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1
Dajia hao! Huanying laidao Mandarin Corner, wo shi Eleen.

KRFEUF ! Wil >k 2| Mandarin Corner, %/ & Eileen.

Hello everyone! Welcome to Mandarin Corner. | am Eileen.

KF L dajia hdo hi, everyone
pyell huanying to welcome
P el laidao to come

E24 wd I

& shi am

2

Shang y1 gé shipin géi nimen jiang le wo zai gdongchang gongzuo de jingli,

b ANURES URATTUE T A ) AR I
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My Life As a Clothing Shop Sales Girl

In the previous video, | talked about my experience working in a factory.

—4~ shangyige previous one

A shipin video

o géi to

RfI1 nimen you (plural)

o jiang to speak

7 le (completed action marker)
wo I

1 zai (to be) in

TJ  gongchang factory

TAE  gdngzud to work

1) de (used after an attribute)
2 jingli experience

3

hai méiyou kan de rén kéyi qu kan yixia.
EEAHEBNATAEE T,

Those who haven't watched it can go check it out.

i hai still
®A  méiydu haven't
kan to watch
i} de (used after an attribute)
A rén people
RS kéyi can
* qu to go
EH kan to watch
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My Life As a Clothing Shop Sales Girl

—F yixia (used after a verb) give it a go

4
Jintian yao géi nimen jiang de shi wd cong gongchang cizhi hou de gushi.
S RBELE VRTINS HHEE .

Today, I'm going to tell you the story about what happened after | resigned from the
factory.

PN jTntian today

Es yao will

o gei to

PRAT nimen you (plural)

ot jiang to speak

i} de (used after an attribute)
& shi is

E24 wd I

M cong from

T gongchang factory

FEHR cizhi to resign

J& hou after

1) de (used after an attribute)
e gushi story

5

Méiydu shang guo daxué de wd shénme dou bu dong.
A B R IR A A

As someone who didn't attend university, | didn't know anything.

wH méiyou to not have
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shang
guo
daxué
de

wo
shénme
dou

bu déng

to attend (class or university)
experienced action marker
university

(used after an attribute)

me

anything

(not) at all

not understand

Cizhi hou, wéiy1 néng xiangdao de gongzud shi qu mai yifu.

R, ME—RE

TR AR 5 AR

After quitting, the only job | could think of doing was selling clothes.

T

Ja

cizhi
hou
weiyT
néng
xiangdao
de
gongzud
shi

qu

mai yifu

to resign

after

only

can

to think of

(used after an attribute)
job

is

to go

to sell clothes

Na yé& shi wd zui xianmu de gongzuo,

PISIEPEES o8/ i (o
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That was also the job | most desired

pill na that

e yé also

& shi is

E59 wod I

154 zui the most

KH  xianmu to admire / to envy

i} de (used after an attribute)

TAE  gbngzud  job

8
yinwei kéyi buyong shang yeban, aoye le.
RUNAT DA ERHE. 2RI T .

because | didn't have to work night shifts and stay up late anymore.

A yinwei because
EERYS kéyi can
AH buyong need not

& shang yéban  to work night shift

R aoye to stay up late or all night
g le (indicating a change of state)
9

W0 you yT gé xidoxué téngxué zai Zhéjiang mai yifu.
A — AR AR LA R -

| had a classmate from elementary school who was selling clothes in Zhejiang.

I wo
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A you to have

— yT one

A~ ge classifier for people
/NEE S xidoxué elementary school
{2 tongxué classmate

1t zai (located) at

WL  zhéjiang  Zhejiang province

S mai to sell
KR yifu clothes
10

Ta jiao Linféng, wdémen coéngxiao yiqi zhangda.
AR, AT — KK

Her name is Linfeng, and we grew up together.

i ta she

ny jiao to be called
MR linféng Linfeng

A women we

M/~ coéngxido  from childhood
—if  yiqgi together

KK  zhangda togrow up

11
Ta yaoqing wd qu Zhéjiang gongzuo,
it 1 TR WL AR,

She invited me to Zhejiang for work,

i ta she
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yaoqing

wo
qu
zhéjiang

gongzuo

to invite

me

to go to (a place)
Zhejiang province

to work

yushi wd mai le giché piao jiu qu le.
TREEK TIRERENE T

so | bought a bus ticket and off | went.

2 4
Fim

H

13

yushi

giché piao
jiu
qu

le

thus

I

to buy

(completed action marker)
bus ticket

then

to go

(completed action marker)

Na shi wo diyici dandu zuoché qu waidi,
IRFEHER — AR A2 F A,

That was the first time | traveled alone to another city,

il

na

shi

diyici

that

is

the first time
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dandu
zuochée
qu

waidi

by oneself
to take the car, bus, train etc
to go to (a place)

parts of the country other than where one is from

ji Xingfén you yoéudian danxin,
WEX A 3OAT s H D

| was both excited and worried.

Bk

A
VA

X
AR/

FHL

15

ji
xingfén
you
youdian

danxin

both... (and...)
excited

and

a little

worried

danxin dao le Zhéjiang shouji méidian,

HOH] 7T FHLEHE,

I was worried that my phone's battery would die when | got to Zhejiang

L

danxin
dao

le
zhéjiang
shoujt

méidian

to worry

to arrive

(completed action marker)
Zhejiang province

cell phone

dead (of batteries)
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ranhou wufa lianxi ta.
SRJE TR R At

and | wouldn't be able to contact her.

LR
P/RES
A
i

17

ranhou

wufa

lianxi

ta

and
unable
to get in touch with

her

Sudyi wo téyi ba ta de shduji haoma béi le xialai, yifang buce.
FrU R FH 568 7Rk, CAgTAD.

So | memorized her phone number, just in case.

Frek
#

tfg
it

LAB AN

18

sudyi

de
shoujt
haoma
bei

le
xialai

yifang buce

SO
I
intentionally
(marking the following noun as a direct object)
she
~'s (possessive particle)
cell phone
number
to recite from memory
(completed action marker)
(expressing completion of an action)

in case of accidents
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Linféng zai nage chéngshi gongzuo le haoji nian,
MRREEAAN T AR 1 4 J LA

Linfeng worked in that city (Cixi) for several years,

MR linféng Linfeng

1 zai (to be) in

A~ nage that one

Wi chéngshi city

TAE  gbngzud  to work

g le (completed action marker)

I )L haoji nian  several years

19
dou shi zai fuzhuang dian Ii mai yifu.
A A I S B S AR R

all in clothing stores.

#l dou all

& shi is

£ zai (to be) in

ik fuzhuang  dress/ clothing
)i dian shop

EEL If inside

= mai to sell

Fidi yTfu clothes

20

W& dida zhejiang hou,
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PAEWL S,

After arriving in Zhejiang,

E39 wo I
ik dida to arrive
WL  zhéjiang  Zhejiang province

J& hou after

21
ta géi wo jieéshao le yi fén mai yifu de gongzuo.
IhZE AR T — I L ARMRA TAE

she introduced me to a job selling clothes.

i ta she

% géi for

& wo me

N4 jieshao to introduce

g le (completed action marker)
— yT one

153\ fén classifier for jobs

= mai to sell

KAk yifu clothes

i} de (used after an attribute)

TAE  gdngzud  job

22
Na jia laoban ta renshi,

A ABINIR,
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She knew the owner of that store,

Bill na that
K jia measure word for business

ZHR l3oban boss

It ta she
iMIH rénshi be familiar with
23

sudyi hén shunli de wo jiu zhao dao le gongzuo.
BT ARG sl 43 21 1 A

so it was very smooth for me to find a job.

Frbl  sudyi S0

U hén very

JFAH  shanli de smoothly

E24 wo I

iR jiu right away

£79 zhao to find

Edl dao (denoting completion or result of an action)
g le (completed action marker)

TAE  gdngzud job

24

W&o de gongzuo shi zhan zai dian [,
A TAE R 75 B,

My job was standing in the store,

mandarincorner.org
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wo
de
gongzud
shi
zhan
zai

dian

I

~'s (possessive particle)
job

is

to stand

(to be) in

shop

inside

you guke lai jiu géi tamen jieéshao shihé de yifu,
A R K 25 AT 4hdE S AR

introducing the customers to clothes that was suitable for them,

i

Ei

%

fibAlT
e
PRIy
il

Kk

26

tamen
jiéshao
shihé
de

yifu

there is

customer

to come

then

for

them

to introduce

to fit

(used after an attribute)

clothes

hudzhé bang tamen shi yifu.

o A AR

mandarincorner.org
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or helping them try on clothes.

i hudozhé or

i bang to help
fifil  tamen they

ik shi to try
KR yifu clothes
27

Yé shi méitian gongzuo shi’ér gé xiaoshi.
WA R ITAE T ZAVDN

| was also working 12 hours every day.

H yé also

shi is

pul

ENSN méitian every day

TAE  gongzud  to work

+—  shier 12

A ge classifier for objects in general
/NP xidoshi hour

28

Dixin jia tichéng shi yT1 gian wu bai kuai zudyou, dan bu bao cht zhu.
JEF IR — T ha i, EAEIZE.
The basic salary plus commission was around 1,500 yuan, but food and

accommodation wasn’t included.

JEHr dixin basic salary

mandarincorner.org
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jia plus

tichéng a commission

shi is

yT gian wu bai 1500

kuai yuan (colloquial)

zudyou approximately

dan but

bu not

bao to include

cht zhu food and accommodation

Sudyi chuqu chifan hé fangzi de feiyong,
T ARR e A 55 AEL B 2 H

So after deducting food and rent expenses,

Frek

30

sudyi
chuaqu
chifan
hé
fangza
de

feiyong

SO
apart from

to eat

and

rent for a room or house
(used after an attribute)

cost

yé jiu shéng bulido dudshao le.

BatRA 2T

there wasn't much left.

mandarincorner.org
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My Life As a Clothing Shop Sales Girl

il yé (for emphasis)
i jiu then

Pl shéng to be left

AT bulido unable to

%/>  dudshao  as much as

g le (indicating a change of state)

31
Fangzi méi gé yué shi san bai wishi yuan, y1 gé xiao fangjian.
AN A=At — A,

The rent was 350 yuan per month for a small room.

7 FE fangza rent for a room or house
“MNH méi gé yué every month
= shi is

—HA+T  sanbaiwlshi 350

yuan yuan
— y1 one
A gé classifier for objects in general
/N xi&o small
J75 (8] fangjian room

32

W4 hé Linfeng gé cha yiban.
AR

Linfeng and | split the rent.

I wo
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My Life As a Clothing Shop Sales Girl
1 hé and

MR Linféng Linfeng

% gé each

t chi to pay out
—  yiban half

33

Méiydu chufang, bunéng zudfan, zhinéng zai waimian chr.
BB, AR, HEETESMEINZ .

There was no kitchen, so we couldn’t cook and could only eat outside.

wH méiydu to not have
J& 5 chufang kitchen
AN bunéng cannot
iR zuofan to cook
He zhinéng can only
1 zai (to be) in
HhIE waimian  outside

nz chi to eat

34

Nashihou wo juéde canguan Ii de kuaican zhén haochi!

RIS A% 3 A5 4 T L AR PRABR S !

At that time, | thought the fast food in the restaurants was really delicious!

FR B A nashihou at that time

K wo I
s juéde to feel
BNE cangudn  restaurant

mandarincorner.org
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My Life As a Clothing Shop Sales Girl

EEL I¥ inside

1) de (used after an attribute)
g kuaican fast food

H zhén really

4z, haochi delicious

35

Keé yT duan shijian zhthou wo jiu chi ni le,
A BN )2 5 Rz R T

But after some time, | got tired of it,

Ll ke but

— y1 one

B duan classifier for stories, periods of time
iFE] shijian period

ZJg  zhihou later

E24 wo I

i jiv then

nz chi to eat

i ni tired of

g le (indicating a change of state)
36

hén xiwang néng ziji zuofan,
IR B RE H O,

and really wished | could cook for myself.

1R hén very
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B xiwang to wish for
fie néng can

Ho  ziji oneself
i zuofan to cook
37

yé hén xiangnian mama zu0 de fan.
WARAE S I A

Also, | really missed my mom’s cooking.

H yé also
1R hén very

& xidngnian  to miss

L4 mama mom

i Zuo to make / to cook

i} de (used after an attribute)
R fan food

38

Shéngyi buhao, tichéng bu gao de shihou
HERANGT, S RAS e I

When the business wasn’t good and my commission was low,

A m  shengyi business
AN4F buhdo no good

B tichéng a commission
A bu not

= gao high

mandarincorner.org
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i} de (used after an attribute)

if{%  shihou time (when)

39
gongzIi jiu bugdu hua.
TEHAEAE

the salary wasn’t enough for me.

T%  gongzl wages

it jiu then

A% bugou not enough

1t hua to spend (money, time)
40

Jide yduyici wdmen méi qgian chifan,
A — IRFRATRERIZ I

| remember once, we didn't have money to eat,

1015 jide to remember
H—IK yduyici once

FArl women we

b4 méi to not have
B gian money

Nz iR chifan to eat

41

zhinéng zu0 zai jiali kan dianshi.

HREAAE X B FIAL .

mandarincorner.org
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and all we could do was sit at home watching TV.

Hfe  zhinéng can only
AL zud to sit

1 zai (located) at
FHE jial home

EH kan to watch
HAL  dianshi television
42

Dianshi shang zai fang guanggao,
R AR

There was a commercial playing on the TV.

HAL  dianshi television

i shang on top

1 zai indicating an action in progress
Jii'¢ fang show (a film, etc.)

7%  guanggao acommercial

43
yT wéi nianging de mama zud zai fanzhud pangbian
— AR U G AR AE AR SR 551

A young mother sat at the dining table

— yi one
fir wei classifier for people (honorific)
SR nidnging  young

mandarincorner.org



il
UEYE
AA

PR

551

44

My Life As a Clothing Shop Sales Girl

de

mama

Zuod

zai

fanzhuo

(used after an attribute)
mother

to sit

(located) at

dining table

pangbian  beside

zai hdng haizi chifan, ké haizi bu yuanyi chr.

FEMLEZ T IEH, AT T AR .

and she was trying to get her child to eat, but the child refused.

45

chifan
ké
haizi
bu
yuanyi

cht

(indicating an action in progress)
to amuse (a child)

child

to have a meal

but

child

not

willing (to do sth)

to eat

Dianshi I de mifan kangqilai hao haochr a!
AR HL ) K RS SR A L i ]

The rice on the TV looked so delicious!

RN

dianshi

television

mandarincorner.org
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EEL I¥ inside
1) de (used after an attribute)
KR mifan (cooked) rice

FEik  kanqilai seemingly

{52 h&o very

Uf17  haochi tasty

Mfs] a (expressing enthusiasm)
46

Gé zhe xianshiping haoxiang dou néng wéndao mifan de xiangwei,
(EERT NN S AGE P ST ERD

| could almost smell the fragrance of the rice coming from the screen.

k& gé at a distance from

5 zhe (indicating action in progress)
7~ BE xidnshiping display screen

1%  hdoxiang asif

#h dou (used for emphasis) even

13 néng can

¥  weéndao to smell

K mifan (cooked) rice

1) de (used after an attribute)

#Wk  xiangwei  fragrance

47
wo hé lin féng jiu dui zhe dianshi méng tan kdushui,
FRABR R AR A AR AR K,

Me and Linfeng swallowed as we faced the TV and our mouth started to water,
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wo

hé
linféng
jiu

dui
zhe
dianshi
méng

tdn

kdushui

I

and

Linfeng

then

to face

(indicating action in progress)
television

suddenly / violent

to swallow

saliva

huanxidang néng cong dianshi shang ba shiwu duan xialai chr.
ZJAE e I R AT B3 T R IZ

and we fantasized being able to take the food from the TV.

%48

huanxiang
néng
céng
dianshi
shang

ba

shiwu
duan
xialai

cht

fantasy

to be able to

from

television

on top

(marking the following noun as a direct object)
food

to carry

(indicates motion down and towards us)

to eat

mandarincorner.org
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49
Dagai san ge yué zhthou,
K=AMHZE,

After about three months,

KHE dagai about

- san three

A ge classifier objects in general
H yué month

ZJG  zhihou later

50

yinwéi méitian zhan shi’ér gé xidoshi tai xinku le
ARG AN RSB T

because standing for 12 hours a day was so hard,

ESW5) yinwei because

R méitian every day

vl zhan to stand

+= shi'er 12

A gé classifier objects in general
AN xidoshi hour

K. T tai... le too (much)

F XinkU hard

Note: X + adjective + | is often used to express emotions, attitudes, or beliefs that

are too extreme or exaggerated.

51

wa jit you cizhi le.
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Fm SR
I quit my job again.

5 wo I
At jiv then
3% you (once) again

TEHL cizhi  toresign

g le (completed action marker)

52
Jiezhe wo zhao le yT jia mai yundong fuzhuang de dian.
BAERIK T — I a IR R .

After that, | found another clothes selling job in a sports store.

BE  jiézhe after that

E24 wo I

% zhao to find

g le (completed action marker)
— y1 one

x jia measure word for business
SE mai to sell

&5  yundong  sports

A% fuzhuang  clothes

i} de (used after an attribute)
)i dian shop
53

Nage gongzuo de shijian jiu shao le hén duo,

mandarincorner.org
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A TAERIIS [R5 TIRZ

The working hours were much less,

A~ nage that one

TAE gongzud  job

£ de (used after an attribute)

I (] shijian time

il jiu just (emphasis)

b shao less

g le (completed action marker)
{(rE2 hén dud a lot

54

dan li jia hén yuan, sudyi xliyao zud gongjiaoché qu shangban.
EHEFRT, PrAHEAANTEL LI,

but the store was far away from my home, so | had to take a bus to work.

H dan but

= li (in giving distances) from
XK jia home

1R hén very

b7 yuan far

FrbL  sudyi %)

WE  xdyao to need

A Zuo to take (a bus, airplane etc)
NAEZ gongjiaoché public transport vehicle

2 F¥E qushangban  to go to work
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55

Xin de gdongzuod gongzi yé bushi hén gao,

B TAE LR WA RS,

The pay for the new job wasn't very high either,
P X new

i} de (used after an attribute)

TAF  gdngzud  job

% gongzl pay
il yé also
A& bushi is not
1R hén very
[ géo high
56

sudyi yé hui jingchang quégian.
T DA 22 20 ik

so | often ran out of money as well.

FrbL  sudyi S0
H yé also
o hui will

Z47%  jingchang  constantly

ek quégian shortage of money

57

Nashihou zud gongjiaoché shi yT kuai gian,

I Al 3 38 2 & — Bk,

At that time, taking the bus cost one yuan (about 0.15 US dollar).

mandarincorner.org
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FR B A nashihou at that time

AP zuod to take (a bus, airplane etc)
N gongjiaoché public transport vehicle

& shi is

—k yT kuai 1 yuan

(54 qgian money

58

ké méi gian de shihou wo lidn yT kuai gian dou shébude hua.

R CER FA IN AGRAE — BER A S ANEAE

But when | didn't have any money, | didn’t even want to spend one yuan.

Ay ké but
%%  méigian  having no money
i} de (used after an attribute)

i {%  shihou time (when)

E59 wo I

% lian (used with 3, #f etc) even
—H yikuai 1 yuan

(54 gian money

i dou (used for emphasis) even

A 473 shébude  to hate to do something

1t hua to spend (money, time)

59
Xiaban hou wo jit zoulu huijia,

DESEE VS EE$

mandarincorner.org
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So after work, | would walk home

THE xiaban to finish work
J& hou after

E24 wd I

it jiu then

7 B zoulu to walk

EER huijia to return home
60

dagai yao hua sishi fenzhong.
KREEAE DY 35

which would take roughly 40 minutes.

KHE dagai roughly

Sis yao will

1t hua to spend (money, time)
g+ sishi 40

38 fenzhong  minute

61

Wobmen yé ybéu baiban hé wanban.
HATHA B YA
We also had day shift and night shift.

AT wdmen we
gic! yé also
H you to have

mandarincorner.org
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HPE baiban day shift
Pl hé and

fitp BT wanban night shift
62

Baiban shi zdoshang ba dian dao xiawu san dian ban,
B R EREI T =M,
The day shift was from 8:00 am to 3:30 pm,

H¥E  baiban day shift

& shi is

B z3oshang early morning
AV ba dian 8:00

Edl| dao until (a time)
T4 xiaw afternoon

=2 san dian ban 3:30

63

wanban shi xiawl san dian ban dao wanshang shi dian.
MEEIEE N = R B B R

and the night shift was from 3:30 pm to 10:00 pm.

g BT wanban night shift
= shi is
N xiawu afternoon

=5 san didn ban  3:30
F dao until (a time)

i/ wanshang evening
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+ 5 shi dian 10:00

64
Shang wanban zéulu huijia hui ydudian wéixian,
MR B Rl K RUSER,

It could be a little dangerous walking home after working the night shift

T shang wanban to work night shift
% zoulu to walk

EIE3 huijia to return home
= hui will

A youdidn a little

faks weixian dangerous

65

yinwei youde jiedao meiydu ludéng,
ISAE BB 8T

because some streets didn't have lights,

A yinwei because
HH ydude some

#7iE jiédao street

wH méiydu to not have
BT ludéng street light
66

érqié wanshang jieshang yé méiydu shénme rén.

[ONEN e R iR S RPN
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and there weren’t many people out at night.

i H.
i b
ik

67

erqgié

in addition

wanshang at night

jiéshang
yé
meiyou
shénme

rén

on the street
also

to not have
any

people

Y&u yT tian wanshang wd xiaban huijia, tian hén hei,
AR ER TR, RIRE,

One night after work, | was on my way home and it was very dark.

H—K yduytian

i b

68

wanshang

one day

night

I

to finish work
to return home
sky

very

dark

wd yT gé nilihaizi, jia zhe baobao zdu de hén kuai.
Tty , TECERRR.
Being a girl, | walked very fast with my handbag.
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wo I

yT one

ge classifier for people

nlhaizi girl

jia to place in between

zhe aspect particle indicating action in progress
baobao bag or purse etc

zou to walk

de (link a verb or an adjective to a complement)

hén kuai very fast

Lushang jtha méiydu rén.
#% LT EA N

Almost nobody was on the street.

70

lushang on the road
jTha almost
meiyou to not have
rén people

Zhéshi, tiran you y1 gé nanren,
X, RRE—DHN,

Suddenly there was a man

X

zhéshi at this moment
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RAIR taran
H you

_ yi

A gé
EEUN nanrén
71

suddenly

there is

one

classifier for people

man

chuanzhe podlan de yifu

FEPEARR

who wore worn out clothes,

£ chuan
A zhe
k= polan
ib)] de
KMk yifu
72

to wear

(indicating action in progress)
worn out

(used after an attribute)

clothes

dui zhe wo wéisud de xiao.

XA PRI 5L

and who lewdly smiled at me.

X dui
= zhe
E5 wo

JERiH weisud de

Varsy

xiao

towards

(indicating action in progress)
me

lewdly

smile
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Ranhou wo jiu kan dao ta jiekai ta de kuzi,
SR JA PR BB AR A RO T

Then, | saw him loosen his pants

LR
#
N

ey

74

ranhou

kuzi

then (afterwards)

I

then

to see

(denoting completion or result of an action)
him

to untie

he

~'s (possessive particle)

pants

géi wo zhanshi ta de “baobéi”!

AR I

to show me his “baby” (penis).

%

JE&rs

zhanshi
ta
de

baobei

to

me

to show

he

~'s (possessive particle)

treasure / baby
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75
W06 xia de ganjin pao.
Sl Gy IO

| was so scared that | started to run away immediately.

E24 wo I

I xia to frighten

1% de (structural particle)
% ganjin hurriedly

i) pao to run away

76

Dangshi wd xinli hén haipa ta hui zhut wo,
2 FR 0 R St 2 1B 3R,

At that time, | was afraid that he would chase after me.

2 dangshi at that time

E24 wo my

LDE xinli mind

U hén very

E1  haipa to be afraid
il ta he

= hui will

B zhut to chase after
F* wo me

7

buguo haihdo ta méiydu gén shanglai.
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AL IEGAT A B R

Fortunately, he didn't follow me.

Ak buguo but

&4 haihdo fortunately

s ta

he

BH  méiydu didn’t

i3 gén to follow
Ik shanglai (verb complement)
78

Haiyou yT gé wo zhijin jiyiyéuxin de xido gushi,
WA — N REASIEIHT N,

There was another story that | still remember vividly,

e

o

|

=

£59

w4
WA
ib]

/1

R

79

hai also

you there is

yT one

ge classifier for objects in general
wo I

zhijin to this day

jlyiyéuxin  to remain fresh in one's memory (idiom)

de (used after an attribute)
xiao small
gushi story

na shi fashéng zai wé gongzud de dian Ii.
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TR AEAE T AR

which took place in the (second) shop | was working at.

& nashi that is

K4 fashéng to happen
1t zai (located) at
E24 wo I

TAE  gongzud  to work

i} de (used after an attribute)
)i dian shop

EEL I¥ inside

80

Na jia dian shi kai zai yT1 jia daxing chaoshi Ii,
RS R IHE— KA T

The shop was located in a large supermarket,

pill na that

X jia measure word for businesses
)& dian shop

& shi is

H kai to open

1E zai (located) at

- y1 one

X jia measure word for businesses
KM daxing large-scale

#Ti chaoshi supermarket

H If inside
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81

mai de shi yundong fuzhuang hé yundongxié.

LN RB B AE B

and it sold sports clothing and shoes.

sk mai
] de
= shi

1Z7)  yundong
fk%:  fazhuang
A hé

izahiE  yundongxié

82

to sell

(used after an attribute)
is

sports

clothes

and

sports shoes

Yduyici, liang gé gaoda de nanrén zoujin dian [i,
AU WA E KIS ANERE M,

Once, two tall men walked into the store

H—Ik yoduyici
[} lidng
A gé
Bk gaoda
i} de
BN nanrén
E#E zOujin
J& dian
H If

once

two

classifier for people

tall

(used after an attribute)
men

to enter

shop

inside
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wén wo zheér zui gui de xiézi shi nd yT kuan.

I FIX ) L 3 F 412 W — K

and asked me what were the most expensive shoes.

il

2,
A

84

weén
wo
zhér
Zui gui
de
Xiézi
shi

na
Vil

kuan

to ask

me

here

the most expensive
(used after an attribute)
shoe

is

which

one

classifier for versions or models (of a product)

W06 dangshi xinli le kai le hua,

FAm o BUIRIT T4,
| was thrilled
E24 wo I
i) dangshi at that time
LDE xinli mind
R l& happy
kai to open
g le (completed action marker)
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1 hua flower

Note: "> HLIRFF 1 1£" is a figurative expression in Chinese that means someone feels

extremely happy and joyful.

85
yinweéi yue gui wd na de tichéng jiu yué gao.
PR 98 5t 35 B Ut v

because the more expensive the shoes were, the higher my commission would be.

N yinwei because

feld yué the more... the more
D2l gui expensive

E24 wo I

= na to take

i} de (used after an attribute)
B tichéng a commission

i jiv then

ok yué the more... the more
= gao high

86

Yushi wd hén gaoxing de zhi le zhi zui gui de na shuang xie,
TR M dE 1 5 5 ot 0,

So | happily pointed at the most expensive pair of shoes

TJ&  yushi thus
& wo I
1B hén very
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i gdoxing de happily

8T8 zhi le zhi to point at (with double verb, it indicates that the action is
done briefly or casually)

154 zui the most

Dy gui expensive

1) de (used after an attribute)

AL na that

Py shuang pair

3 xié shoe

87

kaishi géi tamen jieshao.
THRZ AN

and began to tell them about them.

ARG kaishi to start

% géi for

fuA] tamen they

e jiéshao to introduce
88

Qizhong y1 gé nanrén rang wo nacha lingyT zhi xiézi géi ta shi,
Hp—AF kR EH 51— R4 i,

One of the men asked me to bring the other shoe of the pair for him to try on

Hrd qizhong  among

— yT one
A . .

| geé classifier for people
BN nanrén man
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ik rang to let sb do sth

* wo me

=i nacha to take out

F—  lingyT the other

H zhi classifier: one of a pair
B xiézi shoe

o geéi for

it ta him

i shi to try

89

shud chuanshang y1 shuang xiézi cai zhidao shi bu shihé.
Yo 2 b — XU A AE S A

because he thought only by trying both, could he know if they fit.

T shuo to say

% chuanshang to put on

—X{  ylshuang a pair of
Y xiézi shoe

7 cai only then
HiiE  zhidao to know
& shi to fit

AN bu not

&E#H shihé to fit

90

Ranhou wo jiu chongjin cangku Ii na xiézi géi ta shi.
IR A Bttt o B A T2 Al
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So | rushed into the warehouse and grabbed the other shoe for him to try on.

L]
E29
Ei

BT

N

=

it
1

91

ranhou then (afterwards)
wo I
jiu right away

chongjin to rushin

cangku storehouse
If inside

na to take
xiézi shoe

geéi for

ta him

shi to try

Jiu zai ta ba y1 shuang xié dou chuan zai jiao shang zhthou,
e — XA A A B2 e,

After he put on the pair of shoes,

Ht
1
f
i

N

jiu

zai

ta

ba

yT shuang
xié

dou
chuan

zai

just (emphasis)

in the middle of doing sth

he

(marking the following noun as a direct object)
a pair of

shoe

all

to put on

(to be)in
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jigo

shang

zhthou

foot
on top

after

lingyT gé nanrén na zhe wo shénhou de yundong ku wen wd dudshao gian.
HABANEELG ERE R K D

the other man held up a pair of pants and asked me how much they cost.

93

lingyt

ge
nanrén
na

zhe

wo
shénhou
de
yundong ku
weén

wo

dudshao

gian

the other

classifier for people
aman

to hold

indicating action in progress
I

behind the body

(used after an attribute)
sports pants

to ask

me

how much

money

W06 méi dud xiang jiu zou guoqu kan kuzi de jiagian.
Lk Bt LEE TR .
| walked over to check the price without thinking too much about it.

£i4
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méi dud xiang  without thinking too much

jiu then

z8u guoqu to walk over

kan to see

kuzi pants

de (used after an attribute)
jiagian price

Déng wod huiqu kan shi xiézi de nanrén shi
ExiqEiE cpn e s EEPN b)

When | went back to check on the man who had the shoes on,

PR

95

jiu faxian ta bujian le.

déng
wo
huiqu
kan
shi
xiézi
de
nanrén

shi

HURIABAIL T

| discovered that he was gone.

Eil

jiu

when

I

to go back

to see

to try

shoe

(used after an attribute)
aman

when

then
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KB faxian to find

i ta him

AW bujian to have disappeared

g le (completed action marker)
96

W8 de zui gui de xiézi y& bujian le,
s RETEAR T,

My most expensive pair of shoes were also gone.

®M wo de my

54 zui the most

pay gui expensive

1) de (used after an attribute)
B xiézi shoe

gic! yé also

AW, bujian to have disappeared

g le (completed action marker)
97

LingyT gé nanrén yé pao le!
F MBI T !

And the other man also ran away!

F—  lingyT the other

A ge classifier for people
BN nanrén aman

gic! yé also
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e pao to run away
g le (completed action marker)
98

Dangshi wo jiu shayan le.
LI AR T

At that moment, | was in shock.

i) dangshi at that time

E59 wo I

il jiv just (emphasis)
2R shayan stunned

g le (completed action marker)

99

Na shuang xiézi gi bai wushi yuan ne!
AERET-EE T toohe !

Those shoes cost 750 yuan ((about 109 US dollars),

Bill na that
A shuang pair
£7  xiézi shoe

750 qr bai wushi 750

JG yuan yuan
We ne (indicating strong affirmation)
100

Xiangdangyu wo bange yué de gongzi.
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METEFEDHR L,

equivalent to half of my monthly salary!

2T xiangdangyu equivalent to
& wo I

4~H bange yué half of a month

1) de (used after an attribute)
T#%  gongzi wages
101

Zhéxia wo géng qiong le!
R ERES T

Now, | was even poorer!

XN zhexia this time

E24 wo I

3] géng even more

55 qiong poor

g le (indicating a change of state)
102

Ranhou wo kuaisu chongchd dian qu zhdo na liang gé xiaotou.
SR FRR A JE LRI A M

I quickly ran out of the store to look for those two thieves.

SRJG  ranhou
E5 wo

PRIE  kuaisu

then (afterwards)
I

rapid
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M chongehl  to rush out

JE dian shop

% qu to go

#H zh&o to try to find

Bill na those

[ liang two

A ge classifier for people
/Mt xidotou thief

103

Xiaotou kénding buhui name sha,
MiTH EAS AR,

But they were not so stupid

M xigotou thief

HIE kénding  surely

A buhui will not (act, happen etc)
B2, name so

B sha foolish

104

zhan zai nali déng wd qu zhua al
St 7RIS LA 3 2 TR !

to wait there for me to catch them!

uh zhan to stand
7t zai (to be) in
E nali there
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& déng to wait for

* wo me

% qu to go

1 zhua to catch

W] a (expressing enthusiasm)
105

W06 nashi nianji xiao, hén danchun,
PRI 22/ R4l

| was young and naive at that time.

E24 wo I

FES  nashi at that time
fEZ8 nianji age

4N xiao young

1B hén very

Bigli  danchin  naive

106
rénwéi shijieé shang bukénéng ydu xiaotou.
IS EASAT B /M

| didn’t think that it was possible that there were thieves in the world.

A rénwei to believe

R E shijié shang in the world

ANTTRE buké&néng impossible
H you to have
/M xi&otou thief
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107
Jillsuan ydu yé buhui fashéng zai wd shénbian,
MAEA WA KRS,

Even if there were, | wouldn’t encounter them,

A jitisuan even if

H you there is

e yé (for emphasis)

N buhui will not (act, happen etc)
RAE fashéng to happen

7t Zai (to be) in

i E=gvl wo shénbian  around me

108

sutran dianzhang jingchang tixing wo yao zhuyi.
BARER A HRBEIRET = .

despite my manager’s constant reminder.

JSEZS sutran even though

K dianzhdng store manager
7w jingchang  often

FEnE tixing to remind

5 wo me

ik yao must

EE zhuyi to pay attention to
109
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Cong na yihou wo cai kaishi xiangxin
MIBCLJE A TS

Since then, | started to believe

MIBLLJE  cdéng na yihou since then
E24 wo I

* cai only then
IR kaishi to start
ik xiangxin to believe
110

yuanlai shijié shang shi zhén de ybu xidotou de.
JERA F L LA /M .

that actually, there were thieves in the world.

JF R yuanlai actually

= shijié shang in the world

= shi is (for emphasis)
HHY zhén de truly

H you to have

M xigotou thief

1) de (used for emphasis)
111

M8ici ySu guke lai mai xiézi,
BRRA R R ST

Every time a customer came to buy shoes,

BIK méici every time
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H you there is
% gukeé customer
*x E to come
i mai to buy
B xiézi shoe

112

wo zOng ding zhe tamen zhidao tamen likai,
AT E AT E ZMBATETT,

| always kept an eye on them until they left,

E24 wo I

ps zong always

HT ding to stare at

5 zhe (indicating action in progress)
flifi1 tamen they

HE#  zhidao until

fifil  tamen they
= likai to leave
113

haoxiang méigerén dou shi xiaotou.
IR NFR /M

as if everyone was a thief.

1% haoxiang asif
BN méigerén  everybody
i déu all
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= shi is
/M xidotdu thief
114

Sutran zai Zheéjiang gongzuo de jingli bing bushi hén yukuai,
BIREWT L TAERE I FEA 2Rt

Although my experience working in Zhejiang was not a pleasant one,

B sutran although

1t zai (to be) in

WL zhéjiang  Zhejiang province

TAE gongzud  to work

i} de (used after an attribute)
L2970 jingli experience

JT: bing actually (intensifier before negative)
AR bushi is not

U hén very

IREN yukuai pleasant

115

yé jingchang éduzi,
WA H I T

and | often starved,

il yé also
7@ jingchang often
et~ éduzi to starve
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116
dan xianzai xianggqilai haishi juéde ting yduyisi de.
B IRAE AR AR 2 W A SR .

looking back now, | find it quite interesting.

= dan but
AE xianzai now

sk xiangqilai  to recall

Ny haishi still

Wit juéde to feel

i ting quiet

HeE yduyisi interesting

i} de (used for emphasis)
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