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1
Dajia hao, huanying laidao Mandarin Corner de boke jiemu!
KEEF, YilkF] Mandarin Corner f3%%75 H !

Hi, everyone. Welcome to Mandarin Corner's Audio Podcast!

2
W6 shi Eileen.
2 Eileen.

| am Eileen.

3

Dajia hao, wo shi Kirk.
RELF, A2 Kirke
Hello, I'm Kirk.
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4
NI shuo ni qu da lanqiu,
PRUER 24T TR,

You mentioned that you went to play basketball,

5
wo jide ni zhigian gén wo shuo
AR VR Z AT ERF UL

and | remember you told me before

6
ni da lanqiu de shihou yé péngdao xtudud waigudérén, shi ba?
PRFTHEBR Ao A 2 VF 2 AME N, A2 ?

that you met many foreigners there, right?

7
Wodmen xiaoqu limian lai le hén dud Bajisitan, Yindu,
BAVNX R TR 2 AR B,

In our community, there are a lot of people from Pakistan, India,

8

ranhou Meéngijiala, ranhou Stlilanka de rén.
LA ERIIE DA/ SRS 5= PN
Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka.

9

Haoxiang yéu hén dud waigudégongsi

I BAEIRZ P E 2 7]

It seems that many foreign companies here
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10
xianzai dou gu nabian de rén dao wdémen zhér lai gongzud.
TLAE A Ji A2 R N B FRA 13X ) LR A

are now hiring people from those countries.

11
Dagai shi yinwéi tamen xinshui bijiao pianyi ba, wd cai
KM KA T H K LB B, R

My guess is that it's because these people get paid less.

12
Zhongshan ai?
HLR ?

In Zhongshan?

13
Zénme hui ydurén zhidao Zhongshan zhége xiao chéngshi?
B NEE AL AN T ?

How does anyone know about such a small city like Zhongshan?

14
Zhongshan yéu hén dud gongyé zai zhéli,
AR Z Tk

There're many industries

15

you hén dud waigudgongst zai zheli,
HIRZ HNE A AL,

and foreign companies in Zhongshan,
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16
yoéuqishi nage qinggdng chanyé ma,
JUFLIE AN R T Vi

especially light industries,

17

tamen zai zhér zud dongxi ma, yifu shénmede
AATTHE X LR AR, AR RAT A

such as (factories) that produce clothing and so on.

18
Zhéxie gudjia de rén ta pubian dou hui jiang Yingwen,
XL [ S\ A 3l R 2 YF 9T

People from those countries generally speak English,

19
ranhou tamen xinshui yé bijiao pianyi,
SR JE AT K B EE A

and the salaries are also relatively low

20

MABATTFE SR 1

in their countries.

21

Na ni gén tamen suanshi langid yéu ma?
TSR ER AT 55 2 R R AP 2

So are they basketball friends?
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22
Haishi yé houmian manman chéngwéi péngydu le?
D TS MR BT AT ?

Or did you gradually become friends with them later?

23
Suanshi péngydu ba
B A

We're friends, | guess.

24
Jiushi xiang qita naxié wo qu da lanqiu yudao de péngydu yiyang,
AR AR L3 AT IR ERE BRI A —

Just like the other friends | met while playing basketball,

25
jiushi qu de shihou, zai giuchang dagid de shihou hui ligo ji ju.
e LG, (EERIAFTER I S0 LA

we talk a bit when we're there.

26
Jiushi zhéyang de, yé& suanshi péngydu ba
AR FER), AR

That's it. So they count as friends.

27

Ni waigué de péngyou dud bu dud a?
PRAME T A2 AN ] 2

Do you have many foreign friends?
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28
Bushi hén dud, tébié hao de dagai jiu yT lidang gé& ba
ARARZ, Rl 1 H RS — P4~ e

Not many, just one or two whom | am very close to.

29
Na tamen laizi na yixié gugdjia ne?
R ABATISR [ B — 1 [ K Wi ?

Which countries are they from?

30
You y1 gé Bilishi de, ydu y1 gé Aodaliya de.
A AR, A —ANECRIE Y .

One is from Belgium and the other one is from Australia.

31
Bilishi de nage péngyou ta shi wd nlipéngyou de téngshi de I&ogong.
ELA I R ARAN A A At 2 A A R S 2 2

The Belgian friend is the husband of one of my girlfriend's co-workers.

32
Wodmen yduyici qu nage tamen gongst de huédong ma,
FATE — IR E AT 2 7] 0I5 B0k »

We met at one of their company events

33

ranhou women qu chi shaokao nage shihou rénshi de.
IRJG FAT LNz 508 TSI R

in which they had a barbecue.
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34
Ranhou women jiu lido le yixié huati,
SRIEEATHUI 1 — L1l L,

We started talking about some topics

35
ranhou jiu manman manman jiu shu qilai, ranhou jiu lidao le hén dud
RIEAUIB BB B AGEE R, AR TIRZ

and gradually got to know each other,

36
Qishi faxian women ydu hén dud gongtong dian.
HR R IBATE IR Z S8

and | found we had a lot in common.

37
Jit dangshi jianmian de shihou jiu liao le haoji ge xiaoshi,
SU 4 I L THD AR ICI0 1 4 LA /N

We talked for several hours when we first met,

38
ranhou jiu huédong jiéshu le, wdmen juéde hai bu gudyin
RIGIEANEE R T, BATRARIEAL

and even after the event was over, we felt it wasn't enough.

39

houlai you yué chilai lido,

Ja R LRI,

So later, we met up to talk again
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40
ranhou jiu manman jiu bianchéng haopéngyou le.
SRR AR AR AL R AT

and gradually, we became good friends.

41
Ta jiehan yé qing wo qu.
fh IS HIEIR %

He even invited me to his wedding.

42
Ni ydouméiydu ting guo yixié waiguorén laidao Zhongguoé zhthou
PRA A Wi — oAb E R 2 [ 2 5

Have you ever heard complaints from foreigners who came to China

43
ranhou tamen baoyuan shuo
IR e AT 25 15

about how difficult it is

44
zai Zhonggud hén nan jiao dao Zhongguo péngyou
A AR HE A 3 v [ A

to make Chinese friends

45

hudzhé shud jiaopéngyou de gudchéng zhong yduyixié zhang'ai?
B Ui A A AR R A — SR ?

or that there are obstacles in the process?
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46
Qishi wd péngdao de waigudrén hén dud dou shi zai zhér gongzud de.
FLS R ) A0 E AR 2 # R AEX )L AR .

Actually, many of the foreigners I've encountered came here for work.

47
Géi wo de yinxiang shi tamen you y1 gé hén féngbi hén xiao de quanzi,
25 IR BN R AT — MR E AR/ FE T

My impression is that they have a very closed and small circle,

48
ranhou tamen buda yuanyi gén Zhongguoreén jiaoliu.
RIEAATIAS K I S PR S i

and they are not very willing to communicate with Chinese people.

49

Weéishénme ne?
N AWe?

Why is that?

50
DiyT gé wénti wo juéde shi ylyan de zhang'ai ba.
A ) IR AT T S PR AT .

I think the first issue is the language barrier.

51

Dabufen waigudrén ta de Zhongwén qgishi bing bushi tai hao.
RS A LAt PR o SCH ST AN R R G

Most foreigners don't speak Chinese very well.
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52
Laoshishud, wd pengdao de waigudérén hén shao
Z S, FRRE AN E AR

To be honest, | rarely see foreigners

53
nénggou yong liuli de Zhongwén lai jiaoliu de.
REM HIUAA B o SOCRASHRL Y o

who can communicate fluently in Chinese.

54
Sudyi wo juéde shouxian tamen déi ba Zhongwén zhangwo hao le
PTG AT e S th S R T T

So | think they first need to master the Chinese language

55
ranhou cai néng qu géngshén y1 bu de
I A e LR — D

before they can go a step further

56
qu jiéjiao dao Zhongguod péngyou.
REEZFIPE A A

in making Chinese friends.

57

Yaome jiushi zhéxié Zhongguorén ta bénshén
B e e [E N\ Ath A B

Or, (they need to make friends with) Chinese
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58
jiushi Yingwén jiang de hén hao,
ARG IR LT,

who are already proficient in English,

59
ranhou yé shuxt waigud de wenhua,
IR RSN E A,

and who are familiar with foreign cultures.

60
zhéyang tamen jiu ké&yi lido dao yikuai qu.
XAEATAT T T A 21— R 25

In that case, they can communicate without problems.

61
Ni diyTci jiao waigud péngyou shi shénmeshihou?
YRS — IR AN E AR AT A i 2

When was the first time you made foreign friends?

62
W diyici jiao waigud péngyou kénéng shi gaozhong de shihou.
FREE— RS AN E A A AT BE 2 e v I ik

The first time was probably in high school.

63

Gaozhong de shihou wdmen ydu y1 gé waijiao ke,
i PR EA T — AN MR,

We had classes taught
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64
jiushi waijiao laoshi.
AN

by foreign teachers.

65
Qishi wdmen rénwéi tamen shi péngyou
FERRATA I ABA T2 B A

We considered the teachers as friends,

66
tamen yé gé&i women yT1 gé ganjué jiushi
AbAT T 25 BT — AR

and they also gave us the impression that

67
tamen yuanyi lai zud women de péngyou,
AT R IRATII A A

they were willing to be our friends,

68
yuanyi gén wdmen jiaoliu goutong,
JE R PATI A v,

and willing to communicate with us.

69

sudyi wo jiu juéde zhé yé suanshi péngyou ba.
It AR A3t 5 4 1 R0 I ACHES

So | think they could be regarded as friends.
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70
Ranhou women xuéxiao huan le hao jige waijiao,
RIGEATFRH T UF JLAINEL

Our school had several foreign teachers

71
you y1 gé shi cong Nans1lafa lai de, yuanlai de Nansilafa
AR BRI R, SRR B R

and one of them was from the former Yugoslavia.

72
Xianzai zhége gudjia yijing bu cunzai le.
MAERZANEF OB T

This country no longer exists.

73
Ta lai jiao woémen Yingweén, 3 jiu hui bijiao cézhong yu yufa,
AR FARATIE S, At 2> EL AN T-1H %,

He came to teach us English. He would focus more on teaching us grammar,

74
jiao women yixié jichu de dongxi,
AT — LR AR T,

and some other basic aspects,

75

jiu xiang nazhdng Sdlian moshi de xué Yingwén.
EIRE S IGUDINR B i

which was characteristic of the Soviet teaching style.
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76
Na gén wdmen yiyang ma, jiu hén dui women wéikou | Dui
HRERFRATT—FEWE, AARXTEATTE | X

This was just like our style, so it should've suited us. | Right.

77
Houlai jiu ydu Méigué de, ydu Jianada de,
Ja KA EE M. A IERN,

Later, we had teachers from the United States, Canada,

78
ranhou ydu Xinxilan de.
RIEH BT

and New Zealand.

79
Qizhong wo jide hén qingchu, ydu y1 gé Jianada de waijiao
Hrh e BIRER, A MInERKSML

| remember very clearly, there was a Canadian foreign teacher

80
ranhou ta shi y1 gé nianging xiaohudzi.
WRIEH R — N ERAMKT

who was a young man.

81

Wodmen nage shihou wéndu hén df,
FRATTHBA I i Tt AR

The temperature was very low at that time,
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82
ta chuan le yT gé bingqiu duanku lai,
fihzg T —ANUKEREE R,

but he wore ice hockey shorts (to the class),

83
women jiu juéde hén zhenjing.
AT AR

which was very shocking to us (because it was wintertime)!

84
Wa, hao shénqi! Zhé jiushi waiguérén ma?
M, A XA AN E A ?

(I thought) wow, amazing! Is this what foreigners are like?

85
Zhé jiushi dianshi shang kandao de waiguérén?
Xt L B AN E N ?

Is this the foreigners we see on TV?

86
Zhénde buytyang ai!
FIAS—FER |

They're truly different (from us)!

87

Ranhou ni hui dui ta de wénhua chanshéng haoqi,
IR IE AR A B SO = A i 7

So, we became curious about his culture
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88
ni hui ziran de xiang qu lidojié ta, ni zhidao ma?
PRes FARHAR 25 1 A, PR NTE NG ?

and naturally wanted to get to know him better, you know?

89
Wdmen ydu tongxue...
HATA R ..

We had classmates...

90
yinwéi women dangshi hén xihuan wan diannao yduxi
BRI FATT 2 AR - W B Fi i e 2K

At that time, we were really into computer games

91
yoOu ge youxi jiao Xingji zhéngba.
A AR R B S5

and there was a game called StarCraft.

92
Wodmen jiu yué ta shud néng bu nénggou fangxué yihou
FATH L At 1 e ASBE 8 T8 LA

We asked him if he could join us after school

93

ranhou women qu wangba, ranhou woémen qu lianjtyouxi.
IRIG AT LG, SR 5 FRAT 2 BRI -

in an internet café to play the game together.
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94
Qishi jiushi xiang shud tongguo gén ta yiqi wan yduxi
LSl AR G o PR A — R B Ak

Actually, we just wanted to develop a friendship with him

95

ranhou fazhan chi yT duan yduyi, dui ba?
e R et —BOKGH, XIE?

by playing games together, right?

96
Haiydu yT gé jiushi M&iguo lai de,
A —N 22 E R 1,

There was another teacher who was from the United States,

97
wo jide ta mingzi jiao Tony
Fidf 44 51y Tony

and | remember his name was Tony.

98
dagai wu liu shi sui, ranhou ta zhigian qu guo Féizhou.
KT, RG22 .

He was probably in his fifties or sixties, and he had been to Africa before.

99

Ta xihuan yixié huwai yundong, ta xihuan panyan shénmede.
Xk —Le AhiEE), s REEE A AR

He enjoyed outdoor activities, such as rock climbing and more.
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100
Shangké de shihou, ta buhui qu anzhao kébén lai jiao women,
EIREOI R, A A2 LA IRIRACSREIRAT,

He didn't teach us using textbooks,

101
ranhou ta jiu jiao wdémen yixié biéde dongxi.
IR At At BT — L 2R G

instead he would teach us in some other ways.

102
Birashud wén wémen dui panyan gan bu ganxingqu?
EE AR I AT T B AN R ?

For example, he would ask if we were interested in rock climbing

103
Dui da zhangpeng gan bu ganxingqu?
Xf PEIRK S AN R ?

or setting up tents.

104
Ta jiu zai jiaoshi I ba nage zhangpeng da qilai,
b R AE 2 3 HLATIR A ik S kR

He would set up a tent right in the classroom,

105

wodmen dou juéde zhexié dongxi hén yduqu.
TATHE W AFIX R VG IR B

and we found these things interesting.
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106
Ta hai jiang le yixié shéngjing gushi ba
(L% B St 2t & AL

He also told us Bible stories.

107
Dangshi banshang méiyou rén zhidao zhe shi shéngjing gushi.
HINE ERCH NFNEX R LA

At that time, no one in the class knew about Bible stories.

108

Danshi wd du guo, wo jiu gén ta shud
BRI, Bt

But | had read them, so | told him that.

109
Ranhou ta shud wa, ni jlran zhidao!
SRIE AR, RE SR AIE !

He said, "Wow, you actually know about them?!

110
Zhé shi shéngjing gushi ai!
KR XL R

These are Bible stories!"

111

W6 juéde wa, hao ydu chéngijiugan
G, LFA B

| felt a great sense of achievement
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112
wo beéi bidoyang le, béi laosh!
TWEE T, wezn!

because | was praised by a teacher!

113
Qishi wd gén ta jiushi you y1 duan man chang shijian de jiaolia,
FCsRER gt A — BRI TR R A2

Actually, we had a fairly long period of communication.

114
bunéng suanshi hén shéncéngci de ybuyi,
AN REFLARARIRIE IR A

| won't say it was a profound friendship,

115
danshi yduyixié huati women shi nénggou liao de.
B — LeTh AT RS Y o

but there were some topics we could discuss.

116

Zai jiashang dangshi wo de Yingweén yé butai hao,
PRI _b 2 A SO AKES

My English wasn't very good at that time,

117

woémen néng lido de huati dou hén yduxian.
FATREIN 1 R AR A PR

so the topics we discussed were quite limited.
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118
Danshi wd haishi juéde gén tamen hudong
(B e JIL 2 e A3 FRABA 1 .50

But | still found interacting with (foreigners)

119
shi yT jian hén ybuqu de shiqging.
e —HRA I F .

to be very interesting.

120
Jiushi ni yé& péngdao ting dud waigudrén,
R AR AL R HE 2 AR E N,

So you've met quite a few foreigners

121
gén hén dud waigudreén jiaoliu guo ma
PRAR 22 Ah B\ A2 i i Wbk

and communicated with many of them.

122
NI juéde zai gén Zhonggudrén jidopéngyou de shihou,
PR 575 2R A NS R AR I

What do you think is the most noticeable difference

123

you shénme shi ni zhuyi dao de zui mingxian de buténg?
AR R S B I AR ?

when making friends with (foreigners) compared to Chinese?
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124
Zui mingxian de butong, wo zhuyi dao de jiushi
BREHIAR, FE = B2

The most apparent difference | noticed is that

125
wo hui geng yuanyi gén waiguoéren
W R IRAMEA

| was able to discuss

126
lido yixié bijiao you shendu de huati.
i — L6 HE A TR FE 1 R

deeper topics with foreigners (compared to Chinese).

127

Geén Zhongguorén dehua,
PR A E A,

With Chinese,

128
haoxiang chule yixieé hén xido de jiushi richang huati
IFHEER T — AR /NI I H R 1

it seems that the conversations tend to be more about everyday life,

129

tiangi ya, ranhou ni jiehtin méiydu a,

RAWE SRIGIRGE 08 B A W,

such as: "How is the weather?", "Are your married?"
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130
ni de gongzi dudshao ya
TRE) T8 2 /b f

or "How much is your salary?".

131
RUgud ni jiéhdn le, ni yduméiydu xidohai?
WERIRGEWS T, IREEE /N2

If you're married, do you have children?

132
Rugud ni you xiaohai, ni you jige xidohai?
MPNRE DN RE AN

If you have children, how many?

133
Rugud ni you jige xiaohai,
WRARA S NEZ,

If you have multiple children,

134
zhéxié xidohai shi nanhai haishi niihai?
XN B IR L i

are they boys or girls?

135

Rugud shangxué le,
MR BT,

If they're in school,
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136
shi shang de xidoxué, zhongxué haishi daxué?
se BRI/ il R K

are they in elementary school, middle school, or university?

137
Haiyou jiushi tamen hui wén ni zhu zai nali a?
AT B A AT £ T R A A R LR 2

They might also ask where you live.

138
Rugud ta zhidao ni zhu zai nage xiaoqu
A At R TEARAEAERAS N X

If they know the neighborhood you live in,

139
0, nage xidoqd! Na ni zhu de fangzi dud da ya?
W, BASNX Y ISURAE 0 55 1 2 K 2

they will then ask: "How big is your apartment

140
Huxing shi shénme ya?
IR AW

and what is the layout?"

141

Ta jiu hui wen zhéyang de huati

At 5t 2 TR S A 1 175 7

These are the questions they will ask.
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142

Qishi wo bushi hén yuanyi qu jiang
H A RIRIE B

Actually, | don't like talking about

143
zhéxié shlyu gérényinsi de huati.
X EEJE T A NS AL

topics that are very personal.

144
Yinwei ni zhidao zhéxié ganshénme ne?
A A 2 4 22

What will they do with this information?

145
Ni zhtdao wo zhu liang shi y1ting, san shi yi ting
RFERANE T ZE—)T

Whether | have two or three bedrooms,

146
yT gé cesud, liang ge césud
—/NR S AN i

one or two bathrooms

147

gén ni you shénme guanxi ma? Wo juéde...
RAREH AR R ? AT

has nothing to do with them. | feel...

mandarincorner.org

25



Why Do Chinese and Foreigners View Friendship Differently

148
Kéyi panduan ni yduméiydu qgian.
AT LAHIB R A R

They can judge if you're rich.

149
Na rugud ni zhidao wod ydugian le, na xiaytbu ne?
A RAREER AR T, T —20?

So if they find out that | am rich, what next?

150

Ni you yao zud shénme ne?
IR SEA A AW ?

What do they want?

151
W8 jits juéde tebié bu Ijié
P AR ) AN B

| just don't understand.

152
Dud gén ni jidoliu, jidoliu yixia ni shi zénme zhéng dao zhége gian de,
ZERIRASUR, SCH— TRZ B A B AR,

They can ask you, how do you make your money

153

ranhou yé jiao jiao wo.

NERCEZEE P

and can you teach them how to do it?
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154
Rugud wod néng zhéng dao zhége gian, wo hai yao jiao ni ma?
R BEH BIX AR, FRICEH ARG ?

If | do make a lot of money, why should | teach them?

155
Rugud ni dou néng ziji zhéng dao qgian le,
WRARE R H ORI T

If they already could make money,

156
ni jiu buydng qgingjiao wo le.
A HIEHIR T .

they wouldn't be asking me.

157
Guanyu wén gongzi ta hén changjian,
KT THERE W,

Asking about salary is very common (in China).

158
changjian dao shénme zhuangtai ne?
W EH AR ?

It's so common that...

159

Jiushi ydéudeshihou woé gén moshéngrén liaotian,
HUEA B RHE IR A A NTIR,

Sometimes | talk with strangers,
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160
jit birashud chizaché sijt
At e i AR 42 =] AL

for example, taxi drivers

161
W6 tébié xihuan gén chizlché sijt liaotian.
FRARF ) R A2 m LR

who | really enjoy talking to.

162
Ydudeshihou jiu hui xiang wén yixia hangyé de xianzhuang ma
A Il 23 AR ) — TS A7 Mk B IR AR

I like to ask them about the current state of their industry

163
jiushi xianzai shéngyi zénmeyang a?
R IAE A R B AR ?

and how their business is going.

164
Jiushi hai bu déng wd weén ta
A IEANEE IR ) Al

Before | even get a chance to ask about

165

ni yT gé yué zhéng dudshao gian?
=" A2 D

how much they make in a month,
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166

Ta zhijié jiu gaosu wo,
(URERESNERITE o

they'll tell me right away that

167
wo yT tian kénéng jiushi ydu san bai de liushui
W—RATHERE A = F KK

they might have a daily turnover of three hundred yuan,

168
ranhou chuaqu you gian, chuqu zhége zhége zhége de,
RIGER LR, BREXAXANIXAH,

and after deducting the cost of fuel, this and that,

169

wo dagai jiushi nénggou zhéng ge
TRl 2 e g 451>

they make roughly

170

yT bai wu a, lidng bai zhéyangzi.
—HEIMW L PIEXRET .

150 or 200 yuan.

171

Ta jiu yijing gén wo jiaodai wan le.

bt DA BRI AARTE T .

They will just tell me everything (regarding their income).
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172
Yinwéi ta... youqishi chtiziché siji,
PRt JCHGE AL R L,

Because they... Especially taxi drivers,

173
yinwei tamen shi hén xihuan baoyuan de yT1 ge qunti.
R AT TR AR B AR A8 ) — A

they are a group that likes to complain a lot.

174
Weéishénme ne?
N2 ?
Why?

175
Yinwei tamen de gongzud hén xinkd,
A ABAT T TAEAR S8,

Because their work is very hard,

176
ranhou tamen de shouru hén dr.
R JE AT NARA

their income is low,

177

Ta méiydu shénme hao yincang de ma, duibudui?
AT A A BF BT, X ASX ?

and they have nothing to hide, right?
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178
Zai Zhdngguo you y1 gé xianxiang jiushishud yduxiérén
FEFEA — DR L WA LEN

In China, there is a phenomenon where some people

179
gishi ta méiydu ta kanshangqu zhéme yodugqian.
Hostt A g B RX A .

are not as wealthy as they appear to be.

180
Jit birushuo yéu hén dud rén tan shéngyi, dui ba?
AR AR 2 NRAE R, XE?

For example, people that need to attend business meetings,

181
Ta kénéng feéngrfukuan mai le y1 tai hao ché, okay?
M FTRETH AT KK T — B 5%, okay?

might buy an expensive car on installment payments

182
Hudzhé shud ta za le y1 liang hao ché,
B ULMAL T — s,

or rent a luxury car,

183

ranhou ta hui yingzao yizhdng ta hén ydugian de ganjué.
R et 28 i — Rt IR A B R

in order to create the impression that they're wealthy.
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184
Jiushi zhége shéhui cdng shangcéng
AR ML LR

This kind of people can be found in all levels of society, from the upper class,

185
dao zhongcéng dao xiacéng dou you zhéyang de rén.
B2 2T R AAZFERN

middle class and lower class.

186
NI kéyi kan nage Héngda ma, dui ba?
PRAT U AN FERWER, RFiE 2

You can look at Evergrande.

187
Héngda laoban Xu Jiayin ma,
(ED Ny TR EIL

The boss of Evergrande, Xu Jiayin,

188
ta yingzao cha y1 fu ta hén ydugian de yangzi.
fibE i H — B AR A R R T

often projected an image that he was very wealthy

189

Cong ta chuan de yifu, ta zhu de jitdian,

MABZE AR At AT FRO9R E

through the clothes he wore, the hotels he stayed in,
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190
ta chi de dongxi sudydu de zhéxié
Hh Iz 25 VU BT A X L

the food he ate, and so on.

191
Kanshangqu shi yT gé hén ybéugian de rén, duibudui?
BLERLMRERIIN, XAXS?

He appeared to be a very wealthy person, right?

192
Shijishang ta shi fuzhai de, dui ba?
SEFR At AR, XSE?

But in reality, he was in debt, right?

193
Danshi ta qu zhao rénjia jiegian
B R R AN A5 B

However, when he tried to borrow money from people

194
hudzhé zhao yinhang daikuan de shihou
B HRARAT DT A i

or from banks,

195

huozhé gén biéren tan shéngyi de shihou,
B BRI N R A T IR

or when he negotiated business with others,
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196
ta yongyuan xianshi chu ta hén you shili de yangzi.
ARz B A AR ST HIRE

he always seemed to be financially strong.

197
NI zhiydu lidng kuai gian,
PR M ELER,

When you only have two dollars,

198
dan ni yao zhuangchi ni ydu shiwt kuai gian de yangzi.
BARERE HARA + LRI RE T

you have to pretend that you have fifteen.

199
Huashuohuilai, dao chizicheé siji nage difang
TR, 2 AL ZE =LA 7

Going back to taxi drivers,

200
ta shi y1 gé hén shizai de gongzud, ta jiu bu xdyao wuxu de,
fib e — MR SEFER AR, Al ASTE 255 R,

they are practical workers and don't need to engage in empty formalities.

201

ta bu xdyao rang biéren qu cai.
AT ZEAE N 5

They don't need others to guess.
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202
Jilshi woémen de pingjanshouru
R TRATHIE BN

The average income in our country

203
gishi bushi hén gao de yT1 gé gugjia,
HRARIR @ — M ER,

is not very high,

204

suiran women de GDP vyijing shijié di'ér le, dui ba?
BEIRIAT GDP e A =1, XiE?

despite our GDP being the second highest in the world, right?

205
Shehui shi chuangzao le hén dud caifu,
MRS TREME,

Society has created a lot of wealth,

206
danshi pingjan dao gérén téu shang jiu méiydu dudshao le
(EPRS SHE YN s & E2 N

but when it's averaged out per person, there's not much.

207

Sudyi méigerén zhuangian dou hén xinku.

BT AR N IR AT AR 73

So everyone has to work hard in order to make money.
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208
W0 juéde zhé yé shi yT gé wéishénme Zhongguorén
TRAFE MR A E A

I think this is also why Chinese people

209
hén xihuan wén rénjia ydou dudoshao gian de yuanyin.
IREMINFAE 2 DA A

like to ask others how much money they make.

210
Jiushi women xianzai hai chuzai y1 gé jiushi
AATRATIAE LA — a2

We are still in a state

211
dui gian gandao jiké de zhuangtai, ni zhidao ma?
PRI BN LB PR, IRFNTE RS ?

where we are hungry for money, you know?

212
Birushud ni mai le fang, duibudui?
FEani AR sk 1 55, XFANKE?

For example, if you bought a house,

213

Ni yoéu le xidohai, ni jiéhdn le, ni yéu hén dud huaxiao.

WA TN, RGNS T, IREIRZAEH.

you're married and you have kids, then you'll have a lot of expenses, right?

mandarincorner.org

36



Why Do Chinese and Foreigners View Friendship Differently

214
Ranhou zhéxié xiaohai hai yao dusha, dushi yao huagian.
SRR IR BN IR B, P EAR.

Later, you kids need to go to school and it will cost money.

215
Ragud ni shi dushéngzinli dehua,
W RAR S A T I,

If you are the only child in your family,

216
ni hai yao gongyang ni de fumd,
TRIEERIRIRI AL

you'll also have to support your parents

217
ranhou haiydu ni laopd de fumda.
RIFIEAVREEERI L B,

and your wife's parents as well (in their older years).

218
Women yijing méiydu dudshao shijian qu
TR A 2 /DE %

We don't have much time

219

jiushi zai aihao fangmian huashijian le.
UL 52 U D5 THAERS 8] T

for developing hobbies.
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220
Women juéde zhé shi buwuzhéngye,
PATRAFXRAF M,

We think (hobbies) are not practical matters

221
jiushi zhéxié shi méiydu yong de shiqing.
Fe X L e A 3.

and are useless.

222
Ni buyao gén wo lido zhéxié méiyong de shiqing.
PRANEE PRICHIIX 635 F i it

So, don't talk to me about these useless things.

223
Shénme jiao yduyong?
a4 H?

What is useful?

224
Jiushi néng zhénggian de dongxi
AL REFF R R TG

Things that can make money!

225

NI yijing méiydu shijian qu yanjit aihao le
reg & E N LW L T

You no longer have time to pursue hobbies
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226
sudydu de shijian, yaome ni zai xitixi,
FIr A Rt a], ELARER R,

because all your time is either spent resting

227
yaome ni jiu zai zhuangian.
LAAREAE R -

or making money.

228

Ni xitxi y& shi wéile géng hao de zhuangian, dui ba?

TR BTy T B bk, g ?

Even when you're resting, it's for the purpose of becoming more efficient at making

money, right?

229
Danshi cong waigudérén laishud,
(EPY DN SITE

But for (Western) foreigners,

230
ta de shouru shuiping dou shi bi Zhonggudrén gao hén dud,
ISR R e NS R 2

their income level is much higher than that of Chinese people,

231
ranhou ta néng guo y1 gé hén timian de shénghué.
R e Re I — MR A
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and they can lead a decent life.

232
Jiushi gongzuo zht yu,
R TIEZR,

After work,

233
ta hai kéyl qu fazhan ta de xingqu aihao.
b 3 RT A2 R A R % R 52 BT

they can develop their interests and hobbies.

234
Sudyi ta cai zai zhéxié fangmian shi ydusud zaoyi,
It LIt A X 287 A B i,

That's why they can achieve something in these areas,

235
ta cai néng lido chu dongxi lai.
fih 7 REMN HE 2R PR

and are able to engage in this kind of conversation.

236
Wodmen Zhongguo jiating génbén meéiyou shijian,
FRAT e [ R AR AR I AT IS [H)

Chinese families simply don't have the time

237
génbén meéiyodu jingli qu zud zhéxié shiqing.
IRAAHE S X L1
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or energy to do these things.

238

Qita de rén ne?
FoAth i) A Wig 2

What about other people?

239
Yé you hén dud shdougud gaodéngjiaoyu de nianqingrén ne?
WHIRL 2 &S E ER AN ?

There are also many young (Chinese) who have received higher education, right?

240
Na zhézhdng niangingrén zud péngyou dehua,
AR I T AR NASO A 35

If you make friends with this kind of young people,

241
yinggai haishi ké&yi lido chi yixié shendu de huati de ba?
JRE 12735 A& PT ARSI HH — 6 R P 135 AP S 2

you should be able to discuss some deeper topics with them, right?

242
Zui you shijian qu fazhan gérén aihao,
A I ) 25K A N AT

People with the most time

243
zui you jingli qu fazhan gérén aihao,
ARG 1L RN NEZLT
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and energy to develop hobbies

244
dagai jiushi ni shud de nage
Rl A2 PR i P A

are probably the ones you mentioned,

245
shougud gaodéngjiaoyu de nage déngji.
L S HOE KRN E

who have received higher education.

246
Ranhou tamen de gongzuo bijiao hao,
SR JE AT AR B At

They have nice jobs,

247
ranhou ydu hén dud shijian, you hén dud...
RIGHIRZ A, HIRZ ..

plenty of free time, and...

248
Ranhou ta de jingjizhuangkuang yé hén hao,
SR JE A A TR LR 4T,

their financial situation is also good,

249
kéyi zhichéng zhéyang de aihao.
A DASCEEIXRER 0
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which allows them to develop hobbies.

250
Haiydu jiushi xuésheng.
VSN ks 3 o

The other group is students.

251
Jit xiang wo shub de, zai women xuésheng shidai
MBI, FERATFAER AR

As | said, as students,

252
woémen ydu da ba de shijian,
FATA AT [a],

we have plenty of time,

253
qian yé& bu xdiyao kaoll, shi ba?
B ATEEE, ZIE?

and money is not a concern, right?

254
Yé méiyou vyali,
R Z SN

There's no (financial) stress,

255
sudyi women de jingli dou hua zai aihao shangmian.
FIT AFRATTHRG J HRAEAE 22 4T L8
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so we can spend our energy on developing hobbies.

256
Danshi pubian laishud dabufen rén laishuo,
(EFERS TP QTN 15PN ST

But for most people,

257
ta bushi zhéyang de y1 gé zhuangkuang.
A AR IR — AR

that's not the case.

258

Sudyi ni hén nan zhaodao nazhdng néng gén ni liao zhéxié de...
FIT LAARAR M 4k 2 A B R AR I I L .

That's why it's hard to find (Chinese) friends

259
lido yixie bijiao shéndu huati de péngyou.
O — 1 L AR P 1 R ) I A o

who can talk with you about deeper topics.

260
Qianmian women shuoddao
T FRAT 1156 21

Earlier we talked about

261
jiushi Zhongguorén hé Zhonggudreén zaiyiqi
e AT ARk
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how Chinese people

262
bushi bijiao xihuan huxiang weén jiating béijing?
AR HCECE IR AR ) R B2 T 57

like to ask about each other's family background, right?

263

Kénéng zai shénru yidian,
A REFHARAN— £

They might even go further

264
ta hui hén zhibai de qu wen ni zhéng le dudéshao gian.
AR B 2 RS T 20k

and bluntly ask how much money you make.

265
Ni juéde zhége huati zai waiguorén zhijian tamen hui lido ma?
PRBEAFIZ AU RBAE AN E N Z A AT T Hne 2

Do you think foreigners will discuss these types of topics among themselves?

266
Buhui buhui
AaAhe

No.

267
Chuféi nimen shi xiangyao shuo zaiyiqi zud yT gé shénme shiye,
BRAEVRATR AR E AR — R — M2k,
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Unless they are considering starting a business together

268
Zuo yT gé shénme gongzuo
f— M AR

or something like that,

269
ranhou ydu biyao qu zhidao zhéxié xinxi, dui ba?
RIGHLEZMIEIXLEAFE, XiE?

and there is a need to know this information, right?

270
Danshi zai pingshi shuo jiushi xiang tonggud zhege xunwen
(L A - I 33l A AELE A XA 1) )

But generally, if it's just for the purpose of

271
qu zhangwo biéren de mdéuzhdng gingbao,
P L EVIPNGOE SR

getting personal information,

272
wo juéde shi buhui liao de.
FILAFRA I o

| don't think they will ask.

273
Wo de naxié waigud péngyou,
IR LA ME A,
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My foreign friends

274
tamen jiu hén shao qu wén wd shénghud zénmeyang
AATTHUAR D> 2 ) AT B Ak

seldom ask me about my (personal) life,

275
shouru zénmeyang hudzhé zénmeyang
WNTE AREERE EARE

my income and so on.

276
Tamen y1ban dazhaohu jiushishud ni zuijin z€nmeyang?
AT — AT AR DR BRI B AR ?

They usually greet me by asking: "How have you been lately?"

277
Zhé kénéng shi yT g& hén méhu de dongxi,
KRR MRE 2R T,

The (question) is very vague.

278
jiushishud ni kai bt kaixin a? Huozhé shud ni zuijin...
FAEVLARTFANTT 0] 2 B BRI

It can mean, are you happy? Or, recently...

279
ni shénshang fashéng le shénme yduqu de shiging?
RS ERAE T AH B FE?
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Is there anything interesting that happened to you?

280
Ni kan le yT gé shénme dianying a?
W& T — Mt Bsm 2

Or, what movie did you watch?

281
Tamen bijiao hui lido zhége dongxi.
AATTEL B 2 AN 2R PG

They are more likely to talk about these topics.

282
Rugud ni gen Zhonggud de péngyou liaotian dehua,
A SRR ER H [ R AR A0 R #0335

When you talk with Chinese friends,

283
tamen hén shao hui wén ni shuo, ai
AR D> 2 AR B, 1

they rarely ask: "Hey,

284
ni zuijin kan le y1 gé shénme dianying méiyéu a?
Rl | —MME A R ?

have you watched that movie recently?"

285
W6 rénshi de dabufen rén
e LN AP N
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Most people | know

286
buhui zai dui zhéxié dongxi ganxingqu,
AN PG IX 6 2R G JEOM R,

are not interested in these topics,

287
yé buxiang gén qita rén fenxiang
WA PR HA N 7)==

or they don't want to share

288
huozhé liao ni zudtian wanshang kan le yT gé shénme dianying.

S EWRIERIE B T — MEA R

and discuss with others what movie they watched the night before.

289
Qianmian wdémen jiang Zhonggud péngyou zhijian
AT BA T3 R I A 1A

We mentioned earlier that Chinese friends

290
hui xiangyao tan qingchu ni de jingjizhuangkuang.
SAEERIE AR A TR

like to find out about your financial situation.

291
Jiashé ni zai gén Zhonggud péngyou lidotian de shihou,
BB AR TE R o AR AT R R Bk
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So when you are talking with Chinese friends,

292
ni hui... fangbéi xin hui giang yidian ma?
oz Wi Dok — i ?

will you be more guarded?

293
Jiushi kénéng buhui name chéngshi de gén ta liaotian.
FUAE P BEAN S 4 i S L ER A IR

I mean, will you be less honest with them?

294
Juédui bu chéngshi, wdé méiydu yiju chéngshi de hua.
AP AL, IKAE —FWESEE

| will definitely not be honest, not a single honest word.

295
Birushuo coéng langiuchang shang rénshi de péngyou,
EC il M BE BRI IR A

For example, a friend | made from the basketball court

296
wo méici qu ta zongshi hui wen,
WARR F AL 217,

always asked me,

297
ni ydumeéiydu nlipéngyou a? Jiéhin méiydu a?
TR BA AR ? G505 A ?
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Do you have a girlfriend? Are you married?

298
W& shud wd méiydu jiehan.
WU G5 -

| told him that | was not married.

299
W& shud de méiydu,
LU HIEA

The reason | said that

300
gishi shi wo buxiang zai jinxing zhége huati.
HIR AR HAT X AME

was because | didn't want to continue discussing this topic.

301
W& buxiang gén ta lido zhége huati.
FRANAE PR A B0 R

| didn't feel like discussing it with him.

302

W6 jiu shud daqiu ba, daqiu ba.
A BT ERIE, FTERIE.

| just told him: "Let's play!"

303
Houlai ta zai wdmen zhu de tongyT gé xiaoq,
JE RABAEFATE R [F — /DX,
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Later, he saw me with my girlfriend

304
ta jitl kandao wod gén woé nilipéngyou zaiyiqi le, ni zhidao ma?
bt A B RERR LA RAE—#E 1, ARANIEN ?

in the complex where we lived, you know?

305

Ni zhidao women daqgiu ydu yi gé Weixin qun, okay?
PRATERATTEA — 5%, okay?

Our basketball team has a WeChat group, okay?

306
Ta jiu zai Waixin qun I jit shud,
L AE AU T e

So, he asked me in the group:

307
natian wanshang kandao nage nlhai shi shéi a? Ta jil wén wd
TR b BN 222 HET 2 At 5t 1) 3

"Who was the girl | saw you with the other night?"

308
W06 haishi méiyou huida ta.
AL FEBA A1 Al

| still didn't answer him.

309
WO jiu shuo, ni zainar tdukut wo ne?
AU, VRTETR) L BTN ?
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| just said, "Are you spying on me?"

310
Ta shud méiyou, wd jit kandao ni chali,
fli i, HAEBIIRHR,

He said no, | just saw you two together

311
nimen lidng gé zaiyiqi.
PRAITPANE .

when you were out.

312
W6 shud na shi wd méi.
Pt & TRk

| said, it was my sister.

313
W40 ganjué wen hanyin zhuangtai
FRIRGE [ USRS

| feel that asking about marital status

314
zhége zhénde shi tai tai tai changijian le!
XA FL YRR KR W T

is extremely common (in China).

315
Jit bi wén ni gongzi hai yao changjian.
s EE iR AR Bt 28 W,
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It's even more common than asking about your salary.

316
Jiu birishud wo yoéu yici... jiushi jingchang qu sanbu de shihou,
SR — k... R AT B ORIk,

For example once... When | went out for a walk,

317
ranhou jiu péngdao y1 gé dian de laobanniang.
IR AL 2] — A BB

I met a lady who owed a shop.

318
Ranhou jiu méici jianmian de shihou
SR 5 AR R DL T Y P

| would greet her

319
jiu hui da gé zhaohu shénmede.
AT N HEIAT A

every time | saw her.

320

Ranhodu zai di-san si ci de shihou ne,
IR JEAE S = DU IR I A

By the third or fourth time,

321
ta jiu hui kaishi gén ni lidotian.
IS AR ER URIBIR
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she started chatting with me.

322
Ranhou jiu hui wén, ni jiéhdn le méiydu a?
SRIGHL S IA], ARGEUS T A2

She asked: "Are you married?

323
Ni yduméiyou xiaohai a?
TRA A NI ?

Do you have children?"

324
Ranhou wo jiu zai xiang wd yao zénme huida ta.
R G FAE R IR ELE 4 IR ot

| was thinking how | should answer her.

325
Yinwéi ragudshud wd méiydu jiehln dehua,
DRI Ayt S FRI A S 08 11

If | told her that | was not married,

326
ta kénding yao zhangluo zhe géi wo jieshao.
I Hy 5E Ik B B IR

for sure she would be introducing a guy to me

327
Hudzhé wén, zhéme da le ni z&nme hai bu jiéhln a?
B, AR TR ARG 2
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or she might ask me: "Why aren't you married yet at your age?

328
Daoshihou ni... nlirén yao jiéhan de ya!
BUNHEAR. .. L NEESE USRI T !

Women should get married!"

329
Ta houmian zhénde gén wod shud guo zhége hua,
5 T8 3 AR R AR U X AN

She actually said that to me later.

330
yizhiyu houlai ta zai wen wd de shihou,
DESNEP RN E 4] hg (7

Eventually, when she asked me about this again,

331
wo shuo you le ydu le, haizi dou ydu le.
RUETHT, ZTHAT .

| just told her: "Yes, | am married and | even have kids!"

332
Ni shuo de zhége xianxiang wd hai zhén jingli guo.
R AR LE R L

I've actually experienced the same thing.

333
Ling jit nian wo zai Chéngdid shangban de shihou,
FIVF AL R L PE IS fi%
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In 2009, when | was working in Chengdu,

334
jiushi wdmen gongsrt gén lingyT ge gongsi
AR TATAFIR 5 — A A F]

our company was cooperating

335
shi ydu hézuo guanxi de.
A ETERAN .

with another company

336
W6 fuzeé jiushi génjin zhége hézud guanxi,
A TR IR XA ETER R,

and | was in charge of following up on this matter.

337
wo jiu hui gén duimian gongsT de rén dajiaodao.

L PR 2 7 RN AT ACE

So | would deal with people from that other company.

338
Tamen xiang gén ni haoxiang sidixia jiaopéngyou
AT TAEERAR A B ALER

They wanted to be friends with me,

339
tamen jiu g&i wo jiéshao nlipéngyou.
ATz Fe LA
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so they tried to set me up with a girl.

340

Ta shud, wdmen rénshi yT gé nlishéng,
fid, BATNR—A 2k,

They said, "We know this girl,

341
ni gan bu ganxingqu?
PRIEANE R ?

are you interested?"

342
W6 buxiang huida zhége dongxi, ni zhidao ma?
AR R XARVG, IRFITES ?

| didn't want to answer that, you know?

343
Tamen you yT tian, tamen jiu ba zhaopian fa gudlai le!
AT —R, MATHHE R AR T

One day, they sent me a photo of her!

344

Jit shud héi, ni juéde zhége nlishéng z&nmeyang?
HUER, RIEAFRIADLEEARE?

They asked, "Hey, what do you think of this girl?

345
Women géi ni tuijian le hén jiu le,
AV AR TIRA T
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We've been trying to introduce her to you for a long time,

346
ni z&énme meiyou fanying?
IREABARL?

why aren't you responding?"

347
Hao réxin a!
7 HL I |

They were so enthusiastic (about helping others)!

348

What the? Ganma ya?

What the? “F-WhHf 2

(I was thinking): "What the (hell)?

349

Nimen zai ganshénme ya?
PRAIETAT 200 ?

What are you guys doing?

350
Baitud le! Buyao zhéyang!
FEHE T ) ANEIXFE!

Please! Don't do this!"

351
W0 méiydu jiandao rénhé waiguorén shuo,
A WEUETHME N
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| have never met any foreigners who would say:

352
wd géi ni jiéshao gé nlipéngyou, shi wd méi
WEEAVRN BN LR, 2R IR

"Let me introduce you to a girl and she's my sister.

353
Ni yao buyao kankan ta de zhaopian a?
VREEAN LT 75 il 1)y o 2

Do you want to see her picture?"

354
Zai wangshang jiu ydéu hén dud rén yé you tidao guo zhé yidian
FEM AR 2 N RPIT X — 5

Many people online have mentioned that

355
jiushi Zhongguorén zhijian bianjié gan hén ruo.
e T BN A1 AR 55 .

Chinese don't respect personal boundaries.

356
Napa shi bu shu de rén,
B4R 2 AN 2N

Even with people they are not close,

357
ta yé juéde ta yéu zhége quanli qu bangzhu ni.
bt 5 45 At AT X ANBOR] 25 3 B R
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they still feel that they have the right to "help" them.

358
W4 gén ni shud yT gé shénme bianjié gan hén rud de shiqing
FRIRAR UL — A4 10 FHRAR 55 1 F 4

Let me tell you about an incident that shows lack of respect for boundaries.

359
jiushi wd jingchang gén naxié bu shu de rén,
MARIRE HIRAFLEA AN,

| often meet (Chinese) people who,

360
wo diyici jianmian, duifang jiu kaishi pinglun wo le.
W — R W, X7 aa eIk 1.

upon first meeting, start saying to me:

361
Jit shuo ni téufa z&nme zhéme chang a?
AR K AT A ?

"Why is your hair so long?

362
Ni téufa shibushi tang de ya?
PR SR R SREANTE R 2

Did you perm your hair?"

363
W4 de téufa shénme faxing guan ni shénmeshi a?
AR R A AR RAR A S ?
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My hairstyle is none of your business!

364
Ni zhéyang wen wo
PRIZRE ) 3

Why are you asking me that?

365
Ranhou da lanqiu de shihou wd xihuan chuan bijiao duan de duanku,
SR T R BRI A 3 2 Xk o B AR Y R A 5

When | play basketball, | like to wear shorts,

366
ta ji shud wei,
At 35

and the other players will say:

367
weishénme ni chuan name dud hén sdo de duanku lai?
R AR ZE HB 2 2 AR Bk ) R A R 2

"Hey, why are you always wearing these sexy shorts?"

368
Ni bu juéde jiushi dui biéren de waimao pinglun
PRATEAF HEZE XS BN ISP

Don't you think commenting on someone's appearance

369
jiushi zhijieé gaosu biéren
e SR

mandarincorner.org

62



Why Do Chinese and Foreigners View Friendship Differently

so directly

370
pingtéulunzu zhé hén maofan rén ma?
ke 2R E LA ?

is offensive?

371
Birushuo ta péngdao y1 gé héirén,
Eean i A a3 — RN

For example, if they see a Black person,

372
ta jiu ding zhe rénjia kan
(VNI EPNE &)

they'll stare and ask:

373
jiu shud ni wéishénme zhéme héi ya?
AR AT A TX A B ?

"Why are you so dark?"

374
Rugud shi xiaoxuéshéng ta kénding hui zheyang shud.
WSS NP A E XA

They would surely ask this if they were primary students.

375
Rugud shi daren, ta jit shuo
AR RN, At
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But if it's an adult, they might ask:

376
nimen héirén shibushi jijt dou hén da?

PRATBAGEA XGRS HAR K ?

"Do Black men have bigger genitals?"

377

Ta zhijié jiu wén le, wd de ma ya!
(URER N I b L7

They will ask this directly! My God!

378
Wa, ydu zhéyangzi wen de rén ma?
M, AT A ?

Really? People actually ask this so directly?

379
W0 méi ting guo, zhé yé tai maofan le ba! | You a you a
WL, XWAREL T | AR

I've never heard of it. That's really offensive! | Yes, they do!

380
B zhan shang ydu yT gé héirén bézhu,
B ub BA— BN,

On Bilibili, there's a Black vlogger

381
ta hui jiang Sichuan hua.
fb BP0 )13
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who speaks Sichuanese.

382
Hén dud rén weén t3,
(FEDN KW

Many (Chinese) people have asked him (in the comment area),

383
nimen héirén jiji shibushi hén da?
TRAT B NG RE Je AN SRR K ?

Do you people have larger genitals?

384

Jiu méiydu rénhé yanshi de.
HUA AT A -

They ask this very bluntly.

385
W& béi rénjia pinglun zuidud de jiushi
TN R 2 52

The most common comment | get is:

386
wo zuijin pifa you héi le.
I R BT

You're getting darker and darker!

387
Yinwéi wd zhigian bushi qu Dongnanya ma,
DRI 3R 2 AN 2 25 2K B W
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| went to Southeast Asia

388
ranhou jiu xué yéuydng ma shai de hén héi
I S DK DR P AR 2

and | learned to swim there, so | got very tanned.

389
Ranhou méici huilaojia de shihou
N ERSNEEZE A 0IE S

Whenever | go back to my hometown

390
huozhé shi jiandao nazhong haojiubujian de péngyou
B e WL TRF L AN DL A

or meet friends | haven't seen in a long time,

391
tamen yiding hui shud wa, ni héi le hao dud o!
AT —E Ui, REE T2 !

they always say, "Wow, you've gotten so much darker!"

392
Jiu cdn limian de rén, bushi yiqing de shihou
SR RN, ARSI i

During the pandemic,

393
w0 méiydu huijia ma?
A ] 5K 2
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| didn't go home for (Chinese New Year)

394
Ranhou ybu liang san nian meéiyou jian le.
RIEAEM=FRANT .

so people in the village hadn't seen me for two to three years.

395
Jit yéu y1 gé daren, ta jiandao wo shud
/= R M N NP S B R

(When they saw me again), someone who's my parents' age asked me:

396
wa, ni zénme shou chéng zhéyangzi le?!
I, IREAEBRFET 77 !

“Why are you so skinny?!”

397
Tamen jiu hao guanxin o
AT G 5

People were concerned

398
jiu juéde ni shibushi bing le ya haishi z€nmeyang?
AR VRRATR T 2B AFE?

because they felt that | must've been sick or something.

399
Jiushi kan ta de bidoqing,
e MR,
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Judging by their expressions,

400
haoxiang wo shéng le hén da de bing yiyang de.
BRI TR KR — R

you could see that they thought | was seriously ill.

401
Rugud ni liu yT gé hén giguai de faxing
AR AR B — MR AT R A Y

If you have a very strange hairstyle,

402
huozhé shud ni lid yT gé moxigan tou
B VLR B — A0k

such as a Mohawk,

403
hudzhé shi ni liu yT gé heéirén nazhdng zangbian dehua,
B AR VR B — A AT

or dreadlocks that Black people usually have,

404
biéren jiu hui juéde ni zhége rén hao qiguai o.
AN 22 WAFARIZA NGB

people will think you are weird.

405
Dan zai waigudé dehua,
BAESN FE 15,
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But in foreign countries,...

406
wo bushi shud zai quanbu gudjia dou yiyang
FRAN T Ut A2 4 35 1 5T — FF

I'm not saying it's the same in all countries,

407
birushud naxié baoshdu de gugijia,
EL a3 01 6 f < ) L K

for example, in some conservative countries,

408
kénéng ybu bi Zhdngguod hai yanzhong de.
REA L e ™ LA

it might be worse than in China.

409
Danshi zai yixié bijiao gudjihua | du- méi gudjia
HARAE— S AT Bl | W [ 5K

But in most international countries,... | Western countries.

410
DGu bu shud 6u méi, jiu zai dongnanya, zai Taiguo, zai Ribén

HAURKSE, BRI, ERE. EHA

Not even Western countries, but in Southeast Asia, such as Thailand and Japan,

411
ni kandao y1 gé liu zangbian de rén, ni buhui juéde hén qiguai, dui ba?
WEZ—NEREEERN, FASRTAHRAEE, X2
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if people see someone with dreadlocks, they won't think it's strange, right?

412
Ta xihuan nayang de daban shi ta de gexing
A BRI HE T 3 At 1) A

If somebody likes to dress like that, that shows their personality.

413
shi ta ziji de xuanzé, ta dui shishang de lijié.
Fefth H ORI At i v A PR

It's their own choice and their understanding of fashion.

414
D3ajia yijing jianguaibuguai le,
RFECEWBEAET,

They've already gotten used to it

415
méiyou rén hui juéde zhé shi y1 gé giguai de shiqing.
BN — kgt .

and no one will feel that they are weird.

416
Dan Zhongguorén jiu féidéi yao shud yixia, jiu feichang qiguai
EFEASARZER T, AEE A

But Chinese have to make a comment (on your different looks) and this is strange.

417
Jilshi dang tamen jiao y1 gé waigud péngyou de shihou,
U A ATIAE — A B AR I A%
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When they make a foreign friend,

418

tamen shouxian lidyi dao de shi zhéxié waiguorén
AbATT R S B R B R X a4 N

the first thing they notice is the biggest difference

419
gén tamen shénshang zui da de butong zai shénme difang.
FRABAT B b KA RIFEAT A5

between the foreigner and themselves.

420
Tamen weishénme jidopéngyou lidyu bidomian?
AT AT A2 AR T3 2

Why do they make friends in a superficial way?

421
Jiushi tamen shouxian shi yushé le y1 gé huanjing,
HURARATTE SR T 1 — A,

It's because they assume

422
jiushishud waiguodrén gén wo you dud buyityang.
Htie v A E N ERIA 2 A —FE.

that foreigners are very different from them,

423
Cdng waibido jiu buyiyang,
WAL A —FE,
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in their appearance

424

ni de siweéi gén wo you dudme duéme dudme buyltyang.

R YRR 2 A 2 A2 WA —FES
and their thinking.

425
Sudyi wdmen jiu bunéng liao dao yiqi,
Fr AFRATAN e I 2] —

So they can't communicate

426
woémen bunéng liao shéndu huati.
FRATTAS BE IR 1

at a deeper level.

427
Zhé shi women Zhongguo cai hui yéu de shiqing,
KRBT E A A B FE,

(Chinese like to say): "This is unique to China

428

zhé shi wémen Zhongguo de chuantdng, ni bu dong de.

KRBT E LS, R

or this is Chinese tradition and you won't understand."

429
Ta jiu yijing ba waiguorén juzhiménwai le.
fib it A AEANE AR Z 1AL T
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They have already shut the door to foreigners.

430
Birushud biéren wén ni yT gé wenti,
EL A6 N ] R —A 1] 2,

For example, when someone asks a question,

431

zhe jian shiging weishénme hui zhége yangzi?
RUFIE M A ZARET?

“‘why is this like this?”

432
Ta jiu hui shud zheé shi women Zhongguo de chuantdng,
fib 5t 23 PR AT [ 1A 45

(Chinese) will say: "This is our tradition,

433
zhé shi wdmen Zhonggué téydu de yT gé xianxiang, ni bu déng de!
EREBATHEFAR — DR, RAER !

it's a unique phenomenon in China and you won't understand!"

434
Zai zhézhdng qingkuang xia,
FEXFEDL T,

Under such circumstances,

435
nimen zénme qu fazhan y1 gé shéndu de yduyi ne?
ATE A 2R — R R A NE ?
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how can you develop a deep friendship?

436
Nimen z&nme qu jidoliu yT gé ydu shéndu de huati ne?
PRATE A L5 — AN TR R 15 e ?

How can you engage in deep conversations?

437
Er wd gén waiguérén kéyi lido hén dud
T FRERSME AT LR 2

However, | can discuss

438
gézhdnggéyang butong de huati.
B R B AEAN R TR

a wide variety of topics with foreigners.

439
Y&du hén dud huati tamen shi bu tongyi wo de,
AR Z 1 A AT AN A B3R,

There are many topics on which they may not agree with me,

440
dan wémen haishi k&yi lido, kéyi bianlun, dui ba?
HIRATE 2] LA, w7 DAEHS, XPNE?

but we can still talk and we can debate, right?

441
Tamen yé réntong wd shud de yixié hua,
AT A [RIFR A ) — L0,

mandarincorner.org

74



Why Do Chinese and Foreigners View Friendship Differently

They'll also agree with some of the things | say,

442

tamen yé hui qu fanst yéxu tamen congqgian de kanfa
AT 2 2 SO VR AT AT R

and they will think that perhaps they didn't see

443
you na yixié difang ta méiyéu kandao de.
A IR — L 5 fth A B

the points (that | proposed) before our discussion.

444
Danshi zai ni gén Zhongguaorén jiaoliu de shihou,
(B2 AE R ER H BN A2 R I gk

But when you're communicating with Chinese people,

445
yT gé& huati jiushi yijing ding si le,
—MEEHE A e T

(opinions) on a topic seem to be set in stone,

446
yijing shéding hao le y1 gé da'an le.
CABEN T —MERT .

with a predetermined answer already in place.

447
Wo ydu gé péngyou jiao Baicai
A A F 35
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| have a friend named Baicai,

448
ranhou wo geén ta liao yixié youxi de huati,
R i PR At I — L8 i R ) 1 A

and (once) | was talking with him about gaming

449
women jiu lido donghua.
FA TSy

and animations.

450
You y1 gé donghua jiao Gaoda, féichang chiming de
A shE Eik, JEHE AR

There is an animation called Gundam, which is very well-known.

451
daxing jiqirén dajia de y1 gé kéhuan de yT gé donghua.
REIHLE NAT R — A BHLIH — AN B

It's a science fiction animation involving large robots fighting.

452
Ranhou ybu liang gé gudjia, liang gé zhengzhi shili,
RIEEWNEE, WABURHE T,

There are two nations with two political factions,

453
yT gé shi Jiwéng y1 gé shi Lianbang.
_NH e N EH%%IZO

(= =ip] (=
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one is Zeon and the other one is the Federation.

454

ranhou wo jiu gén Baicai jiang, wo shud
I IR e, i

| told Baicai that

455
w0 ting xihuan Jiwéng hé tamen daibido de nazhdng jiazhi de.
FAHE S 55 MABAT AR BRI A {ELF

| like Zeon and the values they represent.

456
Danshi cong zhuliu de guandian laishuo,
EREY NG R/ PINSE ST

But from the mainstream point of view,

457
Jiwéng jiushi fanpai ma
5 R BRI

Zeon is the antagonist, right?

458

jiushi huai de ma, ni jiu bu yinggai qu xihuan ta.
HUEIR IR, AR R 22 B XA

They are the bad guys, so you shouldn't like them.

459
Houlai women jige péngyou you zuzhrt qilai,
JERBAT U ASCH LK,
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Later, a few of us friends got together

460
women you zuo le yici podcast.
A% T — Ik Podcast.

and made a podcast.

461
Zub zhege podcast de shihou,
fiix A~ Podcast [},

While recording the podcast,

462
ta jiu tidao le wd shangci gén ta jiang zhége huati de shihou,
A HR 2 T 3R b R A I A1 R B A

Baicai mentioned that when | talked to him about this topic last time,

463
ta rénwéi wo zhichi Jiwéng hui rang ta gandao shéngaqi.
AN ISR & S AR A

he felt angry because | supported Zeon.

464
Ni xihuan le ta bu xihuan de juése,
PRER T A E R

Just because | liked a character he disliked,

465
ta jiu juéde ni zhege rén yodu wenti.
b 3 AR A NA 7]
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he thought there was something wrong with me, as a person.

466

Ta jiu shudé méiydu banfa lido, ta shénzhi juéde hén shéngqi.

Ml B BEA INE, AL A SRR AR

He said that there was no way we could continue the conversation and he even felt

angry.

467

Ta hui juéde gén ni zhége rén méiydu banfa gongchu,

b 2 REAFERARIZ A N A IR,

He felt that he couldn't be friends with me anymore.

468

jiu dao le nage dibu.
LR TR

It was that bad.

469
W4 ybuyici yé shi gén y1 ge péngyou,
A — IR IR A,

Once, | talked to a friend

470
ta bu tai guanxin gudji shishi ba
Gt AN D ] R s

who didn't care about international current events.

471
Ranhou women jiu lido zhézhdng bijiao
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IR A BT T b A

We were talking about

472

suanshi da yidian de gudji shishi de shihou ne
AR K — D ] s = B e

some big current international affairs.

473
wo jiu gén ta shud le hén dud shiging,
AR U 1R 2 FA,

| told her some things

474
ta yuanxian shi bu zhidao de
It J5R 6 S AN RITE Y

that she didn't know before

475
ranhou ta juéde hén zhenjing bingqié ta jujué xiangxin.
SRR AR R AR A AR 2B A0S .

and she was so shocked that she refused to believe me.

476
Jitshi hdumian lido dao wdémen chadian dou chao qilai le.
WU 5 TS FRAT 2 ARVP R T

It got to the point where we almost started an argument.

477
Ranhou wo dangshi jiu hén houhui wo gén ta lido zhege huati.
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SR I LR 5 g R A B X A 15

At that moment, | deeply regretted discussing these topics with her.

478
Fanzhéng daoxianzai dehua,
S EZPLAE B3,

Anyway, now

479
wo jiu hén shao gén péngyou liao zhézhdng huati,
AR D ER A A A 15 75

| seldom talk about such topics with (Chinese) friends

480
yinwéi wo zhidao ta zuizhong shi zéu bu xiaqu de.
PR FFNIE & 22 E AT L.

because | know it won't go anywhere.

481
Rugud ni you butong de guandian,
W FRARAE AR A

When you have a different view,

482
wO juéde waiguorén zui da de fanying shi ta hui...
FRAFHNE N e KA S 2x ..

| think the biggest reaction from foreigners might be...

483
Shouxian ta wen ni wéishénme?
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AR AR A2

First, they will ask you why (you have this view).

484
Ni yé tichd ni de guandian, ta tichd ta de guandian.
PRt AR A, At B A AW R

You can present your viewpoint, and they can present theirs.

485
Nimen zhege bianlun shduxian shi buhui polié de,
PRATXAFRR B Se e AR,

The debate will not degenerate into chaos

486
buhui bianchéng yizhdng chéuhén de.
ANEAR TR o

or hatred.

487
Nimen dou kéyi tichl gézi de guandian,
PRATTER AT AR % 5 B R

You can both present your own viewpoints

488
ranhou nimen zai jinxing taolun,
SRR VRITREATHE

and then continue the discussion

489
zhé shi yT jian hén yduqu de shiging,
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KRR B 1

which is very interesting,

490
yoéuqishi dang nimen guandian xiangfan de shihou.

JUHSE AR R S IR A%

especially when there are opposite opinions being presented.

491

Rugud ni laoshi gén yixié
WRARE A PR — 1

If you only talk with people

492
gén ni guandian yiyang de rén duihua dehua,
PRARIL B —FET AT 15 135

who hold the same views as you,

493
na nimen bushi jiu zai yT gé echo chamber [imian ma?
HABVRAIASEHAE — S echo chamber B ?

you're living in an an echo chamber, right?

494
Jiushi zai yT gé huiyin shi [imian ma?
FURAE— [l 3 5 B ?

It's an echo chamber, right?

495
Nimen shuohua dou shi zi shuo zi hua
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PRATE S A2 E Ul E

It's like you are talking to yourself.

496
Dan shaoweéi youyidian buténg, ni gén ta jidoliu de shihou,
{EAEAA — RN, AR ERAL A IR B %,

But when you talk to someone with a different viewpoint,

497
ni fan'ér juéde yduyisi, dui ba?
PRI tsA S8, Rig?

you will actually find it more interesting, right?

498
Dui, wo juéde ni yé kéyi chéngzhang,
Xf, FAAFR AT LR,

Right. Also, you can grow

499
yinwei ni jieshou dao le butdéng de guandian.
PR B2 3 7 AR A

because you're exposed to different perspectives.

500
Haiydu yT1 ge jiushi Zhonggudrén dui waiguorén ydu yi gé kebanyinxiang,
A= EASHNENA — A ZIRE S,

Another point is that Chinese have a stereotype about foreigners

501
jiushi juéde tamen sixiang hén kaifang
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HUE A AT TR ABAR T

that their thinking is very open.

502
Ni juéde shi ma?
RGN 2

Do you think it's valid?

503
Hudzhé shud tdmen zhi de shi shénme kaifang?
B W AT T4 H AT 201780

that their thinking is very “open”. Do you think it's valid?

504
Kénéng jiu xiang wdmen gangcai lido de nage huati
AT RERIAZR FRATTIN 7430 F) AR 135

Perhaps, as we just discussed,

505
birishud tdmen shudhua de fangshi bijiao zhijie,
EE G At AT T 135 5 A B

their way of speaking is more direct,

506
kénéng zhé jiushi yT1 gé kaifang de bidoxian.
AR e — NI R I .

which might be a manifestation of openness (to Chinese).

507
Haiydu jiushi tamen buda xihuan yanshi ziji de qinggan qingxu,
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A B IA KB XA B ORISR 4

Also, foreigners don't like concealing their emotions,

508
zhe jiushi y1zhdng kaifang.
X — T

which might be another form of openness.

509
Di'ér zhdng hén laojiu de yT gé kébanyinxiang
HEMIRZ IR — A ZIR TR

Another rather old stereotype that Chinese have about foreigners is

510
jiushi juéde waiguorén de xing kaifang.
AL AT A E I

that they're "open" about sex. (Suggesting that foreigners are promiscuous.)

511
Qiguai de shi you hén dud waiguérén dao Zhongguo lai,
ERELPRE SR TELINE PN E D

Interestingly, many foreigners who come to China

512
tamen hai zhénde shi jiu fuhé le zhé zhdng kébanyinxiang.
ATE TR & T XM ZIRENR .

do seem to fit this stereotype.

513
Tamen zhénde jiu hui bian kaifang,
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AT 22T

They actually become more "open":

514
jiushi bianchéng le Zhonggudrén shéxiang de
AR T H AR Y

what Chinese imagined

515
nazhdng waiguorén de yangzi.
bl AN EE N Y

them to be.

516
Birashuo ni jingchang zai shéjiaoméiti shang kandao
EE AN AR S W AEAL S AR o 3

For instance, you often see on social media

517
youyixié waigudren xihuan xuanyao
A — LA E N B XX

that some foreigners show off

518
tamen zai Zhonggud jiao le dudshao nliipéngyou.
fATIFE R A T 2D LA

how many girlfriends they have in China.

519
Ranhou ta kénéng hui fa chuang zhao, faxiao shipin a
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SR FT RE S R R IR A/ NS

They might post sex photos and videos

520
fa nage shénme OF de shipin a,
KA 2 OF HIRLAI]

on OnlyFans

521
ranhou zai wangshang doushou zhéxié dongxi.
» PRJELER LS IX IR Y

to sell them.

522
W0 juéde zhe jiu hén fahé
B ARST &

| think this really fits

523
Zhongguorén sud shud de nazhdng kébanyinxiang.
o BT T IR A 2B BN R

the stereotype that Chinese people have about them.

524
Dan zhé bu daibido sudydu de waiguorén dou shi zhége yangzi.
ERXAR A HIHME AR X AT

But this does not mean that all foreigners are like this.

525
Na xiamian wdmen shud yixia, jiushi guanyu shéjiao huédong ba.
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N EEATE T, B RTAAEZE.

Now let's talk about social activities.

526
Jiushi waigué péngyou gén Zhonggué péngyou chiqu wan de shihou,
AU AN AR AR AR A H 2 Do I Ak

What kind of activities do foreign friends and Chinese friends

527
yiban xihuan zud shénmeyang de huédong?
— MR WA A RSB ?

like to do when they go out?

528
Zhongguo nanshéng zaiyigi xihuan ganma? Da yéuxi ma?
I B AR — AR TR T IR 2

What do Chinese guys like to do together? Play (computer) games?

529

Zuiduo jiushi fanju

W% e R

Mostly, they go out to dine together,

530
hé&jit, ranhou cht shaokao KTV zhéxié
Il SRJRNZHERE KTV X sk

such as drinking, having barbecues, and going to KTVs.

531
Qita jiushi yduxingqu de huddong ba, xingqu de huédong
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HAb AR MR AEBIIE, MRS 3]

Other than that, there might be activities based on hobbies

532
zhége zai Zhdongguo bijiao shao.
A E E A D

which are not that common in China.

533
W8 jit hén xianmu yixié waigué
PR 2% e — LL A 1]

| really envy some foreigners

534
birushud tamen yduyixié gamer de daxing de huédong
E i it 14 — 2 gamer 1 KBTS S

because they have large-scale activities for gamers.

535
jiushi wan yéuxi de rén,
DRI,

These gamers

536
tamen ydu hén dud gézhdnggéyang de hudédong.
HATTA AR 2 & Fh SRR B 51

have a variety of social gatherings.

537
Ranhou tamen youyixié yundong de huédong, zhéexié dou hén dud.
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SRR — 1B RIS, IXEHIRZ .

They also have many sport activities.

538
Dan Zhonggud zhénde shi hén shao hén shao.
{E A [ AR IR R D

But in China, they are very rare.

539
W0 jingchang yué biéren de y1 ge shiqging
RAH LN — S

One activity | often invite others to do is,...

540
jiushi birushud wo yduyici,
AU eI A — Ik,

For example,

541
wo zai wo de wiiddo ké limian rénshi le jige nlishéng péngyou
AR SRR LR T LD AR

| met a few female friends in my dance class

542
wo jit shud women qu yué pashan, haobuhao?
T RA 1AL, FALF?

and | said, how about we go hiking?

543
Ranhou ta shud ai, pashan woé bu ganxingqu.
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SRIG UL, & L FAN R

And they said, "We're not interested in hiking."

544

Ranhou wo you yué tamen, wd shud
RGN LA, i

Then | asked:

545
women zaoshang zao gilai qu san gé bu xing buxing?
FATE B RER ZHCN AT AT ?

"How about going for a walk in the morning?"

546
Wa, méiyou rén gén wo sanbu
e, WH NERIHCD

Wow, no one was interested in walking!

547
ta shud shéi yao gén ni sanbu?
Tt 150 YEZL ERARASOD 2

They said, who would want to walk with you (so early in the morning)?

548
W weiyt péngdao le y1 gé hén nianging de
FME—RE R 7 —MRER

The only person (I enjoyed talking to) was a girl

549
jiushi bi wd xido dagai kuai shi sui de yi gé niihaizi.
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B LN KBRS 1 — D L% T

who was almost ten years younger than me.

550
Jilshi women jianmian le sanci zhthou,
AT T =k )5,

At our third meeting,

551
w0 jiu faxian ta hén xihuan dashid du wénxué.
AR DL AAR B X 33

| found out that she loved reading literature.

552

Ranhou jiu zhége wdmen jiu kaishi liaotian,
IR IE XA BATHT AR

Then, we started talking about this

553
ranhou mei yici women jianmian jiushi liao wenxue,
R UCHATT LTI A2 T S

and every time we met after that, we would talk about literature,

554
lido woémen du guo de sha, kan guo de dianying.
AT B 14, BRI

books we read, or movies we saw.

555
W8 jits juéde zhézhdng jidoydu méshi
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FL LA A A A

| find this way of making friends

556
shi nénggdu rang wo juéde hén gudyin de.
e Reg 1 E I AR IR .

to be very satisfying.

557
W0 juéde xianzai Zhongguérén de yeyu aihao
FRAEAFIAE )b A 2 4

| think nowadays, Chinese people's hobbies

558
kénéng yé yuélaiyué dudyanghua le.
A REHLBCRBZ FEAL T .

are becoming more and more diverse.

559
Huawai huédong shi zhénde hén shao.
JANES R AR

Outdoor activities are really few.

560
Birushuo wo xidoshihou wa jiu jTngchang baoyuan shud,
EL a3 3 /0 Bk gl 228 0 25 35

For example, when | was a child, | often complained that

561
wo lidn dagiu de giuchang wd dou zhaobudao.
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ST BRI BRI IRATIRAF

| couldn't find a place to play basketball.

562
Ni zhidao ma? Yao zhao yT gé giuchang dud nan
PRENEND ? ZHE—4 k17 2 A

Do you know how difficult it was to find a basketball court?

563
Dang wo dao Guangdong lai de shihou,
HIEN AR KA,

But when | moved to Guangdong,

564
wo jiu faxian zhébian hdo dud hao dud de giuchang.
% WS RS UL TEA TEAIUE ST/

| found so many courts here.

565
W0 juéde ba buguan shi waigudrén haishi Zhonggudrén
FAAFIEAE 2 HhE N8 2 1 A

| think whether it's foreigners or Chinese,

566
dui nage yundong a, dui huwai a nazhdng xi'ai
XTARAS BB, ok ;AR S o i 5%

the love for sports and outdoor activities

567
gishi wo réenwéi nazhdng ginggan qingxu shi chabududde.
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HSLBI ARG LR EZAZ .

are actually very similar.

568
Zhishi you yT gé shénme dongxi zuzhi le Zhongguorén
HEA— M2 )L 7 E A

It's just that there are things that prevent us

569
qu jinxing zhéyang de aihao ne?
FAT IR Z e ?

from doing our hobbies.

570
Shouxian shi wémen shijian zhénde hao shao a
T S e FAT TN 8] EL R 4 2 1]

First of all, we have so little time.

571
di'ér jiushi wdmen zhénde gongzud tai mang,
5 R RATE A AR R,

Secondly, we are so busy working

572
ranhou women de shourt xiangdui lai shud bijiao shao
IR JG BATHIBON AR XS SR 13 b At b

and our income is relatively low,

573
hén nan qu wéichi nayang de huoédong.
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RAE L YERFISFE I 5] o

so it's hard for us to sustain (hobby-based) activities.

574
W4 haran xiangdao yT gé dian, jiushi ydu yixié...
RABRBE|—Ap, A L.

| just had a thought and that is, some...

575
W6 ting guo yT gé waigudérén shud,
W —AHME A

I've heard a foreigner say

576
zai Zhonggud youxiérén xiang gén tamen zud péngyou
FE A 22 N ABERARAT TR A

that some people in China want to be friends with them

577
dan tamen shi hén ydéu mudi xing de,
EABATRARA H PR,

for the purpose of

578
jiushi xiangyao gén tamen lian Yingwén.
R AR B R A AT SR 3T

practicing English.

579
Ni juéde shi ma?
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Do you think that's true?

580
Bu gan shuo sudydu ba
ANHICE P A e

I wouldn't say all (Chinese are like this),

581
dan hén da yibufen Zhdngguorén gén waigudrén jidopéngyou de mudi
BAR K — &6 70 o N ERAME SZ HACHT H Y

but a large portion of Chinese befriend foreigners

582
jiushi wéile lianxi Yingwén.
AN TP

with the intention of practicing English.

583
W8 juéde duiyu waigudrén laishud,
AN T AME KL,

| think for foreigners,

584
ta kénéng hui juéde shi gé wenti.
fih AT g 2 B0 AT A I

this might be an issue.

585
Jiushi ta juéde zhége yduyi shi bu chun de.
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HUE M B AF XA ACE R A EE

They feel that the friendship is not pure.

586
Yduyi, women suiran shuo de haoxiang jingshén shang hén gaoshang,
FOH, TATRR VI RRE R AR v

We speak of friendship as if it's a noble concept,

587
dan shijishang jiu xiang ni gangcai shuo de,
B S2BR_ERARRIIA B,

but in reality, as you just mentioned,

588
ni you yT gé péngyou
TR — A

you had a friend

589
kéyi gén ta lido dianying, kéyi gén ta lido wénxué,
A DRI AR RS . AT DAPR A SC 2,

whom you could discuss movies and literature,

590
gén ta de jiaoliu zhong ni huddé le dongxi
PRI AZ T PR IRAT T AR PG

and from those interactions,

591
huodé jingshén shang de kuaigan.
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RIGFRE P _E PR

you were able to gain pleasure.

592
Qishi shi you lai ydu wang de,
HIE A REER,

So, (friendship) is actually reciprocal

593

ni bukénéng zhiydu yifang shichd, ni méiydu sharu, dui ba?

PRATRER AT — T, ARSI, e ?

and cannot be a one-way street where only one party contributes, right?

594

Zhéyang de péngyou jiu hui... guanxi shi bu jiankang de,

XA S ... RAREAMEEN,
This kind of frienship would be very unhealthy

595
hui rang ni juéde hén pilao
SRR I 57

and exhausting.

596
Sudyi ybu yiding de ni lai wd wang,
FT A — € IR R IRAT

So a certain amount of give and take

597
wo juéde shi zhengchang de, ybuyixie...
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AR LEHR, 7%

is normal, some...

598
Danshi rugudshuo ni zhishi wéile xué YTngyu,
ERWIRBAR ARy T 9T,

But if you only want to learn English

599
ranhou ni jiu bu ba biéren dang rén kan,
RIERHAEINBNE,

and don't treat others as human beings,

600

zhi ba biéren dangchéng y1 gé xuéxi gongju, yT1 ge fudu ji,

RN TR —DEEL,

only seeing them as a learning tool, a parrot,

601
yT gé dudlingué yiyang de dongxi, queshi hén zaogao!
—NZARE—FERARYE, SRR !

or a Duolingo-like thing, that would be terrible!

602
W& nage péngyou Russell ma,

FIHA I K Russell Wi,
My friend Russell

603
Ta yizhi zhao wo bang ta zai Taobao shang maidongxi.
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fib— ELERIRH A2V L SK ARG

always asks me to help him buy things on Taobao.

604
Ni zhidao ta na huzhao shi méiydu banfa
PRENIE fih S 47 B2 1A 72

As you know, with a passport, he can't

605
shénqing Taobao hao de ma.
AT 55 DR

get a Taobao account.

606
Dao niandi de shihou, ta you qing wd qu chang K,
BRI, Al SOE R ZENE K,

At the end of the year, he invited me to sing at a karaoke,

607
sutran wo bushi hén xihuan chang K.
BEARIARIR E RIS Ko

which I'm not very fond of.

608

Ta rénwéi ni yao qu ganxié biéren...

AN REE L BRI ..

He believes that you should thank others by...

609
Yinwei ta zai Zhongguo xuédao de jingyan
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PNAAE A [ 2 B [ 5

His experience in China taught him

610
jiushi sudydu de rénqging dou zai KTV limian huan de.
T BINTEHAE KTV BT .

that all favors are returned in KTVSs.

611
W6 jiu zhijieé gén ta shud, wo shud bié langféi gian le
T E R, FRUCANR P T

| just told him that he shouldn't waste money

612
gishi qu KTV, wo yé& bushi hén xihuan qu KTV.
Hazk KTV, WA RMERE KTV,

on KTV because | really don't enjoy it.

613
NI zhijie g&i wd xianjin, hdobuhao?
REBARIE, FAL?

| told him to just give me cash.

614
Zhongguorén kénding hui shud yiju, tan gian shang ganqging!
FERANEESU A, IREAIRE !

Chinese will definitely say, "Talking about money hurts friendships!"

615
W6 juéde Zhonggudrén chushi fangshi shi zhéyangzi de,
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A5 31 N AbF 05 AR TH,
| think this is how Chinese handle things:

616
jiushi jidashé wo jintian bang le ni y1 gé mang
R A R TR — T

If I am doing you a favor today

617
NI buhui shud zhijie g&i qian 1ai g&i w,
PRANZ U B4R Bk 2R 3R

instead of paying me,

618
érshi ni hui ji xia zhége rénqing,
M REId FiEA A,

you will note the favor

619
ranhou xiayici de shihou ni kénéng...
IRIE R — IR AR AT e

and next time, you might...

620
W0 zhdo ni bangmang de shihou,
IARARFEAT A 5%,

You will return my favor

621
ni yé hui lai bang wd hudzhé shud ni hui yi ging fan
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PRt 2 R H B DR 2 LA IR

when | need it or invite me for a meal

622
ging chifan zhége fangshi lai bidoda ni de ganxie.
TG IR AN 7 ORISR AR o

as a way to thank me.

623

W6 jiu tebié bu xihuan zhéyang de fangshi,
FRAURR A BRI A 77 2,

| really dislike this approach

624
yinwéi zhége zhang suan de hén buqgingchu, hén méhu.
O KEAFRAE L, IRBH .

because the accounting is very unclear and vague.

625
Rugud ni shao suan le yT gé dehua, jiu tebié...
WRARDE T — AN, R

If the calculation is slightly unfair, it will be...

626
Biéren hui ji zai xIn limian, ni zhidao ma?
PINZC R B, AREIE N ?

The other person might take it to heart, you know?

627
Dui ni laijiang, ni zhishi yT gé shihu.
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XHRKGE, ARA RN EZ

For you, it might be just an oversight.

628
Birashud wo jingchang qu langiuchang ba,
beani e L IRk,

For example, | often go to the basketball court,

629
yOu pengyou jiu hui géi wé mai shui,
AN = m - IK,

and friends there will buy water for me,

630
wo shizai buxiang jieshou zhége.
WAL Z XA

which | really don't want to accept

631
Ni hé le ma, ni xiaci jiu yao qing hui tamen
PRE T, AR O Rl A AT

because if | take it, | will need to buy them water next time.

632
Rugud ni bu ging dao moéu yixié rén dehua,
WRARAE B — 28 NHIIE,

If | don't buy it for some of them,

633
nage rén you bu kaixin le.
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A NIATFL T
those people might get upset.

634
Zuih3o jiushi AA,
BAFRLAE AA,

The best approach would be to go Dutch,

635
nimen kéyi zhao y1 gé rén qu bang dajia mai yinliao,
PRATAT AR — A N5 FE R AL,

where one person buys beverages for everyone,

636
danshi méigerén dou yinggai fugian, zhé shi zuihdo de fangshi
(HREFAN N ROZATER, XAl 1770

but he is reimbursed for the money he spent.

637
Dan bushi!
EAZ!

But no, (we don't do it this way)!

638
Tamen jingchang jiushi y1 gé rén jiu ging sudyodu rén.
A W2 — D ANFE A A

What they do usually is one person treats everyone.

639
Haiydu jiushi Zhongguo de péngyou ba,
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AT WAL B A ACNE

In addition, with close Chinese friends,

640
ragud ni gén ta feichang hao dehua, shi ké&yi huxiang jieéqgian.
WRARERARIE T G 1, 2 AT DLEAHAE R

you can borrow or lend money to each other (easily).

641
W6 juéde zai waigud yinggai bushi hén changjian ba?
AAFAEHME BLIZA AR W WL AE ?

| don't think this is very common in foreign countries, right?

642
W& de yinxiang shi wd juéde gén waiguorén
A EN GUR R AEAFERHME A

My impression is that with foreigners,

643
jiu bu tai hui qu shéji dao jingian fangmian,
AR SR LG5,

money is rarely involved in (friendships).

644
jiushi napa shi shéji dao jingian, ta yiding hui suan de hén gingchu.
AR K Bletk, fh—ESRAIREE.

Even if it is involved, they will keep clear accounting

645
NI yidingyao hui xi& jietido ya
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PR B AE R

where the borrower must write an IOU

646
hudzhé shi you y1 gé shumian de zhéngju
B A A HEYE

or there must be written evidence

647
wo xiang ni jié le dudshao gian, Danshi Zhonggudrén hui...
W frfe 7208, ERPEAE..

that proves how much money was borrowed. But with Chinese,...

648
Ni ragud shi zudwéi jieé de na yifang ni ti chalai xié jiétiao,
PRI RS AR A IR — 7 RS2 R S 15 2%

However ilrequest an IOU,

649
nage jié ni gian de rén hui yéuyidian xinli bushdfu.
IEAMEARERII AN A — f0 AR IR

the borrower might feel a bit uncomfortable.

650

Juéde ni bu xiangxin wo,
WAFIRAAE I,

They will feel that you don't trust them

651
nandao ni yiwéi wd hui bu huan ni de gian ma?

mandarincorner.org

109



Why Do Chinese and Foreigners View Friendship Differently

HEE R U ANE RS ?
or that you worry that they won't pay back.

652
WO jiushi y1 gé jieqgian de shouhaizhé.
AL —MEBHIZEHH

I am a victim of lending money (to friends).

653
Jiushi wo yuanlai jiegian géi y1 gé tongxué,
R TR RAT RS — AR,

Once, a friend from school

654
ta zhdo wo jiegian de shihou,
b AR FRAE R PR Ik

asked me to lend him money

655
wo tébié rongyi jiu jie chaqu le
AR DA % T

and | readily agreed.

656
W4 géi ta si wu gian kuai gian, fén hén dud ci la

WMDY TPk, 7R % IR

| gave him four or five thousand yuan, though in many installments.

657
Ta shud shénmeshihou shénmeshihou jiu huangéi wo,
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A AR A AR L2 3R,

He said he would pay me back by a certain date.

658
dangran shuo de hén méhu la, méiydu yici huangéi wo de.
AR UIAFIRAI, A — R TR .

Of course, it was very vague, and he never paid me back.

659
Hén dud nian yihou ba, ybuyici wo huilaojia,
RZEUEE, H—xkEKFEZER,

Many years later, when | went back to my hometown,

660
ranhou ta you lidnxi shang wo le,
WEM YR EIR T,

he contacted me again,

661
ranhou diyT jian shi you shi zhdo wd jieqian.
G — SRR R

and the first thing he did was to ask for money.

662
Shuo ta xianzai xianru le shénme kunjing limian,
VAL ILAE BN T A2 N 5 B

He said that he was in some kind of trouble

663
yao zhao wad jieqgian.
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TR -

and needed to borrow money from me.

664

W6 rénwéi ta bu juéde wdmen de yduyi zhi dudshao qian,

AN NAASTEATTATNI A E 2 DR,

| felt that he didn't value our friendship at all

665
ta zhénde jiushi zai wanquan de liydng wo.
At L R A2 AE 58 A A T 3K

and that he was just taking advantage of me.

666
Ta juéde wo jiushi zhéyang y1 gé rén,
A H R XN

He believed | was the kind of person

667
zhiyao ta shud jiegian, wd jio kénding hui jiegéi ta.
REhULfEER, Bt o Eah.

who would always lend him money if he asked.

668
W0 mingbai, wo kan mingbai le shi zénmehuishi le
LA, REPA TREARFET

| understood his thinking and saw what was going on.

669
W6 jiu shud hao, zhiyao yT gian kuai ma?
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ot wily, RE—THng?
So | said: "Okay. You only need 1000 yuan?

670
Gou ma? Zhéyang gou ma?
gL ? RSN ?

Is it enough?

671
W& shud yaobu dud géi ni da dian?
W EAZBIRIT 2

Should | transfer more?"

672
Ta shud hao a! Rugud ni ydu dud gian dangran hén hao lo
AL L A RARA 2R IR L

He said: "Sure! It would be great if it was more!"

673
Ta jiu shud na wd qu yinhang déng ni,
BRI ERATEER,

Then he said he was going to wait at the bank

674
dangshi hai yao nage qu yinhang zhuan qian de
LI IEFIRA FARAT AR

since at that time, we needed to go to a bank to do a transfer.

675
W06 shud, hao hao hao, ni xian qu ba, ranhdu wdé mashang da géi ni.
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P, Grarhr, REE, MERY EITAR.

| said: "Okay! You go first and | will be there soon."

676
Ta houlai géi wd da le hén dud dianhua,
fihJakaa JAT TR Z HE,

He later called me many times

677
fa le hén dud dudnxin, wo dou bu hui ta le.
R TIRZHAE, REAR T .

and sent me many messages, but | didn't respond.

678
W& zhége péngyou wd jiu méiydu le
WA RIREA T

He was no longer my friend.

679

Suanshi baofu ta le, shi ba?
FOEREAM T, f2m?

So you got back at him, right?

680
W& zhége baofu xiangdang de gingwéi,
PR AH AR L

My revenge was quite mild.

681
dou bu suanshi shénme baofu.
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HWAFRAAMWE.

| wouldn't even call it revenge.

682
WO jiu juéde... wo yijing kanchuan ni le, péngyou!
L. REELEFKR T, PIK!

| just felt... | already understood him. Friend!

683
Péngyou, xiongdi, wd kanchuan ni le, bié zheyang le!
AR, Wk, WEFRT, HIXFET!

Brother! I've figured you out. So stop doing it!

684
Wodmen bushi you yijuhua shud,
FTATARA —A)1E U,

Don't we have a saying that goes,

685
gin xiongdi ming suanzhang ma?
o DU B S 2

even biological brothers should keep clear accounts?

686
Danshi hén dud shi zudbudao de.
HRIRZ RMA RN,

But many are unable to do so.

687
Jiushi gingi zhijian, péngyou zhijian, jiarén zhijian
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WAESERE] . A8, FNZ A
When it comes to money, the boundaries between relatives, friends, and family

members

688
gishi zai jingian fangmian shi féichang méhu de.
FLSAE S B T7 THI 2 3F H ORI .

are very blurred.

689
Dang fashéng le yixi€ maodun de shihou,
BT 0P JE B,

When a conflict arises

690
suan bu gingchu de shihou,
SREANIE A PR,

and the account is unclear,

691
ta jiu hui bianchéng géng da de maodun,
B RE KT E,

it can turn into a bigger one,

692
ranhou daozhi tamen de guanxi polie.
RG-S EBATHI R R

and even lead to the breakdown of relationships.

693
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W& céngjing yé ydu guo jiushi jieqgian géi qingi,
LA A R 4 SR

I have also lent money to a relative,

694
jiushi wo jieqgian géi ta de shihou,
A2 b R I

and when | did so,

695
ta dangran hén ganxié wo.
o = SRR 3

she was of course, very grateful.

696

Danshi ta guo le hén dud nian, ta dou meéiydu huan zhége gian.

HARMIE TIRZ 4, BRI k.

But many years passed, and she didn't repay the money.

697
Ranhou dao houmian ta jiu kaishi...
SR J5 B Ja TS .

Later, she started to...

698
ni yao zhao ta huan gian de shihou,
PR AR b R R B i,

When | asked her to repay the money,

699
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ta jiu kaishi zénghen ni le.
IO AT IRAR T

she started to resent me (for doing so).

700
Sudyi wo juéde gin xiongdi ming suanzhang,

BT CASRGE 7555 S 25 B A0

So | think the old saying "even brothers should keep clear accounts,"

701
zhége laoyibéi liu xialai de gu hua,
RAE—IEF T ORI,

left by our ancestors

702
wo juéde shi hén youdaoli de.
AR RATEHL

makes a lot of sense.

703
Zhége jiushi waiguoérén zud de hén ziran,
AR SNE N AHAFR E 2R,

This is something that foreigners can do quite naturally,

704
wodmen hai méiyou dao nage dibu.
PABEEA BB

and we haven't reached that level yet.

705
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W3 shi cong y1 gé hén yoduzhi de jieduan xuéhui le
MR B2 T

| learned how to deal with people

706
rahé gén rén dajiaodao.
WA ER NATACIE

from a very naive stage.

707
W6 juéde gén Zhongguérén dajiaodao, chéngflu zhénde hén dud.
AT P E ST S8, W ERIRZ .

| feel that dealing with Chinese people involves a lot of subtleties.

708
Méiydu name dud danchun de ybuyi de, zhe shi wd de jingyan.
B Z B HT), XRRNARK.

There aren't many pure friendships, from my experience.

709
W yiqian shi y1 gé hén zhuzhong ganqing, ginggan de rén.
FLART R — MR EEAE, BRI

| used to be a person who valued friendships a lot.

710
W04 rénwéi ni zhége rén shi péngyou dehua, wo jiu hui wei ni...
FANAIRIZAN NSRBI, TS NIR...

| believed that if you were a friend, | would do anything for you...

711
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Suiran wo meéiydu shénme ziyuan, suiran wo hén qiong,
BEARBAA A5, BRI TS,

Even if | didn't have many resources and | was poor,

712
danshi wo haishi jin wd quannéng qu bang ni,
BRI AR LR,

I would still try my best to help you.

713
w0 rénwéi zhé shi youyi de tixian.
NI AR

| believed this was a reflection of good friendships.

714
Danshi wo zhénde hén youzhi la,
{HRRE MR GIHEM,

But | was really naive,

715
shéhui shang hén dud rén bushi zhéme xidng de
fro EIRZ AR AR

because many (Chinese) people don't think this way.

716

Ta bingbu rénwéi nimen zhijian ydu shénme zhénzhéng de yduyi.

M IFFAN RN T Z T8 A2 EAE R AGH

They don't believe there is any true friendships.

"7
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Name ta jiu hui liyong wd zhége shuxing
A2 A BX Ak

So they will take advantage of my character

718
qu wei ta de liyi zhudxiang, qu shéji ni
NI AR, KR

for their own interest.

719
W6 juéde zhe zai waigud de shéhui dou hén nan chixian de.
FAFIXAE SN FE AL 2 HRARAE HH LY -

I don't think this happens in foreign societies as often.

720
Dajia haishi y1 ge bijiao danchun de, chun yduyi de zhuangtai.
RFILE— A Al ), Al A BIRES .

Their friendships are still relatively simple and pure.

721
Dagai zhiydu zhéngzhijia cai hui zhéyang qu pianrén, dui ba?
KRABURE A XL, XHIE?

Probably only politicians would deceive people like that, right?

722
Bushi de, zai Zhongguo
AR, fEh

But in China, no!

723
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wO juéde you hén dud rén dou shi zhéngzhijia.
LR HIREZ NHRBARK

Many people are "politicians".

724
Wobmen you yijuhua shud dudgepengyoududtiaolu ma
AT — A1 Ul 2 A IR 2 2% BRI

We have a saying that more friends means more opportunities or options in life.

725
jiushi zhi péngyou zhijian shi ké&yi huxiang bangmang de.
FUE AR I A A2 P LA AR .

It implies that friends are used for favors.

726
Ranhou women tongchang bangmang
IR )G JAT I

Usually, when we help (friends),

727
shi bu tai hui qu shou gian de, dui ba?
FEANR EWCER, X ?

we don't expect financial returns, right?

728
Danshi xifangrén ba, jiu dou bu shud sudydu de waiguorén
B PG N, AN A A E A

However, specifically Westerners, not all foreigners

729
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ké&néng tamen hui juéde gongzud shi gdongzuod, yduging shi yduqing,

A REAAT & A AR AR, A AN,

tend to separate work from friendships,

730
jiushi gai shou de gian hai déi shou.

B ZI BRI -

meaning that they will charge for their services when it's due.

731
Jiu jidashé ni shi gé shejishr,
AR BRI,

For instance, if you are a designer

732
ranhou wo zhao ni bang wo shéji gé dongxi,
IR G TARARHE AR,

and | ask you to design something for me,

733
zudweéi Zhongguo péngyou, ni hui shuo
YENREMA, IRl

as my Chinese friend, you might say:

734
méishi! Baozaiwdshénshang
BE! ERE -

"Don't worry! I've got it covered.

735
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aiya, buyao tan gian, bu xdyao gian
MEF, ANEARER, ATk

Also, don't even mention money. It's not needed."

736
Ranhou ni kénéng jiu zuod le.
SRIER AT RERRAS T .

You might go ahead and do it for free.

737

Dan wo ragud zhénde bu géi ni qian,
HIRINR A AEIRE,

But if | actually don't pay you

738
yé€ méiyou renhé bidaoshi dehua,
WEAAET R R HIE,

or show any appreciation,

739

ni xinli kénding bushdfu, dui ba?
PR B EAET R, Xfig?

you will definitely be upset, right?

740
Sudyi wd déi ging ni chi dun fan
Py AIRAZ 1B ARz i

So, | might need to buy you a meal.

741
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Zhézhdng shi wod péngdao hén dud.

XMHELRFRZ .

I've encountered this kind of situation many times.

742
W8 juéde zhéyang baitud zui buhdo de yi gé didn jiushi
AR FFERA T B —A S

| think the worst part about asking for favors like this is...

743
shduxian ni yao zud yT jian shiging shi gén gongzuo yduguan de,
B VREA R R R AR 5,

(For example,) you need to do something related to work

744
ranhou ni xiang tongguo yT duan yduyi jiu lai huanqu
SR JE AR AR I — BORCHE R # L

and you want to

745
ta wéi ni fuwu hudzhé bang ni zud y1 jian shiging.
bR 55 B AR —F 1

receive a service or a favor from your friend,

746
Jit xiang ni gangcai shuo de ba, ni yao zud y1 gé méishu shéji.
SURARNIA B, AREM— AN EAR BT

such as the graphic design work you just mentioned.

747
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Ranhou ni qing zhége shéjisht cht y1 dun fan,

SRJEARIFIZAN BT — TR,

(As a token of appreciation), you buy this designer friend a meal.

748
dan ta zhége shéji kénéng jiu bi ni zhé dun fan gui hén dud ai.
R AIX AN BT AT e bL AR iR B R 2 0

But the design might be worth much more than this meal.

749
wd nlipéngyou tdmen gongsT, tamen |&oban shi Riyu jidoshr,
WAPRABAT AR, ABATER R HIEZUT,

The boss of my girlfriend's company, is a (Chinese) who teaches Japanese,

750
ta shi y1 gé jiaoyu jigou.
B NEE .

and the company is an educational institution.

751
Ranhou ta ydu yixié Ribén péngyou,
WRIE A — L A A

The boss has some Japanese friends

752
tamen jiu lai Zhonggud wan de shihou,
AbAT TR b FE B

and when they came to China,

753
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zhége laoban ging tamen cht le yT dun fan.
A ZHAEMATIZ T — R

he invited them to a dinner.

754
Cong Ribén de wénhua laishuo,
M H A SCA R L

Based on Japanese culture,

755
tamen yé shiyi bu darao péngyou wéizht de
AT AANFT PUHA AN /Y

people generally don't bother their friends

756
wo bunéng rang ni bang wd zud shénme shiqing.
A BEALARFE M 4 F1F

for favors.

757
Késhi ta jiu yao baitud biéren bang ta zud y1 gé logo.

A Al ERE AT A A logo.

But this (Chinese boss) wanted to ask them to design a logo for him.

758
Ni zhidao zud logo shi y1 gé hén fuza de shiqing.
PRATENM logo & — MREZRHIFF .

You know, designing a logo is a very complex task.

759
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Biéren qishi jiu hén wéiwan de jujué le
TSR iR 26 1

So the Japanese friends actually declined in a tactful way.

760
Danshi zhege laoban ta shi méiydu yanlijianr de,
B R X AN E AR A IR W)LY,

But the boss didn't read between the lines.

761
ta xinli de neixin dubai shi, wd dou ging ni chifan le!

b LI PO o, RS TR T !

His inner monologue might have been: "I've bought you a meal.

762
Ni weéishénme hai bu bang wo zuo?
PR AIEATE AL ?

Why won't you help me?

763
Nandao wo de yduyi buzhigian ma?
HETE F AT AME $ ) 2

Is my friendship worthless?"

764
Ta zuoshi de fangshi, zhége laoban gishi hén ybu daibiaoxing,
fif T, XA BRATARA AR,

This boss's approach is actually quite representative

765
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gén hén dud Zhonggud de laoban dou yiyang.
PRAR 2 o [ 2 G —

of many Chinese bosses.

766

Tamen hén xihuan shud wo zhao shurén qu zuo y1 gé shénme dongxi.

AR B Xt FARIAN LAl — M2 2R 75

They like to ask friends to do something for them.

767

W& zhao péngyou bang wd zud, ranhou dudshao gian,
AR A M, IR 2Dk,

If they get a friend to help,

768

zhége péngyou shao shou gian, géi wo yduyi jia.
A, AR -

they might get a "friend" price.

769

Shijishang, zhége shiqing baifénzhr jiu shijit de gingkuang
b b, EAFEFHE I ILRIE R

But in reality, 90% of the time, things

770
dou buhui zud hao.
HA LT -

won't be done well.

771
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Ta zud buhdo ni hai buhao shud.
AAAS GFARIE AUt

Even if they don't do it right, you can't criticize.

772
Dui, danshi ta meéiydu zhege yishi.
XF, ABRAM A XA,

Right, but these bosses don't realize this.

773
Ta juéde ziji tébié congming, ta shéngqian le.

s B SR IR, e T

They think they're smart because they have saved some money.

774
Ta juéde ziji shénggqian le,
f et H OB T,

They think they have saved money,

775
danshi zhé shi yT gé féichang xido laoban de siwéi.
HRZRE MR/ BB B4,

but this is a small-business-owner mindset.

776
Ta budan méiyou shéng dao qian,
M AMEIR A 4 B %k,

Not only will they not save money,

7
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zhége shiqging zuihdu hai yao gaoza.
XA fo e I AR A

but the task will also be messed up in the end.

778
Ranhou ni hai yao zai hua gian
IRJE RIS AEER

Afterwards, they will have to spend money again

779
qu gu yT qun zhénzhéng de zhuanyérénshi zai zuo yibian.
Z R —HFEIER T L i .

to hire real professionals to do it over again.

780
Jiushi ni langféi shijian langfei gian
HURARIR R [A]TR 2 2k

They will end up wasting both, money and time.

781
Ranhou haiyou yidian jiushi wd yéu zhuyi dao de,
RIGIEH — RO R A TER W,

Also, I've noticed that

782
Zhongguorén you y1 ge sixiang jiushi
tENH — A A

Chinese people often have a mindset

783
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zai shénmeyang de nianling zué shénmeyang de shiqging.
TEA 2R AR R A AR R 1R -

that one should do whatever is considered appropriate for their age.

784
Zhege jiu daozhi Zhongguorén hén nan
XA B AR X

This makes it difficult for Chinese people

785
gén bi ziji nianling xiangcha hén da de rén zud péngyou.
FREC H AR AH ZE IR K AU A

to make friends with those who are much older or younger than themselves.

786
W6 juéde diyT gé fangmian jiushi waiguorén shélié hén guang
AT — AT AL SNE NIRRT

| think the first aspect is that foreigners have a wide range of knowledge,

787
tamen de aihao, xingqu aihao féichang de guangfan.
MATTR) 2 4, MERE AP ARH )z .

and their hobbies and interests are very diverse.

788

Tamen buhui mangmu qu jujué yixié dongxi.
IS E H L4 — LRI,

They don't blindly reject things.

789
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Birushud Zhongguorén jiu shud wo dao le yiding nianling,
b an o s R T R

For example, Chinese people might say: "Since I've reached this age,

790
wo jiu bu qu jiéchu zhége dongxi le.
FARA LA IR T o

| should stop doing certain things."

791
Birushud wo nianling da le, wd jiu bu da youxi le
EEan i AERe K T, ATk 1

For example, once | become old, | shouldn't play computer games anymore.

792
Tiao guangchangwu ma?
Bk 37 5 2

(Should you now) do square dancing?

793
Dui, wo jiu gai tiao guangchangwd le.
xt, Itk S5 T .

Right! It will be time for me to start doing square dancing.

794
Nni jiu gai jinru nage laorén quanzi le.
PR ZBEANTEAZNE T T

| should join the senior friend circle.

795
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Tamen bushi, tamen yduyixié xingqu aihao shi yibeizi de.
AATANE, AT — B R AT —FE T

(But with foreigners), this is not the case. Some of their hobbies are lifetime.

796
W06 juéde wdémen dui nianji shi hén mingan de.
AT AT P LR AR BRI

| think we are very sensitive about our age.

797
Ni ydouméiyou faxian jiushi lidng gé moshéngrén jianmian,
VRA A RIS M A B A= N LT

Have you noticed that when two people meet,

798
hén xihuan wen de jiushi nianji?
AR BRI Rt 2 ARl ?

they often ask each other's age?

799
Ni shi jit ji hou de? Ni shi jitlinghou de ma?
TRIESLILEHI? AR L Ja e ?

Were you born in the 90s,

800

Ni shi baling hou de ma? Ni shi liuling hou de ma?
TR \EE I RN TS D7

80s or 60s?

801
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Ni shi baling hou de, wd shi jitlinghou de
RRNEEH, ELREINEEH

If you were born in the 80s, and | was born in the 90s,

802
na wo déi jiao ni yishéng dage.
TR FRAF AR — 75 K

| should address you as "older brother".

803
NI ragud shi qiling hou hudzhé lialing hou,
IR B A,

But if you were born in the 70s or 60s,

804
wo ba zhége nianji de,
HERZAFLH,

my father's age,

805
wo déi jiao ni yishéng dasha.
FAFIYAR— 75 KA

| should call you "uncle."

806
Jiu zhége chénghu yijing ba wdémen de juli lakai le,
X AR A IRA TR S HLT T,

Addressing people based on their age creates a distance between us,

807
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méiyou banfa zai qu yi pingdéng de diwéi lai goutong le.
A IMER 2 DAFAE B AL RIAE T .

making it impossible to communicate on an equal footing.

808
Jiu dang nimen lia de nage diwei shi xidangcha zhéme da de,
S R AT TP B TS AN H AT A2 AH 220X 4 K )

When there's such a perceived status difference between two people,

809
ni zénme goutong a? Ni z&énme qu lido?
TREAEEW? IREXEIN?

how is it possible to have (equal) communication and conversations?

810
W6 jiu bu mingbai le weishénme
WAAW B T Htt4

| just don't understand why

811
xianzai yixié bi wo xidode rén yao jiao wd shashu?
PUAE— L6 EE 3R /NN LY RURL 2

some people who are younger than me call me "uncle"

812
Erqié jido wo shdshu de rén hai bushao.
117 H A A NI A D

and there're quite a few that do that.

813
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W4 gén jiushi hou de rén, gén yixié ér K hou de rén dagiu dehua,
FERILT RN, BR—8 = K ERAFTERP)E,
When | play basketball with people born in the 90s and 2000s,

814
tamen jiu shud, gén wo shud, buyao did jilshi hou de lian
AT, BRI, AEEILTERK

(the 90s people) will tell me: "Don't make us 90s people look bad!"

815

tamen rénwéi wod yé shi jitishi hou,
AT OB RIS,

They think that | was also born in the 90s

816
wo gén tamen shi y1 ge jituan de.
FERABAT T — R .

and | am part of their tribe.

817
w0 yao wéihu hanwéi jiishi hou de nage zunyan.
EYEAP R DI )5 RS ™

So | have to uphold the dignity of us who were born in the 90s.

818
Yao fén de zhéme qingchu ma? Dagé!
BOMRIR ATE R ? KA

"Dude! Do we really have to make such a clear distinction between people?"

819
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Ranhou ni jiao wo shashu shi shénme yisi?
SRR IR BRUERAT A 7

Also, why do they call me "uncle"?!

820
Rénwéi de yixia nazhdng juli gan jiu lai le, ni zhidao ma?
NABI— N HFREE Bk 1, JRENTENS ?

There's a sense of distance that is instantly created, you know?

821
Haiyou yizhdng qingkuang jiushi ydu hén dud waiguorén,
A — BB 2 H IR Z AN E N,

There're also situations where foreigners

822
ta dui Zhonggudreén jiushi yéuqishi Zhongguo dalu de rén
(RS RS ER DN P/ SRt DN i DN

already have a preconceived notion and a stereotype

823
ta yijing you yizhdng xianruwéizhu de yinxiang le
e —ME NN TR T

about Chinese, especially mainlanders.

824
Ta renwéi ni jiushi mou y1zhdng ydu jiti siwéi de rén,
AN R JE — A SRR BN

They think we all have a collective mindset

825
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ranhou ta meéiydu banfa gén ni lido.
IR A A TMEERARIN o

and that there's no way for them to communicate with us.

826
Ta jiu... qishi zhége mén shi guanshang de,
At HSEIXANTE R B,

Actually, the door has been shut;

827
ta bu yuanyi gén ni jiaoliu.
AN I B R AR AT VA

they are unwilling to communicate with us.

828
Na ni zui xiangyao gén nage gudjia de rén zud péngyou?
TIRA/R 5 AR B PRI [ S AU A2

Which country's people do you most want to be friends with?

829
Ydu gén gégé gudjia butdng de rén lidao guo ba,
A PR FE AN A I e

I've talked with people from different countries

830
wo juéde Dongnanya de péngyou wo juéde hén bucuo.
AT A B M I A AR AT AR AN

and | find people from Southeast Asia to be quite nice.

831
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W6 juéde tamen de stwéi hén gudjihua,
AT B AR [ Brib,

| think that their thinking is very international

832
ranhou tamen yé hén kaifang de xintai liao.
SR AT T AR TF I o2 T

and quite open-minded.

833
Tamen yé hui féngci, yé hui yixié ydumo
fl AT 2R, oy —sedaBR

They can be sarcastic, humorous,

834
Ziwo féngci shénmede, wo juéde féichang yduyisi.
HIKR 2 1), IR A s,

and self-deprecating, which | find very interesting.

835
Ranhou huxiang zhijian zhézhdng youmo dou shi kéyi [ijié de.
SR 5 HAH 2 [A) I Al B2 7T AP AR

And, we can understand each other's humor,

836
W04 hén xiangshou gén tamen lidotian de guochéng.
FRAR S 2 ERA AT R B L AR

so | really enjoy talking with them.

837
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W0 hén shao gén Méigudreén lidotian ba
FAR D RS B TR e

| rarely talk with Americans.

838

W6 juéde Méigudrén haoxiang
ARG EIUN A

| feel that they

839
méiydu shénme naixin qu ting ni jianghua.
B AT AT O 2T AR PR .

don't have the patience to listen to me.

840
Erqié tamen dui Zhénggudérén
17 ELABAT T A A

In addition, they seem to

841

dou shi yduzhdng xianruwéizht de nazhdng ganjué ba.

HRAEA P A T HOAR R R e L

have a preconceived notion about Chinese people.

842
W yéu péngdao guo Méiguorén,
WA EE A,

| have met Americans

843
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ta hai bijiao... jiu bijiao ydu naixin de.
b3 FEA ook FEASCA T Lo

who are patient.

844
Ta hui ting ni lido shénme,
b2 W AR 4

They will listen to what | say

845
ranhou ni shud de yixié hua ta juéde hén yduyisi.
SRIGAR UL — el b i AR A = .

and they find some of my talk very interesting.

846
Kénéng wo pengdao de dou shi nage yangzi ba, wd bu zhidao.
A BE A2 A AR T IS, FRAFIE .

Maybe that's the kind of people I've met, | don't know.

847
Dan queshi yé péngdao guo, xiang ni shud de nazhdng
R SRR B0, AR R S

But | have also encountered

848
jiushi ta xiantian de jiu juéde ziji gaorényidéng.
Hafh e KA B Sm N —55.

(Americans) who exude a sense of superiority.

849
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Yinwéi ta hui juéde ni de Yingwén bugou hdo,

Rt 2 SEAF R 9 SCAIE LT

They might think that your English is not good enough,

850
huozhé shi ni de biaoda bugou hao, ta jiu buxiang gén ni lidotian.
B R VRI R IT, Al AN ERIRIIR

or that you cannot articulate, so they don't want to talk to you.

851
Zhézhdng de yé péngdao guo.
pe Ll iR R EE( bR

I've encountered this kind of people as well.

852
Dui, ta juéde ni dui zhége shiqing de guandian
XoF s At B AR AR X T A A R A

Yes, they might feel that your perspective on things

853
méiydu dadao mduzhdng gaodu,
BAHIERIER L,

doesn't reach a certain level,

854
ta jiu buxiang langfei shijian gén ni liao.
At SN AL B B 1) ER ARG

so they don't want to waste their time talking with you.

855

mandarincorner.org

143



Why Do Chinese and Foreigners View Friendship Differently
Ta jiu juéde nimen bu jiushi nayang de siwéi ma?
Al AT RA TAS A A 1 R e 2

They feel that they already know what your views are

856
Nimen dou shi nayang xiang de.
PRATTHR & AR AR o

and how you think.

857
Sudyi ta yijing bishang nage mén, ta bu gén ni lido.
Pl & b BT, Al ASER RN

(By thinking this way,) they've already shut the door for any possible communication.

858

Jintian de boké wdmen jiu dao zhéli jiéshu ba
A R 2 FATl 213X HL 45 R

That's it for today's podcast.

859
Zuo zai shipin gianmian gian de nimen
ARFEALSI AT THT FTAIARATD

People who are watching this video

860
dou shi laizi buténg de gugjia
5 JERNET]EER

are from countries all over the world.

861
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Na zai nimen gudjia
ABLEARATTE 5K

So, in your country

862

jiaoydu fangmian gén Zhongguadrén zai jidoydu fangmian

A RT3 T R A N AE S AT TH

are there any significant differences in making friends

863
ybumeéiydu shénme hén butong de difang?
AEAH AIRANF L7 ?

compared to how Chinese people make friends?

864
Keyi zaixiamian lidyan taolun.
A DAE R T B 5 e

Please tell us in the comments.

865
Rugud ni xihuan zhége shipin dehua ne,
AN AR R AR i

If you like this video,

866
jiu ging géi woémen dianzan, zhuanfa
HOEFA AT R

please give it a "like", share

867
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bing dingyué wdmen de pindao
FEUT B A A

and subscribe to our channel!

868

Women jiu xiaqt zaijian ba! Baibai | Baibai
HATHL IR | FE

See you next time! Bye-bye | Bye-bye.
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