Why Did China Have Eunuchs?

1

Dajia hao, huanying laidao Mandarin Corner de boké jiémul!
KFEUF, WidskF| Mandarin Corner {14275 H !

Hi everyone, welcome to Mandarin Corner's Audio Podcast!

2

wo shi Eileen.
A Eileen.
I'm Eileen.

3

Jintian ne shi yT wéi xin jiabin, boké de zhuiti yé gén yiwang butong.

S RWe L —hrr 5 5, 2 R MEAF .

Today we'll have a new guest, and the topic of today's podcast is also different from
before.

4
Shouxian ne wdmen jiu xian qing zhéwéi xin péngyou
T SaWe FATH e X ALE I A

First, let's have our new friend

5

lai gén dajia da gé zhaohu.
KERRKFAT M HEIE

say "hello" to everyone.

6
Halou, dajia hao! W jiao Ythao, wo laizi Hébéi
ek, RFAF! MBS, BOkBRL

Hello everyone! My name is Yi Hao, and I'm from Hebei.

7

Ni shi Hébé&i nali de?

PR AT AR L 2

Where in Hebei are you from?

8

W4 shi Hébéi Langfang de.
AL AL R YT o

I'm from Langfang, Hebei.



9

Jiushi wémen zai B&ijing de gébi.
L RATFEAL S R BE .

We're right next to Beijing.

10
W6 tingshuo putonghua jiushi cdng Heébéi lai de,
FR W 317 3 T A A2 AT AER A,

I heard that Mandarin originated from Hebei,

11

dan haoxiang bushi Hébéi Langfang, shi Hébé&i nage difang qu le?

(EIHE ALY, S ACmR AT 25 7 2

but it seems that it's not from Langfang. It's from what place in Hebei again?

12

Shi Hébéi de Chéngdé
A AL A A

It's from Chengde, Hebei.

13

Dui dui dui, danshi wo juéde ni de putonghua yé hén biaozhun
SRS, AR JRGEAF R A 8 1 AR AR v

Ah, yes! But | think your Mandarin is also very standard.

14
Nimen ydu jiaxianghua ma?
NN AR

Do you guys have a local dialect?

15

I RER BRI K 23

Maybe because we don't have a local dialect, (my Mandarin is standard).

16
Jiushi gén péngyou men chiqu wanr,
HUE RN AT 50 )L,

When | hang out with friends (from other parts of China),

17

tamen dou hui wén, nimen jia de shi z€nme shudhua de?
MATER 2 ), AR R E A BE ) ?

they would ask what dialect | speak with my family



18

Nimen nabian de fangyan shi shénme ya?
VRATIRILITT & Rt A

or what's the dialect in my hometown.

19
Ranhou wo dou hui shud, haoxiang wémen jia meéiydu fangyan
R, RN ETT &

| would always tell them that we don't have a local dialect.

20
Sudyi ni congxido jiu shud putonghua ya?
JIT RAAR D /N 5 23 3 308 17 P 2

So you've been speaking Mandarin since you were a kid?

21

Dui, kénéng hui dai yidian Bé&ijing de wéidao,
XF, AREZ — KL AIIRIE,

Yes, and it might have a bit of a Beijing flavor,

22
yinwéi yé& yéurén shud wo, hudzhé& shud shudé wo de baba mama
ROy tA N, B8 U i 3R A o e i 4

because some people say that my parents and |

23
tamen shudhua shi yéu gu jing weir
AT T35 138 A IR L

speak with a Beijing accent.

24

En, zhége ydudianr
WA, XN L
Yes, a little.

25

Danshi ni de érhuayin

{EPR APl =7

But your erhua (a characteristic of Beijing dialect)

26
jiu meéiydu Béijing béndi de rén name zhong, shibushi?

FBA LA NS A, ZAR?



is not as heavy as that of the locals in Beijing, right?

27
Dui, shi yinwéi wd houmian béi ganran le
X, R NIR G AR T

Yes, it's because | was influenced (by people from other provinces)

28
yinwéi hdumian wd jiu qu qita chéngshi shangxué ma,
BRI DN J o ol 25 LAt T b 2

since | went to study in other cities,

29
ranhou shang le jinian huilai, wdomen jia de qingi dou shud
RGBT VERIR, JRATZK MR B U

and when | came back home a few years later, my relatives said

30
wo shudhua shéngyin dou bian le, jiushi nage yudiao
WUEEFHAL T, HARBATEM

that my voice and intonation had changed.

31
Jintian women yao lai lido de ne
A R TEER e

Today, we'll discuss

32
jiushi Zhongguo lishishang cunzai ji giannian
L E g s B AR LT AR

a group of people that were around for thousands of years in Chinese history

33
gié zai huangshi féichang zhongyao de juésé- taijian
HAE 5 Z 4R H H B A - K

and were very important to the royal courts - the eunuchs.

34

Qishi taijian ne ta bujin shi huangshi Ii de purén,

H YR IR WA A 2 5% B,

Actually, eunuchs were not just servants in the royal courts.

35
tamen de cunzai ne ydushihou shénzhi néng zudyou chao zhéng,



AATTFR A7 £ e A IR i 2 22 B /e A7

Sometimes, their presence could even sway the politics

36

yingxiang gudjia de mingyun.
FAIIESE N pes

and the destiny of the country.

37
Na jintian women jiu lai lido yixia, taijian juti shi zénme lai de
TS RIATHRII— T, K AR B AR

Today let's talk about why did we have eunuchs,

38
tamen dou jingli le naxié féirén de duidai
(ERINE ey SR NGO

what kind of inhumane treatments they received,

39
yiji lishishang ybuming
PAR i S2 BT 44

and some of the famous eunuchs in history

40
shénzhi kéyi shud céngjing quan gqing chaoyé de taijian.
Fe 0] DLl 8 2B BT A -

who once held immense power.

41

Shouxian ne wd wén yixia YThao, zhége taijian shi z&énme lai de ne?
T Jale I — F R, XA KRB AR ?

First, I'd like to ask Yi Hao, why did we have eunuchs?

42
Jiushi wémen ji giannian de lishi zhdong yizhi dou cunzai ma?
BARBAT LT R 7 s rp— B AR AL ?

Had they always existed throughout our thousands of years of history?

43
Dui, qgishi zai Zhongguo yangé nanxing de xingwei
Xt HSEAE A E 5 AT

Yes. Actually, the practice of castrating men in China had been present

44



zai nulishéhui yiji bufen de fengjianshehui jiu you le.

FEPCRAL 22 DL B 73 B AL 2 1

in slave societies and parts of feudal societies.

Note: In a slave societies, masters own slaves who must work for them without
personal freedom. In a feudal societies, lords and serfs had a relationship where serfs
farmed the lord's land, giving some of the crops as payment, and they had more
freedom than slaves.

45
Zuichl ni zhidao weishénme yao yange rén ma? | Weishénme ne?
BOMRAIRE At A BRI ? | ot A2

Do you know why people were castrated initially? | Why?

46
Jiushi yinwéi ta yao chéngfa yixié nanxing de xing fanzuizhé.
S R Al A 1] — L B R P AR

Castration was a way of punishing male sex offenders.

47
Ranhou houlai ne,
SR A JE RWE,

Later,

48
jit birashud wd zhuadao le yixieé zhanfan huodzhé shud nuli,
LA AR E T — L8 P B B GR,

arrested war criminals or slaves

49
w0 dou hui jinxing yangeé.
A AT IEE

would be castrated.

50
Wéishénme zhanfan yao yangé ne?
I R AU ) e ?

Why did they castrate war criminals?

51
Y1inwéi jiushi buxidng rang ta ydu zisi ya
BR A gh A AN AR LR Ath A 1 B 17

Because they didn't want them to have offspring.

52



Rugud ta ydu zisi,
U SRAh A T
If they had offspring,

53
ta shibushi jiu ydukénéng hui fanguolai zai jinxing baofu ne?
AR A T Be 2 SOd Sk B AT R B2 e ?

it was more likely for these kids to seek revenge on behalf of the parents, right?

54

Zai Zhdongguo gudai Yinshang shigr nage shihou
A5 ] 7 AR P 39 8 A

During the Shang Dynasty,

55

jit yijing you le zhége yangé nanxing de zhége xingwéi hé yishi le.
FOEAH T TR IXAMT IAEIR T

the practice and concept of castrating men already existed.

56

Er zai jiushi tongyT shiqf ne,
T AE 3 A2 5] — IS H3 e

At that time

57
woOmen kan xifang, xifang zhénghao shi gu Luoma de shidai,
PAVEVETT, P95 IR 2 2 B,

in the West, it was the era of ancient Rome

58

nage shihou ne yangé wangwang ta shi yizhdng zongjiao de xingwéi.
FBA i W ) B A A B e — P R AT A .

and over there, castration was often a religious act.

59

Nage shihou qishi hai méiydu jidajiao ma, danshi zai jiddjiao zhigian,
TRAN I A e S AE VAT BB 00k, B R AEFE B B

At that time, Christianity did not exist yet. But before Christianity,

60
gu Luéma de rén jiu kaishi ydu le yT gé jiao
EEA PN iR R < I

the Romans began to worship a (deity) called



61

Sai Bili mébai de yT gé shiqging.
TR E R — G .
Cybele.

62

Sai Bili ne ta gishi shi yT gé niishén.

FELCFIIE fh e S fE — A Ao

Cybele was actually a goddess.

Note: This version of the story (sourced from the Chinese Internet) may differ from
versions found from Western Internet sources.

63

Jit shén you y1 gé haizi,
HA —NET

She had a child,

64
danshi shén buxidng rang ta de haizi gén qita de niirén yduran.
B ARANAR UL dt 72 1 BR A ) 2o N A B

but she didn't want her child to have relationships with other women.

65
Ta jiu kaishi buting de da ta de haizi,
W ETT AR A T ib 1 £ T

Later, she started to beat her child incessantly

66
ranhou ta de haizi ne zai shoudao le ta hén dud ci de ouda de shihou,
NG M T AE 52 2] 1 AR 2 IR I LT Bz,

and after being beaten many times,

67

xinli jiu zhdjian de nitqa.

O B IZ T AL

he gradually developed a twisted mind.

68

Zai xinli nilqi de shihou,
FECoBEAH il (B iz,
When this happened,

69
ta tdran zhijian jiushi ganshou dao le



fth TR 2 115 A2 k2 B T
he suddenly felt

70

yizhdng zongjiao ban de y1 gé kuangxi,
— R R — MR,

a kind of religious ecstasy,

71
ranhou hut dao zigong, jiu ba ziji géi yangeé le.
WIRHEIIBEE, LA CHEE T .

and then castrated himself with a knife.

72

Cdng na ci zhihou ne, jiushi zai zhége ta de yangé zhi i,
IR J5We, A fEiX MBI E 2z H,

Since then, on the day of his castration,

73
ydu zhézhdng zongjiao kuangré xingzhi de Luéma rén ne
B IR R EOERAE B2 B A\

Romans who were religious fanatics,

74
tamen jit hui yangeé ziji de yangju,
fiAl T R e SR A,

would castrate themselves

75
ranhou zai g Luéma de daolu shang bénpao.
RIEAE D B TE RS T

and then run on the roads of ancient Rome.

76

Zhége jiu jiao Sai Bili mébai.
XA ALY B LU

This was the worship of Cybele.

77

Bénpao? Why?
F5H1? Why?
Run? Why?

78



Weéishénme zhéme qiguai?
N AXABEE?
So weird!

79
Yinwéi tamen shi zai bidoda ziji dui zhége zongjiao de kuangxi.
A AT T2 AE RIS H AR AN RIS .

Because they were seeking to express their intense joy and devotion to the religion.

80

Sudyi gishi wo juéde jiushi yangé ba
Fr DAL SR 49 it 2 el

So actually, | think that castration

81
kénéng jiushi zai shijie dou shi tongbu jinxing de.
A RERL A AL TH A [ D HEAT

might have had been practiced simultaneously around the world.

82
Zhongguo gudai kénéng jiushi ydongyou zhége yangé xingwéi de gugjia zhiy.
Hh A AT RE L2 A XA W HEAT A E K 2 —.

Ancient China was just one of the countries that practiced castration.

83
Wa, hutl dao zigong, ting zhe dou hén tong!
M, HIIEE, WrE#MRR !

Wow, the act of self-castration with a knife sounds so painful!

84

Xiang xiang jit hén nanshou
TEAE AR XE 32

Just the thought of it is quite distressing!

85
Ni ganggang shuo yangé shu
GNEIIRINVAGEAIRN

You just mentioned that castration

86
shi zai hén zao de shihou yinshang shidai jiu yijing you le,
FEAEAR BB I At e f 1

was present as early as in the Shang Dynasty.



87
name taijian zhége juése zai nage shihou yé you ma?
T 0 IR M XA F B A TS Bt A e 2

So did eunuchs already exist at that time?

88
Yinwéi wdmen sud shud de taijian jiushi béi yangé hou de nanxing,
BRI N FRATT B 1 F4) A Mo 2 A i) 1/ 1) S 42k

When we talk about eunuchs, we're usually referring to men who were castrated,

89

ranhou zai huanggong Ii fushi huangdi de naxié rén, shi ba?
SRIGAE 28 IR A 27 B N, R ?

and became servants of the emperors, right?

90

Qishi yé bushi zhéyang de.
H AR IR
Actually, that wasn't the case.

91

Jiushi taijian ne ta zhége ci
e K e B XA A

The term "eunuch”

92

gishi shi gudai huanguan de yizhdng gaoji guanyuan de chénghu.

HYg i RE B —FrE R E SRR

was actually an ancient title for a high-ranking official among the imperial attendants.

93

Huanguan bu jiushi yangé guo de ma?

BE AN A F g ?

Weren't all the imperial attendants castrated?

94
Zai Qinchao de shiqgi, huanguan ta bing meéiydu béi yangé guo.
FEZFARIS ], BB A B B e i

During the Qin Dynasty, the imperial attendants were actually not castrated.

95
Danshi ne yduyixié rén, jiu xiang gangcai zanmen shuo de...
ERMEH LN, FURNIA PRI ...

But there were some, just like we mentioned earlier...



96

HuT dao zigong ma? | Dui dui dui
FETJETE? | XXt

Performed self-castration? | Yes, exactly.

97

Weéishénme hut dao zigdong ne?
N AHETIE EWE?

Why did they self-castrate?

98

Shi yinweéi ta jiushi juéde
FE R At gl A2 o 45

It was because

99
wo haoxiang huodé bulido huangdi de géng dud de xinrén le,
WIHERFA T 2K EZNELE T,

they wanted to gain more trust from the emperor,

100
ta jiu kaishi juan qilai le
f st T e B R T

so they started competing among themselves (to gain greater trust).

101
Taijian juan shénme ne?
KB AW ?

What were the eunuchs competing for?

102
Juan shéi bi shéi xian zigong le ziji, shéi bi shéi xian yan le ziji.
GHEHHERAE T H S, #EHWEE TAC.

They were competing to be among the first to self-castrate.

103
Sudyi nahuir huanguan bingbu béi yaoqiu yangé, shi ba? | Dui
PR JUE B IEABERE S, e | )

So at that time, imperial attendants were not required to be castrated, right? | Correct.

104
Késhi nage shihou de huangdi

A2 AN I A [ 527



But didn't the emperor at that time

105

nandao bu danxin zhéxié huanguan yinluan hdugong ma?
HMETEANH Lo I 8 B VL S B 2

worry about these eunuchs causing chaos in the harem?

Note: Harem, in this case, meant a group of women belonging to an emperor.

106

Qinchao de shihou kénéng tamen méiydu xiang name dud,

ZRAMII R AT B A A A4 %

During the Qin Dynasty, people probably didn't think about it that much.

107
danshi zhé jian shiging zhénde fashéng le.
ERXFHEEEMRET

But this kind of thing (sex with the women of the harem) actually did happen.

108
Qin shihuang de fuqgin zai qin shihuang xido de shihou qushi le.
ZI0 2 SOCRIER I /NI R 24 T

Qin Shi Huang's father passed away when he was still young.

109

Ranhou gin shihuang de mugin ne, nage shihou féichang de nianging,

RIGZRIE ZIERERNE, AN R H R,

His mother (who was a concubine) was very young at that time,

Note: Concubine referred to a woman who belonged to the emperor, but had a lower
status than his wife.

110
ranhou ta jiu yi nage shihou de dang chéo zaixiang jiao LG Buwéi,
SR 5 bt 5 AN I R 24 ) SE AR Y B AT,

and so she began an affair

111
ta lia xian kaishi sttong.
MR SETT a6 A IE

with the then chancellor, LG Buwei.

112
Danshi ne gin shihuang jiu zh&ngda le ma, LG Buwéi jiu haipa le,
BN Z=IG 2l KK TR, BATFREHEN T,

However, as Qin Shi Huang grew older, Buwei got scared



113
sudyi ne ta jiu xiang likai le qin shihuang de muqin,
It AW At R AR B TT 1 R4k I BESE,

and wanted to leave the mother.

114
ranhou LG Buwéi jiu xiang le yT zhao.
RGBT T —H.

So, he came up with an idea.

115
Ta jiu zai minjian zhdo le yT gé féichang haokan de nanzi,
M AAE IR T — AR I E S T

He found a man who was extremely handsome

116
yao séyou nage qin shihuang de muqin.
BRI ZHIEER.

to try to seduce Qin Shi Huang's mother.

117
Jiégud zhége nande zhénde jiu séydu chénggong le.
SR B AR S OIFER) T .

In the end, the man actually succeeded.

118

Zhége nande ne jiu jiaozud Laoai.
A5 B e st i A2 5

His name was Lao Ai.

119
Ranhou L Buwéi jiu quanshén'értui.
R BATESTR.

L0 Buwei was able to extricate himself entirely from the situation.

120
Houlai tamen lid gdo dao shénme dibu ne?
Je RAMATT P45 B4 s 2 W 2

How far did the affair (between the mother and the new guy) go?

121
Jiushi qin shihuang de muqin huai le Laoai de liang gé haizi.

FRRIG ZIRERI T BB % T



The mother got pregnant and had two children with Lao Ai.

122
Qin shihuang de muqin jiu shud na wd jiu ban chi huanggdng qu zhu ba.
ZR 06 5 BESE U0 TR ARt 5L 2

Later, she said that she wanted to move out of the palace.

123

Jiushi huanggong tai luan le, wd xiang gingjing qingjing,
WAEEKAL T, RAEEEGE,

She claimed that the palace was too chaotic and she wanted some peace.

124

dan qgishi shi ta xiang qu sizi de yangyu zhe liang ge haizi.
(EHSR I AR B IR F XA T .

But in reality, she wanted to raise the two children privately.

125

Qin shihuang ne jiushi yé feichang de téng'ai ta de muqin,
Zon 2Nl 2 AR 1 2 A KRR,

Qin Shi Huang, who deeply cherished his mother,

126

xinli dou zhidao zhéxié ma,
O HL A R T LG iR

was aware of all this,

127

danshi ta jiu zhéngyizhiyanbiyizhiyan, jit zhéme guo ba
(B R At gt e — IR P — R, i 45 e

but he decided to turn a blind eye and just let things be.

128

Ranhou Laoai ne ta jiu juéde ziji zhang zhe
RIFIZ M 915 5 CLE

Lao Ai, thinking that

129

gin shihuang de muqin chdng'ai ta,

Zo0 2 RER A,

he had the affection of Qin Shi Huang's mother,

130
ta haiyou liang ge haizi,



fit B AT
and the two kids he had with her,

131
ta shénzhi ba tamen dangshi jizhu de nage xido jun
AL = AEAMAT 2 I AT B A NER

became so arrogant that he named the small county they resided in

132

mingming wéi jiao Laoai guo.
i 44 B

as "Lao Ai Country".

133

Ta jiusuan mingming wéi Laoai gud, qin shihuang haishi baorong le ta.
fh S ar 2 B, ZRh 2020 T .

Even after Lao Ai did this, the emperor still tolerated him.

134
Danshi zuihou yici, Laoai zai hé biéren héjit de shihou hé dud le ya,
BREE IR, BHAEN NG5S 2 77,

However, once when Lao Ai was drinking with others, he became drunk

135
ta gén biéren shud nimen shéi dou bu gan ré wo,
A PR AN EARATTUE RS AN B IR

and said: "You all don't have the balls to mess with me

136
yinwéi wd shi gin shihuang de jia fu.
BRI 2210 2 KR AL -

because | am Qin Shi Huang's "fake father".

137

Shénme jiao jia fu ne? Jiushi jifu, wo shi qin shihuang de dié
FEAMEARWE? ek, RERHEMZ

What does "fake father" mean? It means "stepfather". So, Lao Ai claimed that he was
Qin Shi Huang's father.

138
Ranhou zhé jian shi béi gin shihuang zhidao le, na ta ké rén bulido le a
SRFE IR R ZRIR 2 AE T, AT AT 7

When this matter became known to Qin Shi Huang, he couldn’t stand it anymore!



139

Houmian jiu zhijié qin shihuang jiu ba Laoai géi sha le.
JE T AR IR ST BRA R T .

Later he killed Lao Ai.

140

Sudyi yigian zhézhdng huanguan gén houfeéi sitong de gingkuang

JIT LA LA I o i B R 0 R T R 17 1O

So, the situation where eunuchs (imperial attendants) and concubines engaging in
affairs

141

yinggai haishi man chang chixian de ba?
124 A 2R H LR 2

was quite common, right?

142
Qishi yizhi dou shi yoéu de
Hi—HEEAW

Yes, it was happening all the time.

143

Yoéu le ginchao de zhége xian qin zhr jian,
RN ERZE,

With the incidents that occurred in the Qin Dynasty,

144

ranhou dao le donghan shiqt ne, Guangwu di shoubulio le.

RIGE] T ZRDUN e, LA T 1.

when it came to the Eastern Han Dynasty, Emperor Guangwu could not tolerate this
anymore.

Note: In Chinese history, Eastern and Western Han Dynasty are often used to
distinguish between the two periods of the Han dynasty that were ruled from different
capitals.

145
Ta jiu shud le bixd yao yong yangé hou de huanguan dang taijian,
b s U 1 D6 21 F e S S R

He said that only eunuchs who were castrated could serve in the palace.

146
ni zhiydu yangeé le, ni cai néng ydu quanli zhaogu wo,
RAFEE T, RA GeA AR I,

Only castrated men had the right to take care of him



147
zhaogu wo zhége huangdi yiji wo de féizi men.
MR IX A 277 LA RETIE 7417

(the emperor), and his concubines.

148
Na sudyi ta chule jiushi ganggang shud de danxin gén houféi sitong,
TR FT LAt B3 591 A2 PRI P 35 1L o PR S S AL T

Besides the concern about secret affairs with the concubines that we just mentioned,

149
ta haiyou biéde yuanyin ma?
A A T A L PR g 2

did he have any other reasons for doing this?

150
Zhége nandao dangshi meiydu zaodao ta de chénzi men fandui ma?
XA METE A T8 2t i B 54T oy 2

Wasn't this practice opposed by his ministers

151
Hudzhé huanguan men de fandui?
B B B AT SO ?

or by the eunuchs themselves?

152

Qishi ganggang shu6 de fangzhi
FCSZMI I 7 1L

Actually, preventing affairs

153

jiushi huanguan hé ta de féizi men sitong zhishi yuanyin zhiyi.

L BB b A TR E R SRR

between eunuchs and his concubines was just one of the reasons.

154
Haiyou géng zhdngyao de yT gé yuanyin,
A S E R AR

There was a more important reason:

155
jiushi ta yao baozhéng huanguan men géngjia yilai ziji, géngjia yonghu ziji.

M ERIEEEITE MK E S, EmfyEc.



to ensure that the eunuchs were more dependent on him and would be more
supportive of him.

156
Ni yangeé le, ni jiu méiydu le zisi,
PRI T, VR T T,

Once they were castrated, they wouldn't have offspring,

157
ni jiu méiydu banfa péiyang ni de zongzu shili.
IRBA INERE TR R IR T

and so they wouldn't be able to cultivate their own familial influence or power base.

158

Sudyi ne huanguan jiu bixd zhongchéng yu bixia,
Fit CAWG B B At 6 AUE I T RE T

Therefore, eunuchs had to be loyal to their emperor,

159
zhongchéng yu huangdi, ni de houbanshéng cai néng you baozhang.
BT B, RHE A B TR

in order to have security for the rest of their lives.

160

Dan wd haishi you gé wenti,
{EIIERFA [,

But | still have a question.

161
jiu jiashé huangdi haipa huanguan yinluan hougong,
FURKEWHENEEEILEE,

Assuming the emperors were afraid of eunuchs causing chaos in the harem,

162
na weishénme tamen bu gancui zhi zhdo gongndi,
A AN IATFIE R4 E 2,

why didn't they only use female attendants

163
jiushi nlide lai fushi tamen de féizi men ne?
LA PR IR AT B B AT 1 2

to serve their concubines?

164



Xianzai zanmen de hougong yijing you daliang de féizi le, dui ba?
AN G B 28 F REMIE T 1, XiE?

There were already a large number of concubines in the harem, right?

165

Jitshi hdugong jiali san gian ma, guangshang

e e =T, 2.

It's said that there were three thousand beauties in the harem.

166
ragud haiydu daliang de gongnd,
WMARILH KERE L,

If the emperor also had many maids,

167
na huangdi hén youkénéng, ta buhui yongxin chuli chao zhéng ya
IR ARARE, A2 O AL BERAE

he might not focus on state affairs.

168

Jiushi tai piaoliang le, shi ba? Tai dud pidoliang de gongnli séyou ta
R RIS T, RW? REFESME Lt dh

There might be too many pretty women seducing him, right?

169
Dui, érqié gudai jiu ydu zhéyang de y1 gé shiju jiao
xf, i H b AOE XRE —A R Ag Y

Yes, and there is an ancient poem that goes:

170

chn xiao ku duan ri gaoqi,

HY R H EE,

The spring night is beautiful and fleeting, and the sun has risen high,

Note: Yang Guifei was the beloved concubine of Emperor Xuanzong during his later
years. She is known as one of the Four Beauties of ancient China.

171

céngci jinwang bu zao chao.

MU A ELEH

but the emperor, (indulging in pleasures with Yang Guifei,) no longer rises early to
attend the court and handle state affairs.

172
Zhége bu jiushi péngjt huangdi chénni yu hougong zht shi ma?



AR T U0 T /55 2
This was to criticize the emperor for indulging in affairs with the harem, right?

173
Erqi& jiushi huangdi ba ta de 16ngti y& shi xdyao béi baohu de
1717 HL Al A 27 At P e A 2 7 A DR 1Y

Moreover, the emperor's health needed to be protected

174

jiushi bimian huangdi hui zongyu guodu, céng'ér jiu méiydu banfa shéengyu.
He e 2SI L, WA INEER .

from overindulging in lust, which could result in infertility.

175

Jit xiang qingchao de nage Puyi, dajia kénding zhidao ba?
SUGIEFRAANEA, REE E B ?

Just like Puyi from the Qing Dynasty, who | am sure everyone has heard of, right?

176
Modai huangdi
RAREH

The last emperor.

177

Dui, ta shi méiydu zisi de
XF, A T
Yes, he had no offspring.

178

Yinwéi zai Puyi xido de shihou,
BRI A LE AN /)N ) %

When Puyi was young,

179
taijian men jiu pa ta pao chiqu wan, paochi zijinchéng
IR IATT A M 6 2 B, 6 L SR AR

the eunuchs, fearing he would leave the Forbidden City to play,

180
jiu ba ta hé yiduT gén ta téngdéng nianji de gongnli men guan zaiyiqj,
HAC AN — HEPRA [ 55 SR L 1 A 1R A — e,

locked him up with a group of maids of the same age,

181



ranhou jiu zud yixié nannd zhi shi.
WG — e S e .

and had them engaged in sexual activities.

182
Piyi shud ta di'ertian jingpilijié,
TN B — RSG5,

Puyi said that the following day he would be completely exhausted,

183
ranhou chimén de shihou kandao tianshang de taiyang dou shi bai de.
SRJE TR A 3R R BRAR A& .

and when he got out of the room, the sun would appear blazingly white to him.

184

Danshi ne zhéxié taijian men jiushi yé lan ma, yé buxidng guan ta

BRI EE I AT A A2 MR, O ANARAE Al

Actually, these eunuchs were just lazy and didn't want to bother attending him.

185

ji hai géi ta guan jin wa, ranhou jiu wéi ta zhuangyang yao
AL L ORHE R, IRJE R A BH 24

They just locked him up in a room and fed him aphrodisiacs,

186

rang ta jixu gén zhéxié gongni men
LAt 4 28 B 48 B LT

so that he would

187
zai wu Ii dai zhe, jiu bu rang ta chimén.
fER B, AL,

stay in the room with these maids.

188
Manman de ta jiu dui zhéxié shiging méiydu xingqu le.
1815 1 At U0 IX LSRR MR 1 o

Slowly, he lost interest in (sex).

189

Erqié& haiydu jiushi gishi zhaogu huangdi ba
T ELIE A sf A JH: ST it 2 7 e

In addition, taking care of an emperor



190

ta bushi zhéme jiandan de shiqging.
EARIX A AR .

wasn't an easy task.

191
Birashud huangdi chaxun de shihou,
EL A 2 717 SR I

For example, when the emperor went out on a tour,

192
zanmen shibushi xGyao ydurén taijiaozi?
AR R EA NG 17

someone needed to carry the sedan chair, right?

193
Shi taijian tai de, shi ba?
KM, Z?

Eunuchs were the ones who carried it?

194
Dui, dou shi taijian tai de jiaozi.
Xt R R MR T

Yes, the eunuchs carried it.

195
Erqgié huangdi chiqu de shihou,
T HL 5274 25 R I,

Also, when the emperor went out,

196
woOmen zai yingshi ju Ii dou kéyi kan chdlai jio hui na nazhdng héng lud sén
FATHE AR HLAE T AT Rt 2 SR A £ 2 4

we can see from TV dramas that they would use a kind of red canopy.

197

Zhéyang san, shi ba?
HERHSP:, AL ?
Umbrellas to block sun?

198

Dui dui, rang huangdi zhéyang
XPxt, ik S I RH

Yes, to shield the emperor from the sun.



199
Fangshai, huangdi yé yao fangshai | Dui
B, SR | %)

The emperor also needed protection from the sun. | Right.

200

Zhéxié gongnli men k&néng jiti zud bulido

X E AT R A 1

Female attendants probably couldn't do all these things.

201

Erqi& ne wdmen zhaogu huangdi

117 LW FAI T HEE ot 2.7

Moreover, taking care of the emperor

202
ni xdyao érshi si xidoshi suishidaiming, zhé k& méiydu xitxi.
PR A DU/ BERS iy, XA R .

required servants to be on standby 24 hours a day.

203

Danshi gongnli ne kénéng hui yduyixié shéngligt, dui ba?
{EEE W] fe s — LA B, xhig e

But female servants had menstrual cycles, right?

204

Zhége shihou ta kénéng jiu wufa zudédao zhé yidian le.

XA g ] BE AL ICIR AR B — R T

When that happened, they wouldn't be able to fulfill their duties.

205

Erqi& ne jiushi gangcai zanmen shud de fangzhi huangdi chénni yu nlisé ma.

1717 HLIE sl A2 P A AT T 358 FR 977 L 22 D88 - 2 ik

As we just mentioned earlier about preventing the emperor from overindulging in
female beauties.

206

Qishi haiydu y1 gé diangu jiaozud huangdibuijitaijian;i.

HSIEA — A S i 2 A SR R

There is actually a story behind the saying: "The emperor is not anxious, but the
eunuchs are."

Note: The saying refers to a situation where subordinates are more anxious about an
issue than the person in charge.



207

Jitshi zai Qingchao de shiq,
SR AETH H N 4,

During the Qing Dynasty,

208

jiushi wéile rang huangdi bunéng zhuanmén chdngxing yi gé feizi,

Ha N ik R AR LTI REE T,

to ensure that the emperor would not favor a single concubine exclusively,

209
tongshi ne yé shi jiushi gangcai zanmen shud de ma,
[ P P 1 A2 Al A PR A PELAT T 5 K

and as we mentioned just now,

210
tixi huangdi de longti.
Al 2 77 R e A4

to protect the emperor's health,

211

Ranhou jiu guiding huangdi zai gén féizi men xingfang de shihou

SR G LR T B AR IR AT A IAT b R B

a regulation was set that when the emperor was having sex with a concubine,

Note: There's no evidence to confirm that these are historical facts, just anecdotal
stories.

212
bunéng chaogud bange shichen.
AeE i I R

it could not exceed half an hour.

213
Haiydu shijian xianzhi ne?
A I A R 1) e 2

There was even a time limit?!

214
Dui, sudyi jiushi rugud ni yao chaogud le zhége shijian xianzhi,
XF, BT RAS At SRAR R I T 3K A B T R ]

Yes, so if he exceeded this time limit,

215



na zongguan de nage taijian de téur, jiu hui zai waimian han
RSB BB RIS L, w28 SN Ik

the chief eunuch would start calling him from outside:

216
huangshang shijian dao le, shi shihou le
2 EREET, RrE 7

"Your Majesty, time is up!"

217
Ranhou yizhi han yizhi han, zhidao huangshang chulai.
RIE—HEW—E, HIE K.

He would keep calling the emperor until he came out.

218
Danshi ne jiu yé& ybdude jiu shud na ni han qu ba,
B2 W gl 7 P 398 IS 2R ek 25 P

But some emperors may say: "Keep calling!

219
wo jit bu chilai, zhége shihou zénmeban ne?
TR R, XA g B4 T ?

I just won't go out." What could (the eunuchs) do?

220
Zhé bang taijian men jiu hui zhijié chuangjin fangmeén [i jiang féizi tai zéu.
XHS R A T 2> B (I BE D5 1T S IE THR E

They would break into the room and carry the concubine out.

221

Ranhou zhége jiu jiao huangdibuijitaijian;ji.

SRJF XA 2 A BUR M B

This is where the saying "the emperor is not anxious, but the eunuchs are" came
from.

222
Tai z6u? WO yiwéi shi zhége huangdi jin le féizi de fangjian limian,
TR PN XA ATt 1487 b3 8] B,

Carry her away? | thought that when the emperor entered a concubine's room,

223
jiu zhijié jiu shui zai ta de fangjian Ii le.
U L%l PR 2t PR s Te) B

he would just spend the night there.



224

Weéishénme bunéng gén huangdi shui ne?

A LA BE R 57 B ?

Why couldn't (the concubines) sleep with the emperor?

225
Na huangdi bushi tai gadan le?
AR AR T ?

Wouldn't the emperor feel lonely?

226
Jiushi weile tixt huangdi de shénti a, dui ba?
SUie N 1AL S 4 S AR, g ?

It was to care for the emperor's health, you know?

227

Rugud tamen yizhi shui, wanyt wanshang jiu dou bu shuijiao ne?
DR AT — B, 5 W AR AN e

If they were together, what if they didn't sleep the entire night?

228

Na zénme kénéng? Na huangdi yé tai méng le ba!
BRI RE? JIB 57 KM 1 e

How could that be possible? The emperor must be so strong!

229

Zénme kénéng y1 wanshang dou zhége... Hao ba
BT RE— M EHXAN.. L

How could he possibly do it all night?!

230

W6 juéde haishi hén ydukénéng de gun | O, hdo ba
WRAFIE ARG RN | MK, g

| think it's still very likely. | Well, okay!

231
Chule wdmen gianmian jiangdao de zhanfu,
B 1 AT TR TR 30 ) AR AT

In addition to the prisoners of war we mentioned earlier,

232
haiydu fan le zui de rén hui béi yange,

AT RN ],



and those who committed crimes,

233
haiyou naxié rén hui bei yangé ranhou chéngwei taijian ne?
AT WREE N 2 P 2R 1O R M e ?

who else could be castrated and be made a eunuch?

234
Qishi zanmen ganggang shuo de zhanfu
LSBT P 330 PR A7

Actually, the relatives of the prisoners of war

235

gén fanrén jiashu zhéxié, zhanfan zhéxié
IR mix L, XL

and criminals we just talked about,

236
tamen yangé hou buyiding shi chéngweéi taijian.
AAT T 5 S AN — R T RO R M

didn't necessarily become eunuchs after being castrated.

237
Dangran rugud ydu nazhong tébié jiling de
RN A T AL R

Of course, if there were some who were particularly clever

238
hudzhé shud kan zhe jiu hén rang rén you yan yuan de zhézhdng rén,
BE YA E R IE NG RGN,

or likable,

239
ta youkénéng hui béi xuan jingdng dang taijian.
fh A AT e et Bl B 2K .

they might be selected to enter the palace as eunuchs.

240
Na shénmeyang de rén hui chéngwéi taijian ne?
TRAT A FER N 23 BN K e ?

So, what kind of people would become eunuchs?

241
W6 juéde Zhongguérén dou shi feichang zhdngshi chuanzongjiedai de ba,



e 15 A BN AR A AR AL = BRI,

| think that since Chinese place great importance on continuing the family line,

242
Rugudshud nanxing de minggénzi dou béi gé diao le,
AR 5 1 ) AR TR T

if a man's vital organ is cut off,

243

na tamen hui yuanyi ma?
HRAtAT 4 P ey 2

would (the family) be okay with this?

244
Jiushi shénme yang de rén hui yuanyi chéngwéi y1 gé canqué de rén?
BT AR N S TR N — DR ?

What kind of person would be willing to become incomplete?

245
Qishi zai gudai chéngwéi canqué de rén jingdng dang taijian,
FesAE b AT B N HE B 2K

Actually, in ancient times, becoming castrated and entering the palace as a eunuch,

246

zhége shi hén dud qiéngku rén sud zhuiqgiu de,
EARARZ 75 NFTE R,

was a goal of many poor people,

247
ranhou ne haiydu naxié ydu yuanda baofu de rén.
IR G NEIEA LA I KA -

and people with great ambitions,

248

Jiushi naxié xiaohai shud, wo yihou yidingyao guangzongyaozu
Fe L /NZ U, 3L — € ZO S AH

for example, kids that wanted to bring honor to their family.

249

Na ni patongrén xiang guangzongyaozu, zénmeban ne?
HRVREENRE A, EATpE?

But how could an ordinary person achieve that?

250



Na ni zhiydu yT tido lu, na jiushi yangé jingong dang taijian.
TR A — 2% 8%, JHUE M FIHEE 2K .
There was only one way, and that was to be castrated and become a eunuch.

251
Yinwéi patongrén ni kdo xué...
BRI NRE 2

For ordinary people, passing the imperial examination through studying

252
Keéju kénding shi kdo bu shang ya! Yinwei... Dui ba?
BREHERFZA L BN, XTI ?

was definitely out of reach, right?

253

Ni shénme dou méiydu, ni lian shi dou maibuqi, ni z&€nme ké&ju ya?

2B, REREKAR, REARI2ZET?

They had nothing, and probably couldn't even afford to buy books, how could they
take the imperial examination?

254
Sudyi ni zhinéng yangé ziji, dang huanguan, jingdng dang taijian.
R ABEE RIS, HEE, #E ARk

So they could only castrate themselves and become eunuchs in the palace.

255

Ranhou women ganggang shud de jiushi
SR FATTIA P 5 e sl A

We just said that

256

giéngrén jia de haizi dou shi yuanyi béi yangé dang taijian de ma

53 NS B £21 30 7 VR AP el 31 24 S M PR

children from poor families were willing to be castrated in order to become eunuchs,
right?

257

Zhége shihou wd jiu xiang gén ni lido yT liao Li Lianying,
XA I i P h AR PR AR I — W0 25 0

This is where | want to talk about Li Lianying.

258
nin zhidao Li Lidnying shi shéi ma?
T RNE YL N ?



Do you know who he was?

259

Zhidao, Cixi shénbian de dahdéngrén, da taijian

KE, REAEEHLRIRLN, KKK

Yes, he was the favorite eunuch of Empress Dowager Cixi.

260

Dui, Li LianyTing ne ta shi Hébé&i rén.
XF, ZEFETER AL

Right, Li Lianying was from Hebei.

261
A? Ni 130xiang!
W2 frg 2!

Ah? He was from your home province!

262
Dui, érqié shishi jizai de shi Hébé&i Langfang rén,
XF, i H SR # R AL

Yes, and historical records show that he was from Langfang, Hebei.

263
zhénde gén wo shi ldoxiang | Zhénde shi laoxiang
HIREZEEZ 2 | ARZEZZ

So he really came from the same town as me. | Really!

264

tamen jia jiushi giéng, tébié qidng
(LR NENw S P 57 ]

His family was poor, extremely poor.

265
ranhou ne tamen cinzi litou de ydu yi gé rén jiao An Déhai
SRIGWEAAN TS 7 LA — > N 2 {8 i

In his village, there was a person named An Dehai.

266

Ta bu yé shi Cixi shénbian de nage taijian ma?
A AN 2 ZE A B A AR IS K B e ?

Wasn't he also a eunuch favored by Cixi?

267
Dui, ta shi zai Li Lianying zhigian tébié shou Cixi xihuan de yT gé taijian.



XF, AR TE S HTRS ) 3 R B — K
Yes, Cixi liked him a lot before Li Lianying (entered the palace).

268
Ta ne jiu hui ctn de shihou da bai yanxi, ging quan clin rén chifan,
At A9 [ A5F P A KR B2, 3 AN AN FZ R

When An Dehai returned to the village, he held a grand banquet and invited everyone.

269
bingqié ne tamen jia tébié de haohua.
I HIR A AT SR Rl b 52 1

Moreover, his house was extremely luxurious.

270

Na da xiao shi qgidongrén de Li Lianying ne
HRFT/INE 55 NI 2T e

When Li Lianying, a kid from a poor family

271

kandao yihou xianmu, tébié xianmu!
ERILLE RS, Fralkse!

saw this, he was extremely envious!

272
Sudyi ne ta jiu gén ta de baba shangliang,
JIT LA At st 2R A ) 2 2 7

So he discussed with his father

273
na wo buru yé yange le, jingdng dang taijian ba
REA I E] 1, BEE 2K

about getting castrated and becoming a eunuch.

274
W4 yé& yao chéngweéi xiang An Déhai nayang de rén!
HAL BN B AR !

He wanted to become someone like An Dehai!

275

Danshi qishi ne wo kan guo yéshi,

EPES S MIE ki O

But according to unofficial historical documents,

276



jiushi yixié€ minjian lidchuan de yixié gushi
HiE — L R AR I — Ll

which were stories circulated among the people,

277

ranhou yéshi jizai ne, qishi Li Lianying tamen jia nahuir shi ydugianrén
SR ET AL HE, HRBEIAMAIZIR & LA A

Li Lianying's family was actually wealthy at that time.

278
Na wéishénme ydugianrén ta xiang dang taijian ne?
N AR N A AR 2K e ?

So why would a rich person want to become a eunuch?

279

Shi yinwéi you yici Li Lidnying xido de shihou ba, ta huanbing le
e A — IR/ NI I, At O 1

When Li Lianying was a kid, he fell ill

280
dé le y1 gé duiyu wdmen xianzai laishuo
157 —AXF T RATIAE R

with a condition that now might be a minor issue,

281
kénéng jiushi qingchdngi zhang dou de yT gé xiaobing.
A REAL S T B ISR — Vi

like adolescence acne.

282

Dan nage shihou méiydu zhége gainian ya, ta bu dong ya

(EBA IR B XA, Al AT

But at that time, they didn't have the knowledge (to effectively handle "minor
illnesses").

283
Sudyi tamen jia jiu qiuyT bai fo6 ya, dou méiydu yong
BT DABATI S SR R TRl e, R VCE

So his family sought medical treatment and prayed to Buddha, but nothing worked.

284
Zhé shihou ne cn litou lai le yT gé suanming de xiansheng
XN WA B Kok 1 — AN 56 AR

At this time, a fortune teller came to the village.



285

Qia zhi yT suan | Dui, wo qia zhi yT suan
fafe—5 | X, RdafE—H

(Tell fortunes) by using their fingers. | Right.

286

nimen jiad haizi ne yao xiang huéming, na ni jiu you liang tido lu kéxuan:
PANF 21 We B ARG fr, SRR W 2% 2% 7] ik«

(He said): "If your child wants to live, you have two options:

287
DiyT jingdng dang taijian, di‘ér shang simiao dang héshang.
WoREE RN, BT ESEHIEAI.

become a eunuch, or become a monk.

288

Ta ba ne, jiu Li Lianying de fuqin jiu zuémo, zudsiyouxiang
fhgsle, AR SORMBEE, A

His father thought about this over and over.

289
zhé haizi ya dou bukénéng ydu houdai le,
XA AR,

(He thought, since neither option) would allow his son to have offspring,

290

danshi kénéng dang héshang hui hao yidian
B AT e A 2 — 55

becoming a monk might be better

291
yinwéi shénti ba ta shi zhéngchang de, ta bu canqué.
DR Ay B A N Al TE RS 1R, Al AN TR R

because at least his son would have a complete body.

292

Na Li Lianying kébu zhéme xiang ya
AR 2= e ] AN 4 AE I

But Li Lianying didn't agree!

293
Li Lianying xiang de jiushi rugud wo dang héshang qu le,

FESEN R AR BCAAG X T



He thought that if he became a monk,

294
na wo zhé béizi dingdud jiushi gé da héshang.
TRFRIX 3T T2 AL A KA1 o

then, at best, he could only become a senior monk.

295

Méiydushénme chixi ya, dui ba?
B A B, Xhig?

That was no future, right?

296
Buxing, wo yao jingdng dang taijian!
AT, WEEE 2K !

So no! He wanted to enter the palace to be a eunuch!

297
wo yao chéngwéi da taijian,
SR AP NN

He wanted to become an important eunuch,

298
wo yao chéngwéi huangdi shénbian de hongrén!
REL N B FU LN !

and the emperor's favorite!

299

Yo&u zhixiang! | Dui
AERL | X
Ambitious! | Right.

300
Sudyi ne ta zuihou jingdng dang le taijian.
JIT CAWR At £ i 3t B 24 O M

So in the end, he became a eunuch.

301
Yé shi ting lizhi de yT gé gushi
AR HE i ) — iR

Quite an inspiring story!

302
Danshi wo zai xiang, ta nandao bu haipa ma?



EERAEAE, fhHEE A E G ?

But | wonder, wasn't he afraid?

303
Jitl yange ting zhe jiu hén rang rén shoubulido,
I FIT AR IEAZA T,

Castration sounds so unbearable!

304
ta yé ting yéu ydngqi de ma.
fib L BEAT 55 SRR

He was quite brave!

305

Ta kénéng jiushi wo yigérén wd béi yange le,
i rr RER 2 R — A NIRRT

He might have thought, if | get castrated,

306
na hao, wd quanjia bu é le.
MLf, WAEFAEKT .

at least my whole family won't go hungry.

307
Erqi& quaniia rén shénzhi yduk&néng hui ké&yi gai fangzi le
MmHEFANEEG RS UHE T T

And they might even be able to build a (nice) house.

308
Erqi& yigian y& méiydushénme y1 tai zhéngce,
1M H CART %A 4 —IRBGE,

In addition, there wasn't the one-child policy back then,

309
sudyi tamen jia kénéng you haodud gé érzi ne.
BT AR 2K T B 4F 2 AN LT

so the family might have many sons.

310
Jisuan ta ziji bunéng chuanzongjiedai,
LA AR R A,

Even if he couldn't continue the family line,

311



ta de xiongdi haishi ké&yi de, shi ba?
bR L 2B T LARY, N ?

his brothers still could, right?

312
Dui, érqié ne jiu birushuo ta béi yangé zhihou jingdng dang le taijian,
XF, i HLWE S b an e A e 1 2 JE R E 2 1O,

Yes, and if he became a eunuch in the palace,

313

wanyT jiushi ta hun de tébié hao,
T3l 2 AR AT R A A 5

and if by luck he was successful,

314
na tamen jiarén k& buguang shi bu & de weénti le,
HABATTZ N AT A S AR R T

then his family not only would have food on the table,

315
na ke jiushi tingzhi yaoban zuorén le.
IS AT il A BN T

but would be respected by others.

316

Zhé jiushi yT rén dédao quanjia shéngtian le ya

X — NFEEZTHR T

As the saying goes: "When one person succeeds, the whole family is elevated."

317
Ydudaoli, ydudaoli
HiEs, AHiEe

Makes sense.

318
Na shibushi sudydu xiang dang taijian de giongrén dou néng dangshang ne?
ARFEAE A A R A 95 N AR E =4 Bl ?

So, could all the poor people who wanted to become eunuchs achieve this goal?

319

Zai Qingchao shiqr jiu ydu guanfang jizai,
FETRFAR A B 08

During the Qing Dynasty, there were official records



320

jiushi daozi jiang méi gé jidu

I T IT A

that "knife craftsmen" (castration surgeons) had to deliver

321
yao xiang chaoting néi song sishi ming xido taijian,
BE(A FEE A IE DY 44 K

forty young eunuchs to the court every quarter.

322
jiushi béi yangé hao de xido taijian.
SR A R F LT N K

I mean, young boys who had already been castrated.

323
Ranhou ne yT1 nian si gé jidu, zdnggong yT bai liushi gé xido taijian.
SRIEWe— AR, SIE—E AT IR,

With four quarters in a year, that was a total of 160 (new) eunuchs.

324

Dangran haiydu jiushi wd kénéng zdu bulido guanfang qudao,

HIREH WA ATREEA T B T RE,

If one couldn't become a eunuch through the official means (the quarterly quotas),

325

zénmeban ne?
EBATNE?

what else could they do?

326
Ni yé kéyi zhao rén yinjian.
SIS YNCIE:

They could get someone (important) to refer them.

327
Jit gldai ne ta yduyixié lao taijian,
A — 22 K

In ancient times, there were some old eunuchs

328
na lao taijian ta tuixid le yihou, ta buxiang huijia.
MRER WARRIKR T LS, AbAAEE 5.

that retired and did not want to return to their hometowns.



329

Na buxiang huijia zénmeban ne?
AR KB4 e ?

What did they do?

330
Tamen jiu hui ban dao huanggong de bu yuan chu,
AT 2 B B 5 B AN I AL

They would move to a place not far from the palace

331

you yT gé jiaozud Zhongguan ciin de difang.
A E R RS

called Zhongguan Village.

332
Na bushi Béijing de zhongguancun? | Dui, shi Zhongguancin
IBARALS I PR ? | X, 2 oA

Isn't that Zhongguancun (a major technology hub) in Beijing? | Yes.

333

Danshi nahuir de Zhongguan cun,
ERR LT ER,

But the Zhongguan Village back then

334
ké bu gén xianzai gaokeji fada de Zhongguancin ytyang.
A ANERIUAE BB IR e — 1

was not like the high-tech developed Zhongguancun of today.

335
Nahuir de Zhongguan cin de guan, shi guan rén de guan.
M) LMHENKE, 2EANE.

The character of "guan" in Zhongguan Village at that time meant "official".

336

Dang guan de guan, bushi guanxi de guan | Dui
HERE, AERARMR | X

Not the "guan" of relationship. | Right.

337
Birushud wo qgiéng rénjia haizi wd zhao bulido nage daozi jiang,

A T AR T BAA T I TI 71



For example, coming from a poor family, if | couldn't get a castration surgeon,

338
w0 jiu zhao lao taijian.
P K.

| could go to an old eunuch.

339
W4 ziji géi haizi yan le, rang lao taijian bang wo yinjian yinjian.
RECHEZ TR T, k2RI RRLFEL .

The father could castrate his own child and ask an old eunuch for a referral.

340

Qianmian ni tidao shud you zhénggur de tujing,
R THARTE BA ERLIEE,

You mentioned earlier about the official channels

341

jiushi tonggud daozi jiang xiang huanggong limian shisong xido taijian.
S ]I 1) 28 AR /N R .

which was through the "knife craftsmen" (and the quarterly quotas).

342
Na daozi jiang shi gé shénmeyang de dongxi hudzhé rén?
IRTITF I RAN ARER R P ECE A ?

What exactly was a "knife craftsman"?

343
Ta jiushi géi taijian yangé zud shdushu de rén | Shdushu shit
b A 2 K R BT AR BN | TR

It was someone who performed castration surgery. | A surgeon.

344
Dui, shdushu sht
X, FARI

Yes, a surgeon.

345
Daozi jiang ta géi taijian yangé dou shi yao shouqu shdushu féi de
JI5 I At 2 Kt ) 0 4 2 U TR 9

The castration surgeon would charge a fee for the surgery.

346
Shéi fu ne?



WA ?
Who would pay for it?

347

Zhege shi yao taijian ziji fu

XARER A A

The (family of the young boys) who wanted to become eunuchs would pay for it.

348
Daozi jiang ne ta mé&i yangé y1 ming taijian,
15 Wi A A e 1) — 44 KM

For each eunuch, the surgeon

349
ta yao shouqu liu lidng baiyin, zhidao jiushi ta wanquan zhihao zhége taijian.
A BN Y, B B e VR I XA R

would charge six liang of silver and this included the aftercare until full recovery.

350
Liu lidang baiyin suanshi dud de ma? Zai nage shihou
NP AR R 2 g 2 AR ASfix

Was six liang of silver a lot of money at that time?

351

Ganjué jiushi duiyu y1 gé tébié gidngku de jiating laishuo,
TR H AL X T — MR 1 55 T SR BE R A5

| feel that for a poor family,

352

kénéng yé shi bijiao zhong de y1 gé fudan.
AR EEALE I — N A

it might have been a heavy burden.

353
Rugud ni zhénde tebié tébié xiang dang taijian ne,
AR SR AR SRR AR ) AR 2 K

If one really wanted to become a eunuch (and didn't have the money),

354
ni kéyi qu zhdo danbao rén.
PRAr AR AR

he could get a guarantor.

355



Ydule danbao rén ne, ni jiu buyong jiaoqian le,
AT HERENTE, RRAHZE T,
With a guarantor, he didn't have to pay (right away).

356

ni jiu zhijié jiushi xian yangé hou jiaoféi.
PRt B e i 5 22 9%

He could get the surgery and pay later.

357
Shéi néng dang danbao rén ne? Lao taijian ma?
HERE MRS ? 2 K i ?

Who could qualify as a guarantor? Older eunuchs?

358
Dui, jiushi zhéxié Iao taijian men jiu kéyi dang danbao rén.
XF, BRI T AT BL AR A

Yes, these old eunuchs could act as guarantors.

359
Dangran le, rugud ni you zhaobudao kéyi bang ni zud danbao rén de taijian,
IRT, WRARSARAS B AT DA AR R

Of course, if you couldn't find a eunuch to vouch for you

360

ni hai méi gian, qishi ni y& néng yangé, ni y& néng zhao daozi jiang.
PREBRER, SR REME], TRtERRT] T IT.

and you had no money, you could still be castrated by a surgeon.

361
Jiushi ydu liang zhdng jiagian,
HUEA AR

There were two kinds of prices:

362
Jit bao huo, ta shi yizhong jia.
R, B M.

one was "guaranteed survival" fee.

363
Jitshi yan chéng shénmeyang wd buguan, danshi ni zhé haizi sibulido.

B AT ARERAVE, HERIZZ THAT .

(With this fee), the surgeon wouldn't guarantee the result of the castration

would ensure that the child wouldn't die.

, but he



364
Ranhou ne jiushi wd bdo yan bu bao huo,
SR JE WA e B PR AN DR

Another kind was "survival not guaranteed" fee,

365
jiushi wa jiu géi ni yan de tébié hao,
S T 45 % e 154 ) 5

which meant the surgeon would try to do a good job on the surgery,

366

danshi ni haizi shi si shi hué gén wd méiguanxi, zhé yé shi yizhdng jia.
ERARE% T RICRTFIRIRBR R, XME—F

but survival of the child was not guaranteed.

367

Zai Qingchao monian ne,
FETH IR ENE,

Towards the end of the Qing Dynasty,

368
you lidng gé guanfang rénzhéng de daozi jiang dahu,
BWAE T WIER T TR R,

there were two officially certified castration surgeons,

369

yT gé jiao Biwu, yT gé jiao Xidodao Liu.

—AEETL, AN T

one was Bi Wu, and the other one was Xiao Dao Liu.

370

Tamen jiushi zhézhdng shduyi ne
AT TR X A T 20

They kept this craft

371
bu chuan wairén, jiazu néi shidaixiangchuan.
AEAINN, KRN AL -

within the family, passed down through generations.

372
Erqgi& ne jiishi wémen jingdng,

iy HLWe st JATEE



Also, they didn't just send anyone

373

jiu ni buguang shi zhishi yangé, dui ba?
FURAI G R AL E], g ?

who was castrated to the palace, right?

374

NI hai yao kankan zhé xidohai jT bu jiling ya
RIEER B X NEHABLR

They had to assess whether the child was clever

375
toundo jiushi huofen bu hudfen ya, dui ba?
SRR TG ANTE S, XS ?

and had a flexible mind, right?

376
Zhéxié shouxu ne yé shi dou yéu tamen lidng jia baoban.
X e Pt R A AT R B 5.

These procedures were also handled exclusively by these two families.

377

Rugudshuo y1 gé haizi ta bixd déiyao
AR — % TR b AT

If a child needed to be

378
zai zhaodao gongzud zhigian xian ba ziji géi yan le,
ERR B TAFZ HIEitE O 1,

castrate before getting work,

379

wanyT ta ba ziji yan le, danshi zuizhong méi zhdozhao gongzuo
A EHCHE 1, (ERRARIRE T

what if he got castrated but didn't get a job?

380

jiushi bulun shi daozi jiang ne haishi zhége lao taijian tuijian

He AR AL T) 7 I Wik e XA Z K I HERE

If neither recommendations from the surgeon or the old eunuch succeeded

381
dou méiydu chénggdng, na zénmeban?



B R, WEATR?

in getting the castrated child a job, then what?

382

Qishi zhézhdng gingkuang ne féichang shaojian
FILX B L AE 5 2> W

Actually, this situation was very rare.

383

Danshi rugud chixian zhézhdng gingkuang ne,
B2 R I A G G,

But if it did occur,

384
ni yé shi ydu gongzud kéyi zud de.
PR TAERT LA

there was still work they could do.

385
Jit birushud ne ni kéyi zuo yixié
S LT 5 e R AT DAt — 24

For example, they could work

386
jiushi huanggong zhinéi de waiwéi gongzuo.
Hit B8 Z WIS TAE.

in the outskirts of the palace.

387

Yé shi néng zhaozhao gongzuo,
Wt REHAE TAE,

They could still find work,

388
zhibuguo bushi name hao de gdongzuo.
RAEASRIR 2 471 TAE

but not as good.

389

Dui, jiushi ni méiydu jthui péngjian huangshang le,
X, MRREAEI S E BT,

Right, they just wouldn't have the chance to meet

390



ni méiyou jthui cihou huangshang le.
RBAN = ffEE LT .

and serve the emperor.

391

Jit zhuan budao xiaoféi sha le
HUBA BN T

They wouldn't be able to get tips.

392
Dui, ni zhinéng zhuan yixié guding de yuéqian le
XF, AR A RETHE— e B E 1) H Bk T

Right, they could only earn a fixed monthly salary.

393

Na xiamian ne wo juéde yé shi zhége zhénggé boké de zhongdian,

TSI T W B A5t XS REA R 7 1R L A

The following (discussion) might be the most important (to understand this topic on
eunuchs)

394
kénéng dajia dou féichang haoqi de
A RE R K ARAR W 447 1)

and | believe everyone is curious about this (aspect).

395

jiushi yangé de gudchéng juti shi z€nmeyang de ne?
S e )RR B R B AR ?

And that is, what was the process of castration like?

396
Zhigian de shdéushutai ta shi ytkuai zhuangydu si gé tiéhuan de mén ban.
T ARG R T YDA T T

The operating table back then was a door slab equipped with four iron rings.

397
Zhé si gé tiéhuan jiushi wéile guding haizi de sizhr,
PG BRI Ty T B 2T IR

These four iron rings were meant to tie the boy' limbs,

398
jit bunéng rang ta luandong ma.
FASRELEARELBWE

so that he couldn't move around.



399

Géi xiaohai méng shang héi bu, ranhou rang xidohai lai y1 wan dama tang,

SNES BB, AN INECR— B R

(After tying him down ), the surgeon would cover his eyes with a piece of black cloth,
feed him medicine that had anesthetic affects,

400
zai géi xidohai de xiati pdo shang I&ngshui.
PR/ ML R IR BV K

and splash cold water on his lower body.

401
Chén zhe xidohai naozi faméng de shihou, shénti Iéng de fama de shihou,
TEHE NI T RSN, B ARV 45 5 JBR AR I gk

While the kid was still confused and his body was made numb with the cold water,

402
méiyou zhijué de shihou xia dao.
BA RN N T 7]

the surgeon would then cut into (the genital area).

403

Zhége xia dao ba, zai Mingchao gén Qingchao shi you buténg de.

AT IIN, 7EBIsIRIE A AR

The way of the cutting was different between the Ming and the Qing dynasties.

404

Zénme butong?
BAARE?

How was it different?

405

Mingchao shi liydong dao de lirén, gé kai nanxing de yinnang,

W R TIER ), BT BRI 2,

During the Ming Dynasty, the sharp blade of a knife was used to cut open the male
scrotum,

406
quchd gaowan, danshi shi lidydu yinjing de.
HUHY SE AL, (B HABZER.

extract the testicles while leaving the penis intact.

407



Tian na, hdo yéu huamian gan!
RWN, G 1
Oh my God! That's quite a vivid image!

408
Dui, érqié yangé de xiaohai ne
xF, i H R RN e

Yes, and the kid who was castrated

409
yiban dou hui yinweéi shixué guddud hudzhé tébié téng,
— R R D Sk i 2 s R K

would generally faint

410
ta jiu hdn le gudqu le.
ft B 7% T,

from the excessive blood loss (and) extreme pain.

411

Ranhou daozi jiang ne
WRJE T TR

The castration surgeon

412
jiu hui bang ni ba zhége yinnang jiu hui zai féng shang.
AT IRICA P E 4% L.

would then sew up the scrotum.

413

Na gingchao yangeé ne, na ké bi mingchao chédi de dud le.

ARG S FEIE, 8] LB REZ T .

The castration process in the Qing Dynasty was much more thorough than the Ming
Dynasty.

414

YTnwéi zan mingchdo bushi hai lidydu yinjing ma
BRI AW BH s A A2 3 B A ) 2508

The Ming Dynasty at least left the penis intact.

415

Qingchao ne jiushi daozi jiang hui yong yizhdng wan de dao,

THEANR R T] T ITxH— M7,

However, in the Qing Dynasty, the surgeon would use a curved knife



416

daoféng hén féngli
TVEAREER

with a very sharp edge.

417
nié zhe xidohair de yinjing gén yinnang,
AN ZILHI A 2R 22,

While holding the child's penis and scrotum with one hand,

418
ta lingyT zhi shdu ne zhijié jiushi lian gén gé diao.
i o5 — R T W Rl AR

he would use the other hand to completely cut off the genitals down to their base.

419

Houmian gé diao zhihou,
JEEHEZ 5,

After the cutting,

420
daozi jiang hui yong baila zhén hudzhé yong y1 gé mai gan,
JIF I 2 E e — AN A

the surgeon would use a needle or a wheat straw,

421

jiushi charu niaodao, jiushi bu rang zhége shangkdu yuhé ma.
FURARAIRIE, HUR A XA E SR,

to insert it into the urethra to prevent it from closing up.

422

Ranhou hui jiang shéngzi jiang tamen |&ijin,

Re =R TRENHE,

Then, a string would be used to tie (the needle or straw to the body)

423
fangzhi jiushi lazhu zhén hudzhé shi mai gan hui diao xialai.
77 LA 2 i b B R F AT R R R

to prevent it from falling out.

424
Yixilié de shdushu zuowan yihou ba,

—RINPFARBEEUEIE,



After a series of surgical procedures,

425
xidohai ta bunéng lima tadng chuang shang xié zhe.
INZABASBENT By iR

the child still could not lie down to rest.

426
Ta bixd déi rang rén chan zhe, zai wa Ii z6u liang dao san gé xiaoshi,
bR iE N, 7EE e E| =4,

He had to walk in the room with someone's support for two to three hours

427
jiushi rang ta xian shiying yixia.
He kA e N — .

so that he could get used to (his new condition).

428
Lingwai ne, xingzdu y& néng cujin xiazht de xiéyé xunhuan,
TIAE, AT MRENEHE T IR MRAE A ,

In addition, walking would promote blood circulation in the lower limbs

429

jiu zhéyang kéyi jianshao ganran de féngxian.
SICIXAE T DA/ SR e P XSS

and reduce the risk of infection.

430
Shoushu zhthou de san tian, zhé san tian de shijian
FARZIFH=R, K=K

During the three days following the surgery,

431
dishui bu jin, jiu bunéng shud hé shui,
KA, SASREUPE K

he couldn't drink any water at all.

432
yinweéi ni hé shui dehua ni kénéng jiu xiang painiao.
R A AR 7K R AR AT e AR R R

Because if he did, he might feel the urge to urinate.

433
Ni painiao dehua ni kénéng jiu hui... Shangkdu jiu hui béi ganran.



PRHEFR TEAR AT BERt ... 5 g Bl s g
And if he urinated, there was a risk that the wound would become infected.

434
San tian zhthou, badiao zhége baila zhén hudzhé zhége mai gan
ZRZ G, REERA B EE AT

After three days, they could remove the needle or the wheat straw.

435
Rugud badiao zhthou ybdu niaoye pén chalai le,
WK 35 2 J5 A PRI K T

If urine squirted out after it was removed,

436
hao! Ni zhége shdushu chénggdong, wanchéng
I AREAFARET) . FERL

then great! This meant the surgery was a success

437
ni jiu kéyi jingdbng dang taijian le.
PREEAT LLEE 2K T .

and he could enter the palace to become a eunuch.

438

Wa, ni zhidao ba

I, JRAER

Wow, you know what?

439

WoOmen zhébian xianzai shi sanshi wu liu du de wéndu,
BATX LA S =1 AN EIREE,

Right now it's 35 or 36 degrees here,

440
wo ting ni midoshu zhénggé yangé de guochéng,
TR R d s A e 1 )L A

but as | listen to your description of the entire castration process,

441
w0 shénshang dou ydudian mao Iénghan, ni zhidao ba
L EEA BRIV, IRENTE R

I'm getting a cold sweat.

442



Tai xiarén le, ting zhe dou téng
KIFNT, WrE#RE

It sounds so scary and painful!

443
Qishi wo diyici zai zhao ziliao kandao de shihou,
FS R — IRAER BRI 2 B 5%,

Actually, as | was reading about this information,

444
kan wan yihou wd de hanmao shuqi.
F LRI B,

my hair stood on end.

445
Shibushi? W xianzai jiu zhénde shi shu qilai le, ni shi kan budao,
EAR? WIEFM AR R T, REF AT,

Right? Mine too. You can't see it,

446
danshi wo shdu shang de hanmao shi zhangilai de.
HRFT BT B AR

but the hair on my hands stood up.

447
Danshi ni gianmian shud jiushi ba chilai zhthou,
{ERARATH U 2tk R JE

You said earlier that after (the needle) was pulled out,

448
rugud you niao pén chdalai, na jiushi shoushu chénggong.
WA JRITHIR, A2 AR

if there was urine squirting out, it meant that the surgery was successful .

449
Na rugud meéiydu niao pén chilai, bu jiushi bu chénggong le? | Dui
IR R R, AR T2 | XF

What if urine didn't squirt out? Wouldn't that mean that it wasn't successful? | Right.

450
Gé chénggong le ne taijian de xidobian, ta hui chéng y1 gé shanxing,
FII T WK MR ME, ESR—NETE,

If the castration was successful, the eunuch's urine stream would fan out,



451
sudyi jiushi qishi taijian men dou shi din zhe xidobian de.
FIT LA e SR A T 2 B /M

so they usually needed to squat down in order to urinate.

452
Xiang nlixing yTyang, shi ba? | Dui dui dui
GAE—FE, RIE? | XS

Like women, right? | Yes.

453

Dan rugud shi gé gian le, na ta zhége dongxi, ta shi rou ya
HEZENEL T, BEXNRA, E2WTF

If the cut was too shallow, since it was flesh,

454
suizhe ni de nianling shéngzhang, ta hai hui zéngzhang de.
BEE IR R A G, EIES K.

it would continue to grow as they aged.

455

Na ké&néng jiu xdyao érci shdushu, ni hai yao zai ai y1 dao.

RATRERL T —IRTFAR, IRICEFR—T].

This (growth of flesh) might require a second surgery, meaning they would have to go
through the knife again.

456

Danshi ne rugud ni gé shén le, ta quanyu zhihou,
ERARIRER T, BERZE,

However, if the (initial) cut was too deep, once healed,

457
ta hui chéng y1 ge taxian de yi gé zhuangkuang,
BN —AR,

(the genital area) would result in a collapsed condition,

458
jiu ni zhéngge de rou shi ao jinqu de,
R B M1,

where the flesh was sunken in.

459
jiushi taijian kénéng hui huanydu niao shijin.
B KM T RE 2 A IRREE



This meant that the eunuchs might suffer from urinary incontinence.

460
Ta zhinéng suishén xiédai yikuai bu
i A BE B B % — HAf

They would have to use a piece of cloth

461
hudzhé xishui xiaogud géng hao de y1 gé liaozi
B K ROR BT — KT

or other material that could absorb liquids well

462
féng zai ziji de kuzi shang, jiu hé xianzai de nazhdng niaobushi chabudud.
efEHCIVET B, SURBLE ISR R ANEEARZ

and sew it onto their pants. It was like having diapers.

463
Zai guidai de Gongnl Tan Wang Lu zhong jit ydu yT gé jizéi,
FEHARE) (B ki) A —AdE,

In the book of Memoirs of a Palace Lady,

464

ydu yT gé gongnl jiushi zhéme shud de,
A—MELR R AU,

a maid said:

465

kélian le zhéxiée 1ao taijian ya, dou yijing guod le wlyugjié le,
AP TR ORI, #oad T RHAT T,

"Poor old eunuchs! It's already past May

466
jit yijing dao le wuyuéfén, tian dou ré le.
geas r A G, REHRT .

and the weather has become hot.

467

Shangshén yijing chuan de jiu hén danbo le,
FHCAFRHIIRAHE T,

They wear very thin clothing on the upper body,

468
kénéng rén jiu gén wo shide chuan zhéme y1 gé banxiu.



A A N ERFRALL R 7 3% 4 — > Al
probably like me, wearing just a short-sleeved shirt.

469

Danshi xiashén tébié gigunangnang de, tébié yongzhong
(EE T SR SO B S, R I

But the lower body looks bulging and bloated."

470

jiushi yinwei tamen you lin niao de maobing, jiushi niao shijin.

e RO TE IR IER, BEIRREE.

This was because they had the problem of leaking urine, also known as urinary
incontinence.

471
Na shibushi zhéxié shdushu bingbu hén chénggong de taijian
TR LT ARIFAR B R

So, did these eunuchs with unsuccessful surgeries

472
hén nan tdo huangdi hudzhé shi feizi men de xihuan?
IR AT S O R AT B ?

find it hard to win the favor of the emperor or the concubines?

473
Yinwéi tamen jingchang méiydu banfa kongzhi ziji de niao dehua,
BRI AT 22 1 B MBI B 2B R B3,

If they couldn't control their urine,

474

shénshang kénding dudshado hui yduyidian niao de wéidao ba
5 EHEZ DA — mURIRIEE

they would inevitably smell like urine, right?

475

Dui, gishi tamen bu taoxi.
Xf, HSAIA .
Yes, they were not favored.

476
Rugud tamen gé bu ganjing hui zai zhang dehua,
DRI RIS T2 PR A

(But) if the cut wasn't clean and (part of the flesh) grew back,



477

zai Qingchao zhége shi géng bunéng rongrén de.
FETH AR AN AR A Z

it wouldn't be tolerated in the Qing Dynasty.

478

Qingchao jiu ydu yT xiang guiding,
TP —HRLE

There was a regulation

479

jiu hui dui taijian méigé san nian jinxing yT ci jiancha,
FLEN R AR R = A AT — IR A

that required eunuchs to be inspected every three years,

480
jiu chéngweéi xiao xia.
AR/ ME

which was called a "minor review."

481
Rugud ni you shénme wenti, kénéng jiu yao zai gé yici.
WMRAREH AR, A RE S — IR

If there were any issues, they might have to be cut again.

482

Ranhou wu nian ne, jiu hui zai cha yici
RIETLAEE, M FAE—IR

And every five years, there would be another inspection,

483
jiltgéng yanmi de jiancha, jiao daxia.
HUE A, I RE.

a more rigorous one, called a "major review."

484

Weéishénme tamen hui ydu zhéyang de y1 gé guiju ne?
N A T2 XA — A e ?

Why did they have such a rule?

485
Jitshi rugudshuo tonggud daozi jiang ba zhége shdushu zud quanhu le,
SR NI OEN ) I SRR A F AR T

If the castration surgeon did a good job,



486

jiu gé diao le zhihou yinggai yé buhui you shénme weénti le ba?
SR 1 ) BOZ AN A A ) T e ?

there shouldn't be any problems, right?

487
Ta yé bukénéng zhang chdlai le ya
EWARRER K 1

(The penis) couldn't possibly grow back!

488
Shi zai Qingchao de shihou, jiu zhé yé shi yéshi jizai,
FEAETE ARG, X dR B SR idE,

During the Qing Dynasty, there was a story recorded

489
liuchuan yéu zhéme y1 gé gushi.
A XA — i

in the unofficial historical documents.

490

Cixi nahuir béi xtpéi géi le Xianfeng huangdi zhthou ne,
A2 )LV SS T R B 2 5 e,

After Cixi married Emperor Xianfeng,

491

ta shoudao le chong'ai, ranhou ta jiu kaishi péiyang ziji de ginxin.
a2 F) 7%, AREMHUTERE T E CHIRE.

she was favored and began to cultivate her own confidants.

492
Zhége shihou ne jit ybdu y1 gé jiao Méi Chin de xido taijian le,
XA A — AN IR N R T

At that time, there was a eunuch named Mei Chun

493

ta zhangde ba shaowei ydudian zisé, ranhou Cixi hai ting xihuan ta.
M AKAF MR GICE R 0, SR 2 I HE 3 X Al

who was good-looking, and Cixi liked him a lot.

494
Ta jiu néng jingchang de charu Cixi de qin gong,
fbstRe S Wt N BT,



He was able to enter and leave Cixi's bedroom freely,

495
béihou jiu ydurén shud Cixi de xianhua le.
A N 2R RS T .

which caused gossip about them.

496
Jit shuo ta kénéng gén ta yduran,
St U A T e ERA A G,

It was said that she was probably having an affair with Mei Chun,

497
shud ta shi méiyou yan ganjing de taijian.
VR B T R

and that he was not completely castrated.

498
Ranhou ne houmian ne,
SN JE Ve J5 TH Ve ,

Later,

499
zhége xianhua yué chuan yué dud, yué chuan yué dud
ARG BL B, Bk

the rumors spread more and more widely.

500
Dao le Téngzhi nianjian, jiushi Xianféng huangdi jiabéng le,
B 7 FENREER], HUERCGERW B T

When Xianfeng died, Tongzhi (Cixi's son) became the emperor.

501
Tongzhi di ne ta jiu jieshou bulidao
[T et 2 A 7

He could not tolerate

502
hougong you zhézhdng liuyanféiyd de chuanbg,
JA B IXA E AR,

the spread of such gossip in the harem,

503
ta jiu xialing sha le zhége xiao taijian.



sk ™A T IEA N KM
so he ordered the execution of this eunuch.

504

Zhége xido taijian béi sha zhihou ne,
EAPNKIEH AR Z 5V,

After the eunuch was Kkilled,

505
jiu ba ta tuodao le néiwufu yanshr,
AR T SRR,

he was taken to the Ministry of Internal Affairs for an autopsy,

506

jiégud faxian ta qishi shi bei yangé hén hao de xido taijian.
&5 S T A HE SR A5 ] TR /N R

and it was found that he was actually fully castrated.

507
Danshi you zhé zhdng lidyan féiyl de chuanbo ya,
B2 XMI = B8 AL,

But because there were such rumors spreading,

508
Qingchao kaishi jiu shuo le yao ydu xidoxid gén daxid.
PR | EZE /MEER K&

Qing Dynasty started the process of "minor and major reviews".

509
Zai gudai yiligo jishu bushi hén fada ma,
FEAARBETT SRR AR R I

In ancient times, medicine was not very advanced.

510
xiang ni shuo de shdéushutai dou zhishi yikuai mén ban,
BARVEH) TR H# L — BT,

As you said, the operating table was nothing more than a door panel,

511

y& méiydu shénme hén hao de xiaoyanyao déngdéng de yixié chuli fangshi.
WA AR LT BT 2 2555 5 1) — L b 3 7 5K

and there were no effective anti-inflammatory drugs or other treatments.

512



Name yangé hou siwang de gailli gao bu gao ne?
B2 W B 58T R A 1 e 2

So, what was the likelihood of dying from the castration?

513
Qishi hao de jingshén sht ne, ta de jishu bijiao gaochao,
FLSF 5 S e, A BOR EL B

In fact, if the castration surgeon was highly skilled,

514
siwangll jit xiangdui di yidian.
HET ARSI — 5

the mortality rate was relatively low.

515

Danshi ne zai Mingdai Tianshun nianjian

(B AE AR AT (8]

But during the Tianshun period of the Ming Dynasty,

516

taijian Ruanrang yduyici yangé le miaozu de értong, yT1 gian wi bai dud rén,
KEHALE — K EE 7k LE, —Thia2A,

a eunuch named Ruan Rang (ordered) the castration of over 1,500 children from the
Miao minority group,

517
zhunbéi jiu sdbnggéi chaoting dang taijian ma.
HEA AL AR R EE 24 R -

preparing to present them to the court.

518
Danshi nage shihou tamen de chénghuélfj hén dr,
BB B AT T1 BT AR,

But at that time, their survival rate was very low.

519
youtdng téngsi hudzhé ganran ér siwang de ne
41 B AL B AL AL T e

The number of young children who died from pain or infection

520

jingran gaoda le san bai érshi jit rén.
FAREIE T =H T LA

was as high as 329.



521
Jiu siwangli jigjin le baifénzht érshi.
IR e <73 Tl (NE 1) iy o

The mortality rate was close to 20 percent.

522
Sudyi ne jiu nage shihou, gishi zai gudai dabufen de yangé shdushu
T AW AN e, e SEAE v AR 73 O e 31 2R

So most castration surgeries in ancient times

523

fengxian shi féichang féichang gao de.
JRUBSE A AR A e o

carried a very high risk.

524
Erqi& haiydu gianmian bushi jidng yduxié jiating, ta tai qiong le,
1M HIEA AT AR A 5, fhR55 T,

Also, as we discussed earlier, some families that were very poor

525
ta shi fu bu gi zhége shdushu féi,
f AT A EIX A TR,

couldn't afford the surgical fees.

526

kénéng hui you ziji qinshéng de fuqin zhi dao lai yangé, shibushi?
REZ H E SRAERISORHTIREE], &R

The fathers of the boys might perform the castration themselves, right?

527
Zhége you lizi ma? Jiushi you zhidao de rén ma?
KAHEI T2 A RE A ?

Do you have an example? Do you know anyone?

528
Zuihou de taijian, jiao Sin Yaoting
IR IR I, Y PV 2

Sun Yaoting, the last (surviving) eunuch

529
ta jiushi béi ziji fugin géi yangé de
b it B I AR



was castrated by his own father.

530
Ta zai chuang shang zhéngzhéng tang le san gé yué cai huan gudlai,
A AEPR F A T = H A g ok,

He had to lie in bed for three months

531
cai néng xiadi gichuang.
A FHERIR .

before he could get up and move around.

532
Tian na! Hao canrén a
T G A 2]

My God! That was so cruel!

533

Name gé xialai de shéngzhiqi, tamen hui z&énme chuli ne?
EAFN TR AT, A1 ?

What would they do with the severed genitals?

534

Shi zhijié rengdiao ma haishi zénmeyang?
e ELAE A AR

Did they throw them away or what?

535

Bu bu, zhéxié shéngzhiqi ba, zai Qingchao de shihou
AN, IXECAFE AR, LEI A

No. During the Qing Dynasty, these genitals

536
tamen béi chengwéi jiao baobeéi.
AT TR Ay 5 DL

were called "treasures".

537

Jiushi zhéxié taijian men dui zhége baobeéi ne
SIS IX LR AT TR X AN 5 DL

The eunuchs attached great importance

538
shi féichang féichang féichang zhongshi de



e AR AR B
to their "treasures".

539
Tamen hui xidangfangshéfa de ba ta baocun hao.
AT T2 A8 5 PR A R A LT

They would do everything they could to preserve them.

540

Shouxian ne tamen hui xian jiang tamen zhuang zai shihut fén hé [i,
ER AR NEST R A (RESTVEP/ v

First, they would put them in a box of lime powder

541

rang zhéxié shihut fén xishou xuéyé hé shuifen,
1EIX B A WS AN K 55

to absorb the blood and moisture,

542

ji rang ta bijiao ganzao yidian.
L B — R

making them drier.

543
Jiézhe ne tamen hui yong shi bu géi ta ca ganjing
BV 1 iR G E T

Next, they would clean them with a damp cloth

544
ranhou zai jinpao dao xiangyou zhizhong.
RIE PR E .

and then soak them in sesame oil.

545

Déng you shéntou le zhége shéngzhiqi zhthou,
HMBE T XSG,

After the oil penetrated the genitals,

546
tamen zai zhuang dao xido mu hé i miféng baocun.
AATT 2R BN o L S ORAT

they would then place them in a small wooden box and seal it.

547



Déngdao yT gé huangdao jiri, tamen jiu hui ba zhéxié shéngzhiqi
R —ABEH H, AT SR S A A
They would wait until an auspicious day to hang these small boxes

548
zhége xiao hézi gua zai tamen zijia de citdng shangmian,
AN G TAEAEAATTE A4 5 LT

in their family's ancestral hall,

549
jiu you yizhdng yuyi jiao gaoshéng ma
HUA — i Eg = v TR

which carries a symbolic meaning of rising to a higher status.

550
Dangran ne yé ydu nazhdng cuxin de taijian, ta wang le yao ta de shéngzhiqi.
2 IRUE A AL ORI, A T AR A T s

Of course, there were also careless eunuchs who forgot to get their genitals.

551
Zhé shihou ne yduxié daozi jiang hui ba ni de shéngzhiqgi shou qilai,
XN R AT L8 T] I AR 10 AR B s ik

In those cases, the castration surgeons would keep them

552
yinwéi wanyT ni zhége taijian féihuangténgda le
BT —IRX AR KBS T

because if the eunuchs happened to become successful

553
ni xiangyao ni ziji de shéngzhiqi de shihou,
PRABEAR B O AR5 & H I fi

and wanted his genitals back,

554

na ni jiu déi hua da jiagian mai guolai le.
TARBAFAE R SRR T

they would have to pay a high price to get them.

555

Rugud birushud ni zhége daozi jiang yé méi cun,

AN R AN AR X AN T 1 I AT

If, for example, the castration surgeon also did not keep them,



556
ni y& méi baoliu hao, ni did le z&énmeban ne?
IR ERLF, IRZE T BEATME?

or the eunuchs didn't preserve them well or lost them, then what?

557
Did le dehua, ni hui zud y1 gé jiade,
T T, AR t— MR,

Well, they could make fake penises

558
yong tao hudzhé ci zud y1 gé jiade yinjing yangju.
P P B e — MBI B = B AL

with pottery or porcelain.

559

Zai ni si de shihou ké&néng jiu yong jiade géi ni péizang.
FEARHEHI i AT B F B 25 TR 38

When they died, the fake ones would be buried with them.

560

Huozhé ne ni hai kéyi za

B MR RIE AT AR

Also, they could rent penises

561
jit birashud qita xido taijian, aiyou na shizai shi ydong wu chatéu zht ri le,
AL HoAth /N R, MO IR SEAE R K oSk H T

from eunuchs that felt they could never be successful.

562
ni k&yi ba ni de shéngzhiqgi zt géi naxié xuayao de rén.
YRR DAAEAR I AR B ds AL 2 IS L 7R 2N

They might also rent theirs to someone else in need.

563
Taijian sihou ne, ta de jiarén men jiu hui jiang taijian de shiti
RMEEBESEWE, Al S ANATTAIE 2 A e ) P A

After the eunuchs died, their family members would bury their bodies

564
hé ta de shéngzhiqi yitbng maizang
At PR A e A — [ P 2

along with their genitals,



565

hao rang zhéxié taijian men ne youlian miandui zhéxié lié zu lié zong men.
B A B I ATTWE A o X 1 L6 A1 AH 51 5341

so that they would have the dignity to face their ancestors in the afterlife.

566

Haiyou yT gé wenti wd xiang hén dud rén dou hui haoqi de,
A — A ) R ARIR 2 NER U 23110

Another question that many people might be curious about is

567
na jiushi taijian yangé hou shi wanquan sangsht xingyu de ma?
TR A A M e ) A2 e e R I R e ?

whether eunuchs completely lost their sexual desire after castration.

568
Qishi bing bushi, taijian ni de xiabanshén béi yange le, dui ba?
HSEIA L, KUSIRI R S e 7, ot

Actually, they did not. A eunuch's genital area was cut out, right?

569

Danshi ni haishi yT gé nande, ni de xingxian hai zai,
ESRARIER— DI, IREVEIRIEAE,

But he was still a man, and his (accessory) sex glands were still there.

Note: Accessory sex glands include the ampullae, seminal vesicles, prostate, and
bulbourethral glands.

570
ni de xingjisu hai zai fénmi,
PRI VE SR IR AE 7

Sex hormones were still being secreted (by the accessory glands),

571
sudyi ne ni shi you zhézhdng xingchongdong de.
It CAW A Je A I A b Bl ) o

so they still had some sexual desires.

572

Erqi& hai cong xinli de jidodu,

i ELIE M ER AR AR S

In addition, from a psychological perspective,

573



jiushi gongting zhizhong, huangdi gén houféi zhijian de xingshi
HoE BTz, RawiEiEZ mrEE
within the royal court, the emperor and his concubines' sexual matters

574
jiushi tamen zaihang fang zhiléi de, dou bushi tébié bihui taijian de.
HOEMATIEAT B3 2 2RI, ARAN R ol 8 R AT o

were not particularly concealed from the eunuchs.

575
Sudyi ne zhéxié yé hui dui taijian ydu y1 gé cijt,
FIT LAWE 3X 26t 2568 R AT — S U3

Therefore, these situations could also stimulate the eunuchs,

576
cong'ér youfa ta you zhézhdng yuwang.
M5 A IR

and bring out their their (sexual) desires.

577
Xiang nage wdémen gangcai shudo de Sdn Yaoting,
IR FRATHIA T8 PR B 5

Like Sun Yaoting who we mentioned earlier,

578

dang taijian zhthou, ta gishi yé shi you xingyu de.
YRR G, AL A AR .

even after becoming a eunuch, he still had a sex drive.

579

Ta jiu xiédao, ta shud zaozai ta zai Béilei fu shang dang taijian de shihou,

Mt EIE, i FAEARAE DU b 2 R A s Ak

He wrote that as early as when he was a eunuch in the Beile Mansion (Puyi's father's
home),

580
jiu toukan guo yi chiingdng tu,
FimE i —IRFEE A,

he had secretly viewed a set of erotic paintings,

581
jiu xiang wémen xianzai de xiao huang hua.
SR IATTILAE /NP I

similar to what we now call pornographic adult books.



582
Ranhou kan le yihou ne, ta jiu féichang de xingfén, chéyé nan mian ya
RIEE T LAEE, st sy, AIBOERRF

After viewing them, he became very excited and couldn't sleep that night.

583

Danshi wo juéde hén kébéi de jiushi,
BRI GEAFR AT AR A

But | feel it's very sad that

584

sutran ta ydu zhége yuwang, danshi ta méiydu zhége néngli.
BB XMCE, (HRAEE XA

although he had the desire, he couldn't do anything about it.

585

Suiran ta méiyou zhége néngli, dan ta yé hui shifang.

BEOMb A XANGE ST, (B RBET

Although he didn't have the ability, he could still satisfy (his desire)

586

Shifang de duixiang ne, dagai jiushi birashuo jiefang de geé ji,

PRI BR0E,  KMERIE bE i 45 55 i Ak g

by going to "a green building" and spending time

Note: In ancient times, a "#&&" (gé ji) referred to a female entertainer who typically
performed singing and dancing at social gatherings or in establishments like brothels.
The term can be translated into English as "singing courtesan" or "singing prostitute”.

587

tamen hui guang gingléu.
A= H

with a singing prostitute.

588

Jiushi jiyuan, shi ba?
HE ke, Zn?

You mean brothels, right?

589

Dui, hui guang yixié jiyuan
XF, SUE—Ee g

Yes, they would visit brothels.



590
Jiushi gudai ydou zhémeyang yT gé yanyd,
M AR AFE—MEE,

There's a saying from ancient time:

591

jiao taijian guang qingléu méi dido yong.

ML O Mo A 75 M 5 i FH

A eunuch visiting a brothel is useless.

Note: This proverb implies that someone is in a situation where they desire something
but are unable to act on it due to some inherent limitation.

592
Shi, wd haoxiang ydu kandao guo zhége shudfa
e, WIFBAE BT XA

Yes, | think I've seen this saying.

593
Jitushi yduxiérén hui shuo, aiya wo hao léi ya,
WRH L AN 2ul, IR R,

Some people might say: "l am so tired

594
ranhou ydu yizhdng taijian guang qingléu de wuligan.
SRIEAE — PR AT R T 1R

and | feel powerless as if | am a eunuch visiting a brothel."

595

Jit hui yong téijién guang qingléu
i K LT

We use this saying

596
qu miaoshu ni dangxia de yizhdng hén wuli de xinging.
FAIRIR 2 T — AR TS 0

to describe a feeling of powerlessness.

597

Danshi anlishud, zhége taijian suiran shuo ta you zhége yuwang,
B2 3B, XA R AR U XA,

But logically speaking, although the eunuchs had the desire,

598
danshi ta yijing wanquan shiqu le shéngyunéngli ma,



ERAhCE K% T T B,
they had already lost their fertility (and the ability to have intercourse), right?

599

ta guang gingléu daodi tu de shi shénme?
b RETT HE B B e A4 2

What did they want by visiting a brothel?

600

Ta yé zuo bulido shénme yal
A T AT A5

They couldn't really do anything!

601

Qishi shouxian ne taijian ne guang gingléu
HL S S e A M e A

Well, actually they did it

602
ta shi wéile géi putongrén kan, géi dazhong kan.
fife N T4 EBANE, GRAE .

to show the common people

603
Jiushishud nimen putongrén gan de shiging, wo taijian yé néng gan.
vl (R Bl NG U N (P N R A

that they could also do whatever the ordinary people could.

604

Haiyou ne qishi taijian ba ta zhaogu zhuzi de shihou
A Wi H: SO M I At Y8 Ja = - (1) )ik

In addition, when eunuchs served their masters,

605
néixin jiu yayi hén jia,
LA S AR A

their feelings were being suppressed

606

ta guang ginglou ne jiushi wéile shifang ziji,

T REFFHENE L v 1R E

So visiting a brothel was actually a way for them to decompress,

607



jilt manzu ta yao nuédai biéren de zhézhdng yuwang.
ST A At RE AR ol N XA AR

or to satisfy their desire to abuse others.

608
Sudyi ne qgishi hén dud de shihou ba,
it DA e SEAR 22 1 i i,

Therefore, many times,

609
taijian guang qingléu le yihou, zhéxié qingléu niizi dou hén nanshoéu
RIEEFE T UG, REFELTHIRMERZ

after eunuchs visited a brothel, the women there would feel uncomfortable

610

buguang shi shénti de nanshou, xinli yé hén nanshou.
Aere GRS, OHEMIRAESZ .

both physically and mentally.

611
Erqi& k&néng xiang ni shud de,
1M H AT BE AR Ui Y

Perhaps as you said,

612
ta jingchang de méitian de dou zai cihou zhuzi,
At 228 5 by A R R AE AR A

since they were serving their masters every day,

613
kénéng yao aida, yao aima yao dishéng xia qi, shénzhi béi kanbugqi.
A REERTT, BRBBELHE TR, EERPEANIE.

possibly enduring beatings, scoldings, and even being looked down upon,

614
Danshi ta rugud huagian qu qingléu dehua,
H R A an RAE B B BRI,

when they spent money in the brothel,

615
ta kéyi dang daye le, jiushi yizhdng dang laoban de ganjué le, shi ba?
MRTRA KA T, AR — Rl 2 R 1, 2 ?

they could be a master and feel like a boss, right?



616
Dui, shide
XF, A2

Yes.

617

Qishi jiushi yinwéi tamen de xinli hén bu jiankang

FCSml 2 PR g A AT T AR O BRAR A B

In fact, it was also because they were mentally unhealthy.

618

Kénding de, shi ni ni néng jiankang ma? Dou ba ni géi yan le
HIER), RARREefERE? AR M T

Sure! If it was you who was castrated, would you be healthy?

619
Dui, sudyi qishi nahuir de taijian hén dud rén dou huanydu yiyuzhéng de.
XF, BT ARSI 2 ) LI R AR 22 N B B8 AR E Y o

Right. So, many eunuchs at that time suffered from depression.

620
Zai Qianléng shiqr, you y1 gé xing Shi de xido taijian
FEFCRERT ], A — A K

During the Qianlong period, there was a young eunuch named Shi

621
ta jiu huanyou yiyuzhéng le.
A A HIARAE 1.

and he suffered from depression.

622

Weishénme ne?
ot amg?
Why?

623
Yinwéi ta zai géi huangdi ndong cha de shihou,
PR il AR 25 5777 57 A4 A A

Because (once) when he was serving tea to the emperor,

624
ta bu xidoxin ba chabéi nong xiang le
AN CAEZRAR TR T

he accidentally made some noise with the teacup.



625

jiégud ne ta bei zdngguan taijian géi faxian le.
g Pl BB RIS RILT -

His chief eunuch found out about this

626
Xing Shi de xido taijian ne, xia si le ya
B RN RIS, TRAE T F

and Shi was terrified.

627

Ta jiu zidong qgingci shud ai, ni chéngfa wo ba,
sl B SE TR, IR,

He voluntarily asked to be punished, saying:

628
fa wd qu biéde difang gongzud ba,
T2 I U7 TAEE,

"Please punish me by assigning me to work elsewhere,

629
w0 bu gan zai huangdi shénbian gongzuo le.
WABAE R HILTAET .

| dare not work beside the emperor anymore."

630

Zdngguan taijian shuo, na ni jiu qu biéde difang sao yuanzi ba.
SVE R, AR I 43T

The chief eunuch said: "Okay, go sweep the courtyard".

631
Ranhou zdngguan taijian jiu rang ta sao yuanzi de shihou,
SR B R M gt LE A e R i,

When the chief eunuch assigned him to sweep the courtyard,

632

jiu fénfu guo ta, jiu shud haohao gan ba
SOV At, AU A AT e

he instructed Shi: "Be good!"

633
Danshi zhége xido taijian jiu juéde zhége zdngguan taijian yao zéda ta.
(EPRSE SN AF: Rt S SR W SN = PN AR S E K (L



However, the young eunuch felt that the chief eunuch was going to beat him (at
anytime).

634
Bénlai jiu you xinli fudan le, zhéxia xinli fudan géng zhong le.
ARFACLHEFAM T, K FOHAMEERET,

He already felt stressed, but now he felt even more stressed.

635

Sudyi ta zai sdo yuanzi de shihou, ta yizhi huaiyi biéren zai jianshi ta

BT DMABAE AT B8 5~ BRI, A — ELMRSBE I N AE A0 A

When he was sweeping the courtyard, he was constantly suspecting someone was
watching him.

636

ta jiu yizhi zai wén nage zéngguan taijian,
At 5 — ELAE ) AN VB R

So he kept asking the chief eunuch,

637

jiushishud nin shibushi yao zéda wo ya?
SR WIS AN SR BT AT R ?

"Are you going to beat me?"

638

Na zdngguan taijian jiu béi wen fan le zhlyao shi

RSB R W B 4t T 2R

The chief eunuch got annoyed because of the constant questioning

639
ta jiu shuo le, ni yao zai wén wo, ni yao zai zhéyang,
gt 1, UREFR, REFIZE,

and said, "If you ask me one more time,

640
wO ké zhén yao da ni le.
AT HEATIR T .

| really am going to beat you!"

641

Wanle! Zhe yijuhua ya, zhége taijian jiu shoubulido le
SET L XA, XA KRR T T

That was it! Shi couldn't take it anymore.



642

Zhége xing Shi de xido taijian ne dangtian yéli shangdiao zisha le.
KA A RN RIS RBCE EM AR T .

That night, Shi hung himself.

643

W6 juéde ta ydudian béi hai... | Dui, Ta béi pohai wangxiangzhéng

WSt S| o, Abn FEEARE

I think he had a bit of a victim... | Yes, he suffered from persecution mania.

Note: Persecution mania means that you're convinced that someone is mistreating,
conspiring against, or planning to harm you or your loved ones.

644
érqié ta chang chid huanggong zhinéi ba, ta kan de zhézhdng shi tai dud le
117 HARE b 55 2 NI, BRI R RE T

Also, since he was living in the palace, he saw too many cases

645
jil biéde taijian béi dasi, biéde taijian béi da
HU IR TAE, AR R ET

where eunuchs were beaten, sometimes to the point of death.

646
kandao tai dud le, ta jiu haipa le
BRRZ T, MutEN T

So he got scared.

647

Bu zhidao dianshiju Ii yan de shibushi zhtinqué de,
ANGHIE FE AR B VAR e A AR,

| don't know if the TV dramas are accurate,

648

jiu jingchang kandao taijian men béi féizi men hudzhé shi huangdi fa

A H R B IAIIC T s 2 21 1

but | often see eunuchs being punished by concubines or the emperor (in these
dramas).

649
Jiashé ta you yT jian shiging méi zud hao, shia téufa méi shd hao,
AR — (T SAE AL, Fk R B

If they did something wrong, for example, didn't comb (their master's) hair properly,

650



haishi duan cha di shui chi le shénme chacuo
A AR K 1A A ZE R
or something went wrong when serving tea,

651
kénéng jiu yao fa érshi da banzi.
AR B KR T .

they might be beaten with a cane 20 times as punishment.

652

Ganjué suishi dou you shengming weéixian. | Dui
R BER A A ek . | Xt

It felt like at any moment, they could die. | Right.

653
Zhéxie taijian béi yangé hou song jingdng, dang le xido taijian
LR AR B IR s, 2 /KR

After being castrated and sent into the palace to become eunuchs,

654

tamen dou gan xié shénme ne?
AT LA A ?

what did they do (exactly)?

655
Shouxian, cihou lao taijian
PR G Ew N

First, they served the senior eunuchs.

656

Bushi huangdi a? | Dui
A AW | X

Not the emperor? | Right.

657

Tamen yao xian cong lao taijian nali xuéxi zhéxié
AbAT T S A R B TR L 2 53X

They had to learn from the senior eunuchs

658
huanggong néi de yixié yaoqiu a, guiju shénmede.
SE RS ESRIN, B AR

about requirements and rules within the palace.



659
Dai dao tamen dou péiyang hao le yihou
R B I # S 74 T LA S

Only after they were well-trained

660
cai néng you jihui fushi huangdi hé ta de féizi men.
A G Ml MRk Fr S Ad R IC 7417

could they have the opportunity to serve the emperor and his concubines.

661

Taijian ne gishi ta hai hui canyu dao

K M Pg H St 2 2 5 |

Actually, some eunuchs would even participate

662
gugjia de zhéngzhi juécé dangzhong de,
FEl K B BUR TR 24 Y,

in the country's political decision-making,

663

shénzhi ta kénéng hui zhangwo yixié zhéngzhi de quanli.
2 Ah ] RE S IR — LBUR L .

and might even hold political power.

664

Jiu birushud Mingxizdong de shidq,

S EE 2 B 2 S R 40,

For example, during the era of Tianqi Emperor (1620 to 1627),

665
you y1 gé da taijian jiaozud Wéi Zhongxian.
A AR e R A8 e

there was an important eunuch named Wei Zhongxian

666
Ta zhangwo le daliang de quanli,
b B4 7 ORE IR,

who held a great deal of power

667
shénzhi chéngwéi le chaoting de shiji de kongzhi zhé.
TR T I SEFR A

and even became the actual controller of the court.



668
Zhége wd you kan guo xiangguan de jilupian,
AN RAEFEL KL,

| have seen a documentary about this.

669

jiu shud zhége Weéi Zhongxian,
FLVLX AL,

It said that Wei's

670
haoxiang ta gén biéren de yangé daolu shi buylyang de.
BFAG A R ) N F P 0 B A —FE

path to castration was different from others.

671

Ta bushi yinwéi jiali giong,
AN B 5 55,

It wasn't because his family was poor.

672

érshi yinwéi dangshi ta yijing chéngnian zhthou jiu hén xihuan diboé ma,
1T R A 24 I Ath L2481 2 i A AR 2 W TR iR

At that time, he was very fond of gambling

673

ranhou jiu gian le yT pigu de zhai, na jiu you hén dud zhaizhu zhut zhe t3,
INEIR T — ek, AR 2 LB &,

and as a result, owed a lot of debts. His creditors went after him.

674

jiushi zhutisha ta, ké&yi shud
HEIE R, AT

You can say that his life was at stake.

675
Houmian jiu ydu yT ge taijian jiu géi ta zhi le y1 tido ming lu,
JETH A — RIS At E T — %W,

Later, a eunuch suggested a better path for him.

676
jiu shuo ni yao xiang baitud zhége yé kéyi,
SLUCVREARFR I XA AT B,



He said to Wei: "If you want to escape from this trouble,

677
ni jiti jingdng dang taijian bu jit hao le ma?
PR E 2K AN 1052

why not become a eunuch?"

678

Na Weéi Zhongxian jiu xiang le,
BB GEMAR T,

But Wei thought,

679
na dang taijian wd bu jiu duanzijuésin le ma?
P = N R 2 7 L e

if he became a eunuch, he would be left without any offspring

680
W& de rénshéng bu jiu bu wanzhéng le ma?
A NAEA A B 11 2

and that his life would be incomplete.

681
Ranhou taijian jiu shud, na ni xianzai zhéngtian béi rén zhut zhe,
SRIGARI L, IBRILERE R NIEE,

But the eunuch said: "Well, you're being chased around all the time.

682
ni de rénshéng jiu haoguo le ma?
PRGN Uiy 2

Do you call this a good life?"

683

Ta xinxiang yé shi,

f A,

Wei thought that his words made sense

684
sudyi ne ta jiu ba ziji géi yan le, jiu jingdbng dang taijian le.
PrUA b st B Cga i 1, st e 2ok

and decided to castrate himself and become a eunuch.

685
Ta yé shi xia le hdo da de juéxin. | Dui a



BN TP R | XS

It must've been a tough decision. | Of course!

686

W4 zai dianshiju [imian yé jingchang hui kandao zhége taijian,
FRAE LRI BT 28 2 B AN R,

| often see in TV dramas that although eunuchs

687
ta suiran shudo méiydu shéngyunéngli ne,
fib EAR VLB AL F B I,

were infertile,

688

danshi ta y& hui zhdo y1 gé gongnli
HRME S~

they would find a maid

689
jiu gén ta xingchéng zhézhdng léisi yu hinyin de guanxi,
GV LY AR SRS Ve i P S

and form a relationship similar to a marriage.

690

zai gudai haoxiang jiao dui shi, shi ba?

AL BT, 2 ?

In ancient times it was called “dui shi”, right?

Note: "X§&" (duishi), can be translated as "sharing meals" or "dining together".
Initially, it referred to homosexual relationships among women in the palace.

Later, the term was commonly used to refer to relationships between eunuchs and
maids.

691

Zhége xianxiang yinggai yé ting pubian de, zhége shi zhénshi de ma?
XA G AZ W), XA E S ?

This was probably common. Did this truly happen?

692

Dui, zhége shi zhénshi de.
XF, IR R LS

Yes, this was true.

693
Zhége zai Mingchao de shihou shi béi chéngrén de



TXANE WIS B S AR A

This was actually recognized during the Ming Dynasty,

694
Chucizhiwai, ta yizhi dou shi béi chaoting sud bu chéngrén de,
BRIEZ A, B — HAEPEE T A AR,

and besides Ming, it was not encouraged by other dynasties.

695
yizhi dou shi dixia guanxi.
—HAEH TR R,

It had always been hidden relationships.

696
Rugud béi faxian k&néng hui chu yi sixing.
AN R I AT e 2 Ak LABETH .

If discovered, the people involved might get death penalties.

697
Nage Zhénhuan Zhuan ni dou kan le ba?
TR GR AL AR R 1 ?

Have you seen the TV series "The Legend of Zhen Huan"?

698

Zhége bujin zai guéneéi hén shouhuanying,
XASAAE B AR 32X,

It's not only very popular in China,

699
zai guowai yé téngyang ruci.
A2 ] S0 [RI AR

but also overseas.

700

Jit ybu hén dud pindao jiu ba zhége Zhénhuan Zhuan de dianshiju
LA R 22 5500 A AN BR R A% 1 AR

Many channels have translated this TV series

701

fanyi chéng le Yingwén ya haiydu qita de yuyan.
FHIPER 7 o0 i A HAR S 5

into English and other languages.

702



Ranhou limian jiu ydu y1 gé juqing,
R JE I HeA — MR
There is an episode

703
jiushi huangdi shénbian de da taijian St Péishéng,
S A B I ROR R 5B

where the emperor's chief eunuch, Su Peisheng,

704
ta gén Zhénhuan shénbian de y1 gé gongnl CuT Jinx,
fih PRER R S I — AN E LY,

formed a 'dui shi' relationship with a palace maid, Cui Jinxi,

705
tamen lidng gé jiu xingchéng le dui shi guanxi.
AT AR T XK R

who was serving Zhen Huan (a concubine).

706
Ranhou houmian jiu béi buhuaihaoyi de huanghou,
R E AN L B 25,

Later, this relationship was discovered by the evil Empress,

707
huanghou shi huairén
BERARA

who was a villain

708
béi huanghou faxian le, ranhou huanghou jiu liydong zhége,
WERFERIT, RE2ERAHIZXA,

and she used this as an excuse

709
jiu ba JinxT gén Su Péishéng dou zhua jin le 1ao limian,
SRR BRIF 55 AT IIEE 1 2 B,

to arrest Jinxi and Su Peisheng.

710
shud tdmen ydu buzhéngdang de guanxi,
YARATA AN IEH R R,

She claimed that they had an improper relationship,



711
yinwéi nage dangshi shi bu béi guli de.
BRI IRAS 2 ) 2 AN Al ) o

which was not encouraged at that time.

712

Shi zhéyang de.
SRR

Yes, that's the way it was.

713
Haoxiang zai qita chaodai Ii, zhiydu Mingchao shi béi chéngrén,
IR AR R, A BRI,

It seems that only the Ming Dynasty recognized such relationships,

714
gitd dou buhui béi chéngreén.
HAtHEA 2 AR

and all the other ones did not.

715

Weishénme ne?
Jt g ?
Why is that?

716
Weéishénme Mingchao béi chéngrén
AT 2 B IR AN

Why was the Ming Dynasty the only one to recognize it

717
ér gitd de chaodai dou méiydu chéngrén zhé yidian ne?
117 A (R AR A AR NI — e ?

while other dynasties did not?

718
Qita chaodai bu chéngren de yuanyin ne
FABFAAA AR e

The reason other dynasties did not recognize it might be

719
kénéng jiushi ydude dui shi guanxi
AR A B R R

that some 'dui shi' relationships



720
hui pohuai tamen huangjia de mingshéng.
ERUENUANECGIEAEP

could damage the royal family's reputation.

721

Jiushi céngjing jit ydu guo huanghou hé gongnli
gL ad 2 EMNE

There was an instance where an empress and a palace maid

722
xingchéng le dui shi guanxi.
TR T SRR

formed a 'dui shi' relationship.

723
Jitshi Hanwddi shiqgr, huanghou a Jiao
AR I, 2R R

During the reign of Emperor Wu of Han,

724
ta nianqing de shihou ne, Hanwudi féichang féichang xihuan ta
AR RIS, DU AR H R Xt

when his empress, named Jiao was young, he liked her a lot.

725
Dan suizhe Chén a jiao de nianlao sé shuai ne,
{FLif 55 R ] 47 P 4 22 £, 5 W

But as Jiao aged and lost her beauty,

726
Hanwudi jiu xthuan shang le gita de rén
PO LB AR b T AR A

the emperor took a liking to others.

727

A Jiao ne jiushi jimo zhizhong ne,
B Wl . o 2 2

Feeling lonely, Jiao

728
ta jil rang qita de gongni chuan zhe nanshéng de yifu

dibl Lk A ) 25 A 5 AR AR



had palace maids dress in men's clothes

729
banyan nanshéng gén ta fashengguanxi.
Pri S A pR R AR R R

to act as men and engage in sexual relationships with her.

730
Zhe jian shiging houlai jid béi Hanwidi zhidao le ma
SRR RO T RIE 1

This matter was eventually discovered by Emperor Wu of Han,

731

jiu ba ta zhége huanghou zhi wei géi ché le,
AR IX N 25 2 AT

and he stripped her of her empress status.

732
sudyi qishi jiushi zhézhdng dui shi guanxi
JIT DAL SE AR I Ao £ 5% &

So, "dui shi' relationships

733

hui stinhuai huangjia de mingshéng ma.
SR 25K 44 R

could tarnish the royal family's reputation.

734
Sudyi jiushi gita chaodai jit bingbu tai chéngrén zhége.
It ULl 2 AR E AR H A KA A IX A .

That was why other dynasties did not allow this.

735

Qishi zai Mingchao kaigué huangdi Zha Yuanzhang,

FSAE I RTT [ 224 R ok,

In fact, the founding emperor of the Ming Dynasty, Zhu Yuanzhang,

736
ta gishi yé shi tdoyan dui shi de.
Al AR I RGBT

also hated "dui shi".

737
Ta céngjing hai xialing guo jit shud fanshi you dui shi de taijian,



il ¥ 2238 R A i il ML A BRI,
He once enacted an order that eunuchs involved in "dui shi"

738
yao baopi zht xing.
BRI Bz 2o

should be skinned.

739
Danshi ne, zaihdu miandt shihou Zha Yuanzhang bushi sile ma
EENE, 7E )5 IR A TCIEANZSE 1 Wk

However, after Zhu Yuanzhang passed away,

740
zai Yonglé nianjian, taijian de diwéi jiu shangshéng le,
FEACREE ], R RALEE BT T,

during the Yongle era, the status of eunuchs rose,

741
taijian yuélaiyué zhongyao le,
R MR R R T

and they became increasingly important,

742
sudyi zhége jinling jiu manman manman de jiu bu gizudyong le.
P AR AN 2E L i AR AR S 18 Ml AR IE T .

so this order gradually became obsolete.

743
Yizhi dao Mingxizong de shihou, Mingxizong ta ydu y1 gé rumu, Ké shi
—HIPWEERN AR, BlESE A AR, B

Later, the Tianqi Emperor of the Ming Dynasty had a wet nurse and her name was Ke.

744
zui kaishi ne ta shi gén y1 gé jiao Weéi Chao de taijian shi dui shi guanxi.
BT AR it 2 PR — AN AU R R 2 X B R R

Ke formed a "dui shi" relationship with a eunuch named Wei Chao.

745

Weéi zhongxian jin le gong yihou,

BBt T E S,

After Wei Zhongxian entered the palace,

Note: Wei Zhongxian was mentioned earlier as the gambler who castrated himself to
escape from creditors.



746

Késhi yigingbiélian xihuan shang le Wéi Zhongxian.
RGN EN E T DY

Ke fell in love with him.

747
Dui, haoxiang nage Késhi gén Wéi Zhongxian shi laoxiang
XF, BN H RIRBLE R 2 2

Yes, it seems that Ke and Wei Zhongxian were from the same hometown.

748
Dui, jiushi you y1 tian Wéi Zhongxian péngjian le Késhi,
XF, BoE A REUE BRI 7 E IR,

One day Wei Zhongxian ran into Ke (in the palace),

749
Késhi renchid Wéi Zhongxian lai le.
FRINHBLE YRR T

and Ke recognized him.

750

Késhi weén shuo ai, ni zénme zai zhér ne?
IR, REATEIX)LYE?

Ke asked, "Why are you here?"

751

Wéi Zhongxian zhé ndozi ling ya,
BB B 1 R

Wei Zhongxian was quick-witted

752
lima jiu shud wo shi wéile zhdo ni cai laidao zheli ya.
S Y T IR A SR B IX L.

and immediately said: "I came here for you.

753
W6 laidao zhéli haojit, wdé méitian dou zai zhao ni,
HRFIX BAF A, A REAEIRR,

I've been looking for you every day since | got here."

754
manman manman de ta jiu ba Késhi géi gandong le.

e 18 18 il HE 2 IR SN 1



Slowly, Ke was moved by him.

755
Késhi jiu aishang ta le, tamen lid you kaishi gao dui shi guanxi.
R BT, AR SOT IR £ 5 R

Ke fell in love with him, and they started a 'dui shi' relationship.

756

Danshi ba qishi Wéi Zhongxian ta shi y1 gé xidosan,

L N H SRR S W 2 — AN =,

But actually, Wei Zhongxian was "the other man" in her life

757
nage shihou Késhi hai gén Wei Chao ydu dui shi guanxi a
TRAN I 25 IRIE ERER 1A XS £ 5k 21

because at that time, Ke was still involved with Wei Chao.

758
tamen san gé rén dou naodao le Mingxizong de yanqian,
A=A NI 21 1 B o= B IR AT

The three of them caused a scene in front of the Tianqi Emperor.

759
Ming xiz0Ong jiu shuo le, zhé lia ni xuan shéi?
WSRO T, Xk ?

The emperor asked (Ke): "Who do you choose between these two?"

760
Zuihou ta xuanzé le Wéi Zhongxian.
CIEY LRUEE N $iiN

In the end, she chose Wei Zhongxian.

761
Houlai Wéi Chao hai béi Wéi Zhongxian géi nongsi le.
JE KRB IE B T4 FRAE T

Later, Wei Chao was even killed by Wei Zhongxian.

762

Mingxizong nage shiqr,

W SR A 3

During the reign of the Tiangi Emperor of the Ming Dynasty,

763
dui shi guanxi dou suanshi béi guanfang chéngren le ma, dui ba?



X IR R ARG J7 AN T, XTI ?

“dui shi” was somewhat recognized by the court, right?

764

Ranhou Mingxizong guoshi zhthou,
NRlERE I )E,

But when the Tianqi Emperor died (at age 21),

765
Mingxizong ybu yT gé huanghou, tébié nianqing
NERA—NEE, FlFER

his empress was still very young.

766
Ta érshi y1 sui de shihou jiu kaishi shdugua le,
i = — G R 857 5 T

She started to live as a widow at the age of twenty-one.

767
nage shihou ydu y1 gé taijian jiaozud Chén Dérun,
AN A AT — A K s L i AR A

At that time, there was a eunuch named Chen Derun.

768

ta ziji juéde ziji shoéuli ydudian xidoguan, zhangde hai bulai,

finE SR H O T RAE RAE, KEIEAE,

He thought since he held a minor official position and wasn't bad-looking,

769
ta jil qu zhao zhége huanghou le, jiu shud zanlia dang dui shi déle.
Mk 24X SR T, AR 20 8 T

he approached the empress and suggested they start a "dui shi" relationship.

770

Danshi zhége Zhang huanghou ne, ta jiushi bijiao gangzhéngbu'e,
ERXA TR E G, At & ELAHITEANRT,

However, Empress Zhang was known for her integrity and uprightness,

771
ta jiu shud wo bu gén ni géo dui shi guanxi
358 U AN ER AR A0 R R

so she rejected him.

772



Jiushi zhége taijian ne,
AR XA KM,
But this eunuch

773

ta jingran zai yéli ying chuang huanghou de qin gong,
b FESRAE R LA 2 R H

was very bold and broke into the empress's bedroom

774
jiégud giang shang weisui.
SE R ERIZ

in an attempt to force her into a relationship, but he didn't succeed.

775
Zuihou zhége taijian béi bian chaqu le.
B JEIXA RIS 25 7

In the end, he was thrown out of the palace.

776
Ta zheyang jiushi wurt yT gé huanghodu ai, ta hai bu béi cisi?
X FE L R — A AR, IS A A ?

He insulted the empress, and he wasn't executed?

777
Yinwéi nage shihou MingXizong yijing qushi le
PO I Bl R C e kit T

Because the Tianqi Emperor (her husband) was already dead,

778
zhége huanghou xiangdang yushi y1 gé... | Jit méiydushénme quanli le
EANRFEMHA TR B aE a7

so the empress was like a... | She didn't have any power.

779
Jixiangwu
AR

(She was like) a figurehead only.

780

Nage qingchao miéwang zhihou, zhéxié taijian zénmeban ne?
IEAEFIRK T2 G, XK B AT ?

So after the fall of the Qing Dynasty (the last dynasty), what happened to the
eunuchs?



781

Tamen dou qu nar le ne?
AATTER 208 )L 1 Wi ?
Where did they go?

782

Zai Ming Qing shihou, jiushi manman de xingchéng le yi gé xido ztuzht

FEWNIB I g, RASEHIE R T — AN

During the Ming and Qing Dynasties, a small organization was gradually formed

783
jiaozud yanglao yihui.
MR 5

called the "Retirement Council".

784

Zhége xiao zUzht ne, jiushi zhiyao ni shi zhéngshi de taijian,
EANHLGNE, s R E AR IEAHTR S,

As long as you were a eunuch,

785

ni dou shi zhége zUzht de chéngyuan
PRER S IXA LA B 52

you were a member.

786
Ni de yanglaosongzhong ne, zhége hui quan bao le.
RIIFRZIELE, ENME2 T,

The council provided support during their old age.

787

Bu jidaogian ma?

AT ?

They didn't need to pay (to join it)?

788

You yibufen ne shi you zhé bang taijian men yao jiao huiféi
AW L X R IATE AL = 3

Some of the funding for the organization came from membership fees paid by the
eunuchs,

789
danshi dabufen de gian ne shi yéu zhéxie da taijian,



(B2 R H 73 R B g A2 H X 6 KK
but most of the money was contributed by senior

790
yduming de taijian tamen chi de.
A AR B AATH

or well-known eunuchs.

791

Tamen hén ydu xianjianzhiming, rénjia hén hui téuzr.
ATRE e W2, ANFARSHE .

They were very forward-thinking and good at investing.

792

Tamen hui zai Béijing de zhoubian téuzi mai di,
AbATT 2 A A S P i 1 15 S M

They purchased land around Beijing

793

W@ K EATE S EHISF.
and build temples managed by the eunuchs themselves.

794

Ranhou taijian men tuixid zhthdu ne, jiu hui qu zhéxié simiao litou qishén,
IRIERIEATIRIRZ 5T, A2 251X B0 =T Je B S A £

After retiring, the eunuchs would live in these temples,

795
chizhu buyong huagian, miao litou gongyang tamen.
WEAEA AR, i LA TRABATT .

where they had food and a roof over their head.

796
Na jiushi déngyu shud mai yanglaobaoxian bei,
RIS 55 T K TR E IR B L,

It was like buying life insurance,

797
jiu xiangdangyu xianzai de.
HUH 2 T IR o

as we do now.

798



Dui, suanshi mai yanglaobaoxian le
xf, FREFRERE T

Yes, like life insurance.

799

Jitl zhidao Qingchao miéwang zhthou ya,
SEBEFR T2 5%,

When the Qing Dynasty fell,

800
Bé&ijing chéng [i jiqi zhoubian jiu you érshi liu chu
AE 5 AR A — Nk

there were over 26 temples around Beijing

801
yéu taijian men zhangguan de simiao.
K A T2 57

that were managed by eunuchs.

802

Xianzai hai zai ma?
PLAEILAENS ?

Are they still around?

803

Zhéxie jiu bushi you taijian zhangguan le,
KA RHREEE T,

(Yes), but not managed by eunuchs.

804

danshi zhéxié simiao ydude hai zai
BRI G A I 7E

Some of the temples are still there.

805
Ting yduyisi de, yihou wd qu Béijing wd dou xiang qu kan yixia
EAEERR, UEREIREEEZE—T

That's interesting. In the future when | go to Beijing, I'd like to visit them.

806
Kéyi, gishi B&ijing simiao tébié dud
AL, HSRAb S Rl 2

You can. There are actually many temples in Beijing.



807

Jiushi zhuanmén bai yinyuan de, ranhou zhuanmén bai shiyé de

SRL TTFRGH, REETIHFELK

Some were dedicated to (the goddess) of marriage and others were dedicated to (the
goddess) of career.

808
Hao, qu baibai shiye
af, ERFFEEL

Alright, | will go and pray for my career.

809
Bai yixia y1 baiwan fénsr lai le!
H—N—ameks!

I will pray once and get a million (subscribers)!

810
Na déi tiantian qu bai
IERREFF

You will have to pray every day!

811

W4 zhu nar tiantian géi zanmen zhége zhanghao bai
AL R REGTANTIXAK S FF

If I live there, | can pray for our channel every day.

812

Hao, xing!
4, AT!
Sounds good!

813
Zan ba zhege taijian zhé q1 boke bai dao y1 baiwan dianjt yé bucud
EAEIX A R I X IR R R — A 0 A AR

It will be nice if we can get 1 million views for this podcast!

814

Hao, na zuihou yT1 gé bufen ne

U, R JE—ANER e

Alright, in the last part (of our podcast),

815
women jiu lai ti yixia lishishang bijiao yduming de taijian,

FATHARSE— T Do B A AR,



let's talk about some of the famous eunuchs that existed in history.

816
jiu xiang woémen gianmian tidao guo de Wéi Zongxian,
SR IATT AT T F 2L A BRE W

Earlier, we mentioned figures like Wei Zhongxian,

817

haiyou Li Lianying, haiydu Zhéng Hé déngdéng.
A ZETE, A N,

Li Lianying, Zheng He, and so on.

818

Shouxian wémen lai shud yixia Li Lianying ba.
AR RATTRU — T A

Let's first talk about Li Lianying.

819

Ta shi zénmeyang cdng yT gé xiao taijian
il B ARE N — AR

How did he rise from a minor eunuch

820
chéngwéi Cixi shénbian de dahongrén de?
IDOSE R eulil P NAWNE

to become a favorite of Cixi?

821

Li Lianying shi ruhé tdohao Cixi de ne?
2R VTR WM i 2 e 2

How did he manage to please Cixi?

822

Cdnggian you yi tian, Li Lianying gén Cixi qu yuan litou fangniao,
MBI —R, IR A 5B Bk,

One day, Li accompanied Cixi to release some birds in the courtyard.

823
ranhou ne Cixi ba niao dou fangféi le yihou,
SRR A IE AR T LA,

After the birds were released,

824
zhé bang nido you dou féi hui I16ngzi litou le.



R AR T HEL T

they flew back into the cage.

825

Li Lianying zhé shihou jiu lixapaima ya,
25 B IX IS 50 R A0 S

Li took this opportunity to flatter her.

826

jit shud dou shi nin yang de tamen hao,
HuHS R IR B,

He said: "That's because you were nice to them,

827
tamen zht én tu bao, shébude likai nin.
TV R, RIS,

so they didn't want to leave you."

828

Ranhou Cixi jiu tébié gaoxing.
IR IE BB A %

Cixi was very pleased.

829
Zhézhdng shiging tébié duo,
R FER 2,

Things like this happened many times

830

manman de Cixi jiu féichang féichang de xihuan Li Lianying le
gt 2l AE AR B S R A e |

and slowly, Cixi developed a strong liking for Li Lianying.

831

Lun shudhua de yishu
WHIEHZAR

Talk about the art of speaking!

832

Dui, dan qishi shi z€nmezhao ne?

xf, (HESREAENR?

Right, but what actually happened was that

833



Zhéxié nido shi gianyttian béi & le yT tian,
XL — R T — K,

these birds had been starved before the release

834

ranhou longzi Ii ne gishi shi you nido shi de, shi Cixi kanbujian.
RIGTE T H LSRG S EM, REBEE AN,

and there was food in the cage, but Cixi couldn't see it.

835
Sudyi zhé bang nido you féi huilai chT dongxi le,
T A 5 3K BRAZZR TG T

That was why these birds flew back,

836

sudyi jiu ydu le zhége gushi.
FrUAtE 11X

and thus the story.

837
Shi béi shéji de, rénjia shéji hao de, hao congming a!
VLT, AT, L HE I

So it was designed! How smart!

838

Erqié& haiydu jiushi zai bagué lianjan qin Hua de shihou,

i1 HIE A R AL )\ E R AR HE I fi,

Also, during the invasion of China by the Eight-Nation Alliance,

839
Cixi dai zhe Guangxudi paochu Béijing chéng le,
g E e AL T

Cixi fled Beijing with Emperor Guangxu

840

ranhou zai fanhui de lushang,
IR JEAEIR Bl b,

and on their way back,

841
tamen zai yT gé xiao zhusud I zhu xia le ma
AATTHE—AS/MERT AT R 1

they stayed in a small residence.



842
Cixi de wizi Ii shoushi de tebié hao.
AN R T BRIR SR AT

Cixi's room was well arranged

843
Li Lianying de wizi yé shoushi de tébié hao
PSR T R S R A 4

and so was Li Lianying's.

844
Weéidu Guangxu zhu de hén hansuan
MEMOGZE TR FEIR

But (Emperor) Guangxu's room was poorly arranged.

845
Weishénme?
Nt
Why?

846

Yinwéi Cixi bu xihuan Guangxu.
KA ZERE A B WOLE .

Because Cixi did not like Guangxu.

847

Erqié sudydu de taijian y& zhidao Cixi bu xihuan Guangxu.
11 EL BT B OK M R0 T8 2848 AN B X026

And all the eunuchs knew about this.

848
Sudyi guyi de bu rang guangxu zhu name hao.
Fr AR BN L e 2 TR A 0T

So they deliberately did not arrange a nice room for Guangxu.

849

Danshi Li Lianying faxian le ya,
ERZEI I T,

However, when Li Lianying found out about this,

850
Li Lianying lima bao zhe Guangxu jiu kaishi k.
ZEEYEL D HE YT IR 5

he immediately held Guangxu and started crying while saying:



851

Nin dou zhéme shouzui, wd hé dé hé néng ya

TEHRIX A 28R, RAFEATHELS

"How can you be suffering like this? Who am | to deserve (living in such a nice
room)?"

852
ranhou jiu ba ta ziji de na wa rang Guangxu zhu le.
RIE At B SRR AT T

So he gave his own room to Guangxu.

853
Zai houlai Guangxu jiu huiyi dao, jiu gén biéren shud
FEJE R R R, RER T

Later, Guangxu recalled this incident and said to others that

854

Yao méiydu Li anda, wd jiu hué bu dao jintian.
BRA TG, PEARS K.

without Li Anda (Li Linying), | wouldn’t be alive today.

855
Anda shi shénme yisi? Xidngdi de zinchéng
ikt A Y LR

What does 'Anda' mean? It was a respectful term for a brother.

856
Sudyi jiu kéyi kan chalai Li Lianying shi dudme de yuanhua
T LA AT LU R I 20 4 L 3 7

So you can see how smooth Li Lianying was.

857
yizhiyu ta quan ji yishi hai néng quanshén'értui
PAZ T AR — B I g 4% S T IR

Even at the height of his power, Li Linying was able to retire unscathed.

858
Ranhou women ganggang yizhi zai ti Wéi Zhongxian ma,
SR FRAT TN — ELAE SRR BT,

(Throughout the podcast) we mentioned Wei Zhongxian many times,

859
weéishénme yao yizhi ti Wéi Zhongxian ne?



N2 E—E SR BE B ?

and why do we keep mentioning him?

860

Jiushi huangdi wdémen dou shi shud wansui yé, dui ba?
Hig B ATH R VT 255, wE?

We called emperors 10,000-year-old man, right?

861
Weéi Zhongxian ne zichéng ziji shi jit gian jit bai sui,
WERRERECRELT LAY,

But Wei Zhongxian claimed that he was a 9,900-year-old man.

862
kéjian ta you dud changkuang.
A A 2385

You can see how arrogant he was!

863
Yiji ta jiusuan zhéme chénghu ziji, y& bing méiydushénme wenti.
AR A X AR H 2, WIFRCA T4 A

Even when he said this, there was no problem.

864
Weéishénme ta zhéme lihai ne?
AT AAIX A T E e ?

Why was he so powerful?

865

Shi yinwéi Wéi Zhongxian nage shigi Mingxizong ba
7 PR O A8 B I I 30T 2 e

Because during that period, Emperor Tianqi

866
zhi buzai dang huangdi,
EAEH 27,

didn't care about being an emperor.

867
ta xihuan dang mujiang, ta ai zud yixié muzhi pin
A BRI, Al 2 A — LAl

He enjoyed being a carpenter and loved making wooden crafts,

868



jiu y1xié chuan ya shénmede moxing, shi ba?
U LONE AT A R, RN ?
such as model ships, you know?

869

W& you kan guo zhége | Dui
WHELRZA | A

I have seen this. | Right.

870

Jit zhége huangdi ta bushi hén xihuan zué mugong ma?
FUXAS 2 7 AR AR WHOR T ?

This emperor liked doing carpentry work, right?

871
Ranhou ta jiu zuod le yixieé moxing.
SRR AR T — AR,

So he made some models.

872
Weéi Zhongxian ne jiu wéile tdohao huangdi,
BBy 1 I A

Wei Zhongxian, in order to please the emperor,

873

ta jiu ba zhége méxing toutou de nadao gong wai qu mai.
Al AR A i b B 3 A2 5.

secretly took these models outside the palace to sell.

874

Mai wan le zhthou ne, ta you lingwai zai ging rén
58 T ZJEWE, X A A

After selling them, he then had others

875
hua géng dud de géng da de jiagian qu ba naxié méxing géi mai huilai.
1658 2 1SR A B IR LB Y &5 SK (Rl ok

buy them back at a much higher price.

876

Mai huilai zhThou ne,
SKmlkZ fEe

After buying them back,



877
ta jiu dao huangdi shénbian le ranhou jiu gén huangdi jiang,
a3 275 514 T IR LR 2 A U

he would go to the emperor and tell him:

878

aiya huangshang, ni zhidao ma?
mF b, AREDGERD ?

"Your Majesty, guess what?

879

Xidode jiu zizud-zhuzhang ba ni zhége mdxing nadao gong wai qu mai le.
ANEY R B AE T R AR R A Y S B AL T

| took the liberty to sell your models outside the palace."

880

Ranhou zhé huangdi jiu wen le, na shi mai le dudoshao gian ne?
SRFGIX BN T, s 7 2 /0Eme?

The emperor then asked: "How much did them sell for?"

881

Wei Zhongxian jiu shud aiya, nin bu zhidao ya
B U, AN ENIE

Wei Zhongxian said: "Well,

882
jiu biéren jia de dongxi jiu zhinéng mai ér liang yinzi,
HUM NS ZR PG AR BESE —PERT,

other people's work only sold for two taels of silver,

883

nin zhége néng mai shi liang ne!
TR RS- Pe !

but yours were sold for ten taels!"

884

Yisi jiushishuo, ni zhége gongfu zud de hén hao.

BEEBEU, IRXADRMAFIREF .

He was implying that the emperor's craftsmanship was very good.

885

Huangdi jiu hén kaixin a,
SRR T,

The emperor was very pleased.



886
na yue kaixin ne, ta jiu géngijia xthuan zud zhége mugong le.
HEETT W, A it SE N S RAEGX AN AR T T

And the happier he was, the more he enjoyed doing carpentry work.

887
Sudyi dangshi haiydu y1 mu,
It UL 24 I 3B — %

There was a scene (in a TV series)

888

jiu zhége Weéi Zhongxian shanglai wén wansui yé
XA BLE T LRI % 4

where Wei Zhongxian asked the emperor:

889

mou yT gé guanyuan shang le zouzhé,

H—AERETE,

"There's a memorial from a court official,

Note: "Z 7 /zouzhé" was a form of official document where officials would submit
written reports or requests to the emperor.

890

shud weén ta zhége shiging zénmeban?
Ui At XA A TR

what should we do about it?"

891

Ranhou na huangdi jiu yéudian aiya, ta shuo hao fan ya
SRIG TR R AT A RUSCE, A 5 S5

The emperor was annoyed by this question and said:

892
ta shud zhége hudrén de shiqging jiushi tai mafan le,
b BEIXANTE N FAE R KRR T

"It's such a hassle to deal with human beings.

893

haishi zhége si de dongxi bijiao hao ndng yidian.
B FEIXAN LI ZR TG LU 7 — s

It's much easier to deal with things!"

894



Ranhou ta pangbian de nage rumd, jiu Késhi ma
IR G A S5 LA FLEE, U2 FRR

At this moment, Ke, who was standing on the side

895

jiu shuo aiya Wéi Zhongxian a
S IS 20 A6 5 ]

said to Wei:

896
Jit ni buyao zai fan huangshang le,
AR ERHE LT,

"Don't bother the emperor anymore,

897

jiu zhéxié shiqging ni ziji chuli jiu hao le.
UG IR B CACB AT T .

just handle these matters yourself!"

898

Ranhou huangdi shud dui, ni ziji chuli jiu xing le.
RIG RV, RE CABAT T .

Then the emperor said, "That's right! You handle it."

899
Jill zhéyangzi y1 bu yT bu de, ta jiu zhénde bawo le zhége chaozhéng.
FUXFET— 201, i E TR XA EE

In this way, step by step, he took control of the government.

900
Ganjué ta nage rumu Késhi yé& hén ydu xinj,
R A AN FLRERS IRWAR A OoAL,

| feel that the emperor's wet nurse, Lady Ke, was very cunning.

901
manman de bangzhu ta zhangwo le chao zhéng.
15218 bty 75 Bl A 42 1 R

She actually helped Wei take control of the government.

902
Xiayige women lai jiangjiang jiushi shijiewénming de taijian Zhéng Hé.
AR S [ 44 R A

Next, let's talk about the world-famous eunuch Zheng He.



903
Zai women xidoshihou, wo zai kebén Ii hai xué guo ne
FEFATII,  RALTRA BLIE 12 e

When | was a kid, | even learned about him in textbooks.

904
Zhéng Hé xia xiyang | Zhéng Hé xia xiyang
AR PUTE | REAR Ph i

Zheng He's voyages to the Western Seas (the famous title on textbooks).

905
Dui, dangshi kébén i jiang de shi Zhéng Hé xia xiyang
XF, I ERA BT T i

Yes, the textbooks said that Zheng He's voyages to the Western Seas

906
shi wéile zhangxian Mingchao de gudli,
N T BRI E ),

were to demonstrate the power of the Ming Dynasty,

907
yiji bangzhu huangdi xunzhao qizhényibao ma
PR HE B 71 TR AT e S

and to help the emperor find rare treasures.

908
Dan zhé jinjin zhishi bidomianshang de yuanyin,
(RN R R i BRI,

But this reason was only superficial,

909
zhénzhéng béihdu Zhéng Hé shi ydu y1 gé géng da de rénwu.
HIEH JFAARA — N RIS .

behind the scenes Zheng He had a much bigger mission.

910
Chuanwén dangshi de huangdi,
T

It was rumored that the emperor at the time

911

ta shi tonggud budang de shduduan duddé le huangwei.
A R I AN T BR AR T 2oL

seized the throne through improper means.



912
Zhénzhéng yinggai jichéng de ne shi ta de yi gé zhizi, ér bushi ta.
FLIEMIZ AR 2 —ME T, TASA.

The one who should have inherited it was his nephew, not him.

913
Ranhou dang ta jichéng huangwéi de shihou ne,
Y=Lk e X A U

When the emperor inherited the throne,

914
ta faxian ta de zhizi xidoshr le, bu zhidao qu nar le.
AR IR R TR T, ANFITEERILT

he discovered that his nephew had disappeared and was no where to be found.

915
Jit ybu taijian gen ta shud, kanjian ta zhége zhizi qu xiahai le.
A KM ER UG, B WARIXME T2 T

One eunuch told him that he saw his nephew heading towards the sea.

916

Ranhou zhége huangdi ne jit mingling Zhéng Hé
IRIG XA R WE AL iy 2 A A

So the emperor ordered Zheng He

917
shuai yT zhongrén xunzhao ta zhizi de xialud.
R ARNTFHRABE T BT

to lead a group of people to look for his nephew.

918

Sudyi zhége qishi shi Zhéng Hé xia xiyang de zhénzhéng de mudi.

JIT RAIZAN HL SR AT PO B IR H

So this was the real purpose of Zheng He's voyages to the Western Seas (to eliminate
a potential threat to the emperor's throne).

919

Zhége shi chuanwén haishi shiliao shang jizai de? | Shiliao shang jizai de

XA AL IR R Fidgk i ? | ek it gk

Is this a rumor or is it a documented historical fact? | It is documented.

Note: This reason was one of many given for Zheng He's voyages. It is disputed by
historians which one was the primary reason.



920
Ranhou wdmen jiu yao jiangdao
RIEFAT Z 2

Next, let's talk about

921
Zhongguo lishishang zuihou yT gé taijian Stn Yaoting
Hh i P s b fE AN R M AV E

the last eunuch in Chinese history, Sun Yaoting.

922
W6 ya jiao Sun Yaoting.
TGO PR .

My name is Sun Yaoting.

923
Jinnian bashiyf sui le.
SENT—S T

I am eighty-one years old.

924
W& gége dang le huagong,
REFUTHET,

My older brother became a Chinese laborer

925
di yT ci shijié dazhan shang Fagué qu le.
kAR FIEE R T

and went to France during the First World War.

926
Women gér si gé, wo fugin wdé maqin, jiazhong yéu lit kdu ren.
FATERILIUAS, FAORIEENR, KA NH AN

With the four of us brothers, and my parents, we have a total of six people.

927

Ni xidng xiang, g1 fén di zhu zhao liang jian tu fang,

PRARAR, Lot W A L s,

Think about it, we had two rooms on a piece of land that was (roughly 46 square
meters) in size.

928
ruhé gud de xiaqu a?
U AT T 2500 ?



How could we survive?

929
W& y1 kan wdmen zhouwéi, lin clin litou a jin dang taijian qu le,
H—BRATHE, WA LR K% T,

I looked around, all the people in the neighboring villages were working as eunuchs.

930
wo jil dong le zhége xin le.
ks 7 IZA0T

So | was attracted to this idea.

931
Women ganggang jiangdao Sun Yaoting ma,
FRAT TN DI 1PN J2 WK

We mentioned earlier that Sun Yaoting

932
ta shi zai chuang shang tang le san ge yue cai xing guolai de ma.
b EAEIR B4 T = AN H A BRI SR

laid in bed for three months (after being castrated).

933
Zai ta xitxi de zhé san gé yue,
AR BRI =AH,

After he rested for three months (in order to recover)

934
zai ta néng dang taijian zhthoéu, gingchao miéwang le.
FEAbRE S KM 5, THFHKT T,

and was ready to be a eunuch, the Qing Dynasty fell.

935
Jiu zhége bai yan le!
XA T

So he was castrated for nothing!

936

Dui a, sudyi ta jiu bai yan le
XU, pir LA e T
Right, he did it for nothing!

937
Danshi rénijia shud le, wd dou yan dou yan le,



ERAZU T, A AL T,

But he thought since he was already castrated,

938
na bunéng rang wo bu cihou rén a! Shi ba?
TEASBE L FAE M AR S ng 2

they should allow him to serve! Right?

939
Ranhou tamen jiu kaishi sichu dating, sichu tud rén
SRIRARA T 4R DU ARST T, DYALFEN

So he started to ask around for information.

940

zuihou ne Sun Yaoting xian shi jin le béilei fu shang dangchai.

B Ja e PV RE S i 1t 1 DUBIAT b2 2%

Finally, Sun Yaoting managed to get work in the Beile's mansion (Puyi's father's
place).

941
Guo le méidugijid,
N ES/

Not long after,

942

Payi tongguo Ribén de fuchi jianli le wéi man zhéngquan ma.

TGRS H A HIERRF 7 1 D BB -

Puyi, with the support of Japan, established a puppet regime in Manchuria
(northeastern region of China).

943

San Yaoting zhége rén ba zhénde shi y1 xinxiang dang taijian ya
PN 3K S AP L) S — O AE 2 K M F

Sun Yaoting was determined to become a eunuch,

944
ta jiu tongguo yixié fangfa you qu dao le Dongbéi, zhaodao le Puyi
Mgt it — ek B T ARG, HRE T

so he tried all he could to get to Dongbei. He found Puyi

945
Zhége shihou géi Plyi dangshang taijian le.
AN RS BRI T .

and became a (real) eunuch.



946
Ta jiu kaishi fuzé cihou Wanrong le
M IF a6 97 Do i A 1

He started to serve Wan Rong (Puyi's wife).

947
Zhidao yT jit si wu nian Wanréng qushi le,
HE - EgAE LT,

In 1945, when she passed away,

948
ta cai zhénzhéng de tuixiu le.
fth A ELIE IR AR T

he then retired.

949
Tuixit zhthou ta qu nar le ne?
RRZ JE A W)L 7 We?

Where did he go after retirement?

950
Jiushi wémen ganggang shang wén sud shud de, simiao
SIS FATAIN_ESCHT B, <S¢

As we mentioned above, (he moved into) a temple.

951
Zhu jin “yanglaoyuan” le | Dui
R FRER T | X

He moved into a "nursing home". | Yes

952

Na jintian de taolun ne dao zheéli jiu jiéshu le.
A4 R BB E e 21X A R T

So that will be it for today.

953
Rugud nimen duiyu wdmen yishang de néirdong yéu shénme xiang shud de,
A RARAT TR T FRATEA B B 4 AR,

If you have anything to say about what we discussed today,

954
kéyi lidyan gén wdmen fenxiang.

A LR 5 BRBAT 5



leave us a comment.

955

Rugud ni xihuan zhége shipin dehua,
AN SRR ARSI ) 1 5

If you like this video,

956

na jiu ging dianzan, zhuanfa bing dingyué wémen de pindao,
BRGSO BRI IT R FRATT R AE

please "like", share, and subscribe to our channel!

957
woOmen xiaqr zaijian, baibai! | Baibai
HATRIEI, FEHE |

See you next time, bye! | Bye.



