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1
Dajia hao, huanying laidao Mandarin Corner! W0 shi Eileen.
KFEF, WK 3 Mandarin Corner! 3/ Eileen.

Hi, everyone! Welcome to Mandarin Corner, | am Eileen.

2
Zai wangluo shang wdémen jingchang néng kandao
FEM 2% EIRATI 2 H B 2

On the Internet, we can often see

3
Zhongwai hunxié fénxiang tamen zai Zhonggué shénghud de jingli,
MR I 7 AR I B AR 2

half Chinese and half foreigners sharing their experience of living in China.
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4
dan tamen dadudshu dou zai
{EAATT R 2 BB e

But most of them are in

5
xiang Béijing, Shanghai hé Guangzhou zhéyang de dachéngshi.
BALST. AT AR BRI

big cities, such as Beijing, Shanghai and Guangzhou.

6
Name zuoweéi yT ming hunxié,
W AAE R — 4RI,

So as a mixed person,

7
zai Zhongguo nongcin zhangda de jingli you hui shi zényang de ne?
FEH [ AR AR B P a2 BRI 2

what is it like to grow up in rural China?

8
Jintian woémen yaoqing dao Richard lai fénxiang yixia.
A REAN11E F Richard k7= — K.

Today, we have Richard to share (his experience).

9

Dajia hao! W6 de mingzi shi Wu Siru, wo de Yingwén ming shi Richard.
KREGF D W7 RS, K942 Richard.

Hi, everyone! My name is Wu Siru and my English name is Richard.
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10
W6 laizi Guilin Shi Yangshud Xian pangbian de y1 gé xiao cinzhuang.
Rk B AR T BT B 55 T — AN R

| come from a small village next to Yangshuo County, Guilin City.

11

Nage cunzhuang de mingzi jiao Silit, shi yT gé féngjing ruhua de xiao cunzhu
ang.

AN FE IR 44 7y A, o — A AU 2] (1) /A

The name of my village is Siliu and it is beautiful and picturesque.

12
Ni de fuqgin shi nali rén?
PRI SR SRR N ?

Where is your father from?

13
W& de fuqgin shi Xinxilan rén.
HHISOR =N

My father is a New Zealander.

14
Muqin shi Silit de, dui ba? | Dui
BESE R AN, X | Xt

Your mother is from Siliu, right? | Yes.

15

Na ni shi zai nali chGshéng de ne?
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TR AE W0 B H A= g Wi 2

Where were you born?

16
W0 shi zai Guangzhou nabian chidshéng de,
ARAET MR A

| was born in Guangzhou

17
ranhou zhu le san nian zudyou
RIGHE T =%,

and lived there for roughly 3 years.

18
ranhou you hui Xinxilan nabian zhu le liang nian,
SR JE SR I == 83 AE 1 A,

Then, | moved to New Zealand to live for two years

19
ranhou jiu ban hui zhébian le.
A EER ACIbE ST TR

before moving back here.

20
Na chabudud wu sui de shihou ban dao zhéli? | Shi de
MEAZ TG IR FIX R ? | 21

You were about 5 when you moved back here? | Yes.

21
Na ni dui Xinx1lan haiydu Guangzhou de shénghud ydu jiyi ma?
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FiAv S P Ty Y SO M|l R SR TR VAL ¥

Do you have any memories of your life in New Zealand and Guangzhou?

22
Dui Xinxilan de yinxiang zhén de shi tai gian le,
X HTI A EN R LR K T,

My memory of New Zealand is very vague

23
yinwéi nage shihou zhén de haishi hén xido hén xiao,
PRI AR AN i FL AR S AR /MR,

because at that time, | was still little.

24
chabudud jiu zhéme gao de shihou.
FEANZ X A v R IR

| was about this height.

25
Na zai Guangzhou zhé y1 duan shénghud jiu méiyou shénme jiyi le, dui ba?
ARLE S MK — B AR A A 41812 7, X ?

So you also don’t remember your life in Guangzhou, right?

26
Jiyi dehua haishi ydu name liang san jian sudsui de xiaoshi.
AL IE AT TS P = A B ) /N

There are two or three little things | remember.

27
Nage shihou wd ma ta gen wd shud wd nage shihou zhén de shi gé shé niu.
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FIR IS g B e it R e 58 B AR A IR A LA A2 A

My mom told me that at that time, | was great at socializing.

28
Zénme shuo?
EAUL?

How so?

29
Jiushi wémen bushi yao chiqu Iliyéu ma?
SR FATA L ZE S R 2

We were going on a trip, right?

30
Ranhou zuo nage changtu daba, wanshang, géi wo wuliao de!
RGN KRR E, M b, A TCHm !

We took a long-distance bus and it was at night. | got really bored!

31
W jiu zhijie qu zhao nage xiang chéngwuyuan ytyang de yi geé jigjie,
A B LRI AME R 55 77— R —NHAH,

| went straight to the attendant, a young lady in the bus,

32
ranhou wo jiu qu zhao ta liaotian, zhao ta liao le san gé dud xiaoshi!
RGBT, FABIN T =2 /N

and chatted with her for over three hours!

33
Danshi ni name xiao jiu yijing hui shudhua le ma?
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ERIRIB AN E AL Uih 12

But you were so little, you could already speak?

34
Shi, yinwéi wé mama ta duiyu zaojiao zhé yifangmian ta zud de bijiao hao.
&, BRI PUS I it ) - B0 — 5 T A A B

Yes, because my mother did very well in educating me at an early age.

35
W3 hai zai ta duzi libian de shihou
PRI AE b i B 32 ) B

When | was still in her belly,

36
jiu tiantian zai nar nian Tangsht Sanbai Shou.
RRER LS HTF=HE .

she read poems to me every day.

37
Tingddng le méiyou? | W6 bu zhidao a!
el 7 ? | 3RANFE ] !

Did you understand? | | wouldn’t know!

38
Na ni houmian yuwén huibuhui géng hao yidian? | Shi, queshi
ARG HE L A — 7 | 2, WSk

Were you good at Chinese language later? | Indeed.

39
W6 zai shang xiaoxué de shihou,
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AL E/NE I

When | was in primary school,

40
wo de yuwen zai banshang suanshi zhong shang shuiping de.
RHTE SCAEYE SR EOKFRY .

my Chinese was at the upper-middle level in my class.

41
Sudyi ni mama de zhége yuédu Tangshi de zhége xingwéi
JIT CAAR G G, B3 B 12 R 355 X AT

So your mother’s effort in reading poems to you

42
haishi méiyou baifei de. | Shi de
BB AR | 21

didn’t go to waste. | Yes.

43
Na houmian shangxué shi zai Guangzhou shang de you'éryuan, dui ba?
AR A AE M BRIl U, X ?

You attended kindergarten in Guangzhou, right?

44
Shi, danshi shang de shijian jiu bijiao duan le.
&, fHaE EIRI TR A AR T .

Yes, but it was for a short period of time.

45
Zai nabian shi xtyao shuo putonghua ne haishi Guangzhou hua?
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FETR I 7 e B I TG Ve b & S 1% ?

Did you need to speak Mandarin or Cantonese?

46
Shud putdonghua de pinli bijiao gao yixié.
Vi T B L — L

The frequency of speaking Mandarin was higher.

47
Danshi Yuéyu ma, yinwéi rén zai nabian ma
EPE A S SPAPN: ¥ S UL/

But as for Cantonese, since | was there,

48
na zongshi yao xué yidian de.
AR — .

| had to learn some.

49
Xianzai hui shudé ma?
WLAE i ?

Can you speak?

50

Zhiyou yidiandian | Dui
RAE—/RA | X

Just a little. | Right.

51
Nahuir hui shuo Yingwén ma?
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B2 )L Pl s g ?
Could you speak English at that time?

52
Tingbudong, xiang ting tianshi yiyang.
Wr AN, B R —FE.

No, | couldn’t. It was all Greek to me.

53
Nage shihou kan zhe wo baba,
RAHEEEREE,

At that time, | would look at my father

54
ta zai nabian gén ta de péngyou shudhua jiaotan,
A AR 1 ER A R AR A Ui TE SS R,

as he was talking to his friends,

55
w0 jit... wo jiu xiang zhéyang.
R PGRIXFE

| was like this.

56

Ni shi dao shénmeshihou cai kaishi hui jiang Yingwén?
IRFE R AR A T ha e ?

When did you start speaking English?

57
Yinggai shi shisan sui de shihou
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1% = [ I {5
Probably when | was 13.

58
YTnweéi wd nashihou xiang de shi shénme ne?
PRI A IS B fige AL PR A A W 2

Because at that time, | thought that

59
Ni kan wo baba shi gé waiguorén ya,
&R EERANINE N,

since my dad was a foreigner,

60
na rugud wo xiang gén ta jiaoliu zénmeban?
IR R AR ERAD AT E A /52

and if | wanted to communicate with him, how could | do this?

61

Suiran ta yé hui shud putonghua,
EIRA 2 Ui T 1T

Although he could speak Mandarin,

62
danshi wéishénme wd bunéng yong Yingwén gén ta jiaoliu ne?
1B A4 JRAN BE I SR SR A A2 i e 2

why shouldn’t | use English to talk to him?

63
Ranhou nage shihou jiu kaishi jiushi yduyishi de qu
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SRJE A I BT da it 2 A = R %5

So starting from then, | consciously

64

gén wo baba qu lian Yingwén de kduyu zhéxié.
PRI EE L LI MIEIX L,

practiced my English speaking with my father.

65
Ranhou taran you yi tian jiushi hui shud le.
R RRE — RISV T

Suddenly, one day | could speak it.

66
Danshi shisan sui suanshi bijiao wan de, zuowéi y1 gé hunxié
HE =2 FR LB, 1EA— MR

But it’s relatively late for a 13-year-old mixed kid to (learn English).

67

ranhou ni jia limian qishi shi you zhége Zhong Yingwén de huanjing,

SR VR K B L SR A XA R I SO AR,

In your home, you actually had both Chinese and English speaking

environment.

68

weishénme dangshi ni de fumu
N2 IR RS BE

Why didn’t your parents

69
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meéiydu rang ni tdbngshi xuéxi Zhongwén gén Yingwén ne?
B LEAR RN 27 3] Hh SCER S S0 2

have you learn both English and Chinese at the same time?

70

W6 baba ta juéde Zhongwén nan xué!

& A e 153 OO !

My father thought that Chinese was difficult to learn!

71
Ta shud ta céng shiba sui jiu lai dao Zhongguo,
A i A A\ S ik 2 v

He said that he came to China when he was only 18 years old.

72
danshi daoxianzai ta dui hén dud Zhongweén de yixié cihui ta dou haishi bu liji
é’

(B B BLAE A XHR 22 o SR — S8R AR HE 2 AN PR,

But even up to now, he still doesn’t understand many Chinese words.

73
suQyi ta shud ni xian xué Zhongwén bal
JIT DAt 158 AR 56 2 S iE

So he said: “Learn Chinese first!”

74
Ta shiba sui jiu lai le ya? | Dui
A )\Z ik TE? | XS

He came here when he was 187 | Yes.
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75

Ta wéishénme name nianqing jiu lai Zhonggué ya?
AT 2 A S el R o [ 1 2

Why did he come to China so young?

76

Ta gén wo shud de shi ta xihuan yT gé dianying mingxing jiao Li Xiaolong.

b ER BT R E IR A B LR 2N e

He told me that he liked a movie star named Bruce Lee.

77

Wushu | Dui, ta tébié xihuan gongfu.

T2 v NI /S | LK 5 71| E=BY @I PN

Kung Fu? | Right, he liked Kung Fu very much.

78
Ta hui wigong ma? | Ta hui
o XThg ? | Al

Does he know Kung Fu? | Yes, he does.

79
Ta hai hui da shuangjiégun, ranhou taiquandao yé hui
e 23T R, ARG hEE s

He can use Nunchucks and do Taekwondo.

80
Ta xianzai Zhongwén shuiping zénmeyang? | Méi wd hao
fIRAE SO EARE? | IR

How is his Chinese now? | Not as good as mine.
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81
Kénding méi ni hao!
ARG !

Of course!

82
Ni dou shi tushéngtizhang de Zhongguo haizi le, suanshi
R EEERPEEZT T, F2

You're a native Chinese kid!

83
Ni ziji juéde Zhongwén xiangbi Yingwén géng nan ma?
(NS IS L e @ El= S s B L

Do you think Chinese is more difficult compared to English?

84
W4 daoshi juéde Zhongwen xianzai duiyu wo laishud haishi bijiao jiandan de,
AR AT SCHLAE X T BORULIL A L fa] 11

| actually feel that Chinese is simpler for me.

85
yIinweéi ni xiang jiushi congxiao dao da,
RIS PR AR A2 /N B,

Because, think about it, since childhood

86
ni dou shi zai zhézhdng chun Zhongwén de huanjing xia chéngzhang de,
PR e AE XA A o SRR

| have been in a purely Chinese environment.
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87

v v v _\_ 7

FITEMR B AR TR 2 545, 3X A SCASHERR !

So | naturally feel that Chinese isn’t hard!

88
Ni zai huidao Yangshuo zhihou, dagai shi wu sui de shihou ma,
YRIERIBIBHYA 2 J5, RAEAE T %5 BB 05

When you moved back to Yangshuo and you were about 5 years old,

89
nahuir ni zhidao ziji gén biéren buyiyang ma?
R JLARFNTE B SRR A A — R 2

were you aware that you were different from others (around you)?

90
Nage shihou wo shi dui zhege gainian shi bijiao mohu de,
TIRA IR A 3K AN 2 A2 EE AR FT

At that time, | had a very vague concept about this.

91
wo jiu juéde wo gén dajia méishénme butong a!
A 5 A FR IR R KB A A AN [F] W] !

| didn’t think that | was any different from everyone else.

92
W4 wuféi jiishi zhangde bai le dianr,
KL KEA 17 RL,

It was just that my skin was a little whiter
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93

ranhou toéufa xiang ran guo de | Dui

IRk RAGAEE | XS

and my hair looked as if it was dyed. | Right.

94

Na zai cin limian ne? Cainmin men buhui gén ni shud
IRAERT L WE ? A RATAS S BRAR 1

What about in your village? Wouldn’t people tell you that

95
ni gén biéde xiaohai buytyang, ni shi hunxié, ni shi waiguorén
IRERIHNZA—RE, AR TR I, RZSNEA

you were different from other kids and that you were mixed or a foreigner?

96
Tamen daoshi méiyou jiushi zheme zhibai de shug,
AR A R X 4 L H L,

They didn’t say these things to me in such a direct way.

97
dan yinweéi ni zhidao Yangshuo zhébian
(B BRI A R T8 PR YA X 3

But as you know, Yangshuo people

98
tamen jiao waigudrén yiban dou jiao haléu
AbATTAY b N — S L

generally call foreigners “Hello”.
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99
Shi ma? | Dui
G2 | Xt

Really? | Yes.

100
Huozhé jiao laowai
s F 24

Or call them “Lao Wai".

101
Jibénshang jiushi zai ctiinzi shang ma
B AR T L

Basically in the village,

102
jiushi wo chiqu tamen jiushi halou, Moxt Moxt
BT LA TR, JBE P EE Y

if | went out, they would call me “Hello, or Moximoxi (hello in Japanese)”.

103

A? Haiydu zhége! | Dui
W2 SEARXA | R
What? Even this? | Right.

104
Zhé bushi Ribénrén ma?
XA HA N2

Isn’t that Japanese?

mandarincorner.org
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105

Dui, danshi tamen bu zhidao ya
XF, AEZMATIAN FE

Yes, but they didn’t know!

106
Sudyi tamen jiushi hui yong gézhdng qiguai de chénghu,
T DUABA T30 2 T & A 23 B B BRI

So they would give me all sorts of strange names

107
jiushi xiang yingi wo de zhuyi ma.
HLE A G HE I -

to get my attention.

108

Yingi wan wo de zhuyi, tamen yé bu zhidao gai shud shénme.
FIEFERKER, MMATHAFEZ T 4.

After they got my attention, they didn’t know what to say.

109
Wanle jiu wo ga zai nar, ranhou tamen yé ga zai nar,
56 T ERIGAETR )L, ARG ARA T AE R )L,

So | would feel awkward and so would they.

110
ranhou jiu da yan deng xiao yan de, ranhou wanle wo jiu zou le.
SR RRIRRE NIRIK, AR5 58 T HE T -

We looked at each other and then | would walk away.

mandarincorner.org 19



Half White Half Chinese Teenager Talks About Growing Up in Rural China

111
Jit zhéyang la? | Dui, chabudud jiu zhéyang le.
FUXFERR? | X, ZAZHIENET .

That was it? | Yep, that was about it.

112

Daren ma? | Daren
RKANE? | KA

Were they adults? | Yes.

113

Na xiaohai ne?
HR/NEZWE ?

What about kids?

114
Xidohai jiu héihéi... haléu?
INZITEIE. L B ?

Kids would be like this: “Heihei... Hello?”

115
Ydudian haixia de ganjué, shi ma? | Dui
ARFEME, =257 | X

They were shy, right? | Yes.

116

Ranhou haiydu yT jian jiushi wod rénwéi bijiao yduyisi de shiqing jiushi
NGB — RIS LA = B RS 2

Another thing that | think is interesting is that
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117
tamen ydushihou hui wén wo jiushi
AT IR 2 1A Bl

they (villagers) sometimes would ask me:

118
zhége dongxi de Yingwén zé€énme shud?
XA IR VG SRS E AT ?

“‘How do you say this in English?

119
Nage dongxi de Yingwén zénme shud?
TR ZR VU S4B ?

How do you say that in English?”

120

Na tamen dou wén ni shénme ne?
FRATAT TR e 4342 Wi 2

What (things) would they ask you about?

121
Bird shud tamen zhi zhe y1 gé mianbao,

tLan i A — e,

For example, they would point at bread and say:

122

zhége de Yingwén shi shénme ya?
XA BSR4 ?

“What'’s the English for this?”

mandarincorner.org
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123
Ranhou wo jiu gaosu tamen bread
SR JE B IR AT bread

| would tell them, bread.

124

Ranhou tamen, a, shénme?
WRIE AT, W, AAa?

They would say: “What?”

125
Ranhou wo zai chongfu yibian bread | Breeeead

SRJE 3R B EE —ii bread | Breeeead

| would repeat, “bread”. | Breeeead (they would say).

126
W3 shuo, shi bread!
i, & bread!

| would say: “It's bread!”

127
Ni shi hui shud Yangshuo hua de, dui ba?
fRiE o U BRI G Y, X ?

You can speak Yangshuo dialect, right?

128
W hui jiang Yangshuo hua.
WV

Yes, | can.
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129
You dud hao?
FEEZ S

How good are you?

130
Zai richang de goutong jiaoliu yiji nazhong ting dou shi méiweénti de.
FE VA I AT AL IS A e 0 2 L i et 1 o

| have no problem in everyday communication and listening.

131
Jiushi jibénshang xiang y1 gé Yangshuo rén, dui ba? | Shi
FeEEA ER—AFHEA, e | 2

So you’re basically a Yangshuo local, right? | Yes.

132
Ni shi z&énme xuéhui de ya?
R EAF I ?

How did you learn it?

133

Zhége shuo qilai haiyéu y1 duan lishi,

XA RIS — B e,

Speaking of this, there is a history behind it.

134

xiang Guangdonghua hé Yangshuo hua tamen zhége chabié jiu hui bijiao da
ma,

QT ZR U AT B R A 13X AN 22 1 3l 2 BB R

There is quite a big difference between Cantonese and Yangshuo dialect,
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right?

135
wo yT1 huilai wd nage shihou shi bijiao bu shiying de.
F— [ SRR IS i 5 FL AN TE DY o

When | first came back, | wasn’t very accustomed to it.

136
Ranhou wo nage shihou putonghua gén Yueyd jiu jia zhe yiqi shud de.
IR JE TR B fie 7 108 17 R B A R A — AR U

and at that time, | would speak a mix of Mandarin and Cantonese.

137
Houbian wd ma jiu juéde buxing,
JE LI AT AT

Eventually my mother thought: “This won’t work.

138
suanle, rang ta xué Yangshuo hua
PR A (AL R

Forget it, just let him learn Yangshuo dialect!”

139

YTinweéi richang shénghud zhong tamen goutong yé shi yong Yangshuo hua m
a,

PRI Dy A 3 v AT 9 36 2 IS 9 T R

Since they were using Yangshuo dialect to communicate every day

140
ranhou wo jiu ting, na wa jiu hui shuo le.
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SRJE BT, AREM U T .

and as | listened to it, | was able to speak it as well.

141
Xuéhao nage Yangshuo hua zhthou,
FIF AN B IS 2 S

After | learned to speak Yangshuo dialect,

142
woO you y1 duan shijian wo shenzhi bu zhidao putonghua zénme shuo le.
A — B [ A FE S B E AW T .

for a while, | didn’t even know how to speak Mandarin.

143

Zhén de | Shima? | Shia
FH) | 2 | 2
Really! | Really? | Yes.

144
Na houmian you zénme hui le ne?
M Em X E AL THE?

How were you able to speak (Mandarin) later?

145
Yinweéi shangxué le, ranhou xuéxiao ta shi yaoqiu
KA BT, RGP REREK

Because | started going to school and it was required

146
jiushi guifan shiyong putonghua ma,
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Ve MR FAEREPUERTIL

to use standard Mandarin.

147
ranhou wémen jiu you ba putdonghua géi shi qilai le.
IR AT T E @R SRk 1

So, | picked up Mandarin again.

148
Yinwei ni jia Stlit li Yangshuo zhén haishi youdian juli de, dui ba? | En, shi de
KA VRS B B Y BRE A R BE B Y, X ? | I, Y

Your village Siliu is a little far away from downtown Yangshuo, right? | Yes.

149
Na dang ni zou zai Yangshuo jietou
TR AR EAE B =k

When you walked on the streets in Yangshuo

150
gén moshéngrén yong Yangshuod hua jiaoliu shi,
PRBAAE N F BHYATE 2SI

and spoke the local dialect with strangers,

151
tamen tongchang shi ydu shénmeyang de fanying?
AT S A AR SR ?

what normally was their reaction?

152
Yangshuo you nazhdng zu diandong ché de
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BH 391 AR R A B B0 4 1)

(For example), there are people in Yangshuo that rent out E-bikes.

153
ranhou tamen jiu yiwéi wo shi waidirén,
SRIGAATRE LI B AN

They would think that | was a person from outside this area (a tourist)

154
yinweéi zhangxiang ma tamen you rénwéi wod shi waiguoreén,
PRI ARMRRAATT XN 3 A E N

or that | was a foreigner because of my appearance.

155
ranhou tamen jiu z6u shanglai,
RIEATEE Bk,

They would come up to me

156
shud zhe Yingyu E-bike...
Ui %1 E-bike...

and use English to say to me: E-bike...

157
Ranhou wo jiu gén tamen shud, “buyodng, wo béndi”

SRR PO ERARAT UG, A, A

Then | would tell them: “I don’t need it! | am a local.” (Speaking Yangshuo

dialect)

158
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Béndi de? Zénme zhangde bu xiang ya?
AHP? BEAKEAB?

Alocal? How come you don’t look like one?!

159

Tamen jiu hui kaishi wen
HATTEE T 46 1]

They would start asking:

160
jiushi xiaodidi ni shi na de ma
FICHE 7IN 25 2 AR TR 14 R

“Kid, where are you from?”

161

Ranhou wo jiu shud wo shi Yangshuo zai.

IR Ja B U B2 P AT

| would tell them that | am a Yangshuo boy. (Speaking Yangshuo dialect.)

162

Ranhou tamen jiu... o! Zhén de?
RGBS W 2

They would be like: “Ah! Really?!”

163
Ni juéde Yangshud zhen shangmian gén ni nage nongcun de shénghud
PRoe 43 B PR R b T ERAR A ASAAS 1 A

In your opinion, are there any differences

164
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youmeéiydu shénme buténg de difang?
AEWA N AANF R T7?

between life in downtown Yangshuo and your village?

165
Yangshuo gén Silit cun de nage qubié haishi bijiao da de.
S 391 R BRI £ R A DX 2 LR )

The differences are quite large.

166

DiyT gé hén xianzhu de jiushi jiaotong bufangbian.
MR E HBUEAZEA T

The first significant one is that the transportation isn’t convenient (in my

village).

167
Ranhou jiushi ni rugud shi yao mai shénme dongxi dehua,
IR JE R R VR AN SR S A R PR A

If you need to buy something

168
xidomaibu ragud meéiyou, na méibanfa
NSEFRBARH , ARk

and the (local) small shops don’t have it, there’s nothing you can do about it

169
Ni zhinéng kan jiushi ni jia fujin de nage rén ta qu Yangshuo le,
PR A BET A2 VR 2K A A A A 25 FHYA T

except to see if someone near your home will be going to Yangshuo
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170
ni zhinéng qu baitud ta qu bang ni goumai.

TR IA BE 5 FRFLAR L ARG K

SO you can ask them to buy things for you.

171
Erqgi& wémen nabian ta hai méiydu nage kuaidi dian,
1 B FRAT TR B8 A A P ki

In addition, we don’t have a delivery center,

172
jiu wémen zhinéng fa qu pangbian nage zhén shang,
AT R BE Kk %5510,

so we have to send stuff (that we buy online) to a downtown area

173
ranhou zai kaiché guoqu na.
RS S U=

and drive there to pick it up.

174
You dud yuan? | Ting yuan de.
BL2im? | B,

How far? | Quite far away.

175
Na ni zhé mai gé dongxi hao bu fangbian o! | Shi, tébié bufangbian
TRARIZ SEAS ARG IF A TR | 2, Rl A TG (8

That’s so inconvenient to buy things! | Yes, very inconvenient!
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176
Danshi Yangshuo ta suiran jiushi gézhdng fangbian,
B2 BA & AR & A5,

However, even though Yangshuo is convenient in many ways,

177
danshi ta shao le yi fén jiushi nazhdng
ERED T — e R

it lacks the peacefulness

178
xiangcun téydu de nazhdng jingmi de ganjue.
2 FRF A IR R i B0 R

that is unique in the countryside.

179
Xiamian wémen jiu lai jiang yixia ni zai Zhongguo shangxué de jingli.
NHRATHOR Y — MR E B A .

Now let’s talk about your experience attending school in China.

180
Ni ganggang jinru xiaoxué de shihou,
PRI EE N /N2 B IS

When you first started primary school,

181
tongxué men gén laoshT men ydumeiyou
BN EA TSR &

did your classmates or teachers
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182
yinwéi ni de zhangxiang ér dui ni de taidu you shénme buténg?
PSRRI AR TS AR R S FE A A A AN TR 2

treat you differently due to your appearance?

183

Wbmen nage Yingyu laoshrt a, tian na!
FATVIRAZETE 2T, RN !

My English teacher,... OMG!

184

W& gang shang xiaoxué de shihou, ta yiwéi wd zhi shud Yingwén ne

NI/ i, A DAY 3R R 15 9 S

When | just started in primary school, (my English teacher) thought | only
spoke English.

185
Chunzhéng de laowai, shi ba? | Dui
AEIERIZ AL, 22 | Xt

Like a regular foreigner? | Yes.

186

Ranhou ta yizhi zai nar yong Yingwén gén wo ba ba
SR G At — ELAE TR L SR SR P

So, he kept talking to me in English,

187

ba ba le bantian, wo yiju méi tingddng.
W\ TR, AR,

but | didn’t understand anything!
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188

Ranhou ni yong le Yangshuo hua gén ta jiang de | Dui
RIEVRH T PHYATEIRAB TR | Xy

And you told him this in Yangshuo dialect? | Right.

189
W4 jiu yong Yangshuo hua wod shud:
F A0 BA 39 335 e -

| used Yangshuo dialect to tell him:

190
“Laosht, wo hui jiang Yangshud hua de.
“ZIM, IR YFFHIATE

“Teacher, | can speak Yangshuo dialect

191
Ranhou wd méi tingddng ni ganggang shud shénme,
SN JG BT VRN AT A

and | don’t understand what you just said.

192
ni néng chongfu yibian ma?”
RegEE —inh?

Can you repeat it?”

193

O, ni nahuir hai buhui shud Yingweén,

g, AR ) LIEA S TSR,

Ah, you couldn’t speak English at that time!
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194
ni shi dao shisan sui, na dou chizhong le
R+ =%, WEYIh T

(You started to speak English) when you reached 13, in middle school.

195

Shi, nage shihou shi jiushi yinwei kduyu lian de bijiao dud le,

e, AR RS RO IR AR R Z T,

Yes. At that time (in middle school), because | practiced my English speaking

more,

196
ranhou manman de manman de jiu hui shuo le, yé gan shuo le
NGBS HAR B MU T, B T

slowly | could speak and had more confidence.

197
Nahuir xihuan ma? Ni xihuan Yingyu ma?
R4 JLE WD ? AR B TETE I ?

Did you like English at that time?

198

Xihuan ya! Wéishénme bu xihuan ne?
HXF L AR BRI ?

Sure! Why not?

199

Dan zai xiaoxué de shihou, ni bushi shud nahuir hai buhui shué ma?
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{EAE/NERIHE, IR BB S ) LIEA S YL ?

But didn’t you say that you couldn’t speak it in primary school?

200
Ni bunéng yinwei jiushi ni buhui shud ér bu qu xué zhége dongxi le.
PRASBE R AR ARA S U T AN £ 52X ARV T .

You can’t give up on learning something just because you cannot do it.

201
Jiu xiang wo bénlai wo yé& buhui shud Eyu,
B ARIR WA U,

Just like I didn’t know how to speak Russian,

202
baokud wd xianzai y& bushi hén hui, y& zhi hui name vi lidng ju,
BAFERIINEEARRS, RS LA—FH],

| still cannot, | can only speak a few phrases,

203
na wo jiu bu qu xué ta le ma? Na bukénéng de ya!
TBFRFA 5T T2 AT B 1) !

but should | simply not learn it? It's impossible!

204
W06 dui zhege yduxingqu, na wo kénding hui qu xué ya
FRRXAA D, IR E L5

| am interested in it, so | will surely continue learning it!

205
Ni weéishénme dui Eyl ganxingqu ne?
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VRN 2 KR RO R e ?

Why are you interested in Russian?

206
Z&nme shud? Yinweéi ting le Eyu gé,
BAU? BN 7 HRTERK,

How do | say it? Because | listen to Russian music

207
ranhou yé bijiao xihuan kan nazhéng EludsT de xi&oshua.
YRR R e =pi L2 T DR A

and read Russian novels.

208
Xidoshud? Ni shi shud fanyi chéng Zhongwén de xidoshuo | Dui
ANYE? AR B PERC SCE N |

Novels? You mean, Russian novels translated to Chinese? | Right.

209
Ni xiaoshihou tingli shi z&énme xué de?
TRANI BT 735 A 521 ?

How did you practice your listening when you were younger?

210
YTngwén tingli ma? | Dui
LT AN | R

English listening? | Yes.

211
Ta hui ydu yT gé nage luyinji, ranhou ta hui you nazhdng cidai...
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ERA MR EI, RIEEa IR ...

We had recorders with tapes...

212
Ni yé yong guo cidai? | Dui
SN bR - I

You used tapes too? | Right.

213

Dan ni bi wd xiao hén dud ya | Unit one

HAREF/MRZ P | Unit one

But you're so much younger than me! | “Unit one”. (imitating audio of the

textbooks)

214

Dui, jiushi ydong nage

XF, A FHRA

Right, that’s the kind we used.

215

Wanle ta jiu yigégé danci du, ranhou houbian hai jia fanyi

56 LB — DA R, S5 R IR IniEE e

Then, (the recorder) would play each word along with a translation (in

Chinese).

216
Du, ranhou jia fanyi | Dui
B, RJEInEE | Xy

It read (English), then the translation. | Right.
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217
Women nahuir jiao fudu ji
FATB 2 L L

At that time, we called it a “repeater”.

218
Jiushi ni fang jinqu, ranhou ni kéyi fudu nage danci.
BRI 3, SR AT BLS B A B

You inserted (the tape) in and you could replay the (English) words.

219

Kéyi gén dajia shuo yixia, women xiaoxueé ydumeiyou kaishi xué xié hanzi?
PR ARF U, FAVNERRE I RSN T?

Tell everyone, do we start learning how to write Chinese characters in primary

school?

220
Xié hanzi hén zao jiu kaishi le,
BRI IR 1,

We start it very early, even from kindergarten,

221
cdng xueégianban jiu kaishi ren shéngzi,
MEFRTHEROT IR A 7

we start to learn how to recognize characters,

222

ranhou jiu jiao niA O E | U zhéyang de
SRIGELER AO E U IXFEM

then they teach us AO E | U, like this.
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223

Pinyin? | Dui, pTnyin
prE? | X, PEE
Pinyin? | Right.

224

Houbian dao y1 nianji jiu jibénshang shi laoshrt jiao ni zénme cha zidian

JEIA B R IEA R INBAR S A AT

Later when we reached the first grade, the teacher would teach us how to use

a dictionary.

225
bu dong de ni jiu yao ziji qu cha le.
AR EE LA T .

If we didn’t understand something, we could check it on our own.

226
Women yigian xué hanzi hai hui... jiushi xiaoxué de shihou
FATUART D i 25 HU /N I i

When we were learning characters... in primary school,

227
yuwén laosht hui buzhi zuodye,
I AT AR,

teachers would assign homework

228

rang ni huiqu chao zhé pian kéwen Ii de shéngci,
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LR B 25 03 PR O B i A 3]

which would have us write new characters from a textbook.

229
y1 gé zi chao y1 yé huodzhé shi y1 hang.
— N T AT

Each character needed to be copied so it filled a page or a line.

230
YT hang, women nage shihou shi chao y1 hang
47, BAVBA IR E D —1T

Aline. We only did a line (when practicing a new character).

231
Ni zai xidoxué de shihou
PRI /N BT

When you were in primary school,

232
ni na yi mén kému shi chéngji zuihdo de? | Yingyu
PRI — TR H SR I ? | Jeif

which subject did you have the best grades in? | English.

233
Dou shi quanban diyt ma?
H R AP — 2

Were you always number one in class?

234
Ydushihou shi quanban diyl, danshi you dudban shihou dou haishi zai
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gian wu de.
AR RIS —, (HRA 2 ERREL 2 ERT T

Sometimes, | was number one, but mostly | was in the top five.

235
Na nimen laosht hui dui xuéxi hdo de xuésheng jinxing jiangli,
TRARATIZE T2 0 5 ST i (0 22 AR HEA T 22l

Would your teachers reward students who had good grades

236
ranhou dui xuéxi cha de xuésheng jinxing chéngfa ma?
IR XS 5 2] 72 ) A A AT A T R 2

and punish those with poor grades?

237
Y&u shi hui you, danshi [dosht zui zhlyao de haishi yi kuajiang wéizhda,
BReA, HRENRTEEIEZ SR ATE,

They would, but they mainly encourage

238
jiushi naxié jinbu tébié da de xuésheng,
LS IS LT A ) K B 2

students who were progressing

239
haiyou naxie kdo de tébié hao de xuésheng, ta jiu hui bidoyang.
A BRI 22, ot =K.

and those who got really good grades in exams.

240
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Ranhou naxié tuibu de xuésheng ta jiu hui mianli.

SR 5 TR EEAB D B A A Al 2

Students that fell behind, they would urge them (to study harder).

241
Na nimen xuéxiao de laosht hai ting wenhé de | Shi
TRARA AL R Z A SR AT | 2

Your teachers were pretty gentle. | Yes.

242
W0 du xiaoxué de shihou women... yawén shi zhéyangzi de,
BN RA... TSGR XFE T,

When | was in primary school, we... This is how Chinese classes worked:

243

kaoshi kao de jigé de ranhou chéngji bijiao hao de hui jiangli bi gén zhi,

HAR BT I BI85 G E AU I 2 R R 2B BR AR,

Students who past the exam or did really good would be rewarded with a pen

or a notebook

244
ranhou kao de buhao de jiu hui fa bi gén zhi.
IR B A B2 T B R AR

and those who did poorly would need to buy these things as punishment.

245
W0 de yuweén hé shuxué chéngji dou bucud ma, zai xiaoxué
FRHTE SO BT AN R, 7E/N

My Chinese and math was pretty good in primary school,
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246
Sudyi wd nahuir dou buydng mai bi gén zhi.
T AR 2 LA AN SR R AR

so at that time, | didn’'t even need to buy pens and notebooks.

247

Ranhou kaoshi kao de cha de, youshihou shuxué laosht hui da rén de,

IR H AT ZEN), ARMEEZIM 4T AH,

Also sometimes, our math teacher would beat up students that did poorly in

exams.

248
jiu na nage changtiao zhuzi da shouxin.
FEIBMAFAT THT Tl

(She) would hit our palms with a long bamboo stick.

249
Haiydu yici wo jide tebié qingchu,
A — IR FACFRHTE A

| remember very clearly that once

250
nahuir shi quanban rén dou kao de bushi tebié hao,
B2 )L PN ERA T AL,

everyone in the class didn’t do well in an exam,

251

ranhou laoshrt ta jiu chéngfa sudydu de rén,
S EEAN NSNS APN

the teacher punished everyone.

mandarincorner.org 43



Half White Half Chinese Teenager Talks About Growing Up in Rural China

252
rang sudyou de rén dou gui zai dishang, ranhou ta jiu na nage banzi da
BT E BB D b, SRS it IR 4T

She had everyone kneeled on the ground and hit us with a plank.

253
na y1 ban da xialai, wo yanléi jiu mao chalai de.
AB—MAT TR, FRIRHELE HR .

When it hit me, my tears came out.

254

Nimen nahuir méiydu ma? | Méiyou
PRATIR S ) LA ? | &

Did this happen to you at that time? | No.

255
Dao nage shihou dehua zhézhdng jiushi shuyau tifa le,
B ARA I i 1 X A RIS S TR T

This was considered corporal punishment (which wasn’t allowed),

256
sudyi xuéxiao meéiydu zhézhdng shiging fashéng.
T A BB AT XA AR KA

so such things wouldn’t happen in (my) school.

257

Nimen shangke de shihou tdngxué men huibuhui bu tingjiang,
TR _E R B i ] 22 AT T = A 2 AN it

Were there students that didn’t listen to the lesson,
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258
ranhou zuo yixié xiaodongzud?
R JE i— L/ NEh R ?

and did things unrelated to (learning)?

259
Na kénding you de a
AR A ]

Sure!

260
Birushuod ne?
Eb an i g 2

For example?

261
Ni chuan gé zhitido gudlai, wo chuan gé zhitiao guoqu a
PR AR R, AR ARIFAL 221

Passing notes around,

262
shuo qiaogiaohua a, cht lingshi a | Dui!
YHH I Pz | X!

whispering and eating snacks. | Right!

263

Ch1 guo nage paomian ma?

W AN T e 2

Have you ever tried eating (dry) instant noodles?
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264

Meéiydu, nage bu gan
BA, IDAE

No, that | didn’t dare.

265
Nage wéir tai da le zhuyao shi
TRANRILAR R T 22

Mainly because the smell would be too strong.

266
Dan wdémen bu fang liao wo cht guo.
HIATA BRI .

But we tried eating it without seasoning.

267

Jit ndzhong gancui mian ma? | Dui
OB s 2 | Xt

The dry and crispy noodles? | Right.

268
Hén haocht, ranhou jiu shangke de shihou tébié gaoxiao,
Rz, SRJE I B VR R 4R 2,

Very tasty. During class, it was really fun.

269

jiu laosht yT zhuan dao nage héiban shang qu xiézi de shihou,
UL I — 2 BPIRAS BB 2 B I i,

When the teacher turned to write on the blackboard,
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270
ranhou wdomen fang dao nage zuiba Ii,
RIEBATHEBABE L,

we would put some (dry noodles) into our mouths,

271
ranhou ldosht zhuan gudqu wa jiu zai yao.
SN G 2 I 2 AR

and when the teacher turned again, we would start chewing.

272
Women shi zénmeyang? Women ba téu giaogiao de mai xiaqu, ranhou chi
WAL E AT RATHERME LT X%, Ran

How did we do it? We would slowly lower our heads and eat.

273
Cht le yihodu jiu zhéyang, ranhdu manman de zai nar jiao.
e 1 LA RUIXHRE, SRS 12 ISR ) LI .

After getting it into our mouth, we would slowly chew it.

274
Shupian jiu géng jué le, nazhdng Léshi shupian ta shi ydou hadu de
BREEL T, MR EE e H IR

Potato chips were even crazier! Lay’s chips had curves,

275

han zai shétou shang, ranhou jiu zhéyang
BTk b, AR X R

and we would place one on our tongue, like this...
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276
Han hua le shi ma? | Dui
T R | X

To melt it in your mouth? | Right.

277
Youshihou laoshrt jiushi yizhi ding zhe wémen zhébian ma,
A I S Tl — LT 5 3RATTIX Tk

Sometimes, when the teacher looked over our side,

278
women jiu yizhi bu gan dong
FATh— AN

we would keep still

279
Nage shihou jiu zui pa laosht dian ni ming
RN I i il B AH 22 T LAk 44

and at that time, what we feared the most was the teacher calling our names.

280
Jido ni gilai shudhua | Dui! Jido ni gilai huida wenti.
MHPRERBETE | 3Tt IR R (]2 i i o

Ask you to stand up to talk? | Right, ask us to get up to answer questions.

281

W4 jide nage shihou wo jiu beéi ldoshT jiao qilai huida guo wenti,
AT AR fie P AR il A e A [l 25 5 ] e

| remember at that time, | had been called up to answer questions

mandarincorner.org 48



Half White Half Chinese Teenager Talks About Growing Up in Rural China

282

ranhou... | Na za ban?
RIG... | TEWETR?

and... | What did you do?

283

Jidazhuang késou, jiu zhéyang
BBz, XAt

| pretended to cough, like this

284
ranhou jiu ba ta yan xiaqu le, ranhou jiu huida weénti ma
SRIGHAL BN 2 1, 285 5t 25 ] 2k

then swallowed it and answered the question.

285
Na ni shangxué de shihou hui kun ma?
TIRAR L 25 BRI fle 2 PR i 2

Would you get sleepy in class?

286
Kénding hui, tebié shi shixué ke!
HES, FaletsaR!

Sure, especially in math class!

287

Nage shihou wo jide wo de nainai géi wo chu le y1 zhao,
A FHEHACS R DT 4 it T — 44,

| remember at that time, my grandma taught me a trick,
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288
gingliangyou zhijie wang zhér y1 mo.
THAM BRI,

and that was to use some “cooling oil” (similar to smelling salts).

289
Na ban l[imian gita de tongxué tamen kun le hui z&€nmeban?
AR YL BL i A ) [R] AT T 1 =B A 7R

What did your classmates do when they got sleepy?

290
Kun le, yduxié zhijié jiushi pa xia zai nar shui le
WT, AL NEH ) LiE T

Some of them would simply rest their heads on the table to sleep.

291

Zhéme dandawangwéi a?!
X ANE KT ? !

They were that bold?!

292
Ranhou béi laoshrt jiao qilai le ya!
SRIGHEE IR 1)

Then, the teacher would call them up!

293

W& nahuir yé hui jingchang kun,

P2 )= H N,

| would also often get sleepy at that time
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294
yinweéi zhongwu huiqu chifan zai guolai jiu méi sheéng dudshao shijian le,
EEpSE S SEIERVATEISOP, 31iRs e I E20d NI N

because after going back home to have lunch, there wasn’t much time left

295

ranhou méiydu washui de shijian,
SN G B A TR RIS 1]

for napping.

296
sudyi wo dangshi jiu hui... tai kun de shihou, wo jiu hui ba nage shu li qilai,
Fro st gies.. KINE iR, ot 8 FariEk,

So when | got really sleepy, | would stand up a book

297
ranhou jiu jiazhuang zai nar kanshu
SRR BCEAE R LE

and pretended to be looking at it.

298
Nimen zai kéjian de shihou yiban dou ganma ne?
AR T2 A 6 06— 5 - Wi 2

What did you guys usually do between classes?

299

Women jibénshang jiushi zai zéulang danao, dou landé pao xia yT 16u,
PAVIEA R e AT ], AR T — %,

We basically played around on the balcony and didn’t bother to go to the first
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floor

300
yinwéi women jiaoshi dangshi shi zai si I6u, ni pao xia yT lou,
PO EAT B 2 AR VIR, IREES —H%,

because our classroom was on the fourth. If we ran down,

301
ni zai pdo shang si 16u, ranhou xiake you p&o xia yT 16u jiu tai l&i le

PRmpee EVURE, SRJE NIRSUE TN — X KRR T

ran up, then ran down again after one class was done, that would be too tiring.

302
Ji fenzhong? Kéjian xiuxi ji fenzhong?
JUor Bk BRIERIE LI ?

How long was the break between classes?

303
Shi fénzhong
+

Ten minutes.

304
Gén wdmen ylyang, ganjué hao shao, shang gé césud jiu méi.
PRILAT—HE, ughr b, BT T .

Same as us. It felt so short that if we went to the toilet, time was up.

305
Shi, méici dou ganjué xiake shijian zongshi bugou,

e, BECHERECSE T URIN ()2 AV,
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Yes. | always felt there wasn’t enough time for the break,

306
méici you ganjué shangkeé shijian name de manchang.
FRROUEASE_E RIS TR 4 e K

and that the actual class felt so long.

307
Ni shang le xingqu ban ma?
PR T DRI ?

Did you attend any extracurricular classes?

308
Nage shihou shi wo fumu dou wén guo wo,
FRAS IR A BRI 17 i

At that time, my parents asked me

309
jiushishud ydumeéiydu shénme xingqu? Xiang buxiang bao ban?
AR UA WA 224082 BAEIRIE?

if | had any interests and if | wanted to attend these classes.

310
Ranhou wo shi hén mingqué de bidoshi
SN AR R

But | clearly expressed to them that

31

jiushi wo méiyodu rénhé xingqu, buxiang bao rénhé ban.
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B A MR, BRI,

| didn’t have any interests and | didn’t want to attend any (extra) classes.

312
Ranhou tamen jiu méiyou bang wo bao shénme ban
SR TR A 35 R AT A BT

So, (my parents) didn’'t get me any (extra) classes.

313
Na ni hao xingyun o!
ARG = Iz !

You’re so lucky!

314
Danshi yigian... wu nianji kaishi, yinweéi yixié gérén de yuangu,
HRVIET... TAFEFITE, By —%A NEH

But before... starting from the fifth grade, due to some personal reasons,

315
ranhou wo chéngji ydusud xiahua ma, wd ma jiu tébié danxin,
SN I ESUR i VR, RS U A E

my academic performance took a dive and my mother was concerned,

316
ranhou jiu géi wo bao le nage ké hou buxi.
IRIE R AR T IR RGN

so she had me take some after-school classes.

317
Yduyong ma? | Youyong, quéshi yduyong
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AR | AR, #hsaH
Did it work? | It did, indeed.

318
Na dao chizhong le shi ydu xinzéng na yixié kEmu ne?
TRENRT 7 A H G — LR H e ?

So when reaching middle school, what were the additional subjects you got?

319

Chule woémen xiaoxué de Yu Shu Ying,

R 1 AT TR B

Besides the Chinese, math and English that were already taught in primary

school,

320

chule zhé san ké yiwai jiushi dili, shéngwu, chisan shi yao xué huaxué
b TIX =LA R H IR Y, V=R

there was geography, biology and in the third year, chemistry.

321

Women nage shihou shi chisan xué. | Huaxué gen wuli
AV R =5, | IR

We started to learn it in the third year. | Chemistry and physics.

322

Dui, huaxué, wuli

XF, i, PpE

Right, chemistry and physics.

323
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Zhéngzhi you ma? | Zhéngzhi you
BURAS? | BUAH

Did you have a political class? | Yes.

324
Women nahuir yé you zhengzhi ké,
AR I LA BUGIR,

We also had a political class back then,

325
dan wo bushi tebié lijie shénme shi zhéngzhi.
B IRANTE R T BEARAT 2 2 B0

but | didn’'t understand much about it.

326
Shi, shénzhi daoxianzai wo yé hai yizhibanijié de.
e, H R FIPLAEFAIE — R

Yes, even now | don'’t fully understand it.

327
Lishi dehua, jiushi laosht zai tai shangmian jiang

Pi s, w2 Imee & vt

Regarding history, the teacher would talk in class,...

328

Taotaobujué de jiang | Dui
EEALE T |

Talk without stopping. | Right.

329
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Ranhou wdmen zai xiabian kunkun de ting
IR BRATHE N T PN PR 3t e

And we would listen and get sleepy.

330
Tingbuddng | Dui
WAHE | %

You couldn’t understand? | Right.

331
Ergi& women nahuir de lishi 13oshT jiang qilai
1M1 HIATIE S LI P s 22 i ek

In addition, the way my history teacher talked

332
xiang Tangséng yiyang, nianjing yiyang de | Dui
BIEMG—F, SE RN | X

was like a monk chanting. | Right.

333

You y1zhdng nazhdng cuimianqu de ganjué | Zuolao de ganjué, dui
A MR RER B RRTE | AR BRI, R

It felt like a kind of lullaby. | A feeling of being in a prison.

334
Génbén ding buzhu, y1 dao lishi ké wo jiu zhijié shui le.
WRATAME, — 2177 SEURF B 1

| couldn’t bear it at all and | always fell asleep in history class.

335
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Ni xidoxué shi zhu jiali, na zhongxué yé shi zhu jiali ma?

RN RRAT L, TRt R 5K L 2

You lived at home during primary school. So did you also live at home in

middle school?

336
Zhdngxué jit zhuxiao le.
HEEER T

In middle school, | lived in the school.

337
Shi jige rén zhu y1 gé sushe?
LN NE— M &2

How many people were there in each dormitory room?

338
Wobmen nage shihou shi shi gé rén y1 ge qinshi
FAVBA I+ AN—DMEE

At that time, there were ten in each room.

339
Shi gé rén? Name dud ma? | Shi ge rén
TAN? Wazm? | A

Ten? That many? | Yes, ten people.

340
Wu gé chuangweéi ma
AN RS

Five beds.
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341

Shangxiapu? | Dui
ERER? | X
Bunk beds? | Yes.

342
Nimen zénme dasdo weishéng?
PAVE A TH LA ?

How did you guys keep the room clean?

343
Jintian zhé pu chuang, mingtian na pu chuang
A RIZEIIR, BRI IR

(We took turns by having) one person in each bed clean each day.

344
Lanlid | Dui
R | X

Taking turns. | Right.

345
Na dou shi nanhaizi, ranhou dajia kénding nahuir dou ydudian pi a?
AREE T %1, e KREE M) LVEAE w2

Since it was all boys, you guys must’'ve been naughty, right?

346
Wanshang tébié chao | Rénao ma?
s | L I LS

We were very loud at night. | It was lively?
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347
Hén renao!
1R #A i) !

Very lively!

348
Jit zhéng dong I6u zai kaixué de dagai diyT
SRR AE T 22 B R 28—

From the first

349
dao san zhou dou shi hén chao de.
B = AR IRV .

to the third week of each semester, the whole (dorm) building was very noisy.

350
Nimen dou zai susheé I gan sha ne? | jiushi shudhua
PRATERAE G A LR We ? | 2 il b

What were you guys doing in the room? | Just talking.

351
Ni zOng ganjué zai wanshang ni jiu you shud bu wan de hua,
TR EAERE_EVRA AN SE I,

It felt as if we would never run out of things to talk about.

Ell

352
lido wan zhége liao nage
0 e XA IR A

We finished talking about one thing, then started another.
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353
Na ni nahuir yé busuan hén da ma, zhuxiao hui yéu bu xiguan ma?
AR 2 J LA TAR KW, A A 2

Since you were still young, was it hard to get used to living in the school?

354
Shi, y1 kaishi wd shi you shénti shang de bushi,
e, IR RGEH B BN,

Yes, initially it was physically uncomfortable

355
yinwéi nage shihou wo de shénti qishi bushi hén hao,
PRI AR AN I B 3 F) B AR LS AN SRR B

because at that time, | wasn’t very healthy

356
yinwei nage shihou meéiydu zhuzhong duanlian ma,
T DA AR A IS i 5 A 1 2 R AR »

and | didn’t do exercise.

357
ranhou jiashang wo ydu xiantianxing xinzang de weénti,
SR JETIN_EA S R A O I Y 1] 7L

Also, | had a congenital heart problem.

358
sudyi nage shihou bushi féichang xiguan sushé shénghud.
BT DORAS I AN AR 1 S8 5 20

Therefore, | wasn’t very accustomed to dorm life.
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359
Ranhou zai jiashang nage shihou youxié tdngxué jiu na wd mingzi a
SR I L 8 I i A e [m] 2 ol 5= 3 44

In addition, some classmates

360
zuo le yixié bushi hén hao de waihao.
i 1 — ARG AT .

gave me some bad nicknames.

361
Nage shihou queshi xin libian haiyéu dian xido shangxin ne.
SN B8 900 B AT 1M R

It's true that at that time, | felt a little upset.

362
Tamen dou hui jiao ni shénme ne?
AT T 2 i R AT 2 W 2

What were they calling you?

363
Jit waiguo lao a zhézhdng, wo jiu ganjué tamen hén paiwai
FUHME R A, Pt s AR HEAL

Something like “foreigner” and | felt alienated.

364
Dui, tebié paichi wd
X, EIHE R

Yes, | was ostracized
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365

Ranhou wo yé bu zhidao gai z€nme gén tamen jiéshi,

SRR A A FHIE S 4 R AT AR RE

and | didn’t know how to explain (things)

366
wo yé bu zhidao gai zénme gén tamen shud
TAAHITE Z B 4 FRARAT T

or how | should talk to them.

367

danshi haishi ydu name yi lidang gé hao gémen, tiegémen

BRI RAA A — DI, BRAHT

However, there was a couple of buddies

368
jiu hui bang wo shudhua.
Y .

who backed me up.

369
Hui ganjué rong bu jinqu ma?
SR RN 00 ?

Did you feel that you couldn’t fit in?

370
ChayT de shihou quéshi shi réng bu jinqu,
11— B IR s R AN 2%

In the first year, it was hard to fit in.
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371
dan chi'er le dajia dou dongshi le ma,
B8] 1 R EF 10,

But in the second year, everyone matured

372
ranhou manman de manman de ye¢ jiu xiguan le.
IR 818 M 1 1 b 5 I T

and slowly got used to me.

373
Na tamen jiao ni zhexié waihao de shihou, ni hui ydu shénme fanying ne?
ARABATIAARX LLAN S (IS i, IR B4 e ?

When they were calling you nicknames, what was your reaction?

374

Tamen zhiyao bushi jiao de tai gudfén dehua,
AbATT IR AN AR 4

As long as they didn’t go too far,

375
woO de fanying dou buhui hén da,
HHI S A AR,

| wouldn’t have much of a reaction

376
yinwei wo ganjué wo hai suan bijiao suihé ba.
PR Ry e i P4 B LL A B AT

because | am an easy-going guy, | think.
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377
Yéu jiao de guofen de shihou ma? | Yoéu
AR g 2 |

Was there a time when they went too far? | Yes.

378

Na ni z€nmeban? | Nage shihou chadian da qilai le.
ARE AT | BT ZE TR T .

What did you do? | At that time, we almost started a fight.

379

Ydu gen tamen da guo jia ma? | Méiyou
AERMATITIE SRS ? | BH

Did you actually fight with them? | No.

380
Buguod nahuir xuésheng zhijian dajia haishi ting zhéngchang de,
AR R4 J LA AR 2 BT ZR3E FE HE 1R 1

But it was quite normal for students to fight each other,

381
tébié shi nanhai
R A2 5 %

especially among guys.

382

Zhéngchang, danshi xuéxiao chufén hén yanzhong, jiushi ta hui jigud

1%, (HRPRAL R E, M Eaiid

It was normal, but the penalty you received could be severe and it would be
recorded

mandarincorner.org 65



Half White Half Chinese Teenager Talks About Growing Up in Rural China

383
zhége dongxi ta hui yingxiang ni zhénggé chizhong shéngya.
XA 2RV B S MR VR BN AT H AR U

which could affect your entire middle school life.

384
Na zai chizhong de shihou, ni yduméiydu kéyu de shijian
TRAERT I, AR B RA I A]

In middle school, did you have any leisure time

385
kéyi qu zud yidian biéde shiqing?
A LAl w15 2

to do other things?

386
Kéyu de shijian, ni shi zhi naxié fangjia de shihou shi ma?
URAR AN 8], RIS F5 B 8 TR R B fie A e 2

Are you referring to time after school or during holidays?

387
Zhoumo ya
Jil AR
Weekends.

388

Nage shihou zhén de jiushi xiang jiéfang le yiyang,
FRAN I LA WS AR T —FF

It felt like a liberation
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389
jiushi quan xiao xuésheng y1tong yodngcha xiao mén,
AR AE — FR LT,

and a flock of students would exit school all at once.

390
geé hui gé jia gé zhao gé ma, ranhodu zai jia libian jiu wan féng.
S K SRS, R EK B

We went to our own home to find our own mother and had a lot of fun.

391
Ranhou ZhouyT huidao xuéxiao jiu lianlianbushe de hai
SRJE A — B B SR A ik

When it was time to return to school on Monday, we were reluctant to go back.

392
Mé&i yT zhou dou shi ruci
B SNt

It was like this every week!

393

Dao chi'er chisan huibuhui juéde yinwei zhuxiao ér géng ziyou ne?

Y I =2 AT OER M E A il ?

In the second and third year of middle school, did you feel a sense of freedom

because you lived in the school

394

YTnweéi kénéng méiydu fumu de guanshu le.
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UM AT REBAT AR A T

and you were out of your parents’ control?

395

YT kaishi quéshi jiushi zhéme renwéi de,
— IR SRR X A A,

Initially, | did think so.

396
danshi chd'ér de shihou junshihua guanli le | Z&énme janshihua?

BRI KR EFHER T | EAFEFHN?

But in the second year, we switched to military style management. | How was it

militarized?

397
Jiushi xuéxiao zhuanmeén qing le y1 dui jiaoguan guolai
R F LTS T — ek

Our school hired a team of military instructors.

398
ranhou nage shihou women jiu yiwéi jiaoguan jiushi lai xun xinshéng de,
SR JE RIS fige AT TR LA 8RR AIGET AR 1Y

At that time, we thought the instructors came to train new students

399
women hai zai pangbian tou zhe le,
WA TEAE 55T A 2R

and we were happy (that they were not for us).

400
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jiegud meéixiangdao ta shi changzhu de!
SERBRR B YRR !

But it turned out they were there to stay (and train everyone)!

401
Shénzhi xianzai haiydu | Zénme xunlian ne?
HEJAAEH | Ealgme?

Even now, this is still the case. | How did they train you guys?

402

Ta bushi xunlian, jiushishud yi janshihua guanli lai yaoqiu xuésheng
EAEUG, B2 DL ZE A PR B R A

It wasn’t (military) training. They just required the students to follow military

standards

403
jiushi b3 ziji de néiwu lai zhéngli h&o yiji... | Dié béizi ma?
AT H NSRBI .. BTS2

in organizing our room and... | Folding your comforters?

404
Dui, haiydu ya ju de baifang
Xf, AT H BRI

Right, as well as how our toothbrushes were supposed to be positioned.

405
ranhou ne haiydu jiushi xuésheng de yixié zuoféng wenti,
IR G WRIE A Tl A2 2 AR I — A X )

Also, some students had behavioral problems
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406

ranhou zhexié jtlbénshang jiushi xuéxiao ya buzhu, jiaoguan lai

SRR EE IR R SRR AME, BE K

and they couldn’t be disciplined solely by the school, so they were handed over

to the military instructors.

407

W& zhi zai zhongzhuan de shihou ydu jieshou guo janxun, dagai shisi tian
PAE P L A 2 20, KPR

| only received military training in technical school (similar to high school) and it

only lasted 14 days.

408

haiyou ni shuo de néiwu jiu dié béizi, nahuir shi yao pingfén de

EE BRI ST E T, ) LR EE

Also, regarding the room cleaning you just mentioned such as folding

comforters, we would be rated (by the instructors).

409

jiushi méi y1 gé sushé l[imian ni de béizi dié de haobuhao shi yao jifén de,

e RE—ME & R RA 7 2R AT R E TR,

In every dorm, whether the comforters were nicely made, would be taken into

account

410
haiyou ni de xiézi shibushi bai chéng yT pai y1 tido...
A IRA TR AR 2%

and whether the shoes were organized in a straight line...

411
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Shi, women chi'er jiu kaishi zhéyang le.
&, TATW W IERAE T .

Yes, we started this even in middle school.

412
Béizi yao dié chéng doufu kuai ér.
W SRS,

Comforters needed to be shaped like tofu!

413
Meéiyou, wdmen méiyou yaoqiu de zheme yange,
B, P ERMIX AT H

Oh no. It wasn’t that strict for us.

414

danshi jiushi ni beizi yidingyao dié hao, chaoxiang yao tongyt
ERMEIR T — e BB, YHEg—

But they needed to be nicely made and all of them had to face the same

direction

415
Haiyou ni gézhdng de nazhodng liang shai de yiwu
AT RS Al A8 o s G () 4K 40

In addition, the clothes that were hung

416
shénqgian changduan ni dou yao fén hao
IR AR AR 2250 1

needed to be organized based on colors.
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417
Yinwéi nage shihou wo shi gan xuéshenghui, wo jiushi gan nage fuzhuxi.
IR 3 e T2 A 2, B TR E L

Since at that time, | was the vice president of the school Student Union,

418
W0 jiushi guan nage sushé néiwu jiancha de.
L E IR & A SR A

| was in charge of checking the dormitory’s cleaning affair.

419
Méitian wdmen na pingfén bido shi yao géi jiaoguan qu kan de,
RERPAVIEVE RS B HE BB,

Every day, we would show the ratings to our instructors

420
diyu dudshao dudshao fén wanshang xiaqu chéng zhe
KT 2o 000 BN LEE

and if it was lower than a certain point, (the students) needed to go downstairs

to “hold”.

421

Chéng sha? | Fuwochéng
PERE? | AfENE

To hold what? | To do push-ups.

422

Xian xun ni gé bange xiaoshi, ranhou zai qu shuijiao.

IR AN, SR )5 T HEDE

(Our instructors) would first lecture them for half an hour before allowing them
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to sleep.

423
Na nimen nahuir yifu shi shéi xi de? You xiyijt ma?
TRARATIAR 22 JLA RGE HEBE ) 2 A BEAHLI 2

At that time, who washed your clothes? Were there washing machines?

424
Méiyou, shou xi
BH, Tk

No, we washed them by hand.

425
Ziji xi buhui juéde bu shiying ma? | Zhé you shénmede?
HOHAZEAANENS? | ZHHAK?

Were you not used to washing it by yourself? | That was nothing!

426

Jiushi zhézhdng maoshi ta néng rang ni hén kuai de
AR XA T RELEARIR PRt

This type of (military style) allowed us to quickly

427
néng chuli hao ziji de shiqing,
REALERIF B DS,

learned to deal with our own things

428

jiushi buyong guodu de yilai fumd.
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HICE AN A 58 i 5

and stopped being overly dependent on our parents.

429
Chdzhong shéng gaozhong ni kao de zénmeyang?
I T AR B AR ?

How did you do in the test to go from middle to senior high school?

430
W& nage shihou chéngj‘l shi zhongdéng,
A I i il G

My grades were average.

431

ranhou nage shihou shi yinwéi wo shi you y1 gé xuéqu shéng de y1 gé shénfe
n,

SR IR g AR — D= X AR — A4 B

But because at that time, | was eligible for student quotas from our district,

432
wanle wo jiu kao dao le jiushi... zai Yangshuo liang gé gaozhong
56 1 WEE R 7 alise... IS E T

my grades were enough to get into one of the two

433
bijiao hao de nage gédozhong
ELHL B R v v

good high schools in Yangshuo,

434
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jiushi Yangshuo zhongxué, ranhou jiu kaiqi le wo de zudlao shéngya
SRR, ARIERUT R 13RI AL AR
which was the Yangshuo Middle School (also includes senior high school) and

there, my “prisoner” life started.

435
Weéishénme zhéme shud?
ALK A ?

Why did you say this?

436
Yinweéi wo rénwéi gaozhong de kéchéng guoyu dud
ARGy R T2

Because in high school, we had too many courses.

437
Gaozhong de xuéxi yali ydu dudda? | Hén da
=R E A ZR? | ARR

How big was the pressure in high school? | Very big!

438

Ni cong zhongkao zhihou ni jiu kaishi béizhan gaokao le.

TR Z Ja IR IR & i 5 T .

Right after we finished our middle school test, we needed to start preparing for

our college entrance exam.

439

Ni zai na duan shijian gaokao shi ni wéiyt de rénshéng mubiao

RAE TR B IS 118 s 2% 2 VR — O A H

Passing the college entrance exam became our only goal in life during that
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period.

440
San nian? | Dui
—AE? | XY

For three years? | Yes.

441

Na san nian dou shi weile gaokao na yi tian

IR=SEHRN T MK

Those three years (of hard study) was all for that one day (when taking the

college entrance exam).

442

gao y1 gao er shi xué zhishi, gao san bujin yao xué zhishi,
AR, AR RNR,

In the first two years, we learned new knowledge and in the final year, not only

did we need to learn new material,

443
hai yao ba gao y1 gao ér de zhishi fupan zai xué yibian,
BT RN B R 0,

we also needed to review what we had learned in the first two years

444
ranhou béizhan gaokao
N EE e

in order to prepare for the exam.

445
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Dao nage shihou ni de jingshén yali shi hén da de,
FUTBAS IS i VR BORE o 0 AR KT,

At that time, the pressure was really high.

446
dui, yinwéi gaokao ta duiyu mei yT ge zai Zhonggudé de xuésheng,
wb, DR A — A o 2

Right, because to every Chinese student, “Gaokao” (college entrance exam)

447
ta dou yiwéizhe y1 gé rénshéng zui zhongyao de chalu kou,
EHESEIRE — DN AN E R,

is an important turning point in their lives.

448
yinwéi gaokao de chéngji shi gén ni shang de daxué de haohuai
PRI A i 2% ) G BR AR b 1K 2 B 3R

Their grades in the exam will directly affect

449
you zhijié de guanxi de.
A HAZHIR R

what kind of university they will attend

450
Ranhou daxué juéding ni yihou de gongzud
SN JE R IR B Ja B AR

and thus, decide their future jobs.

451

mandarincorner.org 77



Half White Half Chinese Teenager Talks About Growing Up in Rural China

suoyi huan ju hua laishud, ni gaokao de chéngji zénmeyang
P A AR B, AR S5 R RSUE A FE

In another words, your grades

452
jiu juéding le ni yihdu de gongzud shi zénmeyang de.
FURTE T ARG B LAE R B AR

will decide what kind of job you will do in the future.

453
Gaozhongshéng tamen de xuéxi de richéngbiao yiban shi z€énme anpai de?
P AABATTI 2 2] B H AR R — R A e HE ?

What's an average high school student’s daily schedule?

454

Hén jin, zdoshang liu dianzhong ni shi yijing jiushi gichuang le,
RE, B EANABIRZECEMZERKT,

Very tight. At 6am, they get up

455
ranhou liu dian dao liu dian érshi zud zaocao,
SRIG 7S B BNFS B 4,

and do morning exercises until 6:20am.

456
zudwan zaocao ranhou géi ni gé shiwu fénzhong chi zaofan,
1 58 BB AR 5 4 AR AN T3 B iz B

Afterwards, they get 15 minutes for breakfast

457
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chiwan zaofan kaishi zao du, zao du dao qi dian ban.
e ROt iR R, Bisl-b k.

before starting their morning self-study session until 7:30am.

458
Ranhou ne? | Ranhou jiu kaishi shangké, yizhi shang dao zhongwu
RIEWE? | ARJEiITea Bk, —H EFhAg

Then what? | Then, they start having classes until noon

459
zhongwu you yT gé xiaoshi de wuxid shijian
H AR — AN/ NI AR I (]

and they will get one hour for lunch break.

460
haishi liang gé xidoshi? Wang le
RPN ? 5T

Or two hours? | forgot.

461
Ranhou xiawdl jiishi shangke, ranhou yT tian shi ydu g jié ke.
WE T e LR, RE—REF LR,

In the afternoon, they have classes again. Every day, they have 7 classes.

462
Ranhou wanshang haiydu wan zixi | Haiydu san jié wan xil
N B HE X | e =R e

And at night, they need to do self-study. | Three classes of self-study sessions.

463
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Youshihou shi you laoshrt lai shangke,
A RS A Z IR EIR,

Sometimes, teachers will come in to teach (during self-study sessions),

464
ranhou youshihou jiushi ziji zai nar zixi.
SRR R IR B A LE .

and at other times, they study on their own.

465
Zai gaozhong qijian xuésheng men shi hui béi yunxu tanlian'ai de ma?
T i R B 2 AR A TR 2 e VPR R 22 1 2

Are students allowed to date in high school?

466
Zhége zai Zhonggud shi bu yunxu de.
XA E A SRR

This is not allowed in China.

467
Hui yingxiang xuéxi, shi ma?
SR ), g ?

Because it will affect their study?

468
Dui, hui yingxiang xuéxi shi yi ge
XF, RS

Right, that's one reason.

469
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Haiydu yT1 ge jiushi pa zudchi shénme chlgé de shi,

A A FUE AR AT A R B,

Another (reason) is that the school worries that the students might step out of

line.

470
ranhou ni zhidao de, haizi dou tai xido.
SRIGIREER), #ZT#KA

As you know, they are way too young.

471
Bu déng zhé fangmian de anquan | Dui de
RHEX 24 |

They aren’t aware of safety measures in this regard. | Right.

472
Qishi women gian liang tian hai zud le yT gi guanyu xingjiaoyu zhége huati,
FEsRRATHT I RIS — W TR B A XA,

Actually, a few days ago, we did a podcast that was about sex education.

473
nimen zai gaozhong de shihou you zhé fangmian de kéchéng ma?
PRI v v BRI i A 3K 5 T R UR A N 2

Did you have this type of class in high school?

474
Qishi chizhong de shéngwu ké shangmian jiu yijing jiao guo yidian le,
sy AEYIR bl e dod — s 7,

Actually, in middle school, we already learned a little bit from our biology class.
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475
danshi gaozhong yé hui jiushi géngijia shénru de
B2 s 2l SE R A\

But in high school, it was taught more

476

qu shuo yixia zhége fangmian de wenti.
Pl — IRy T Y ]

in depth.

477
Na téngxué ydumeéiydu toutou tanlian'ai de? | You a! Kénding you
IE A EAE MR ZR? | AW §EH

Did you have classmates that secretly dated? | Yes, absolutely!

478

Béi faxian de jiu zhijié tongbao piping. | Hao didlian o

BRI RIS ERGE AR A | IR 2k

If they were caught, they would receive a formal criticism. | That would be

embarrassing!

479
Tamen tanlian'ai kénéng jiushi tu ku.
A ATT IR 7 5% AT RERILE PR

| felt that they dated just to be cool.

480

Geéng dud de jiu xiang shi wan de hén hao hén hao de péngyou
52 KSR E DS IR AR I AT

(The couples) were more like close friends
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481
danshi chule gianshdu a hé ginwén a zhéxié
ERRR T A= TINS5 ) R L

except that they would hold hands, kiss each other and so on.

482
Jibénshang ni de téngnian dou shi zai néngcin duguo de | Shi
B FARIEAFEAGEAERN LR | 2

Almost all your childhood was spent in the countryside. | Right.

483

Ni juéde ni de tongnian gén dachéngshi de haizi de tongnian
RO AR B B A R ORI T B9 £ B A

Do you think your childhood

484
youmeéiyou shénme qubié?
AR AX G2

was any different from city kids’?

485
Na zhége dongxi kéyi shud de jiu hén dud lo.
HR XA ZR U AT LA AR 22 1%

Regarding this, there are many things that we can talk about.

486

W& ma ta yigian jiushi jingchang gén wo shuo ta xiaoshihou ganshénme gans
hénme ya

J fh oty DA sgh A2 22 R R a4 A A

My mother used to tell me what she did when she was a kid.
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487

Ta ganshénme ne? | Gan néonghud
A AW | FAGE

What did she do? | Farm work!

488
Ta shud shénme, “aiya, wo zai shang xiaoxué de shihou,
WAt A, WO, JRAE BN R,

She would say: “When | was in primary school,

489
wo jit bang jia limian shao fan, kan chai, xiyr”
Bt X BRI e YAk | iR

| helped my family cook, cut firewood and do laundry. | Cooking.

| Zuodfan

490

Dui, baokuo le ya

XF, BIE

Right, | included (cooking)!

Note: Richard used a different word for cooking that | didn’t recognize at the

moment.

491
Ranhou wo jiu xiang, wa niubi! Dan wo bu zuo.
SRR AR, HRE L EIRAME

So | thought: “Awesome! But | don’t want to do these things!”

492
Ni buhui zuofan ma?
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PRAS R ?

You can’t cook?

493
W6 hui, danshi nage shihou lan ma.
Pgr, AHIZIBAN IS fige B R -

| can now. But | was lazy at that time.

494
Na wd ma shud, na ni bu zudfan, na ni nbnghuo déi bang gan a!
ARFRIE UL, ASVRAI, A RAR 5 15355 1] !

My mother then said: “If you don’t cook, you will have to do farm work!”

495
Nage shihou ta jiu jiao wd zénme chudi
TN B dt mf 0 6 2 Al s

At that time, she would teach me how to hoe.

496
NT hai hui chadi ya? | Hui yo
PRIG W HF? | 2

You know how to hoe? | Yes!

497
Aiya, hio lihai o!
LA SOE

Wow! Impressive!

498
Qu nage di libian na nage chutou jiu wa di ma, jiu song nage tu
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IR I SRS S Z R, SR A £

We went to the field and used a hoe to loosen the soil.

499
zhthou ni poshui, wanle ni jiu zhong dongxi
ZIERIRK, 58 T ARSI AR TY

After that, we would water the soil and then plant things.

500
Zhong cai shi ma? | Dui
FpsiiEng ? | Xf

Plant vegetables? | Right.

501
Ranhou shuidao dehua jiu géng yoduqu le,
WRIGKRERI T E AR 1

(Working) in rice fields was even more interesting!

502
daotian ma, ta nar ydu shui, ranhou niba you shi ruan de,
TR, LA K, RETE SR,

There was water in the rice field and so, the soil was soft.

503
ni cai jinqu, xiang wo diyici yiyang,
PreRdt 2, RIEB—IK—FE,

If you step in, like in my first time,

504
w0 jiu zhijié fan le, wo jiu bianchéng nirén le.
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BRI 1, BRI T

| fell right away and was covered in mud.

505

W0 zhi xia guo y1 ci tian, érqié shi bang wo gugu jia chayang

WA T —H, T H 2 ARG 5 A Ak

| only worked in a rice field once when | was helping my aunt transplant the

rice seeding.

506
Danshi wo hén haipa de,
HR LR F I,

However, | was really scared

507
yinweéi wo ting wd ma shuo tian limian you xixué chong, shuizhi | Dui
PR 93 e e i LT A I L AL, KE |k

because | heard from my mom that there were leeches. | Right.

508
Women zhebian jiao mahuang.
FATIX T Y e

Here, we call them “ma huang”.

509
Ranhou wo tébié pa ta zhan dao wo jido shang.
LAY S I M ol v

| was extremely scared that they would stick to my feet.

510
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Nage dongxi shi zhén de hén kdngbu de, wd gén ni shudo
HEANZR V2 AR M i, FRERIR UG

Those things are really terrifying, let me tell you.

511
Dui a, ni béi zhan guo ma? | Wo béi zhan guo
XU, PRAARL NS ? | ARG

Right, have you had any on you? | Yes, | have.

512
W jiyi zui shénke de jiushi you yT gé
FINZBIRZI A — A

What | remember the most vividly is that

513
jiushi xiao wo liang sui de yT gé xiaohai ma,
LR N % ) —AS/NEZE

there was a kid who was two years younger than me

514
ta nage shihou jiushi qu you... ta zai nage gianshui qu nabian ma,
At A B A gl A 2590 .. AL AE IR AN 7K X R A2 WA

and at that time, he went swimming... He was in the shallow end of (the river).

515
ranhou ta jiu zai lingwai yibian de anbian zud le yihuir,
SN AE T3 A —TA B R AR T — 42 )L

He was sitting on the opposite bank for a while

516

mandarincorner.org 88



Half White Half Chinese Teenager Talks About Growing Up in Rural China

ranhou ta taiqi jiao lai, jiao shang san gé mahuang yijing zai xi le.

SRR AR, A=A e C AR T

and when he pulled out his feet, three leeches were already sucking on them.

517

Hén kdngbu, ranhou nage huamian ta kan zhe ta zhijie ku le,

R, SRJE R b E R ERR T

It was horrifying. When he saw this, he just cried

518
ranhou pao zhe huiqu zhao ta mama le.

SR L [Pl L AR I T

and ran back to his mother.

519
Nage mahuang hai zai ta jiao shang, shi ma?
HRA B IEEAE AR £, S22

While the leeches were still on his feet?

520
Hai zai ta jiao shang, génzhe yiqi huiqu le.
AR b, BRE—ERE T .

Yes, they followed him back.

521
Hao xiarén! | Dui, hén xiarén, zhén de
HFIRAL | XF, ARFRAN, FHY

How scary! | Yes, very scary!

522
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Erqié cin limian haiydu wénzi!
1117 EHLAY B s A 7 !

Also, there are mosquitoes in the village!

523

Ma ya! | Nimen nar yé you, shi ba?
ghmE L | URATGIRLtRE, En?

My God! | You guys had them too, right?

524
YOu, érqié tebie dud!
CEREERS S E A

Yes, many!

525

Zhigian jiushi hai méiyou ba nage huanjing zhili dé xiang xianzai zhéme hao
de shihou,

T RS IS B TR VG AR AL X A 47 1 I,

In the past, when the environment was not managed as well as it is now,

526
|0 quanbu dou shi nazhdng niba lu.
A AR A A e LR B o

it was all dirt roads.

527

ranhou ni zhidao xiayu, ta niba Iu shangmian ta hui ydu nazhdng shuiwa | Dui
RIGIRFITE T, eV LmesABMKE | X

When it rained, puddles would be formed. | Right.
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528
weénzi jiu xihuan nazhdng shuikéng nazhong
W A B AR K ST

Mosquitoes especially liked this kind of place

529
Ta jiu zai libian chanluan ma, chanluan wan le ta jiu fanzhi,
EUE B O, RN E T e A,

and they would reproduce and lay eggs there.

530
ranhou xiang gé dajun yiyang, dajin ya jin
R RE 1, KRZEERHE

They would be like an army and march in!

531
Aiy6u, yT dao wanshang ni bu pi na wénzhang,
WSCRg,  — B URASE AR,

At night, if you didn’t use a mosquito net,

532
wo gén ni shud ni wanquan shui buzhao.
FRERAR Ui AR 58 4 AN A

you wouldn’t be able to sleep at all.

533
Jiu yijing yanzhong dao shénme dibu?
| Ny § /S s 2

You know how serious it was?
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534
Ni tao le wénzhang ta wu kdng bu ru!
RE T Uik & R AL AN

Even with a mosquito net, they could still find their way in!

535
Sudyi méitian wanshang ydu yT jian yulé de shir shi shénme ne?
FT ARER B EAT —AH i AR i LA A g ?

So every night, we would do something fun, you know what that was?

536
Kaidéng zhao wénzi
THT RIS T

Turn on the lights and look for mosquitoes!

537
Jiu zai nage wénzhang libian, nar you y1 gé! Pai!
SRR Aok B, LA —AN i)

In my mosquito net, | would find one and Kkill it!

538
Dui, woémen yiqian yé shi zhéyangzi de
XF, BATLAHT 2 XA T

Right. It was like this for us too.

539

Erqié ta [fmian k&néng jiu zhiydu li&ng san zhr,

i HE B st A M=,

Also, there were usually only two or three mosquitoes (that would get through
the net)
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540
déng ni zaoshang xinglai,
HORE EEER,

and when you woke up in the morning,

541

faxian na wénzi dou zhang zhéme da yi geé!
RIIRIL T HRAIX 4 K —> !

you would find that they grew this big!

542

Ranhou ni y1 pai shdu shang quan shi xue | Tianna!
RIEIR—MT B4l | RuB!

When you killed them, your hands would be covered with blood! | Oh, my God!

543
Nimen nar shi zénme qu wén de ne?
PRATTIR ) Lt T RIS () W 2

How did you guys keep the mosquitoes away?

544

Zhigian dehua jiushi dian wénxiang, dianwénpai

T H R SR, R

In the past, we used mosquito-repellent incense and electrical mosquito

rackets.

545

Zui youxiao de hai déi shi dianwénpai. | Dui
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AT IR A | X

Mosquito rackets were the most effective tools! | Right.

546
Nage shihou haobu kuazhang de shug,
TSI i 22 A sk it

At that time, | can say, without exaggeration

547
wanshang ni zhiyao na gée dianweénpai ni zOu chuqu suibian y1 xian, wakao
W bR R A B L H S B — Pk, g

if you took your mosquito racket and went out at night, damn!

548

pa pa de gén da baozhu shide | Dui

WAMA ) ER ST AT | X

The sound (of killing them) would be like firecrackers going off. | Right.

549
Ranhou dianwénpai ni zai wénzhang libian yong le zhihou,
SN SRR AE IR IO ] 1 22 )5

After you had already used the racket inside the mosquito net,

550
ni yiwéi zhe jiu jiéshu le ma? Bu!
RN A T2 A

you would think that would be the end? Oh no!

551
Z6ngyou name y1 liang zht luddan na
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AT — PR T B

There was always one or two that escaped.

552

déngdao ni tebié kun le, yanpizi zhéng bu kai de shihou, wéng... | Dui
SERNRREIN T, HRECTHAITRIRR, M. | X

When you got really sleepy and couldn’t keep your eyes open, they would start

making noise. | Right.

553

Ranhou ni kaidéng xiang zhao ta you dud qilai le | Shi a
SRIGARTHAT RE R SR 1 | A2

When you turned on the lights to look for them, they would hide away! |

Exactly!

554
W0 ydushihou shizai shi béi na wénzi fan le,
A I SEAE IR T T

Sometimes when | was really annoyed by the mosquitoes,

555
wo jiu gilai, rang ta yao,
Wt k, e,

| would just get up and let them bite me.

556

ranhou y1 yao wo jiu pa, dasi ta!
e —memiin, T4EE !
After they did, | would kill them!
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557
Nimen yigian de césud shi zai wu Ii de haishi zai wawai de?
PRATT LI B P A2 £ 2 B 38 A 2 A ?

In the past, was your toilet indoor or outdoor?

558
Wobmen nage shihou shi zhu [ao wi de shihou,
FRATTIRAN A 2 A 2 2= ) N A

When we were still living in our old house,

559
cesud shi zai wo yéye de nage huayuan limian de.
il P S AE A5 45 RIS E el BL AT

the toilet was in my grandfather’s garden.

560
Haishi hancé | Shénme? Shénme jiao hancé?
RN | A A a5

It was a “dry toilet”. | What? What was that?

561
Jiushi y1 gé dafén chizi shangmian pud le muban
e — AN KIS T BT 1 ARIR

It was a big pool of feces with planks of wood (for squatting on).

562

Ni pa ma? | Paya, maya
PRmang? | Aamg, gy

Were you scared? | Yes! My God!
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563
Ni xiang xiang, wanshang
fRAEAE, B b

Imagine it being night time

564
ranhou wo yéye nage lao wi houbian kao de you shi shan,
NG WFFIRANE R G LEER SR,

and my grandfather’s old house was by a mountain.

565
Shanshang ydu fén, shi ba? | You, zhén de ydu!
h EABL 2 | A, HA!

There were tombs on the mountain, right? | Yes! Actually there were,

566
Jit shanijigo xia jiu you
L A

right on the bottom of the mountain.

567
Ni wanshang ni bié de huang, you bunéng bu qu,
TR ARG Be,  SUAREAZ,

So | had to go even if it was at night because it was urgent.

568
na ni qu ba, ni you juéde pa,
TR, AR SLREAF1A

But if | went, | felt scared.

mandarincorner.org 97



Half White Half Chinese Teenager Talks About Growing Up in Rural China

569
ni kan nar zong ganjué ydu shuang yanjing zai ding zhe ni shide.

PRAE R ) LV R A ORI A2 BT 5 1R IBA Y o

| always felt that there was a pair of eyes that were staring at me somewhere.

570
Ranhou haoburéngyi shang wan le ma
SNIGIFANE 5 E58 T

When | finally finished my business,

571
ni huiqu y1lushang dou shi zhéyang dou de,
PRIl 2 — g R X R,

| was shaking all the way home

572
you yidian xiao dongjing dou néng pa bantian ne
A — HNBER AR BE I A R e

and was really scared at even the slightest noise.

573
Ni gang shud nage shangmian ydu liang gé ban de nage césuo,
PRIIEARAS L g AN AR A B

You said that your toilet had two planks of wood on the top,

574
women xiaoshihou yé shi nayang de
FRATT /NI 2 IS A )

| had the same kind when | was a kid.
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575
W&o méici qu shang wo dou tébié haipa, ranhou wo jido shi fadou de,
R BRI T, R IR KB,

| was terrified every time | used it and my legs would be shaking

576
wo hao pa wo shuai xiaqu. | Dui
WarpdE T L | X

because | was afraid that | would fall in. | Right.

577
Tébié shi nazhdng muban ni... | Ta bu wén
Rl e RFPAMAR.... | EATE

Especially because the planks... | They were not stable.

578
Dui, ta jiushi nazhdng ni cai shangqui jiu xiang nazhdng pinghéngmu yiyang
XF, B AR RER b 2RI PR —

Right. It's the kind that felt as if you were on a balance beam.

579

Dui | Dui, hén kdngbu!
X R, AR !
Right. | Very terrifying!

580
Youxié rénjia de muban shi yuan de.
A e NS HIARBGZ R .

Some families’ toilets had planks that were like round sticks.
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581
Dui, nazhdng shi zui kdngbu de!
XF, AR A B Y !

Right, those were the most scary ones!

582
Erqié ni shi kéyi kan de dao nage dabian de | Dui!
1M HARGE W] LG RIBAS KAER | !

Also, you could actually see the feces. | Right!

584
Nimen ciin yduméiydu rén diao jin guo césud libian?
PRATAS A B Nttt i g i FL 32 2

Was there anyone from your village that fell into the toilet?

585
Zhége wo dao méiydu tingshud guo
A PRABNBEA W Pt

| haven’t heard of any.

586
Women nar you | Zhén de ma?
TAVEILE | HRg?

It happened in my hometown. | Really?
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587
W6 ybu y1 gé tobngxué, si nianji de shihou
A —AE, DY

| had a classmate from the fourth grade

588
yT gé niishéng dido jin guo césud, ranhou ting ta jiang de
—A AR T, SRS W

who was a girl and she fell into the toilet. She told me this.

589
Sudyi wo ting ta jiang wan zhthou, wo tébié haipa wod diao jin césud
BT AR it i o8 2 0, Fdsr ol 5 he sk b e

So after | heard this, | was really scared of falling in.

590
Ranhou haiydu ganggang ni shud nage wénzi,
IR A WIIRBEIAN BT

Also, you mentioned mosquitoes.

591
zai xiatian de shihou, césud li yinggai yé shi hui xiyin hén dud wénzi de
FEE R B, Jul BT B i A2 2R 5 1AR 2 10 1Y

In summertime, the toilets would attract many mosquitoes...

592

Buzhi wénzi haiydu cangying. | Dui
ARG . | X

Not just mosquitoes, but flies. | Right.
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593
W& de nage zhanlie jiushi xian ba nage dianwénpai chongman dian,
FFRT A 5 gt 3l A2 ST AT RS HL IS 78 35 HE 5

My tactic for that was first charge my mosquito racket

594
ranhou papapa ba naxié wénzi dou géi sha le zhthou,
R W Ve e S A =

and killed all those mosquitoes

595
ranhou zai qu shang césud, danshi haishi hui you wénzi jinlai,
SNIE TR EDURT, (HEE RS A TR,

before | used the toilet. But they would still come in

596
wo jiu juéde wenzi dou zai yao wo de pigu, hén nanshou de!
H AT T AL IR B, IR AESZ A !

and bite my buttocks which was really uncomfortable!

597
Ni ganjué pigu yangyang de, ni you bu gan qu pai,
PRI e O R, R SUARER 2341,

Your buttocks would get itchy but you didn’t dare swat at them

598

ni pa y1 pai shdu shang jiu zhan le zang dongxi le | Dui
PRt —4aF LR THERYE 7| %)

because if you did, your hands might get dirty. | Right.
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599
Ranhou dongtian you Iéng ma,
ERSINRLS

Also it would get very cold in wintertime.

600

ddn zai nali hao léng, ganjin xiang shang wan de ganjué. | Shi

PEAER FLAF v, HERAE ESEHIEGE. | 2

Squatting there felt really cold, so | would want to finish as soon as possible. |

Yes.

601
Ni hui ganjué wo zénme ganjué budao wo de pigu le
g e JB A A BRI e i T

You wouldn’t be able to feel your butt (due to the coldness).

602

Mamu le | Dui, yijing mamu le
BEART | X, 2&mMA T

It went numb. | Right.

603

Ni xidoshihou hai yduméiydu shénme qita de qushi, zai néngcin de shihou?
PRANIHEE A A AT 2 H AR, FEAR A R ?

Are there other interesting things that happened in the village when you were a

child?

604

Hén dud! Xiang women cin kdu nabian,
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R ! BIAM DAL,

Many! For example, in the entrance to our village,

605
natian ni qu bushi kandao le ma?
IRIREARE R 1152

when you went there the other day, you saw it, right?

606
Shuijing, shi ba? | Dui
K, M | X

The well? | Yes.

607
Nage shuijing zhén de tébié shénqi,
TRAS K FL B0 4 2 5

Those wells are really amazing!

608
ta libian dou shi huo shui, ni ba shoéu shén jinqu,
BRIBARE K, T2,

It has flowing water and if you put your hands in,...

609
suiran biaocéng shi kénéng jiushi you yicéng ta shi bijiao ré de,
BIRRZ R R — BB R A,

Although the surface of the water is quite hot,

610
dan ni shou y1 shén xiaqu, wa

mandarincorner.org

104



Half White Half Chinese Teenager Talks About Growing Up in Rural China

ERF %, 1E

when you stick your hands in, wow!

611

gén bingxiang shide | Dui
PRUKARART | X

It's like a refrigerator. | Right.

612
Sudyi women yigian women qu tou rénjia de xigua,
BT ABRATT LA Bl 25 far A X H PR

So in the past, when we (kids) stole other people’s watermelons,

613
ranhou wémen jiu pao dao nage shuijing bian,
IR Ja FRA 1A 2 AN K IR,

we would go to a well

614

woOmen jiu ba xigua fang xiaqu, ranhou xigua yinwéi ta buhui chén ma,
FATHAC AN 2%, 2R P9 KB D9 B AT,

and put them into (the water). Since the watermelons wouldn’t sink down on

their own,

615
ta hui fu zai shangmian ma, women jiu yao rén ba ta an xiaqu,
EEAE B, AT EATEIZ T X,

they floated on the top, we needed a person to manually push them down

616
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jiu dao nage bing de difang, ranhou wan le wdmen jiu zai nabian wan shui.
RPN OKAIHTT, R )5 58 7 FRATAE IR L BTK

into the cold area. After that, we would play around on the side.

617
Déng women wan de jinxing le, Xigua yé chabudud bing hao le.
LRATBAFIRN T, R EAZIKEF T .

After we had enough fun, the watermelons would be cold.

618
Kaishi cht bing xigua | Dui
THBRZIKPE X | 5%

It was time to eat the cold watermelons. | Right.

619
Nimen ybu dao ma?
(NN DALEY:

Did you guys have a knife?

620
Women buyong... yong shénme dao a? | Chui kai ya?
FATAH... Rt TIWd 2 | HEJT i ?

We didn’t use... Why use a knife? | Just punch them open?

621
Na shuijing pangbian bushi ydu nazhdng shitou ma? Za | Za kai?
KI5 DA ARG 2 Hil | AR ?

There were rocks by the wells, right? We would hit them. | Hit them open?

622
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Jiu zhijié za, ranhou wan le women nage shihou dou shi
SUELARAN, ARJE 58 1 ARSI i 4 2

We would hit them and at that time,

623
rénrén dai yT gé xido shaozi jiu zhijié wa zhe chi
AN — AN T B2 B

each one of us would bring a small spoon to eat the inside.

624
Hai xiédai le yT gé xiao shaozi ya | Dui ya
WA NN T | X

You guys even carried a spoon! | Right!

625

Na huibuhui béi zhua ya?
IR ?
Wouldn’t you be caught?

626
Ta de nage gua di zhong de gua bijiao dud,
A FRI AR A I A () LB 2

This person planted many melons there,

627
dit y1 liang geé ta kénéng jiu zhuyi budao, danshi did de...
ZWMB AT RERE EA R, HEES..

so losing one or two wouldn’t be noticed, but...

628
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W0 jide you yT gé xiatian shi women lian zhe qu tou le si tian
Al — D ERERATEE L 7 IUR

| remember one summer, we stole from him four days in a row...

629
Tou le si gé gua ma? | Cai zhi si gé gua ma?
fir DA 2 | A 1 E DA I 2

You guys stole four melons? | Only four?

630
YT ci buzhi shi ba? | Buzhi si gé gua, dui
—IRAIEZIE? | A IEPIASR, X

You stole more than one each time? | Yes, more than four (total)!

631
Ranhou di si tian jiu béi ta zhua dao le
EE PSR i€

On the fourth day, we were caught.

632
ranhou, wakao! Kuaipao
G, MEFE! TRIE

Then we said: “Damn, run!”

633
Ranhou wdmen jiushi bao zhe na xigua sayazi pao
SR JG FATT A H A5 TR v I 5

We immediately ran away while carrying the watermelons...

634
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Hai bao zhe gua pao! | Dui
A TR | R

You guys ran while holding the melons! | Right.

635
Ranhou nage shihou wo jide shi wo you gé xiao hudban ba xié dou pao dia le
SRR B I IACAF R A N MK TR E T

| remember at that time, one of our buddies lost his shoe while running

636

ranhou dao shuijing pangbian de shihou cai faxian, wo xié ne?!

SRJE BIKH S5 I A I, e ? !

and only when we got to the wells, did he notice and said: “Where is my

shoe?!”

637
Chiwan xigua ranhou wdémen qi danché hui qu nage xiao hébian,
Wz 56 P8 VAR o BT 9 B 2 2 25 AN /N 32,

After eating the watermelons, we would ride our bikes to a river.

638
jil na xigua pi, women ba ta zud nage xiaochuan,
FURTEIREZ, FATHEEAIBA /I,

We would use the watermelon skin as little boats (in the river)

639

ranhou jiu kan shéi de piao de géng kuai.
SN G LR MR S B AR

and see whose “boat” floated the fastest.
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640
Haiyou y1 ge jiushi zhutdng fan, ni tingshudé guo ma?
WH AT ER, AR Bt ?

Another one was bamboo-tube-cooked rice, have you heard of it?

641

Ting guo, chi guo
Wi, neid
Yes, and | tried it.

642
Women jiu na nazhdng zhuzi ba ta kan kai,
AT EIRAAT THE EBRIT

We would cut up the bamboo,

643
ranhou ba limian xi ganjing, mi fang zai libian,
SRIGHE B i, KIRAE BLIA,

clean the inside, put some rice in it,

644
sa dian na tiaoweiliao shénmede gaishang,
WO R RRM T2 8 55 L

sprinkle some seasoning, cover it

645

ranhou jiu zhijié dit zai hud libian kao.

SR IE AR EAE K R IA)E

and then, throw it directly into the fire for roasting.
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646
Suiran nage shihou zht de nazhdng fan dou shi jiashéng de,
ERIRTIBAN IR 25 R IR Ah U S 2 e A 1

Although the rice wasn'’t fully cooked,

647
danshi zhén de hén kuaile, nage shihou
ERFHARTRR, TR

we were really happy at that time (eating it).

648
W0 zhuyi dao nimen jia yé yang le jT ya, ya ya zhiléi de, shi ba?
WIERBMRNIZFZWIR 7O W82 281, fEn?

| noticed that your family also raises chickens, ducks and so on, right?

649
Shi, qgianjitian ganji de shihou
F&, I JLREE SR I i

Yes, a couple of days ago, we went to a flea market

650
wo nainai hai jiushi mai le chuji hé chu ya ne, tébié ké'ai!
FRUBHERAR T T ARSI, H551 7] 5 1

and my grandma bought baby chickens and ducks. They are very cute!

651

Women jia yé yang le shiji zh ji, ranhou jidan dou buydng mai de.
WAIFWTE 7 HILRXE, SRIERGEHRA K.

My family also has over 10 chickens and we don’t even need to buy eggs.
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652
Ni biéshud jidan le, women lian shicai dou shi ziji jia libian zhong,
RS 7, JRATEBRSCH R B O i,

Not just eggs, we even grow our own vegetables

653
women jThU buydong qu mai cai.
FAT LA £ %%

and we barely need to buy any.

654
jiu chule yixié rou a hé nage bushi dang ji de
LR T LL PR RT AN A 22 24 2=

Besides meat and vegetables that are not seasonal

655
women méiydu zhong de naxié shucai,
PN TEA PR LL B

and those we don’t have in our garden,

656
women jibénshang shi kéyi buydng mai cai de.
FATEEA 2 mT LA K31

we basically don’t need to buy food.

657

Na méitian cht tdngyang de cai buhui juéde ni ma?

AREE R e [RI A B2 AS 2 B A R 2

Won't you guys get tired of eating the same thing every day?

mandarincorner.org 112



Half White Half Chinese Teenager Talks About Growing Up in Rural China

658
Bu ni a, wé ma chuyi hao a!
ANTRIR , e o 2 ] !

No, my mother’s cooking is awesome!

659
Ta méitian dou you gézhdng huayang ya, bianhuan gézhdng fangshi qu chao,
AR S AAERERS, AR b LD,

Every day, she finds a new way to cook them

660
ranhou dou shi hén haocht de. | Shud de wo liu kdushui le!
RIGHRIBIFIZH . | BRI K T !

and they all taste good. | You’re making my mouth water!

661
Na nimen shibushi jirou zhéxié dou buydong mai,
TRARATT R AN NG PRI IX BEH AN 5K

So, is it true that you guys don’t even need to buy chicken meat

662
jiu ziji sha zhe chtle?
FEHORENZ T ?

and can kill one if you want to eat some?

663

Zhége dao buyiding, women chi jirou zhezhdng haishi bijiao shao de.
EAMEIA—E, TAIEAG P IX AL 2 LR

That’s not necessarily true because we rarely eat chicken meat.
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664

Y1ban jiushi birushud zai Nanning nabian de qingi huilai le ya,

— PR LA BELE R TSI SR SR T

Generally, if we have relatives from Nanning (capital of Guangxi) that come to

visit us,

665
women hui zai zhT jT kuandai tamen ma.
FRoA 225 NG R A A AT 0K

we will kill a chicken to treat them.

666
Ranhou féngnianguojié na bi sha de ya, ta hué bulido de ya!
SNIE L TR LR B, ETEA T I

Also, during Chinese New Year or festivals, they have to die!

667
W4 youshihou kandao wo jia jT béi sha yé hao kelian o
PA I 5 BB RG A W1 7] 1

Sometimes, | feel sympathy towards the chickens we Kill.

668
W& ma shud, na ta dao le shijian le yé jiu gai zou le | Dui
Whdyd, e 7RE T REzE T | R

My mother would say: “It was its time and it had to go!” | Right.

669

Ni sha guo jt ma?
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PRA G ?

Have you killed any chicken yourself?

670
W06 méi sha guo, danshi wo jia jTt dou shi wd ma sha de,
PBRIE, AHRFGAGH R TU R,

I've never killed one. However, in my family, my mother always kills the chicken

671
yinwéi wo ba danzi bijiao xidao, ta bu gan sha | W6 sha guo ji
KO E IR T BN, AR | FRE

because my father is scared of doing it. | | have killed chickens.

672

Shi ma? | Zhén de!
R | )
Really? | Really!

673

Qishi sha jT zhén de ting xuéxing ting kdngbu de | Za sha ya?
FSORAGH O BE MARSERAM I | WERE?

Actually, the killing of a chicken is quite bloody and terrifying! | How do you Kkill

them?

674
Ni zhua zhe nage jTde na... | Jiao?
PRITE IR RG TR | JE1?2

You hold the chicken’s... | Feet?

675
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J1 bozi! Bushi jijiao
WJET 1 ARSI

The chicken’s neck! Not the feet!

676
Ji chibang ba? Buran ta hui féi yal!
RAEIE ? AIRE 2 K

It should be its wings, right? Otherwise, it will fly away!

677
J1 chibang ni kénding shi zhé zhi shéu xian hao zhe,
MU R E 2R R T8,

Sure, you will need to hold onto their wings first.

678

ranhou ni ba ta én hao le yihou,
RS =iy ST =

After you get a hold of them,

679
zhijié y1 dao huala kai, ranhou fangxue
HEE—JIRIRIT, SR

you use a knife to slit its (throat) and let it bleed.

680
Ta nage shihou hui zhéngzha de tébié julie,
BRI IR FLAFR R 2L,

At this time, it will struggle fiercely

681

mandarincorner.org

116



Half White Half Chinese Teenager Talks About Growing Up in Rural China
suoyi xué hui jian, na jiu tébié xuéxing
BTl s, TR mA ) I

so the blood will splatter... it's very bloody!

682
W4 yé jiu sha guo liang ci.
PRI P

I've only done it twice.

683
Women jia guonian dou shi wo ma sha,
AL F AR AR

In my family, my mother always Kkills the chickens

684
ranhou rang wo géi ta zhuazhu jijiao,
SN LIRS AT AE XS A,

and she will ask me to hold onto the legs,

685
yinweéi ta hui luandong | Ta hui plléng
FovESELE) | Eaig

because they always move like crazy. | They will flop.

686
Dui, ranhou wd méici zhua dou shi zhéyangzi
Xt IRJE BB X T

Right. Every time when | was holding them, | was like:

687
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Hao le méi? Si le méi?
U 7w? JETR?

“Is it done? Is it dead yet?”

688
Zai nongcun bimian bulido, kénding hui youyixié shé chéng shu yi,
ERFERA T, HESH i h R,

In the countryside, it’s inevitable to have snakes, bugs, rats and ants.

689
nimen jia you laoshu a shé a zhéxié xiao dongwu ma? | You, hén dud
PRANIZ A 2 RIBTR IR X L8 N A 2 | A, IRZ

Are there little animals like rats and snakes in your home? | Yes, and many!

690
Xiang shi wo rugud shi wanshang wo jiu duzi & le ma
BRI B T4 1k

For example, when | got hungry at night,

691
na kénding shi yao qu chufang toutou qu cht dian xiaoye a shénmede,
TR T A& B2 5 st fan 2512 i B O A 40 1

| would secretly go to the kitchen to get some food.

692
yT kaimeén yT zht ldaoshu, hey buddy
— 11— R2EZK, heybuddy

As soon as | opened the door, a rat was there and | said: “Hey buddy!”

693
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Ranhou wo kan zhe, en?!
aREE, W7 !

| looked at it and (was surprised).

694

Ranhou ta jiu di du dd jiu shunzhe nage tongféngguan
AN R N B = e G

Then, through a pipe,

695
ta pa shangqu jiu pa jin nage chufang houbian
ENC L L NEHE IR A 5 5 14

it crawled into the small storage room

696
nage xiao chuwu jian libian qu le.
A NMEIE L X T

at the back of our kitchen.

697
Dangshi géi wo xia de yal
I 45 JRI g !

At that time, | was terrified!

698
Ranhou di‘értian wo jiu gén wd ma shud,

SRJE B R B S U,

| told my mother about this the following day (and she said):

699
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“A? Y®éu zhézhdng shir?!”
W2 ARFIIL? L
“What? This happened?!”

700
Ranhou ta jiu mai lai le nage, yinggai shi méuzhdng ké su cailiao ba,
SRIGHBRLER TIBAS, N A% A AT S g,

Then she bought some kind of moldable plastic material

701
ranhou ta you ba nage du de sisi de le, zhici... | Jiu méi le?
SN G i ARG AEAER) 1, 2L | ik 1 ?

stuffed it very well and from then on... | They never came back?

702
Ta jiu bunéng cong nabian pa jinlai le ya!
BB MBI E K T !

Sure, they couldn’t crawl back any more!

703
Zuihou wen yixia jiu guanyu ni gérén xingqu de
e A — MR TR N SR

Lastly, I'd like to ask you about your personal interests.

704
Ni ganggang yé you jiangdao ni gishi dui yuyan yé bijiao ganxingqu | Shi
PRI AT PF R VRSO0 5t ELEURO R | 2

You said that you are interested in languages. | Yes.

705
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Chule Eyu hai xihuan biéde yliyan ma?
B 1 AR IS RO 1 S 2

Besides Russian, what other languages do you like?

706

Xihuan Xibanyayu, danshi jiushi... | Wéishénme?
VYL, (Ha2EE... | NAa?

| like Spanish, but... | Why?

707
No reason | Méiydu yuanyin?
No reason | #H 5 A ?

No reason. | No reason?

708
Dui, zhén de!
X, !

Yes, really!

709
Eyu shi yinwei kan xidoshud yiji ting gé,
s 2 BUONE N UEEL AT AR,

| like Russian because | read Russian novels and listen to Russian music.

710
danshi Xibanyayu zénme shud? Shud chalai kénéng youdian haoxiao
HEVEHE BB AU ? UK AT REA M5

But Spanish, it will be funny if | tell you the reason.

71
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Shi laiyuanyu youxi.
e RS T IERK o

It came from gaming.

712
Na hui shud yidian ma? | Hai méi xué ne?
MUl — 2 | i We?

Can you speak a little? | | haven’t started to learn.

713

O, hai méi kaishi ne, shi ba? | Dui, hai méi kaishi
gk, EEITUEWE, M? | X, EEJTE

You haven’t? | Right.

714
Dan Eyu hui shud yidian? | Eyt hui
EEREST—R? | RiEe

But you can speak a little Russian? | Yes.

715
Hui shud ji ju ma?
e WIRSILE N

Can you say a few sentences?

716

Shud lai jiu 1ai a! Hai ting xiang de

VR AR | LB )

Wow! You did it without hesitation! It sounded pretty good!

717
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Suiran wo tingbuddng, dan wod juéde shud de ting xiang de
BRI AE, HIR1S U EER I
Although | don’t understand it, it sounded pretty good to me.

718

Ni zhé shud le sha ne?
PRIX UL 1 e ?

What did you say?

719
Nihao! W6 de mingzi shi Lichade,
e 4 e B AT,

Hello, my name is Richard.

720
ranhou houmian yT ju shi sha yisi wo wang le.
RE T — AR E R RE T .

And what came after, | forgot what it means.

721
Danshi zhén de nage fayin ganjué hai ting bucud de, ting xiang Eluésirén de
B E WA R AN, B ERE 7 A1

But your pronunciation sounds pretty good, like a Russian person.

722
Zhége dehua yé shi zai youxi limian lian de.
XA BTGt S AR 3l Rk R T 2R A

| actually practiced this in games.

723
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Zuihou a, jiushi zuowei yT gé shiqt sui de gingnian,
wJall, PRfE LS NEE,

Lastly, as a 17-year-old teenager,

724
ni suanshi chuyu y1 gé dui weéilai hai bu quéding de jiéduan,
PR AL T — D REARKIE A E HIFT B

you’re considered being at a stage of uncertainty about your future.

725
na ni dui ni de weilai ydbuméiydu shénme chongjing huozhé shi giwang?
TSI AR B ARSRAT A AT 1B 5 A T B 2

Do you have any hopes or expectations for your future?

726
Hén nanshud, zhége shiqing zhén de hén nanshud.
RAEYL, XA AR A

This is really hard to say.

727
Yinweéi xianzai ni yé kandao le yiging
KNSR 2 1 %1

Because as you can see, there is the pandemic

728
yiji gitd gézhdnggeyang de yixié yuanyin
LR Ho Al 25 Foft 2845 (1 — 22 J5 [A]

and other reasons...

729
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Rang hén dud shiqing biande bu quéding? | Dui
IR FHIEREATE? | X

That makes things unsure? | Right.

730
Ni qishi shi suiran shud ni fugin shi Xinxilan rén,
PRFL S BAR VLR SOREHT I =N,

Actually, although your father is from New Zealand,

731
ranhou ni yé zai Xinxilan zhi zhu guo liang nian,
IR G VR BAE TG == AR P AE,

you only lived there for two years.

732
sudyi qishi ni zai gudéwai dai de shijian bingbu dud, dui ba? | Shi de
BT AL SEORPE B AM IR R AN R, RFIE? | 2/

So you didn’t spend much time overseas, right? | Yes.

733
Yihou yduméiydu xidng guo yao chigué qu liyou?
PG A A A8 I 22 H 1 25 i ?

Have you thought about traveling abroad in the future?

734
Shi, yinwéi wo Xinxilan nabian de nainai hé wo baba de didi,
&, BRI = A g AR E S 1 o6 5,

Yes, because | still have my grandmother and uncles in New Zealand

735
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tamen dou xiang rang wo huiqu, tamen dou xiang wo le
fATTER AL E Rl 2%, AbATTARARTR T

and they all want me to go back because they miss me.

736
Kénéng zai mingnian huozhé hounian wd jiu huiqu kan yixia.
A REAE R B Ja R 5 E — T

Perhaps next year or two years from now, | will go back for a visit.

737

Hao, jintian feichangganxié ni
bf, A RARHE REHR

Okay, thank you very much

738
lai gen dajia fénxiang le hén dud néngcin de téngnian qushi,
KERKF 32 T IRZ KA K EEBE,

for sharing your countryside childhood experiences

739
haiyou ni zai Zhonggud shangxué de zhexié jingli.
A VRS E X2 ] .

and your experiences in attending school in China.

740
Na rugud nimen xihuan zhé y1 qi shipin dehua,
IR SRARAN 2 R — AL 1 i

If you like this video,

741
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jiu ging géi wdmen dianzan, zhuanfa bing dingyué wémen de pindao
FRE TN A FeRIFT B JRATHIAIE

please give us a “like”, share it and subscribe to our channel!

742
Women jiu xiaqt zaijian, baibai!
ARIATHE NI, !

See you next time, bye!
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