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1

Dajia hao! Huanying laidao Mandarin Corner, wo shi Eileen.
KZEUF ! Wl >kE| Mandarin Corner, /& Eileen.

Hi, everyone! Welcome to Mandarin Corner, | am Eileen.
KF4F dajiahdo  hi, everyone

¥l huanying  to welcome

k3 laidao to come
* wo I

= shi am

2

Shangge gushi zhong, wo jiangdao
A, FUFR)

In the last story, | mentioned that
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A4~ shangge  previous

H#  gushi story
Hh zhong in
£59 wod I

PFF)  jiangdao  to talk about sth

3

er ling y1yT nian wo likai le laojia qu dao fujin de xido chéngshi gongzuo.
2011 FERBEIT 12 HK LB /N TAE.

in 2011, | left my hometown and went to work in a nearby small city.

2011 érlingyiyi 2011

i nian year

E59 wod I

B likai to leave

g le (completed action marker)
27 laojia hometown

% qu to go

Bl dao to (a place)

BT fOjin nearby

%) de (used after an attribute)
/N xi&o small

Wi chéngshi city

TAE  gbngzud  to work

4
W zai nlizhuang dian I mai yifu.
AL L LS R

| worked in a women's clothing store, selling clothes.
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(to be) in

nliizhuang women's clothes

dian
IV
mai

y1fu

shop
inside
to sell

clothes

Dian laoban yinwéi yao zhuangxit dianmian,

J AR R Y B AR T

The store owner gave me a one-month vacation

J&
e
Koy

6

dian
laoban
yinwei

yao

shop
boss
because

to want

zhuangxit to decorate

dianmian  shop front

géi le wd y1 gé yue de jiaqr.

@ T B A H BB

because they were renovating the shop.

%
.
£

gei
le

wo
i

gé

to give

(completed action marker)
me

one

classifier for objects in general
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H yue month

1) de (used after an attribute)
3 jiagi  vacation

7

Ganghao nashi wo de bidoji& yaoqing wd qu Shénzhén Ilyéu,
W TS s FR) 2 L e 7 3 25 TR g »

Coincidentally, my cousin invited me to go on a trip to Shenzhen.

NI+  ganghdo  to happen to be

FEF nashi at that time
LK) ode my
F4  bidojié older female cousin via female line

#i5 yaoqing to invite

F* wo me

% qu to go to (a place)
®YII Shénzhén Shenzhen

WWE 1lyoéu to travel

8
ké wod de gongzi tai di, méiydu jixu,
AT TBRC, BAME,

However, as my salary was low and | had no savings,

Af ké but
&K wode my
¥ gongzl wages
K tai too (much)
{1iS di low
KA  méiydu to not have
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HE  jixu savings

sudyi zhihdo xiang bama yao le y1 gian kuai.
PTEL R G e i s | — Tk

| had to ask my parents for 1000 yuan.

Frbl  sudyi SO

R4r  zhihdo to have to

G| xiang towards

©=ig  bama dad and mom

7 yao to ask for

it le (completed action marker)
—F  yigian 1000

H kuai yuan

10

ranhou mai le hudchépiao,

IE KT KREE,

(With the money,) | bought a train ticket

RIE ranhou then (afterwards)

K mai to buy

g le (completed action marker)
KGR hudchépiao train ticket

11
tashang le zhé jijiang g&ibian wd rénshéng de IGtu,
B LT I R R BN AR TR

and embarked on this journey that would soon change my life.
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P tashang to set foot on

g le (completed action marker)
X zhé this
B jijiang to be about to

X4 gaibian to change

E24 wo my

A4 rénshéng life

1) de (used after an attribute)
kg 10ta journey
12

na shi wo diyici chd yudnmén IGyéu.
R FRER — A T TR

It was also my first time traveling far from home.

il na that

& shi is

& wo my

B— diyici the first time
H cha to go out

2]  yuanmén far away from home

WRiE - 1yoéu to travel

13
Hudché kai le shiliu gé xiaoshi,
KEFF TSN,

After a 16-hour train ride,

K hudché train

H kai to operate (a vehicle)
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shiliu
gé

xiaoshi

(completed action marker)
16
classifier for objects in general

hour

zhongyu dida Shénzhén Ludhud hudchézhan.

AT ARIEIRYN D W K Gk o

| finally arrived at Shenzhen Luohu Railway Station.

“TF
ik
I
2
T

15

zhongyu finally

dida to arrive

Shénzhén Shenzhen

Ludhu Luohu district of Shenzhen City

hudchézhan train station

Na shi wo jian guo zui da de hudchézhan,

TR 2 3 L 3o 5 KD 2K 2

It was the largest train station | had ever seen.

pill na that

& shi is

E24 wo I

M jian to see

it guo (experienced action marker)
73 Zui -est (superlative suffix)
N da big

1) de (used after an attribute)
K%k hudchézhan train station
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16

xiaché hou zhuan le hén ji cai zhaodao chikou.

THERR TIRAA REIH

It took me a while to find the exit after getting off the train.

T xiache to get off or out of (a bus, train, car etc)
J& hou after

L2 zhuan to walk about

it le (completed action marker)

U hén very

A jit (long) time

* cai only then

%  zhdodao  tofind

o chakou an exit

17
Wuyuéfén de tian yijing kaishi ré le,
HHABRIREEI MG T,

The weather in May had already started to get hot.
FH AL wayuéféen  May

1) de (used after an attribute)

N tian weather

22 yijing already

FFiE  kaishi to begin

# ré hot (of weather)

g le (indicating a change of state)
18
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wo béi zhe ji jian huan xi de y1fu zhan zai dajié shang.
A U e A Rl A2 R4 .

| stood on the street carrying a few sets of clothes.

E24 wo I

H bei to carry on the back or shoulder
= zhe (indicating action in progress)
JL i a few

4 jian classifier for clothes

#:5%  huanxi change clothes (for washing)
1) de (used after an attribute)

KR yifu clothes

il zhan to stand

1t zai (located) at

K#r dajie street

- shang on

19

Cheéliang lailai wangwang,
ZEIRRATAT,

Despite the constant flow of vehicles,

AW chéliang vehicle

KAt i lailaiwangwang come and go in great numbers

20
ké jiushi meéiydu kan dao y1 liang chdziché.
AR EAE S — A

| didn't see a single taxi.

nJ ké but
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yi

liang
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just
did not
to see
one

classifier for vehicles

HFZ chdzoché taxi

21

Pangbian you ditié, dan bu gan qu zuo,

FINATHER, (BN,

There was a subway nearby, but | didn't dare use it

551
fa
EURZR

{H

22

pangbian  to the side

you
ditié
dan

bu

qu

zZuo

there is
metro
but

not

to dare
to go

to take (a bus, airplane etc)

yinwei wo conglaiméi zud guo ditié,

PR B AT Bk

because | had never taken a subway before

Koy
#

yinwei

wo

because

ME#E  coénglaiméi never

Ag

zZuo

to take (a bus, airplane etc)
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23

guo

ditié

Into The Wild... Shenzhen

(experienced action marker)

metro

bu zh1idao zénme zuod.

ANHIE

and didn't know how to (use it).

ANFNIE

A

P1ANY

Ak

24

bu zhidao not know

zénme

zZuo

how?

to take (a bus, airplane etc)

yushi wo jil qu dajié shang weén lurén

B % PN TR YN

So, | went to the street and asked passersby
T7&  yushi thus

E59 wod I

i jiu then

* qu to go
K dajie street

i shang on

i) weén to ask
A lurén passerby
25

nali néng da dao chiuzdche.

MR EELREAT B AL G

where | could find a taxi.
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WEE nali where?

fie néng can

T da to take (a taxi)

ES dao verb complement

% chhziché taxi

26

Ké& dajia dou dui wo bai baishdu,

AR F A LR E T

However, everyone just waved me off

Af ké but

KK dajia everyone

#l déu all

xof dui towards

5 wo me

% bai to wave

#F  baishdu to wave one's hand
27

méi rén yuanyi If wo.

BNE B

and no one was willing to pay attention to me.
b4 méi have not

A rén person

& yuanyi willing (to do sth)

piii} If to pay attention to

. wo me
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28
Tiansé jianjian an xialai le,
REHTHE TRT,
It was getting darker

Kt tiansé time of day, as indicated by the color of the sky

Wi jianjian gradually

i an dark

Tk xialai indicates continuation from the past towards us
g le (completed action marker)

29

meibanfa, wd zhihao yanzhe rénxingdao yizhi zdu,
BINE, FAFIE NTIE—HE,
and | had no choice but to continue walking along the sidewalk.

BIME méibanfa  there is nothing to be done

E39 wo I
H4F  zhihdo to have to
W&  yanzhe to go along

ANATiE rénxingdao sidewalk
—H  yizhi continuously

E z6u to walk

30
banxidaoshi hou wd xingyun de da dao le chiiziche,
Fhi e RIS AT ] T HAR S,

After half an hour, | luckily managed to get a taxi
/NI banxidoshi - half hour

& hou later

mandarincorner.org
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£59 wod I

iz xingydn lucky

Hh de -ly

17 da to take (a taxi))

3| dao verb complement

g le (completed action marker)

HHZ chdziché taxi

31
qu dao zhu zai fujin de péngyou jia guo le y1 ye,
EEMEAEMT AR T —,

and went to stay overnight at a friend's house nearby.

% qu to go

ES dao to (a place)

¥ zhu to live

1t zai (to be) in

BT fOjin nearby

%) de (used after an attribute)

Mk péngyou  friend

X jia home

ju guod to live

g le (completed action marker)
— y1 one

" yé night

32

di'eértian jiu da le gongjiaoché qu zhao biagjié.
RIS T A RIRER .
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The next day, | took a bus to visit my cousin.

%K di'ertian next day

it jiv then

# da to take (boat, train)

7 le (completed action marker)

NAEZ gongjiaoché bus

* qu to go

E39 zhao to look for

F4H  bidojié older female cousin via female line
33

Bi%oji& bi w da liang sui,

RIALLR KNS,

My cousin was two years older than me

KM biaojié older female cousin via female line
tt bi to compare

. wo me

PN da older (than)

[} liang two

% sui classifier for years (of age)

34

zai Shénzhen gongzuo le wu nian dud,
FEFRINTAE ¥ hEZ,

and had been working in Shenzhen for over five years.

1r zai (to be) in
S| Shénzhén Shenzhen

TAE  gongzud  to work

mandarincorner.org
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(completed action marker)
five
year

more

ta nanpéngyou kai le yT jia xido gongsT, mai LED dianyuan.

WM AIT T — KN w2 LED H.

Her boyfriend owned a small company that sold LED power supplies,

i
SR
9%:

36

ta her

nanpéngyou boyfriend

kai to open

le (completed action marker)
yi one

jia classifier for businesses
Xido small

gongsi (business) company

mai to sell

dianyuan electric power source

Ta ziji yé zai nar gongzuo.

i 5 SRR LA

and she also worked (in his company).
hEC taziji herself

gic! yé also

1t zai (to be) in

L nar that place

mandarincorner.org
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TAE  gdngzud  to work

37

GoOngsT zdnggodng san geé rén,

The company had a total of three people:

NG| gongsi (business) company
M3t zdnggong  altogether

= san three

A ge classifier for people
A rén people

38

chule bidojié hé ta nanpéngyou,

B 7 2 aH A 55 A

my cousin, her boyfriend,

BT chule besides

FH bidojié older female cousin via female line
F hé and

i ta her

BIIK nanpéngyou boyfriend

39
haiyodu y1 gé tad nanpéngyou de gingi Xido Zhang.
A 55 A2 RN T

and a relative of her boyfriend named Xiao Zhang.

it hai also

H you there is

mandarincorner.org
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— yi one
A ge classifier for people
il ta her

B nanpéngyou boyfriend

if] de ~'s (possessive particle)
B qingi a relative

/MK xidozhang Xiao Zhang

40

Tamen san gé rén zhu zai yT tao gongyu i,
A=A NEE—BEAE R,

All three of them lived in an apartment together,

fifilT  tamen they

- san three

A gé classifier for people
A rén people

¥ zhu to live

7t zai (to be) in

—%&  yitao a set

/vE gongyu apartment

H If inside

41

wo béi anpai hé Xido Zhang zhu y1 jian fang.

T 2 HEA N GRAE — 18] )5

and | was assigned to share a room with Xiao Zhang.
E24 wo I

B béi (indicates passive-voice clauses)

mandarincorner.org

18



Into The Wild... Shenzhen

ZH  anpai to arrange
F hé with

/Nik xidozhang Xiao Zhang

¥ zhu to stay

— yT one

[&] jian classifier for rooms
Vi fang room

42

Xido Zhang bi wo xido lidng sui.

IR LRI

Xiao Zhang was two years younger than me.

/NiK xidozhang Xiao Zhang

tt bi to compare

5 wo me

/N xido young

(i) liang two

% sui classifier for years (of age)
43

Bi%ojié de didi, y&jiushi wd de bidogg,
KA B, MR MEE,

My cousin's younger brother, who was also my cousin,

FH biaojié older female cousin via female line
if] de ~'s (possessive particle)
e didi younger brother

WEtE  y&jiushi that is

&K wode my

mandarincorner.org
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FHF biaoge older male cousin via female line

44
dangshi méi gongzuo, yé zan zhu zai biaojié jia.
I E AR, M AEERER.

was not working at the time and was (also) temporarily staying at her place.
4 dangshi at that time

w méi have not

TAE  gbongzud  job

gic! yé also

H zan temporary

£ zht to live

1t zai (to be) in

F4H  bidojié older female cousin via female line
X jia home

45

Bénlai bidojié shi dasuan dai wd qu Shénzhén gege difang kankan de,
ARFIERATER R ERINE T EER,

Initially, my cousin was planning to take me around various places in Shenzhen,

Ak bé&nlai originally

W bidojié older female cousin via female line
& shi is

FTH d&suan to plan

i dai take along

F* wo me

% qu to go to (a place)

Yl Shénzhén Shenzhen

mandarincorner.org
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B gége every

oy difang place

EE kankan to take a look at

i} de (used at the end for emphasis)
46

dan yinwei gongsr shi tai duo, tud bu kai shén,
BHRENAFERL, BATTS,

but due to her busy schedule at work, she couldn't free up her time.

H dan but

FA yinwei because

NG| gongsi (business) company
A shi thing

K tai too (much)

EZ dud much

AT tudbukai can't leave somewhere (because too busy, etc.)

5 shén body

47

sudyi ta rang bidogé dai wo chdqu wan.

Fr PAGt Lk 2 A i L B

So, she asked this other cousin (her younger brother) to take me out for a tour.
FrbL  sudyi SO

i ta she

ik rang to let sb do sth

KA biaoge older male cousin via female line
it dai to take along

59 wo me
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% chaqu to go out
It wan to have fun
48

W0 hé bidaogé jihua qu shizhongxin de shi chéng kansha.
AR EF R E T O A 5
My male cousin and | planned to go to a bookstore in downtown.

I wo I

F hé and

FKEF bidoge older male cousin via female line
e jihua to plan

% qu to go to (a place)

TG shizhongxin downtown

i} de (used after an attribute)

SEE shiichéng book city

E kansh to read

49

Bidojié zhu de difang li shizhongxin hai hén yuan,
RUUERI T & 17 L Is Rz,

My (older) cousin's place was far from there,

F4  biaojié older female cousin via female line
¥ zhu to live

1) de (used after an attribute)

M7 difang place

= li (in giving distances) from

mitty  shizhongxin downtown

P hai still

mandarincorner.org
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1R hén very
b7 yuan far
50

zuo le liang ge xidoshi de gongjiaoché cai dao shi chéng.
AR T PRSI B S B A

so we had to take a two-hour bus ride to reach the bookstore.

A zZuo to take (a bus, airplane etc)
7 le (completed action marker)
4] liang two

A gé classifier for objects in general
/NEF - xidoshi hour

i} de (used after an attribute)
WAL gongjiaoché bus

* cai only then

B dao to arrive

3 shdchéng book city

51

Shi chéng Ii de shi féichang dud, kan de wo téuydn.

BWENFAEEZ, FEICLkE.

There were so many books in the bookstore that it made me dizzy just looking at them.

P53 shlchéng book city

EL I¥ inside

1) de (used after an attribute)
+ sha book

k% feichang very

EZ dud many

mandarincorner.org
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B kan to look at

5 de (structural particle)
& wo I

kg téuydn dizzy

52

Dachéngshi i hdoxiang shénme dou dud!
Ky BAFHEAT A H 2 !

It seemed like everything was abundant in big cities!
K dachéngshi big city

EEL I¥ inside

1714  haoxiang to seem like
ft4  shénme anything

#l dou all

EZ dud many

53

Shd dud, rén dud, chézi dud.
Bz, N2, £1£.

There were lots of books, lots of people, lots of cars,

+ sha book

EZ dud  many

A rén people

EZ dud  many

%F chézi  small vehicle (car, bicycle, cart etc)

% dud many

54
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Erqié rénmen zdulu féichang kuai,

T HAATERRAEH TR,

and people walked really fast.
mH  érqié moreover
AT rénmen people
EH  zoulu to walk
k% feichang  very

T kuai quick

55

wo wanquan wufa shiying,

B BTG N,

| couldn’t adapt to it at all

56

wo

wanquan  totally

wufa

shiying

unable

to adapt

meici qu shizhdngxin dou ganjué bushfu.

SN N o

and felt uncomfortable every time | went downtown.

R

méici

qu

every time

to go to (a place)

shizhongxin downtown

dou
ganjué

bushafu

all

to feel

to feel uncomfortable

mandarincorner.org
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57

W0 méitian génzhe bidogé chiqu wan,

PR RIE R A £,

However, | (still) went out with my male cousin every day

E5d wo

K méitian

¥  génzhe
#E bidogé
% chaqu
bt wan

58

I

every day

to follow after

older male cousin via female line
to go out

to have fun

sutran bu tai xiguan dachéngshi de kuai jiézou,

BRI BRIRTT I PRTT 2=,

and although | was not used to the fast pace of the big city,

AR suiran
AR butai
I xiguan

although
not very

to be used to

N ] dachéngshi big city

] de

T kuai
Tz jiézou
59

(used after an attribute)
quick

rhythm

dan yé& hén kaixin néng tiyan buytyang de shénghuo.

(AR TT L AT AR —

FERIAET

| was happy to experience a different lifestyle.

mandarincorner.org
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dan

hén
kaixin
néng

tiyan

yet

also

very

to feel happy
to be able to

to experience for oneself

buylyang  different

de

(used after an attribute)

shénghué life

Ké méi guo liang tian, bidojié de baba chdshi le,

ARG PIR, REMEEHF T,

Just a few days later, my cousins’ father

Tl
&
-
[}
IS

61

ké

méi
guo
liang
tian
biaojié
de
baba
chushi

le

but

have not

to pass (time)

two

day

older female cousin via female line
~'s (possessive particle)

(informal) father

to have an accident

(completed action marker)

ta zai gongzuo shi shoushang le,

A AR 3245 1

mandarincorner.org
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was injured in an accident while working
el ta he

1t zai (to be) in

TAE  gongzud  to work

iy shi when

{5  shoushang to sustain injuries

g le (completed action marker)
62

bidogé budébl huiqu zhaogu ta.
TR AFAN ] HE A -

and the male cousin had to go back to take care of him.

FHF biaoge older male cousin via female line

AR budébu  haveto

12 huiqu to go back
e zhaogu to take care of
i ta him

63

Zhéxia méi rén péi wo chiqu wan le,

XTFERANRERE LT,
Now that no one was there to take me out,
XN zhexia this time
" méi not
rén people
I péi to accompany
59 wo me
2 chaqu to go out

mandarincorner.org
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B2 wan to have fun
g le (indicating a change of state)
64

wo jil méitian génzhe bidojié qu gongsT kan dianshi,

AR R IE R 5 A FE R,

| had to stay at the company with my female cousin every day to watch TV
£59 wod I

il jiv then

R méitian every day

%  génzhe to follow after

F4  bidojié older female cousin via female line
% qu to go to

A®  gongsi (business) company

E kan to watch

HAL  dianshi television

65

ou’ér bangmang ganhud.

BRI
and occasionally helped with chores.
B8R ou'ér occasionally

it bangmang to help

+iE  ganhud to work

66
Hén kuai wd de y1 gé yue jiaqT jiuyao jiéshu le.

IRERBI— > A B ZE A5 T

mandarincorner.org
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My one-month vacation was soon coming to an end,

/RER hénkuai  very quickly
LK wode my

—/NH yigéyué one month

B jiagr vacation

BE jidyao to be going to

459 jiéshu to end

it le (completed action marker)
67

Zhéng dasuan mai piao huiqu de shihou,
IEFT SRS SRR K i
and just as | was about to buy a ticket to go back,

1k zheng just (right)

ITH  dasuan to plan

Sk mai to buy

=2 piao ticket

Fl2:  huiqu to return

i} de (used after an attribute)

if{%  shihou time (when)

68
bidojié de nanpéngyou de nainai tiran qushi le.
R F IR DD FRIRZAME T .

my cousin's boyfriend's grandmother passed away suddenly.

F4H  bidojié older female cousin via female line
if] de ~'s (possessive particle)

B nanpéngyou boyfriend
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1) de ~'s (possessive particle)
Uiy nainai (informal) grandma

AR taréan sudden

ZA: qushi to pass away

g le (completed action marker)
69

Tamen liang gé bixd zudféiji gan huiqu canjia zangli,
HATTPR AN D6 ZTAL K LEE [m] 22 2 In 38 4L,

Both of them had to fly back to attend the funeral,

flifi1 tamen they

[ liang two

A ge classifier for people
WA bixa to have to

ALTRAL  zuofeijt to catch a plane

fian gan to rush

[[2:  huiqu to go back

ZN  canjia to take part

24, zangl funeral

70

ér gongsit jiu zhiydu Xido Zhang yigeérén,
M2 =t A Ak — A,

leaving only Xiao Zhang at the company.

1} ér and

ANd gongsi (business) company
il jiv just (emphasis)
RE  zhiydu only
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/MK xidozhang Xiao Zhang

—A N yigérén alone

71
sudyi bidaojié qing wo zai Zhénzhen dud dai jitian,
P RIS RARINZ ALK,

So, my cousin asked me to stay in Shenzhen for a few more days

Fr LA Sudyt therefore

FH bidojié older female cousin via female line
15 qing to ask

F* wo me

7t Zai (to be) in

] Shénzhén Shenzhen

EZ dud more

(5 dai to stay

JLR jitian several days

72

bangmang zhaokan gongsr.
WICEE A
to help take care of the company.

#4- bangmang to help

W&  zhaokan to look after

>
|

gongs1 (business) company

73
YT ge libai hou, tdmen huilai le,

— MR, fATERR T
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After a week, they returned,

— y1 one

A gé classifier for objects in general
L libai week

Ja hou later

fifilT  tamen they

[F>k huilai to return

it le (completed action marker)

74

wo yé gai huiqu gongzuo le.

Ftazlnl £ TAE T

and it was time for me to go back to work.
E24 wod I

e yé also

% gai should

12 huiqu to go back

TAE  gongzud  to work

g le (indicating a change of state)

75

Ké wo faxian wo jianjian xihuan shang dachéngshi le,

AR I FM 5 X b ORI T T

But | realized that | was gradually falling in love with the big city,
Af ké but

I wo I
K faxian to find
* wo I
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W jianjian gradually
BEH xihuan to like
+ shang (indicating an action has started)

KIgTi  dachéngshi big city

g le (indicating a change of state)

76
bidojié yé tiyi rang wo zai Shénzhén zhao gongzuo.
FIAWAR VAL FRAE BRI TAE .

and my cousin suggested that | look for a job in Shenzhen.

F4H  bidojié older female cousin via female line
e yé also

W tiyi to suggest

ik rang to let sb do sth

5 wo me

1t zai (to be) in

wl Shénzhén Shenzhen
£39 zhdo to look

TAE  gdngzud  job

77

W& xinxiang huiqu xido chéngshi yé méiydushénme fazhan,

OB\ LN A A KR

| thought to myself that going back to a small town wouldn't offer much in terms of career

opportunities,

& wo I
Y5 XTnxiang to think to oneself
EIFS huiqu to go back
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7N xi&o small

Wi chéngshi city

e yé also

KHEH 24 méiydushénme there's nothing ... about it
K I fazhan development / growth

78

jiu juéding lia xialai le.
MIRER TR T

so | decided to stay.

it jiu then

g juéding to decide

& lid to stay

Tk xialai (indicating motion down and towards us)
it le (completed action marker)

79

Yushi wo kaishi zai wangshang zhao gongzuo,

TR BITIRAERM L3 T A,

Then, | started searching for jobs online,
F7&  yushi as a result

E24 wod I

Fris  kaishi to begin

1t zai (to be) in

M. wangshang online
£39 zhao to look for

TAE  gbngzud  job
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80

ké méiydu daxué wénping,

A R,

but without a college degree,

Af ké but

®A  méiydu to not have

K% daxué university / college

X wénping diploma

81

gongst dou bu yuanyi yao wo.

ALIE I Z NG 5

companies were reluctant to hire me.

NG| gongsi (business) company
#l dou all

A bu not

EE yuanyi willing (to do sth)

o yao to take

5 wo me

82

W6 ydudian huang le, buzht gai z€nmeban.

A SN T, AFZEAT.

(After a while), | started to panic a bit, and did not know what to do.
* wo I

HE ydudian a little

Bic huang to get panicky
it le (completed action marker)
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A%1 buzht not to know
% gai should

B4 4 z&nmeban what's to be done

83

Zuihou bidojié de nanpéngyou juéding rang wo zai ta de gongst zuod xidoshou,

B Ja AU 53 0 Ak AR FRAE A 2w

Eventually, my cousin's boyfriend decided to have me work in his company as a

salesperson.

e zuihou finally
FH bidojié older female cousin via female line
i} de ~'s (possessive particle)

FHMK nanpéngyou boyfriend

Y juéding to decide (to do something)
ik rang to let sb do sth

F* wo me

1t zai (to be) in

b ) ta de his

/NG| gongsTt (business) company

i zud to be

B xidoshou sales

84

zhéyang wo néng hé biaogjié zhu zai yiqi.
XAEIRBE AR AR AE—

This way, | could live with my cousin.
XK zhéyang  this way

* wo I
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He néng
il hé
FUH  biaojié
¥ zhu
E—ife  zaiyiqi
85

can
with

older female cousin via female line
to live

together

Sutran bu zhidao xidoshou shi zud shénme de,

BIRA KB SR 41,

Even though | wasn't exactly sure what sales involved,

86

suiran

bu

zhidao

even though
not

to know

xiaoshou sales

shi...de

zuod

shénme

(structure to emphasize information)
to do

what?

dan wd haishi hén kaixin néng gén biaojié yiqi gongzud.

{EHFIERRIT O REER R H — i TAF

| was still happy to be able to work with my cousin.

(=]

dan
wo
haishi
hén
kaixin

néng

but

I

still

very

to feel happy

to be able to
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i3 gén with
W biaojié older female cousin via female line
—jk  yiqi together

TAE  gdngzud  to work

87

Jit zhéyang, wo lia zai le Shénzheén,
BUXFE, A TIRYI

And that was how | stayed in Shenzhen
it jiu just (emphasis)

X#t  zhéyang like this
®

wo I
B liu to stay
1t zai (to be) in
it le (completed action marker)

wl Shénzhén Shenzhen

88
érqié hai ydu le gongzuo.
mHEH T TAE.

and got a job.

MmH  érqi® moreover

i hai also
H you to have
g le (completed action marker)

TAE  gdngzud  job

89
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W0 gishi génbén bu ddng xidaoshou yuan shi zud shénme de,
FRILSEARAAE B & L2 A A 1,

| actually didn't understand what a salesperson was supposed to do

59 wo I

Hsz qishi actually

A génbén (not) at all

A bu not

(i dong to understand

41 xiaoshou yuan  sales person

#&...1] shi...de (structure to emphasize information)
i zuod to do

H4  shénme what?

90

yiwéi jil gén zai gongchang gongzud yiyang.
PUONAEERAE L] TAE—FF.

and | thought it was similar to working in a factory.

LI yiwéi to assume

iR jiu just (emphasis)
R gén as (compared to)
1t zai (to be) in

T.J-  gongchang factory
TAE  gongzud  to work

—#  ylyang the same as

91
Ranhou bidojié de nanpéngyou, yéjiushi wd de laoban,

RIERMM BN, BAERER,
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And then my cousin's boyfriend, who was now my boss,

]

e

92

ranhou
bidojié

de
nanpéngyou
y&jiushi

wo de

laoban

then (afterwards)

older female cousin via female line
~'s (possessive particle)

boyfriend

that is

my

boss

ta shdubashdu jido wo rahé zai wangshang xiunzhao kehu,

M FEF AT AE R £ FHE

personally taught me how to find clients online,

fis
FOF
#

93

ta
shoubashou
jiao

wo

ruhé

zai
wangshang
xunzhao

kehu

ruhé dadianhua géi kéhu,

AT AT FLAR 45 25

how to call them,

afa]

rihé

he

hand in hand
to teach

me

how

(to be)in
online

to look for

customer

how
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dadianhua to make a telephone call

geéi

to

kéhu customer

ranhou shuifu kehu mai wémen de chanpin.

SR JE Ui e SEFRATT IR 7 i o

and how to persuade them to buy our products.

WA
iR
9

ranhou then (afterwards)

shuifu to convince

kéhu customer

mai to buy

women our

de ~'s (possessive particle)

chanpin product

W0 sutran shénme dou bu dong,

Although | didn't know anything,

I

even if
anything
(not) at all
not

to understand

FERH AHAE,
E59 wo

BEIR suiran
4 shénme
#B dou

A bu

T doéng

96
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dan hén ai wen wenti,

{EAR 22 1] ] T,

| loved asking questions,

H dan
1B hén
ped ai

i wen

M8 wen

97

but

very much
to love

to ask

ti  question

sudyi méi gud dudjit wo jiu lidojié le xidaoshou yuan de gongzud shi shénme.

it Lt 22 A B T il 1 AR L AR A4

so it didn't take long for me to understand what the job of a salesperson entailed.

Frek
IESVEZN

sudyi

méi guo dudjit
wo

jiu

lidojié

le

xiaoshou yuan
de

gongzuo

shi

shénme

STo)
before too long

I

then

to understand

(completed action marker)
sales person

(used after an attribute)
job

is

what?

GoOngsT zhiydu y1 gé xiao chéjian,

AE) R AN,
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The company had only one small workshop

NG| gongsi (business) company

R zhi only

H you to have

— y1 one

A gé classifier for objects in general
7N Xi&o small

#[6]  chégjian workshop

99

yonglai shéngchan yangpin.
FHRA =1 it o

for producing samples,

ik yonglai to be used for
4 p#  shéngchan to produce

FES: yangpin sample

100

Da piliang de dingdan jiu fa qu gdongchang daigong,
KRRk LT AT,

while bulk orders were outsourced to factories.
KitE dapiliang  big batch

1) de (used after an attribute)

178 dingdan order

it jiv then
K fa to send out
* qu to go

T.J gongchang factory
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R daigdng OEM (original equipment manufacturer) supplier

101
dan xido piliang women y1ban ziji shéngchan,
{E/ N E AT — B E 24,

However, for small batches, we usually produced them ourselves
(1) dan but

/NMitE  xido piliang small batch

AT wdmen we
—f%  yiban generally
Ho oz oneself

£5% shéngchan to produce

102

zhéyang néng shéng y1 bi gian.
KR —

to save money.

XK zhéyang  this way

fie néng can

A shéng to save

— yi one

2 bi classifier for sums of money
B gian money

103

Youyici, wd de kéhu xia le yT gé xido dingdan.
A BT T AT

Once, a client placed a small order
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H—Ik yoduyici once
&K wode my
' kéhu customer
xia issue (an order, etc.)
g le (completed action marker)
— y1 one
™ geé classifier for objects in general
/N Xi&o small

! dingdan (purchase) order

104
Jido q1 hén jin, méibanfa,
THIRE, &INE,

with a tight deadline. We had no other choice:

T jiaoqr delivery date
1R hén very
® jin tight

#IME méibanfa  there is nothing to be done

105

weile néng zhunshi jiaohuo,
N T ReAERT A R,

in order to deliver it on time,

NT weile in order to
i3 néng to be able to
HERF  zhUnshi on time

2Zbi jiaohuo to deliver goods
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women si gé rén gongzuo le yT wanshang,

FAWIAN NLAE T —1 £,

the four of us had to work overnight.

AT
I

i b

107

women

Si
gé

rén

we
four
classifier for people

people

gongzud to work

le

yT

(completed action marker)

one

wanshang night

di'értian zaoshang shunli fahuo.

HRE BIRR] R B .

The next morning, we successfully shipped the order.

FR
H L
A
K3

108

di'értian next day
zaoshang early morning
shunli smoothly

fahuo to send out goods

Leisi de shiging jingchang fashéng,
RN 2T KE,

Similar situations frequently occurred,

A

ib]

leisi

de

similar

(used after an attribute)
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shiqing thing
jingchang  often

fashéng to happen

wodmen yeé jingchang aoye shéngchan,

PATh B A,

and we often found ourselves working late into the night

Al
,

2w
HW

e

110

women we

yé also

jingchang often

aoyé to stay up late or all night
shéngchan to produce

yodushihou lidn zhoumod dou yao gongzud.

A7 G JA R R A

or even over weekends.

A I
%
JAR
ik

=
TAE

111

ydushihou sometimes

lian (used with 3, £ etc) even
zhoumo weekend

dou (used for emphasis) even
yao must

gongzuo to work

Dan nashihou bingbu juéde xinkd,

BRI R I A4
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However, | never felt burdened during those times.

= dan but
JEHE  nashihou  at that time

JA bingbu not at all

w3 juéde to feel
FT Xinkl hard
112

fan’ér juéde hén chongshi.

SR BEAFAR TR S

Instead, | felt fulfilled.

i fan'ér instead
wis  juéde to feel
75 hén very

7852 chongshi  full

113
Zai Shenzhén, chule biojié,
FERYIL, Bx TR,

In Shenzhen, aside from my cousin,

7t zai (to be) in

Wl Shénzhén Shenzhen

7  chule besides
F4  biaojié older female cousin via female line
114

wo shéi yé bu rénshi.

B AR,
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| didn't know anyone else.

5 wo I
e shéi  who/anyone
il yé (for emphasis)

A bu not

AR rénshi  to know

115
Méitian de shijian dou shi zai bangongshi I dugud,
ER I )R 2 AE TP A 25 B

| spent all my time in the office

K méitian every day

i} de (used after an attribute)
iE shijian time

# dou all

& shi is

1t zai (to be) in

7325  bangongshi office

EEL I¥ inside

Eir dugud to pass

116

yT nian zhthou, wd ganjué ziji de shénghuo hén dandiao.
—HEZ A, BEGEHE CREFR I

and after a year, | found my life to be quite dull.

— y1 one
& nian year
ZJG  zhihou later

mandarincorner.org



Into The Wild... Shenzhen

£59 wod I

&% ganjué to feel

Ho oz oneself

1) de ~'s (possessive particle)

3G shénghud  life
1R hén very

AR dandiao monotonous

117
Nazhdng ganjué rang wd hén yayi,
R AR Lk AR A,

That feeling made me deeply depressed
F nazhdng  thatkind of

T ganjué feeling

ik rang to make sb (feel sad etc)
F* wo me

1B hén very

JEHI yayi depressing

118

yé féichang kéwang néng jido dao yixi€ péngyou.
JLE| ISR EY: I =

and | longed for some friends.

e yé also

k% feichang  very much

W kéwang to long for
fie néng to be able to
2z jiao to make friends
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B dao (verb complement)
— yixié some

Mk péngyou  friend

119
Ranhou wo zai wangshang zhao dao le yT gé pashan de qun,
SRIGIRAE R 4R E] T — A TE L B,

Then, | found a hiking group online,

SRJE  ranhou then (afterwards)
E59 wo I
1t zai (to be) in

M. wangshang online

%  zhdodao  tofind

g le (completed action marker)
— yT one
A gé classifier for objects in general

€1y pashan hiking

%) de (used after an attribute)
pic qun group
120

mé&i zhouri génzhe yT qun bu rénshi de rén qu pashan,
R HERE BRI AN E L,
and every Sunday | would join a group of strangers to go hiking.

méi every
JAH  Zhouri Sunday
IR¥E  génzhe to follow after

—#  yTqun a group of
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bu

rénshi

de
rén

qu

pashan
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not

to know

(used after an attribute)
people

to go

hiking

yIxia zdujin le yT qun huépo de rénqun zhdng,

— TR T EEE RN ET,

Suddenly, | stepped into a lively community,

~F
it

122

yixia all of a sudden

zdujin to enter

le (completed action marker)
yT one

qun group

huépo lively

de (used after an attribute)
réngun crowd

zhong in

wd Ziji y& biande kailang dud le.

KECHEBITHZ T .

and | myself became much more outgoing.
KHC wo ziji myself

e yé also

21T biande to become
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VAR kailang cheerful

% dud more

T le (indicating a change of state)
123

Meici pa wan shan wd you pan zhe xiaci qu pashan,
BT LR E T ERRLL,

Every time after hiking, | would eagerly look forward to the next (Sunday hike).

IR méici every time

e pa to climb

5¢ wan to finish

th shan mountain

E59 wod I

3% you (once) again

i) pan to long for

5 zhe (indicating action in progress)
Tk xiaci next time

% qu to go

€11 pashan hiking

124
dan bingbu shi mé&i zhouri dou kéyi xidxi.
B AR H AR AT LAARR,

However, it wasn't always possible to have Sundays off
H dan but

A bingbu emphatically not

& shi is
méi every
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JH  Zhouri Sunday
#i dou all

RS kéyi can
fRE. xidxi rest
125

Yinwei gongst Ou’ér mang,

PR R 2 mE /R AT,

because occasionally, my company would be busy
RN yinwei because

ANH gongsi (business) company

/R ouér sometimes

1T mang busy

126

wo jiu xtyao lia xialai jiaban.

AT TRV

and | would have to stay and work overtime.

E24 wo I

it jiu then

FTE xdyao to need

2] liu to stay

Tk xialai (indicates motion down and towards us)
In¥E jiaban to work overtime

127

Name w0 you déi zai déng yT ge libai cai néng qu pashan.

AP AGHE—MALFEA REER TR
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So, | had to wait another week before | could go hiking again.

M4 name in that case
E59 wod I

3% you (once) again
1% déi to have to

H zai in addition to
& déng to wait for

— yi one

A gé classifier for or objects in general
L libai week

* cai only then

13 néng can

% qu to go

€il;  pashan hiking

128

Yé shi yinwei pashan,

W BN IEL,

It was because of hiking

e yé also

& shi is

N yInwei because

J€il;  pashan hiking

129
wo rénshi le wo de haopéngyou Xiao Mi.
TR T IREF BT AN K

that | met my friend Xiaomi.
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wo de
haopéngyou

xidomi

I

to get acquainted with sb
(completed action marker)
my

good friend

Xiao Mi

Women lid wdhuabutan, hén hédelai.

TAUHTIEAR, IREFHK,

We talked about everything and got along very well.

Al women we

17 lia two

Ak wahuabutan to tell each other everything
1R hén very

Gk hédelai to get along well

131

Xido Mi hé zhéxié Iiydu wei wod de shénghud zéngtian le hén dud huanxiao.

ANARANIX LEBP AN BRI AETE G TR Z I

Xiaomi and these hiking buddies added a lot of joy to my life.

IR
73l

xiaomi
hé
zhéxie
lGydu
wei
wo de

shénghud

Xiao Mi

and

these

travel buddy
for

my

life
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W% zéengtian  to add

g le (completed action marker)
1R hén very

% dud much

¥ huanxiao  to laugh happily

132

Youle xin péngyou, méizhdu yé you hudédong canjia,
AWK, SRABEEHISM,

With new friends, | had activities to participate in every week.

H you to have
it le (indicating a change of state)
pen XN new

M/ péngyou  friend

JA  méizhou  every week
il yé also

H you to have
W% huodong  active

Z canjia to participate

133

wo yTnggai hén kaixin cai dui,
FPAZARTF O A X

| should have been happy,
E24 wo I

Mi%  yinggai should
R hén very

Ly kaixin to feel happy
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7 cai only then
X dui right
134

Dan zdng ganjué shénghuo zhong haishi qué le dian shénme.
BRI ok T R A
but (instead) | always felt like there was something missing in my life.

1H dan but

zdng always

ok

g
ok

ganjué to feel

£3%  shénghud  life

Hh zhong in

WsE  haishi still

Bk qué lack

it le (completed action marker)
=) dian a little

H4  shénme  something

135
Zai Zhonggud, zudwei xiaoshou, bixd yao hui shudhua,

R, N, BAES U,

In China, as a salesperson, it was necessary to be good at communication,

1t zai (to be) in

H Zhonggué China

BN zuowei as (in the capacity of)
W xiaoshou  sales

WZ bixad to have to

5 yao must
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hui

shuohua

to be able to

to talk

hui taohao kehu, du’ér yé yao sahuang.

SWAFE S, AR R R

pleasing customers and occasionally telling lies.

=

B
9
fl K
ek
=

filiic

137

hui

tdohao

kéhu

to be good at

to win favor by fawning on sb
customer

occasionally

also

must

to tell lies

Dan zhéxié dou bushi wd shanchang de,

(HIXLEHRA R AT K,

However, these were not my strengths.

H dan but

X4 zhéxié these

#i déu all

A& bushi is not

E24 wod I

K shanchang to be good at

i} de (used at the end for emphasis)
138
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yinggai shud wd génbén jiu bu xihuan,

S22 Ui BARAS AN B X

| (actually) didn'’t like it at all.

VA

it

139

yinggai
shuod
wo
génbén
jiu

bu

xihuan

should

to say

I

(not) at all

just (emphasis)
not

to like

sudyi wo de yeji yizhi hén zaogao,

BT AR ML 51— ELAREEE,

So, my performance was poor,

Frek
i

N7

140

Suoyi
wo de
yeji
yizhi
hén

z30g3a0

therefore

my

performance (of a employee)
always

very

terrible

cdng gongzud shang wd huddé bulido rénhé chéngjiu gan.

MIAE EBIRAGA T AT A -

and | didn't derive any sense of achievement from my work.

M
TAE

céng

gongzud

from

work
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- shang
5 wo

A huodé
AT buliao
B rénhé

Mgt chéngjiu gan

141

on
I

to get
unable to
any

a sense of achievement

Xiangbi hé Zhongguorén zudshéngyi,

FHEEAN A B A

Compared to Chinese,

FHEE xiangbi

A hé

to compare

with

FiE N Zhongguorén  Chinese person

ffE B zudshéngyi

| preferred dealing with Westerners in business as | appreciated their directness.

142

wo géng xihuan xi1fang
T E XTI E %
. wo

Fd géng

X xihuan

#iJi N Xifangrén

if] de
B zhijie
143

to do business

rén de zhijie,

’

I

more

to like

Westerner

(used after an attribute)

straightforward
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sudyi wo xXtwang ziji néng jiang yingydu,

PrUA R A H O R IEE,

Therefore, | wished that | could speak English

Frek
#

s
Ho

144

sudyi SO

wo I

xXiwang to wish for
zZiji oneself
néng can

jiang to speak

Yingyu English (language)

zud waimao xidoshou yuan, gén waigudrén zudshéngyi.

AN S 01, BRAME A .

and worked as a foreign trade salesperson, conducting business with foreigners.

i

145

zZuo to do
waimao foreign trade

xiaoshou yuan sales person

gén with
waiguorén foreigner
zuoshéengyi to do business

Yushi wd jiu xdansi zhe liydong kdngyu shijian zixué Yingyu.

TR S B AE R 2RI (8] B 251

So | considered using my free time to study English.

T
#

yushi thus

wo |
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jiu
xunsi
zhe
liyong
kongyu
shijian
zixue

Yingyu

then

to think to oneself

(indicating action in progress)
to use

free

time

self-study

English (language)

Dé&ng xuéh&o le shudbuding néng zud waimao, hai néng chigud Iiydu.

AN T U EREMAN S, IR RE R -

Who knows, if | became proficient, | would be able to work in foreign trade and even travel

abroad.

147

shudbuding

néng
zuod
waimao
hai
néng
chaguo

IGyéu

when

to study

(indicate finishing satisfactorily)
(completed action marker)
maybe

can

to do

foreign trade

also

can

to go abroad

to travel
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Zhé tinggqilai shi gé bucuo de zhuyi ba?
X AR A AR T R ?
Didn’t this sound like a good idea?
X zhé this

Wrikek  tingqilai to sound like

& shi is

A ge classifier for objects in general
ANE: bucud pretty good

i} de (used after an attribute)

FE  zhlyi idea

g ba ...right?

148

Ké wd zhi zai chlizhong xué guo san nian Yingydu,
R AR A =R,

But | only studied English for three years in middle school,

Af ké but

E59 wo I

H zhi only

7t zai (to be) in

#) chazhdng  junior high school

2 Xué to study

it guo (experienced action marker)
=4  sannian three year

JLiE  Yingyu English (language)

149

na huir bushi hén xihuan Yingyd,
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2 ) LA 2R ERIEE,

and | didn't really like it back then,

A2 )L nahuir at that time

A& bushi not

1R hén very

X xihuan to like

JLiE  Yingyu English (language)

150

sudyi chéngji hén cha,

It LR SR 2

so my grades were poor.
bl sudyi SO
M&i  chéngji grades
1R hén very
% cha bad
151

zhi rénshi érshi liu gé zima hé jige danci.
FOANRZ A S B LAS #3d]
At that time, | only knew the 26 letters and a few words.

R zhi only
LR rénshi to know

-+ érshiliu 26

A gé classifier for objects in general
TR zima letter (of the alphabet)

F hé and

JUA jige afew
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FALH] danci word

152
Yao zixué shibushi bu tai kénéng ya?
HH RN RA KT HER ?

Didn’t it sound impossible for me to self-learn English?

B yao going to (as future auxiliary)

2% zixué self-study

EAHE shibushi  isorisn't

AKX butai not very

AffE  kénéng possible

wF ya particle expressing surprise or doubt
153

Jiashang wd dangshi méi gian yé méi shijian qu xuéxiao xué.
hn b3 I et I I TA] 25 AR A

In addition, | didn't have money or time to go to school to learn.
nE  jiashang  in addition

E24 wod I

MEF dangshi at that time

K méi have not
57 gian money
gic! yé also

#EFIE méi shijian  no time

* qu to go
¥R xuéxido school
2 Xué to study
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154
Buguo haozai shénbian de péngyou men dou hén léyi bang wo,
AL UFAE BB R RATTRRAR AR S 3

Luckily, the friends around me were willing to help
AN blgud but

UIFE  haozai fortunately
i shénbian  atone's side
i} de (used after an attribute)

i)  péngyou  friend

i1 men plural marker for pronouns
i dou all

1B hén very much

RE O leyi to be willing to do sth

g bang to help

. wo me

155

fénfén géi wo jieshao xuéxi Yingyu de ziyuan.
Dy oy o5 A AR 2 2] FEBE I B

and recommended English learning resources.

e fénféen one after another

% géi for

5 wo me

i jieshao to introduce (sb to sb)
2] XUéxi to learn

JEE Yingyu English (language)

i} de (used after an attribute)
YA Zlyuan resource
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Congci wo de shijian chule shangban jiu dou yong zai le xuéxi Yingyl shang.

Into The Wild... Shenzhen

MIEFREIIS )RR 1 R HIAE 1o 2] i k.

From then on, | dedicated all of my time to learning English, except for when | was

working.

Mtk
)
I [h)
Br T
E3E
i
#l
H

=

157

congci
wo de
shijian
chule
shangban
jiu

dou

yong

zai

XUéxi
Yingyu

shang

since then

my

time

except (for)

to go to work

then

all

to use

(to be) in
(completed action marker)
to study

English (language)

on

Méitian zdoshang wu dian dud jiu gichuang,

BRE LT

EZ N

| would wake up around 5 am every morning

K méitian

. zaoshang

+. wul

J=i dian

five

every day

early morning

o'clock
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EZ dud more
il jiv as soon as

#IK  qichuang  to getup

158

qu shangban gian xué y1 gé xiaoshi Yingyu,

% EIERT 2 — AN R,

and spent an hour studying English before going to work.

* qu to go

¥t shangban to go to work

il gian before

2 Xué to study

— y1 one

A ge classifier for objects in general
/NI xidoshi hour

JEE  Yingyl English (language)

159
xiaban huilai you jixu xué,
NEERIR X 4k L,

After returning from work, | would continue studying

THE xiaban to finish work

B3k huilai to come back
X you (once) again
kst jixa to continue
¥ Xué to study

160
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yizhi dao banyé cai kén shuijiao.

—HBPEROL L
until late at night before finally allowing myself to sleep.
—H yizhi from the beginning of ... up to ...
B dao until (a time)

% banye midnight

* cai only then

H kén willing

BEW  shuijiao to sleep

161

W& de shoujt I xiazai le hén dud tingli ziliao,
WHIFHLE T TIRZ W 150K

| had downloaded a Iot of listening materials on my phone,
®HK wode my

FHL  shouji cell phone

H If inside

T#  xiazai to download

it le (completed action marker)
1R hén quite

% dud a lot of

W73 tingli hearing

voRl  ziliao material

162

yT youkong jiu ting,
— T Hr,

and whenever | had free time, | listened to them.
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— y1 as soon as

H=%  ydukdng  to have time (to do sth)

i jiv then
Wy ting to listen
163

yOushihou yigérén zdu zai daji€ shang ting zhe Yingyd,
A I — A N GEAE R B BT A il

Sometimes, when | was walking alone on the street and listening to them,

A B youshihou sometimes

— A yigérén alone (without company)

& zou to walk

1t zai (to be) in

K dajie street

i shang on

Wr ting to listen

= zhe particle indicating action in progress
PR Yingyu English (language)

164

Ziji jiu kaishi gén ziji duihua le.

H Ot T aER B OXE 1.

| started talking to myself in English:
Ho  ziji oneself

iR jiu just (emphasis)
Fris  kaishi to begin

BR gén with

Ho  ziji oneself
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Xfi&  duihua dialog

g le (completed action marker)

165

Shibushi hén gaoxiao?

FE AR

Wasn't it funny?

JEAJE  shibushi is or isn’t
1R hén very

%  gaéoxiao  funny

166
Dan wo juéde xué ylyan jiu yao kaikdu shud.
IR AT 505 5 L E T .

However, | think when it comes to learning a language, you have to open your mouth.

H dan however

E59 wo I

w3 juéde to think

2 Xué to learn

BE ylyan language

iR jiu just (emphasis)

= yao to need

H kaikou to open one's mouth
T shud to speak

167

Meéi rén gén ni shud, ni jiu déi ziji gén ziji shud.

BENERIRUE, PRatEE SR A Dl
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If nobody talks to you, you have to talk to yourself.
BN méirén nobody

#R gén with

R ni you

T shudé  to speak
R ni you

it jiu then

73 déi to have to
HE oz oneself

i3 gén with

Ho oz oneself
W shud  to speak
168

Sudyi nimen xuéxi hanyu yé shi ytyang de,
B MRATT 2 2 DOE 2 —FE Y,

So it's the same for you guys learning Chinese,

it LA sudyi so

RAT] nimen you (plural)

2] Xuéxi to study

DUE Hanyu Chinese language

gic! yé also

&1 shi...de (structure to emphasize information)
—F ylyang same

169

yidingyao dud shud, dud lian.
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you must speak and practice more.

—E# yidingydo must

% dud often

P shuod to speak
% dud often

2R lian to practice
170

Jianchi xué Yingyu lidng nian hou,

IR YRS,

After persistently studying English for two years,
IZFF  jianchi to persist in

2 Xué to learn

JLiE  Yingyu English (language)

[ liang two

gE nian year

J& hou later

171

wo faxian wo néng yong Yingyu jiandan de jiaoliu le.
PR INFR e F S A R AR T
| discovered that | could hold a basic English conversation.

I wo I

KIL  faxian to find
£59 wod I

13 néng can

H yong to use

JEE  Yingyl English (language)
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jiandan
de
jiaoliu

le

simple
_|y
to communicate

(indicating a change of state)

Dan haishi bugou, yinweéi wd xiang kao zhéngsha,

HIL AN, FOEABHIES,

However, it was still not enough because | wanted to obtain a certificate

(=}
it Fe
A%
ESh
#
b

%
e

173

dan
haishi
bugou
yinwei
wo
xiang
kao

zhéngsha

but

still

not enough
because

I

to want

to take an exam

certificate

zhao gé gén Yingyu xiangguan de gongzuo.

to try to find

classifier for objects in general
with

English (language)

related

FRAPRIETEAR R TAE .

and find a job related to English.
% zh&o

A gé

R gén

Hi%  Yingyu

5% xiangguan

ib) de

(used after an attribute)
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gongzud

job

Er zhé fén xidoshou de géngzud rang wd méitian

TR A3 4 B 1) AR LR R

But the sales job

i1}
ix
¥y
B
ib)
TAE

175

ér

zhe

fén
xiaoshou
de
gongzud
rang

woO

méitian

but (not)

this

classifier for jobs

sales

(used after an attribute)
job

to let sb do sth

me

every day

mang de méiydu tai dud shijian qu xuéxi.

kept me busy every day, leaving me with little time to study.

busy

structural particle: indicating degree
to not have

too

much

time

to go

AR K Z B 5% .
i mang

5 de

®A  méiydu

N tai

EZ dud

A shijian

* qu

2] xuéxi

to study
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176

Rugud wa jixu zai zhér gongzuo,

IR AR BRI ) LT AE,

If I continued working there,

WmE ragud if

E59 wod I

e jixa to continue
7t zai (to be) in
ZJL zher here

TAE  gongzud  to work

177

wo yongyuan yé bukénéng dachéng wd de yuanwang.
KW AT BEIE P R .

| would never be able to achieve my dreams.

E59 wod I

JKiE  ydngyudn forever

e yé also

ANH[fE bukénéng  cannot

iLf  dachéng  to accomplish

®H wode my

JE¥  yuanwang wish

178
Yushi zai er ling yT si nian chinjié gian wo jiu cizhi le,
TORAE 2014 FH T RT R FEIR T,

So, before the 2014 Spring Festival, | resigned.
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T  yushi thus
1t zai (to be) in
2014  erlingyrsi 2014
gE nian year

7 Chanjié Spring Festival

i} qgian before

E59 wo I

i jiu then

BEHR cizhi to resign

g le (completed action marker)
179

cizhi hou wo jiti huildojia guonian le.
LAAVEE R INTIE 6 SRS

After resigning, | went back to my hometown to celebrate the Chinese New Year.

BEER cizhi to resign
J& hou after

E24 wo I

it jiv then

K huilaocjia to return to one's native place
U guonian to celebrate the Chinese New Year

g le (completed action marker)

180
Qishi wd hén bu yuanyi huilaojia,
HSERARA R ZE B 5K,

Actually, | didn't really want to go back home

Hsz qishi actually
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bu

yuanyi
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I

very

not

willing (to do sth)

to return to one's native place

yinwei wo de bama, haiydu gingi men,

BN E R, A 2RI

because my parents and relatives

182

yinwei
wo de
bama
haiyou
qinqi

men

because

my

dad and mom
also

a relative

plural marker for pronouns

dou zhi hui wen wo yT gé weénti,

A S R — ) i) g,

would only ask me one question:

#i

dou
zhi
hui

wen

i

gé

all
only
will

to ask
me
one

classifier for objects in general
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& weénti question

183
na jiushi “ni ydu méiydu nanpéngyou a?”
R IR %A B2~

"Do you have a boyfriend?"

MHk2E  najiushi that is
1 ni you
HEH ydou méiydu to have or not have

B nanpéngyou boyfriend

M a particle showing affirmation, approval, or consent

184

Rugud wd shud “méiydu”,

IR EA”,

If | said "no,"

WwE  ragud if

E24 wo I

Ut shud to say
BH  meéiydu to not have
185

tamen liké jiu hui hén xingfén de shug,
AATISZZ B S AR M A ke

they would immediately get excited and say,

fifilT  tamen they
S like immediate
i jiv then
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= hui will

75 hén very
ME5 xingfén excited
Hh de -ly

Ut shud to say
186

“yaobu wo géi ni jieshao yT ge ba?”
“EARGIRNH— I ?

"How about | introduce someone to you?"

EA  yaobu how about...?

E24 wo I

% géi for

R ni you

e jiéshao to introduce (sb to sb)
— yT one

A ge classifier for people
nE ba ...OK?

187

Zhé shi wd meici huilaojia dou xdyao miandui de wenti.
X FAF IR 0] 2 5 AR 5 BT X Y )

This was a problem | had to face every time | returned to my hometown.

X zhe this

= shi is

& wo I

R méici every time

m£%  huilaojia to return to one's native place
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# dou all
W xOyao to need

T %5 miandui to face

i} de (used after an attribute)
R wenti question
188

Zhigian wo dui xiangqgin bingbu shi hén dikang,
ZHTEAS AH SR FAE IR AP
Before, | wasn't very resistant to blind dates,

ZHi  zhigian before
5 wo I
X dui towards

3% xianggin  arrange marriage

A bingbu emphatically not
& shi is
1B hén very

&Pt dikang to resist

189
dan xianzai wo de xiangfa wanquan bian le,
EIAERNEETE ST,

but at that time my mindset had completely changed.

= dan but
AE xianzai now
®HK wode my

Myk  xiangfa way of thinking

2

584> wanquan  entirely
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A bian to change
g le (completed action marker)
190

wo juéde wo de rénshéng bing bushi jiéhin le jiu yuanman le.
FARAFEIINETFA TGS T WL 1

| felt that my life would not be fulfilled just by getting married.
£59 wo I

w3 juéde to feel
&K wode my

A4 rénshéng life

HAS bingbu emphatically not

& shi is

4508 jiéhan to get married

it le (indicating an expected or presumed action)
it jiv then

W yuanman  perfect

it le (indicating a change of state)

191
W0 yao xuéxi, gongzud, zhuangian, Iﬁyéu,
WE2E2) . TAE. Wisk. R,

| wanted to study, to earn money, to travel,

. wo I
W yao must
23] xuéxi to study

TAE  gbngzud  to work

%%  zhuangian to earn money
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WwE 1lyoéu to travel

192
shixian ziji de méngxiang.
SIS FRATHE 8

and to fulfill my dreams.

SzPl shixian to realize
Ho oz oneself
if] de ~'s (possessive particle)

B mengxiang dream

193
Jiusuan yihou yao jiéhan yé shi wo ziji xiangyao jiéhin le,
A DL B A ISR IR B DRSS T,

Even if | wanted to get married in the future, it would be because | wanted to,

& jiusuan even if

PLE  yihou in the future

o yao going to (as future auxiliary)
4545 jiéhan to get married

gic! yé also

& shi is

KHC wo ziji myself

I xidngyao  to want

4505 jiéhdn to get married
g le (indicating an expected or presumed action)
194

ér bushi yinwei biéren shud wd yinggai jiehdn le,
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AR AR NI AZGEIE T,

not because others said that | should.

i ér but (not)

A& bushi is not

N yInwei because

BN Dbiéren other people

Ut shud to say

E24 wo I

MNi%  yinggai should

4505 jiéhdn to get married

g le (indicating a change of state)
195

wo jil anzhao tamen de xiangfa qu zuo.
T AL IEARAT AL A

| would not do things just to fulfill their expectations.

E24 wo I

it jiv then

8 anzhao according to

fifil  tamen they

i de ~'s (possessive particle)

Yk xiangfa way of thinking

* qu to go
i zuod to do
196

Sudyi buguan jiarén shud shénme,

FTUAE RN B4,
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So no matter what my family said,

FrbL  sudyi S0

AN buguan no matter (what, how)
FAN  jiarén (one's) family

Ut shud to say

H2  shénme what?

197

w0 dou shizhdng jianchi ziji de xiangfa,
AL HF 5 DR,

| always stuck to my own thinking.

E39 wo I

#h dou all

Uh%%  shizhong  from beginning to end

IZFr  jianchi to persevere with
Ho oz one's own
if] de ~'s (possessive particle)

Mk xiangfa way of thinking

198
dasuan zai huidao Shénzheén ling zhao y1 fén gongzuo,
FTSR R BRI T3 4% — 0 LA,

| planned to go back to Shenzhen and find another job,

% dasuan to plan

H zai again

[F#  huidao to return to
%Il Shénzhén Shenzhen

7 ling another
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#H zh&o to try to find
— yT one
Hr fén classifier for jobs

TAE  gdngzud  job

199
zhao y1 fén shuang xit de gdongzuo.
A R TAE

preferably with weekends off,

£79 zh&o to find
— yT one
fr fén classifier for jobs

XK shuangxia  two-day off
i} de (used after an attribute)

TAE  gbongzud  job

200

Zhéyang wo jiu kéyi liyong zhoumo xuéxi.
AR AT LU R 5220

so that | could utilize my weekends for studying.

Xk zhéyang  this way

E24 wo I

it jiu then
al A kéyi can
FIF  liydong to use

JE A zhoumo weekend

23] xuéxi to study
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201
Chdnijié gijian, wd yaome zai jia kan dianshi,
FAHIA], REAMLZE B,
During the Spring Festival, | either stayed at home watching TV
F7 Chadnjié Spring Festival

A qijian period

E24 wo I

B yaome either one or the other
£ zaijia at home

B kan to watch

HAL  dianshi television

202

yaome jiushi bao zhe diannao zhao gongzuo.

e R AR

or spent time searching for jobs on my computer.
BN yaome either one or the other

se  jioshi just

11 bao to hold

5 zhe (indicating action in progress)

X dianndo computer
#* zh&o to look for

TAE  gongzud  job

203
Méitian liuldn gézhdng zhaopin wangzhan,
BRI F A IS M 2,

| browsed various job websites every day,
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R méitian every day
MY lialan to browse
&% gézhdéng  all kinds of
#HIE  zhaopin recruitment

My wangzhan  website

204
danshi yé méiydu kandao shénme héshi de gongzuo.
BRMWKHF I 2580 THE.

but | didn’t see any suitable job opportunities.

{H/&  danshi but
e yé also
®A  méiydu haven't

%]  kandao to see

H4  shénme  anything
4i&E  héshi suitable
i} de (used after an attribute)

TAE  gbngzud  job

205

Youyici, wd wuyijian kandao y1 jia
A—IK, REZNER—XK

Once, by chance, | stumbled upon an
H—IX yduyici once

E39 wo I

JoREIE wayijian unintentionally
%  kandao to see

— yi one
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classifier for businesses

S
T

206

Yingyu péixun jigdu zhaopin zhujiao de guanggao,

JEEE LG TS B )

advertisement for an English training center recruiting teaching assistants.

JEE  Yingyl English (language)

Ul péixun training
HL#  jigou organization
I  zhaopin recruitment

Bh#  zhujiao teaching assistant
%) de (used after an attribute)

I guanggao advertisement

207

yaoqiu shi yao hui jiang yingyu, dazhuan hud daxué biye.

HOR R B ETE, KL EOREE.

The requirements stated that the applicants should be fluent in English and have an

associate or bachelor's degree.

R yaoqid requirement
& shi is

= yao must

o hui to be able to
o jiang to speak

B Yingyu English (language)
K%t dazhuan  three-year college
519 huo or

K% daxué university
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biye

graduation

W& dui ziji shud, Yingyt daoshi hui jigng,

FTxE S, FIEEE T

| said to myself, "Well, | can speak English,

#
Xt
Ej=!

209

wo |
dui towards
zZiji oneself

shud tosay

Yingyu English (language)

daoshi actually

hui can

jiang  to speak

ké daxué méi shang guo, yaobu dadianhua wén wen kan?

AREER B, AT HAE A ?

but | never attended college. Maybe | should make a call and ask them?"

AR
T
] 1]

ké

daxué
méi
shang
guo
yaobu
dadianhua
weénwen

kan

but

university

not

to attend (class or university)
(experienced action marker)
how about...?

to make a telephone call

to ask

(used after a reduplicated verb) try and see (what happens)
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Ranhou wd jiu naqi le shoujt dadianhua géi zhe jia xuéxiao.

RGN T FHLIT IR AR AR

| picked up my phone and dialed the number of the school.

LR

=

21

ranhou
wo

jiu
naqi

le
shoujt

dadianhua

Xuéxiao

then (afterwards)

I

then

to pick up

(completed action marker)
cell phone

to make a telephone call
to

this

classifier for businesses

school

Déngdai de guochéng zhong, wd de xinzang péngpéng tiao,

SRR, A PP,

As | waited, my heart raced anxiously.

Yiran/= =
Efy

déngdai
de

gudchéng

Xinzang

péngpéng

to wait

(used after an attribute)
process

while (doing sth)

my

heart

thumping sound (onom.)
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tiao
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to jump

shiji mido hou, zhongyu ydurén jié le wd de dianhua.

TR, ATANZ T REEE.

After a few seconds, finally someone answered my call.

L
@
5
%F
N
2

o
HLTE

213

shiji
miao
hou
zhongyu
yourén
jie
le

wo de

dianhua

more than ten

second (of time)

later

finally

someone

to answer (the phone)
(completed action marker)
my

telephone

wo laoshi de gén duifang shud wd meéiydu daxué biye,

A SR 7 UL B KA,

| honestly told the person on the other end of the line that | did not have a college degree,

E29
Zx
H
PR

bOwil

wo
laoshi
de

gén
duifang
shuod

woO

méiydu

I

honest

-ly

with

other person involved
to say

I

to not have
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K% daxué university
Bl biye graduation
214

dan néng jiang yingyu.
HEEPFIEIE .

but | could speak English.

H dan but
fie néng can
i jiang to speak

JEE  Yingyu English (language)

215
Méixiangdao duifang shud ydu méiydu wénping wusudwei,
BB RN 5 i A A ST,

To my surprise, she said that it didn't matter if | had a diploma or not,

E méixiangdao  didn't expect
X duifang other person involved
Ut shud to say

HEH you méiydu whether or not have

s wénping diploma
JCHTE wUsudwei not to matter
216

zhi yaoqiu hui jiang yingyu, rang wo qu mianshi.
REOR YRS, kIR,
as long as | could speak English, and she asked me to come for an interview.

H zhi only
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R yaoqid to request

W

hui to be able to
o jiang to speak

JEE  Yingyu English (language)

ik rang to let sb do sth
E59 wo me

% qu to go

X mianshi to interview
217

W0 gua le dianhua zud zai chuang shang leng le hao ythuir,
T RARARLEIR B T2 L,

After hanging up, | sat on the bed for a while, stunned

& wo I
HE gua to hang up (the phone)
g le (completed action marker)

Hi%  dianhua telephone

AL zud to sit

1E zai (to be)

IZR chuang bed

i shang on

1% léng to stare blankly

g le (completed action marker)
I hao very (quite)

—2x)L yThuir a little while

218

ji jingya you kaixin.
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REAR A ST o

and pleasantly surprised.
Bt ji both... (and...)

4  jingya astonished
X you both... and...

JH kaixin  to feel happy

219
Bénlai wo zhishi dasuan shishikan, méi bao xiwang,
AR AT HARE, RilaE,

| had only intended to give it a try and didn’t hold much hope.

Ak bénlai originally
£59 wod I
HE  zhishi simply

TH  dasuan to plan
iik%E shishikan to giveitatry
B méi not

#1758  bao xiwang to be hopeful

220
meéixiangdao duifang rang wo qu mianshi!
BAR R IR E A

But to my surprise, they asked me to come for an interview!

WHEF| méixiangdao  didn't expect

X7 duifang other person involved
ik rang to let sb do sth

. wo me

% qu to go
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ik mianshi to interview

221
Haran jian wo de ndozi I chixian le gézhdng huanxiang,
ZIRIB) LI 1 B T &AL AE,

Suddenly, various fantasies popped into my mind.

Z4RIE] haranjian  suddenly

® wode my
7  ndozi mind
H I inside

HIL chdxian to appear
it le (completed action marker)
#%Fh gézhong  all kinds of

ZJ#  huanxiang fantasy

222

wo shibushi yao dang laosht le?

TRARELZIN T ?

“Am | going to become a teacher?

£59 wod I

EAJE shibushi s orisn't

i yao going to (as future auxiliary)
e dang to be

2 laosht teacher

g le (indicating a change of state)
223

Erqi& hai néng hé waiguérén lian yingyu!
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i1y HLIE BEATSh N ZRaeifs |

And also, | can practice English with foreigners!

i H.

50

punii]
&&

il
CAEN
%

BT

224

érqié

hai

néng

hé
waigudéren
lian

YTingyu

in addition
also

can

with
foreigner
to practice

English (language)

Hao qidai hui shénzhén a!

I S [ RN

| am really looking forward to going back to Shenzhen!”

4y

I

L]

225

hao

grdai

hui
Shénzhén

a

SO
to look forward to
to go back
Shenzhen

(particle showing affirmation, approval, or consent)

Jiéxialai de jitian wd dou féichang xingfén,

BRI LR FARARH % AT

| was really looking forward to returning to Shenzhen!

ETR
ib]
JLR
#

jiexialai
de
jitian

woO

next
(used after an attribute)
several days
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dou
féichang

xingfén

all

very

excited

Zhidao huidao shénzheén, qu mianshi zhigian,

EE A BRYI, X i,

It wasn't until | went back to Shenzhen for the interview

ek
[m] ]

I

227

wo cai kaishi juéde jinzhang, danxin mianshi bu tongguo.

zhidao
huidao
Shénzhén
qu
mianshi

zh1gian

until

to return to
Shenzhen
to go

to interview

before

TA TG E K, HOTm A E .

that | started to feel nervous and worried that | would fail the interview.

"
+

TR
1
ik
L)

[ETh7

>

[
o

wo

cai
kaishi
juéde
jinzhang
danxin
mianshi
bu

tongguo

I

only then
to begin
to feel
nervous
worried
interview
not

to pass through
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