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1

Dajia hao, huanying laidao Mandarin Corner! W6 shi Eileen.
KFEF, ¥iW3F] Mandarin Corner! &/ Eileen.

Hi, everyone! Welcome to Mandarin Corner, | am Eileen.

2
Shuodao xifangrén shi,
eI NG

When talking about Westerners,

3
tongchang Zhongguorén naohai If shouxian faxian de xingxiang
TR o N o v B SRR I T R

the first image that comes to Chinese people's mind,

4
shi y1 ge jinfabiyan de bairén.
=N RERPEN.

might be a blonde, blue-eyed Caucasian.

5
Name dang zhége xifangrén shi héirén shi,
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I T Ny P YN

But when the Westerner is Black

6
Zhonggudrén de fanying you hui shi zényang de ne?
SHEPN IV Ey ¥y = 3:h LN

what is the reaction of Chinese people?

7
Jintian wdémen yaoqing dao le y1 weéi
L RPN TG R T AL

Today, we invited an

8
zai Zhonggud shénghud le wi nidn de Méigudrén
FERE A T IR E AN

American who has been in China for five years

9
1ai fenxiang ta zai zhéli de shénghud hé gongzuo.
Ko FABALTZ HL ) A TS A AR

and he will share his experience living and working here.

10
Xiamian women jili yduding ta Iai gén dajia d gé zhaohu ba.
TR A BT AR

Now, let's have him say "hello" to everyone.

11
Dajia hao, wo shi Ben | Dui zheli
KZEUF, o2 Ben | KfixH

Hi, | am Ben. | Towards (this camera).

12
Ni you Zhongwén ming ma? | Zhou St
RAE A ? | R

Do you have a Chinese name? | Zhou Si.

13
Ni weishénme xing Zhou?
PRI kA 2

Why is your (Chinese) surname "Zhou"?

14
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W de xing shi Jones, ranhou tingqilai jiu Zhou St
I EER Jones, IR 5 Wk Skl Jol /L

My family name is Jones, so it sounds like "Zhou Si".

15
Hén dud rén shud Zhou Si shi yi gé nlishéng de mingzi
R N B2 — R4

Many people commented that Zhou Si is a girl's name.

16
Youdian, youdian xiang
Arl, AR

Yes, a little.

17
Ni shi [dizi nali de? Gén dajia jieshao yixia
RAREMER? WAKRXNH—T

Where are you from? Please introduce yourself.

18

Laizi Méigud | Méigud nar?
KEEE | LEWEIL?

I am from the US. | Where in the US?

19
Méigud de dongbu, |i shoudd hén jin
FEIARES, SHAIRIT

The eastern part of the United States and it is very close to the US capital.

20

RIVFK Z 3 B AR ?
What's your hometown like?

21
Méigud de chéngjiao, ting xido de
E IR, N

It's in the suburb and it's quite small.

22
Haowan ma?
I ?

Is it fun?
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23

Yao kan ni xthuan zuo shénme
BEIRE A4

It depends on what you enjoy doing.

24
Jitushi birdshuo xihuan pdshan huozhé paobu,
sl EE G 5 = € L B3 A

For example, if you like hiking or running,

25
zai zhége fangmian shi hén hdo.
FERZXANT5 T RAR T -

then it's nice.

26
Danshi bixt yao you chézi, yaoburan jiushi zuo bulido shiging.
B BIER 5, EARPEMA T FHE.

But you must have a car, otherwise you can't do anything.

27
QU gongyudn hai xiyao kaiche
R EFTREITE

We need to drive even when we go to a park.

28

Na ni zhijieé zou qu gongyudn bu jiu kéyi shéng le ma?
TRAR B A 2 AR A AT LA 1 152

Why don't you just walk to the park?

29
Méiydu zoulu de difang
B E HE R 7

There isn't a place for walking.

30
Méiyou rénxingdao? | Méiydu rénxingdao
WA NATIE? | A AATE

No sidewalks? | No sidewalks.

31
Dui, wo zhu de difang shi sénlin limian
XF,  FRAE T 2 AR BT

We live in the woods.
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32

ranhou wo jia pangbian ydu geé zhongxué,
G WK F LA,

Next to my home, there's a middle school

33
ranhou pangbian hdiydu y1 gé nédngchang.
WRIEFIUIEH — DAY .

and a farm.

34
Na ni daxué xué de shi shénme zhuanye?
TR K2 R A A Bl ?

What was your major in university?

35
Yinyue de [lilun
BRI

Musical theory

36

Lilun haiydu bidoyan
PR IEAT R
and performance.

37
sudyi wo du daxué de shihou,
JT AR K 5 R Ak

So when | was in university,

38
wo de jihua shi chéngwéi yi ming yinyue ldosht
TR Oy — 25 R

my plan was to become a music teacher.

39

Weishénme hui xuanzé yinyué zhege zhuanyé?
N A B R IX AR ?

Why did you choose this major?

40

W dui yinyue jit hén you... ganxingqu

HF IRAURAT . BB
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| was very interested in music.

41
danshi gishi wo juéde shi gén wo zhu de difang you guanxi,
B SRR A3 2 IR AE T A KR,

But actually, it had to do more with where | lived.

42
yinwei women yiban dou dai zai jialf,
RN 3RATT— AR AE K B

Since we generally stayed at home,

43
sudyi women xtyao péiyang yixié aihao.
FT LARRAIT 75 B RS 7 — e 2 0f

we needed to develop some hobbies.

44
Ranhou yinyue jiu chéngwéi le ni de aihao? | Dui
RIE T IREON TR Z T2 | R

So music became your hobby? | Right.

45
Na nijiarén yé xihuan yinyue ma?
AR AR R 2

Does your family also like music?

46
BU tai xthuan ba
AN K E R

Not very much.

47

Zénme jiu ni xihuan le?
EAHARER T ?
Why only you liked it?

48
Xihuan, danshi buhui tan yuéqi de
X, AHRASTRIREH

Well, they do like it, but they don't play any musical instruments.

49
NT hui tan shénme yuéqi?
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e LIPS

What instruments do you play?

50

Gaozhong de shihou, wo tan le nage dahao, diyindahao
I, 3R TR RT, KE RS

When | was in high school, | played the tuba.

51

Chui de ma? | Chui de, dui
WREING 2 | IR, St
You blow it? | Yes.

Note: In Chinese, we use "blow" to refer to playing a wind instrument.

52

Ranhou tan gangqin, tan jita
IRIEHANEE, SR Al

Also, | play the piano and guitar.

53

ranhou kaishi changgé | Wa!
SRIGIFIRMEFR | P!

Then, | started to sing. | Wow!

54
Na ni 1ai Zhonggud you duoshao nidn le?
TRARK A E A 2T 2

How long have you been in China?

55
Xianzai chabudud wl nian
WMAEEAZ A

Up to now, it's been about 5 years.

56

Zénme hui xiangdao 1ai Zhonggud ne?

EA B ER A EH e ?

Why did you get the idea of coming to China?

57
DU daxué de shihou wo jit aishang le xuéxi ylyan
BRFHIA R % b TSRS

When | was in university, | fell in love with learning languages.
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58
Xué le Zhongwén? | Xué le Zhongwén
FUH? | T

You learned Chinese? | Yes.

59
danshi nage shihou wd Zhongwén shuiping bushi tébié gao,
B2 TSI fige e v SCKSFEAN S A 91 v

But at that time, my Chinese wasn't very good.

60
zuihdo de ylyan shi éyu, nagé shihou shi éyl
BOFIE 5 Rk, IR s

My best language was Russian. At that time, it was Russian.

61

W6 Zhongwén laoshr ta tuijian,
e cz I HELE

My Chinese teacher suggested

62

zai Méigud dang Yingyu laoshi, rdnhou jiao yixié Zhonggud de xuésheng.
FESE E BTG, RE B E 7.

that | teach English to students in China.

63
Danshi yinwéi women shijian you shicha,
{H 2 RO AT (B I 22,

But because we had a time difference,

64
women kénéng xtyao lingchén gongzuo.
AT R TR E R R LAE.

| would need to work after midnight.

65
Dangshi ne ta y& shud wdmen kéyi qu Zhonggud jiu Ilyéu
G W e A1 5 AT AT BA2% o ] st T e

She also said that | could go traveling

66
huozhé dang Yingyl ldosht
e ParE Al

and at the same time, be an English teacher in China.
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sudyi shuo, hdo de
FrCAut, 4Fi
So | said, okay.

Ranhou nage shihou shi kuai biyé de shihou
IR 5 AN B i A2 TR b B I i

When | was about to graduate,

wo you san gé xuanzé, y1 gé shi Ha'érbin
PH =k, — M REIRKIE

| had three (job) options (in China) and one of them was going to Harbin.

yinwei wo éyl nage shihou shi zuihdo de,
DRI A A8 TR I 2 A 4 1

Since my best language was Russian,

sudyi shudo wo qu Ha'érbin, hai kéyi jidng éyu.
Fr A 3R 05 /K, e ] PLUHRE .
I thought that by going to Harbin, | could use it.

Note: Harbin is very close to Russia, so there might be more Russian speakers there.

Lingwai y1 gé chéngshi shi Shangrdo,
FHb AT R L,

Another city was Shangrao

ranhou haiyou y1 ge shi... Wangji zénme shuo? Baoding
WIGIEAH — A . BIL B AU? TRE
and the last one was... | forgot how to pronounce it. Baoding?

Baoding, Hébéi | Dui, Baoding
R, WAL | X, RE
Baoding, Hebei. | Right, Baoding.

Ranhou ta shud wd yinggai qu Shangrdo, yinwei jiu hén méili
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SRR % % e, MR SR

My teacher said that | should go to Shangrao because it was a beautiful city,

76

ranhou shénghudfeéi bushi name gao, ranhou gongzi shi zuigao de.

RIEAEIE /AR 4w, RJE LE2 s m .

the cost of living wasn't high and the salary was the highest (of the three options).

77
Na ni zai juéding le 13i Zhonggud zhihou,
IRARFERE 1 R E 2 )5,

After you decided to come to China,

78
ni de fUmu shi shénme fanying? Tamen zhichi ma?
PRI ASCEERAT A SN2 AfAT SR 2

what was your parents' reaction? Were they supportive?

79
Tamen bu tai zhichi.

HATIAS RS -

They weren't.

80
W06 mama yé bushi hén lidojié zhéngzhi,
LW ARAR T B,

My mother didn't understand much about politics

81
ranhou bushi hén lidojié gita gudjia ba.
IRIGASRAR 1 A Al 5 E

and other countries,

82
Sudyi ta jiu kénding bu téngyi
FT LI s E AN [F] =

so surely, she didn't want me to go.

83

W baba shuo kénéng Zhonggud jiushi tai yangé
WEE YA e b E U KR

My father said that China was very strict,

84
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Ta shuo rugud wo zai lushang jiu birdshuo tu kdushui, wo kéyi jiu zudldo.
bt A SR FRAE B B an i LK, FT DA AL 7R

and if | spit on the street, | could be sent to jail.

85
Ta ybéu zhege yinxiang?
A ZAENR ?

That was his impression?

86
Dui, yinwei jiushi xinwén shi hén fUmian de, yinwei zhéngzhi de wenti.
XF, B ERAR U B, ROVBUA R 1 R

Yes, because news (about China) was very negative due to politics.

87
Danshi wo kan de zui rang wo xidng ldidao Zhonggud shi
A2 A H LA RS h E 2

However, what made me want to come to China the most was

88

wo kandao zai YouTube shang yduxié Youtubers
FFE FI7E YouTube |7 L Youtubers

that | saw some YouTubers

89

tamen hui fenxiang tamen de richang shénghud.
AT 2y = AATT ) H R AR

who shared their daily life (in China).

90
Ranhou tamen shuo qishi ni ldidao Zhonggud shi hén ziyéu de
SRS AT L SRR B b LR AR B H )

They said that if you came to China, you could actually have a lot of freedom

91
yinwei dang Yingyu ldoshi, ni gongzi shi féichdng hao.
BN BB 200, AR LB R AR i .

because the salary for an English teacher was very high.

92
Ranhou wo kan tamen jiu fénxidng nage déngguang xiu
IR )G A AT 7 AT 6T

| also saw light shows (in their videos).
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93
wo shuo, jiushi Zhonggud de chéngshi shi hén xiandai de,
Feud, R E R 2R BN,

So | thought China was very modern

94
Ranhou wd yidingyao qu de, yidingyao qu de
WER—EELEW, —EHEZEN

and | must come!

95
Zhijie cong Méigud zuo feiji |di Shangrao ma? Haishi zhuan le?
ELAR ML E AL CHLR e 2 b2 172

You flew directly from the US to Shangrao or did you transfer?

96
Dao le Shanghai
B L

| arrived in Shanghai.

97

Na xiaféiji zhthou shénme ganjué?
T AL a4 e ?

How did it feel to get off the airplane?

98
Xiafaiji zhthou... | Shanghai haihdo | Hén l&i

Rl E... | EifEdE | IR R

After getting off... | Shanghai should be okay. | | was very tired.

99
yinwei shi y1 ge jil rénshéng hén da de y1 gé gdibian,
By — e NAEAR R ) — A e Ag,

Since it was a big change in my life,

100
jiushi zai feiji shang wo shui buzhdo.
RAE WAL L FRBEAE

| couldn't sleep on the airplane.

101
Tai xingfén ma? | Dui, tai xingfen le
RNAEW? | X, KXe T

(You were) very excited? | Yes, very excited!
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102

Shiwu ge xidoshi, sudyi wo shi hén léi.

T AN, FTAREIR R

(The flight lasted) 15 hours and so, it was exhausting.

103
Danshi xiaféiji zh1hou, yigie dou shunli
HET L2 fE, —VI#RIRA

When | got off the airplane, everything went smoothly.

104
Danshi wo rujing de shihou wd jide wo shuo “nihdo”
(ISP AN 0 K 3 A TRE S =5 AT 1Y S

When | was crossing the boarder, | remember | said "ni hao'

105
W diyi gé “nthdo”
P — AR

and it was my first "ni hao".

106
Ranhou nage rén jiu géi wo gaishang, rdnhou méiyou hén da de fanying.
RIEIAN Nt gs s b, SRR IR KIS

Then, (the border control officer) stamped (my passport) and didn't have any big reaction.

107
W& shuo: Nihdo | Ta shuo: nihao
Ul REF | AU ARGF

| said, “ni hao!” He said: “Oh, ni hao.”

108

Hao léngdan | Dui
UFA U | XS

So cold. | Right.

109
Shangrdo shi y1 gé hén xido de chéngshi, zai Jiangxi,
R — MR T VLY,

Shangrao is a small city in Jiangxi
110

hén duo rén kénéng bu zhidao

R NATREAFITE
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and perhaps, many of you don't know about it.

111
Na ni qu dao nali zhthou ni de yinxiang shi shénme?
TR LB B2 S5 VR ED G4 ?

What was your impression when you arrived there?

112
Duiwolaishuo haishi y1 gé hén da de chéngshi, bi wo jiaxiang hai da.
X FRULIE R — MR BT, HIRK 2 ik K.

To me, it was a big city, bigger than my hometown.

113
Suanshi da, dui ba?
SRR, Xm?

It would be considered big, right?

114
W zhu de difang jiushi sénlin [imian, jiushi méishénme de.
FATE T AR R, BUERA AR,

| lived in the woods, so there was nothing around me.

115
Danshi you name duo gaoléu haiydu déngguang xiu,
BREMAZ @mEIEH 6T,

But (in Shangrao), there were many tall buildings and light shows,

116

jiushi ganjué wa! Shi hén xiandai de
R L R ARIARHY

so | was impressed. It was very modern!

117

Hén rénao | Dui, hén rénao
ARG | 5%, AR FA ]
Very lively. | Right.

118
W0 zud gongjiaoche hén fangbian,
AN SR TTIE,

It was very convenient to take a bus,

119

danshi zai wo ziji jiaxiang | Yao kaiché
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HEARHDRS | B4

but in my hometown... | You needed to drive.

120
Yao kaiché dao gongjiaozhan de difang
BIFER) R AT w7

| needed to drive to a bus station.

121

Na ni zhijie kai qu mudidi bu jiu hao le ma?

WAR BRI 2 H A LT 705 ?

Why didn't you drive directly to your destination?

122

Weishénme hdi yao zud gongjiao?
I LB T ALY

Why did you have to take a bus?

123
Wodmen li wdmen gongzuo de difang hén yudn
BATERATLAE R 7 1Rz

We live far away from our work

124
yinwei hén réngyi dliché, women bu xthuan kaiché dao danwéi.
RUNAREE 35 4, AT E 0T 42 B FAL

and because of the traffic, we don't like to drive to where we work.

125

Wodmen xihuan kai dao yT ge tingchéchang,
FATEXNTT B — M2,

We like to drive to a parking lot

126
zai tingchéchang you gongjiaozhan,
TEAS B N A vl

that's close to a bus station.

127
haiyou zai Méigud de gaosugongll, rdgud ni ché I you san gé rén,
EHAEREN RN, WRIRERG=EAN,

For highways in the US, if you have three people in your car,

128
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ni kéyi zOu nage jilshi express lane.
YRA] LLAE B 5t A2 express lane.
you can take the express lane.

129
Sudyi ni xdyao fugidn huozhé ni ché shang bixl yao ydu san ge rén.
BT AR 5 BT R B IR 42 B2 = AN

So (in order to take the express lane), you need to either pay or have three people in your car.

130
Sudyi youxierén tamen kaichg, rdnhou ni dao le nage tingchéchang,
FTAE S NAATTIT 22, SRR T IR M543,

That's why some people will drive to a parking lot

131
ni hai jié lingwai y1 g& moshéngrén yiqi zou
PRIESR A — BN E

and pick up another one (or two) strangers.

132
Gang l3i de shihou yduméiydu shénme tébié da de wénhuachongji?
WK B I A A5 0 K St it 2

When you first arrived here, was there any big cultural shock?

133
Yinggai shi zai wOmen shéjiao fangshi
1% R AEFATAEAZ T7 2

Maybe the way (Chinese) socialize.

134
Shejiao fangshi zai Zhonggud yiban shi gén chifan you guanxi de.
#1722 7 A H [ — R BRIZ IR S R 1 .

In China, socializing usually involves eating.

135
Danshi yinweéi hén dud waigudrén,
ERFNIRZANE N,

But many foreigners,

136
jiu baokuo wo, zai zhe fangmian jiushi youdian méiyou xiguan,
MRS, (X7 TS SR IR,

myself included, are not used to doing it this way,
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137

juéde women méibanfa jiushi shénru jiaoliu.

WAF AT LA RN L o

and we find it hard to have deep conversations (in dining situations).

138
Yinweéi wo xiang gen y1 gé rén jiaoliu, kénéng hui ging ta he y1 béi kaféi
DA FRAE IR — N NS0, AT e v fth il — AR v

If I want to talk to someone, | might invite them for a cup of coffee

139
ranhou wo shud ni zuijin zénmeyang hudzhé hui jiang yixié gushi
IR )G UAR BB A RE B 2 U —Le i

and ask them how they are or talk about some stories.

140

Danshi zai Zhonggud yiban shi... Jiushi dajia yiqi

R AE P — . e KR —i

But generally in China, people like to be in a group.

141

kénéng wdmen yiqi jiu wan shoujr.

A REIRATT— &t e AL -

They might sit together and be on their phones.

142
Jiushi nage shihou wo hui qu jitiba, dajia jiu zai wan shouji
R TBAS IHE F 2 ZRE,  REAE BT AL

| used to go to bars and people would be on their phones (all the time).

143
Danshi zaiyiqi, zuo ziji de shiging.
HRfE—k, MECrHENS.

They were together, yet doing their own things.

144
Zhége hai ting zhlUnque de, quéshi Zhonggudrén...
AN EHERERG Y, P E AL

This is quite accurate. It's true that Chinese...

145

Xianzai de Zhonggudrén jiushi nidngingrén chiqu wan,
PUAE H B2 5 A 2,

When young Chinese go out together,
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146
tamen jiushi shang le y1 béi kaféi huozhé y1 béi yinliao
AT b Y — AR i — A Ok

they will get a cup of coffee or other drink.

147

xian pai gé zhao, fa geé péngyouquan ranhou jiu ziji wan ziji de le.

TN, KM AKERERECIE K T .

They will first take a photo, post it on their Moments and then start playing (with their phones).

148
Dui, chabuduo
Xf, FHAZ

Yes, more or less.

149
Gang ldi de y1 liang nian you fashéng guo shénme
WISk B — PR R AR A 4

During the first one or two years here, was there anything

150
tebié ling ni yinxiang shénke de shiging ma?
5 ) - AR EVRIRZ ) AR G 2

that made a deep impression on you?

151

Jiushi zuowéi héirén dehua, zai Zhonggud
WA RS, fEE

As a Black in China,

152
wo shuo, wo shi Méigudrén
A EEA

when | told people that | was an American,

153
ranhou youxiérén jiushi tamen bu xiangxin wo
YRR YN L (i (R EE s

some of them wouldn't believe me.
154

Jide yici yOurén jiushi bu xiangxin wo,

LG — IR N AMIE .
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| remember once, someone didn't believe me

155
ranhou na chdlai huzhao, wo shuo
ARG EHRYIE, TR

and so, | took out my passport and told him:

156
dui, wo shi Méigudrén, ni kan
P, WREEKEN, IRE

"Look, | am an American!"

157
Ranhou ta hai bu xiangxin, yinwei ta bu renshi zhege qizhi.
R IEIEASARAE, DA AR I .

But he still didn't believe me because he didn't recognize the flag (on my passport).

158

Guoqi | Dui, bl rénshi guoqi

B | XS, AARE

(You mean,) the national flag. | Right, the national flag.
Note: This is the correct way to refer to a flag of a country.

159
Chule zhege, jiushi zai lushang, wé Zhongwén méi name hao de shihou,
Br 7IXAS, miRAER b, FRA SO AL i,

Apart from this, when my Chinese wasn't as good as now,

160
bu zhidao jiushi biéren zai lushang shud shénme.
ANFNIE A A NAE RS BB 4.

| couldn't understand what people were saying on the street.

161
Danshi wd Zhongwén jiushi géng hao de shihou,
{2 3 STl A2 B8 i (R IS ik

But as my Chinese got better,
162

yé kéyi kaishi tingdeddng.
WA PO a6 450

| started to understand them.

163
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Jiti birdshuo héirén, ni kan héirén huozhé jiushi waigudrén, [dowai
AL BN, URE BB HRME N, Z A

For example, they might say, "Look at that black person", or "look at that foreigner."

164

Y1 kaishi wo juéde méishi,

— RIS

At first, | thought it was okay.

165
danshi gén wd niipéngyou yiqi jiushi guangjié hudzhé chiqu wan
(B2 PRI O A — e il A B H i3

But later when | went out with my (Chinese) girlfriend,

166
Ta hui youdian shéngqi, ranhou youdian bushafu. | Weishénme?
o7 AR, RIEA AR R, | A

she would get a little upset and felt uncomfortable about it. | Why?

167
Yinweéi ta bu xiwang jiushi biéren zhéyangzi,
BRI A A7 B2 o o) N1

Because she didn't like other people saying this

168
yinwei ta juéde shi ydudian méi limao, yéuqishi paizhao
R At i 45 2 A AL, U R

and she felt that it was a little impolite, especially when they took photos (of us).

169

Dui, céng zhége zhihou jiu kaishi faxian,
X, WA Z Ja it aa %,

Right! Afterwards, | started noticing

170
gishi yé you hén duo rén jiu toupai.
HSEWAIRZ Ngifiad.

that there were actually many people secretly photographing us.

171

Toupai? | Zhigian bu zhidao de

e | ZATASFIIE )

Secretly? | | didn't know (this was happening) before.
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172

W6 hui dai wo de kebén jiu qu Xingbake xuéxi,
T WRIRAM L E B w72,

| like going to Starbucks with a textbook to study

173

yinwei xihuan zhege kafeiting de huanjing.
BRI DN 0T AN BHE T (R A 5

because | enjoy the environment.

174
Ranhou wo zuo zai nali,
IR ERARTETS HL,

As | sat there,

175
hén duo rén kéyi kanchd tamen shouji jiu tou... dui
1R Z NAT LA AT T ALl far .. 0

| could tell that many people were holding their phones and secretly...

176

xiang diliugan jiu...
BN

My sixth sense (told me),...

177
sudyi jiushi méibanfa renzhén xuéxi, yinwei wo jiushi ganjué hui...
P AR I MEIN ), RN 2 i 2 ..

So | couldn't focus on my studying.

178
Ganjué yourén zai toupai ni? | Dui
BTH NAEf R | X

You sensed that someone was filming you? | Right.

179

You zhua dao guo ma? | You
ARG ? | A

Did you catch any (in the act)? | Yes.

180
Ruagud zhege rén jiu paizhao, jiu toupai
LUE S eSO (21PN K F €

If someone was taking a photo of me,
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181
Ranhou wod gén ta shuo, nihao, zuijin hdo ma?
RGBT, REF, BTG ?

| would say "hello, how are you?" to them.

182
Tamen jiu... Haishi xiang baochi yixié juli
AATTER... A AR R — L

They would be like this and tried to keep a distance away from me.

183
sudyi ganjué wa, wo hadishi méibanfa jiushi gén tamen jiushi jiaoliu
FT AR SE I, FRIE A B IME RIS BRARA T3 /2 22U

So | felt that | couldn't communicate with them.

184
Zuijin jiu birashuo qidn lidng zhou,
Fpe 3Tt BL Gn g w R A

Recently, about two weeks ago,

185
woO huidao Yiwd, rdnhou zuo chiziché de shihou,
PRI R L5y, SR A A2

| came back to Yiwu and took a taxi.

186
zhege siji, wo y1 kaimén jiu zuochg, ta haoxiang jiu yijing ma (qilai) le.
EAFENL, IR, Mo 28 B (R) 1.

As soon as | opened the door, the driver started cursing and said:

187
Zhége laowai... shénme de

XANEA.. A

"This laowai!" (A slightly impolite way to refer to a foreigner.)

188
Ranhou ta shud, sanshi kuai gidn qu wo de difang.
RIGY, = HHER IR .

Then he requested 30 yuan to drive to where | wanted to go.
189

W0 shuo weishénme bu dabido?

A ARTER?
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| asked him why he didn't use the meter.

190
Ta shuo wo déng le tai chang shijian.
b U S TR A ]

He said because he had waited a long time.

191
Yinweéi ta yiwéi shi Duanwdijié, sudyi yinggai you hén duo rén jiushi lai
BRI L o i F- 15, BT ARLIZ AR 2 A&k

Since it was the Dragon Boat Festival, he thought there would be many customers.

192
danshi ta shuo, wo déng le lidng ge xidoshi méi rén.

ER A, FEE T PN

But he waited for two hours without getting anyone (and that may be why he seemed upset.)

193

Ranhou shuo, wo bu téongyi.

R, TAFE.

| told him that I didn't agree (with his price).

194

Sudyi ta shuo, na ni kéyi xiaché.
Fr A, IRRAT LR %
So he told me to get off.

195

W0 shuo, hao ba
Fud, Lrme

| said, okay.

196

Danshi ta méiyou géi wo tingxialai.
BRI A AT K.

But he didn't stop the car!

197
Sudyi wd kaishi dadianhua wd niipéngyou,
Py AIRIT 64T s R A A

So | called my girlfriend

198

Ranhou jiushi jiéshi yixia gingkuang.
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IR G B R — T
and had her explain the situation (to the driver).

199
Ranhou ta zhongyu dabido le,
RIEHh& TR T,

Eventually, he used the meter.

200

danshi wo yijing ganjué zuo zhege ché bushifu.
HR RO LG AN LA .

But | already felt uncomfortable being in the car.

201
Kai de shihou yé shi shuo, wo Ia le yT gé héirén,
TR 2 3, b T — 1A,

As he was driving, he was saying (on the phone): "I got a Black person,

202

heigui shénme shénmede.
B AR A

a nigger" and so on.

203
Jiushi gén lingwai yixié rén, dui
MR A S~ N, X

He was talking to someone else (on the phone).

204

Ranhou wo xiaché zhthou jiushi nd xinglixiang,
RGN EZ G R EATHHM,

When | got off and was ready to take my luggage,

205
ta jiu kai guoqu yixié | Kaizou le?
st P it 26— | FFE T2

he just drove ahead. | He drove away?

206

Jiushi xiang zou le, rdnhou wo shuo tingxialai...
MREE T, AR BTE T K.

He wanted to leave, and | screamed stop, stop!

207
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Sudyi juéde zhege rén jit butaihdo, sudyi jiushi pai ta de nage
Fr AR IZA N AN KIS, Bt PASIE a4t iR IS

| felt this person was bad, so | took a photo of his...

208
Chépai hao? | Chepai hao
FEMs? | Fos

License plate? | Yes.

209

Ranhou wo nlipéngyou téusu yixia,
RGBT —F,

My girlfriend then filed a complaint

210
qishi ta béi chéngfa, wo yiwéi buhui de
Hefh g 5], WUUAASH

and he was actually punished, which I didn't think was possible to happen.

211
sudyi wo shuo, o! Wal!
FrCAFR L, MR R

So | thought, wow!

212
Ranhou zai wanglud shang, yinwéi wo shi xuéxi Zhongwén
RIGAEM S L, BRI FGR>ThC

Also on the Internet, since | was studying Chinese,

213

wo kaishi pai yixié shipin,
I — LA,

| started to make some videos

214

ranhou fa dao Xido Héngshi, rdnhou WEeibo, rdnhou Weixin
WIERBNAA RIETE, REHWE

and | posted them to Little Red Book, Weibo and WeChat

215
ranhou pinglun qa zhé shi zui kénéng ydu zhdngzugishi de difang.

SRJE VR XX A2 B T REA TR ALK 3t 7

and the comment area was perhaps, the place you would most likely see racism.
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216
Youde rén yduyixié e ping huozhé jil buhao de pinglun,
A ST SR AT P2,

Some people made negative comments

217
huozhé zhijié sixin wo.
B BREAE IR

or just sent me private messages.

218

Zhuanmén youyixié zhanghao shi lai kénéng qifu

B — LK 52 K] e i

(It appears that) there were some accounts specifically created to bully

219
huozhé pén yixié héirén de yonghu
BOR M — L BN H

or troll Black users.

220
W0 shud wa, zhénde shi zhéyang ma?
U, FAZIXRE?

| said to myself: "Wow! Really?"

221
Jiushi yuanlai zhége shiging bu zhidao shi dud yanzhong
U SR RIZAS S A FIIE 2 2 ™

Before that, | didn't know how serious (racism) was (on the Chinese Internet).

222

yinwei zhigian zai YouTube shang hui kan yixié YouTuber
AN Z BT {E YouTube |43 —2£ YouTuber

On YouTube, | saw some people say

223
rdnhou tamen shuo bushi xiang xifang gudjia yiyang de zhdngzugqishi,
IR IE AT AS AR PE T B 2K — R B AR

that racism isn't the same here as in Western countries.
224

shi tamen méi pengdao guo waigudrén, sudyi tamen jiushi youdian wuzhr.

FEAATIBCRE 2L AR ELN - BT LA SR A R R -

mandarincorner.org

26



What is it Like Being a Black American in China?

(These YouTubers say that Chinese) just haven't seen enough foreigners, so they're a little

ignorant.

225

Ni zénme kan ne?
WELEWE?
What do you think?

226
Zhége wenti wo juéde shi
A ) R 5845 2

Regarding this issue, | thought it was (because of ignorance).

227
Danshi houldi liu zhexié pinglun de rén yiban shi nanshéng,
B2 J5 oK B X L Pe N — ot 542,

But later, (I noticed) that these comments were generally made by guys.

228
ranhou ganjué tamen shi ydudian jidu.
IR ST AT SR

So | feel that they're jealous (of foreigners).

229
Ranhou tamen juéde ni zuowéi waigudrén,
RIE AT AR URAE AN EN,

They feel that we, as foreigners,

230
jiushi tai réngyi zhdo yi gé Zhonggud niipéngyou.
WARE Z R — D E K.

can get a Chinese girlfriend so easily.

231

Ni fa de ti&zi shi ni de nlipéngyou de zhaopian, shi ba?
PR IS T AR IR A, e ?

Your posts had photos of your girlfriend, right?

232
Ydudeshihou shi wo ziji, ranhou hai hui cinzai zhéxié pinglun.
BB EREE T, RIFELTEXEITE,

Sometimes it was just me and there were still these comments.

233
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Danshi wo yi fa wd hé wo de niipéngyou
AR — KB Z K
But when | posted (photos of) me and my girlfriend together,

234
jiushi you géng duo de lialan
LA 5 2 5T

| would get even more views.

235
ranhou youde pinglun shi hdo, ydude pinglun shi buhdo de.
RIEE VR L, A RIFR AT .

There were some bad comments and some good ones.

236
Ni zai Xiao Hongshl shang shoudao le shénmeyang de pinglun,
PRAEANL R B R AT AR PR,

Among the comments you received on Little Red Book,

237

ling ni yinxiang bijiao shénke de?

A AREN R LR Z 1) ?

were there any that made an impression on you?

238
Jitshi youxiérén tamen hui ti yixié dui héirén de kébanyinxiang.
WA AT 218 —LeX BRI ZIRCEN R .

Some of them would mention stereotypes about Black people,

239
BirGishud héirén shi fanzuizhé hudzhé héirén hui wan niishéng,
et SR N JU AR FH B E R A i A,

such as Blacks are criminals, Blacks are good at getting women

240

tanlian'ai zhthou jiu hui xiaosht

REZ a2k

and after being with a girl, they will disappear,

241
hudzhé zhénzhéng de ydu lidng gé niipéngyou.
B FAEMA AN A

or they actually have two girlfriends.
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242
Hudzhé wo you tingshuo zai Féizhou ni kéyi you si gé ldopd
BCE RA W UL SR PR AT LA DY AN 2%

(They would also say) "I heard that in Africa, you can have four wives".

243

Dui, zheyang de hua

Xf, XFERIE

They would say things like this.

244
Hai hui jiushi dui wo niipéngyou jiushi yduyixié buhdo de hua,
2w AR RAT — B AT (),

Also, they would criticize my girlfriend saying

245

jiu birdshuo ni shi easy girl
L IEAR A easy girl
that she is an "easy girl"

246

huozhé ta zhangde bu haokan,
HE W KEANTE,

or that she's ugly

247
sudyi ta cai hui zhdo waigudrén shénmede.
T AGt A 2= 4R A0 B NAT A 1

and that was why she was with a foreign guy.

248
Na ni nlipéngyou kan le zhéxié pinglun ma?
WARZ A KT T XL FiRng 2

Did your girlfriend read these comments?

249

Dui, yé kan guo
xf, WHEM
Yes, she did.

250

Ta shibushi hén shangxin?
A RARD 02

Was she upset?
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251

Dui, youdian shéngqi, danshi wo juéde ta...

X, A RASR, HRRE ..

Yes, she was a little angry, but | think that she...

252
Yinweéi ta yijing gén wo tanlian'ai,
RN Ut 2 248 BRE R AR %

Since she was with me

253

ranhou Xido Héngsh shi ta zui xthuan de shéjiao pingtai,
RGN R It B AL SE - B

and Little Red Book was her favorite social media platform,

254

ta yijing zhidao cunzai zhége,
it 2 FNAE AR AEIX A

she already knew about this

255
yinwei ta hui génzhe qita jiushi gudjiguanxi de rén | A?
Rt 25 R FLAth 2 [ B oG SR | T2

because she followed other international relations... | What?

256
Gudji nannii péngyou | Kuagud lian'ai
FE B 55 LA | i AR %

International boyfriend and girlfriend. | (You mean) international couples?

257

Dui, kuagué lian'ai

Xf, B E A

Right, international couples.

258

Ranhou shuo ni weishénme yaoqiu nanshéng jit mai fangzi ranhou fu caili,

IR IE BRI A ER B R 3K s TR e AERAL,

Also people commented: "Why is it that (Chinese) guys have to buy a house and provide a dowry
to the girl,

259

danshi ni gén y1 gé héirén hudzhé bdirén, youqishi héirén
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{RRARIE— M BAREAA, RIREA

yet when the girl is with a Black or a White foreigner, especially a Black,

260

ni gén y1 ge héirén tanlian'ai, ni bu xtyao de.
PRER—BNIRARE, VRATHEN

she doesn't require these?"

261

Na ni shi zénme huiying zhéexié & ping de?

TRAR R 760 B IR TR P 2

How did you respond to these nasty comments?

262
Ydudeshihou hui huifu, danshi xianzai juéde bu yinggai huifu,
AHEHE RS, R I EFAN X BT,

Sometimes, | would reply, but now | feel that | shouldn't do it.

263
jiushi tamen xiang fa jiu fa.
AR AT TR R

They can make all the comments they want.

264
Xido Hongshl dehua, wo weishénme xianzai bu tai yong
NAIE, B ABHEAKH]

The reason that now, | am not using Little Red Book as much

265
shi yinwei wo fa yixié tiézi shuo, zhége shiging jit fashéng guo
e NI — Lol 7, XA FIG R A

is because | used to make posts talking about these things,

266

tamen hui géi zhege tiézi jiu... | Xianliu?

fAT 2 XA R | BRI ?

but they would... | Limit the exposure of your posts?
267

Xianlid, dui, ranhou juéde jit bu gongping.

BRI, X, RIEEAFHA R

Yes, (they would censor my posts) and | felt it was unfair.

268
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Méi ge gudjia dou you haorén huairén,
A EFHIA AR,

There are good and bad people in every country,

269
sudyi wo yinggai jiushi duo zhao yixié yduhao de rén ldi zuo péngyou.
JIT AR B 2000 A2 22 45— S A0 B NSRBI A

so | should make friends with the good ones.

270
Geén zhéxié fumian de rén jiushi 1ai jiaolid jiu duiwdldishuo shi buhdo de.
PRI A A7 T ) A A SR AT R I B i AN

Talking to these negative people is not good for me.

271
W haishi méiydu banfa qu gaibian tamen de sixiang,
LR EA TPk L AR AT 1 B AR,

| won't be able to change the way they think anyway.

272
jiushi tamen xdyao kénéng xianxia rénshiy
WURARAT] 7 T R LR TR

They might need to meet someone in real life

273
1ge rén cai dongshi, shi zheyangzi
—MAAEE, BT

to understand certain things.

274
Ranhou ydude rén yé shi jiushi zhdngzlqishi
IR A A i R R

Some of them are racist

275
danshi tamen jiushi xianshi shénghudé zhong méi pengdao waigudrén ba,
(L2 At AT AR 2 TSI A 3 rh S 38 41 (R,

because they have never met a foreigner in real life

276
sudyi jiushi tamen shi chéngfu tamen zhigian ting guo de hua.
JIT LA 2 AT 2 B R A AT T AT i g3

and they're just repeating what they have heard from others.
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277

Ranhou jiushi kénéng tamen jitishi zhdobudao nlipéngyou,
IR m A T RE AT IR R AN B 2 R AL

Also, perhaps they cannot find a girlfriend,

278
tamen méiydu jiushi shejiao huozhé bidoda néngli,
AT A X e 4 A8 B R IA BE

because they lack social and communication skills.

279
sudyi jiushi zhinéng zai wangluo shang jiushi zheyangzi
JIT LA & R R E M 2% bl X i1

So they (expressed their frustrations) this way on the Internet.

280
Baoyuan yixia? | En
fufe—TF2 | W

Just to complain? | Yes.

281
Na ni juéde tamen baoyuan de mudi shi shénme ne?
TRAR 58 AFABAT T30 25 1) H IR A2 08 ?

What do you think was the purpose of their complaints?

282
Jiushi fabido zhéxié daiyou zhdngzugishi de pinglun de mudi shi shénme?
i R X e A PR B VR I H 247

What is their purpose in posting these racist comments?

283
Shi weile dédao shénme ne? Jiushi faxie yixia ma?
N TREI AW w2 At — T ?

What do they want to get from this? Is it just to vent their anger?

284
Rang ziji ganjué geng hao.
ik H Cos BT .

To feel better about themselves.

285
Kénéng tamen sudwei de weizhi bushi name gao,
A REARATT T IE AL AR 4

Perhaps, their so-called (social) status isn't high,
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286

danshi tamen juéde, wd shi bi héirén hao
ERMATHA, FAZEBNG

but they feel that they're better than Black people.

287

W0 zhishao bi héirén hdo | Zhishao
LEDLHEBANL | 20

They're at least, better than Blacks. | At least?!

288

Dui, yinwei bdirén de tiézi jiu méiyou...

PO PINPSPSISUNUL SRS Z S

Right, because posts made by white people don't get...

289

Yiban hdishi ydude, danshi shdo yidian

—RROL AR, HARED— R

They still get (negative comments), but much less.

290
Na zhezhdng daiydu zhdngzuqishi de yanlun,
TR Aty A e BB AL 5 18

Have you received any racist comments

291
ni zai xianshi shénghué zhong you tingdao guo ma?
PRAETL S A3 T T S5t 2

in real life?

292
Xianshi shénghué zhong, yiban bu gan zhéyangzi
PSEAEEY, —RABOX T

In real life, generally people don't dare say it.

293

danshi yici, lidang ci quandou zai Shangrao.

HR—R, PIREHTE .

But one time, actually twice, it happened in Shangrao.

294

Niipéngyou shi kai nage diandongché, wd shi zud hdumian

TR RFFIA BN, TS
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My girlfriend was driving an E-bike and | was sitting in the back.

295
Zud houmian de shihou, you yi ge rén zai pangbian jiushishuo
ARSI, A — A NAE S LR Ui

A person (riding) next to us said,

296
wo zhidao ni xihuan shénme

RENE IR E A4
"I know what you like".

297
Ranhou jiushi kaishi ma wo nilipéngyou,
R IE R IT IR B R

Then, he started cursing my girlfriend,

298

ranhou shuo yixié buhao de hua.
IR G UL — LA I 1

and saying bad things,

299
Jit birdshuo heigui | Wal
LA R | i

such as, the "N word". | Wow!

300

Dui, zhege zi

X, EANT
Right, that word!

301
Ranhou lingwai y1 gé shi wo pa nage Sanging shan
RIE TN — DR RICTBA =35 L

Another time was when we were hiking on San Qing mountain

302

yé yudao guo ydurén jilshi ma wo zhége zi
WIB B A A B XA F

and someone used the (N) word at me.

303

Kénéng diyici wd juéde shi ma wo nilipéngyou,
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FRESH — IRIR AT B A
The first time this happened, | think the person was just cursing my girlfriend.

304
kénéng di'erci yé yiyang de.
AR I —FE .

Perhaps, the second time was the same.

305
Danshi wo juéde jiushi tamen nidnji da le, ydudian wizhi.
EREREAMAMITFELKR T, HETH.

| feel that it was because they were old and ignorant.

306
Jiushi dui bushi Zhongguérén, jitu bu yduhao.
AN EN, BAKE .

They were unfriendly towards foreigners.

307

Tamen wéishénme ma ni nlipéngyou ne?
HATT It A B AR AW 2

Why did they curse your girlfriend?

308
BU zhidao, yinwei kénéng yé shi zhdngzuqishi,
ANFIIE, RN AT REAR R R S

I don't know. Maybe also because of racial discrimination

309
danshi yé& shi dui niirén yé bu tai ziinzhong.
HE RN L NAS KB,

and they disrespect women.

310
Na ni zhijié jiushi qu dao Shangrdo gongzuo le, shiba? | Dui
WAREE 2 E£8 B T/E T, ZI|? | Xt

You went to work in Shangrao directly, right? | Yes.
311

Juéde zhége gongzuo zénmeyang?

WAFIEAN TAEBARE?

How did you like the job?

312
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Duiwolaishuo shi tinghao de
S 8 e U JEHE A )

To me, it was nice.

313

yinwei nage shihou Ha'érbin gongzi shi yT wan wu,

BRI IR A I g i RV T8 — 3 T,

At that time, the salary in Harbin was 15,000 yuan ($2092),

314

Shangrdo shi yT wan b3,

=T\,

but in Shangrao, it was 18,000 yuan ($2510).

315
sudyi wo xuanzé Shangrao.
Fr AL B8

So | chose Shangrao.

316

Ni shi y1jiti nidn I3i de, shi ba?
PR — LRI, ZIE?
You came in 2019, right?

317
Dui, shiyi yuefén
X, R

Yes, in November.

318
Jil haiyou y1 liang ge yueé jit yiging le | Dui
I — RS 7 | X

So only one or two months later, the pandemic started. | Right.

319
Na yiging dui ni yduyingxidng ma?
TP A KR T i 2

Did the pandemic have any impact on you?

320
Jiushi birdshud ni chiixing, chiqu wan shénme jit hén nan le, shiba?
MR LI AR AT, BB A SURAE T, R

For example, going out was difficult, right?
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321

Dui, yinwei nage shihou jiu gang lai de shihou,
XF, BRI A B fige gl K ) A%

Right, when [ first got there,

322
jiu méitian wanshang hui chiimén
AR Eax ]

| would go out every night

323
ranhou jiu zOulu jiushi kan zhége xin de gudjia jit you shénme de.
IR e AL B A XA B KA A A

and walk around to see what the new country was like.

324
Danshi yiging 1ai de shihou jiu bunéng zdu, jit bunéng chimén.
B NG R R A BEE, BIAREHT].

But when the pandemic hit, | couldn't walk or go out anymore.

325

Dagai lidng ge yue jiu dai zai jiali, zhé shi zui ndn de shikeé zhiyr.

KA AR E R B, KRR 22—

| stayed at home for about two months and it was one of the most difficult times for me.

326
Na na lidng gé yue zai jia limian shi yao jiaoxué de ma?
TR IRPIAS H AE X BLI & E A 2

Did you teach from home during those two months?

327
Haishi yao gongzuo, rdnhou nage shihou
R TAE, AR5 A iz

| still needed to work and at that time,

328
women hai méiydu Zoom zhexié wangluo shang de pingtai, dui ba?
TATEHA Zoom IXLELP 2% FII~F-&, XE?

we didn't have Zoom yet.

329
Sudyi wo you yi tai dianndo, ranhou shouji
P IRA — e s, R ETFL

So | used a computer and a phone.
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330
Sudyi xiang feénxiang pingmu, xdyao na chlai shouji
FTUE Sy S hi s, TR E LR TL

If | needed to share my screen, | had to take out my phone,

331

sudyi yibian shi na zhe shouji,
P —il 2 ZE AL,
hold it with one hand,

332
yibian shi yong nage shlbiao jiu shangke, dui
— e FRAS ARt LBk, XS

while moving the mouse with the other.

333
Bushi hén fangbian.
AFEARTTAE

It wasn't very convenient.

334
Sanyue zhthou kéyi chimén le, sudyi zai zhé fangmian shi geng hao
SHZERATCATT 7, BrRAER 5T A2 AT

Three months later, | could go out again, so it was better.

335
Dao le wiyuéfén, tamen kaimén le.
BT RAG, AT

Around May, the school reopened.

336

Sudyi wo yiwéi zhéxié jingji de wenti hui jiéjué le, danshi gishi méiyou.

JIT AR A I B 22 5 (1) o) il = vk 1 AHR HLSEif o

So | thought (the school’s) financial issues (due to the pandemic) had been solved, but they
hadn't.

337
Eryuéfén, sanyuéfén, siyuéfén wémen hdishi shou gongzi
“HAG =AM UGS & TR

In February, March and April, we were still getting paid,

338

danshi shi shou yiban
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B —F
but only half.

339

Danshi dao le wlyuéfen, tamen jiu tingxialdi le
R T HHG, Mk T

But after May, they stopped completely.

340

Bufale? | Bufale
ART?T | ART

They stopped paying? | Yes.

341

ranhou tamen shuo, lilyuéfén shi hao wd quanbu dou fagéi ni.
RIEATE, NH SRR AR,

And they said that they would pay the entire amount on June 10th.

342

Danshi dao le zhege rig1 zhihou jiu bu fa
HER 7 XAHMZ ERAK

But when that day came, they still didn't pay.

343
Jige yué de gongzi méiyou fa?
JINHARIREAK?

How many months of salary did they not pay?

344

Yinggai shi san si gé yue

R = PUA H

Probably three to four months.

345

Tamen jiushi bushi hén chéngshi, dao le zuihou

AT R R AN RAR WS, B T &5

They were not being honest, as it turned out in the end.
346

Sudyi houmian ni jiu xiang likai le, shi ba?

JrUAE AR AR BT 1, 2N ?

So that was why you wanted to quit?

347
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Xiang likai, yinwei bu shou gongzi na wo zénme shénghud a?
ETF, PN LB IR B 4 RS 2

Yes, how could | live without getting paid?

348

Name dud gongzi méiydu fa zhthou,
Wrz LHEARZIE,

So you didn't get the salary,

349
ni jiu qu biéde difang gongzuo le, shi ma?
PRER LR T TAE T, 2&ng?

and you went straight to the next job?

350

Dui, rdnhou tamen jiushi you hén duo de chéngnuo
XF, ARJEABATER AR AR 2 (R K

Yes, because they didn't fulfill

351
tamen méiydu zuoddao
AT AT 12

many of their promises.

352
sudyi jiushi kénéng yijing si wu ci shud wo shénmeshihou fu wan,
It Ll A2 vl g © 28 DU IR SR AT 4 B i) 52,

They told me four to five times when they were going to pay me,

353

ranhou hai méiydu
RIG LA

but they never did.

354
Sudyi wo ganma yao xugian ne?
JIT AR W 5 25 W

So, why should | extend my contract?

355
Na xia y1 fen gongzuo qu le nali?
T —t TAEZ TR ?

Where did you go for your next job?
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356
Pingxiang | You shi Jiangxi
2 | R

Pingxiang. | Also in Jiangxi.

357

W1 xian chéngshi, hén xido | Shiba xian
LT, RN |\

Fifth-tier city, very small. | 18-tier!

358

Danshi qgishi wo bushi hén jieyi de.
B SR A RIRA B

But actually, | didn't mind.

359

Zhao Ping xiang zhé fén gongzud nan ma?
M 2 Xy LA ?

Was it hard to get the job in Pingxiang?

360

Zheége shike shi zui rongyi zhdo gongzuo de shihou | Shi ma?
A ZI R A 5 PR TAE I | 22

It was the easiest time to find a job. | Really?

361
Dui, gongzi jiu shangshéng le
xf, LT

Yes, and the salary went up (due to low supply of foreign teachers during the pandemic).

362

Bénlai shi yT wan ba shuigidn, dao le houmian shi liang wan w shuihou.

AR —T3)\BHT, B T JaTHEM ARG

Initially, (in my first job the salary) was 18,000 yuan ($2,510) before tax, but (in my second job), it
became 25,000 yuan ($3,486) after tax.

363

Hao gao a | Dui
Ul | %S
So high! | Yes.

364

Zhége gongzuo gishi wo juéde shi man hao de
A TAR SR AT 2 2RI 1Y)
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Actually, | thought the (second) job was quite nice.

365
yinwei tamen gang kaishi, shi y1 gé xin de péixun jigou
AT TN G, & — AN R I

They had just started it and it was a new training center.

366
ranhou tamen shi hén youhao de
IR A TS AR AT 1

So they were very friendly.

367
Nage shihou shi wd xuéxi Zhongwén zuihdo de shike,
TRAN B A2 3 25 2] v ST A IS Z),

It was the best time for me to learn Chinese

368
yinwei wo zai y1 gé bangongshi jiu kéyi
A FAE— DI A S AT LA

because in the office, | could

369
ting wo Zhonggud de téngshi shudhua, rdnhou women zai goutong
W 8 b ] ) [ i i, AR5 FRATTAE VA i

listen to my Chinese co-workers speak Chinese and communicate with them.

370
Wodmen jiushi xiaw l3i gongzuo,
FAT R T AR IAE,

We would work in the afternoons,

371
ranhou méi shiging kéyi zud wémen xiangyao zuo de shiging,
IR ST AT DU T AR e ) 4

and if we didn't have (classes), we could do whatever we wanted.

372
sudyi juéde shi ting bucuo de.
FT A SEA3 2 BEAEE Y

So | thought it was nice.

373

Danshi dao le houmian ganjué
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(EFSE @RIl
But later, | felt that

374

zhege gongzuo méiyou hén duo de xiuxi shijian,
A TARRAH IR Z AR S 5],

this job didn't offer much time off.

375
jiushi shuang xit, danshi women fangjia de shijian bushi hén duo.
FUERUR, B RATBUR B T ARIRZ .

We were getting two days off every week, but not much vacation.

376
Ranhou juéde péixun jigou shi tai jia de, yinwei wo...
RS S| EVIR AP = N 4= P PSS

Also, | thought the training center was very fake, (the school wasn't serious about teaching).

377
Nage shihou wo hdishi feichdng renzhén shangke,
TRAS 3L R AR AR BER,

At that time, | was still very serious about my job.

378
ranhou wo ti chlai de wenti zhége xiaozhang jiu bu jiéjué,
IR )5 FF R ] X AN RS AN R

But the issues | raised (regarding teaching) were never dealt with by our principal

379

ranhou juéde yé bushi hén hao.
)G AR WA RIRET .

and | felt it was not nice.

380

Hai you yige wenti, zhége chéngshi jiu méiydu shiging zuo de,
A — AN, XA B FAF

Another problem was that in that city, there wasn't much to do.
381

chabuduo zhiyodu lidng gé shangchang.

EARZ REWA Y.

There were only two shopping malls.

382
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Y1 ge shi nage Tianhdng, shi wo gongzud de difang
— RIS REL, AR TAEM T

One was Tianhong, which was where | worked

383
ranhou lingwai y1 gé shangchang.
RIE TN — .

and then another one.

384

Sudyi juéde yinggai shi chéngshi de wenti, jiushi...

JIT RASE A3 N 122 3 T ) T, st

Therefore, | thought it was probably the problem of the city, it was...

385
Haiyou jiushi wo youkong de shihou méiydu huddong,
AT B A 7 B R B AT G 3

(Also), when | was off from work (usually during weekdays), | couldn’t do any activities

386
yinwei dajia dou zai gongzuo.
BRI R S HAE TAE

because everyone else was working.

387
Ranhou wo zai gongzuo de shihou dajia jiu xiaban le
SR G TRAE TAEMIBHE R Kt NE T

When | was working, others were off.

388
Dui, jiushi yao qu shéjiao zhdo xin péngyou zhdaobudao
XF, R B AL SR I AR A B

So, you couldn't socialize with other people and make new friends.

389

Dui, sudyi juéde bl yinggai shi zhéyang.
XF, BT ASEAF AN 122 XA o

Right, | thought it shouldn't be this way,

390
Sudyi xiang lizhi, jiushi zhdo wo xianzai de gongzuo.
Fir AR B IR, o HR R IAE 1) AR .

so | wanted to quit and look for a new job, which is the one | have right now.
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391
Sudyi dangshi wod shi anzhao hétong,
T PA I R AL IR A

According to our contract,

392
zhege hétong shuo de shi wo tigian liang ge yue, kéyi zéu de.
NG FRUHZRIRATH AT, TRUER.

if | gave a 2-month notice, | could leave.

393
Zhonggué de falli gishi shi yi gé yué.
o R S — N H

Actually, according to Chinese law, | only needed to give a 1-month notice.

394
Ni shi shuo tigian lidng ge yué gaosu ldoban jiu kéyi | Gaosu laoban
PR VIR H S IRl LA | & IFER

You mean if you told your boss about it two month in advance, it would be okay? | Yes.

395

Dui, jiu kéyi z6u

XF, AT A

Right, then | could leave.

396
Dao le giyuefen tamen shud, woémen bl tédngyi, bl rang ni zou.
B 7B AT, RAOIAERE, AbRE.

But in July (3 months later), they said | couldn't leave.

397
Weishénme ne?

Ft AW ?
Why?

398
Tamen xllyao y1 gé héfa de ldosht
AT 75 2 — A BRI 2T

Because they needed a legal teacher.

399
Lingwai de laosh1 bushi héfa de?
FHMIZ A B ?

Their other teachers weren't legal?
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400
Dui, gita de shi daxuéshéng huozhé méiydu zhéngque de gianzhéng.
Xf,  Hofth R RS AR B B IE R O ARAIE

Right, the other teachers either had a student visa or didn't have a proper (work) visa.

401
Jingcha 1ai jiancha de shihou, qita de téngshi tamen bu zai,
ORI BN, HAh 1) [F S A AT ANE

When the police came for an inspection, the other teachers would (leave).

402
zhége xiaozhang gén wo shuo, ta shuo,
EARACIRIR B, A,

And my principal would ask me

403
ni kéyi gén ta shuo ni shi women wéiyi de laoshi?
AT AR Al 158 R A2 FAT T ME— B 22 i 2

to tell the police that | was the only teacher in the school.

404
W shuo jingcha [di de shihou, wo jill jiazhuang wo ziji buhui Zhongwén.
U GRS E, FEERIE AT

| would tell him that when the police comes, | will simply pretend that | can't speak Chinese.

405
Qishi tamen ydudian ba zhege shiging youdian tuoyan

HAAHEX A H AT S

So, actually they just wanted to postpone (letting me go because | was their only legal teacher).

406
W& shud na tamen bl anzhao hétong, na wd jiu tingxia gongzuo.
U AT LIRS, Bl TR

So | said (to myself), since they didn't follow the contract, | should just stop going to work.

407
Yinwei natian shi zhouliu,
BRI RTINS,

Since it was a Saturday that day,
408

wo xlyao déngdao zhouyi cdi néng

W ZE B — A REJT I
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I had to wait until Monday

409
jiushi qu yixie bumén rdnhou téusu yixia.

gL I VR R RF— .

to file a complaint (about the school not following the contract) in some (governmental)

department.

410
W0 qu le nage banli gianzheng de difang,
RE TIBA P BRBUE T

| went to the place for processing visas,

411
zai banli gianzhéng de difang,
TETpERZSAE R T

but while there,

412
wo juéde ta yijing gén zhége laoban jiushi youxié guanxi,
3t L ERIZ A B LR R,

| sensed that the staff had a close connection with my boss

413

tamen buhui bang wo.
AT I

and they probably wouldn't help me.

414
Danshi wd qu le nage gong'anju de shihou, wo renshi nage jingcha,
BEREE TR~ mHmHE, FNPIRANEE,

But when | went to the police station, | recognized a policeman there

415
yinwei shi li jiancha women xuéxiao de nage jingcha | Jiushi nage jingcha
BRI A o2 KA A A T A A R IR AN 52 | TR A 52

because he had gone to our school to do an inspection. | That policeman!

416

h3oxiang wd nlipéngyou jiushi ydu shiging jiushi xiyao gongzud
GBI AR AR A 1R il 5 AR

(On that day), my girlfriend had some work to do,

417
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ta bang wo xié y1 gé xinxi, jiéshi yixia zhege qgingkuang.
LS —MEE, R NG
so she could only help by writing a message to explain the situation

418
Ranhou jiu géi ta kan, ranhou ta de bidoging jiu...
RigEiathg, RIEMIERE...

and when | showed it to the policeman, his face was like this.

419
Ta shuo, niyao qu ldodong zhongcai.
fibiid, ARELTFEP .

He said: "You need to go to the Arbitration Commission".

420
QU ldodong zhongcai wo dai le hétong,
RI7 b EIR TA A,

| went there with my contract

421

ranhou ta shuo tamen bukéyi zheyangzi.

IR G AR BABATA AT DU RE T

and (the staff there) said that the school couldn't do this (to me).

422
Sudyi tamen jiu géi zhege xuéxiao dadianhua
FT DABATT s 451X A AT HL

So they called my school

423
shuo nihao, wo shi ldodong zhdngcai de rényudan
VARG, AT E AR

and said that they were from the Arbitration Commission.

424
ranhou ta shuo, na ni gén ldoban jiushi goutong yixia,
R, IRVRERESOR & VaE— T,

They told me to communicate with my boss

425
ranhou y1 fénzhong tamen jit téngyi.
IRIE — o Bl AT R [F)

and a minute later, my boss agreed (to let me go).
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426
W faxian wo yinggai qu ldodong zhongcai zhthou,
TRIMIENLZ LT P ),

After | found out that | could go to the Arbitration Commission (to solve disputes),

427
wo qu le ldoddng zhongcdi jiu téusu zhege Shangrao de laoban
W& T I ERARRIZA BRI

| went back to Shangrao to file a complaint about my Shangrao boss.

428

Jiushi méiyou fa ni gongzi de nage laoban | Dui
WU A AR TR | %)

The boss that didn't pay you? | Right.

429

Ranhou na dao le gongzi ma?
R ER| T L2

Did you get the salary (later)?

430
Sudyi shi zheyangzi,
By A IX AT

Here's what happened.

431
Diyici qu de shihou, wé shi yigérén qu de.
R ERRE, T2 —DAE.

| went there alone the first time

432

Ranhou tamen shuo okay, women hui lianxi dao zhége laoban.
RIE AT okay, FRATTSHR AR B IXASZAH

and the staff there said they would contact the boss.

433
Danshi women xtyao kai gé hui, sudyi ldoban yao lai de,
ERBMTFEITA 2, FrblBERT,

But we would need to have a meeting and the boss would need to come,

434
sudyi xtiyao yi gé fanyi.
LA Rl

so | needed a translator.
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435
Ranhou jiushi zai zhege kaihui shang, jiushi wOmen jiéshi yixia gingkuang.
RIGHRAERZ M= b, R AT — T M.

During the meeting, we explained the situation.

436
Zhége laoban jiu ki zhe shuo, wdmen dui tamen taihaole.
KA BB RE VL, AR TRE: T .

The boss cried and said: "We were so nice to them!"

437

Shi nage nii I3obdn? | Dui
e LZER? | X
A female boss? | Right.

438
Tamen zénme kéyi zheyangzi, jiushi téust wd zénme zénme
AT E AT LR T2 Wi RiFIEAEA

"How could they do this to us!" and so on.

439
danshi women ba sudydu de Weixin zhengju dayin chdlai le,
ERFATE A G IESEIT BN IR 1

But we printed all the evidence from WeChat

440
sudyi tamen yijing zhidao zhege ldoban jiushi bu jie dianhua,
T DUABATT L 28 FTE X AN AR A LT

and it was clear that the boss didn't answer our phone calls

441
ranhou jiushi buli wémen.
SR R R AN ERRAT

and refused to talk to us.

442
Sudyi women gian le y1 gé xiéyi,
FrAFRAT2E T — AN

So (in the end), we signed an agreement
443

shuo dao niandi yao quanbu jit fa wan zhége gongzl.

LR RE AR 581X T H
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which required them to pay me by the end of the year.

444
Danshi dao le yuandan jié, wanshang shiyt didn ban,
HRR 7 CET, M b+— g,

But on New Year's Eve, 11pm,

445

wo yizhi zai géi ta dadianhua rdnhou hai bu jié, ranhou ta jiu méi fa
KB RS HIGR A, AR K

| kept calling (the boss) and she still didn't answer. So she didn't pay me.

446

Nage shi zuihouyitian ta yinggai fa wan gongzi?
TRAN R i Jei — Rt Nz K 58 Tt ?

That was the last day she was supposed to pay?

447

Zuihouyittian fa wan gongzi
R KRS TH

Yes.

448
sudyi zhége houmian xiiyao zhao llishi zai zuo le gé xiéyi,
T BLIX A J T 7 SRR I AR 1A

So, I needed to find a lawyer to make another agreement (with the boss).

449

ranhou shuo, ni xdyao anzhao zhége xiéyi jil zuodao.
RIG UL, PR E A XS WS R

It stated that she had to follow the contract.

450
Wodmen mashang yao zhixing de shihou, ta jiu fa wén le.
BATE FEPATIB R, R T .

Just as we were about to enforce the order, she paid me.

451

Jitshi zuihou zhége gongzi shi tongguo laodong zhongcai yao huilai le | Dui
o e XA T8l 57 s B Bk T | XS

So you got your salary through the Arbitration Commission. | Right.

452

Na ni Yiwi de zhé fén gongzuo shi yi gé gudji xuéxiao, dui ba?
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TSR S B A T AR — AN BR A, RHIE?

Your job in Yiwu is in an international school, right?

453

Zhége gongzuo zénme zhdodao de ne?
A TAEBARBI e ?

How did you get this job?

454
Nimen shi tongguo shénme zhao gongzuo de?
PRAT R E A A4 TR ?

How do you guys look for jobs?

455
Shi tongguo zhongjie de, jil hén dud Weixin qun,
e A, R 2 E R,

Through middle men. There are many WeChat groups for it

456

ranhou zhongjie, ranhou shi mianfei de
RIGTHI, RG-S

and the service is free.

457
rdnhou yinwei waigudrén shao, yinwei yiging de yudnyin
I EINANE N, B E B JR B

Due to the pandemic, there were very few foreigners,

458
shi hén réngyi zhdo gongzuo.
TR R TAE.

so it was easy to find a job.

459
Haiyou gén ni de huzhao ydu guanxi.
AR IRA KR .

It also has to do with your passport.
460
Yinweéi Méigudrén zhao gongzuo bi kénéng Nanféei rongyi yixie

PR g 56 B N 4R A EE AT RE R R 5 —

It might be easier for Americans than South Africans to find a job.

461
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Weishénme ne?
Rt Ae?
Why?

462
Yinweéi hén dud de zhongjie, haiyou xuéxiao,
AR Z A 01 51K,

Because many middle men, schools

463

haiyou jiazhang jiushi ydudian gishi Nanfei zhege gudji
A FK R A AR IR A [E £

and parents discriminate against South Africa.

464

Tamen juéde Méigud kouyin, Yinggud kduyin shi zui xiangyao de kduyin.
fATI e A 26 B 1, S R AR AR

What they want the most are American and British accents.

465
Qishi wo juéde bushi hén zhongyao de yinweéi...
ST A RAR HE IR A ...

Actually, I don't think it's important because...

466
Erqgié Nanféi de kduyin y& hén gingchu
i H RN DS BARE

Also, South African accent is very clear.

467

Tamen youdian xiang Ying shi de kduyin, dui ba? | Dui
MATA SR D, e ? | XS

They sound like British, right? | Yes.

468
Qishi yigidn wo yé zai péixun jigou shang guo ban ma,
FLSEPART F A AERE IIHLAL L BT,

| used to work in a training center,

469

ranhou wo zhidao women xuéxiao dehua,
IR FRATE A 1R 1

and in our school,
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470
shi dangran géng yuanyi zhao laizi Yingwén wéi muyu de gudjia
& IR T I R AH R H SOy RHE B E 2K

we preferred to hire English native speakers,

471
birdshuo Jianada, Méigud zhéxié.
Feinyi gk, 3% Hix L,

such as those from Canada and the US.

472
Danshi youdeshihou zhao budao dehua,
B2 AT ) I HE A 218

But sometimes, when we couldn't get teachers from those countries,

473
wodmen yé& hui zhao lizi birdshud Eludsi de ya
AT 2 FE K B e an i 2 B v

we would also hire teachers from Russia

474
huozhé shi Feizhou de gudjia de waijiao.
B R AR E 2K AL

or Africa.

475
BlUguo ne jiazhdng dehua, tamen shi géng xiwang waijiao shi bairén
AW F A, AT E A AN EOE A A

However, the parents would prefer white teachers

476
yinwei jiushi kanqilai jiushi géng xiang hui shuo Yingwén de,
BRI DN 52 B e SR A 2 BEAR o T D

because they looked more like they could speak English,

477
napa ni shi laizi Eludst de.
WA R A2 R AR T o

even if they were from Russia.

478
Sudyi ni zuowéi héirén,
B MR N BN,

So as a Black,
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479
zai Zhonggud zhdo gongzuod hui géng kinnan ma? Xiangbi bairén dehua
FE R [ 3R TAF 2 SRS ? A EE B TR

do you find it more difficult to find a job compared to white people?

480

Gang kaishi de shihou, wd juéde hui you kuinnan.
WIDT R H I, 3515 2 A

At the beginning, | think it was hard.

481
Yinweéi wo diyt fén gongzuo, wo yijing xuanzé qu Ha'érbin.
BN — 1 TAE, ROEGiEFEERIRKE,

Because for my first job, | initially chose Harbin,

482
Danshi tamen shuo bu haoyisi, women bu jieshou héirén.
HRAMEATRA S, RATAEZ BN

but they said: "Sorry, we don't accept Blacks."

483
Danshi dao le houmian yiging kaishi de shihou, zhége yaoqiu jiu méi le.
BRF] T e mE IR e, XANERHE T .

However, later as the pandemic started, this requirement no longer existed.

484

Nage Ha'érbin shi zhijié gén nishud bu zhao héirén waijiao?

TRANPE 7R e B ERAR UL AN HH BB N AR 22

Did the school in Harbin tell you directly that they didn't hire Black teachers?

485

Zhége zhongjie shi shuo de
XA VL

The middle man told me.

486
Na tamen zénme zhidao ni shi héirén ne?

HRABATTE A FNTE R A e AW ?
How did they know you were Black?

487

Wodmen xlyao fa yi ge shipin, sudyi tamen zhidao de.

FATTE ZR A, B AT RTE Y -
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We needed to send them a video (of ourselves), so they knew.

488

W0 zhidao zhége wenti cunzai,
FENE XA ] AL

| was aware of this issue,

489
wo hui zhijie da Zhongwén zi, shuo you zhege weénti ma?
KEEHEIT ST, WA XA A ?

so | would ask them in Chinese if this was a problem.

490

Ranhou ydude shuo, ydude
RIEEMIUL, AW

And they would say, "yes".

491
ranhou tamen shénzhi hui géi wo kan ta gén xuéxiao jiushi zhége duihua,
IR IE AT 2 2 45 OB AR A R XA X

(The middle man) even showed me the conversation between him and the school.

492
ranhou xuéxiao shuo le, buyao héirén
RIEHRUL T, AEBAN

The school said they didn't want Black teachers

493
ni kéyi zhao yixié bdirén féi muyu zhé.
YRR AR — 2 3 NARRREF

and asked him to find white non-native English speakers.

494
Ni juéde weishénme xuéxiao bl yuanyi zhao héirén waijiao ne?
RGEAFNH A PR E S BN E I ?

Why do you think schools don't want to hire Black teachers?

495

Yinweéi jiazhdang tamen kénéng shou de jiaoyu bushi tébié gao,
PR R AABAT T PT RE 32 (1 208 AN Je el s

Because the parents might not be highly educated,

496

sudyi tamen bu zhidao Méigud ydu héirén,
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By MABATT A FniE 55 A BN
so they don't know that there are Blacks in the US

497
ranhou tamen bu zhidao xifang gudjia shi zénmeyang de.
IR A TAN FTE P 07 1 5% B AR

and they don't know how Western countries are.

498

Danshi wo juéde shi xuéxiao yinggai jiao tamen de,

{H 2 AT 2 F R NZ BURA T,

| think schools should educate (the parents) about this,

499
tamen zhi yuanyi zhuangian,
(R MPRY/ Y=Y &5

but they just want to make money.

500
yé bushi zhénzhéng de jiaoyu tamen
A FAEH A AT

They aren't really educating people.

501
Gang kaishi de shihou, wd shuo wo kéyi dang Yingyu ldosht shi duo nidn,
WIDT 4R B, 3R AT LG9 if 2+ 2 4,

At the beginning, | thought | could be a teacher for many years,

502
yinwei zhé shi yi ge féichang hao de gongzuo.
BRI A — N AEH 4 1 AR

because it's a really nice job.

503

Danshi dao le zuihou,
(EPCEINS =R

But in the end,

504
wo zhidao zhége tamen blugudn ni de shangkée zhiliang shi zénmeyang,
PENE IR MATIAE IR R S AR,

I understood that they don't care about teaching quality.

505
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zhiyao jiazhang fuqian jiu kéyf,
KA AT L,

As long as parents are willing to pay

506
huozhé zhiyao ni paizhao hén haokan jiu kéyi.
B R BRI RIR B AT L.

and you look good in photos, that's good enough.

507

Weishénme hai xilyao paizhao haokan?
N AE R B IR AT ?

Why do you need to look good in photos?

508
Yinweéi tamen xUyao... zénme shuo? Da gudnggao
RN R . EABL? 1) 4%

Because they need to... how to say? To advertise.

509

Ni juéde zai Zhonggud zhichang gén Méigud de zhichang yéu buténg ma?
R 58 AFAE v B B R 3 [ R R 3 A AN [R] 0 2

Do you think the workplace in China is different from that in the US?

510
Jit birdshuo téongshi zhijian hdiydu laoban zhijian.
A G ANt [R] 2 TR R[]

For example, between co-workers and the boss.

511
Zai Zhonggud xliyao qu yixié gongzuod hou de yixié hudédong.
7 B 75 B — 2 TAE e 1) — 235 3

In China, we need to attend activities after work.

512
Chifan ma? | Dui
A TLC NI )

Having dinners? | Yes.

513
Ranhou bunéng tai zhijie, xiyao wéiwan yidian
RIEARERKERE, THERG— A

Also, we cannot be too direct.
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514
wo gén wo de zhujiao zai y1 gé péixun jigou shangban,
IR B BAE — DRI B,

When | worked with my teaching assistant in a training center,

515
wdmen you xié maodun,
PAT LT G,

and we had some conflicts,

516

jiu birdshuo wo juéde wo yinggai shi z€nme zénmeyang,
AL AN B F A N Z R B A B ARE,

for example, | thought | should (teach) in a certain way,

517
ta juéde bushi, wd yinggai zénme zénmeyang
fse A E, RN IZEAEAR

but my teaching assistant didn't agree,

518
Na xiaozhang kénding hui gén zhege Zhonggudrén jiu téngyi, dui ba?
TRRACH E PRI A E AR =, xhig?

the principal would surely agree with the Chinese staff, right?

519
Sudyi manman wo jiu lidojié,
Fr A AS Ht 1 A,

Slowly, | came to realize that

520
wo 1ai Zhonggud gishi wd bushi y1 gé Yingyu laoshi,
ook [ LS RAZ — A HAEZ T,

I am not really an English teacher.

521

géng xiang shi y1 gé Yingyl méte.

B — D IETERR

I am more like an model (for school marketing photographs).

522

vvvvvv

AN P AR DORBA 1A e 4
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(With us, the school can claim) that they have foreign teachers, and so the students will sign up

for the courses.

523
Sudyi xianzai buhui you maodun,
A BAEEA ST &,

Now, | don't have conflicts (with my co-workers)

524
yinwei wo zhidao gishi wd bushi yi ge zhénzheng de laoshi.
BRI O 30 TE S AN & — N HAE 2.

because | know that | am not here to teach.

525
W0 kai ge kongtido, buxing
BIATW, AT

If I want to turn on the air conditioner, | cannot.

526

XUyao wen yixia zhége banzhuren.

i 2 o] — NP EAT.

| need to ask the head teacher for permission.

527
Zhigian hui zhijie kai, xuésheng hui gdnmao.
ZHI S HEIT, FAERKE.

In the past, | would just turn it on, but (the head teacher would say that) the students might get a

cold.

528

W0 diyici tingdao shuo, xuésheng hui gdnmao
PE W25, FAESKE

When | heard about this for the first time,

529

W0 shuo a?
R ?

| said: "What?!"

530

Jit hén zirdn zhege fanying, ranhou shi ydudian méi [imao de.

AR BRI L, PR JE A AL -

I naturally had this reaction, but it was a little impolite.
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531
Sudyi okay... Danshi xianzai wo dong le
ATl okay... {H2IERKE T

So okay... now | understand.

532
Sudyi hui dai shang wd ziji de, z€nme shuo? Dianshan féng
Prileif EIRECH, EBAUt? HEX

So | would bring my own... how to say? Electrical fan.

533
Dianféngshan
CENANz)

Electrical fan (the correct term).

534
Ranhou dai zhe nage | Sirén dianféngshan, shi ba?
RIG A | RN, EE?

And bring... | Your personal fan, right?

535

Sirén, dui

BN, Xf

Right, personal (fan).

536

Sudyi zai Méigud kai kongtido buhui gdnmao ma?

T LALE 6 [H T 2 AN RE 1 2

So in the US, people don't get a cold with the AC on?

537

Zai Méigud, women érshi si ge xidoshi kai kongtido.
FELE, AT AT

In the US, we have an AC on 24 hours (a day).

538
Jiti birdshud wémen qu xuéxiao gaozhong,
e i J AT L ARG

For example, in high school,

539
xiatian wo chuan yi gé maoy1 de nage
BREF—DEBRIIBA

we wear sweaters in summertime.
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540

you maozi de nage... | Nage jiao weiyl
BIEFHAA . | AAI A

The kind with a hood... | Hoodies.

541

Ranhou hui chuan zhege, yaoburan tai Iéng
RIERFIZEA, EARKA

We will wear this, otherwise it will be cold.

542

Ranhou limian kai kongtido? | Limian yizhi kai kongtido
e Bmmotasi? | B — BT

And the ACis on? | Yes, all the time.

543

Na ni weishénme bu chuan bdo yididn, ranhou buyao kai kongtido ne?
AR AT T — i, RJaAZIT e ?

Why don't you wear something lighter and turn off the AC?

544
BU zhidao, jiushi wdmen ydu zhege xiguan.
ANFNE, AT IZA 1.

I don't know. It's just our habit.

545

Sudyi wd niipéngyou yé shi zhidao de.

JT AR 22 AR A A2 A 1

My girlfriend also knows about this (habit).

546
Ranhou wdmen kai de kongtido yé shi yi ge wénhua chayi
R Ja AT i e — 2

And the use of an air conditioner is also a cultural difference.

547

W0 kai de kongtido shi shiba du | Youdian léng
TP+ | A A%

| like to set the AC 18 degrees. | That's a little cold.

548

Danshi ta yiban shi érshi liu du | Ershi liu ma?

BRI — e N | N ?
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But she usually makes it twenty six. | 26?

549

Dui | WO yé juéde ershi liu du bijiao hao
Xf | Ft s N R

Right. | I also think 26 is good.

550
Ni gén ni nlipéngyou shi z&nme rénshi de?
PRERAR LR A T8 AR ?

How did you met your girlfriend?

551
Wodmen shi zai nage péixun jigou
BATRAETIAFE VI

We met in that training center.

552
Shangrao de najia? | Dui
BB ? | X

The one in Shangrao? | Yes.

553
Na nimen shi zénme zaiyiqi de ne?
RN B A AE— I WE ?

How did you two start dating?

554

Nage shihou wdmen guanxi ting blcuo de,
TRAS B FATT % R IEANRT

At that time, our friendship was pretty good,

555
dui ta jiushi youdian yduxingqu.
X Wt AT AT PR

and | was interested in her.

556
Youyisi, women shuo | Youyisi, dui, youyisi
AEE, A | AEE, X, AEA

We say "you yisi" instead. | Right, "you yisi" (meaning interested in someone).

557
Sudyi wo qing ta qu kan ge dianying,
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LA R 32 A 15,

So |l invited her to see a movie with me.

558
ranhou ta jiu daying le, chabudud zhéyang jiu kaishi le.
R MURE N T, EAZXEHITME T .

She agreed and that was roughly how we started.

559
Hao kuai | Dui
GEPR | R

So quick! | Right.

560

Danshi zhigidn dehua, wo yé xiazai jiu birdshuod Tinder rdnhou Tantan.
HRZ AT, Jd T Bl b aniid Tinder 28 )5 #8944

But before that, | also downloaded Tinder and Tantan (dating apps).

561

Danshi juéde yduxié rudnjian shi buhao,

B S LA 2 AT

But | feel that some of these apps weren't good,

562
jiushi bunéng xiangxin nabian de rén.
R ABEARE IR IL N o

and we cannot trust people on them.

563
Yinwei tamen kénéng shi zuo yixié zhapian | Sha zhi pan
R AT TR e A — 28 VE S | R A8 AL

Because they might be scammers. | Pig-butchering scam.

564
Dui, zhén de ydude | Ni péngdao guo ma?
X, FEA R | RGBS ?

Right, there really is (such a thing)! | Have you encountered any?

565
W5 jide cong yi gé app shang jili rénshi yi gé niide,
FadBMN—A> app LELR—N 1,

I remember | met a girl on one of the apps

566
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ta shi zai y1 gé anmo dian shangban.
AL — A EE G BT,

and she was working in a massage parlour.

567
Ranhou jide yici women zai y1 gé kaféiting,
)G IR — IR FATHE—UNHE)T

| remember once, we were in a coffee shop

568
ta shud na wo gianjitian jiu pai yixié zhaopian,
G W B BHT LA A — Le [

and she said that she took some photos.

569
W06 shuo, na ting bucuo
it HEAE

| said, nice.

570
Sudyi ni xiang kankan ma? W shuo, o okay
FrUAREEF? Ji, MR okay

She asked me if | wanted to see them and | said, okay.

571
ranhou ta géi wo kan, rdnhou shi chuan de... | Méi chuan ma?
W IARE, WIFRFI... | BFS?

She showed me that she wore... | Wore nothing?

572

Jiushi youdian bu zhidao zénme shuo | Baolu
WARH RARIEE AU | B

I don't know how to say it. | Revealing?

573
Dui, youdian baolu de yifu
XF, A R R AR

Yes, a little revealing.

574

W jiu shuo, kénéng shi lingwai de yisi ba, dui
P, AR A SR, X

So | thought, she might have other thoughts.
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575
Danshi yduxié wénhua de chayi jiu birdshuo
{ER AT Le 304 1 22 S 5t et 5t

There are some cultural differences, for example,

576
zai Zhonggud, gang kaishi jiushi yduyisi de shihou,
fEHE, Wt aR 2 =8 %,

in China, when two people are interested in each other,

577
zhi hui fa yixié duanxin.
Rek—551E.

they will only exchange messages at first.

578
Danshi zai Méigué hui zhuanmén qu y1 gé difang jit jianmian, ranhou...
ERARESLTE -y, R5..

But in the US, we will find a place to meet.

579

Jit qu yuéhui le | Dui, yuéhui
MEAZT | X, Az
To date. | Right.

580

Kénéng zai Méigud, ni qu yuéhui de shihou
ATRBTEE [, PREL2 RIS

Perhaps in the US, when people date,

581

jiushi péngyou guanxi, rdnhou yuéhui yici de guanxi
MRMKRR, RELE—IRHIKR

they're still friends.

582

Zui da de chayi shi women kéyi lashdu huozhé jiushi kénéng hui yongbao,
BRI 22 S e JATTA] PARL T 33 it 2 P e 44,

The only big difference is that they can hold hands or hug (on the first date).

583

danshi Zhonggué buxing.
ERFEAT,

But in China, this is not accepted.

mandarincorner.org

67



What is it Like Being a Black American in China?

584
Sudyi youxie shihou jiushi hui, na baibai xiaci jian, jiu zhéyang
Fr DA e g2 2, HFFE TR, Bt

So sometimes, | will try to (hug) when saying good bye.

585

tamen shuo, 3, no!
aAIYE, T, No!
They will say: "Oh no!"

586

Sudyi juéde kénéng zhébian youdian géng haixia yixié.
JrLASEAS T B IR T A R B 25— L

So | feel that people here might be a little more shy.

587
Na ni gén ni nlipéngyou zaiyiqi jidowang de shihou,
TRAR BRAR 2 R ACAE — S A2 A B ISk,

When you're with your girlfriend,

588
you faxian shénme wénhua chayi ma?
BRI LS 27 50 2

do you notice any cultural differences?

589

Jiushi zai waimian bunéng bidoshi ai, zhé shi zui da de.
MRAEANEIABER R %, RIiEm A .

The biggest one is that we cannot show affection in public.

590
Ranhou ta shud, ni shi waigudrén
RIEad, RAZESNE N

She would say: "You're a foreigner,

591
sudyi jiushi hén duo rén jiu hui kan zhe.
Al 2R 2 N =B %

and many people will look at us."
592

Jiushi y1 kaishi ganjué ydudian bushifu.

Wi — IR IR KA AR
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At the beginning, she would feel uncomfortable.

593

Chule zhege, jiushi jiazhang xtyao téngyi.

Br 72, R KEEAE.

Apart from this, they also need their parents' approval (for the relationship).

594
Danshi nimen méiyou shuo jiéhiin dehua,
ER AR 1A B S U8 11

But if you two haven't gotten to the point of marriage,

595
jiu bU xtyao jiazhang téngyi ba?
AT R K AR ?

you won't need her parents' approval, right?

596
Dui, danshi ta y1 kaishi jiu gén ta mugin jit shuo yixia,
Xf, A — T R R dt B SR i —

Right, but she told her mother from the beginning

597

wo xianzai ydu nanpéngyou, ranhou ta shi waigudrén.
PRI B, RIEH2ME N

that she had a foreign boyfriend.

598
Ta mugin shi shénmeyang de fanying?
i BESR R AR ) SRR ?

What was her mother's reaction?

599
Kénding bu téngyi
HEANFEZ

Of course, she disapproved.

600

Shi yinweéi ni shi waiguérén ma? | WO juéde shi
SR AIRESNE NG ? | JRe 32
Because you're foreigner? | | think so.

601

Na houmian téngyi le ma? | Houmian téngyi le
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TR T2 | R FE T

Did she approve later? | Yes.

602
Zénme téngyi de?
BAFER?

How?

603

Ta shi gén ta de mUgin jiu manman haishi jiéshi zhege qingkuang.
ht 2 ER A R BESR ISR 10 2 R MG L

She tried to explain to her mother about the situation.

604
Ranhou ta gén ta mugin guanxi yé youdian bl dong
RIE M ER M RS ok R A HOAE

Also, | don't understand the relationship between her and her mother.

605
Zai Zhonggud, ni gén ni jiazhang buhui jiushi shuo hén duo shiging,
P E, REIRR KA S R Z FE,

In China, people don't tell their parents about many things.

606
you hén dud mimi.
HIRZ M

They have a lot of secrets.

607

Danshi wd shudo wdmen jiaowang
B R U HATZE

| told her that we had been together

608

kénéng lidng nidn san nian, yijing shi lidng nidn san nian
AIREMIAE =4, DA RME =4

for two, three years,

609

sudyi wo yinggai jiushi rénshi ni de jiazhang,

FT AR B iZ08 2 N RIR I K G

| should meet her parents

610
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ranhou women yé buyao jiu méici kénéng chiimén
SRIGIRATEA A T REHE ]

so that every time we go out

611
huozhé zuo shiging zai Shangrao,
B s A L,

or do things in Shangrao, we won't be

612
jiushi pa | Pa péngdao
MR | RS

afraid... | To run into them?

613
Shi xido chéngshi, sudyi sudyou rén zhidao women zai jiaowang.
e/, BT AT N FTE JATIHEA AT .

It's a small city, so everyone knew that we were dating.

614
Ranhou shuo, na jiushi rang wo gén ni de fumu jiu jianmian ba.
SRIE UL, TSHE AL IR ERAR I S BE R WL TRIVE

So | said, let me meet your parents.

615
Ranhou ta shuo wd tai haipa, buxing
RIE M FORFE, AT

But she said she was very scared.

616

Danshi wd jia le ta mlgin de Weixin,
BN 1t BER S

| added her mother's WeChat

617
ranhou jit shuo, na women kéyf jianmian, ranhou chi hudguo
SRIE U, ARFATAT LT, SR A KR

and asked her to meet with us. We went to eat hotpot.

618
ranhou hén dud shihou wo shi shud Zhongwén,
IR Z I P2 v g,

Many times, | spoke Chinese
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619
ta mama shi shuo Zhongweén,
At 3 4 e i S

with her mother,

620

danshi ta shuod Yingwén.

(D3 RS

but my girlfriend spoke English.

621
Weishénme?
ot
Why?

622

Yinwei ta shuo wo tai haipa le.
DA gttt 63RO T

Because she was too scared.

623
Na diyici jianmian de shihou shi shénmeyang ne?
TR B — U DAL T PR B A8 2 A4 R 2

What was it like when you met her mother for the first time?

624

Jiushi ta mama gén ni shud shénme le ma?
AR IS UL ER VR LA 4 752

What did her mother tell you?

625

Nage shihou ta yijing mai le fang,

A eI 23K T b,

At that time, my girlfriend had already bought a house,

626
danshi ta mama shuo wo xiwang ni kéyi zai mai yitao fangzi
{H 2 b b 3 e A BR AR AT DL SE — & By 1

but her mother still wanted me to buy another one.

627
Na ni dangshi tingdao zhége shi shénme fanying?
TRAR i Uy 2T A A [ R ?

What was your reaction when you heard this?
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628
Yijing zhidaole
SRS

| was aware of this before.

629
Ta shud ni qu k3olli, ni b3 zhéxié shiging jintian shud de shiging qu kiolli.
Wit R EFERE, IRIEXEEE S RN HEE EFEE.

She told me to consider it.

630

Ranhou wo shuo okay.
SRJE UL okay.

| said okay.

631
Danshi dao le hdumian jiu Zhonggué de fangdichan
B2 T i Tl o L s s

Later, the real estate industry in China

632
fangdichan jiu tebié buhao, sudyi kénding bu xdyao mai fangzi.
M R R, BT L R A B T

became bad, so | didn't need to buy one.

633
Wodmen jianmian zhthou, yé hui qu ta de waigong haiydu waipd jia chifan.
BAVNM 5, BB AEA IMEF IR

After we met, we would also go to her grandparents' home to eat.

634

Ranhou tamen yé shi bu tai téngyi, danshi manman téngyi le.
RGN RA KRS, HEEEFEE T .

They also didn't approve of us, but slowly, they did.

635
Danshi téngyi zhihou, wo qu nali hdishi youdian bushafu.
HRREZE, WEBRILEE AT K.

Even after they approved, | still felt uncomfortable being there.
636

Yinweéi zai Méigud hui zhijie weén ni, ni zuijin zénmeyang?
BRIAAE SR B 2 AR IAAR, IRERIa B ARE?
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In the US, (when we meet parents), they would ask us: "How have you been lately?"

637

Ranhou hui wen ni zuijin jiu jingli guo shénmede.
UYEELIR S = Sliw =3 /TpOK § /=08

or "what have you been doing?" and so on.

638
Danshi zai Zhonggud jiu xtiyao shuo, waipd hado, ayi hao
ERAET E AR, SN, Py

But in China, we need to say: "Hi grandmother, hi auntie!"

639
ranhou jiu méile, jiu zhijie chifan.
RIERN T, BLE IR

And that was it. Afterwards, we would go straight to eating.

640

Ranhou méiydushénme guding de huati, jiushi zhége fan hén haochta
IR G B4 ] e BT R, o AR 47z 1

And there was no topics (for discussions). We'd just say, the meal is nice.

641

kénéng tamen bl zhidao yao gén ni shud shénme.

A REARAT A TE EEER AR BT 4

Maybe they didn't know what to talk about with you.

642
Dui, sudyi wo jiu baochi chénmo
XF, BT AR PR UTER

Right, so we remained silence.

643
Danshi baochi chénmo,
{HRRFFUTER,

But when | was silent,

644
faxian qita de rén yé shi yiyang de, jiushi kénéng wan shouji
ROFAB IR — R, g i REDLTAL

everyone else was also the same or they would be on their phones.

645
Na bu hén ganga? | Dui
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AR N2 | %t

Wasn't that awkward? | Yes.

646
Na nimen lid zai xiangchl de guochéng zhong,
TRARAT P AEAR AL I FE

When you're with your girlfriend,

647
youméiydu yinwei wénhua chayi ér chanshéng shénme mdaodun?
AT R NSO 22 e = A A JE 2

are there any conflicts due to cultural differences?

648
Birdshuo gouwul nage, Tdobdo gouwu
e VR A, )

For example, online shopping on Taobao.

649

Ta zongshi juéde wd mai de gui, mai gui le
1y N2, i =0==h Nid=:=A

I A AR LA 5L, Kot T

She always thinks that | overpaid.

650
Ni hén jingchang zai Tdobao shang maidongxi ma?
PRIRZ e 5 B SRR a2

Do you often shop on Taobao?

651

Zuijin méiydu, zhigian you de
BILEA, ZHAR
Recently, no. But before, yes.

652

Sudyi ta shud ni madi de zhége bao jiu...

JIT DA 50 AR SE B IX AL k..

So she would say: "The bag you bought is...

653
Ta shuo, tai gui le
Wi, Kot

She would say: “Too expensive!

654
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N7 tui diao! Ni bixd yao tui diao!
PRIB4 D YRS ZNEL IR 4 !
Return it! You must return it!"

655

Ranhou tuile ma? | Tuile
MG Tg? R T
Did you return it? | Yes.

656

ranhou, wo bang ni mai

W, WHIRE

She would tell me to let her buy it for me.

657
sudyi zhe shi yT gé wénhua chayji, jiu bix yao shénggian.
PrRLIR & — AN E R, Bl AR .

So this is a cultural difference. We must save money.

658

Danshi qishi wo juéde, wo shi yi ge hén hui shéngqidn de rén.
HERHSEREA, K2 —MESHERKA.

But actually, | am very good at saving money (when | buy things).

659
Duiwdlaishuo, yinwei... | Na shi dui ni ldishuo
XPERUL, AL | A R i

To me, because... | That's what YOU think (about being good at saving money)!

660

Dui w0 ldishuo
xR A

Right, as far as | think.

661
Yinwei wo zhi hui mai sha, haiyou kéchéng
BN A 34, A R

| only buy books and courses,

662
Jiushi wangluo shang yiduiyt de Hanyu ké huozhé Taiyl k&, Zhongwén ke
R ML b — R E IR B ZE R, P oCR

such as Korean, Thai and Chinese language courses.
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663
Chule zhége jiu buhui hua hén duo gian.
B T XA SR 2 5.

Apart from these, | don't spend money.

664
Gdnjué qita waiguodrén,
JEeE HoA AN EN

| feel that other foreigners

665
tamen jiu méitian chi nage hén gui de xican, dui ba?
HATT B RIZB MR B B0 %, X ?

go to expensive western restaurants every day, you know?

666
Ranhou hai hui hejit, sudyi duiyd wé laishuo, wo hui shénggian.
RIGIE ST, P DI TRk, e .

Also, they drink. So | think | am very good at saving money.

667

Haiyou qgita de ma?

A HoAth ey 2

Anything else (that's different)?

668

Rugud chaojia dehua, zénme qu jiéjué zhége wenti.
WERIP BRI, BAE MR A .
(Regarding) how couples resolve arguments...

669
Nimen jingchdng chaojia ma? | BU jingchdng chaojia
NN U N Al I

Do you two often argue? | Not often.

670
Danshi zai Zhonggud, méici wo qu waimian de shihou,
ERAEPE, BRI A0 A,

But in China, every time | go out,

671

jingchdng hui péngdao zhege xianxiang,
ZH SR BIEAIR,

[ run into a scene
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672
jiushi ydu gé niishéng jiushi zhan zai pangbian jiushi zhéyang
H AR A A LA R R i T 55 T XA

where a girl will stand and be like this.

673
Shéngqile
T
Angry?

674

Dui, rdnhou nande jit shuo, o méishi...
XF, e HH, BRCE..

Right, and the guy will say: "Oh, it's okay.

675

BUhaoyisi, wo bushi zhége yisi.
ArE e, AR EE.
I am sorry. | didn't mean that."

676

Duiyu wo ldishuo, shi ydudian youzhi.
XK, A S

To me, that's a little childish.

677
Yinweéi liang gé rén chaojia, na jiushi goutong jiu kéyi de.

BRI PIAS NID SR, S mf A2 Ve S A0 TT A

Because when two people have disagreements, they should communicate.

678

Sudyi zai Zhdnggud juéde kénéng niishéng jiu...
JIT AAE A B 58 45 7T BE 2 2B

So in China, | feel that girls...

679

Nanshéng yao hdng niishéng
S

The guy needs to appease the girl.

680

Dui, sudyi dui wo laishud zhége ydudian qgiguai de.

Xt BT DO BORUUX AN AT BRI
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Right, so it's a little weird to me.

681
Ai, nimen buhui héng niishéng ma?
W, ARATIAN St g A 2

You guys don't try to appease girls (when they're angry)?

682
Jiushi ragud ni nlipéngyou shénggqi le, ni buhui qu hdng ta ma?
AWK LK ER T, AR kg ?

If your girlfriend is angry, won't you try to appease her?

683
BUshi, wdmen lidng gé rén shi chéngrén
Ade, FATHA NN

No, because we're both adults.

684

jiushi zhijie shuo wenti jiu kéyi le | Na ni shi zhinan

WUE BRI AT BL T T ORR 2 B

Just directly talk about the issues. | Then, you're a "straight man"!

Note: "Straight man" is an Internet phrase that refers to a man whose behavior or thought
patterns are very traditional and direct. They're not sensitive to certain social cues or subtleties.

685

Suodyi kénéng gang kaishi de shihou,
JIT CART B WU T- 4R B i fie

At the beginning,

686
jiu birdshuo wo zai Shangrdo, wo you ziji de jia, sudyi ta hui guoldi.
At R AE Bie, A B K, Fridteid k.

when | was in Shangrao, | had my own apartment and she would come to my place.

687
Ragud ta youdian shéngqji, yé shi hui zhéyang
WA AR, MRS

If she was angry, she would act like this.

688

Jit yéudian... zénme shuo?
WA L EAT?

It's a little... How to say?
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689
Duiwolaishuo, ydudian youzhi, héng!
XKL, A R AhHE, L

To me, it's a little childish.

690

Ni zhidao ma?
PRENIE S ?
You know?

691
Ranhou ne? | BU IV ni
RIEWE? | ANERAR

Then what? | She wouldn't talk to me.

692
Zhéme ké'ai? | Duiwdlaishuo, o...
Eam? | ok, M.

So cute! | To me, it's... (unacceptable).

693
Mé&igué de niishéng jiu méiydu zhége
5 8 (1) 2o A eI XA

American girls are not like this...

694
Na ni bu juéde Zhonggud niishéng hén k&'ai ma?
TRARAS B 45 [ A AR AR W] 52 e 2

Don't you think Chinese girls are cute?

695
Dui, yoéudian
X, AR

Yes, a little.

696
Zai Zhonggud jitishi ni nlipéngyou hén shéngqi, ta k&néng hui chimén,
FEH ERURAR O RAR AR, AT Res ],

In China, if your girlfriend is angry and she storms out,

697
ranhou ni xayao zhut ta, dui ba? | Dui
NG IRTR 2B I, XFE? | Xt

you will need to run after her, right? | Yes.
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698

BU zhidao shuo zhége huibuhui dida
AFNE YA SAZIRT

I don't know if | will get a beating for saying this,

699
danshi youyici shi zheyang, ta ydudidan shéngqi ranhou jiu chimén
BRA —IRRIXFE, WA S AESRER T

but once, she was angry and she ran out.

700
ranhou kénéng shi fenzhong shiwl fénzhong zhihou, ta jiu huiqu le.
RIGATRE T+ s 2 Ja, dusel 2 1.

Ten, fifteen minutes later, she came back.

701
Yinwei ni méiydu qu zhut
UNIR A B

Because you didn't run after her.

702
Sudyi ta jiu manman de... z€nme shuo?

PrUA g pe .. A1 ?

So she slowly... how to say?

703

Xiguan gén y1 gé waigudrén jiu tanlian'ai.
IR — N E NSRS

She got used to being with a foreigner.

704
Ranhou wo yé shi ylyang de,
R B —FE,

Same with me.

705

manman yé xiguan gén yi ge Zhongguorén tanlian'ai.
1818t STABER — A P [J IR AR % .

I also slowly got used to being with a Chinese.

706

Gang kaishi jit youdian bu tai ai shuohua.

WIDFAE BAT AR Z 1 o
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At the beginning, she didn't like to talk

707
Jiushi you wenti, bu ai shuohua.
A R, ARV,

when we had conflicts.

708
Xianzai dong le.
PUAENE T

Now she understands.

709

Ta shuo ni yizhi shuo, ni yizhi shuo, ni yizhi shuo

AR —E, R—EU, R—E

(At the beginning) she would say: "You keep talking and talking!"

710

Dui, yinweéi zai Méigud jiushi zhéyangzi.
XF, RIS SE Bl A2 X T

In the US, it's like this:

711
you wenti, na women jil zhijie goutong
A, ARRAT B8

When we have a problem, we will just talk about it.

712

W0 juéde zhege queéshi shi hén da de y1 gé wénhuachongjr.
PAAFZ A LR AR K — 3t mh it .

| think this is indeed a big cultural shock (to a Chinese).

713

Dui, kénéng shi zui da de wénhua chayi zhiyi.

Xf, AIREREm KNI ERZ —.

Right, this might be one of the biggest cultural shocks.

714

Guojié nimen hui song liwu ma?
AR T A ALY 2

Do you give gifts during festivals?

715

Tai shu le zhthou yé buhui fa hén duo de liwu
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KT 2R AR R RIRZ M4

Now that we've been together for a long time, we don't give many gifts.

716
Gang kaishi de shihou hui fa hén duo liwu

NI 45 B I 2 R AR 2 4L
At the beginning, we would buy many gifts

717

ranhou wu er ling huozhé qingrénjié
SRJG 520 B IE AT

on May 20th or Valentine's Day.

718
Fa héngbao ma? | Bushi fa hdngbao
RAME? | AKAA

Do you send red envelopes (with money)? | No.

719
Danshi lushang yourén mai dongxi,
HZ& % A NSEZRY,

But if | saw shops on the street

720

mai hua, mai yixié liwu, rdnhou jiu qu mai de.
SAE, ALY, RJEEiE K.

that sold flowers and gifts, | would buy some.

721

Danshi wo mai wan zhihou, ta shuo xiéexie
EREETEL G, i

But after | bought it, she would

722

Xiéxie ni song wo zhege liwu! Danshi... | BU xthuan ma?
BHERIARIXAALY) ! HAZ. | AR ?

thank me for the gift. However... | She didn't like it?

723
Ta shuo shi dudshao qgidn? W6 shuo shi wushi
it e 2 e i ht

She would ask how much | spent. | would say, fifty yuan.

724

mandarincorner.org



What is it Like Being a Black American in China?

Taé...| Youguile
... | R T

She would be... | Too expensive!

725

BUyao mai! Bié mai le!
RETL L T T !

Don't buy it! (She would say)

726

Langman shashdu, ta shi
IRERT, MR
She's a romance killer.

727
Bénladi hén langman de y1 jian shi, ta jingran shuo gui
ARARIG () —F 5, WFEIR VLT

It was meant to be a romantic gesture, but she said it was expensive.

728
Chule ni ganggang jiang de, haiydu gita de
B T ARMIKIGE, A7 FAth i

Besides what you just mentioned, are there other...

729

jiushi ni juéde Zhonggud niihai gén Méigué niihai,
AR A ] 2 f R S [ 2 %,

Do you think that Chinese girls

730
haiyou qita de buyiyang de difang ma?
AT HAB AN —HE R 7 15 2

are different from American girls?

731
Jiushi youxié waigudérén
W SRV NES PN

Some foreigners

732
Tamen shud wo xidngyao yi gé Zhonggué de niipéngyou
A AT AR — Ao [ (1 A

want to find a Chinese
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733
huozhé Yazhou niipéngyou
BRI il Y3

or Asian girlfriend,

734
yinwei tamen juéde, tamen shi hén tinghua de
BUONABATT 54T, db AT T2 AR 16 1

because they feel that they're obedient.

735

danshi gishi bushi zheyangzi.
B LA IR T

But actually, it’s not true.

736
Xianzai de nlishéng tamen hui tan zhége nannlipingdéng, dui ba?
IRAE ) 2 R AT 122 RIS 55 2P 5, XTI ?

Girls nowadays will talk about gender equality, right?

737
Danshi wd hdishi juéde y1 gé chayi shi
ERRIEZ [ —DZERE

But | think there's a difference and that is,

738

tamen haishi geng more feminine
WA 134 /& B more feminine
(Chinese girls) are more feminine.

739

danshi bushi baifénzhibdi nazhdng... Z&nmeshuod ne?
fHAZAZ 100%Fh... B4 Uile ?

But not 100 %. How do | say it?

740
Jiushi chuan qunzi ranhou you nage tuzi érduo de nazhdng
LI AR T AR5 A AN S 2 R0

(They're not the kind) that wears skirts and rabbit ears.

741

Shuodao zhege tuzi érduo,
YA T H ok,
Speaking of rabbit ears,
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742

Zhonggud nilishéng paizhao de shihou hén xihuan yong nage méiyan | Dui
Hh ] AR A I B AR AR B RSS2 BT | X

Chinese girls like to use beauty filters when taking photos. | Right.

743
Danshi wd niipéngyou yé bu tai hui yong de, yinwei wo yé bligudn
ERRLPAEAKREHE, BFRBAE

But my girlfriend doesn't use them and | also don't care about it.

744
sudyi jiushi wo fa naxié Xidaohdngshi de zhaopian,
Fr CAst 2 AL /N F ) I A

So (when) | posted the photos on Little Red Book,

745
ta shuo wo buyao fa, chdu si le
M RANE R, HAE T

she said: "Don't post it, it's so ugly!"

746

Na ta weishénme blu méiyan yixia zai shangjing?
Wb A AN FEG— N A2

Why didn't she use filters when taking the photo?

747

Yinwei shi wo pai de
RN fe 41 1)

Because | took the photo.

748

Rugud wd méiydu nilipéngyou dehua,
R ILEA LA,

If I didn't have a girlfriend, ...

749
qgishi wo gén jiushi chuantdng niixinghua de niishéng, jiushi tuzi érduo
HSLRIR A R g A A, R T H 2

Actually, girls that are traditionally feminine, wear rabbit ears,
750

ranhou jiushi yong nage jiushi éxin de yuqi
SR )G R IR 2 80 B
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and speak with a disgusting tone,

751

Aiya... Xidogége | Sajiao?

WEF . oNEFEE | SO ?

a, xiao gege | Sa jiao? (It means, to act like a spoiled child.)

752

Dui, buxing buxing
Xt AR
Right! But not good!

753

Ni bu xihuan sajido de niihdizi?
PRASE XA 0 L #5072

You don't like girls that act spoiled?

754
Tai giguai le, jiu youdian...
RKABET, A M.

That's just so weird!

755

NV nlipéngyou hui sajido ma? | Buhui
LR 2 | A

Does your girlfriend do that? | No.

756
Shi yinweéi ni bu xthuan, haishi yinwei ta bénlai jiu bu ai sajiao?
e RUNARANE X, 382 RO It A SRl A 52 ik 2

She doesn't do it because you don't like it or she doesn't like doing it?

757
Juéde bénldi jiu bu ai sajiao.
WAF A KA Z A -

I think that’s because she doesn't like doing it.

758
Qishi zhege yé suan sajiao de
FL SIS B 1)

Actually, this would be considered "sa jiao".

759
Zénmeshuone?
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B uiie?

How to say?

760

W4 juéde kénéng méi gé Zhonggud niishéng, kénéng hui cinzai yidiandian
WG e E L4, FRERAFE— R

I think that maybe every Chinese girl does that a little bit,

761

kénéng shi baifenzhi shi, baifénzh ershi, baifénzh1 sanshi.
R Azt HZ=".

maybe 10% to 30% of the time.

762

Sudyi kénéng ta shi baifénzhi érshi.
FrCAR] REA R B 2 =+

So (my girlfriend) might be 20% like that.

763

TS S RO R 2 e 2

Do you like it when she does it?

764

Jiushi sajiao shi xiang gén yi ge... | Xiaohai
R R BRI | N

If a girl acts like that, it feels like a... | A child.

765

Xiaohai, dui
Ny R
Right, a child.

766

Geén yi ge xidohai jiu tanlian'ai, jiu ydudian bu xthuan
PR NZRREZ, A HAEXRK

It's like dating a child, and | don't like it.

767
Ydudian féifa | Weif3 le
A RARE AT

It's illegal! | It's against the law.

768
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Jiushi ni [di Zhonggud zhigidn yé shi xué le Zhongwén de, dui ba?
AR E 2 BT 2 7R oC), Xhie?

Before you came to China, you already had studied Chinese, right?

769
dangshi de Zhongwén you dud hdo?
ARl 245 ?

How good was your Chinese at that time?

770

Y& méi name hdo
B4

It wasn't that good.

771
Danshi wo daxué de ldoshi shi shuo, wo fayin shi hén hao.
HRFARFM M2, KRR .

But my university teacher said that my pronunciation was good.

772

W xihuan xuéxi de fangshi shi xué wan jichl zhihou jiu zhijie dakai fanyi,

BB W A7 2 o e ARl JE il BT T

The learning method | like using is that right after studying the basics, | go to an (online)
translator

773
jiushi dazi, ranhou zhijie shuo chdlai jit kéyi le.
WRATT, AREEEU L RHATLL T .

and type or speak what | want to say.

774
Na ni de Zhongwén jiu chule zhége, ni hai yong le shénme fangfa xuéxi ne?
TRAREI R SRR 1 1A, ARIEH T A A5 10 ?

Besides this, what other methods did you use to learn Chinese?

775

Geén HSK kechéng l3i xuéxi de,
PR HSK PRAE R~ 2T 1Y,

| studied the HSK courses.

776

danshi xuédao HSK w ji zhthou faxian,
HAEZEE] HSK L2 Ja KL,

But after reaching level five, | found that
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777
HSK bénshén shi yi gé yuedu de kdoshi,
HSK AR B & — > B B 5L,

HSK itself is more like a reading test,

778
ranhou dui richdng shénghud zhong jiushi méiydu hén da de bangzhu.
SRS AR R B AR RIS B

and it doesn't help much with everyday life.

779

Dao le hdumian wo juéde wo yinggai fangqgi HSK wi huozhé HSK liu.
BT A TR AT FSIZTLFE HSKS B HSK6.

Later on, | felt that | should give up on HSK 5 or HSK 6.

780
Huozhé kéyi xué de,
B A LA,

Or, | could continue learning,

781
danshi wo bixd yao zhdo yixié zhénzhéeng de neirdng,
H 2R A — L BN Z,

but | needed to find some authentic content.

782
jiu qu Xinhua shadian mai y1 bén sha, ranhou kan yi ge xidoshuo
MEREBIE L AN, REE DR

So | went to Xinhua Bookstore to buy a novel and | read it.

783
Buyao zhi kan zhege kébén,
AEREFEREANRAE,

Don't just use textbooks,

784
yinwei kebén buhui rang ni kan de ddng zhénzhéng de neiréng.
FONRAA R ERE R IER A Z .

because textbooks won't help you understand the real content.
785

Na ni juéde xué Zhongwén zui nan de bufen shi shénme?
TRAR 5 45 2 v ST e PR 3 70 A2 A4
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What do you think is the most difficult part of learning Chinese?

786
Ragud ni zhénzhéng laidao Zhonggud, you hén dud de kduyin.
WRARE IR B E, HIRZHHE,

If you come to China, (you will notice that) there are many accents.

787
Rdgud ni shi anzhao HSK de kéchéng,
U RARSE F HR HSK IRIUR R,

If you follow the HSK course,

788

ni zhi hui ting zhége yodudian giguai de yliwén kduyin
PR RS IZANA A3 PERIE S

you will only listen to an accent that's a bit strange.

789

Zhéngchang de Zhongguorén bu zheme shuohua | Dui
IEH R E AN A 300E | R

Normal Chinese people don't speak like this. | Right.

790

Ranhou Zhonggudrén juéde nanfang kduyin bushi hén biaozhln
R JE T E A3 T H S AR AR i

Chinese feel that the southern accent is not very standard,

791

huozhé nanfang kduyin jiushi dai zhe zhege méiydu du guo shi de de ganjué
B FG 7 I AR T o TN B A5 Y

or that people with the southern accent sound uneducated.

792

Danshi wo juéde ni xué Zhongwén de guochéng dangzhong,
EREREAIRFEP LRSS,

But | think in the process of learning Chinese,

793
bixd yao jiushi ting haoji ge kduyin.
W IRE AT U I LA 5

we must listen to all kinds of accents.

794

Di'ér ge shi xianzai chule Mandarin Corner yiwai
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AN HZERS T Mandarin Corner DLAb
The second (point) is that currently, apart from Mandarin Corner,

795
méiyou rén shi jiang de shi waigudrén
BA NI R INE A

no one talks about what kind of problems foreigners

796
zai Zhonggud hui pengdao shénmeyang de wenti
FE [ Sl B A 20 B ] et

might encounter in China.

797
Hén dud Zhongwén ldosht tamen yé bu zhidao jiushi z€nme qu
IR 2 v SO A AT AN S 2 B A 25

Many Chinese teachers are not able to

798
jiao waigudrén zénme zhénzheng de shénghud zai Zhonggué.
HONENE A IEH AR E.

teach foreigners how to actually live in China

799
Yinweéi tamen ydudeshihou jil zhi yuanyi shuo hao de shiging,
BRI A A AT 1A ) e 50 R B U 2 R 15

because sometimes they are only willing to talk about good things,

800
tamen buhui gaosu ni huai de shiging.
AT E IR IR G

and won't tell you about bad things.

801
Hudzhé tamen shi zai zhege wénhua limian,
B AR TR AR IX AN Sk B

Or, because they grew up in this culture,

802

sudyi tamen bu zhidao jiushi kénéng gudwai cunzai zhege wenti.
It CAARATTAS 501 T8 )2 7T e AN AR TX A 7]

they are not aware that foreigners might encounter problems (with the culture).

803
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W0 you ting guo yixié waigudrén baoyuan ma,
PAT WL — Lo A = A 2805

| have heard some foreigners complain,

804
shuo zai Zhonggud napa ta Zhongwén hén hao le,
YA [ A At SCIR B T

that even if their Chinese is good

805
ta gén Zhonggudrén jiaoliu de shihou haishi you zhang'ai
e P v ) NS WA R B i i S A BB

there are still barriers when they communicate with Chinese people.

806
Ni hui you zhége tiyan ma? | You de
e BHREAMER? | HH

Have you had this experience? | Yes.

807
Zai Zhonggud jiushi yong Zhongwén de jthui bingbu name duo
FE R [ 2 S R AR A 2

In China, the opportunity to use Chinese is not that much.

808

Ni xlilyao bei zhége wénhua, zhege shéhui wanzhéng de jieshou
PRAGERIXA A, XA T 52

You need to be accepted by this culture completely,

809
cai néng pengdao géng ndn de yixié ciyu.
7 Bk 3 5 X A — LR i

in order to encounter more difficult words (in daily conversations).

810
Yinweéi rdgud méiyou dehua, na ni zhinéng...
AR B BI3E, TRAR R fE...

Because if not, then you can only...

811
Jiushi yourén jiu zhinéng...
M E Nt A ...

Someone will only...
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812
Xishoujian zai nali? Dui dui dui
VeI LER B2 X8 %of 6

“Where is the restroom?” (Chinese will point to tell you.)

813

Ni shi zénme faxian women de pindao de?
PR TE AR INBATT I SE ) ?

How did you find our channel?

814

Yinggai shi nage HSK, ni de HSK shipin
S ZAEFAN HSK,  FRIF] HSK AHLAT
Probably through your HSK videos.

815

ranhou jiu hui yibian wan yéuxi yibian ting, wo shi zheyang xuéxi de
RIE & — I BeiiE R — 0T, POERAE ST

I would play games while listening to them. | learned like this.

816

Ni bushi shuo bu xihuan HSK ma?
PRANFE YL A E R HSK 1 ?

Didn't you say that you don't like HSK?

817

BU xihuan, danshi zhigian xuéxi de shihou
ANEXR, AHSE T > i

| don't like it, but when | was learning before,

818

hui génzhe ni de HSK wu shipin 1ai xuéxi de.
SRR HSKS AR 2% 2] 1

| would follow your HSK 5 videos.

819

L3o de haishi xin de? | Yinggai shi ldo de
ZWIEAREHHI? | MiZ2AER

The old or the new (HSK videos)? | Probably the old ones.

820
W6 kan ni yé shi ydu fa shipin,
WE IR KA,

| saw that you posted videos
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821
jiushi génzhe wdmen de nage jiétéu caifang,
WU R BATHIIRAN SR 7

where you were following our street interviews

822

zuo yingzi yuédu shi ma? Yingzi langdd shi ma? | Dui
T BRI ? JT W ? | X

and doing shadowing, right? | Yes.

823
Nage fangfa youyong ma?
TRAN T3 12 e 2

Is this method useful?

824

W0 juéde shiyduyong de,
2 H M,

[ think it is

825
yinwei nage maikéféng kéyi shishi ting ziji shuohua.
BRI A TR A 22 5 RURT LASE I I | S8 14E

because with the microphone, | could hear myself at the same time.

826
Sudyi kéyi shishi gdibian ziji de fayin
FTEART BASI 238 E O R

So | could change my pronunciation in real time.

827
ni shi zhtidong ting hé shuo, bushi beidong ting hé shuo.
R EBN A, A4S R

So, you are actively listening and speaking, not passively.

828
Hén duod rén tamen shuo Zhongwén ydu hén dud de shéngdiao, dui ba?
R NI P SCHIRZ A, xhg?

Many people say that Chinese has many tones, right?
829

Danshi wo juéde méi ge juzi jiushi you y1 gé yluqi hdiydu y1 gé ganjué
EREREFFENG) TR —MEEA —
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But | think each sentence has an intonation and a feeling.

830

sudyi xtlyao xué zénme qu fayin zhege zhéngge juzi,

P AR B p R ALK E RN BT,

So you need to learn how to pronounce whole sentences,

831

bushi yT ge yi gé de zi.
KR =AM

not just one word at a time.

832

Dui, shide
xf, &
Right, yes.

833
Jiushi daoxianzai dehua,
e B IR R,

Even now,

834
haishi hui youyixié waigudrén xiangyao lai Zhonggud gongzuo shénghud,
A — A E NAHZR [ TARAE,

there are still foreigners who want to come to China to live and work,

835
yé hui youyixié heirén péngyou men xiangyao lai Zhonggué fazhan,
Wy — L BN AT AR E R b [

including Black foreigners

836

jiu jishi zhidao kénéng hui cinzai zhe yixie gishi de wenti.
F BV ASE 0 P B8 23 A7 AR T — LB R ) o)

despite knowing that there may be discrimination issues.

837
Na duiyu zhéxié xiangyao 1ai Zhonggud de héirén waigud péngyou men,
TSR J3X e AR R v [ 4 2R NS A AT,

So for Black foreigners who want to come to China,

838

ni ydu shénme jianyi ma?
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1R A4 R ?

what advice do you have?

839
DiyT wo juéde bixd yao shuo Zhongwén ba, bixd yao xué Zhongwén
F— WA AE B P OCIE, U S 3

First, | think you must speak Chinese, you must learn Chinese

840
yinwei rigud you shénme wenti a
PN U SR A T ]

because if there is any problem

841
huozhé jiushi youxiérén jiushi dui ni bu tai l[imao,
B R L N R URAS KA,

or if some people are not polite to you,

842
na ni kéyi zhijie shuo chilai,
HRARAT DL BB oK

you can speak out directly,

843

ranhou tamen hui hén kuaisu de gaibian tamen de taidu.
SR AT AR PR R SR ARAT T R A

and they might quickly adjust their attitudes.

844

Haiyou ne jiushi jiaru y1 gé héirén de y1 gé wéixin qun.
AW RN — BN — MgfE R

Also, join a Black WeChat group,

845

Jit birdshuo Black Teachers in Shanghai
Ht L i Black Teachers in Shanghai
for example, Black teachers in Shanghai.

846
You zhéyang de ma? | You zhéyang de, dui
AR ? | HIRXEER, X

Is there such a thing? | Yes, there is.

847
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Sudyi rugud you weénti dehua, na jiushi gita rén kéyi bang ni.
Fr LA SRAT e )i, AR sl Fo At N AT BAFSAR

So if there is a problem, they can help you.

848

Di san gé yinggai shi rdgud xidng jiao Yingyl dehua,
5= NZ A A R AR B )1,

The third is that if you want to teach English,

849
zhado yixié waigud de zhongjie, yinwei Zhonggud de zhongjié jiushi
F—LeARE Ay, B ) A

find some foreign agents, because Chinese agents are...

850

ragud you zhége wenti dehua, tamen jiushi ydudian buhaoyisi shuo

U SRAT XA [ R, AT A AN G e R

If there is the problem (where schools don't want Black teachers), they will be a bit embarrassed
to tell you.

851
Qita de yinggai shi jiushi, ni de zigé bixl yao hao yidian.
HoAh IRz, VRIS L B L — i

Besides this, your qualifications must be good.

852
Jitt birdshuo ni rén bu zai Zhonggud,
s EE I AR N ASE

For example, if you are not in China,

853
na xdyao zai ziji de béngud yijing ydu y1 gé jiaosht zhéng.
W EZAEH CWAE CEH — N EBINE.

you should get a teacher's certificate in your own country.

854
Yé kéyi zai ziji de béngud dang ldoshi, ranhou zai l3i, ni jiu...
WA LAE B C A E 200, R )5k, IRk

Or, you can be a teacher in your own country first and then, when you come...

855
You jingyan le
HAR T

You'll already have (teaching) experience.
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856

Qiantu géng hao | Shi ndge qian?

R SEAT | WA ?

Your future (gian tu) will be better! | Which "gian" (the "gian" of forward or the "gian" of
money)?

857
Qian tu
535

"Qian" (as in money)!

858
Na jintian féichdng ganxie gén women fénxiang zheme duo gushi,
T4 RAR W O PR AT 7> 21X A 2 HF,

Thank you very much for sharing with us so many stories,

859
youqu de jingli baokuo xuéxi Zhongwén de jingli
AERE P15 S TR 4D

and interesting experiences, including the experience of learning Chinese.

860

Wodmen jintian jiu dao zheli le.
ATV T BXE T .
That's all for today.

861

Hao de, xiexie!
UFy, Wi
Okay, thank you!

862

Jiang le hdo duo

i SES

We’ve talked a lot today!

863

Bdibai | Okay, baibai

JEFE | Okay, FEFE
Goodbye. | Okay, goodbye.
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