1.
Dajia hao! Huanying laidao Mandarin Corner, wo shi Eileen.
KFEAF! ¥k #| Mandarin Corner, /& Eileen.

Hi, everyone! Welcome to Mandarin Corner, | am Eileen.

2.
Zuijin wo dou zai géi nimen jiang guanyu wo ziji de gushi,
BT AL RATIE T E SRS,

Recently, I've been sharing my personal stories with all of you,

3.
cong zai gongchang gongzuo yizhi dao zai Shénzhén zud xidoshou.
MAE T TAE— B 2IFE RIS &

from working in a factory to being a sales person in Shenzhen.

4.
Na jintian wd jiu lai jiang jiang shéngxia de gushi.
T4 KRB UER T i .

Now, let me continue with the rest of my stories.

5.
Shipin de zuihdu wd hai hui gaosu nimen
PRI e i L 25 15 YR ARAT]

At the end of the video, | will also tell you

6.
wo shi ruhé kaishi zud Hanyu jiaoxué shipin de.
FRAE AR T AR DS ZUF AR o

how | started making Mandarin teaching videos.



7.
Xiang ting de rén yidingyao jianchi tingdao zuihou o!
RET YN — R B RE W ) f e 1 !

So, for those who are interested, make sure to stay tuned until the end!

8.
Na shangge shipin zhdng, wo jiangdao wo cidiao le xidaoshou de gongzuo,
TR B, FRUFRIFR T T R TAE,

In the last video, | mentioned that | quit my sales job

9.
ranhou huijia guodnian le.
EIEESUE: N

and went home for the Chinese New Year.

10.
Guonian de shihou, laojia de tiangi hén léng,
SERIEE, ZXRPAIRSIRE,

During the Chinese New Year, the weather at my hometown was very cold,

11.
wo ji méitian dud zai beiwo I kan dianshi,
PR R A4S B LA,

so | would hide under my bed blankets and watch TV every day,

12.
ou’ér zai wangshang zhao zhao gongzuo.
B/RAE M _E 4R 4K TAE .

occasionally looking for jobs online.



13.
Y&uyici, wd wulyizhong kandao yT jia xuéxiao zai zhao Yingyu zhuijiao,
A HEETE D —FARAEH IR,

One time, | accidentally came across a school that was hiring English teaching assistants.

14.
yaoqiu shi kéuyu liuli, dazhuan huo yishang xuéli.
BORZHERA], RELL RS,

They required (applicants) to be fluent in English and at least have a college degree.

15.
Sutran wo lian gaozhong dou méi shang guo,
BRI m T # % b,

Even though | didn’t even attend high school,

16.
dan zixué le san nian Yingyu hou,
HE%T RS,

| had been self-studying English for three years

17.
dui ziji de kduyu haishi youdian zixin de,
XFH QR HEIL A R EER,

and felt somewhat confident in my speaking skills.

18.
sudyi jiu dadianhua weén na jia xuéxiao
JIT CASICAT B ) 0 5 AR

So, | decided to call the school and asked



19.
méiydu xuéli k& bukéyi.
A I AIANAT P

if they would consider someone without a formal education.

20.
Bénlai zhishi dasuan shishikan de,
Ak R RATHRE T,

| initially just wanted to give it a try,

21.
méixiangdao rénjia shuo,
S E YN S

but unexpectedly, they said that

22.
you meéiyou xuéli wusudwei, xian lai mianshi ba.
BEAFTTCHE, Jekiang.

the lack of formal education didn't matter and invited me for an interview

23.
Zhé dao ting ling wod yiwai de.
XABIE S FBER I

which really surprised me.

24,
Guo wan nian wd jiu ganjin huidao le Shénzhen,
o e R B [ 2 7RI

After the Chinese New Year, | quickly returned to Shenzhen.



25,
di‘ertian jiu déiyao qu mianshi le.
HORMAE LI T .

The following day, | had to go for an interview.

26.
Yinwei na shi wo diyici canjia zhéngshi de mianshi,
PO AR RS — Ik S I i,

Since it was my first time attending a formal interview,

27.
sudyi hai méi qu wa jiu kaishi jinzhang le,
FTLE B LTI e 5Kk 1

| started to feel nervous before going.

28.
wanshang dou shui buzhao jiao.
Wb B AN S 0 o

| couldn't even sleep at night.

29.
Na jia xuéxiao zai shizhongxin,
WK ZEAAE T O

The school was located in the downtown area,

30.
li wd zhu de difang hén yuan,
BRRAE TR,

which was quite far away from where | lived.



31.
di’értian wo yidazao pa qilai,
BRI R EBEEK,

The following day, | woke up early

32.
zuo le jiangjin liang ge xidoshi de gongjidaoché cai dao na jia xuéxiao.
AR TR AN NI A S A BB AL

and took a bus for nearly two hours to reach the school.

33.
W jide natian shi yi wei dai yanjing de jingli jigdai le wd,
TR — L BRI S B s 13K,

| remember that day, it was a manager with glasses who welcomed me.

34.
ta rang wo zai huiyishi gén ta tan.
U b FRAE 22 I FR AR

She asked me to have a conversation with her in the conference room.

35.
W6 ba jianli di géi le ta, ta kan le kan,
AT nshss 7, WETE,

| handed her my resume, and after briefly glancing at it,

36.
ranhou rang wo yong Yingweén zuo ziwojieshao.
SR A LR AT A4

she asked me to introduce myself in English.



37.
W0 dangshi xinxiang: “Zaogao! Gang cong laojia huilai,
FAR DA SRR W SRR,

| thought to myself at that moment, "Oh no! | just came back from my hometown,

38.
tai jiu méi shud Y1ingyu le, xianzai dou wangji z€nme shud le.”
RABIETE T, DAEHEIEEAW 1.

it's been so long since I've spoken English, I've forgotten how to say anything."

39.
Jiashang jinzhang, wd bidoxian de bushi hén hao.
o E¥ak, REIARARIRL .

Plus | felt nervous, so | didn't perform very well.

40.
Zud wan ziwgjieshao,
e H A,

After finishing my self-introduction,

41.
ta wén wd weishénme xidng zud zhujiao.
gt 1) 9t A AR B

she asked me why | wanted to be a teaching assistant.

42.
W jil shud wo xihuan YTngyu, wo yé xihuan haizi,
POk iR = OEE, R E RS,

| said that | enjoyed English and | also loved working with children,



43.
sudyi wo xiang shi shi zhé fen gdongzuo.
T A FAR X fr LA

so | wanted to give this job a try.

44.
Ranhou ta dui wd shud,
L RS E AT

Then she said to me,

45.
“ni mingtian zai lai fushi ba, jintian xiaozhang buzai.”
PRI R R EIRA, S REKAE.

"Come back for a second interview tomorrow, the principal is not available today."

46.
W0 shud hao ba, ranhou wa jiu huiqu le.
FyLhrnm, SRSEREET .

| replied, "Okay, sure," and then | left.

47.
Danshi wo dui di‘értian de fushi wanquan méiydu xinxin,
EREXE ZROERE2EAE O,

However, | had no confidence in taking the second interview the next day

48.
yinwei tai jii méi lian Yingyu le.
AR AR IEE T .

because | hadn't practiced English for a long time.



49.
Sudyi wé jits ganjin dadianhua géi yi wei laizi Jianada de péngyou,
Bt ARSI ST B S 2 — ok B NS KA,

So | quickly called a friend from Canada

50.
qging ta gén wd lianxi Yingyu, bang wd zhtinbéi fushi.
AR SR S S0, W RER K.

and asked him to practice English with me to help me prepare for the second interview.

51.
W6 yué le ta wanshang jianmian,
L) A L T,

I made an appointment to meet him in the evening,

52.
jianmian hou, wémen yong Yingyt lido le liang gé& dud xiaoshi,
WS, FATHIEEW 7 A2 /N,

and after the meeting, we spoke in English for over two hours.

53.
lido wan hou wd cai ganjué qingsong dud le.
Wi5e J5 A AN Z T

After our conversation, | felt much more relaxed.

54.

Di’értian qu mianshi, wd you béi yaoqgiu yong Yingwén zud ziwdjieshao,

B REMR, AR A I A A4,

The next day, during the interview, | was once again asked to do a self-introduction in

English.



55.
dan haozai gianyttian wanshang wd gén péngyou lianxi le,
EFAERT— R Mg LRI AT T,

Thankfully, | had practiced with my friend the previous night,

56.
sudyi zhe ci jinxing de hén shunli.
T LI IR BEAT AR AR A o

so this time it went smoothly.

57.
Xiaozhang ting wan hou, haoxiang hén manyi,
BRKWr5e )5, HRIRHE,

After listening to my introduction, the principal seemed quite satisfied

58.
dangchang jiu luqu le wo.
LRl 7K.

and hired me on the spot.

59.
Zhé dao rang wo ting chijing de.
XL FERZ IR o

| was quite surprised by this.

60.
Houlai wo cai faxian yuanlai na jia xuéxiao ganggang béi shougou le,
Ja RFRA R IF R G 2R NI NI S T

Later on, | found out that the school had just been acquired,



61.
X1n de laoban jiéti le xuéxiao,
e RIEE TR,

and a new owner had taken over.

62.
hén dud guanli zhidu dou fashéng le gaibian.
IRZ P B A T

Many management changes had occurred as a result.

63.
W tingshuo yigian shi shuang xid,
T 1t LAY R R,

| heard that the (prior owner) offered two days off every week,

64.
ké xin de laoban yr lai,
AHT R — K,

but with the new owner,

65.
jil zhinéng dan xid le, yizhou yao shang liu tian ban.
AR T, — R ENRIE.

we would only have one day off, working six days a week.

66.
Hén dud 1do yuangong kénéng dui xin de zhidu buman,
TR 2222 D3 T AT BT 1 1) B AN

Many of the older employees were probably dissatisfied with the new policies.



67.
baokuo mianshi wd de xiaozhang dou yao cizhi le.
B T A P AR AT R R

This included the principal who interviewed me, as she was about to resign.

68.
Sudyi xuéxiao jiu jizhe zhao xin de yuangong lai tibu tamen.
JIT CA = I S B B0 SR R A AT T

As a result, the school was in a rush to recruit a new staff to replace them.

69.
W0 yungi hdo, ganghao péngdao zhéyang y1 gée shijT,
Wig [ uf, WA B FE— NN,

| was lucky to encounter such an opportunity at the right time.

70.
yaoburan, jiu ping wd chizhong de xuéli,
BAR, RGP,

Otherwise, with just my middle school education,

71.
kénding buhui name kuai jiu béi luqu de.
1 AN R B o

| wouldn't have been hired so quickly.

72.
W gongzud de xuéxiao shi sirén Yingyu péixun jigou,
R TAEM A R A N FAERR YL,

The school where | worked was a private English training center.



73.
xuésheng men dou shi liyong fangxuéhou hé zhoumo de shijian
SEAEAT T A R TR0 J A0 R R R 1)

The students came to study English

74.
lai wdmen xuéxiao xuéxi Yingydu,
RIAT AR 2] il

after school and on weekends,

75.
sudyi women shangban de shijian gén zhéngchang de xuéxiao ganghao xiangfan.
Fr CAFRATT_E R () F 0 R T 1) 2 M A O

hence, our working hours were opposite to those of regular schools.

76.
Zhouyt xiaxi, zhou’ér dao zhouwu dou shi xiawd shangban,
JA— RS, JH ZF AR R B,

We had Mondays off, and we worked from Tuesday to Friday afternoons,

77.
hai bijiao qingsong.
PN R L

which was relatively easy.

78.
Zui tdoyan de jiushi zhoumo le,
BV IRIIR AR T,

The part | hated the most was the weekends



79.
yinwei zhoumo coéng zaoshang ba dian dud jiu yao shangke,
RO AR MR B\ 2 i BiR,

because | had (to assist teaching classes) from 8am

80.

y1zhi dao xiawdu liu dian dud.
—HBIMFARZ

to 6pm.

81.
W0 zhu de you bijiao yuan,
LA X U,

| lived quite far away,

82.
sudyi zhoumo wd bixd wu dian dud jiu gichuang,
JIT DA R 306 25 . 1 22 SRR IR

so on weekends, | had to wake up before 5am,

83.
ranhou zai gongjidaoché shang shuijiao, méitian dou féichang kun.
RIGHE AL EESE, RERHEAEE A .

and then sleep on the bus. Every day, | felt very tired.

84.
Sutran zhoumo hén xinkU,
AR ARAR

Although weekends were tough,



85.
dan gang kaishi gongzuo de liu gé yue shijian,
B NI 46 A #75A H i iE,

during the first six months of the job,

86.
wo dou feéichang kaixin, yé juéde ziji hén xingyun,
WAHAEF I L, W HSREE,

| was happy and felt fortunate

87.
yinwei wo conglaiméi xiang guo ziji yéu yT tian néng dang Yingyu laoshr,
PR R MBS B O — RAe 2 9B 2,

because | never imagined that one day | would be an English teaching (assistant)

88.
erqié hai néng hé waiguorén yigi gongzuo.
117 Hak ge A ah E N\ — k2 TAF

and work with foreigners.

89.
Tongshi men yé gén wo xiangchu de féichang réngqia,
S0 th B AL A5 L B A«

My colleagues and | got along very well

90.
W0 de xuésheng men yé hén xihuan wo,

A A A TRAR X3k,



and my students really liked me

91.
yinwei wo ziji ydushihou yé xiang gé xidohaizi.
EovE H EA R RN LT

because sometimes | acted like a child myself.

92.
Youde xuésheng lai shangke shi shénzhi hai hui géi wd dai lingshi.
B R LR R R S AR E A,

Some students even brought me snacks when they came to class.

93.
Si wa sui de xuésheng jiu féichang ké’ai,
VU H.% (1) A Ak o o] %2

The four or five-year-old students were incredibly adorable.

94.
meici lai dou yao giang zhe gén wd yongbao, féichang haowan!
FEOCORHR A ERPAH, AEH 1!

They always rushed to hug me every time they came, which was a lot of fun!

95.
Dan gongzud le y1 duan shijian hou, wenti jiu chixian le.
BEITAE 7 —B T JE, T

However, after working for a while, problems started to arise.

96.
Zh1gian wo shud guo wo bu shanchang xiaoshou,

Z TR UL FAE KA,



As | mentioned before, | was not good at sales

97.
yinwei wo bu xihuan dui kéhu shudhuang.
BRI A FAS B RO 25 7 Ui it o

because | disliked lying to customers.

98.
Ké zuoweéi zhujiao, chule xiézhu waijiao shangke,
AR ABNEL BT b BhAN LR,

But as an assistant, apart from assisting foreign teachers in class,

99.
zui zhliyao de gongzud qishi jiu shi xiaoshou.
B E A TAE SR .

the primary job was actually sales.

100.
Weishénme zhéme shud ne?
ALK 2B WE ?

Why do | say this?

101.

YTnwei sirén péixun xuéxiao shi kao jiazhang xuféi hé zhao xinshéng zhuangian de.

BRI A R NS5 I A e i XA 8 B A B AR A Y

Because private training schools make money primarily through parents' renewing their

child’s student fees and by recruiting new students.

102.

Zhao xinshéng shi shichang bu de gdongzuo,



FAF A TR TAE,

Recruiting new students was the responsibility of the marketing department,

103.
name xuféi jiu shi jiaoxué bu de gongzuo le.
TR BB B AR T .

while renewing fees felt under the responsibility of the teaching department.

104.
Dangran le, xuféi xu de yué dud,
MRT, BB E,

Of course, the more renewals | secured,

105.
wo de tichéng jiu yué gao.
FRH S B

the higher my commission would be.

106.
Sudyi wo bixl gén jiazhang baochilianxi,
FT AR PR R A DR FRIC R

Therefore, | had to maintain contact with parents

107.
rang tdmen suishi lidojié haizi de xuéxi gingkuang.
AR IR 1 AR TR S O

and keep them informed about their children's learning progress.

108.

Rugud tamen de haizi xué de buhao,



AR AT % 7 A AN

If their children were not performing well,

109.
na tamen kénding buhui k3ol{i xuféi, dui ba?
IAATE EASH LT, Xm?

for sure they wouldn’t consider renewing, right?

110.
Ké weénti shi waijiao jingchang yinwéi gézhdng yuanyin cizhi,
AT i A A1 TR DR R DR R ER

But the problem was that foreign teachers often resigned for various reasons,

111.
X1n lai de waijiao dudshu meéiydu jiaoxué jingyan,
Wk b Bk A #era R,

and most new teachers lacked teaching experience.

112.
Xuéxiao yé& meéiydu shijian géi tamen zugou de péixun,
PR ABAT IN TA) 25 AR A T2 88 R I

Yet the school didn’t have enough time to provide them with sufficient training

113.
yT lai jit rang tamen shangke.
—RFLIEARAT E PR

and threw them into classes right away.

114.

Youxié waijiao génbén jiu buzaihu,



A LN HARARAAE T,

Some foreign teachers simply didn't care

115.
ké gian bu yongxin zhunbéi jiao’an,
WRAT A OUER B,

and didn’t diligently prepare lesson plans before their classes.

116.
shangké de shihou suibian shud ji ju Yingyu jiu xiake le.
L VRA I R A 5 L A) SeAB s R UR 1

They just casually said a few English sentences and then finished the class.

117.
Ni shud xuésheng néng xué dao yduyong de zhishi ma?
PR RS BA F ) ARG 2

How could the students learn anything useful?

118.
Ké wd yé bunéng gaosu jiazhang shihua ya!
A RABABE T R A SR !

But | couldn’t tell the parents the truth!

119.
Buran tamen kénding hui bu kaixin,
AIAATE & = AT,

Otherwise, they would definitely be unhappy

120.

kénding yé buhui xu féi de.



HREMAZLIRN .

and surely wouldn’t want to continue paying the fees.

121.
Zhé rang wo féichang téuténg!
KARIRARH ok !

This was causing me a lot of distress!

122.
Haiyou wo bénlai yiwéi zai Yingyl xuéxiao shangban,
A A LLOSAE S8 24 BT,

Moreover, | initially thought that working in an English school

123.
wo de Yingwén kénding hui tigdo de hén kuai.
AT E SR AR

would significantly improve my English skills.

124.
Ké méixiangdao dang le y1 nian Yingyu zhujiao hou,
AEAREE T R A,

Yet to my surprise, after being an English teaching assistant for a year,

125.
wo de YTngyu budan meéiydu jinbu,
AT AMER A B,

not only did my English not progressed,

126.



fan’ér tuibu le bushao.
IR T AD

but it actually regressed significantly.

127.
Yinwei wo méitian jiechu de dou shi féichang jiandan de Yingyaq,
PRI DRy Ik R A P 0 2 AR 1] B i

Because | was exposed to very simple English every day,

128.
dui wo laishud wanquan méiydu tidozhan.
Xof R A 58 4 AT PR

it did not pose any challenges for me.

129.
Jiashang wod de kduyu hai suan liuli,
B SRR,

Additionally, my spoken English was already kind of fluent,

130.
téngshi men jingchang kua wo: “Ni de YTngyu hao hao a!”
A AT 28 o e IR S L b

so my colleagues often praised me, saying, "Your English is really good!"

131.
W8 jiti zhén de yiwéi wo ziji de Yingyu hén lihai,
PRV E BRI #,

Back then, | really thought that my English was good,

132.



pingshi ne yé& jiu bu xuéxi le.
IR A S T .

so | didn't bother studying it during my free time.

133.
W6 tdoyan dui jiazhang shudhuang,
FAF RS A e

| disliked lying to the children’s parents,

134.
yé danxin ziji de Yingyu hui biande yuélaiyué cha,
WAH L H O PETE 2R AR 2

and | also worried that my English would deteriorate over time.

135.
wuodyl wo jiu xiang cizhi,
BT AR B AR TR,

So, | was considering quitting my job

136.
ranhou zhao yT fén geng ydu tidozhan de gongzuo.
SRJE AR — 0 A B ) A%

and finding a more challenging one.

137.
Ké wo yé bu zhidao néng zud shénme ya.
AR ANFNE B A A

However, | was unsure of what | could do next.

138.



Ganghao nashi ydou gé Meéigud péngyou,
WL AR I A SR R AC

At that time, | happened to have an American friend

139.
ta wén wd xidng buxidng gén ta yiqi zuo shipin,
At T R ABAN AR ER A — S AR,

who asked me if | wanted to make videos with him

140.
bangzhu waiguorén xuéxi Hanya.
WINAME N 2 2 U

to help foreigners learn Mandarin.

141.
Dangshi qishi wd génbén bu déng z&€nme zud shipin,
I L SEIRAR A A B A A,

At that time, | didn't even know how to make videos,

142.
dan juéde hén haowan, sudyi jiu juéding changshi yixia.
ER AR BT, T RAt R E 2l — T

but | thought it sounded interesting, so | decided to give it a try.

143
Ranhou Mandarin Corner jiu danshéng le.

#RJ5 Mandarin Corner Hiift4: 1 .

That's (why) Mandarin Corner was created!



