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1
Dajia hao, huanying laidao Mandarin Corner de boké jiému,
KFEUF, Wk F| Mandarin Corner &5 H,

Hi everyone! Welcome to Mandarin Corner’s Audio Podcast.

2
woO shi Eileen.
Ik Eileen.

I'm Eileen.

3
Haléu, wo shi Jonas.
Mk, FRiE Jonas.

Hi, I'm Jonas.
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4
Haojitibujian a Jonas, ni zuijin qu nali le?
I AAS W Jonas, VREITEMFE T ?

Long time no see Jonas, where have you been lately?

5
W zuijin qu wan le ya,
Wi 23t 7%,

| recently went on a trip

6
zuguo da hao hé shan daochu pao le yixiazi
ARG L B b s — R 1

to enjoy the beautiful scenery of our country.

7

Qu nali wan le?
MR 17
Where did you go?

8
Zuijin ydu qu yunnan na, you qu guangdong a
BIEH LW, HE R

| visited Yunnan and Guangdong.

9

Rizi gud de hén zirun ma, hén xiaosa ma

H SR AL L AR G

You've got quite a nice and exciting life, huh?
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10
Zhé bushi yiging gang jiéfang ma,
X AN TN WA TSR »

It's just that the pandemic restrictions have just lifted

11
ranhou you shijian dajia jiu chaqu wan y1 wan.
SR TR R S0 s b — B

and we had time to go out and travel around.

12

Niyang le ma? | Yang le a

PRBA T2 | B

Did you get infected? | Sure, | did.

13
Féngkuang hé réshui ya zaijia
IR M T K P 7 5K

| was going crazy drinking hot water at home.

14
Zhége, wo yé hé le hao dud ré shui, danshi ni zhidao ma?
XA, g 72 HOK, (HRIREIENS?

| also drank a lot of hot water. But you know?

15

Jiushi méi y1 ci wo shud hé reshui zhege
U B — IR IR U PR oK XA

Every time | mention hot water,
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16
dou hui beéi yixié waiguoérén chaoxiao,
Aol — e Ah [ N5,

| am mocked by some foreigners.

17
tamen shéenzhi shud Zhongguorén hé réshui, zhé jiushi y1 gé mixin.
AT EE 2= Ul AR PR, X — N RRE

They even say that Chinese drinking hot water is just a superstition.

18
A? Hé réshui y& shi mixin na?
MG 2 My A 7K A, 2 R A5 W 2

What?! Drinking hot water is a superstition?

19
Dui a, wo juéde bukésiyi.
XU, Fns 43 AN AT LA

Yes, and | think it's unbelievable.

20
W0 codngxiao dao da wo tingdao de dou shi shuo
FRM AN B FMT 2] (1 #8 2 1

Throughout my life, | have been told

21

pingchang dud hé dian reshui dui shénti hao yidian,
2 0 KON SR — R

to drink more hot water for better health.
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22
jiushi réshui baozhibaibing de
R ROKEIE BRI

Hot water cures all ilinesses!

23
Fanzhéng duiwdlaishud dehua,
FAEXS A T

For me anyway,

24
wo queshi shi zai ydudeshihou shi bunéng hé hén bing de shui de.
JRAA SR AEA B i 2 AN BEMR AR UK I ZK T

sometimes | can't drink ice cold water.

25
W&o he wan wod quéshi juéde duzi bushifu,
g e b S AL T AN ET IR,

After drinking it, | get an upset stomach.

26
sudyi ni shud zhege shi mixin ma? Wo yé bu zhidao.
Pt AR IZ A 2 R A5 2 A ANRITE .

So, is this a superstition? | don't know.

27

Buguo ne shuodao mixin,

ANid e 1 21815

However, when it comes to superstitions,
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28
jiu jishi zai zhége wdmen xuanyang kéxueé de shidai,
SRS AE XA TATE R AR,

even in this age where we promote science,

29
gishi haishi yduyixié laoyibéi chuan xialai de yixieé mixin shudfa
HGE A — L2 34L NORM— LR ULE

there are still some superstitions passed down by our ancestors

30
shi women nianqingreén jibian shud bushi zhén de xiangxin,
e ATER NEME A B RIHE,

that young people may not fully believe in,

31
dan yé shi youdian jihui de,
EHEA R,

but still somewhat follow.

32
shenzhi kéyi shud
= E IS

It can even be said

33

tamen yijing chéngwéi le wdmen Zhongguo wénhua de yibufen.
eflez oy 7 AT E S —E 7).

that they have become part of Chinese culture.
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34
Na nimen laidao Zhongguo gishi yé shi
HRARATI AR 2] v [ L s 2

When you come to China,

35
kénéng hui kandao zhéxie hudzhé shi tiyan zhéxie,
M RER TR BIX L 2 A g0 1X L8,

you may also see or experience these things

36
ranhou kénéng hui juéde hén qiguai de.
SRJE T RE AR AT PR o

and you may find it strange.

37
Na jintian wdmen jiu lai shuo jige
TRA RIATHEAR UL LA

So, today we’ll talk about some

38
zai dangjin Zhongguo haishi hén plubian de mixin shuofa.
FE 244 v [ 2 AR R RR A5 1

common superstitions in present-day China.

39

DiyT gé mixin jiushi b&€nmingnian hui daoméi.

FHoMREREA 2.

The first superstition is: you will be unlucky during your Chinese zodiac year.
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40
Xian shuo yixia shénme shi bénmingnian ba
Jeti— T AR A IR

Let’s first talk about what a Chinese zodiac year is.

41
Zhége kénéng zai xifang shi méiydu zhége gainian de.
XANFTREAEPE T & B XA -

This concept may not exist in the West.

42
Shuddao bénmingnian,
U B A,

In talking about zodiac years,

43
na jiu yao cong Zhongguo de shi'er shéngxiao kaishi jiang qi
T sh 2 M B )+ A AR T

we will need to start with the 12 animal signs.

44
Jiushi women Zhongguo shi you y1 shi'ér wéi yT gé lunhui,
AR EZA —+ = %,

In China, every 12 zodiac years is a circle,

45

shu ya, ranhou niu a zhége yizhi wanghou pai
B AR JE 2RI A — ELAE S

from rat to cow signs and so on.
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46
Ranhou génju ni chishéng de nianfen na
IR JE AR R AR R AR R

(One animal for each year) and according to the year you were born,

47
ranhou ni jiu zhidao ni shu shénme
SR AR B RIE AR & AT 4

you will be assigned the animal sign of that year.

48
Name xiang wo jiu shu laoshd,
B EZ R,

|, for example, was born in the year of the Rat,

49
name shuanian jiushi wo de y1 gé bénmingnian le.
WA BFEHREA— DA E T

so my zodiac year will be the year of the Rat.

50
Yé&jiushishuo yT shi'ér sui, wo yT shi'ér sui,
W —+ =%, —+=%.

In other words, in my 12th,

51

ershi si sui, sanshi liu sui, sishi ba sui,
—HE. =8 WS,
24th, 36th, 48th year
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52

mei jia yT shi'ér ta jiushi bénmingnian.

BEIN—+ e A

and every 12 years afterwards, it's my Chinese zodiac year.

Note: There are 12 animal signs, so every sign appears once within a 12-year

cycle.

53
Ni zhidao wo shi shénme ma?
PRANTE R B AT 40 ?

Do you know what my animal sign is?

54
W3 bu zhidao ni shu shénme.
A FIEIREAT A

| don’t know.

55
W6 shid méao de.
B

Mine is cat.

56
Na you mao o? Zhége génbén méiydu mao
WA MR ? X AMRASBAT A

How could there be a Cat year? Not at all!

57
W& shu mao, kéyi chi ni laoshu!
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HJE M, ATLAZ IR !

| am a cat, so | can eat little rats like you!

58
Yageén jiu méiydou mao!
JE MR 15 A 2 !

There’s no (Chinese zodiac) cat at all!

59

Mao gén shu, wéishénme mao meéiyou jin shi'ér shengxiao,
MERB, Nt aMBARET AN,

Why didn’t the cat end up in the Chinese zodiac signs

60
weishénme laoshu jin le shi'ér shengxiao?
WAL R A v ey e Y =

but the rat got in?

61

Dui o, wéishénme a?
xR, At ?
Right, why?

62
Jiushi you y1 ge shi'ér shéngxiao bang ma,
e — A AR E R,

There was a race to rank all the Chinese zodiac animals,

63
xian dao de name jiu pai dao gianmian,
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5 B BB -2 e HE 21 i i

and whoever arrived first would be ranked first,

64
ranhou hou dao de jiu pai dao houmian.
N EEEI ks 2 =i

and the last would be ranked last.

65
Nage shihou hdaoxiang shi mao shi péngdao shénme shi le ba,
TRAN I A B A5 2 Bt S il B A 4 5 1 T

At that time, something seemed to have happened to the cat,

66

ranhou béi laoshu géi pian le, ranhou mao yé jiu méi qu
RIGHEE R A 1, Rl 2

maybe tricked by the rat, so the cat didn’t get to go (to the race),

67
ranhou laoshu yéjiushi diyT gé dao de nage difang
SN JG 2 R A A 2 — A BB IR 5

and the rat arrived first.

68
Zhege shi yT gé chuanwen ba
XA AN [

That is the legend.

69
Sudyi shud yiban dou hui shud shu laoshiu de dou hén congming.
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BT BAUE— AT = R 2 SR EARIE I

That’s why it’s said that people born in the year of the Rat are smart.

70
Ni you ba ziji kua le yixia, shi ba?
FXECE T —T1, ZIE?

You just praised yourself, right?

71
Tamen shuo de, you bushi wo shuo de
FATTBERT, AR IR

People say this, not me!

72
Ni kéyi dao wangshang cha de, zhége dongxi
PRATLAR Y AR, XA R

You can look it up on the Internet.

73
Wanglud kéyi yanzhéng de!
P4 2 AT LASSIE A !

The Internet can verify this!

74
Na ni yao zheme shud dehua, wd yé wuhuakeéshuo
HAREEX A BT, A TGTE AT 35

If that’s the case, there’s nothing more | can say.

75
Hao ba, na ni jiu hén congming ba
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GFOE, R sl AR A
Alright then, you're smart.

76
Name women kaishi jiang b&nmingnian weishénme shud hui daoméi?
WA RATIFAAA G, JfF 4 B2

Now let’s start talking about, why do we get bad luck in our zodiac years?

77

Bénmingnian hui fan taisui, jiushi yT nian limian
RETFESUNRE, w2 —4 B

In your Chinese zodiac year, you will offend the God of Age and during that

year,

78
jiushi hui yadao yixie ligi de daoméi huozhé shi bu xingyun de shiging.
e B R B A B B B R A EIE K FE .

you will encounter some bizarre unlucky events.

79
Ni bénmingnian de shihou you daoméi ma?
R A i A R I i A {31 B0 2

Were you unlucky in your zodiac years?

80
W& bénmingnian yé you péngdao guo yixié
A i A A ) — £

During my zodiac years, | have encountered

81
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zhézhong bushun de shiqing, érqié tébié duo
XFPANR G T HAR ) 2

many challenges.

82
Danshi yé buzhiyu shuo shi tébié da de y1 gé zainan,
B WA T U Rl K — A A

But they weren’t huge disasters,

83
buran wo yé buhui zuo zai zheli le.
ARBEWA SRR T .

otherwise | wouldn’t be sitting here now.

84
W6 huaiyi wd bénmingnian zhisudyi méiydu daoméi,
FRSE A i 6 2 i LLCR {882

| suspect that the reason | didn’t get unlucky in my (last) zodiac year

85
shibushi gén wo shou shang dai le y1 gén hong shéngzi ydu guanxi
AT B IRAE TH KR

was because | wore a red string around my wrist.

86
YTinweéi wd haoxiang shi zai yT si nian de shihou gén y1 ge péngyou chaqu,
KO IIF B ARAE 14 FEHII R — DA 2

| think it was 2014 when | went out with a friend,

87
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ranhou jiushi mai le y1 gé hong shéngzi dai zhe
RIGHUE K T — N9 T3

| bought a red string to wear (on my wrist)

88
na yé shi dai zhe haowan,
TR0 2 o 1 e,

and it was only for fun,

89
dan wo jiu yizhi dou méiydu zhai xialai.
B3 — B A T K.

but | never took it off.

90
Ranhou kénéng wo de bénmingnian jiu hén shunli de guoqu le,
SR JE W] REF A f SE AR MR i 25 T

Maybe (that was why) | went through my zodiac year smoothly

91
yinwei bushi shué bénmingnian
PEI A A 22 AR i 4

because people say that during the zodiac year,

92
yidingyao chuan shénme hong yifu ya hong neiku ba, dui ba?
—E B AR R AL N AT, I ?

you have to wear red clothes, red underwear,

93
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Haiyou dai hdng shéngzi shénmede.
A LA T A

red strings and so on, right?

94
W6 jide wo shi'ér sui na yT nian,
LAdHA IR —4F,

| remember when | was 12,

95
ranhou wd ma jiu tiran géi le wo santiao nage hong néiku.
NG IR IR T MR

my mother suddenly gave me three pairs of red underwear.

96
Ranhou wo bijiao paichi zhége dongxi,
YRR AE RS DA e Nt

| resisted it

97
yinwéi wo juéde héng néiku shi nlihaizi chuan de.
KA REAFLL N LT 5 1.

because | thought only girls wore red underwear.

98
Na ni shi'ér sui de shihou you daoméi ma?
AR+ =% B {5 2 2

Did you have any bad luck when you were 127

99
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Shi'er sui hao xiao le,
T BT,

| was too young

100
nage shihou wod yé bu zhidao ydumeéiyou yudao daomeéi de shiqing,
TR I i et A FNE A A 1B 2 3 5 1 FS

to remember if any bad things happened to me.

101

danshi wo ganjuédao meiydu name tébié ligi de shiqging ba.
1H R JRBEE BT IS ) B A S E

But | don’t think anything weird happened.

102
Danshi wo yé shi hao haoqi,
{HAE R I i 4

However, | was curious,

103
wo dangshi jiu wén tamen, ranhou cai zhidao
At il AT, SR A AniE

so | asked (my parents) about this.

104
Ta shuo ni shi bénmingnian, y1 shi‘ér sui
IR A wE, —+ %

(My mother) said: “You’re 12 years old, so it's your zodiac year

105
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ni yao chuan hongseé de yifu qu bixié.
PREL G LB AR R LR

and you need to wear red clothing to repel evil spirits.”

106
W6 zhigian wd hai wen le Gwen guanyu zhége bénmingnian de
K2 AT T Gwen K F XA A AEEN

| have asked Gwen (another podcast guest) about this.

107
W06 wen ta shangyige bénmingnian youmeéiyou daomei
b _E— A A RO 5

| asked her if she had any bad luck during her last zodiac year.

108
Shuddao zhege ta shud wo dou xiang hé yi hu le,
Yo BTt 158 P A AE R — 7 T

She said that speaking about this, she just wanted to have a drink

109
yinwei ta bénmingnian de shihou jiu ting daoméi de.
AT DAyt A i 4 ) R il 4 1391 2 1

because she had a really rough year.

110

Shuod kaoyan méi kdoshang, zhao gongzuo you zhaobudao.

YW b, A IRA R,

She failed to get admitted to her preferred graduate program and had a hard

time finding a job.
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111
Fanzhéng jiushi yixilié de bushun, ta shud
FOER R — R B, i

In any case, she had a series of problems.

112
ranhou guo le haoxiang jiu hao le.
Rad IR T .

But it seemed that things got better when the year was over.

113
Hui you yidian
AR

It holds a little truth.

114
W0 juéde shi'er sui na y1 nian wo ji bu tai qing,
WARAF+ B IR —FERICA KT,

| can’t remember how it was when | was 12

115
yinweéi nage shihou bu zhidao bénmingnian zhége yisi
PRI g FRAN B fige AN 101 T A i A X A i

because | didn’t understand what zodiac year meant.

116
Danshi wo ershisi sui wo jide ting qing de
BRI 24 & AL/ HEH

But | remember clearly my 24th year.
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117
Jiushi hui youyixié ni jiéshi butong,
e A — AR AR AN,

For reasons that couldn’t be explained,

118
érqie tebié daomeéi, jiushi gan sha sha buxing,
117 HAR ) (35, 2+ AT,

| got very unlucky and whatever | did was bad,

119
buguan shi zuoshi haishi ni de yixié ganqging wénti.
AN SR A I A2 R ) — S A ]

whether it was in work or relationships.

120
Jiushi ni hui juéde zhé yT zhéng nian guo de dou tai l&i le.
AR X BELRHARRT .

The entire year, | felt exhausted.

121
Danshi zhén de shi gud wan na yT nian zhthou,
ERAMZE R —EZE,

But when the year was over,

122

houmian juéde shénghud yuélaiyué hao,
e T AT A T RGBT 5

my life got better
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123
jiushi gud de yuelaiyué shunchang.
U T BRI

and smoother.

124
W0 juéde bénmingnian zhége qishi shi dajia dou ting xiangxin de,
FRAEAFAS A XA SR R K ARIEARF Y,

| think this superstition is believed by many people

125
ta shi dajia dou hui qu tanlun de y1 gé huati,
ERRFHE LRI —ME-,

and one that everyone talks about.

126
shénzhi shud kéyi zai taobao shang zhaodao hén dud
H2U A DIER S EHREIRZ

You can even find many products

127
guanyu bénmingnian de chanpin, yong zhége...
RKFARATER =, XA

related to your Chinese zodiac year on Taobao (a Chinese shopping website).

128
Shangjia hui yong zhége lai zudwéi xuétéu,
[EEEFIiESO S (LS

Merchants will use Chinese zodiac as a gimmick to sell things,
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129
jiushi shénme bénmingnian hong néiku,
BT AR AT LA,

such as red underweair,

130
shénme bénmingnian hong wazi shénme zhiléi de
H AR AT FELARTH A 2B

red socks and so on.

131
W6 kandao yixié jiushi bijiao youyisi de yixié chanpin ma,
B B — ol 2 LU B BB A — L8 Sk,

| saw some products that were quite interesting.

132
jiushi guanyu héngsé de, wd xianzai fagéi ni kan yixia.
FARRTLAON, RINERGHRE—T.

They’re all red. | am sending (the links) to you now.

133
Zhé yé tai hong le ba! Zhége ydudian gaoxiao ai, zhége wazi
KHORL T XA SRR, XARRT

They’re so red! These socks are funny!

134
W6 kandao you y1 gé rén shud
WEBIE AU

| read one person say that
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135
jiushi tamen mai le shuang wazi jiushi cai cai cai
LA SR T RURK T 5t A2 BRER R

they bought a pair of socks that had the character “cai” (to step on).

136

Ta cai de shi xiaorén, ranhou bénmingnian jiu chuan zhége wazi

MBEREIIE NN, IRJE A fir Sl 5 XK T

When you wear those socks, you're stepping on despicable people during your
zodiac year.

Note: Chinese believe that during your zodiac year, you might run into bad
people who could harm you, so by stepping on them, you can reduce the

possibility of them harming you.

137
Zai Douyin limian you kan guo nage jiao shénme... heésui pian,
fERFE RIA AR AL BES

| have seen a New Year movie on Douyin,

138

jiushi Huang B6 gén nage Xu Zhéng yan de.
SIS D ER IS AR I Y

starring Huang Bo and Xu Zheng.

139
Tamen yan de shi fenbié shi lidng gé jingli.
AbAT T B 5 ) S 2 B

They played two managers

140
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Huang jingli gén Xu jingli a jinnian zhénghao shi bénmingnian,

W B ERAR A B A R IR I R A A 4

and it happened to be the zodiac year for both managers.

141
ranhou yé pengshang le gongsi de yT ge rénshi da tidozhéng.
NG WAL T AR H A NFRIEE .

Also, the company was making a major personnel adjustment.

142
Tamen danxin hui béi bénmingnian yingxiang ma,
AATTHH o 2 B AS i S5 5 TR R

They worried that they would be affected by their zodiac year.

143
ranhou Xu jingli jiu kaishi chuan héng lingdai,
SRR PR BT U6 5 214

So Manager Xu started to wear red ties,

144
ranhou hong néiku hong qitku.
N EANSE ARSI

red underwear and red long johns.

145
Huang jingli t& yinwéi méiydu chuan,
WA B A T,

Manager Huang didn’t wear any.

146
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ta kandao le Xu jingli chuan le jiu ba ta de yifu kan,
fhE 2 7RG TR AR IRE

When he saw Xu wearing those, he played with his clothes

147
ranhou jiu chaoféng ma,
SR ] YR AR 5

and teased him by saying:

148
hong lingdai, hong qitku, huibuhui néiku yé shi hong de?
LA MKHE, AR NAE LN ?

“Red tie, red long johns, don’t tell me your underwear is also red!”

149
Ranhou Xu jingli yé jiu ba nage néiku géi ta kan,
NG RE W AT I W RS E

Then Xu showed him his underwear (and said):

150
bixd de, bixd quantao!
NIRRT, I AAE )

“Of course! It’s gotta be the whole set!”

151
Ranhou déng ta kai wan wanxiao zhihou,
SRR AT e K A

Right after he finished saying it,

152
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nage Huang jingli lima jiu shuai le ge da géntou.
TR B2 BEST Tyl 1A KRk
Huang (accidentally) tripped and fell.

153

Ranhou Huang jingli juéde, aiyou tai tama xiémen le!
SRR TS, MO R AR ] T !

So Huang thought: “This is f**king weird!”

154
Lima qu gao le gé hongse de waitao.
S ER TA LA,

He then immediately bought a red coat.

155
Ranhou houmian liang gé rén jiu kaishi jilié de hongsé de fuzhuang da bipin.
ORGP A N T 4R S £t i il ke K LB

Later, the two started a fierce competition in wearing red clothing.

156
Ranhou zai dao houmian lian chide yé shi hong de,
Y EREEI P AR P AN P

In the end, they even started to eat everything red,

157
shénme hongseé de fangié a, pinggud a, hudlonggud a zheé yixilié de
M AL AW SR K e R IBTX — R A

such as tomatoes, apples, dragon fruit and so on.

158
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Zui kdngbu de jiushi tamen lian téufa dou yao ran chéng héngse de
B R M BRI A AT T3 Sk A R B e AL )

The most extreme thing was that they even dyed their hair red.

159
Houmian tamen jiushi juéde wd de hongsé duo,
Je THERAT TR AR 2L 2 %

They just felt that whoever had more red accessories

160
na wd de yT gé fugi jit hui dud,
ML —MEM 2,

would get more blessings

161

wo bénmingnian jiu dikang de dud, buhui daomeéi.

HAmERIRIINZ, SfE.

and would have less challenges during their zodiac year, thus wouldn’t get bad

luck.

162
Tamen mudi yé&jiushishuo yinweéi gongsrt hui chuxian
AT B2 R D A w4 I

They did this because the company was making

163
y1 ge rén shi da tiaozhéng ma,
N N LR

a major personnel adjustment
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164
tamen kénéng liang gé jingli hui baoliu y1 ge jingli,
AT BE A2 HE R — B,

and that maybe only one manager could stay.

165
suodyi shud yéjiushi ya duifang y1 chéu ma
FIT A3 890 A2 e 0k 7 — S5 WAk

So they both wanted to have the advantage.

166
Shi, qishi bénmingnian zhége gainian
KE, HSEARMFEX MM

Right, the concept of Chinese zodiac year

167
ta shi zai Zhonggud haishi bijiao génshéndigu de.
B AE H B A bR [ 1

is quite deep-rooted in China.

168
Jit xiang ni ganggang shuo dianying limian yé hui jiang,
SICE AR T 5 R 5 R T E 2

As you just said, it's mentioned in the movie

169
ranhou pingchang wdmen liaotian yé hui liao dao,
ER e AN PR EP

and in our day-to-day conversations.
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170
baokud kénéng song liwu,
BLFEA REX ALY,

Even when we give gifts,

171
jiushi k&néng qingll zhijian hudzhé shi jiarén zhijian,
e Al RefE IR 2 A B 2 X N2 1),

perhaps between lovers or family members,

172
mou yT gé rén bénmingnian le, ta kénéng hui song yixié hdngsé de dongxi
R PDAEE T, Ml geiE S ORIARN

if i's someone’s zodiac year, we might buy them something red.

173

Dui, déngdao ni de péngyou ershi si sui de shihou,
XF, SRR AR — DU % i i,

Right, when your friends turn 24,

174

ni kénéng jiushi song y1 gé hdngsé de dongxi, ta kénéng hui tébié kaixin.
TRATREWLEIE — DML ZR I, ARl RES R RO

if you buy them something red, they will be very happy.

175
Dui, tebié shi zhonggudérén!
XF, el E N

Yes, especially if they’re Chinese!
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176
Women xiayige yao jidng de shi guanyu shang xiang de zhége mixin.
AT RN EVIRIT M AL

The next superstition is about offering incense.

177
Shang xiang de shihou wdmen hui shao zhigian hudézhé shao yixié dongxi
A HEIRAT 2 e A Bl e — Le R T

When we offer incense, we also burn paper money or other things

178
géi yijing guoshi de ginrén men,
oA R AT,

to our deceased relatives.

179
ranhou wdmen rénwéi tongguod shao diao ta, duifang shi kéyi shdudao de
RIGIATV s e e, W07 & AT AR

We believe that by burning it, the relatives can receive it.

180
Qishi shao zhigian zhége dongxi zai women richang shénghué zhong
FS e ARERIX AN AR U AE AT H AL i

In fact, there are many phenomena that

181
shi you hén dud na zhdng jiéshi butdng de yixié xianxiang.
A RZIBF BB — IR .

can’t be explained regarding burning paper money.
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182
Jiushi wdmen qishi shud shi shao géi sirén,
e ATH LU R R IEN,

When we burn money to the dead,

183
danshi ta shou bu shou de dao women buhdoshuo,
{HR A A B FRATTA LT U,

it's hard to say if they can receive it.

184
danshi yé yourén shud ta néng shou de dao.
PR EWNSITR (N U VS E2

But some people say that they can.

185
Buguod queshi jiu wo ting guo yixié darén men shug,
A w St T I — 2L R AT

| have indeed heard some adults say that

186
ragudshud ni méng dao le yijing shiqu de rén
WER AR 2] 7 Egd LN

if you dream of someone who has passed away

187
gén ni shud ta meéiydu gian hua,
PRAR LB AT BRAE

and they tell you that they ran out of money,
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188
na ni jiu yao qu jibai ta, shao dian qian géi ta,
TRVRAREE LA TR, BE Rl B a

then you have to go to the tomb to burn some (paper) money for them.

189

buran dehua ni kénéng hui youyixié buhao de shiqing fashéng. | Dui
AIREJTEAR AT BEH — LA SE R A | )

Otherwise something bad might happen to you. | Right.

190
Ni zhidao jiushi chule shao zhigian, jiu y1 dao gingmingjié de shihou,
PRATE R T RRARVER, 50— 2T B 1 B i,

Besides burning paper money, when the tomb sweeping festival comes,

191
xiao shangdian limian hui mai gézhdng youqu de
/INTE i FRL T £ S % o R )

small shops will start to sell all kinds of interesting things

192
zhézhdng ming jian kéyi yong de dongxi,
XL B AT DL ) 2R 04

that can be used in the afterworld.

193
jiu birushuo fangzi ya, shénme zhéxié dongxi, ni kan guo méiyodu?
SELANYL s T, AT XA, RBELEA?

For example, houses and so on. Have you seen these?
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194
Chule fangzi haiydu shénme majiang ji ya, shouji ya
b 1 b5 i a A BREALYE, AL

Besides houses, there are mahjong machines, mobile phones

195
hai ydude shud shénme shao jige purén guoqu fushi yixia tamen na | Dui
A WA 2 J UG 2 R R — T ARATE | X

and even servants to serve them. | Right.

196
W zai tdobao limian qishi shi you sou yixié
A 5 I g A —

| actually looked up products on Taobao

197

zhége xiangguan de yixié mingfu de yixié chanpin ba

XN R Y R Y — 7

meant to be used in the afterworld.

Note: ®=Jff/mingfu in mythology, is a place under the earth where the spirits of

the dead go.

198
xianzai wo ba zhége xiangguan de lianjié fagéi ni kan yixia. | Hao
DAE AKX R R S IRE — . | I

| am gonna send you the links. | Okay.

199

Ydu kandao diyt gé chanpin ma?
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AEBHE A g ?

Did you see the first product?

200
Ming fu de diannao, érqié shi chizi yu Qidobust de yT ge zudpin
SRR EL, T HR B TR AT M

A computer for the afterworld and it's by Steve Jobs.

201
W6 juéde zhége diannao guji shao le yé méiydu yong,
P AFIXA B A e 1 A

| think it's useless to burn computers (for the dead).

202
ni zhtdao weéishénme ma?
YRFNTE A4 ?

You know why?

203
Yinwéi women de yéye nainai tamen bu renshi zi ya,
PRI BATH A5 5 W3R T A AR 1

Because our grandparents don’t read

204
ta yé buhui yong diannao.
bt AN FH R

and don’t know how to use a computer.

205
Shao le yé bai shao
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A

It's wasted effort.

206
Méishi, QidobusT hui zai mingfu hui yanjia xin de chanpin géi ta
B, TeAT TS E E BT TURT e Atk

No problem. Steve Jobs will develop new products for them in the afterworld.

207

Ai, QiaobusT qu le bu?

R, AL A

Wait, did Jobs pass away?

208
Qu le al Shénme jiao Qidobust qu le bu
2T AF A T AR B2 AN

He did! What do you mean, did Jobs pass away?

209
Haoxiang yijing guoshi le.
SR AREZSUN QT

It seems that he already passed away.

210

Zaojiu guoshi le! Yinggai shi y1 san nian jiu guoshi le.

Rttt 7 Nz 13 aEd T .

He passed away a long time ago! | think it was 2013. (Actually it was

2011.)

211
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W0 zhigian kan nage dianshi [imian, mingfu bujin you zhége iPhone shi
Pz A ERA YR, FAFAERZA iPhone10
A while ago, | saw on TV that in the afterworld, not only do they have iPhone

10,

212
tamen dou yijing dao le iPhone érshi, érqié shi tébié chang de y1 ge pingmu
A 1# 243 T iPhone20, i 2R A i — A B 5

but even iPhone 20 with super large screens!

213
Shibushi gidobust yanzhi le xin de chanpin?
FEANRTTAT AT 1 2

Did Jobs develop new products (for them)?

214
Kénéng shi ba, kénéng bi women shangmian de chanpin hai hao yidian
FIREAENE, AT RE LA b A IR I

Maybe so. Perhaps they have better products than us.

215
W6 kan le yixia ni fagéi wo de zhéxie tupian,
WE T — FIRRGHAX L Jr,

| took a look at the photos you sent me.

216
you y1 zhang tebié... wo juéde tebié youyisi
A5kl BRI A E A

One of them is especially interesting, in my opinion.
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217
Zhége fangzi ni zixi kan yixia ta ér 16u zhan de nage purén
A TR E — N e Rl A~

Take a closer look at the house, on the second floor, the servant

218
nage purén shi y1 gé laowai, shi gé bairén!
A NFE—AES, DB

is a foreigner, a white person!

219
W6 ybéu kandao.
HAEEH.

| saw it.

220
W jiu xiang Zhongguodrén weishénme yao mai zhézhdng fangzi,
A o N AT 4 E ST 551

| wonder why Chinese buy this type of houses

221
haiyou zhézhdng purén shao géi ziji de xianrén?
AN NBes B CRI5EAN?

and servants for their ancestors?

222

W0 juéde tamen houbeéi you zhége xiangfa,
AR AT G 22X AR,

| think their family’s thinking
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223
jiu kénéng ta de nage zhangbei ma
HIC AT BEA BB 2E

might be that since their ancestors

224
kénéng zhé béizi yé méiydu jian guo bairén,
ARERFE T HERA LB AN,

had never seen white people in their entire life,

225

na jiu shao y1 ge jiushi bairén kénéng kai kaiyanjié a huézhé shi goutong yixia
TRHRE—AHEE B AT BEJTITHR S el 2 il — T,

they send them one so that they can broaden their horizon, communicate with

them

226
rang tamen bu name wulidao, hudézhé xuéxi waiyu lo.
ARATTA IS A TCH, B 5 2] PR

to reduce boredom or to learn a foreign language.

227
Haiydu shao jiaybéuzhan de, ni ybu kandao ma?
A B ), RHH B ?

There are even people that burn “gas stations”. Did you see it?

228

O, kandao le kandao le
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W, BRI TERT

Yes, | saw it.

229
Y&u ché kai méiydu you, sudyi ne hai déi shao gé jiayouzhan | Dui
AEIBEA M, FrCARIEAF A DG | X

They have cars, but not gas, so we have to burn a gas station. | Right.

230
Dui, jiu kénéng pa ta tud méng daoshihou gén ni shuo,
XF, AT BEAE A TS BN PR IR 1

Right, otherwise you will need to worry that they’ll tell you in a dream:

231
aiya sunzi al Zhébian ché kai shi hao kai jiushi méiyou you le.
MZF 500 1 3K T ZETF R TR A T

“Grandson, the car is nice, but | don’t have any gasoline.”

232
Danshi wo xiang ta nali you dian ma?
B IR ARAB AR A s ?

But | wonder if they have electricity there?

233
Ni shao diannao gén shouji géi ta,
% H P R T LA A

If you burn a computer and a mobile phone to them,

234
ta yong wan le méiyou dian, ta zénme chongdian?
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fbHIsE VA, B ATEH?

when they use up the power, how do they recharge the devices?

235
Haiydu jiushi ta meéiyou wangluod ya
WA 7 R LA D 235

Also, they don’t have Internet access.

236
Shao yT gé Zhonggué dianxin
Be— e S

You can burn them a China Telecom (an Internet company)

237
huozhé shao y1 gé Zhonggud dianwang guoqu.
B Joe— > e R R

or State Grid Corporation of China (an electric utility corporation).

238

Wanyt ta zhén de zhuce le y1 ge Weixinhao,
J— B AEN T — MG 5,

What if they registered a WeChat account

239
ranhou gén ni lianxi, gén ni fa Weixin shipin ba ni xia si.
RIGERIRIR R, BRAR K S ATHEVRIF A o

and sent you a video call, wouldn’t that scare you to death?

240
Daoshihou hai yao géi ta dianzan, géi ta péngyouquan

mandarincorner.org

41



Do Young Chinese Still Believe In Superstitions?

B IE B2 Al 2, 2 AR

They might even ask you to give them a “like” on their Moments!

241

Banyé tud méng shud, stunzi! Ni géi wd qu péngyou quan dian gé zan
PRAEAE UL, FhFIT L IRZG TR 25 A B s A

In the middle of the night, they come in your dream and say: “Grandson, give

me a thumb up on my WeChat post!

242
Ni kan, xiamian de féngjing haokan bu?
&, THRGEEEA?

Look, isn’t the scenery in the afterworld nice?”

243
W6 de tian, zhége ni gaji xia de jitian dou bu gan yong Weixin le
HHIR, EAIRG TS LR AA B S 1

My God! | suspect that you will be scared to use WeChat afterwards!

244

Buzhiyu buzhiyu
AETFAET

No, it won’t be that bad.

245
Qishi wo juéde jia limian, jiushi qingi a
Fes RS o I, 2 S

Actually, | think that if the dead ones are my family

246
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huozhé shi zhangbéi a, guoshi de rén a
B R, R IR

or relatives,

247
wo duiyu tamen, wo qishi shi bingbu haipa tamen,
P TARATT, PSSR IFAF AT,

| am not afraid of them

248
yinwei dou shi ni zui ginjin de rén
EEPNEIPXiS =SS IPN

because they’re the closest to me.

249
Ni zhidao jiushi... bushi haiydu y1 zhang majiang zhuo ma?
PRATE A .. A TEIEA — KRG S5 ?

You know, there is also a mahjong table, right?

250
Zhege majiang zhuo gishi shi bunéng suibian shao de.
XA JRRORE S5 S A BE SR

Actually, you cannot burn this table casually.

251
Si de zhége rén ta shénggian de shihou shi gén ni shi pai you
HERRYIZ AN N AL AE R AR A fi o PR AR 2 A

If the person who died used to be your mahjong buddy,

252
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ranhou rugudshud gizhong de san gé dou zdu le,
RGN R P B =AHGE T,

and all three (out of the four players required for a game) are gone,

253
ni zuihdo buyao shao géi tamen, yinwei jiu zaochéng san qué yr,

TRERIFASEERE LAY, RO RE =8,

you’d better not burn it to them because they need one more player to start a

game,

254
ta méiyou pai you, ta kénéng hui ba ni daizdu,
B A A, AT B SRR A

so they might take you away.

255
jiushi hui you zhéme yi gé shudfa
MRS HRX A — UL

There is such a saying.

256
Ranhou haoxiang shi zhén de ydu zhézhong jiushi shao le majiang zhuo,
NGB R R A XSRS 1 FRR 5,

There seems to be people who burned a mahjong table

257
ranhou zuihou ba pai you daizbdu le de zhége qingkuang.
IR G B JSAERAC E T BIXAME L .

and in the end, they were taken away (by their dead mahjong buddies).
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258
Jit hén ligi de jiu siwang le, ranhou ziji yé jiu péi tamen qu le.
SR A AT 7, RJa H e Wtk % 7.

They died mysteriously and went to accompany them.

259

Dui, kénéng yé zhén de shi dao le nianiji,

XF, FWREMEAER [ AEL,

Right, but probably because it was their time to go anyway.

260
dan jiushi zheége shudfa wo juéde ydudian gaoxiao
B XN BE IR A SR

But the saying is kinda funny.

261

Jiangdao zheli women jiali rén you guo zhége shiqing,

PEEIX BT B AL ZAFHE,

Speaking of this, something (related to burning paper money) happened to my

family.

262
wodmen nage pingchang shao de gian mianzhi dou ting da de ma.
FRATTIRAN - I8 (0 A T A AT HEE K RO WAR

The money we burn is usually in large bills,

263

Jit kénéng you y1vyi | Jiwan de, you yT yi de ma?

HARER S | JUAR, B AL

maybe 100 million. | Tens of thousands. There are 100 million yuan bills?
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264

Y1 gé yi de ba ge yi de
—MEEINAMLH

100 million and 800 million yuan bill.

265
Jit zhézhdng da é zhibi jiushi shao yT dié guoqu a
S AR Tl e — B i 22

If you burn a stack of large bills like this,

266
kénéng jiishi ji bai gé yi hudzhé jigian gé yi.
AlREEL A LA MLEE JLT ML

it might be a total of tens or hundreds of billions yuan.

267
Wdmen jiarén dou juéde dud shao yidian,
WATHF N BT L I8 — .

My family members felt that by burning more money,

268
rang tamen rizi guod de hao guo yidian,
Al ATTH i A3 i — R

they would live a better

269

zaixiamian keéyi jiushi géng kaixin yidian.
FE TR BRGS0 — 5

and happier life down there.

mandarincorner.org

46



Do Young Chinese Still Believe In Superstitions?

270
Danshi houmian wo de y1 ge ginrén ta jiu gén shud a,
(B2 Ja T FR ) — > 2% A Al R 5T

But later, one of my relatives told me that

271
zuijin yizhi zubmeéng, méng dao nage qushi de zhangbéi shuo:
BT — B, BRI LRI

he had been dreaming of this dead family member who said to him:

272
Ni géi women shao zhéme dud gian, méiyong a!
R PATRIX A 28, !

“It's useless to burn me so much money, because the bills are too large

273
Zaixiamian zhao bu kai, hua bu chaqu a! Zénmeban?
FE T HHEATT, A LW BEAIp?

to be broken down. | can’t spend it. What do | do?”

274
Ranhou lianxu liang gé wanshang zuo zhege meng,
IR B I _EAROX AN

He had this dream for two consecutive nights.

275

houmian ta lima dadianhua géi jia limian de zhéxié rén,
Jo T A7 By T TR 25 X FL T I e N

Later, he immediately called my other family members
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276
rang ta ganjin qu shao le yixié€ mianzhi bijiao xiao de,
iABAT B 2R T — L A FL BN,

and urged them to burn some smaller bills,

277

yT bai de de wushi de zhigian
=0 i 1%

such as 100 and 50 yuan.

278

Houmian ta yé jiu méiyou zuo zhege meéng le.
Je A A A X AN T

After that, he stopped having the dream.

279
W6 shud y1 gé bijiao guiyi de lizi
P — e 5 165

Let me tell you a creepy example

280

W06 waigong si de zao ma,
A HEAF LI 5

My grandpa died early.

281

ranhou yoduyici jiushi wdé ma gén ta mama,
IRJEH — IR FRADER W 4 4,

Once, my mother and her mother,
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282
yéjiushi wo de waipd qu shao zhigian géi ta baba.
WHUE AN E L R RS M EE .

who is my grandmother went to burn paper money to my grandfather.

283
Ranhou shao wan zhthou huilai le, méiydu jitian zhthou,
Wk akk T, WHILRZ)E,

A few days after burning it,

284
wo ma de ji€jie jiu méng dao le wd de waigdng
I H M A 2] 7 RIS A

my mom’s sister dreamed about my grandpa

285
Tud méng géi ta shud: “Ni'ér a, wd zhége qian shi shoudao le,
FER Lfhid: 2L, X2 Ues) 1,

and he told her: “Daughter, I've got the money,

286
danshi zhége qgian wo hua bu chiqu a!
BRI A ERIRAEA H 220 !

but | cannot use it!

287

Ranhou ta jiu wen ta wéishéme,
SR JE b IR At AT 4

She asked him why.
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288
ta shud zhége gian shang dou shi yige yige de dong a,
b B XA B A — A AN TR R

He said that because there are holes in the money,

289
nage gian méiydu yong a
AR A FH]

they’re worthless.

290
Ranhou ta jiu juéde zhége méng hén giguai,
IR JG I AR AN AR A%

She thought it was a strange dream.

291
dan ta shixian shi bu zhidao wdé ma qu shao guo zhigian géi ta de

{EL I 55 R AN RIE Bl 25 eid ARER 45 f )

But she didn’'t know beforehand that my mother had burned paper money to

him.

292
Ranhou ta jiu gén dajia shuo le zhége shiqing ma,
NG MR KR U T XA B

She then told everyone about this.

293

ranhou tamen shud, kénéng shi yinwei shaoqgian de shihou,
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SRIE AT, T BEAE KDY B R R i
Then (my mother and grandmother) said: “It might be because when we were

burning the money,

294
dangshi feng tai da le, ranhou nage qgian jiu bei chur qilai le,
I RKKR T, RIS ERgeWoEk 1,

the wind was so strong that the money was blown away.

295
ta jiu yong shuzhi bonong le yixia,
Wt B RS 1 — 1,

Then | used a tree branch to rake the money together

296
kénéng nayangzi chuopo le jige dong
A REARRE T T LA

and maybe that’s why there were holes.”

297
Ranhou wa jiu juéde zhége h&o bukésiyi o,
IR G BB AFIX AN WA o] A,

| thought it was amazing

298

yinweéi wo dayi ta shixian shi bu zhidao ta qu shaoqian le de ya

PRI 93K Gl i = e fe AN KB b ek 1 11

because my aunt didn’t know beforehand that my mother had burned paper

money.
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299
Sudyi ta zénme hui zud zhége méng ne? W0 jiu juéde hén giguai a
It LA B A S X AN RN 7 Pl 5 A94R A I

So why would she have this dream? | found it very strange .

300
Jit ni shuo ta yduméiyou kénéng shi zhén de tud meéng le ne?
SR A A A AT RE S EHIFERS T ?

Do you think it's possible that he really went to her in her dream?

301
Zai xianzai wo de shénghud shi meéiyou, hén shao jiéchu
FEIAER BTG R, IR

In my life, | very rarely have experienced this.

302
Danshi huidao laojia, tamen juéde zhége dongxi quéshi shi hén zhénshi,
BRI FIZ5, AT AN 2R PU i SR AR LS,

But when | return home, people there think it’s real

303

jingchang hui yéu tué méng de zhézhdng xianxiang.

ZHE AP HNEMIR .

and the phenomenon of dead people talking to you in your dreams often

occurs.

304

Ta hui gén ni jiang, ta qué shénme dongxi,
Mo BRARE,  ARBRAT 2 2104,

(The dead) will tell you what they need
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305
ranhou ni hdbumian qu shao, shao géi tamen
SRIGARIGTH 2308, Joea Al

and when you burn it to them,

306
ranhou houmian yé jiu jiéshu le
A ED RN R

it will be over.

307

Xiayige wo géi dajia jiang de jiushi jian dao le gian buyao qu lima hua...
ARG RF U212 7B AE L HTE.

The next (superstition) I'll talk about is: When you find money on the street,

don’t immediately spend...

308

Jian dao gian yao lima huadiao!

R B RN e !

(Oh no!) You need to spend it right away!

309

Weishénme ne?
AW ?
Why?

310

Yinweéi jian dao gian zhége dongxi ta shi jian biéren de yi geé...
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P9 BB IXAN AR P e R R i A — ..

Because when you find someone’s money, you picked up someone’s...

311

Ni bié xiao ma!
GSHIER S
Don't laugh!

312

Buxing, wod rénbuzhu
AT, REAME
No, | can't help it.

313

Bu lima huadiao ni kénéng jiuyao daoméi le | Wéishénme?
AL AR AT REE R 5 T | A

If you don’t spend it right away, you might be in trouble. | Why?

314
Ting guo zhé ju hua bu? Pocai xidozai
Wb X A TEAN? B ¥ K

Have you heard this line? Losings wealth to avoid misfortune.

315
Ting guo, meéici wo diao le gian
Wrid, BRI EE T

Yes, I've heard of it. Every time | lose money

316
huozhé shi sunsht le shénme guizhong de dongxi
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WHERBUR TH A5t EERI

or something valuable,

317
wo dou shud, anweéi ziji pocai xiaozai
AR, B ORI K

| also comfort myself by saying this.

318

Dui, sudyi ni jian dao de gian, yé&jiushi jian dao biéren de zai

XF, FrRAURES B R, R R 200 B K

Right, so when you pick up someone else’s money, you're picking up their

misfortunes.

319
Qian y1 duan shijian yduyici wo zai sanbu de shihou,
Hi— B 8] — IR AL HOE X,

Some time ago while walking,

320
wo zai lushang kandao le jige yingbi, wo ba ta jian qilai le
WAk EER] 7 )UME T, R ek T

| found a few coins on the street and | picked them up.

321
Jian wan le zhthou wo jiu yéudian houhui,
5 ¥ 2 Ja i mUE

After | picked them up, | was a little regretful

322
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yinwei wo houmian xiangdao zhége mixin ma
PR A 3 THT AR 313X A 2K A5 Wk

because later, | remembered this superstition.

323

W6 jiu shud, aiya! Zénmeban?
WaAtud, mwF! AR

| said to myself: “What should | do?

324
Zhege qgian wo shi hua ne, haoxiang y1 liang kuai gian yé mai budao shénme
XAMRPGEAENE, IR — Bt SEA A4

If | try to spend it, | can’t buy anything with one or two yuan,

325

bu hua ba fang zai nali wo zdng juéde ta tang shou
AN TR TR B PR 15 B R T

but if | don’t, they feel hot in my hands!”

326
W juéde ta k&néng yao g&i wo dailai yixie zainan.
P E T BE B TR R — L S HE

| felt that it could potentially bring me some disaster.

327
Jishi wo bu xiangxin ta zhén de hui géi wo dailai shénme zaihuo,
B ARG B B A 2 45 B KA 4 K A,

Even if | didn't believe that it would really bring me any disaster,

328
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dan wo neixin haishi yduyidian danxin de.
HIRNLIERA — FHOH .

| was still worried.

329
Sudyi shud ni haishi bijiao xiangxin zhe yT dian ba, shi bu?
P AT AR IE A2 LU B S X — R, AT

So, you still believe in this (superstition), right?

330
Kénéng shi, jiushi ningké xin qi you, buké xin qi wu ba | Dui
AR, T ERA, ArEHEEE | XY

Maybe. (As the saying goes), better off to believe it, in case it’s true.

331
W4 yigian xidaoshihou jian dao gian, wé gén wo ma shud de shihou,

FCLHT /NG 2 8, FERFA L R,

| Right.

When | was young, | once found some money and | told my mother about it.

332
ta shuo, ni zheége gian na, buyao dai huilai, dai huilai buhao
i, PRIZANERIE, AEAFREIR, ARG

She said, "You should not bring this money back home. It's not good,

333
ta shuo, ni xiangdang yu shi ba zaihuo daihui le jia
A, RAH TR AR ] K

because you will bring bad luck back with you.

334
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ni ba gian hua wan le zai huilai, bliyao ba zhége gian dai huijia
RAEERAESE T IRk, ANEAEIX AN R 2K

Only come back when you’ve spend it all. Don’t bring it back home!”

335

Wanyt ni jian dao yT gian kuai, méi hua wan buyao huilai!

J— R 2 — T8, B A EREK !

What if you found 1000 yuan? Don’t go back if you don’t finish it?!

336
Haiyou zhezhong haoshi a!
AT XA 0 !

How could such a nice thing happen?!

337
W6 hai kandao yourén shud yinwéi danxin jian gian hui daoméi ma,

POL T PIA N VLR DT CAG R 2 (B B0

| read someone say that he was so worried about getting bad luck from finding

money on the street

338
sudyi youxiérén ta jian dao le gian zhthou, ta you ba ta réng le,
Bl e NG 2 18z e, A SGEET T,

that he threw it all away afterwards

339
yinwei bu zhidao gai zénmeban, nage gian, wo juéde zhége hén gaoxiao.
BOANRITE ZE A TR, AR, XM

because he didn’t know what to do with it. | thought it was very funny.
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340
Sudyi shuo ni jian dao le gian ni hui réng ma?
BT CLUEAREG ] 1 B AR 9505 2

So if you find money on the street, will you throw it away?

341
Rugud shi ji kuai gian wd zhén de hui réng ai, ni ne?
A J IR B 95, AR ?

If it's just a few yuan, | might actually throw it away. What about you?

342
Jiu wo xidoshihou jian dao yikuai gian hudzhé liang kuai gian de shihou,
U /N IS 1] — BBk B Y R Y I

When | was a kid and found one or two yuan on the street,

343
wd jitl xthuan qu da I5ohujt
T E R EFTZ TN

| liked to use it to gamble on slot machines.

344
nage jian dao de gian ta shi you méiyun de qian,
AR 2 1B B 2 s AR,

Since the money | found contained bad luck,

345
wo ba ta sai dao laohujt limian qu, rugud ying le,
WA BRI 2, W T,

if | put it into a slot machine and if | won,
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346
na hén hao, wo de gian bianchéng le xin de qgian.
RARLT, FBIERAZ R 1 Bk o

that would be great because | would get new money.

347
Ranhou wo shi le, na wo yikuai gian diao le jiu diao le,
Ra b 1, R —PRAER 7lidE T,

But if | lost the one yuan, it wouldn’t matter

348
fanzhéng yé shi jian de.
FAE 2R

since | found it on the street.

349
Béi ni xi le yixia, xigian
BeArpe 7 —F, Petk

So you “washed” it - “Money laundering”!

350
Dui, kénéng na yikuai gian dao le biéren de nage hébao Ii qu le,
XF, ATREAR—BRERE] T NI AT

Right, perhaps the money would end up in other people’s wallet

351
jiu bu guan wo shénmeshi le.
FARPAT2FE T

and it wouldn’t concern me anymore.
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352

Na ni juéde jiu ershi lai sui de niangingrén hai hui xiangxin zhége ma? |

Xiangxin

RURGEAFIE RS MFER NG SAREZ A ? | 1S

So do you think young people in their 20s still believe this? | Yes.

353
Zai wangshang you kandao yixié,
M _EAE R Lk,

| read some (comments) on the Internet

354
jiushi women yixié wangyodu ta fénxiang le yixia ta ziji de jingli
LA T — LR A A = T — T E S HIA

where they shared their own experiences.

355
Ta shud wanshang, ta zéu zai huijia de lushang
A Ui R L, A E AR B SR L

(One) said that at night, on his way back home,

356
zhénghao zhége wu kuai gian ta jiu ka zai lubian shang,
B TR E - RAE RS |,

he saw 5 yuan on the side of the street

357

ranhou ta shunshdu jiu ba ta géi chuai dao dou li qu le
SR AT AT A 2 2 SR L % T

and he put it in his pocket.
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358
Lima jiu pao dao duimian de nage shuigud dian [imian qu
S 50 B0 20k IS KSR FR I 2%

Right away, he went to the fruit shop across the street

359

yong zhé wu kuai gian qu mai yidian xiang chi de shuigud
FIIX LB 2 K — AR g B KR

to buy fruits with the 5 yuan.

360
Danshi tao de shihou faxian zhé wu kuai gian you diao chilai le,
{H R R I fige A X Lk XAt ok T

But as he was taking out the money, the 5 yuan fell out again.

361
ta juéde, hao giguai zhége gian, ta hui pao yiyang de ganjué.
fhbe s, IFEPEXANER, B R .

He thought it was strange as if it could run on its own.

362
Ranhou houmian ta jian gilai zhijié jiu yong zhége wu kuai gian
SR G G T A ok B A XA Tuddk

He picked it up again and used it

363

qu mai le yT gé xiao bolué ma
3L T AN

to buy a small pineapple.
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364

Ranhou zhé xiao bolud ta na huijia de shihou,
IR IX /N A B[R] 5 (I Ak

After he brought the pineapple back home,

365
yong nage shuiguddao qié zhe qié zhe qié zhe, bu zhidao weishénme,
WA KR TIVIAE VGV, ANRETEAT A,

he used a fruit knife to cut it. For whatever reason,

366
shouzhitou fang zaixiamian ranhou géi gié le y1 dao, liu le hén dud xué
FHERBHE N ER G5 Y) 7 —J1, i VRZ L

he cut his fingers and bled a lot.

367
Niangingrén xin bu xin?
FRMNMEAME?

Do young people believe this?

368

Kénéng yT gé anli hudzhé y1 gé fénxiang de jingli kénéng bu zuyi zhéngshi,

A RE— RO BE A L AT REA 2 LLIESE,

Perhaps, one isolated case or one experience is not enough to confirm its

validity.

369

danshi wo hai kandao you gita wangyou shud guo,
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ERE LT B HAl R A,

But I've also read another account

370
ta xingqitian jian le wushi kuai gian,
i IR 7 Tk,

in which one netizen found 50 yuan on a Sunday

371
ranhou géi nage gongxiang danché ban le yT gé nian ka,
RIRGE N ILZRET ) T —DER,

and he got a yearly subscription of a shared (electrical) bicycle

372
yong le sishi ér kuai gian, hai shéng ba kuai gian méi yong.
708k, g )\ PR B .

which cost 42 yuan with 8 yuan left.

373

Ranhou déng xingqrer de shihou,
PSR = iR

The following Tuesday,

374
ta qi nage chong de ka de nage diandong ché,
fih B AN FE B R BB f B 2,

as he was riding that electric bike,

375
bu xidoxin shuai le y1 jiao, tui san chu cashang, haiyou liuxue.
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AN T B, RREACEED), AL .
he accidentally fell and bruised three places on his leg as well as bled from the

injuries.

376

Ranhou dao zhénsud qu mai le gé dian fu, ba kuai, zhénghao!

SNIG RIS T £ 3K T AR, B, B!

Then he went to a clinic and bought a bottle of lodine, which cost exactly 8

yuan!

377
Ganghao ba na ba kuai hua le?
IR J\BRAE T 2

Exactly 8 yuan?!

378
Dui, sudyi ta shud jian wan gian yidingyao yongwan,
XF, BT LM i e B — 2 58,

Right, so he said that we must spend all the money we find on the street.

379
ta shuo ni bu yong wan jiu kénéng yao daoméi le
A Ui AR AN FH S8 AT REEARI B T

If you don'’t, there will be trouble.

380
Haiyou y1 gé zai ginshi faxian le y1 zhang yikuai gian de zhibi,
A —MEF SR T — kPR atim,

Another one found one yuan in his dormitory.
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381
yinwéi ta zhidao you zhéme huishi,
BRIt FHIE A X 4 [ 5,

Since he knew about this (superstition),

382
ta youyu zaisan haishi jian le qilai.
M4 B =002 4 1 K.

after deliberating for a while, he still picked it up.

383
Ranhou weén le yixia shiydu, nimen youmeéiydu diao gian na?
SRIG IR T — TR, RN 1A R ?

He asked his roommates if any of them lost money.

384
Rugud méiydu de gingkuang xia,
IMFBRAHIER T,

If not,

385
na wo jiu, shibushi yao chuai zai ziji kdudai Ii le?
R, RAAEEmAEHCHARE 77

he was gonna put it in his pocket.

386
Ranhou faxian... Suanle ganjué ydudian bu'an,
RIERI... BT RWA AL,

Then, he felt a little uneasy,
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387
ranhou td momo de you ba gian fang hui le yuanwéi.
SRR ARERER I ST B ] 1 AL

so he silently put the money back where he found it.

388
Shudming haishi hén dud rén zhidao zhe yi tiao de. Wo... Ni zhidao ma?
Y HIE AR 2 NFITER —4F 1. 3. ARENE NS ?

This shows that many people actually know about this. I... You know?

389

W6 yT kaishi yiwéi zhége jiushi k&€néng nianji da yidian de rén,
IR PR A2 T BEE LK — RN,

At first, | thought that only people who are older,

390
xiang wo zhége nianji de rén kénéng cai zhidao,
BIRZAMEL N REA HNIE,

such as my age knew about this

391
Kénéng shiji érshi sui de rén shi bu zhidao de,
AREH L2 I GE A RIER],

and that people in their teens or early 20s wouldn’t know this.

392
dan méixiangdao hai ting pubian de.
{FL AL AR B30 HE I 1)

But to my surprise, this (knowledge) is quite common.
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393
W6 zai wangshang zhaodao le bujin shi zhé san tiao,
IAEM L4 2] 7 ANGERX =55,

| found not only these three stories on the Internet,

394
ta qishi you hén dud tiao,
EHEHREK%,

but actually many,

395
you ji shi tido, shang bai tido, hudzhé shang qgian tido!
FILt%, bE%, 83 BT

dozens, hundreds, even thousands!

396
Dan wd qgishi ydudian huaiyi zhége shibushi
{HIRH A FMEEIXA A AE

But | actually wonder if

397
laorén huozhé shi darén men bian chilai,
ENNEE S INNNE P

this was made up by adults

398
ranhou jiao women zuodrén de daoli de,
IR JE ZARATVIN 1 BT

to teach people some principles,
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399
jiushi biéren de gian buyao qu suibian zhanydu
RN R B A LB S

such as not to take other people’s money.

400
Rugud shi shud bian chalai lai xia women, ranhou dajia yé dou xin,
A SRR U g SRR RATT, AR5 KRR WA,

If this was made up to scare us and everyone believes it,

401

wO juéde zhé yé shi gé hao shiqging ba
FAATFRX SN F L

| think it can be a good thing.

402
Xiayige mixin jiushi women Zhonggud xiangxin du zuigao de y1 ge mixin,
AN IRAE AR AT AR R B RS

The next superstition is the most believed one in China.

403

yéjiushi zud yan tiao cai, you yan tiao zai

AR A IR Bk, A R Bk ok

That is, twitching on the left eyelid forecasts fortune but twitching on the right

eyelid forecasts disasters.

404

Ni ting guo ma? | Dangran ting guo
PRITREID 2 | 4R 3o

Have you heard of this? | Of course.
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405
Zhége bu haiydu y1 shdu hén liuxing de gé jiu zai chang zhége ma?
XANANIEA — ERAT B AL NS X AN 2

Isn’t there a popular song about this?

406
Ni zhidao shi na... wd shud de shi na y1 shou ma?
VRFNIE AR, FRUE ) 2 T — 5 s 2

Do you know which one I'm talking about?

407

Haoxiang wo... Haoxiang ting guo
IR IR

| think I've heard it.

408
Zud yanpi tiao tiao, haoyun yao laidao
Fe R R kgk, s Eok F|

The left eyelid twitches, good luck is coming.

409
Bushi yao shéngguan le, jiushi facai le
AREFE T, BiaRY T

Either you’ll be promoted or get rich.

410

O, shi zhéyangzi ma? W0 zhi jide zhé yiju ai
gk, JeXFET? DA A

Oh, is that so? | only remember (the first) line.
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411

Ni shi shénmeshihou tingdao zhége shudfa de?
PRFEA A g T BX AN BE R 2

When did you (first) hear about this (superstition)?

412
Kénéng xidoshihou hén xidao hén xiao de shihou jiu kaishi ba,
A e /NI AR /MBS B I T 4R IE

Maybe when | was very young

413
ranhou yizhi ting dao le xianzai.
WRIE—EWr 8] | IAE.

and I've been hearing about it up to now.

414
Daodi ké bu kéxin, wd yé bu gan quéeding ta shi zhén de,
FIRATATE, A E &~ E T,

Whether it's credible or not, | can’t be sure.

415
danshi wo buhui qu guodu mixin ta.
HERASLELEREE.

But | am not overly superstitious about this.

416

Dui wo hao de, na women jiu xin,

XFRAFH,  ABHA A

If (any superstition) brings me good luck, | will believe it.
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417
dui women buhao de, na wdmen jiu buyao qu taiguod zaiyi
XFEATAEF ), IBIRATHAZ L KIS E =

But if it's bad luck, | won’t pay too much attention to it.

418

Dan wo kénéng gén ni xiangfan,
BT REFRVRAH B,

But | might be the opposite.

419
jiushi fanér shi nazhdng butai hao de, wo bijiao danxin.
e MR MAA KR, FREEHH L

It's the (superstitions that) bring bad luck that will worry me.

420
YTnweéi hao de... Jiu birashud zud yanpi tiao,
R GF ... 3 b i 2 R 52 i

Because the good ones... for example, if my left eyelid twitches,

421
wo conglai dou bu danxin, jiu ydu haoshi ma na wo jiu hén fangsong
FMRAASE L, oA 1 SRR T AR T

| never worry because it indicates good luck, so | feel relaxed.

422

Danshi rugud shi you yanpi tiao dehua,
{E 2 4n SR 2 A HR B2 Bk

But if it's my right eyelid that's twitching,
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423
wo qishi shi yduyidian yinyin de danyou de.
WIS RA — R B .

| will be a little worried.

424
WG jit yOu yT ge xiguan, jiushi zhéme dud nian yilai yizhi dou you de
WHAE — D, pER A FEUR—BHHAR

| have a habit that I've had for many years.

425
Yidan wé de you yanpi tido, wd jiu hui dadianhua huijia,
— HIRWGIR ZBk, Tt ST IG5,

As soon as my right eyelid twitches, I'll call my family

426
ranhou québao yixia wdé bama dou méi shiqging,
SRIE IR — T RE WA T,

to make sure that my parents

427
huozhé shi jiarén dou méiydushénme shiqing,
B R FNEBA A 2 F 1,

and other family members are okay.

428

w0 jiu fangxin le, wo jiu buhui haipa.
Hren 7, WA EFI.

Only then will | feel relived and stop worrying.
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429
Ni shibushi you guo zhége jingli ya,
RRA A XA IV

Have you ever had the experience

430
jiushi you yanpi tiao de shihou, ranhou jia limian jiushi ydu guo zhége...
SR A IR B BRI, AR5 2K Bl 2 A XA

where your right eyelid twitched and something happened at home...

431
Dao yé bushi zhén de you shénme jingli,
AR LA 221,

It's not that | really had any experience like this,

432
jiushi k&néng zhege xiangfa zhén de tai génshéndigu le,
e Al AR IX AN VA A RAR [ 1

it’s just that this idea is so deeply ingrained in me

433
suQyi jiushi méi yT ci yanpi tiao wo jiu hui ydudian xinshénbuning,
T Ak 2 B — IR B2 BRI = A DA T

that every time it happens, | feel a uneasy

434

w0 jit youdian haipa shibushi zhén de hui you shénme shiqing fashéng.
T REHRAZEN AT AFE A,

and worry that something (bad) actually happened.
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435

Buguo zhe yé shi haoshi, ni qu héshi yixia daodi yduméiydu wenti,

AR MR, IREZSE— T 2RA %A 1,

But this is also a good thing. You check with (your family) and if there isn’t any

problem,

436
ragud méiwenti, na yé jiu manman de jiu buhui qu guoyu xiangxin ta.
R, g g A = L T AR EE .

eventually you will stop believing it.

437

Ni ne? Ni you péngdao guo zhézhdng jiushi zhén de you yanpi tiao,

PRI ? kAl 215 3 M it B A A HIR S Bk

What about you? Have you ever had the experience where your right eyelid

twitches,

438
ranhou fashéng le shénme dashi de jingli ma?
RIGERAETHAREFENEPIS?

and something bad really happened?

439
Fanzhéng wo shi renwéi zud yanpi tiao wo jiu xiangxin,
SOAEBRZ N B B BB R AR S

Well, if my left eyelid twitches, | believe the (superstition)

440
you yanpi tiao k&néng jiushi méi xitxi hao.
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AT IR BBk RT RE R A DL

and if my right one twitches, it only means that | didn’t rest well.

441
Ni zhége... hao ba, kéxué de shudfa jiushi shénme
PRIZASBFIE, BRI UE AT A

You... well, the scientific theory is...

442
shud ni méi xiuxi hao, qishi yanpi yé shi hui tiao de.
VARBAR G, FLSEHR B B2 2 B«

it says that when you don’t rest well, your eyelids actually twitch.

443
Dui, wo xiangxin kéxué de, dan wo yé xiangxin mixin de,
XT, WAMSEFER, (HIRWAHE RS,

Yes, | believe in science, but | also believe in superstition.

444

sudyi shud wo shud zud yanpi dud tiao yixia méishi.
Bt Lt 3 22 IR B 2 Bk — T %5

So it's okay for my left eyelid to twitch.

445

W xiaoshihou shi zhéyangzi de, jiushi wo ting guo darén men shud ma
RN X AE T 1, Al M I RONATT 5

When | was a kid, | heard adults say that

446
ragudshud shi you yanpi tiao,
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A SR A IR R ik
if your right eyelid twitches,

447
jiu you y1 gé... you yT gé fangfa qu xiaochu zhége zainan.
A — A A INER R KA

there’s a way to counteract the effect.

448
Jiushi tié y1 zhang bai zhi tié€ dao yanpi shangmian... tiao de nage yanpi
FtE M — ok AR B Bz ... BEARIIRASIR K

That is, to stick a piece of white paper on the eyelid.

449

Ni zhidao wéishénme? | Weishénme?
REE A | A

You know why? | Why?

450

Yinwei bai tiao | O, dui dui... Bai tiao

KoyEBE | W, XX E Bk

Because “bai tiao” (it twitched for nothing). | Right.

Note: This is a play on word meaning the twitch happened with no effect.

451
Zhége xiaohua hao Iéng, bai tiao, jiu bai tiao le ma, tiao le yé méiyong
A, BBk, staBk Sk, Bk R

Such a dry joke. “Bai tiao™! It’s useless to twitch.

452
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Xiéyin géng ma | Dui dui dui
RO |
A homonym joke. | Right.

453
Zhonggud rén hén zaiyi zhége xiéyin de,
B NARAE BN E Y,

Chinese people care very much about homonyms

454
hén dud mixin yduguan de wo juéde ta dou gén xiéyin you guanxi
REREARPTEGEARIE T H LR

and many superstitions are related to them.

455
Jiangdao houmian de yixié kénéng dajia jiu zhidao le.
Y2 5 ) — L8 AT RE R K RNE T

You will see from our later discussion.

456
Jiu tiézhi zhege shiqing, wo xiaoshihou wod jingchang hui yanpi y1 tiao,
UG AU AN F4, DR IRE 2 IR K — Bk,

Regarding sticking papers, my eyelids often twitched when | was a child,

457
ranhou wo jiu ba wo de kébén shang de y1 gé xido jiaoluo,
NG FRAC IR RA _ BB —A/NMATE,

| would take a small piece of paper from my textbook

458
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ranhou hén éxin de, wo yong kdushui zhan yixia tié dao yanpi shangmian.

RGO, R RS — TG 2R B2 L1

and stick it on my eyelid with my saliva. Very disgusting!

459
Sudyi wo wen ni youxiao ma? Zhége fangfa
BT ABR R R 200 23X AN T3 ik

So let me ask you, did it work?

460
W& bui zhidao yal!
FA FE T !

| wouldn’t know!

461

Dan yé méiyou fashéng shénmeshi, kénéng shi youxiao de ba.
BWERAHKEA 2T, ATREHBIE.

But nothing really happened, so maybe it did work.

462
Yé yodu naxié yanpi tiao de
A LR R Bk )

There have been people whose eyelids twitched

463
zhénzhéng de hui ybuyixié bijiao yanzhong de yT ge shiging fashéng.
FIEM A L™ H AR R A .

and something serious really happened.

464
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Jiu xiang wo jiali rén wo ba ta jiu bijiao xiangxin zhége shuodfa,
BT BN E M LB E AL,

For example, my father deeply believes in this superstition

465
yinwéi ta fashéng guo liang ci chéhuo, ranhou fashéng qian
oAb R B PRI B, R JE R AT

because he’s had two car accidents

466
ta dou hui ganjuédao ta de xinshénbuning de zhézhdng zhéngzhuang,
b P £ B B A B CoRPAN T IZ AR,

and both times he felt uneasy

467
ranhou nage shihou yanpizi yé shi yizhi tiao de.
SN B IR B 2 — BBk Y -

because his eyelid kept twitching before the accidents.

468

Ta shuo yanpi tiao kénéng hui zhén de ydu nazhdng hudshi fashéng.
b i R B Bk PT e 2 FL A IS A S A

He says that bad things do happen when (the right) eyelid twitches.

469
Sudyi shud houmian ta méici tiao de shihou, wd gén ta jiang
FIT CAE i T e R Bk R i, FRER A T

So every time when his eyelid twitches, | tell him

470
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wd shud ni zaijia limian haoh&o xitxi yixia, jitl buyao chaqu le.
WUAREZFK B RE — T, MAZEH LT .

to rest at home and not go out.

471
Yé ybuyidian diliugan ma, wo juéde rén shi ybu diliugan de
WA — RN, BN A NI

| think it has something to do with people’s sixth sense.

472
Fanzhéng wo juéde wo de zhijué haishi man zhun de
S IE A5 3R ) B0 34 A2 B AR I

In any case, | think my intuition is pretty accurate.

473
Jiu birushuo, wo jide you yT ci yT gé péngyou diao le gianbao
gebbinid, JicHH —IR— DA Tt

For example, | remember one time a friend lost his wallet

474
ranhou wo de zhijué gaosu wd nage gianbao meiyou diao,
IR G A B A VR IR AR LB A 1

and my intuition told me that the wallet was not lost

475
shi kéyi zhao de dao de
7 H] LAFRAS 2 i)

and would be found.

476
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Ranhou wdémen houmian jiu zhén de zhaodao le nage gianbao.
SR IG A TR AR R 7R

So in the end, he really found his wallet.

477
Youkénéng
A HRE

It's possible.

478
Na ni juéde xianzai de niangingrén hui xiangxin ma?
TR BEAFIAE B N R AE 2

Do you think young people nowadays still believe in this?

479
Jiushi xiangxin de rén dud bu dud?
FARMEIAZAZ?

Are there many of them?

480
Xianzai nianqingrén qishi xiangxin de yé hai ting dud de,
A3 NILSEARLE a2 1,

Actually, there’s quite a lot

481
w0 dou shud le zhége shi Zhongguo zui pubian de.
FARUL 73X e 3 1

because as | said, this is the most commonly (believed superstition) in China.

482
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W0 kandao y1 gé wangyou shud, ta shudo wd meici you yanpi tiao de shihou
BB — NP A, AR UCIREE IO IR S Bk I fige
| read about someone on the Internet who says: “Every time my right eyelid

twitches,

483
zhén de hui ydu yT gé buhao de shiqing fashéng
B SH — DA KA

something bad actually happens.

484
Tébié tébié zhun! Buguo yé bushi shénme dashi, dou shi yixié xiao shiqging.
R mlaE ! A AR A KRS, #e .

It's very accurate! But it’s all trivial things, nothing serious.”

485
Danshi yéu yudao guo yi ci bijiao xidong de, jiu tiao de tebié xidong, yizhi tiao
HRABEBT — R, BRI, — BBk

But he did have one experience in which his right eyelid twitched violently

486
ranhou ta zhén de péngdao dashi le
SN IR R R EE T

and something serious really happened.

487
Sudyi shuo ta shuo ta zhége rén haishi bijiao mixin zhége dongxi de,
FIT A58 Al 158 At 3 > N S B BCRAZ IX AN ZR T8 Y

So he said that he believes in this.
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488
bugud zud yanpi tiao yé méiydu jian guo facai.
AT e PR Rz B .0 A Wk i

However, (he said that) when his left eyelid twitched, he never got rich.

489
Sudyi shuo ta haishi bijiao xiangxin
By At A8 A2 LU AR S

So he just believes that

490

you yanpi tiao hui dailai y1 gé buhao de shiqing.
A IR Bk 2l K — DA A

bad things happen when the right eyelid twitches.

491

wo zud yanpi yé tiao guo a, zhén de méiydu fashéng shénme haoshi,
A IR B Bk, AR KA A,

My left eyelid has twitched before and nothing good happened.

492

jiushi méiyou facai yé méiydéu ganma.
e B KB BEA T

| didn’t get rich or anything like that.

493
Qishi cong nage kéxué jiaodu shang laikan,
FSR IR B,

Actually, from a scientific point of view,
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494
tamen dou rénwéi zhége ni de zud yanpi tiao, haiydu ni de you yanpi tiao,
AATTFS O O IZ AR A2 HR B2 B, 30 R A A R B2 B

it's believed that if your left or right eyelid twitches,

495
ta kénéng jiushi ni de yanjing yaome jiu pilao le,
B AT RER R IR I RS B A e 57 T

it might just be because either your eyes are fatigue,

496
yaome jiushi you yizhdng nage shénme bingzhéng ma.
BAAA —MIBAAT 2 I AEWR -

or you have some kind of illness.

497
Sudyi shud ni zud yanpi you yanpi tiao jiu le,
BT AU AR A HR B A IR B2 B T

So if your eyelids twitch for a long time,

498
qu ylyuan gua gé hao, rang yishéng qu bang ni chuli le,
ZEBREANS, EEAEFHRGE T,

you should go to a hospital and let the doctors handle it.

499
ni yé jiu méiydushénme danyou le.
A AH T .

Then you won’t need to worry about it anymore.
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500
Hao, na women xiayige shi
i, BEATT 12

Okay, our next superstition is

501
guanyu fanzhuo shang chifan de shihou de yixié mixin.
KT R I i B — e R A5

about dining.

502

Women zai chifan de gudchéng zhong
ATHERZ )L A

While eating,

503
jiu bunéng qu ba wdémen de kuaizi cha zai mifan zhongjian.
FUANBE AT AT BB T AE R AR 1]

we can't stick our chopsticks in the middle of the rice

504
Zhége wo xiaoshihou yé shi ting guo de,
XA RN fige tH 2 W i 1

I’'ve also heard this when | was a kid,

505
yinwei zhiyao fang zai shangmian jiu hui aima.
KA RETRHE BT SRE

because if | did it, | would get scolded.
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506
Na ni néng shuo yixia shi wéishénme ma?
RAREEY— TN Am?

So can you tell us why?

507

YTnweéi wdmen ba kuaizi cha zai wan limian, yéjiushi cha zai mifan shangmian,

OSSR HE B o i dd A oK b,

Because if we stick the chopsticks into the rice,

508
l&éisi yu yT ge shang xiang,
KT —4 b,

it resembles a gesture of offering incense

509
liang gé kuaizi jiu gén liang gé xianghuo ylyang de.
PN T B P A K — R

because chopsticks are like two incense sticks.

510
Zhiybu géi sirén cht de mifan
RAEGHTENIZHIKIR

Only when serving rice to the deceased,

511
cai hui zai wan limian cha liang gén kuaizi hudézhé shi xiang,
T FER L A AR T B

will two chopsticks or incense sticks be placed in a bowl,
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512
Sudyi ni ba kuaizi cha zai fanwan l[imian
T AVRIE B 74 42 orsi L

therefore sticking chopsticks into a bowl of rice

513
zai Zhdnggud ta shi yigé hén jihui hén jihui de.
EFEER—MRBIHRSIEN .

is taboo in China.

514
Women gudai de siqiu de zuihou yT dun fan,
FATHEACRIZEIN 0 8 i — A

The last meal for people on death row in ancient times,

515
jiushi kantou gian ta hui na liang gén nage kuaizi cha zai zhongjian,
IR I A 23 2= RIS A 4 72 o 1]

would be (a rice bowl) with two chopsticks stuck in the middle

516
ranhou rang fanrén chiwan zhthou zai shanglu.
NFEB NG Z A L

so that the prisoner would be on their way after eating.

517
Haiyou shénme ne? Jiu guanyu chifan de
A AWE? Bk Tz

What other (superstitions) are there concerning dining?
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518
Haiyou y1 ge jiushi wdmen bunéng yong women de kuaizi
A — AR A A RE FH AT TR B 1

Another one is that we cannot tap an empty rice bowl

519
qu giao nage kong wan
BT

with our chopsticks.

520
Na zhége shi shénme mixin shudfa ne?
TR RAT 2 35 Vi We ?

So what is the reasoning behind this superstition?

521

YTnwei zhiydu qigai yaofan de shihou cai hui yong kuaizi lai giao kong wan,
K9 R 215 AR N o B TR m s

Because only beggars use chopsticks to tap empty rice bowls when begging

for food.

522
suoyi ni giao kdng wan jiu daibiao zhe ni shi gigai lo,
FIT AR s 22 B A R A R 2 5

So if you tap an empty bowl, it means you are a beggar

523

yé jiu yiweizhe ni yihou kénéng jiu méiydu fan chr.

LR M 1R LG AT BER A TR -

(or) that in the future, you might not have enough food to eat.
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524
Chule zhége wdmen qishi xiaoshihou
B 1 IXASPRATTH SN

In addition to this, when we were children,

525
women chifan de shihou yé hui yuéshu wémen
AT AR I it 2 2 SR FRATT

we had other restrictions,

526
jiu shud wémen chifan yidingyao qu zudshou fu wan, youshdu na kuai,
SN TG —E E ke ki, AT EH,

such as we must hold the bowl with our left hand and chopsticks with the right.

527

bunéng qu y1 zhi shdu na zhe kuaizi jiu yizhi zai nali pafan,

AL — R FEE T — B IR,

You can't just hold the chopsticks in one hand and keep eating (without holding

the bowl)

528
Jiushi yizhi zai nali chr,
e —EAAMLEZ,

because if you do that,

529

zhéyang hui yingi biéren shud ni zhege haizi meiydu jiajiao zhiléi de.
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X2 G A N BERIZA T B0 KB RN

people will say that you’re not a disciplined child.

530
Dan gishi cong shéndu de qu lijié zhége vyisi,
1B L SE IR B2 ) 2 B A =8,

But actually, if we try to understand this from a deeper level,

531
ragué wémen bu fu wan
WER A IA TR

if we don't hold the bowl,

532
hén youkénéng jiushishud women wan hui béi shuai suidiao.
RAT AT Re a2 0 FA T s A PR

we might drop and break it.

533

Name qishi shuai sui le,
RN FLSRRE T

So, if you break the bowl,

534
ta qishi géi y1 gé jiating limian dailai yizhong jiushi buhao de yisi
SR — AN SRRE LT A R — ROt R AN ) R

it also has a bad meaning for the family.

535
Jiushi ta yiweizhe kénéng hui jia limian chaxian bu héxié de y1 gé xianxiang.
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HUE B IR 1] BE 2 2K B I ASAE ) — ISR

It means that there may be disharmony at home in the future.

536
Haoxiang shi, jiu zai Zhongguo de wénhua limian
g5, BLAE R E RSk B

It seems to be true. In Chinese culture,

537
quéeshi dapo le dongxi, yushi zhe you buhao de shiging yao fashéng.
BSESTI 2R78, HUREE AN FEFERE.

if we break something, it indicates something bad will happen.

538
W6 bu zhidao ni ydumeéiydu guo zhézhdng tiyan
A FNEARA BA T IX AL

| don't know if you have ever had this experience.

539
Méi yici birushuo wo bu xidoxin dapo le béizi huézhé dapo le wan,
BE— R AN CAT R T AR 7B FT K T

But every time, when | accidentally break a cup or a bowl,

540
wo shi hui youyidian xinshénbuning de,
LREH — RO ATH,

| feel a little uneasy,

541
jiu xiang wo you yanpi tiao yiyang,
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HUR AT IR Bk —#F

just like when my right eyelid twitches.

542
ranhou wd you yao géi jiall dadianhua le.
RGN EE R BATHIE T -

| will call home.

543
Shi zhéyang de, shi zhéyang de
FEIXFEH], RIXFER]

That’s true.

544
Tébié shi shudo women zai nianmo de shihou,
<) VRN TFE R R A%

Especially at the end of the year,

545
yiban géng buyao qu shuai zhége wan
— R A B A

don’t break a bowl!

546

Guonian de shihou xinnian de diy1 tian,
T Y I BT A B 58— R

On the first day of the Chinese New Year,

547
na ni ba zhége wan géi shuai sui le,
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TRARICIX AT L 30 T

if we break a bowl,

548
na yiweizhe zhe y1 nian dou kénéng hui bu shunli.
TR R X — A W] BE 2 AR .

that means the entire year may not go well.

549

Na rugud shi wdmen zhénzhéng péng dao le zhége shiqing,
ARG R AT IERE S T I AN A,

So if this really happens,

550

name yidingyao qu buchong T ju, jiushishud sui sui ping'an

WA —EBERANTE 5], MRS 5%

we must say: “sui sui ping an” which means, safety for all the coming years.
Note: f#/sui (to break)and %’/sui (year) are homonyms. So after something is
broken, Chinese like to say “sui sui ping an” afterwards to counter the possible

bad luck.

551
Jit hui g&i rénijia ydu yT gé anweéi ba | Dui
A NFA — N EE | XY

This will give people comfort. | Right.

552

Chifan de guochéng zhong,
UATTbuR LR

While dining,
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553
chule wémen bunéng qgiao kdng wan, yé bunéng qu shuai wan
B T IRATAREMC W, WASBE i

in addition to not tapping on or breaking an empty bowl,

554
haiybu yT1 gé jiushi women chrt cai de shihou, bunéng qu fan yu.
A AR I R, ASRE LR

we also shouldn’t turn over a fish while eating it.

555
Ni xian jiéshi yixia wéishénme bunéng fan yu ba,
RIchiRe— N Nt A A RER e,

Explain why we cannot do this.

556

zhé shi shénmeyang yT1 ge shudfa?
KA AU

What is this about?

557
Cong zui zao de laijiang, rugud ni zai fan yu,
M B, SRR ERIf,

In the past, turning over a fish

558

gishi daibido de shi fanchuan de yisi.
HIACR R E RN E R
symbolized capsizing a boat.
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559
Name xianzai women de ché yé shi tongyang de,
TR IRAEFRATT ) 251 2 [RIRE 1

It's the same like cars now.

560
jiushi fan yu yé daibido zhe y1 gé fan ché de yisi.
S EBARE —MHENEE.

Flipping a fish also means flipping over a car.

561
W0 zhigian yiwéi zhége meéiydou shénme rén xiangxin de,
WZATLLARABA A NARTE T,

| used to think that no one believed this

562
ranhou houmian wo jiu faxian qishi ting dud rén xin de
SR Ja T B R B S BE 2 NAB Y

but later learned that quite a lot of people believe in this.

563
Yinwei wo rénshi yT gé béifang de nlihai ba, ta yigian shi zhiyé siji,
PEAFANR— AL TT B 2o 0E - ib PARG /2 HRA =] L

| know a woman from the north who used to be a professional driver.

564

ta jiu shuo ta conglaibu fan yu de,

It 738 1 2t AR AN B L

She told me that she would never flip a fish
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565
yinwei zhége zai siji rénqun limian shi bijiao jihui de.
PR AR ANE RIALHE B2 LU B i

because this is a taboo among drivers.

566
Ranhou houlai wo yé ting wdé ma shud woé méimei ma,
SN E e R AT P U U AR IR,

Later | heard my mother talked about my sister.

567
ta laogong shi kaiché de ma,
Il 2 2 T2 AR

My sister’s husband also drives.

568
ranhou méi yici chi yu de shihou,
IR e B IR A (R I e

Every time when they eat fish,

569
woO méi jiu hui zhadong de ba nage yu fan gudlai,
IR 2= 3 B AT A ok,

my sister will flip the fish first

570

jiu qidng zhe fan, bu rang ta laogong ydu jihui qu fan zhége yu.
FIeHER, AiblZAFEH LA,

so that her husband won’t have the chance to do it.
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571
Ta bi wo xiao hao dud sui, ta yé jihui zhege
RN Z S, B

She’s a few years younger than me, but still believes in this.

572
Danshi wo cénglaiméiydu zhége jihui,
BRI KB XA,

I've never cared about this superstition,

573
kénéng yinwei wo buhui kaichée
Al RERUA AT 4

maybe because | don'’t drive.

574
Ni hui ma? Ni kaiché de ba?
PRt ? PRIFZE AN 2

Can you drive? You drive, right?

575
Dui, wo pingchang hui kaiche,
*, BOFH I,

Yes, | do drive.

576

sudyi shud wo chifan de shihou wd buhui qu fan yu
JIT CA i F iz O I AN o 25 1 1

That's why when | eat fish, | never turn it over.
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577
N&pa jiushi wd bu kaiché de shihou wd déu hui qu jihui zhége fan yu.
WA A 2 TRA T E W R IR AR 2 & B X AN .

Even when | am not driving, | avoid doing this.

578
Na zhége yu zénme chi ne? Jiushi cht yiban ma?
XA B AN ? R 12

How do you eat the fish then? Only eat half of it?

579
Bushi ya, déng biéren fan ma
AT, S N

No! | wait for others to do it.

580
Na wanyTt ni zuo de y1 zhud dou shi siji zénmeban?
T — AR — SRS F LB A TR ?

So what if the table is full of drivers?

581

Yé kéyi yong kuaizi cong ce bian yidianyidian de ba ta géi bala chadlai chr.
WA DU AL — i — R B AP\ B kg .

We can pick the fish from the side bit by bit.

582

Hao xinku a, wo juéde zuod gé siji
B, RAEASS FI AL
Wow, it’s hard to be a driver!
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583
Hao, gianmian women shuddao xieyin ma
F, TR RATT 150 2] 14

Okay, earlier we mentioned that homonyms

584
zai Zhongguo weénhua haishi bijiao giangdiao de,
FE SO IE 2 LR R 1Y

are quite emphasized in Chinese culture

585
jiu zhén de shi wuchubuzai
W R T ATE

and it’s really everywhere.

586
Na women xiamian yao jiang de zhége mixin hudzhé shi jinji ba
ARFATTT i EEHF AR A IR B 2 AR s

So now, let’s talk about a superstition or a taboo

587
ta gen xiéyin shi you hén da de guanxi de,
BRI ERARKIRRN,

that deals with homonyms.

588

jiushi guanyu song liwu de yixié jihui.
e R TIEAL I — 2

It's about taboos when giving gifts.

mandarincorner.org

100



Do Young Chinese Still Believe In Superstitions?

589
Dui, women song liwu ta de yixié jihui
XF, FATEALYER— 2

Right, most of the taboos we have

590
dabufen dou shi gén yixié xiéyin yduguan de
KB 7 # 2 BR—Le i 5 A R

when giving gifts are related to homonyms.

591

Shoduxian zui bunéng song de na jiushi zhong, zhongbiao de zhdng

T e ANREIE RS2 o, BRI B

First of all, the last thing you want to give as a gift is a clock (or any items that

have this “zhong” pronunciation),

592

Yinwéi women song zhong gén songzhong ta shi y1 ge tongyin de

R FRATTIE S IR 28 B — AN A = 1)

because the sound of “to give a clock” is the same as “to say goodbye to a

dying person”.

593
Zhong yé shi zhongdian de yisi ma,
LA 2 2 R SRR

“Zhong” also means “the end”,

594
ranhou daibido zhe ta yao qushi le,
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IR RREBEMEERM T,

which means that the person (who’s receiving the gift) is going to die.

595
ni qu song le ta zuihou yT chéng.
PRIk T e —HE.

So, you’re going to see him/her for the last time.

596
Rugud ni song zhége liwu géi mou geé rén,
WRARIERZ AN AL FEA N,

If you give this gift to someone,

597
ta yiding hui rénwéi ni zai ztzhou ta, xiang rang ta qu “shi”
fi— 7 2N N UREER oA, ARk A 25 R

they will think that you’re cursing them and that you want them to “die”.

598

Dui, xiang rang ta qu “shi”
XT, AEibAh R

Right, to “die”.

599
Zhege qishi yé gén xiéyin youguanxi,
XA S IRIE S A KRR,

This also has to do with homonyms.

600
Yinwéi women hén... Yinwei Zhongguorén hén jihui shud “si” ma zhége ci
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PONEATR... PR AR o i 58 XA ]

Since Chinese don't like to say the word “to die”,

601
ranhou wangydu men jiu buhui shud qu “si”, qu “shi”
RGP RATT A 2587, £ PR

netizens don’t use it. Instead, they use the word “shi” (meaning shit) as a

substitute for “si” (to die).

602
Dui, ragud shi choéujia ma, jiushi kénéng shi jié le yT gé bijiao da de chdu,
XF, WERZZW, SRR | — BRI,

Right. If there is serious animosity between two people,

603

na kénéng zhén de hui jiu you y1 gé rén hui kuaidi géi ta ji gé zhong guoqu.
WA RE R R B — DA PRIGS 27 it % .

it is possible that one of them will send a clock to the other as a gift using

express delivery.

604

Shéi gian wo gian bu huan wo jiu song gé zhong

HER F A I s> f

Whoever owes me money and doesn’'t pay me back, | will send him/her a

clock!

605

Dui, zai Zhou Xingchi de dianying limian...
XF, AR R A HEL S B

Right, in Stephen Chow's movie...
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606
Ni kan guo Zhou Xingchi de dianying bu?
B A R ) AN ?

Have you seen any of his movies?

607
Dangran kan guo, zhéme yduming
HREN, XA

Of course! He’s so famous!

608
Ta you bu dianying jiao gongfu, ranhou [imian ydu y1 gé huamian na
flA I (TR, SRS BLIAA — ) i i e

He had a movie called "Kung Fu", and there was a scene

609

Futéu bang ma dao baozl gong, baozl po6 na limian qu naoshi,

7 AR BN AR 2 AR ETIR BL I 2

in which the Ax gang went to (a couple in the movie referred to as) The

Landlords to cause trouble,

610
houmian jiushi chanshéng le yixilié de jitfén
JRTHHGE 2 T — RISy

and a series of disputes followed.

611

Houmian nage futéu bang de laoda chr le kur,
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JEHAA R K T,

In the end, the boss of the Ax gang suffered a loss,

612
ta qing le y1 gé shashou, hud yun xié shén
i T — AT, KA

so he hired a killer named Fire Cloud Evil God.

613
Zhéngzai ta qing shashou guolai de shihou,
IEAEARIE % T 0 R K,

Just as he was hiring the Killer,

614
nage baozd gong baozi po ta yé yao zhao ta mafan
TR0 AH 2 0 H 2 At K Ath R I

The Landlords were also looking for him

615
Ta shuo, ni ba women zhéxié zuke jiu da de canféi le
i, ARAEIRA TR LA AT 1350 IE T

because he had badly injured their tenants.

616
Baozl gong baozl pé ta jiu géi ta dai le y1 ge juda de zhong
B A A ZAR RS T 7 — A BRI

The Landlords gave the (gang boss) a huge bell (also pronounced as “zhong”)

617
ranhou ta de yisi jiushishud, wo jintian géi ni dai gé liwu, da zhong
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Wb EBFUEU, WS REG IR ML, Kb

and this was to imply that

618
jiushi rang ni qu péi ming
AR LR 22 Ay

they wanted him to pay with his life.

619

Sudyi shuo zhé shi jiéle hén da de chéuyuan, ta cai hui qu sdong zhege liwu

PB4 TARKRIIIAS, A =KX ALY

So, only people bearing such animosity would give this type of gift.

620
Haiydu shénme liwu shi bunéng song de?
A 2ALY A REIE ) ?

What other gifts we shouldn’t give?

621
Wdmen haiydu yT gé song san
PATIEE — ik

Also, umbrellas.

622
Yinweéi san gén san shi xieyin,

PR < B O 1

The words “umbrella” and “separation” are homonyms (in Chinese).

623
ranhou ba zhége dongxi song géi biérén
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SRR ACIXAN AR PEIEL AN

Giving it to others

624
dangzuo liwu shi you yigé bu hao de yiyi,
LHEALRA — AR RS

as a gift has a bad meaning,

625
ta anyuzhe shi fenshou a ranhou ydngbié de yisi
e IR S o TR i A R

as it is a metaphor for breaking up and saying farewell forever.

626
sudyi peéngyou zhT jian huxiang zéngsong san,
T AR A2 1) HAH k<,

So, giving umbrellas to friends

627
yé jiu anshizhe rihdou kénéng féenshdu hudzhé shi lisan.
Wt A H 5 AT B T B 2 B Ak

implies that they might break up or be separated in the future.

628
Jiushi guanyu san ta haiydu y1 gé mixin,
KX TEEILH —PRE,

There is another superstition about umbrellas

629
wo xidaoshihou jingchang ting de,

mandarincorner.org 107



Do Young Chinese Still Believe In Superstitions?

TN 2 H T Y

that | often heard when | was a child.

630
Jiushi zaishinéi buyao dai san | O, wo zhidao
AR AT | MK, BHE

That is, don’t open an umbrella indoors. | Oh, | know!

631
Hui zhang bu gao a
2K A= ]

(Otherwise) you won’t grow tall.

632
W0 juéde wo zheme ai kénéng shi yinwei
AT IX A REAT B2 N

| think the reason that I'm so short might be because

633
wo xidoshihou da guo san
/NI AT 1 A=

| used to open an umbrella (indoors) when | was a kid.

634
Yinweéi wo jingchang zai, jiushi waimian xiayu le,
FoAREEAE, AN T,

When it was raining outside,

635
w0 dasan jinlai, wo zai fangjian limian wo hai da zhe
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PAT AR, A 5 18] B BaL 115

| often used an umbrella even in the room.

636
W0 yé da guo | Na ni zénme zhang zhéme gao?
LHATIE | BIREA KX Am?

I've used it too. | But how did you grow so tall?

637
W6 yé bu zhidao, kénéng shi yinwéi jiyin bijiao hao ba!
FAAFIE, W] BEA R Dy 2k D] e At e !

| don’t know. Maybe | have better genes!

638
Qishi shuigud imian yu hén dud zhézhdng jiushi
HK A B AR 2 X Mot 2

Actually, there are many fruits

639

song liwu youyixié jihui de dongxi,
EALYIA — R AR T,

that would be taboo gifts.

640
yé you hén dud yixié hao de yiyi de dongxi.
WAHMRE —Leh7 1= R

There are also many with good meanings.

641
Sudyi shuo shuigud song dui le qishi shi yT jian hao shiqging.

mandarincorner.org

109



Do Young Chinese Still Believe In Superstitions?

BT AU AKCRIERS T H s e — R iF 315
So if you give the right fruit as a gift, it can be a good thing.

642
Ni zhidao song li zhége dongxi ma?
PRANTE IR ZLIX AN ARG ?

Do you know about “pears”™?

643
W6 zhidao bunéng fén li, birushud wo mai le y1 gé i,
WHITEARE AL, L 3k 17—,

| know that we cannot share pears. For example, if | buy a pear,

644

wo buhui gén biéren fén zhe chi, yinwei fén li daibiao zhe fénkai.
WA NNz, B RRRE I

| won’t share it with others because it means “separation”.

Note: 43%i/fén li (to share pears) and 4) &/fénli (to separate) are homonyms.

645
Song li shi buhui qu sdng de,
SRR & Bk,

We don’t give people pears as gifts.

646
na ni zhidao shénme shuigud néng song ma?
TR FNIE AT 2 7K R REIR T 2

So, do you know what fruits can be given as gifts?

647
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Song pinggud ba, ping'an ma daibido zhe

BRI, PR

Probably apples, since it represents safety.

Note: The “ping” of “pinggud” is used in the word “ping'an “ which means

safety.

648
Haiyou ne? | Juzi ma?
EAEWE? | ET?

What else? | Tangerines?

649

Chéngzi ba?
P ?
Oranges, right?

650

Dui, chéngzi, chéngxinchéngyi. Ranhou haiyéu ma?
X, BT, WeOE. REEE?

Right, “cheng” (oranges) as in sincerity. What else?

Note: #&/chéng (oranges) and ii/chéng (sincerity) are homonyms.

651

Hudlonggud? | En, hong hong hud hud

KIEH? | W, Lrarkek

Dragon fruit? | Right, prosperity.

Note: The name of Dragon Fruit in Chinese contains the word of “fire” which

can also mean “prosperity” when you pair it with £I./hdng.

652
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Haiyou y1 ge dongxi wo zhidao, ni shud... W6 xiang de shi xiézi.
WA — MRV EIE, R BN S E T

There is another thing | know... You say it. | was thinking about shoes.

653
Xiézi ta shi daibido zhe y1 gé xiéqi de yisi
HTERRRE MR ER-

(The pronunciation of) shoes (in Chinese) also means “evil spirit”.

654

Ranhou yé shi daibido zhe shud xiwang duifang likai ma,

IR G M RRARTRAG Ui A B 7 B TR

It also implies that you wish the person to leave,

Note: If you give someone shoes as a gift, it implies that you wish them to

‘walk away’.

655
dui, songzodu duifang
Xf, IREXSTT

to send the person away.

656
Qishi zhége jihui géng dud de shi qinglu zhijian,
HERXADRIBE LRI,

Actually, this taboo is more common between couples.

657

jiushi ragudshud ni song xiézi géi ni nlipéngyou,
e WER B ARIE T4 R L AL

If you buy shoes for your girlfriend,
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658
kénéng daibido zhe jiushi ydu gé buh&o de yuyi,
ARREEMEA NN EE,

it might have a bad connotation

659
huozhé nimen lia jijiang yao fénshdu huozhé zénmeyang
B AR TP RDRE 2y T B0CE B AR

or mean that you two are about to break up.

660
Chule song xié ni zhidao haiydu song shénme kanshangqu buhao,
bR TIREERAE IS A 1A 4 F ERALE,

In addition to shoes, you know what other gift that seems bad,

661
dan qishi yiyi hén hao de
1B FL S ARG Y

but has a good meaning

662
Danshi méi rén song de | Shénme ne?
HARBNIER | Hale?

and no one will buy it? | What is it?

663

Guancaia | A?
FEAAWT | W] 2

A coffin. | What?
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664

Shéngguanfacai a, ta de yiyi

THE R, e ) X

It means, getting promoted and getting rich.

Note: The pronunciation of & #4/guancai is contained in the idiom F+ & & I/

shéngguanfacai which means getting promoted and rich.

665
Dan shijishang zai ndngcin shi you zhéyang de yT1 gé féngsu,
(B SERR EAEARAT A XA — A XA,

But in fact, there is a custom in (some) rural areas

666
jiushi laorénjia birushud dao le liu gi shi sui zhéyangzi,
B ANF MR A2 T,

when an elderly person reaches his/her 60s or 70s,

667
ranhou ta de jiarén jiu hui géi ta da y1 kdu guancai, ranhou fang zai nali
NI F N a7 — DR R, R TAE TR B

his/her family will make a coffin and put it in their home.

668
Qishi tamen juéde zhé shi yT gé hao de yuyi
FSABAT AT I R — NI =

They feel that it has a good meaning

669
bu jiao guancai jiao shoucai.
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AR I FFHE o

because they don’t call it a “coffin”, but a “longevity casket”,

670
Yinwei ni shi tian shou ma, na ni jiu buhui si de name zao le
KR I 7500, SR = AE 84 B T

since they add “shou” (longevity), that means he/she will live longer.

671
Dui, sudyi yé shi you xiéyin zai limian ma.
XF, BT AR A FL IR

So it also has to do with homonyms.

672
Buguo shud hui dao zhége xiézi, ni hui song biéren xiézi ma?
AN 1t Bl B AN EE T, URIE AN T ?

But going back to shoes, would you buy people shoes?

673
Huozhé ni jieyi biéren song ni xiézi ma?
B VR RO NI R 71 2

Or, do you mind other people buying you shoes?

674
Rugud wo bijiao xiangxin zhége dongxi, shud song xié ta shi buhao de,
USRI EE ARG X AN ARG, Uik e R A,

If | believe that buying shoes is not good,

675
na wo cong y1 kaishi wo jiu buhui qu jiéshou zhége liwu.
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I IR IBA = ERZX ALY

then | won’t accept them from the beginning.

676
Name wo bu xiangxin ta, na wo jiu juéde shou le yé jiu zhéyang.
IRALAREE, MRBIEAFI T .

If I don’t believe it , then | think that's okay to accept them.

677
Zhége qishi wod you y1 gé xiéyin nénggou huajié ta.
XA SR — NS E R AR

In fact, | have a homonym that can solve (this dilemma).

678
Shénme xiéyin?
it

What homonym?

679

Xiéshou yishéng

i

Holding hands forever.

Note: #/xié as in shoes and ##%/xié as in holding hands, are homonyms.

680
Dui o, qgishi yingshi yao yong y1 gé xiéyin géng qu jiéjué ta, huajié ta
XMk, SRR EA MBS AR S, R E

That'’s right! Actually if we have to counter the superstition with a homonym,

681
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na hai zhénshi zhege ci
TR L& IX 1]

then this term would be the solution.

682
Qishi qingll zhijian y& hui jingchang song hua ma,
FL BB 2 () 2 20 1 SRR,

Actually, sending flowers among a couple is also quite common, right?

683

danshi ni zhidao zhong xifang shi yduyixié€ wénhua chayi de ma

(B SR ARENE T 5 7 A — LS 7 e AR

But did you know that there are some cultural differences (regarding this)

between China and the West?

684
Jiu you y1zhdng hua shi ni juédui bunéng song de,
A — AL R VRAER A REIL I,

There is a kind of flower that you must not give as a gift.

685
danshi wo you kan guo yT ge waiguorén
HERAEEL —MIEAN

But | once saw a foreigner

686
ta sbnggéi ta de Zhonggud nlipéngyou yi shu juhua.
A& 25 At ) o [ 2 I A RAGAE

who gave his Chinese girlfriend a bouquet of chrysanthemums.
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687
Juhua bushi daibigo zhe...?
HAEARANEE...?

Doesn't the chrysanthemum represent ...?

688
Jiushi nazhdng qushi le de cai hui qu sbng ma?
FRIRFN LM T A Lk ?

Isn’t it the kind that you only give to someone who'’s dead?

689
Dui, ni zhiydu qu shangfén de shihou ni cai hui song juhua a
XF, AR R L BB R AR A 218 55 1]

Yes, you only give chrysanthemums when you visit a grave.

690
Sudyi shud zhong xifang wénhua péngzhuang de shihou
JIT LA A 0 7 SCAR R R R I ik

Therefore, when Chinese and Western cultures collide,

691
haishi you hén dud ydéuqu de dongxi.
ERFRZHBHI AR

there are many interesting things that happen.

692
Rugudshud waigudérén laidao Zhonggud,
LIP SR L

If a foreigner comes to China
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693
ta yao songgeéi péngyou liwu, ni hui géi tamen shénme jianyi?
M ELRZG AR, RS G AbATIAT 2 i ?

and wants to give gifts to friends, what advice would you give them?

694
Song liwu zhége dongxi, diyT gé téugisudhao
EALMIEANRIE, BT

When it comes to gift giving, the first (principle) is to suit their liking.

695
Haiyou yidian jiushi shidang de qu bikai yixié jihui de dongxi.
A — R IE Hih T — Rk 1 AR T

Another one is to avoid taboo gifts.

696
Danshi zai ni shénme dou bu zhidao zénme song de gingkuang xia,
HRAEARH A #AFIE B AL LT,

But when you have no idea what to give,

697
bijiao chuantdng de yixié dongxi, shénme yan, jit, ranhou huangjin
P AL SE — 222k 0, Aol T, RERE

(you can buy) some traditional gifts, such as cigarettes, alcohol and gold.

698
Shizai buxing jiishi héngbao, ta juédui buhui ydu cud.
SEAEMMTHLRA A, BANASHH.

If nothing works, you can give a red envelope and it cannot go wrong.
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699
Dui, hongbao kénéng bijiao zhijié yidian
Xf, LAAREHR E A

Right, giving red envelopes is more straightforward.

700
Zhége ni zhidao ma?
X AMRENE NG ?

Regarding this, you know

701
Hén dud waigudrén shi bunéng lijié de,
1R 2 A E NS A BEHLR I

that many foreigners cannot understand it

702
ta shud song gian bushi hén suqi ma? Ranhou hén giguai a
fib A B AR AR NG 2 SR S5 AR A PRI

because they find giving people money is very vulgar and strange.

703
Dui, wdmen song gian song de shi yT ge bao,
Xf, BATEERIE R 2,

When we give money,

704
ta shi y1 gé hongbao baogud zhe de,
B M EaEER,

we actually wrap it up in a red envelope
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705
hong hong hud hud, ta qishi dai zhe y1 gé zhufu,
LLLLKK, B — U,

which means prosperity and contains a blessing.

706
jiushi xiwang ni jia limian gud de héng hong hud hud.
e AR IR KK

It's to wish you a prosperous life.

707
W& hén haoqi, jiushi zai nimen gudjia you meéiyou shéme mixin de shudfa?
WARF=y, WURALEARN T 58 B AR A5 B Bk ?

| am curious, are there any superstitions in your country?

708
Yinweéi wo xiangxin zhége mixin yinggai bujin jin shi zai Zhongguo you,
KA FRARE XA R E N AZ AR A

| believe that superstitions don't just exist in China,

709

kénéng zai méi ge gudjia dou you, zhi bugud shi bu yiyang de
WREAEREDNERAAE, RAALR—A—FHR

but also in every country, which may have its own different types of

superstitions.

710

Sudyi rugud ydu de hua,
BT CAB R A B3

So if there are,
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711
ni yé kéyi zai pinglun qi gén wdmen fénxiang yixia
PR AT DAETEIR X R AT = —F

you can share with us in the comment area below.

712
Na rugud ni xihuan zhége shipin dehua,
TR T SRAR B WX AN AL ) 1 5

If you like this video,

713
na jiu qing géi women dian zan, zhuan fa bing fénxiang
Wt JAT R, R I =

please give us a like, share

714
Zuihou ne yé qing dingyué women de pindao
B e We A 1T e T ] B A

and subscribe to our channel.

715
Na women jiu xiaqr zaijian, baibai!
IREATT L, R

We will see you next time, bye-bye!

716

Baibai, Jonas | Baibai
F£H, Jonas | FEFE
Bye-bye, Jonas. | Bye-bye.
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