hén juan a,
RF AT R AT 2B ERARE W,

So, | don'’t see the point in stressing myself out,

847
hén pin a hudzhé shi zénmeyang de
ARDF B 2 (8 AR

or working super hard anymore.
848

Ni bénlai ni zai Taigué maifang yé shi weile

PRASAFAEZR E R 5 2N T
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Your original plan for buying a condo in Thailand

849
ba mama jieé gudlai yiqi shénghué
TR R i ok —E A v

was to bring your mom over,

850
ranhou xianzai ta yé lai bulido le
RIGIAE I RA T T

but now she won't come.

851
NI you houhui zai zhébian maifang ma? | Méiyou
WA JE R ISR sy |

Do you regret buying the condo here? | No.

852
Taigud6 fangzi ni zhiyao nénggou za chiqu,
R E IR R SRR A 2%,

In Thailand, as long as you can rent it out,

853
ta de huibao Il haishi kéyi de.
BRI 2 AT AR,

the return on investment is still decent.

854
Ni jiu tongyang zhége jiazhi de fangzi
VR A B B T

You wouldn’t be able to rent out a property

855

ni zai guonéi ni shi buk&néng zi dao zhége jiagé, sudyi hai xing.
IRTEE N RIR A AT RERL B ANMHE,  BTRAIRAT.

of the same value in China for that price, so it’s still okay.

856
Zai guodnei de, xiang women sanshi sishi sui de rén
EENR, GRMO="1TMU+2ZHA

Back in China, people our age, like those in their thirties or forties,

857
yijing kaishi zai xiang zhége yanglao de weénti le
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AR DT ER R T
are already starting to think about retirement.

858
wo dao le birashud liushi sui le, gongzud budodng le ya
R 7RIS+ T, TAEAS) T

(For example, we will worry that) when we reach our 60s and are unable to work,

859
wd zhége méiydu érnii yao géi wd yangl&o
XA I L BT

we won't have children to support us.

860
Hui ydu zhézhdng jidollii ma? | Méiydu ba
DA XMEIEE? | BT

Do you have this kind of worry? | No really.

861

Jiushi zénmeshuod ne,
B2 U,

It's like... how to say,

862

you yizhdng yé shi shunqiziran de xintai.
AR R H R LA,

| have a go-with-the-flow attitude.

863
Haoxiang wod juéde Taigud rén yé ydu zhéyang de xintai,
UG IS A E A X DA,

| think Thais have a similar mindset,

864
jiushi bijiao huo zai dangxia.
WU LR AE T

living more in the present.

865

Erqi& tamen k&néng géng foxi, féjiao gugijia
1 HABATATRESE A &R, h3E K

And being a Buddhist country,

866

mandarincorner.org



Why Did This Chinese Leave Europe After 20 Years Living There?

ta géng xiangxin jiushi yigié dou shi yijing anpai hao de.
A e — DI 2 B 2 LHEF Y

they believe that everything is predestined.

867
Jit ni yingyao qiangqiu qu gaibian shénme shi méiydu banfa
UARAE 258 5K 5 MU A 4 A ik

You can'’t really force change if it's not meant to be.

868
Zai Taiguo yé shi zhu le chabudud ydu y1 nian le ba?
TEARE MR T EAZAH 4 TIE?

You've been living in Thailand for almost a year now, right?

869
Buzhi lo | Buzhi yT nian le
AT | A E—4FT

More than that. | More than a year.

870
Guodlai yao ydu... xianzai zhéyang shud dou lidng nian duo le, di san nian le
HRECA . HEARUEAEZ T, B4R T

It's been over two years now, almost three.

871

Na ni juéde lai le zhéme jit, ni gérén ydu bianhua ma?
ARG R TR AN, AR NAZENS?

Do you feel like you’ve changed since moving here?

872
Guonéi you hén dud dongxi zhigian shi féichang yanwu,
E AR Z AR P Z B R RO,

There were many things in China that | used to dislike,

873
feichang de kanbuguan.
EFE A AL

and couldn’t stand.

874
Houlai jiu juéde jiushi zhé yé shi biéren de yizhdng hu fa.
J RIRIEATI 2 I 2 A — RS A

But now | see it as just another way of living.
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875
Erqi& bijing bushi yT lidang gé rén zhéyang
iy HER ST A 2 — P NI A

After all, it's not just one or two people who are like this.

876
Jiran dadudshu rén dou néng zhéyang
BEIR R Z AN REIX AT

Since most people are like that,

877
ni weishénme yao qu guan biéren zhéyang ne?
WA 2 BRI ?

why should | mind about how others live?

878
Zhiyao ta buyao lai yingxiang dao ni, shibushi?
HEAAESREMEIR, BAZ?

As long as they don'’t affect me, right?

879
Ranhou y1 fangmian wo xianzai yé meéiydu changgi zai guénéi
IR 5 — 07 IR A KR

Also, | don't live in China now,

880
sudyi wusudwei
B ATE i

so it doesn't matter.

881
Haiyou... ni zuihou ydumeiydu shénme tébié xiang shud de?
A .. RS A AT 2R AR 2

Is there anything else you’d like to add?

882

Xiwang jiushi nénggou zai Taiguo zhaodao yixié ziji géng xihuan de shiging
A B RERSTE 2R R H 21— 2 5 O S B i 17

I hope to find something | really enjoy doing here in Thailand,

883
néng you géng dud de yixié shiging zud
REAT 22 1y — S i

something that gives me more to do,
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884
Jit buhui xiang nimen shuo de...
AR GARATURY....

so | won’t be, as you guys say...

885

W6 qishi ziji bu juéde wulido a
FeHSL B AR TR

| actually don’t feel bored myself.

886
danshi kénéng hui hén dud rén ting wd zhézhdng gingkuang
2 AT RE SR AW HaX A il

But a lot of people, hearing about my situation,

887

hui juéde huibuhui wulido a shénme
RWAFRA TSI A2,

might think I'd be bored or something.

888
Na ni yT tian dou zud shénme? W& yé ydudian haoqi
WRAR— KA 27 AT sl

So, what do you do in a day? I'm kind of curious.

889
Zuo yixia wéishéng a,
f—"F LA,

| do some cleaning,

890

ranhou chaqu guangguang a, mai yixié dongxi huilai cht a zhu a
IR R AEHEIR], S — LR Y [m] Sk iz W) 25 M

go out for a walk, buy some groceries, cook.

891
ranhou wangshang kan yixié biéren fénxiang de zhishi a shénme
RGN B — L85 Ao R R A2,

| also watch a lot of knowledge-sharing channels online,
892

jingji fangmian de haiydu shéhui fangmian de

2 GE T I R A AL 2T Y
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about economics, society, and so on.

893
Ranhou xianzai ydu gé shiydu ma, Taiguoérén
RIGITEA N ERR, HEA

And now | have a roommate, a Thai person,

894
jit wanshang dehua hai kéyi youyixié jiaoliu a shénme,
UM E TG i) A — 26 i A 4,

so in the evenings, we have some conversations,

895
ydushihou zhoumo de shihou hui yigi chaqu
A IR AR i —E A

and sometimes on weekends, we go out together.

896
Jibénshang hui guo yT duan shijian, yduyixié xin de dongxi fajué cha
B bl —Bm], AR AR v A

Every once in a while, | find something new.

897
Baokuo jintian lai le zhége kaféiting, yé shi yi gé xin de dongxi
LG4 TR T IXAMIMET, e — B4R v

Like today, coming to this café is something new.

898

Yduqishi zai yT gé xin de gudjia,
FEHRAE— I E R,
Especially in a new country,

899

HSEAT AR BAR 228 B AR P ER A

there are many new things and people to discover.

900

Dui, ranhou rénshi buténg de rén a
XF, SRIEAEAS [ R R

Right, and meeting different people.

901
Xiwang yihou rénshi géng dud de rén,
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T BAFAREZ A,

| hope to meet more people in the future,

902
kéyi fénxiang yixié biéren de gushi,
A DAZS LU N,

listen to other people’s stories,

903
fénxiang ziji de gushi géi biéren ting

70 H BRI T

and share my own stories with them.

904
Hao de, jintian féichangganxié!
GPE, A RARH RGN

Thank you so much for today!

905

En, xiéxie ni | Baibai
WA, OWRHR 1 R
Thank you! | Bye!
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