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1
Dajia hao, huanying laidao Mandarin Corner de boke jiému!
KFLF, WUk F| mandarin corner (4% 5 H !

Hi everyone! Welcome to Mandarin Corner’s Audio Podcast!

2
W6 shi Eileen.
& +& Eileen.

| am Eileen.

3
Shuddao Zhongguo, kénéng hén dud rén hui
WEITE, "THRRE A

When it comes to China, many people may
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4

shouxian lianxiang dao ta de shisi yi rénkou,
BB EIER 14 2 A1,

first think of its 1.4 billion people,

5
yiji ta shijiédiyt réenkdu daguo de chénghao.
ULE IS — N K ERIFRS

and its title as the world's most populous country.

6
Ran'ér zai zuijin de yT1 ci rénkdupucha zhthou,
SRMAERIE — XN BB )G,

However, after the recent population census,

7
méiti ne you kaishi fénfén baodao
TEARNE X T U6 %3 4y 418

the media began to report

8
zhé lingrén danyou de xinshéng'ér chishénglii xiajiang de wenti.
XA NAHVEHET A2 )L HS A 3 R B ] L

on a worrying decline in birth rate.

9

Zuoweéi yingdui shduduan, zhéngfu yé chatai le san tai zhéngce.
PERIN F-B, BURRE G T =IRBUK.

As a response, the government introduced the Three-Child Policy.
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10
Guanyu zhége huati women yé zud le yT gi jietéu caifang,
RKTREATESATWAL 7 — LR VT,

We did a street interview on this topic,

11
xunwen putdong Zhongguorén dui zhége zhéngcé de kanfa.
V8 1) 37 [ R X AN ORI

asking ordinary Chinese about their views on this policy.

12
Ganxingqu de kéyi dianji xiamian de lianjié qu guankan.
ORI AT DA iy T AR W

Those interested, can click the link below to watch it.

13
Name wenti lai le, jirdn Zhongguo rénkdu yijing zheme da le,
WAy, BRTPEAD SR AKRT,

So the question is, since China's population is already this large,

14
wéishénme wdmen hai hui danxin chishéngli xidjiang ne?
NATABATIE SO A FR TR ?

why are we still worried about the decline in birth rate?

15

Er niangingrén you weishénme bu yuanyi jiéhin shéng haizi ne?
MR NSO AN BT ?

And why are young people reluctant to get married and have children?
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16
Canyu dao jintian de huati taolun de jiabin ne
2 5 35 R 18 1 5% FE e

The guest joining us today

17
shi yijing hé dajia jian guo mian de.
e MR WL T i

is someone you've already met before.

18
Danshi yéxu yduyixié rén hai meéiydu kan guo ta zhigian de boke,
HRMVFE — S NIER A E T it f %%

However, since some of you might not have listened to her previous podcasts,

19
sudyi wémen zaici qing dao ta lai gén dajia da gé zhaohu.
JIT AFRATT P 217 B2t R BROK S AT M HEIE

let's have her say “hi” to everyone again.

20
Halbu, dajia hao! Wo shi Yiféi.
MM, RSAF! BT,

Hello, everyone! I'm Yifei.

21

Hén gaoxing zaici laidao Mandarin Corner

1R 5 24 Ok 2] Mandarin Corner

It's great to be here on Mandarin Corner again
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22
yu Eileen lai jinxing duihua.
5 Eileen K751 .

to talk with Eileen.

23
Jintian wémen yao taolun de jiushi
L RBATESHR R 2

Today we're going to talk

24

guanyu Zhdnggud rénkdu chishéngli xiajiang de zhége wenti.
RN B AR AT BRI A ]

about the declining birth rate in China.

25
Na shouxian ne ging ni lai gén dajia shud yixia Zhonggud guoqu shi nian de
TR W1 VR R ER R S e —F rh [ i 254

First, can you tell us how the birth rate

26
zhége rénkdu chishénglii de gingkuang shi z&nmeyang de.
EANH HARREI B AR

has been in China for the past 10 years?

27

Hao de, zaicizhigian
UFHT, FELLZ AT

Okay. Before we do that,
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28
women kéyi xian dagai liojié yixia chishénglii de jisuan fangshi.
FATAT CASE RME 1 — T B R 50

let’'s get a general idea of how the birth rate is calculated.

29
Na chashénglii zhi de jiushi zai yT gé téding diqd de
TS H A ZR AR R AE — MR E LX)

The birth rate refers to the average number of births

30
mdu yT gé teding shijian néi, tongchang gingkuang xia shi y1 nian,
F—AFREERRI N, EEEDL T &,

per 1,000 people, at a certain region for a given time,

31
pingjan mé&i yT qian gé rén zhdng chishéng rénkdu sud zhan de bili.
BT A AN BT SRR

usually a year.

32
Na shuddao Zhonggud de juti gingkuang jiushi
JUR i 21 e [ e AR 10 Al

When it comes to the specific situation in China,

33
shéuxian zai jilishi niandai yigian, Zhonggué de rénkdu chashénglii
HJG7E 90 AEAXLART, HEM A AR
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first of all, the birth rate in China before the 1990s

34
y1zhi shi baochi zai gian fénzht érshi yishang de.
—HARRRET 7222 20 BLEH.

was always above 20 per 1,000.

35

Zai liu shi niandaichi shénzhi dadao le gian fénzhi si shi zudyou,
7 60 S ELEIL R T T7r2 40 A,

In the early 1960s, it even reached about 40 per 1,000,

36
yéjiushishud you... yigian gé rén zhong jiu you si shi gé rén chiishéng.
Wl WA — T AFEAa A A A

meaning that for every 1,000 people, 40 babies were being born.

37
Zhé qishi shi xiangdang gao de,
XIS A,

That was actually pretty high

38

yinwei &r ling y1jiti nian shijié rénkdu chashénglli paiming gian wii de gudjia
K24 2019 A H 7N 1 HH AR 2R HE 4 7 T 2K

because in 2019, the top 5 countries that had the highest birth rate

39
dou zai gian fenzht sishi yishang.
WAET 702 40 Ll L.
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were all above 40 per 1,000.

40

Danshi zai liang gian nian zudyou de shihou ne,
{E/EAE 2000 = 7e A (IS e

But around 2000,

41

rénkdu chishéngll jit jiang dao le gian fénzht shi‘ér,
NEAER RS T T2 12,

the birth rate dropped to 12 per 1,000,

42

bingqié zai ér ling ér ling nian shduci diépo le gian fénzhr shi,
I HAE 2020 5 E X 1 T2 10,

and in 2020, it fell below 10 per 1,000 for the first time,

43

daoda le gian fénzht ba dian wu,
ik T Tr2 8.5,

reaching 8.5 per 1,000.

44

er ling ér y1 nian géngshi dié dao le gian fenzht gr dian wu,
2021 FHALR T T2 7.5,

In 2021, the birth rate dropped to 7.5 per 1,000,

45
zhé shi jiangud yilai de zui dr,
XA A PSR A BRAIR,
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the lowest since the country was founded (in 1949),

46
yéjiushishud er ling ér yT nidn pingjan méi yigian geé rén zhong
WA 2021 4E PR — T A

which means that in 2021, less than 8 babies were born

47

zhiydu budao ba geé rén chishéng.
HAARR )AL

per 1,000 people.

48
Zhege zhén de shi yuanyuan diyu shijié pingjan shuiping,
XA F )R el S 2K,

This was really far below the world average

49

shijié pingjun shuiping shi gian fénzht shiba dian wu.
HFFBIKF 2 T7r 2 18.5.

of 18.5 per 1,000.

50
Zhonggud mugian de rénkdu zéngshu shi shisi yi dud rén, zhé shi shijiediyr.
TEHATA DB T2 N, KRR —.

China's total population is now over 1.4 billion, the highest in the world.

51
Sudyi wdmen ké&neéng jiu hui juéde
Fr AFRATT AT e s 2> 5 453
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So we might wonder,

52
na weishénme hai yao danxin rénkdu chishénglli di zhége wenti?
A A 2GR EEAH 0 N T H A AR A ] L 2

why are we still worried about the low birth rate?

53
Danshi zai er ling ér yT nian Zhongguo de rénkdu
{HZFE 2021 4R [H A

(It's because) in 2021, China’s population,

54

chuqu dangnian siwang de rénshu zhi zéngzhang le sishi ba wan.
BREBFIETTIANBUAER T 48 75,

excluding the number of deaths, only grew by 480,000.

55

Yao zhidao zai liang gian nian dao ér ling y1 ba nian zhijian,
FRNIELE 2000 -5 2018 4E [,

You should know that between 2000 and 2018,

56
Zhongguo rénkdu jing zéngzhang shu yizhi shi baochi zai
o N EH KB — B RS A

China's net population growth was

57
liu baiwan dao y1 gianwan zhijian de.
INHE BT T8
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between 6 to 10 million,

58
Sudyi sishi ba wan shi feichang feichang féichang dri de.
BT AP+ )\ 5 2 AR AR AR AR

s0 480,000 was super low.

59

Shuodao sishi ba wan de shihou wo hai méiydu shénme gainian,
Yo 2 Y+ )\ 5 IR BOE BOA H a2,

When you mentioned 480,000, | had no concept of (what that meant).

60
danshi ni shuddao liu baiwan dao y1 gianwan gén sishi ba wan

ERAR RN B 0 B — T IR+ )\

But when you said it was between 6 to 10 million (per year) and now it's 480,000 (a

year),

61
zhén de xiangcha hao da.
HHIAHZELF K.

that difference is huge!

62
Na zhéme di de zhége chishéngli daodi yiweizhe shénme ne?
AE A MR 2R R BRI 14 D2

So what exactly does such a low birth rate mean?

63
Ta qishi yiweizhe rugud chashénglii

mandarincorner.org
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EHLEWAE DR AR

It actually means that if the birth rate

anzhao mugian de zhége qushi chixu xiajiang ne,
18 H BT XA SRR L T PR,

continues to decline at this current trend,

Zhongguo weilai kénéng hén kuai hui jinru rénkdu fuzéngzhang de wenti,
Hh [ R SR AT REAR PR AN I A K 1) 2

China may very soon enter a negative population growth phase,

jiu xiang Ribén nayang.
AR H AR EE .
just like Japan did.

Jiashang youyu laonian rénkdu de guimé hé bili
Ik BT AN RSN EE A

On top of that, the size and proportion of the elderly population

zai buduan de kudda,
FEARW YK,

was constantly expanding (compared to the younger population),

Zhongguo zicong ér ling ling ér nian jinru laolinghua shéhui hou,
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A M 2002 SN E LA 2R,

China had already become an aging society in 2002,

70
yijing zai er ling éryT nian jinru le shéndu laolinghua shehui,
CUZAE 2021 SEREN TIREZ I =,

and in 2021, it entered an advanced state of aging,

71
yéjiushishud xianzai you bai fén zhi shisi de rénkdu
a2 IR 14% A1

which means that 14% of its population

72
shi liushiwt sui ji yishang de [aonianrén.
& 65 & UL BN

is now 65 years and older.

73

Jitl xianzai yijing shi zhéyangzi le, dui ma? | Dui de
AUME ORI 7, X2 | X

I's already like this now? | Right.

74
Ni ganggang ydu tidao Ribén, gishi Ribén y& suanshi bijiao chiming de,
TRNINIA SR 2 H AT, s HA R BRE 44 1,

You mentioned Japan earlier, the country is actually quite famous for

75
jiushi tamen de chashéngll y& hén di ma.
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LA b AT T 2 3 AR

its low birth rate.

76
Na duibi Rib&n wdmen de chishénglii you shi rihé ne?
XS B H ASTRATTHY A2 23 SR tn e i 2

So compared to Japan, how does our birth rate look?

77
Shoéuxian wdmen kéyi lai dagai shud yixia tamen de xiangsi dian.
T A FRATAT PSR MRS — T AR AT AH AL A

First of all, let’s talk about the similarity between them.

78
Na xiangshi de gingkuang shi suizhe jingji de z&ngzhang
AR W 5 Bl 2 28 B

The similarity is that as the economy grew

79
hé rénkdu shou jiaoyu shuiping de tishéng,
MNH 2 HE KRR,

and the population became more educated,

80

chashénglli zhéngti shi chéng xiajiang de gingkuang.
HH AR ARG B BR IR L

the birth rate declined.

81
Erqi& Zhonggud hén ydukénéng xiang Ribé&n nayang,
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il FLF AR 7T A% F AR,

Moreover, it’s likely that the birth rate in China will remain

82
weilai de chishénglli hui changgt baochi zai yT gé guodi de shuiping.
AR A R I R AE — DI AR AR

at an excessively low level for a long time to come, as it has been in Japan.

83
Na ybu yT dian butdéng de shi guanyu xiajiang de sudu,
WA — A F R ST N R,

But there is a difference, which is the speed of decline.

84
Ribé&n de rénkdu chishénglli cong gian fénzht shiyT xidjiang dao
HARN D AERNT 702 11 N

Japan's birth rate fell from 11 to

85

gian fénzht ba dian wi zudydu yong le shiwd nian de shijian,
Ty 8.5 i M T - TR [a],

about 8.5 per 1,000 in 15 years,

86
ér Zhongguo zhi yong le san nian,
M E R T =4,

whereas China only took 3 years,

87
sudyi zhége shi yuan bi Ribén de gingkuang yao xunméng de dud.
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T LLIX ANz b H A O ZR A5 2

so this decline was much faster than Japan.

88
Qianmian women yé jiang guo Zhongguo shi rénkdu diyt dagud ma,
(IR AR AP BURSIEP YN R N/

As we mentioned earlier, China is the most populous country (in the world).

89
na jiran xianzai women yao taolun dao ta rénkdu xiajiang zhége wenti,
HEBEAR AL FRATE IR B &N H R BRIX A ]

So since we are talking about its declining population,

90
wo xiang hén dud rén yé hui haoqi,
TAIR 2 N l777,

I am sure that many people would wonder

91
na Zhonggué shi zényang yT bu yT bu de
WA E BRI — P

how China became such a

92
chéngweéi dangjin de zhege rénkdu dagud ne?
B 24 AN N K E e 2

populous country (in the first place).

93
Shi ydu hén dud fangmian de yuanyin de.
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RARZ 7T .

There are many reasons.

94
Shouxian woémen k&yi xian lai lidojié yixia dili hé lishi de béijing.
AR RATAT ASE SR TR LB S )

First, let’s learn about the geographical and historical background (of China).

95
Zhongguo de gudtt mianjt hén guang, dabufen chiyu wéndai,
o ] B AR, ORER A TR

China has a vast territory which is mostly located in temperate zones

96
jiangshuiliang bijiao shizhong,
K& s,

and has moderate precipitation

97
héliu hupo ne yé you hén dud, érqgié yé yongydu zhongdud de pingyuan,
FREEE AR Z, B AR HF R,

as well as many rivers and plains.

98
sudyi shi bijiao shihé rénléi juzhu yiji nongyé de shéngchan fazhan de.
FIT Lo U E B NSRS AT LA R AR 7 A JE T

So, it’s suitable for humans to inhabit and for agricultural development.

99
Danshi yéuyu gudai tianzai hé zhanluan pin fa,
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B E T A TR RIELBUR

However, due to frequent natural disasters and wars in ancient times,

100
sudyi Zhonggud lidng san gian nian jian de rénkdushu yizhi shi weéichi zai
T A [ P =T N 28— B 4ERF A

for 2 to 3 thousand years, the population of China was

101
dud le wu liu gianwan, zuidud y1 gée yi zudyou
Z T HNTH, RE— MMk

50-60 million in good times, 100 million at most;

102
shao le liang san gianwan, zuishdo y1 gidnwan zudyou de zhuangtai.
STWH=TT0, O —THEARPIRE.

20-30 million in bad times, and around 10 million at its lowest point.

103
Zhéme shao? | Dui de.
Eab? | .

That small? | Yes.

104
Qishi wo yizhi yiwéi Zhongguo ji giannian yilai yizhi rénkdu dou shi dud de,
HE—EUNTEILTHEUR-BEANO#HZZ K,

I actually thought China had always had a large population for thousands of years.

105
méixiangdao cai zhéme yidian rén, wo yodudian zhenjing.
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BOEBIA XA — kN, A mRMA.

| didn't expect it to be this small which | found a little shocking.

106
Dui, ta yé shi ydu y1 gé fazhan de guochéng.
Xf, BEWEAE —MRERIERE.

Yes, it went through a process of development.

107

Erqi& yT kaishi wdmen de Zhénggué bantu y& méiydu name da,
110 H—JF AR 3ATTH A [ i B B B IR 4K

Also in the beginning, China didn't have that large of a territory.

108

sudyi rénkdu kénding yé buhui ydu name dud de fanyan de kongjian. | Dui
TN E WA A IBAZ T EATHI . | X

So it certainly didn’t have enough room for population growth. | Right.

109

Sudyi ne rénkdu zhénzhéng kaishi jizéng shi zai Qingchao shiq,
T AW N T B0 1E T 4R S 2 72 17 w1 3,

Our population actually started to surge during the Qing Dynasty,

110

yé&jiushi cong chabudud shiqr shiji zhongyé kaishi.
Wate NEAZ 17 e hiJr G .

which began around the middle of the 17th century.

111
Dangshi de tdngzhizhé zhuabu pingding géfang de zhéngquan hé zhanluan,
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IR G AT 4 7 IBORUR R AL

The rulers then had slowly overthrown other political powers, ended the wars

112
shixian le quanguo de tongyr.
ST AE G

and achieved unification.

113
Na youqishi zai Kangxi, Yongzhéng, Qianléng de shiqr,
WICHAAERRER . FEIE. HoRERIIN ],

Especially during the Kangxi, Yongzheng and Qianlong periods,

114
zonghé gudli feichang giangshéng.
g3 AR R

China's overall power was very strong.

115
Chdle ji ¢i bijiao da de duiwai zhanzhéng yiwai,
B 7 JLIR BEEOR X A4 LA,

Except for a few major wars against foreign powers,

116
zhénggé Zhonggud guangda fudi shi wéichi le
BATRETRE R AR T

the entire inland of China maintained

117
jin y1bai wldshi dud nian de héping q,
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SRR,

peace for nearly 150 years

118
na zhé zai lishishang shi bijiao hanjian de.
HRIXAE 7 52 b 2 EE A LA

which was rare in our history.

119
Er changqr héping wénding de shéhui shénghuo,
AR AR € A A2

So, this long period of peace and stability

120
weéi rénkou de fanyan zéngzhang chuangzao le tigojian.
NN BRI AIE T 21

created the conditions for the population to grow.

121
Erqgié dangshi de Qingzhéngfii hai shishr le
117 H. 24 75 BURE S0 1

Moreover, the Qing government implemented

122

tan ding ru md de shuishou zhéngce,
T N I BECE,

the Tan Ding Ru Mu Policy,

123
ta buzai shou réntdéushui, érshi shou caichan shui.
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TR AL, AL P

a taxation policy that no longer collected poll tax, but property tax.

Note: Poll tax is tax based on each individual.

124
YTinwei buzai shi shéng dudshao gé haizi jiu yao jiao dudshao geé rén de shui,
KA A 2 D2 T AL 2 DA AR,

Since it was no longer necessary to pay tax on the number of children born,

125
baixing ne jiu buzai manbao jiali rénkdu de gingkuang.
T IERE AAN FEAR K N R L

the general public stopped giving a false report in terms of their family size.

126
Erqi& minjian ne yé& kaishi gili shéngyu,
i1y HE e e G i A= &

The society also began to promote procreation

127
bijing zai zéngjia ldoddngli de téongshi hai buyong jiao shui.
B SE IN55 30 7[R I AN F A2 B

which after all, could increase labor force without paying taxes.

128
Sudyi zai Qingchao yigian zhéngfu shi shou réntéushui de ma?
It LAAE I 51 DL AT EUR 2 N S B e 2

So before the Qing Dynasty, governments collected tax based on each individual?

129
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Shi de, dui | O, na zhéyang shud Qingchao zhéngfl hai tinghdao de ma.
FEHT, R | MR, TR U FBUR I HE LT U o
Yes, they did. | Oh, that's a good thing to say about the Qing government.

130
En, ta de zheyang de y1 gé zhéngceé zhén de shi cdng zhidu shang
ML, & XA B — /N BUR B i B B

Right, based on the system developed from this policy,

131
yingxiang le shéhui rénkdu de fazhan.
M T A N IR SR -

it influenced the development of population in society.

132

Y&u gongxian. | Shi de

Hoiwke | &K

It contributed to (the population growth). | Yes.

133
Na wdmen qishi hui gandao yihuo
TRFRATT I e £ TR 21 58 72

Actually, we might still wonder

134
jiushishuo ké géngzhong de tudi mianjt shi yduxian de,
S Tt AR A Lt T AR A R A

with limited land available for farming,

135
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na yao zénme yanghuo yueldiyué dud de rénkdu ne? | Dui a
HSEE A FRTE BRI Z N W ? | %R

how did we manage to feed this growing population? | Right.

136

Qishi zai Qingchao shigi ne cong Mé&izhou yinjin de gaochan néngzuowu,
FCSAE 1 SN S0 SN 51 HE ) v 7 R AEYD

In fact, during the Qing Dynasty, high-yielding crops imported from the Americas,

137
lird hdngshu, yumi hé huashéng,
BN, LKA,

such as sweet potatoes, corn and peanuts

138
jit yijing béi dédao le tutiguang hé zhdngzhi,
HCAWAT R 1 HE AR,

were promoted and grown.

139
na zhéxié nongzudwu ji k&yi zai butai shiyi
HRX LAY RE AT AFEA K& B

These (imported) crops could grow on lands not suitable for

140
xiang shuidao hé xiaomai shéngzhang de tidi shang jinxing géngzhong,
BOKREANZZ AL A 3 B BEAT HE R,

crops like rice and wheat

141
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you bi dami zhéxié dangshi zhtyao de ndbngzudwu chichanliang yao gao hén dug,

SRR IZ L i} L RPRAEY) - B R R R Z

and yield much more than the main crops at that time, such as rice.

142
érqié hai kéyl béi yongzud zhishi.
1 e U E &

Also, they could be used as staple food.

143
Sudyi ne Qingchao shiqt de liangshi zdngchanliang shi dafudu zéngjia de.
FiT DA 75 T A S PR R £ 0 2 K P 3 1

Therefore, the total food yield during the Qing Dynasty was greatly increased,

144
Zhe jiu wei yanghuo zhdongdud rénkdu tigong le biyao de wuzhi jichu.
XN FRIE AR Z N EAE 7 W) B ALl

which provided the necessary resources to feed a large population.

145
Sudyi jiushi héping, méiydu zhanluan,
Fr DLl A& AL A AL

So peace, no wars,

146
érgié dud shéng haizi buydng jiao shui,
i 2 A2 A AR,

and the fact that there was no tax to pay for having more children,

147
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jiashang dangshi de liangshi chanliang zai zéngjia,
TN I R B AR

along with an increasing food production

148

sudyi zhége jiu daozhi le zai Qingchao shigr wdmen rénkdu jizéng.
BT DX ANl 30 1 FETE SAR AT I

led to a population boom in China during the Qing Dynasty.

149

Dui, sudyi shud ne Zhonggué de rénkdu shuliang
b PN R O DNTRE g«

Right, so the population of China

150
shi cong Qingchao chaqr de san gianwan zudyou,
e NEFIVIIR =T A4,

grew from roughly 30 million in the early Qing Dynasty

151

zai zhTthou de ér bai dud nian jian yixia zéngzhang dao le
FEZJEH 2 4ER — MRS T

to over 400 million in the late Qing Dynasty,

152
Qingmo shiqi de si yi dud rén.
THEARR RPNz 2 N .

which lasted about 200 years.

153
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Ta shi yT gé hén da hén da de kuayue.
AR KBS .

That was a huge leap.

154
W8 dangshi zai liojié dao zhihou y& shi béi zhénjing dao le.
FUBAE TR 2B E A 1.

| was shocked to learn about it as well.

155
Lingwai yT gé guanyu Zhonggud nénggou chéngweéi shijié rénkou
T AR T E GE O T A

Another factor that made China

156
diyT dagud de yinsu ne,
H— KERIEEE,

the most populous country in the world

157
jiushi qujuéyu nongye de y1 gé fazhan de yuanyin,
R AR AR  — N R R R

was the growth of agriculture

158
Yinweéi women zhidao néngye de fazhan hé yanxu
BRI A RATT 0 Al 1 R Jo N A 45

because as we know,

159
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shi xGyao daliang de laodongli de,
RHERET I,

it requires a massive labor force.

160
sudyi zai gudai jiating,
B LAE AR BE

Therefore, many families in ancient times

161
tamen hén dud hui xuanzé shéng féichang dud de haizi
AR Z ik AR 2T

chose to have many children

162
lai mibu laodongli buzu zhéme yT gé wenti.
KIRATT BN ISR IX A — A I

to make up for the problem of lack of labor.

163
Erqi& wdmen zhidao zai gudqu de shihou yilido tidojian shi bijiao ludhou de,
T B FRATRTE A I 26 I 7 2% AT 2 B8 i

In addition, we know that in the past, both medical

164
érgié weishéng tidojian yé cha,
M H AR 22,

and sanitary conditions were poor,

165
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sudyi hén dud chishéng de haizi bijiao nan nénggou zhangda chéngrén.
FT MR 2 A2 1 EEEHERE RS AR

so it was difficult for babies to grow up to adulthood.

166
Binggqié yduxié nanhai hai hui yushang qiangzhi de bingyi huozhé laoyi,
I HAT L B 00 238 b o] i S A B 971

Also, some boys were subjected to compulsory military service or hard labor,

167
sudyi dangshi de rénkéu siwangli shi bijiao gao de.
T LA I BN SBT3 LU

that’s why at that time the population mortality rate was high.

168
Na Zhongguo ne ziguyilai you ydu yang'érfanglao de chuantdng,

AR AR I B o LR A 77 LB 1L 4t

At the same time, China has a tradition of parents having children to take care of them

in their old age.

169

Pt LAE RS T 26 A A IR DLT

So being that there were limited medical resources,

170
rénmen hui zhudong de xuanzé dud shéng yixié haizi,
M B2 4 — 5T,

people would voluntarily have more children
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171
jiushi xiangyao quebao zhishao néng you y1 gé haizi
e BB R E DA — T

to ensure that at least one

172
nénggou zhangda chéngreén, érqié zuihao shi nanhai,
REBE RN, T B i 2 5 4%,

would grow up to adulthood and it was best if that one (child) was a boy

173
zhéyang kéyi lai yanxu xianghud,
XAEAT ASKAE L K

because he could continue the family line

174
rang nianlao de fumu ydusud yikao.
AR RSB T IREE

and take care his old parents.

175
Na lingwai y1 gé bijiao zhdngyao de yinsu ne shi guanyu yang haizi de chéngbén.
T3 Ah—A Ee A B EE R R R W A2 K T IR T B A

Another important factor was the cost of raising children.

176
Zai yigian ne shénghuo zai shéhui dicéng de rénijia
FE AR AL G AEAL S IR E AR

In the past, people living at the bottom of society
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177
tamen yangyu haizi de guannian jiushi néng rang haizi you fan chr,
AR B &% 7RSS RE L A e,

had the idea that raising children was only about providing them with food,

178
yodu gé yijizhichang jiu kéyi, bu xdyao jieshou tai dud de jiaoyu,
AN —HZ KT, AFREEZKLZHAE,

helping them learn a skill and they didn’t need much education.

179
jiushi nénggou chéngwéi jiali de laodongli jiu xing.
L RES BN X B 57 B 2T AT

It would be good enough if they could provide labor for the family.

180
Sudyi zhéxié jiating hui yinweéi yang haizi de chéngbén bijiao di
JIT LA 8 53 BE 22 PR N 7R £ 1 IO RSOAS BRI

So because the cost of raising children was low, these families would

181
ér xuanzé dud shéng yixie, yinwei zhé buhui shi y1 gé da de fudan.
M2 A5, FINEASRZ— DRI 7,

choose to have more and this wasn’t a big burden.

182
Ju yT gé bushi hén jilyuan de lizi,
B AR ARG T

Let me give an example that happened not long ago.
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183

wo waipd ne jiushi zai yT jit si jid nian
AMENE L EAE 1949 4

My grandmother was born in 1949

184
chishéng zai yT gé putong de nongmin jiating,
HAAE — B R R,

in an ordinary peasant family

185
ta shi jiali de laoda.
iR B K

and she was the eldest.

186
Ta jiu gén wo jiang guo shud xidoshihou yinweéi fumu yao qu ganhué
UK WP SRR N E PSP SR S 2 S pe

She told me that when she was a child, her parents had to work (in the field)

187

PO I TR G i, st — A NERAESR

and didn’t have time to look after her, so she would be left at home alone.

188
Ta dangshi jiusuan shi kiinao ya niaochuang,
=24 e B DR T RO

At that time, she would cry, pee in bed,
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189
shénzhi diao chuang dou meéiydu rén guan.
HEFRAEENE -

even fall off the bed and no one could help her.

190
Ranhou ta zhangda yidian zhthou hai xayao
RIG IR — R JRiE %

As she grew older, she needed to

191
bangzhu ta de mama lai zhaogu didi méimei.
5 Il D G G oA R J 5 26 R O

help her mother look after her younger siblings.

192
Buguo ta de xiongdiji€méi men dou meéiydu shang tai dud de xué,
ANiad o F) U o R IRA TR A B R Z %,

All her siblings didn’t attend much school

193
yinweéi nage shihou jiaoyu bushi hén béi zhongshi.
KA ARAN HR 20F A AR B A

because at that time education wasn’t emphasized.

194

Dui, shi zhéyangzi de

XF, XFETH

Right. That’s how things were.
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195
W6 mama ta nage shihou yé shi...
F 05 4t S I 42

Same with my mother.

196
jiushi fumu yé shi hui chaqu gan néonghud,
AR SCERILR 4 1 ARG,

Her parents also needed to work in the field.

197
ranhou yinwei wd ma ta bushi Idaoda ma,
SR R R R U it AN A2 22 KR

Since my mother wasn’t the oldest,

198
ta shangmian haiydu jiéjie gén gége
a1 A A G AR ER A A

she had older sisters and brothers,

199
suodyi ta bushi wd waipd zhaogu de,
It ASt AN & 3R AR BT

my grandmother didn’t take care of her.

200
érshi bi ta da liu sui de jigjie méitian béizhe ta,
T2 bt K 7S % i HAH B R 1 6 b,

Instead, her sister who was 6 years older, looked after her
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201
béi guolai béi gudqu, zhaogu ta.
Bk L, o,

and would carry her around on her back.

202
W0 ma tamen yé shi dangshi zaijia limian hui gan hén dud nénghuo,
FRAEARAT 2 2 I AE 5 BT 2 1R 2 0,

My mother and her siblings would do a lot of farm work.

203
ranhou hai hui qu zhaokan y1 zht niu,
NRic £ WE R4,

She even raised a cow

204
ranhou laoda hai hui qu shanshang kan chai shénmede zhézhdng hud.
R G RIE 22 EIREEA A [RIX M .

and her older siblings would go to the mountains to get wood (for cooking).

205
Ni ganggang jiangdao jiaoyu weénti, xiang wdé mama haiydu ta de jiémei men,
PRI RIE0E R, RIS UDIE A W B AH AR

You mentioned education. My mother and her sisters

206
dou shi méiydu shang guo xué de, yT gé zi dou bu rénshi.
A bk, —AFEANR,

didn’t go to school and don’t recognize any Chinese characters.
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207
Ranhou ta de gége gén didi men jiu shang guo kénéng ji nian
SR )5 b AR AR R G S ATt i Rl e LA

But her brothers probably went to

208
shang guo xidoxué liang san nianji zhéyangzi
i N AR R T

primary school for 2 to 3 years.

209
Qishi wo juéde nage shidai
F AR AA AR

In fact, | think

210
hén dud de jiating shenghuo de qingkuang dou shi zhéyang de
IR 22 1 5 B A 0 A 10 R IR

many families in that era lived like this

211
yinwéi nage shihou quéshi Zhonggud de shenghud zhiliang dou bu gao,
BT DA A IR S o [ 7 A 35 o R AN v

because the quality of life in China at that time was generally not high

212
yinwéi zhénggé gudjia dou bijiao pinqgiong.
PO B R LA 5

and the country as a whole was relatively poor.
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213

Jiu xian bu tan zhiliang le,
oA RTE T,

Forget about quality (of life).

214
shouxian jiushi chibdo fan zhége wénti dou shi yT gé nanti!
T S NZ AR A ] R S — A s !

Even getting enough food was a problem!

215

W ting wo nainai shud guo tamen hui chi nage kang,

TR GGt i AbA T 2 n A,

| heard from my grandmother that at that time, they would eat husk powder made from

rice.

216
ni zhidao shénme shi kang ma?
PRFNTEAT 2 FE ) 2

Do you know what that is?

217
Shi shu de? | Bu... women xianzai chi de shi dami dui ba?
TR | AN IRATILAE e R KR e ?

Is it from a tree? | No. We eat rice, right?

218

danshi nage daogu ta waimian shi you yicéng nage huang yansé de nage ké
(ESEIATEA B AN — 2 A B G R BA5E

The outer layer of the rice is a yellow shell (called husk).
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219
A, wo zhidao ni shud de shi shénme le!
MR, RN R UL P4 T

Ah, | understand what you are talking about now!

220
Dui, ranhou kang jiushi nage ké mo chéng fén, | Mingbai le
XF, SRJERR R T B o, | WIE T

Right, so husk powder is the grounded shell | | see.

221
bénlai shi géi zh chide, xianzai shi yonglai wéi zha de.
KHRFELFEVZIT, DAL IS T RIRAE T -

which originally was used to feed pigs and still is.

222
ranhou dangshi tamen shi shizai shi tai pingiong le,
RGBS AT R SEAE R KT ST T

At that time, they were so poor that

223

méiyou fan chi, méiydu mifan, sudyi zhinéng cht kang
BAWIZ, BAKW, APl A ferm

they had no rice to eat. So they had to eat the husk powder.

224

huozhé shi jiusuan you mi dehua,
B R A K,

Even if they did have rice,
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225
kénéng jiushi yT xido ba mi zhu yT dagud zhou,
AT REAL S —/IMEK R — Kok,

they could only used a small amount to cook a large pot of porridge

226
ranhou dajia jiushi hé nage shui, mi shui, kéyi zhéme jiang.
IRIE RGN, KK, ALK A

and everyone would eat the soup. It was mostly water with a little rice.

227
Mingbai, ni zhéyang y1 shud wd jiu xiangqilai wo waip6 tamen...
WIE, PRIZAE— U R AR R B AN A AT

| know. What you said reminded me that

228
ta shi jingli guo san nian ziranzaihai de,
i 28 i =4 AR FE I,

my grandmother experienced the three years of natural disaster

229
ta jiu shud nage shihou tamen dajia dou shi méishénme chr,
A A R ABAT TR KA A A,

and she said that since they had nothing to eat,

230

ranhou dou cht shupi,

IR HRIE AN B

they would eat tree barks.
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231

jit zhén de shi ba nage shupi bao xialai, géi ta niansui,
PR AR IEIA B BRI TR, 4 B iR,

Really! They would peel off the bark, crush it

232
nong chéng nazhéng fénmo ma,
Fr B AR

ground it into powder

233
ranhou zai ba ta géi zud chéng chri de.
G FHE B S HURRIZ Y .

and then, cook it.

234
Qishi chiwan zhthou changwéi hui hén nanshou ma
sz 58 2 J5 W B 2 AR ME 32 Uik

Actually, after eating it, they would get upset stomachs

235
jiushi tamen hén nan qu paibian a zhéyang
AL ARARAT AR ME 25 HEAE IR A

and develop constipation.

236

Sudyi shud Zhongguo houlai néng céng er zhanhou de wa yi rén zudyou

T LA R [ 5 SR BE N R Y T N A

The reason China’s population was able to grow from 500 million after the second war
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237

zéngzhang dao rujin de shisi yi duo
ih SR I /e 2

to 1.4 billion today

238

hai zaiyu érshi shiji xiaban yeé fashéng de sanci ying'érchao.

IEAET 20 R AR AR =R B L o

was also due to three baby booms that occurred in the second half of the 20th

century.

239
Shduxian zai y1 jid si jit nian Zhonggud... Xin Zhdngguod gang chéngli bujid,
HAETE 1949 FEhE... Hrd ENIERSIA A,

First, not long after the new China was founded in 1949,

240
zhéngfu jiu kaishi tutxing guli shéngyu de zhéngcé
BUR BT GG HEAT Sl 2E B HIBUR

the government began to implement policies to encourage fertility

241
yinwei zai Erzhan hé jiéfang zhanzhéng zhizhdng ydu daliang de rén siwang,
PRISAE A B0 5 2 A KR AT,

because there were many people that died in World War Il and in the war of liberation.

242
xdyao xin de sheéngming lai weéichi rénkdu de fazhan.
B R AR AR N TR
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We needed more people to sustain our population development.

243
YTnci ne zai wushi niandai,
R e 7E T H4EAK,

Therefore in the 50s,

244

y1 gé jiating zhishao dou shi yao ybu si wu gé haizi.
— A FpERDHFREA N AT

each family had at least 4-5 kids.

245
Name zai zhé ci de ying'érchao zhong,
W AFEIZ IR ) Ll

In this baby boom,

246
Zhonggud de rénkdu zéngzhanglli ddu dadao le baifénzht sanbai.
HER N DK REA R T H S =H,

China’s population growth rate reached 300%.

247

Xiang wo nainai jiu shéng le shiyt tai,
BRYYHA T+ 05,

My grandmother gave birth 11 times

248
you shi er gé haizi, yinwéi qizhong y1 tai shi longféngtai.
A+ 2T, POSH P —R2 AR,
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for a total of 12 kids because one of the times was with twins (boy and girl).

249
Danshi zhénzhéng cunhud xialai de zhiydu qr ge,
B2 HIEAFIE TR AAEA,

However, only seven survived.

250

sudyi ydu jiangjin yiban de xidohai shi méiydu yangda de.
FT DA R — 2 INMZ R BCH TR K

So nearly half of the children didn’t make it.

251
Tamen yaome jiushi débing si le haiydu de jiushi esi le.
AT EE 2 R R AR T IEH 2 AL T

They either died of iliness or starved to death.

252
Ranhou wo waipod yé shéng le haoxiang yé ydu q1 ba ge.
WRIGRANEW A T IR BAE L\

My grandmother from my mother’s side also had 7-8 babies.

253
Nage niandai zhén de jiushi wdmen yéye nainai na y1 béi de rén
IAFEARE R R ATT DI —FERA

People from our grandparent’s generation

254
tamen shéng haizi shi méiydu xianzhi de.
AbAN A 4% A R A Y
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had no limits as to how many kids they could have.

255
Zui youyisi de shi wd nainai huaiyun de shihou,
S EENSnNPRE R L A RET R R T

What was really interesting is that when my grandmother was pregnant,

256
w0 de dabo de laop6 yé zai huaiyun.
AR 2 AR

the wife of my oldest uncle (her son) was also pregnant.

257
Jiushi ta dao le hén da nianling hai zai shéng haizi,
SR E] AR KFER IS T

She was still having babies when she was much older

258
ranhou ta érzi de 1aopo yé zai huaiyun.
IR )L T2 AR A

and at the same time that her son’s wife was also having babies.

259
Qishi ganjué hén bukésiyi, danshi ta quéshi shi zhénshi cunzai de. | Dui
HSRBGEARA T, (HREHSE HSEAFAER . | X

This is really unbelievable, but it did happen. | Right.

260
Erqié& jiushi zai yTjiti liu ér nian san nian ziranzaihai jiéshu zhihou ne,
1M HLAtE A 1962 £ =4 BRI HE LR L5,
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In 1962, after the three-year natural disaster had ended,

261
di'érci ying'érchao jiu kaishi le,
5B T

the second baby boom started,

262
sudyi tamen gishi xianggé de haishi man jin de.
JIT LAEAT T S AR R PR 2 2130 ) o

and so the two baby booms were actually pretty close.

263
Nage shihou zai zhege ying'érchao zhong
TR AE XA 22 ) L o

In this second baby boom,

264

Zhongguo de rénkou chishéng rénshu
SHELOPNEEIE N i

the number of births

265
shi zai yT it lit san nian dadao le jiangjin san gidnwan de dingféng de,
FefE 1963 FIEF| 1R =T 77 BT,

peaked in 1963, reaching nearly 3 million

266
ta bi xianzai hén dud gudjia de zéngrénkdu shuliang dou yao dud.
EHINARZHFH SN OHEHEL
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which is larger than the total population of many countries today.

267
Nage shihou guéminjingji gingkuang zhujian kaishi haozhuan,
TIRAN I [ RO 22 B 17 0L 3B T U i 4 »

At that time, the economy gradually began to improve

268
rénmen shéngyu de yiyuan bijiao gao,
MTAEE R,

and so people’s willingness to have children was relatively high.

269

zai jiazht dangshi dazhong shi quéefa
FHINZ I KARAE 8=

On top of that, the public lacked

270
biyun de yixié zhishi hé shéuduan de,
T AP — LB AR N T B

knowledge and the means for contraception at that time,

271
sudyi zai shi nian zhizhong chishéng de rénkdu dadao le jin ér dian liu yi,
FrfE R AR RS T 2.6 14,

so the number of births in 10 years reached nearly 260 million,

272
zhége jiu rang dangshi Zhongguo rénkdu de zdngshu
AL 2 N S 2
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which made the total population of China

273
zéngzhang dao le jin jiu yi rén.
S SES S U K AN

grow to nearly 900 million at that time.

274

Sudyi zai zhé y1 ci ying'érchao zhong
T AEIX — IR L

So, during this baby boom

275
Zhongguo de rénkdu shi zéngzhang le féichang dud de.
SHELYNIBPLS: 5 S| E 41U P

China’s population grew a lot.

276

Na dang zhé y1 ci ying'ércho zhong
AR 2X— k8 L

When people born in the first

277
yiji diyT bo ying'érchao zhong de chishéng de rénqun men
AR 5 — ) L A R HE AR AT

and the second baby boom

278
jinru shéngyu nianling de shihou, yé&jiushi zai bashi hé jiushi niandai,
BENA B FEE RIS, Mg/ AL,
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reached their reproductive age, which was in the 80s and 90s,

279

di san ci ying'érchao jiu kaishi le.
=L TITIE T

the third baby boom began.

280

Suiran dangshi yijing quanmian puji dushéngzind zhéngce,

BEARAIN O AT ST LUK,

Although the one-child policy had been fully implemented at that time,

281
Zhongguo méinian chishéng de rénkdushu yiran
AR H AR N TR AR

the number of people born each year in China continued

282

shi cong baliu nian de liang gian san baiwan zudyou
M 86 FEHIM T =1 I EA

to grow from roughly 23 million in 1986

283

chixu zéngzhang dao le jitl ling nian de jin san gianwan.
PR K37 90 L =T /i«

to nearly 30 million in 1990.

284
Dangshi bushi yijing zai kongzhi rénkou,
AR AR,
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Weren’t we already trying to control our population

285
bingqié chatai le zhége y1 tai zhéngcé ma?
HHHE TR —REER?

with the introduction of the one-child policy?

286
Zénme hai hui yéu zhége ying'érchao,
BABEARNEILE,

Why did we still get a baby boom

287
hui you rénkdéu shangshéng de zhége qushi ne?
A NE BT AN E S ?

and a trend of population increase?

288
Qishi yuanyin jiushi shouxian wdémen ké&yi xiang yixia,
H R g & e AT LU — T,

Actually the reason is... First, let’s think about this.

289
gangcai women tidao de di'ér bo ying'érchao zhong,
W AT T4 2 ) 28 — 8 )L

In the second baby boom,

290
chishéng de rénkdu jiu you ér dian liu yi zhéme dud.
HARANOEA 26 0XA%.
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there were as many as 260 million people born.

291
Sudyi dang zhéme dud de rén kaishi shéng haizi,
P A A Z W ATHIRAE T

So when this many people started having children (around the same time),

292
jiusuan méi geé jiating zhi shéng y1 gé haizi,
AN FERE DT

even if each family only had one child,

293
na chashéng de rén yé hui shi xiangdang dud de,
PN RSP Ry EESE AR

the number of new born babies would still be big.

294
na rugud meiyou zhége zhéngce na kénding shi hui géng dud.

AR BA RN BT ERZEZL

So if it wasn’t for this (one-child) policy, the number would certainly be even larger.

295
Na haiyou y1 gé yuanyin jiushi zai di san ci ying'érchao zhong ne,
HRIEAT —A S PR A e 2 58 = 82 ) L Hh g,

Another reason is that in the third baby boom,

296
hén dud de fumu tamen haishi shénshou
1R 2 I A BHAT 138 72 VR 52
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many parents were still deeply influenced

297
Zhonggud zhdngnangingnii chuantdng sixidng de yingxiang de,
Hh [ 59 4% Lot G AR R s 11

by the traditional Chinese ideology of valuing boys over girls

208
sudyi tamen xiwang néng zhishao you yT gé érzi lai chuanzongjiedai. | Dui
PRl m R B — LTRSS | X

and so, they would want at least one boy to carry on their lineage. | Right.

299
Jibian dangshi shéngzhi jiankang de zhishi
V{3 225 Psf A4 B i 1) AR

So even when knowledge of reproductive health

300
hé biyun de cudsht yijing shi xiangdui puji le,
TR 2 () Tt L2 R AN A TS

and contraceptive measures were popularized,

301
réngran haiydu hén dud fumu, youqgishi zai xiangctn diqd
TISREFIRZ LB, JCHIEAE 2 M HhIX

many Chinese parents, especially in rural areas still

302
xuanzeé buduan de shéng haizi, zhidao shéngchd nanhai lai.
EEEAWHAEZ T, HBIET TR,
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chose to keep having babies until they got a boy.

303
Shi de, wdmen nar jiushi.
R, FATIBILE S -

Yes, that's how it was in my hometown.

304
Qishi women nage shéngfén Jiangxi shéng
FsR AT B L IE

Actually, my home province, Jiangxi

305
shi chi le ming de zhong nan qing nii de ma.
et 144 TR

is well-known for attaching greater importance to sons over daughters.

306
Suiran dangshi shi bu yinxu shéng liang ge haizi,
AR AR ENNEZT

Although it was not allowed to have two children at that time,

307
danshi gishi shi ydu hén dud jiating tamen shi maozhe béi fakuan de fengxian
(B HL SR IR 22 SR AT B 45 110 3k XU

there were actually many families who risked being fined

308
ér qu shéng di'ér tai shénzhi shi ydu shéng di san tai de,
MEAS a2 R—AHEE =R,
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to have a second or even a third baby.

309
haiyou yixie kénéng... wo ting guo dan wd bu queding shibushi zhén de,
A —erge... T ERATE A REL,

| heard that some people... but | am not sure if it's true,

310
jiushi yduyixié rén ta kénéng hui qu nazhdng héi ytyuan
HUEAH — 22 N AT RE 2 25 M TR EE e

some people might've gone to some kind of underground hospital

311
jiao héi zhénsud qu zud nage xingbié jianding,
N B4 i R AOB A1) 2552

or clinic to check their baby’s sex

312
kan nage huai shang de tai'ér shi nan shi nd.
EBATH ERa L2 2%

to see if the baby was male or female.

313
Ragud shi nii dehua, k&néng tdmen hui ba ta géi duo dido.
WRSE L HTE, TR a5 B B

If it was female, they might have it aborted.

314
Dui, yixié jiating shénzhi hui zai shéngxia ni'ér zhthou
X, —HRELBESEA TR
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Right. Some family would even

315

jiu zhijie jiang ta géi paoqi diao
5B It 25 4 7 4
abandon the baby girl

316
Dui | huozhé shuo shi ba ta sdng dao gu'éryuan,
XF | B T Ak B A LR

Right. | or send her to an orphanage.

317
Tamen hui ningyuan shoudao falli de chéngfa yé& yao jixt huai haizi,
AbAT 2 e B 52 B A ) A T AR SR T

They would rather be punished by the law and continue having babies

318

zhidao shéngchd nanhai lai.
HEEW B R,

until they got a boy.

319
W06 dangshi wo shénbian de hén dud gingi jiu ydu zhége gingkuang,
I I B L IR 2 28 MUt A IXAME L

Many of my relatives at that time also faced this situation.

320
hén dud rén zhén de jiushi zhéngfu hui dao tamen jia lai, y1 gé shi fakuan Ia,
IRZ NEHIRBUN 2 EHMATZR, — A2 1K,
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Government workers went to their home and gave them a fine

321
meéiydu gian jiu ba tamen de dongxi banzdu chai wading shénmede.
A R AT AT TR AR D A B 2 ThA T4 1

or took their stuff and torn down their roof if they didn’t have money to pay (the fine).

322

Dui, zhén de ydu zhéyang de shiqging fashéng.
Xt HHA R FE A .

Yes, such things really did happen.

323
W waipé de liang gé méimei
FRAME ) PN IR Ok

My grandmother’s two younger sisters

324

dou shi zai maoxian shéng le san dao si gé ni'ér zhihou,
HRERERA T =2 L)L )G,

both had 3 to 4 girls

325
hai jixu qu... zuizhong shéngchi nanhai cai tingzhi shéngyu.
Wk RAER B EAIFIEAT.

and continued until they had a boy.

326
Zongjié yixia laijiang dehua ne, jiushi zhé sanci ying'érchao zhihou,
SEE— TR, BRI =R S,
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To sum it up, after the three baby booms,

327
Zhongguo rénkdu zéngshu jiu yijing chaoguo le shi'ér yi le,
HEA DS O el 72T,

the total population of China exceeded 1.2 billion,

328

binggié zai ér ling ling si nian zéngzhang dao le shisan yi.
3 HLAE 2004 EKF] T+ =12,

and in 2004 it grew to 1.3 billion.

329

Er ling yT yT nianmo kaishi shisht shuangdu ér hai zhéngcé hou,

2011 AR TFIE St XU — ZBOR S

At the end of 2011, we implemented the dual one-child policy

Note: This policy enabled a couple to have two kids if each parent was the only child

in their family.

330
méinian de rénkou chashéng rénshu kaishi ydusud shangshéng.
RN A NEOT A Fr LT T

and the number of births every year began to rise.

331

Zai ér ling y1 liu nianchi quanmian kaifang értai zhthou ne,
£ 2016 SEHI 4TI — a2 5 Ve,

After the two-child policy was fully implemented in 2016,

332
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dangnian de chidshéng rénkdushu jiu zéngzhang dao le jin yT gian ba baiwan,
BER B AN OB KRS TE—T\A A,

the number of births that year increased to nearly 18 million.

333
sudyi ne Zhongguéd de rénkdu zongshu hén kuai
FiT AW H [ N BB R R

So the total population of China soon

334

jiu zai ér ling yT jit nian dadao le shi si yi zhéme dud.
FUE 2019 A H] 7 H IR A% .

reached 1.4 billion in 2019.

335
Na shuo wan le Zhongguo shi rahé y1 bu bu chéngwéi
AU TE 1 o R ] — 258 N

After talking about how China became

336
shijié di yT rénkdu dagud zhthou ne,
HAFE - ANOKEZ G,

the most populous country in the world,

337
xiamian women jiuyao lai lido yixia woémen jintidan de zhlyao de huati,
T A TR R — T 3RA T4 R A 3 B 1 A,

let’s talk about our main topic today

338
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y&jiishi Zhdngguo rénkdu de chishénglli wéishénme hui xigjiang?
Wt E N DR AR A T RE?

which is, why the birth rate in China is now declining.

339
Na diyT gé beijing yinsu ne
TR — A SR R

The first factor

340
shi yU gongyé de fazhan hé yilido tiaojian de tishéng yduguan.
725 TR R R ST 2RI A 6.

is related to industry development and the improvement of medical conditions.

341

Zai yTjiu g1 ba nian gaigékaifang zhthou,
1E 1978 FEHCEI N )5

After the reform and opening up in 1978,

342

Zhongguo de gongye jiu dédao le jisu de fazhan,
SRR CEINE=Su gy a8

China’s industry developed rapidly

343
ershi shijimo gi ne Zhonggud jiu zhujian cong néngye jingji wéizhu

At SRR e A IR MR 22 N

and starting from the end of the 20" century, China gradually transformed from an

agricultural economy
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344
zhuanbian wéi gongyeé jingji weizhu,
AN TAE TN E,

to an industrial economy.

345
sudyi you daliang laizi ndbngciin de nidngingrén
FT DA R R H AR R

So, a substantial amount of young people from the countryside

346
tamen hui yong xiang chéngshi zai gongchang gongzuo.
AT T2 I T AE L) LA

flocked to cities to work in factories.

347
Erqgié néngye xiandaihua yé yiwéizhe zai jixié de bangzhu xia,
T B A IR BB E LN FE BT,

Moreover, agricultural modernization meant that with the help of machinery,

348
yT gé néngmin jiating bu xdyao daliang de laodongli
—MRERFEAFEKRER 75 )

a farmer’s family didn’t need a lot of labor

349
lai jinxing nongyé shéngchan,
RAAT AL A,

for agricultural production.
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350
sudyi ne xiangcln diqu de rénmen buzai xiang yigian nayang
FT CAWE 2 X ) AATTAS FR-AR BB

So people in rural areas, unlike before,

351
xdyao dud shéng yixié haizi lai buchong jiali de rénli.
T RN K AT

no longer needed to have more babies to supplement the (agricultural) manpower.

352
Erqi& suizhe yilido tidojian de tishéng,
1M H B8 BT %A i3RIt

In addition, with the improvement of medical conditions,

353
ying'ér de siwanglli y& shi zai dafu de xiajiang,
BLRIFE T A A KM T B,

infant mortality rate also dropped drastically.

354

rénmen yé jitl bu xdyao kao dud shéng haizi 1ai tigao jitishi houdai de cinhudli.
MATHRA TR ZEE 2 A 27 KRR it 2 R AR AR S

People no longer needed to have more children to improve the survival rate of their

offspring.

355

Sudyi di san ci ying'érchao zhihdu ne,
BT LSS =k B2 ) L 2 Je e

So after the third baby boom,
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356
quanguo de rénkdu chishéngll jiu yijing kdishi manman de xiajiang le.
A EMN L HARR AT REE M T T .

the birth rate in China had already started to slowly decline.

357
Sudyi shud gishi rugudéshud méiydu zhége yi tai zhéngce,
P CA U HL SE R R XA — IRBUK,

So in fact, even without the one-child policy,

358

nage rénkdu de chishénglii
HIAS N H AR 2R

the birth rate

359

yé buhui xiang wu lit shi niandai name xunméng de, dui ba?
WASAR TN TR AR, X ?

wouldn’t go up as fast as it did in the 50s and the 60s, right?

360
Xiang ni ganggang jiang de zhége nongyé jingji ranhou zhuan weéi gongye jingji,

BARMINITF R IEA O 22558 i ey Tl 2835

Like you just said, when we transformed our economy from agricultural to industrial,

361

zhége jiushi y1 gé ziran'érran de hui...
AR E R A2

it was a natural trend that
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362

EET RS TR A%,

the number of babies born would decline.

363
Dui, ta zai hén dud gudjia dou nénggou kandao leishi de y1 gé fazhan qashi,
XF, EAEIRZ E AR E PR — DR RS,

Right. You can see a similar trend in many other countries

364
jiushi zhan zai rénléi de rénkdu fazhan de y1 gé chang hé zhizhong lai kan dehua,
AR BEFE NN HR I — MK 2 R 1 -

if you look at the history of human population development.

365
Na di'ér gé rénkdu chashéngll xiajiang de yuanyin ne
R AN N AR 2T BRI S PR e

The second reason for the decline in the birth rate

366
shi yU jihuashéngyu zhéngcé yduguan de.
s 51 R EORA K I .

is related to the family planning policy.

367

Zhongguo shi zai yT jit gi y1 nian kaishi tuixing jihuashéngyu zhéngce,
HE R AE 1971 ST IRHEAT TR A B UK,

China started to implement the family planning policy in 1971,
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368
youyi lai jianhuan rénkdu kuaisu de zéngzhang,
A ERIRZEN H PR 3G,

with the intention to slow down the rapid population growth.

369
dushéngzinli zhéngceé ne shi zai yT jiti ba ér nian béi quéding wéi jibén gudce,
WAL FLBUORWE AR TE 1982 -4 fff e A E 55

In 1982, the one-child policy was established as a basic national policy,

370
gutding méi geé jiating jiu zhinéng shéng y1 gé haizi.
ME B FBEM R BEE — M%7

stipulating that each family could only have one child.

371
Yucitongshi ne shéngzhi jiankang hé biyun de xiangguan zhishi yu tujing
5 1 ] BRF e A= ik R AFRE 2 PR A O AR AR

Meanwhile, the knowledge and methods of reproductive health and contraception

372
zai quanguo yé shi béi kaishi dédao tuiguang hé puji.
54 [t REAIT IR 15 2UHE A K.

had also been promoted and popularized throughout the country.

373

Erqi& hén dud nlixing y& jinxing le jiéza shéushu,
1M HAR 2 kAT T 454LFR,

Moreover, many women underwent ligation,
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374
dangshi dudtai yé shi héfa de,
N EE R VA,

and abortion at that time was legal.

375
sudyi shud rénmen shi ydu dudzhdng fangfa hé tujing
P AU AT R E 2 fh 07 ik &A%

So people had a variety of methods and ways

376
lai shixian biyun hé anquan liuchan de,
K S 2 R 22 A IR

to achieve contraception and safe abortion

377
zhé yé jiu rang gudjia dui rénkdu de zéngzhang
LR E SO N S K

which made it easier for the country to control

378

jinxing kongzhi biande géngijia kéxing.
BEATHE | AR A3 B AT 47 .

its population growth.

379

Dui de, wa jide jiushi ling wod yinxiang bijiao shénké de yT mu
X, FAC a2 L IEN R ILEIRZI — %%

Right, one scene that left a deep impression on me
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380
jiushi wé ma zai shéng wan wo di zhihou ma,
WL R SE A 2 JE W

is after my mother gave birth to my younger brother,

381
ta jiu béi dai qu zuo zhege jieéza shoushu, ranhou ta huilai de shihou,
AT B MOX AN EESLFAR, IR 5 b [BR A%

she was taken to get tubal ligation and when she came back,

382
wo dangshi cai wu sui de yangzi ba,
T A TS IR T,

| was only five or six years old at the time,

383
ranhou wo jiu kandao ta tang zai y1 zhang nazhdng
IR 5 FRUE Bt G E — KIS A

| saw her lying on a

384
hén ying de zhuzi zud de chuang shangmian,
ARBE )T TS PR LT

very hard bed made from bamboo

385

céng yT liang sanlunché shangmian tai xialai.
Ml =% TR H K.

being carried down from a three-wheel vehicle.
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386
Daoxianzai wd dou gingchu de jide na yT mu.
FIPAEIATE AL — R

To this day, | still remember it vividly.

387
W& ma hai gén wo jiang guo jiu ta zai huai shang wo di de shihou a,
TR PRI A b AR 8 56 P B A B

My mother also told me that when she was pregnant with my brother,

388
nahuir bushi hui ydu zhuanmén de rényuan
WA RSELTIRANR

there were special personnel

389
zai dajié shang qu zhua nazhdng hudiyun de nlixing | Dui
FERAE L BIURFRZ L | R

on the street to arrest pregnant women | Right.

390
kan tamen shi héfa de haishi wéifa de.
AT BRI i d vk .

and check if their pregnancy was legal.

391

Ranhou dangshi wé ma jiu chiimén shud yao qu zudché
SR JE I B Al ] EE R AR R

At that time, my mother went to take a bus
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392
zud dao zhén shang qu maidongxi ma, ranhou jiu béi rén zhua dao le
ALFIEE B SRR, SRJE R A A3 T

in order to go downtown to shop, and she was arrested.

393

zuihou xingkut shi wd ma dangshi yijing ban le zhége zhunshéngzhéng,
5 3T RGN © & S T IXANEARIE,

But luckily, my mother already had a birth permit

394
jiushi yinwéi wdmen lia xiangcha de suishu yijing fuhé le tamen de yaoqiu,

A RO BT TIARZZ (10 8 B D 275 & 7 AT 2K,

because the age difference between me and my brother met their requirement (which

was a 5 year gap),

395
jit meiyou béi dadiao.
IRV ESE S ERE

so he wasn’t aborted.

396

Rugudshud méiydu zhége zhéng dehua, gaji wo di jiu hui bei liu diao.
IR VLB XA UERI TS, S TR A s .

Without the permit, my brother would probably had been aborted.

397
Haiyou yT gé bijiao yduyisi de dian, wo jide wd ma gén wd jiang de,
A —NHEEEBR A, RicHIRE RN,
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| remember my mother told me another interesting story.

398

ta shud zhéxié zhua nazhdng wéifa huaiyun de rén hén zhuanyé de,

At i I LEPTOIR Fe i PR 2 Y NAR L 1,

She said that those who were trying to catch illegal pregnant women were very

“professional”.

399
yinwei youyixié huaiyun de rén ta hui shitu qu yangai ta huaiyun de hénji ma,
KA — Re PR 22 (1) N b 2k P 25 40 i b PR 22 ) TR 2

Some pregnant women would try to cover it up by

400
birashud chuan kuansong de yifu ya,
EE AR5 5 R AR FA R 5

wearing loose clothes, for example.

401
danshi tamen... jiushi nénggou yiyan jiu kéyi | Shi de
{ERAA... SRR —IRFATLL | J2H)..

But they could take one look and... | Yes.

402

kan chadlai ma? | Dui, ni zhidao tamen z&€nme kan de ma?
BHRE? | X, RETEMATE LB R ?

Could tell? | Right, and you know how they did it?

403
BirGshud zhéngchang méiydu huaiyun de nlixing,

mandarincorner.org 68



The Alarming Decline in China's Birth Rate
U BT LE 3 A RS Lt

For example, women who are not pregnant

404
ta de xidongbu shi bijiao liting de ma
At P 8 5 2 B A5 HE R

usually have firm breasts,

405
ranhou tamen jit zhuanmén kan nazhdng... huai le yun de nlixing
IRIEHAT L TIE AR ... IR T 2Lt

so they would look specifically for pregnant women

406
ta de nage xiongbu shaowéi hui youyidian da huozhé shi xiachui,
At RN BB A o A — s K e 2 T 3,

who would have bigger or saggy breasts.

407
tamen jiu kan zhéxié, wd kandao ni xiongbu xiachui,
AT A XL, FRAE BIRMES T &,

If they saw someone with these signs,

408
ni k&néng... jiushi yduké&néng shi huaiyun de.
TRATRE... WURA P REZ PR .

(they would suspect) that the woman was possibly pregnant.

409
Wa, zhén de méiydu xiangdao hui you zhéyang de yT geé jigiao,
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M, PRI BB AT IR I — T,

Wow, | really didn’t expect that there would be such a technique

410
érqgié hai zai shijian zhong zhéyang de shiyong.
7 ELIEAE S ke P IR R 1

and was being used in practice.

411
Na jiexialai women kéyi shud yixia di san gé xiangguan de yinsu,
TR N RFATAT AU — 2B =AM 3,

Next, we will talk about the third reason

412
zhé shi guanyu yang haizi de yali fangmian de.
KRR T IR T IR T -

and this is about the pressure of raising a child.

413
Zai Zhongguo zhubu fuyu gilai zhihou ne,
1EH EIZ D B Mk 2 5 e,

After China gradually became richer,

414
rénmen kaishi géngjia zhuzhong gérén de shénghud zhiliang
MNAVTFG6 SE I F AN N A 35 T

people began to pay more attention to the quality of life,

415
hé jiating de youshéng you yu,
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MERERIRANE

prenatal and postnatal care.

416
érqié céng gérén dao gudjia jiaoyu dou shi bei géngjia de zhongshi gilai de.
T H AN N F B 5 30E #0218 S0 Dt AR A

Also, from the individual to the state, education was being more emphasized.

417
Na suizhe shéngyu hé yangyu haizi chéngbén de buduan de tishéng,
HRBEAE LB TR E &1 A AR i T

But as the cost of raising a child continued to increase,

418
hén dud chéngshi jiating tamen hui zhidong de xuanzé zhi shéng y1 gé haizi,
IRZ I K EEMA1 2 E i 8 LA — AT

many urban families would voluntarily choose to have only one child

419
yinweéi zheyang dehua, tamen jiu kéyi you zugou de jingji ztyuan
BRI RER T, ATt T LA 2 0% i 22 5 B

because this way, they could allocate sufficient economic resources

420
lai rang haizi dédao géng hao de jiaoyu yiji gérén de fazhan.
KL TR LRI LA NHA R .

to provide the child with better education and personal development.

421
Wbmen dou zhidao Zhongguo de xiaohai
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AT T /N %

We all know that Chinese children

422
jiushi céngxiao jit yao xuéxi gezhdng caiyi,
R NN 2] & R A 2

need to learn all kinds of skills from an early age,

423
birushud xiang huihua ya, wudao ya yuéqi zhéxie,
P anipifg 4o g SRSV R A X L,

such as painting, dancing and playing musical instruments.

424
érqié shangxué de shihou hai yao bao kéwai buxiban
1M H B2 Il ZEAR RSN S BE

Also while they attend school, they have to take extracurricular classes

425
lai tishéng ge ké de chéng;ji.
RILTH & B S -

to improve their grades in various subjects.

426
W& xidoshihou jiushi xué le Ladingwu, haiydu érhu,
EERANINE 73y s S AR IS 7 A = i P

When | was a kid, | learned Latin dance, played the Erhu

427
erqgié houlai hai bao le xiang Yingyu ya shuxué zhexié de kéwai buxiban.
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i FLJG AR T (R 4 3 S (A ST BE.

and later signed up for extracurricular classes like English and math.

428
W4 zhigian bénlai ziji xiang xué guzhéng,
L ATARE OB,

| originally wanted to learn the koto,

429
jiushi yinweéi zhdngzhdng yuanyin ba,
SIS PR g A iR R

but for various reasons,

430
zuihou jiu xué le erha, y1 xué jiushi xué le hao dud nian.
BEE T2, Ry T2 .

| learned the Erhu and | did it for many years.

431
Ni xianzai hui tdn ma?
PRILAE 25 2

Can you play it now?

432
Hui de, yinwei jichu lian le hén jia,
=i, BUOYZERESR TIRA

Yes. Since | practiced it for a long time and laid a foundation,

433
sudyi zhége shi jirdu jiyi, jiu wang bu diao de,
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FFLLE A UAENZ, SR

| have muscle memory and it’s hard to forget.

434
Buguo wd wudao shi zhén de xihuan,
AN IR IR e EL B

| really enjoyed dancing,

435
danshi érhu xidoshihou shi ki zhe xué da de,
H & /IS 2 B3G5 R,

but | learned Erhu while crying.

436
jiushi gang kaishi shi tai nan le, zhén de xué bu xiaqu.
HERIT a2 KAE T, HHAA T %,

It was really difficult at the beginning and I just couldn’t grasp it.

437
Shi ma? Shi shéi bt ni, ydurén bT ni xué ma?
AN ? EHEER, A NERFG?

Really? Did anyone force you to learn it?

438
W6 mama ya, ta yé bushi bt wo, jiushi ta jiandd wo
Wi, AR IER, R IR

My mother. Well, she didn’t force me, but she supervised me.

439
Ta zud zai wo pangbian ting zhe wo la zhe
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bl A 7 035 07 2 TRk

She sat next to me and listened to me play

440

gén sha zha yiyang shéngyin de érhu.

PR —FEA E I s

the Erhu which sounded like a pig being killed.

441
Xiangdao érhud wd jiu hui lian xiangdao xiaoshihou
83 Bt S BR AR E /N fi

| always associate the Erhu with

442
woOmen nabian ban zangli de shihou, jiushi...
AV IPFRALKI %, WA

funerals held in my hometown when | was a child, it was like this.

443
ranhou jiu juéde sirén le de ganjué
RIFELEARFEN T B

It feels as if someone has just died.

444
Dui! Hén béishang, dui ba? | Zhén de shi
XU ARG, WTIE? | EMZ

Yes! It's very sad, right? | True!

445
Shi, wd yT kaishi dui érhu de yinxiang jiushi zhéyang,
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R, R I ED SRR

Right, my first impression of the Erhu was exactly like that.

446
ranhou wo buxiang xué yé shi yinwéi wo juéde wo yinxiang zhong érhu
IR A2 R PN IR A5 FRED R h — W]

The reason | didn’'t want to learn it was also because my impression of the Erhu was,

447
jiushi shudshihua, xiang yingshi ju zhong naxi€ qitao de rén,
e U SE, BRI R Z N,

to tell you the truth, of beggars that appeared in movies or TV series

448

tamen hui 1a zhe éerhd,
(R (RESS e =gt i P

who would play the Erhu

449
hai dai zhe y1 gé jiushi mangrén nage mojing ma lai gitao.
A — R B NSRBI 20 .

and wear the sunglasses that blind people wear.

450
Zhé zai wo yinxiang zhong yé shi hén shénke de,
XAEFEN R R ARRZI

This left a deep impression on me.

451
ranhou wo jiu buxiang xué, yinwei wo juéde why?
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NREEAE S, PO why?

So | didn’t want to learn. | thought, why?

452
Danshi houlai wo faxian shi wo cud le,
ERERERIWATREE T,

But | found that | was wrong.

453
birushuo shduxian xiang ni gangcai tidao de zangli de shihou,
EC I 5 S B AR A SR 2 ZRAL I A%,

First of all, as you mentioned just now, at funerals

454
shénzhi shud shi birushud you changxi zhézhdng xi taizi,
LB PR I A TR R AR B T

or even on a stage for traditional opera

455
tamen zai bidaoyan de shihou tamen |a de bushi érhu,
AT THE 2R V5 R B AT T AR AN A2

when they are performing, they're not playing the Erhu.

456

dabufen dou shi jinghd hudzhé banhu.
R #4872 B B A

They are mostly playing Jinghu or Banhu.

457
Erhu ta shi gé ydu hén féngfil de nazhdng yinsé zai libian de.
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IR R B AR L 1E AL

Erhu has a very rich tone.

458
Sudyi dang wo ting wd de érhu laosht la
T A 3 e K ) 22 i

So when | listened to my Erhu teacher play

459

jiushi Shala bu laiman de Shika Baolu6 shiji na shdéu gé de shihou
SICAE YD RLAT S 2 R 5 DR T BRI 1 AR A ik

Scarborough Fair by Sarah Brightman,

460
w0 jiu zhénjing le.
R T

| was shocked.

461
Gang kaishi shi taoyan xué de, yinwei zhén de hao nan,
NITFaE R IR, RO E R AE,

| hated it at first because it was really hard!

462
houladi manman manman wo jiu juéde hai ting haoting,
Je SR 1 18 1 A AT BE L

Then slowly | felt it sounded pretty good

463
zai dao houlai wo jit faxian, z&nme zhéme maéili!
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FIEI G R BRI, LI ALK !

and later | found it extremely beautiful.

464
Yinwéi jiushi ni zhidao gufeng gequ zhong hén dud
R A SR AR 038 o R IR 22

As you know, many traditional Chinese songs

465
jiushi you guanyu érhu de zhéyang de yT gé tanzou,
A T X — A 2R,

use the Erhu

466
shéngyin béijing yué zai libian ma,
FEE TS SRR BLIA

as background music.

467
ta kéyi shi youshang de, dan yé kéyi shi hén ydu yijing de nazhdng.
BRI LUV, EWA] DU IRA B R

It can be sad and can also be very artistic.

468
Sudyi wo houlai wé jiu man xihuan érhu de,
Pt PARR 5 SRt 2 5 Xk — B

So later, | developed a liking for it.

469
W6 houlai hai ba erhu na dao le Méiguo,
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B JE kbt R T K,
| even brought my Erhu with me to the US

470
jiushi wo zai shang bénké de shihou nadao xuéxiao bidoyan laizhe
AL AR AR5 5 B A R R R A

and when | was an undergraduate, | performed with it in my school.

471
Nimen xuéxiao de nage Méigud de xuésheng
PRATTZA RIS 52 [ A

Were American students in your school

472
shibushi juéde hai ting zhénjing de? | Shi.
AT ER? | 2o

shocked? | Yes.

473
Erqi& dangshi wod haishi gén lingwai yT gé Zhénggué nlishéng
T L 2 B FRAE S BR 53 A — AN [ R

Also at that time, | played it with another Chinese girl

474

women lid hézou, ta tan guzhéng, wo la érhu
T EZ, s, b

who played the koto.

475
W6 méixiangdao ai, wo juéde hai ting jingya yu ni jingran hui 1a érha.
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P AEBR, FRAFIEE IV TRTER 2 h =W

| didn’t expect it. | am surprised that you can play the Erhu.

476
Dan qishi ni suanshi bijiao xingyun, wd juéde shi bijiao xingfu de Ia,
RHSRE R R s, FR 172 EE R A (1),

Actually, | think you’re quite lucky and blessed

477

gishi wo xiaoshihou yé shi... wdmen nahuir jiating tidojian bu ylnxud ma,

Fes I et 2 ... AT 2 LS RE SR AT AN Fo YRR,

because when | was a kid, my family’s financial situation didn’'t allow me (to learn

these things).

478
you shi zai néngcin, qishi shi méiyou zheézhdng kéchéng de.
MARAEANS, KT EA X RIEN .

Also, there wasn’t this kind of lessons in the countryside.

479
Ranhou dangshi wo hai ting xianmu chéng limian de haizi
IRJE 2 I HE 92 5 HL T A £% 1

So at that time, | was quite envious of kids from the city

480
kéyi qu xuéxi tiaowl ya shénme,
A DA ST B SRR A 4

who could learn how to dance and other things.

481

mandarincorner.org 81



The Alarming Decline in China's Birth Rate
yinwéi wo dangshi jiu dui tiaowl hén ganxingqu
PR D93 24 I 00T i 250 AR SN i

| was very interested in dancing at the time.

482
Dui, wo xianzai shi ting ganxié fumu
XT, FRILAE 2 HE R A B

Right. | am very grateful that my parents

483
géi wo zhéyang de jihui jia yali 1ai you yijizhichang ba.
BPIXFERINL 2 N T RA — 2 KB

offered me the opportunity and pressured me to develop some skills.

484
Qishi xiang wo de gingkuang gén xianzai de ling ling hou
HIAG IS SLERIAE R 00 f5

In fact, what | had to learn was much less than

485

haiyou y1 ling hou xiangbi yijing suanshi jiushi shao hén dud le,
A 10 etk ea B MMREZ T,

what kids born between 2000 and 2010.

486
tamen xianzai xué de jiu wd kénéng lian nian dou nian bu wan de mingzi,
AATTERAE 2 R R 3R PT eI AR AN SE 44 7,

| can’t even begin to tell you the names of lessons they have to take.

487
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shénzhi wd lidn xiang dou xiangbudao de yixié
B B A AR Bt

There are even some skills

488
caiyi ya hudozhé shud kewai buxiban.
AW B UL IR ST B

or extracurricular classes that | never thought existed.

489
Women dou zhidao, zhishdo cong wo zhe yi dai... women zhe yi dai qi,
A FNIE, 2=OMR AL FATX AU,

We all know, at least starting from our generation

490
Zhongguo de dabufen jiazhang jiu yao hua hén dud de shijian, jingli
o KRR 7 R K E AR 2 IS TR) L A5 70

most Chinese parents spend a lot of time, energy

491
haiyou jingian zai haizi de xuéxi yiji gérén de fazhan zhishang.
A SRIEZ TR ST A N R e L.

and money on children’s study and personal developments.

492
Erqié dui haizi zhéyang de quanmian de péiyang
[[DRERSEE R Sib el biEis

In addition, parents even started to compete with each other

493
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shénzhi hai zai jiazhang zhong xingchéng le jingzhéng.
HRICAEFKPIE T 585+

in the way they educate their children.

494
Erqi& yixié jiazhang tamen weile rang haizi nénggou
1M H— S KABATN T ik 7 Ret

In order to have their kids

495
béi fén dao dangdi zuihdo de xuéxiao,
sl ik S oy S

assigned to the best schools in their area, some parents

496
hui buxi hua da jiagian qu zd hudzhé goumai dangdi de xuéqa fang.
SAEAE R B 25 FEL B T 3K 2 ML 271X 5

won'’t care to spend a lot of money to rent or purchase a “school district” house.

Note: In China, kids are only eligible to attend public schools that are close to where

they’re from, at least on paper. But they can choose to go to a better school by buying

a house in the same district as that school.

497
Sudyi ne zai miandui yang haizi fangfang mianmian de yali,
FIT AW £E [0 55 #2177 777 T 1 0 77,

So when facing the pressure of raising children,

498
dangjin dabufen de jidzhang
RPN | ZIE S
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most parents today,

499
jibian shi zai ertai hé san tai zhéngceé kaifang de gingkuang xia,
RIS & A2 — i = IR BRI I T

even after the second and third child policies were implemented,

500
yé shi xuanzé zhibu yu y1 tai de.
Mg TR .

still chose to stop after one child.

501
Ni ganggang jiangdao zhége xuéqu fang,
PRI R IXAS X 5

You just mentioned “school district house”,

502
kénéng ydu hén dud guanzhong bu zhidao zhége gainian,
A REA IR 2 AR FE XA,

many of our audience might not know about this.

503
gishi wo ye bushi tebie de liaojié,
HCSEIRAASE RSl (0 7

In fact, | don’t know much about it myself.

504
wo dagai shi zhidao shi ni yao zai mdu y1 gé qu shangxué dehua,
KM HTE AR AT — X 22,
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I know roughly that if you want to attend a school in a certain district,

505
ni jiu xdyao zai nali mai y1 tao fangzi, dui ma?
PR RE BRI L —E 51, Xi?

you need to buy a house there, right?

506

Chabuduo shi zhége ludji,
EAZ RZA I,
That’s about right.

507
yinweéi ta shi anzhao rénkdu de bili lai fénpei
RN E I ER B A5 R 7 i

(In China) we allocate our educational resources

508
jiushi jiaoyu ziyuan vyiji kaiban xuéxiao de shuliang.

A A WIRLIT AR R .

and decide the number of (public) schools built according to the size of the population

(of a district).

509
Danshi bukébimian de jiushi yduxié xuéxiao
(B AN RT3 G R A LA

But it is inevitable that some schools

510
ta de shizr liliang kénéng hui géng giang yixie,
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B2 g BT A 4 S A,

may have better teachers and resources,

511
sudyi jiazhang jiu hui juéde, na wd xiang rang haizi qu zhége xuéxiao,
FrAF Kt i, MR T EIZAD PR,

so parents will want their kids to attend these ones

512
rang ta xiangshou zuihao de zuiyou de ziyuan,
UEAR 552 S U R R A ) B U

to enjoy the best resources,

513
sudyi jiu hui you xuéqu fang de zhéyang de y1 gé gainian. | Mingbai
P i 2 X SRR — M. | A

thus the concept of “school district house” emerged. | | see.

514
Haiydu yT gé jiushi ydu nanhai de fumd,
A — A BB,

Another point is that parents who have sons

515
tamen kénéng hai yao mianlin caili fangmian de yali.
AbATT AT I T I R AL 5 T )

might face the pressure of providing a “caili” (money paid to get a wife).

516
Rugud shi buzhi yT gé nanhai na yali jiushi géng da de.
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B AR 1 S kA 5K

If you have more than one son, the pressure will be even greater.

517
Yinwéi anzhao chuantdng laijiang, jiéhan de shihou,
oM AL Gk idt, A5 USRI,

According to our tradition, when getting married,

518
nanfang de fumu shi yao wei haizi zhtnbéi fangzi, chézi haiydu caili jin de.
BT BN TR D T T IEARALER.

the man’s parents need to buy a house, a car and provide a “caili”.

519
Wodmen zhigian bushi zuo le y1 T guanyu san tai zhéngcé de jieétéu caifang ma,
AT HIARAL T — W T = IABUR A SR 5k

We did a street interview regarding the three-child policy

520
hén dud niangingrén shud bu xiangyao shéng san tai,
IRZHERNWAEEE =),

and many young people didn’t want to have three kids

521
tamen dou you tidao zhége yuanyin, jiushi jingji yali.
AT IR BV IXAN R, BB s ).

because of this reason, which is the financial pressure.

522
Shi de, érqié ybéugqishi jin lidang nian xinguan yiging de fashéng,
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LA, T LI HOR I AR e 0 R 2

Right, especially in recent years, the pandemic

523
ta dui jingji shi ydu hén da de yingxiang de,
EXAETHRA IR KRS,

has affected the economy in a big way

524
suoyi kéxiang'érzht yang haizi na jiushi nanshangjianan.
T LAR] AEU T 0 55 £ 1 IS st M e

and it’s not hard to imagine how much more difficult it will be to raise a child.

525
Dui, kénéng yduyixié fumu hui shud méiguanxi,
Xf, FIREH LB R R,

Right, some (grand)parents might say that it will be okay

526
ni shéng ma, ni shéng le wo lai bang ni yang,
PRAEWER, ARAE T BORFEARTE,

because they can help the young couple raise the child.

527
danshi zhége you shéji dao le jiaoyu linian de buylyang,
HRZAN N KB T HE A —FE,

But this will involve the (problem) of different ideas in educating kids.

528
birashud fumu yang haizi,
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LIy S B R T
If the (grand)parents help raise the child,

529

sutran ni shi ké&yi bangzhu dao nianqingrén yibufen,
EORRR AT A Bh B N — 7

although it will be helpful,

530
danshi bijing zhége jiaoyu haishi xiyao niangingrén lai zuo de,
B2 B FIX N H I T Z AR AR,

after all, the young parents still need to educate the kids themselves

531
hudzhé shi niangingrén géng xiwang ziji nénggou qu qinzi lai dai haizi.
B R TR AN EAAYE H O LR AR T

and perhaps, they would prefer to take care of them themselves.

532
Shi, érqié shishishang ziufumd men tamen shi méiydu yiwu
&, T HEESE BRI IMATR B L5

Right. In fact, grandparents are not obliged to

533
lai zhaogu jiushi tamen zhége xidohai de.
SR B2 A AT T I AN N

take care of the grandchildren.

534
Dui, wo yé juéde shi
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xf, WS

Yes, | agree.

535
Lingwai yT gé rénkodu chishénglii xigjiang de zhongyao yinsu
FH—A N B AR T R R R

Another important reason in the decline of the birth rate

536
gén Zhongguo dangdai niangingrén de hin yu guannian ydu guanxi.
PR E B AER ARSI SH KR

is related to current young Chinese’s thinking on marriage and kids.

537
Zhongguo dadudshu de ba ling jiti ling hou
Hh R 2 01 80 90 5

Most Chinese who were born in the 80 and 90s

538
dou zhishao wanchéng le gaozhong jiaoyu,
IEXS W= e

have completed at least high school

539
érqié bénke xuéli de jit ling hou ne yé shi ydu hén dud de.
T HAREH 90 JEWeth 2 F 1R 2 1.

and many born in the 90s got a bachelor’s degree.

540
Bingqié suizhe shénghuo hé jiaoyu shuiping de tishéng,
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I FLBE% A SRR KT 4R T

Also, with the improvement of our quality of life and educational level,

541
niangingrén ne buzai xiang tamen fumu nayang
FRNEAFBAATSCERE

young people no longer need to to be like their parents,

542
xdyao weile méiri de wénbao ér fachou.
i By 1A H B IR T AR

worrying about not having enough food.

543
Tamen zai jiéjué shénghuo de jibén xdqiu zhishang,
MATIFE A AT R A TR R b

After their basic needs in life are met,

544

yé kaishi stkao hdnyin jiating hé gérén xingfu zhijian de guanxi,

WIT 4R 25 U5 IA S B IS N SR8 ] )R 2R

they began to think about the relationship between marriage, family and personal

happiness.

545
tamen buzai shi jiandan de hudzhe,
HATTAS P A 7 B Y o

They are no longer simply existing,

546
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érshi you le géng gao de jingshén zhuiqiu.
TR T B o R oK

but have higher spiritual pursuits,

547
Lird zhuiqiu gao pinzhi yéuyiyi de shénghud,
ol BB SK e i A S AT,

such as pursuing a high-quality and meaningful life.

548

jianjian de tamen yé jiu kaishi fansi,
Yt AT Tt R T 4R S R

Right, gradually they also started to reflect

549
shénzhi shi zhiyi ji€htinshéngzi de biyaoxing.
BB EE IS T L E A

and even question the necessity of marriage and kids.

550
Changqi yilai, Zhonggud de chuantdng rujia sixiang wénhua giangdiao
KIALLK, A [ AL G 5K AR ST AL s

For a long time, China's traditional Confucian culture has emphasized

551
jiehlin shéngzi, yanmian zisi jiushi rénshéng de bi jing zhr Iu,
GEUSIE T AR TR N AR LA B,

that getting married and having children is the natural progression of life.

552
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Erqi& féi hin shéngzi shi béi rénwéi bu k&qu de.
il FLAR A8 7R A R AT

Also, having children out of wedlock is considered undesirable.

553
Ran'ér xianzai chuyu hin yu nianling de Zhonggud gian xi yidai,
SRMIAEAL T 05 B Sl i B T4 — 1K,

However, the Millennials who are now at the age of marriage and childbearing,

554

youqi shi jit ling hou, buzai rénweéi jiéhin shéngzi shi rénshéng de biran xuanzé.
JUHGZ 90 Ja, AR INNEEISE TR N AR LIRS,

especially the 90s generation no longer think that getting married and having children

is necessary in life.

555

Shéuxian ne suizhe niixing jingji diwei de tishéng hé duli yishi de juéxing,

Sl Bl s PR A T AL SR T ML S R Y B 1

First of all, with the improvement in women’s economic status and the awareness of

the need for independence

556
yuélaiyué dud de nianqing niixing buyuan jinru
(P SUEANER R QL NS IN

more and more young women are reluctant to enter

557

jiushi chuantdng de nan giang ni rud de hanyin guanxi,
HUEAEGL ) 0 2 53 AR K &

traditional marriages where men are dominant and women are weak.
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558
tamen de shiyé yunxu tamen you zugdu de shouru lai guo duli de shénghud.
T AT Y SR VR AT T 2 58 RSN SR A S R AR 3

Their career allows them to earn enough to live an independent life.

559
Qici yuélaiyué dud de nlixing rénshi dao
FLUGBAR R 2 1) VAR S

Secondly, more and more women realized that

560
yidan jinru yixinglian hiinyin, bingqié shéngxia haizi,
—HHEANRIEIS, JFHAETET

once they enter a heterosexual marriage and have children,

561
tamen hén kénéng jiu yao béi chuantdng de xingbié guifan sud shufu,
i AR AT B 5L B A 48 1 S R P R A

they are likely to be bound by traditional gender norms

562
yao béipo fangqi ziji de shiyé chéngwéi jiating zhufu.
BHEATIET H CRF R EE .

where they will be forced to give up their careers and become housewives.

563

Jiusuan tamen béi qidai jixu gongzuo,

SIS AT S AR 2 A

Even if they’re expected to continue working
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564
téngyang shi baitian zaiwai gongzuo, niixing zai huidao jiating zhthou,
[FERERE ARFESN TAE, ZHAERBIREL )G,

the same amount as (men), after they return home,

565
hai yao baolan zhaogu jiarén, jinxing jiawu laodong zhéyang de zhizé.
EEARIRBIR N, BT R 57 S IX R

they will still be responsible for taking care of the family and doing the housework.

566
En... quéshi shi de.
WA S I

True.

567
Jiu birishud wo you y1 ge péngyou ta jiushi jié le hiin shéng le xiaohai,
LI A — N AR A T USE TN,

| have a friend who got married and had kids.

568
ranhou dangran shi gén zhangfu haiydu pépo zhu zaiyiqi,
IRJE IR IR LRI B AE i,

She lived with her husband and mother-in-law.

569

ranhou zhége gonggong popo yu ta de guanxi,
RIFIEN AN BEES KRR,

The relationship between her and her parents-in-law
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570
ta juéde chdli qilai yé shi feichang de fuza.
JURARS Y OSETED QIEPRE | 3 iD=

is very complicated to deal with.

571
Ranhou jiashang ziji you you jingji shang de kunnan,
SRJE I BB C XA 25 ERIRE,

Along with financial difficulties,

572
hui juéde buyao tamen zhaogu ba
S HEAFANEL A ATTHE e

she feels that if she doesn’t have her (mother-in-law) help with the kids,

573
ziji haoxiang you zhén de méiydu banfa cidiao gongzud lai zhaogu xidohai,

H OGSO B 20 s TAERIREU N,

she really cannot find a way to do it on her own because she cannot quit her job.

574
na yao tamen zhaogu, dangran jit yao mianlin zhége
AR EAMATTHR T, 4 PR X A

But if she has the in-laws’ help, she will have to face

575

gongpo zhijian de zhézhdng chongta,
WL (R BRI,

the conflict between her and them
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576
haiyou jiaoyu linian shang de zhége chayi.
EHBAEHEE WX ER.

and the differences in opinion on how to educate the kids.

577
Shi... quéshi shi jiushi ydu zhldud de kunjing zai libian ba.
... WSR2 N B A B

Yes, it's true that there are many challenges.

578
Erqi& wd gangcai y& shi xiang shud,
T HIR WA 2 A8

Also, as | said before that

579
jiushi yinweéi ydu yuélaiyué dud de nianging nlixing,
e N ORI A 1,

more and more young women,

580
xiang ni gangcai tidao de, tamen kaishi rénshi dao
BARNIARBIN, WA IR A RS

like you just mentioned, began to realize that

581

shéhui zhong jiushi jiégouxing de xingbié bupingdéng wenti,
g bl 2 S5 R PR R P AN -4 )

there is a structural gender inequality in society,
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582
birushud jiating zhong de sang'du shi yu'ér
EC Il K s X E )L

such as parenting without the father’s engagement

583
hé gongzud zhdng dui niixing de zhichang xingbiéqishi.
AR Hon 22 A R HR S ) AL

and discrimination against women at work.

584
Sudyi jiusuan tamen zai mianlin fumd buduan de cuthin,
JIT CAS S Rt AT D 7E T i S BEAS BT AR 4

So even when they are facing their parents’ constant urging to marry,

585
haiydu shéhui dui daling danshén niixing de qgishi,
A FE 2 XS KIS B0 B Lt 5L

discrimination against older single women,

586
yiji zhéngceé dui féi hiin shéngzi zhéyang de gingkuang de xianzhi,
PR BRSO A= T B 15 LR R 1)

as well as policy restrictions on illegitimate births,

587

tamen yé shi bu yuanyi jinrt hudézhé shud bu yuanyi qingyi jinru
AT AR EHASE WAARER G N

they are reluctant or won’t easily enter into
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588
yT duan bupingdéng de hinyin guanxi,
—BAFEER IS IS R,

an unequal marriage

589
jiang xiangfijiaozi zudwéi rénshéng de zhongji mubiao.

R R BT AE NN LA H s

in which the ultimate goal of life will be centered around their husband and children.

590
Dabufen de nlixing rugudshud ta méiydu zhézhdng jingji néngli,
RHB I3 ) 21 T SRt A IR R 5 e

Most women who do not have financial power

591
yé€ méiyou shoudao lianghao de jiaoyu dehua,
WA 2 3 R AP HIZE K,

and didn’t receive a good education,

592
kénéng ta hui mianlin zhéyang de yT gé kunjing,
AT BE At 2 T I A ) — A PR 35

might face a predicament

593

jiushi ta& miandui béi fumua cuthiin de gingkuang xia,
S T R S BHEEAS T L T

where under their parents’ pressure,
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594
ta budébu xuanzé qu jia géi tamen fumu rénwéi héshi de rénxuan.
i A AR A A TS BN N B & I N ik

they had to marry to the person their parents saw fit.

595
Ranhou jié wan hiin zhihou, dangran shéng wan xiaohai
RIGE IR G, RN

But after getting married and of course, having children,

596
ta you kénéng hui mianlin gézhdnggéyang de kunjing,
4 ST -2 T i A5 Ao 25 D DR 35E

they might face other various difficulties.

597
ta yé bu zhidao z€énmeyang qu ji€jué, zénmeyang qu taoli zhéyang de kunjing,
W AFE EAFE LR, BAFEZRE IR N,

But they won’t know how to escape from them.

598
sudyi zhége yé& shi hui rang qi ta de nlixing kandao zhége
T LA /2 2 L HoA A 2o B4

So other women see this

599

hui qu stkao wo daodi xiang buxiang guo zhéyang de shénghud.
22 BB B RARA B LXK R AT

and wonder if that’s really the kind of life they want for themselves.
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600
Shi de shi de. Sudyi jiushi rénmen de yishi zai buduan de tishéng,

R BT ARG AT EARAE A Bt e Tt

Yes. So as people are becoming more and more aware of (these difficulties)

601
érqgié zai mianlin zhéxié kunjing de shihou,
177 L TH I 32X 26 PR 455 PR e 1

and when they’re faced with them,

602
tamen dou shi hui ydu ziji de sikao,
AR A H O,

they will have their own thinking

603

génju ziji de juti gingkuang lai panduan chi juéde zui shihé ziji de xuanze.

R B ARG SR 5 5ol & H i #%.

and figure out the most suitable choice based on their specific situation.

604
Erqgié dangjin de shéhui jingzhéng féichang jilig,
[[IRERES Rt | o e EAH

Also, today’s society is so competitive

605

sudyi you hén dud de nianging nanxing yé shi butai yuanyi shéng haizi.

FrAE IR Z R S R A RIS T
that many young men are also reluctant to have children.
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606
Jibian shuo tamen jibén méiydu xayao weile jiating
BIME AT A RN T 5

Even if they don’t have the pressure

607
ér fangqi gongzuo de zhéyang de yali,
MR AR AR R 7T,

to give up their work for family,

608
dan tamen yé shi hén gingchu de zhidao jiéhdn,
EARATT AR s R R TE 4545

they’re perfectly aware of how high the cost of getting married,

609

youqishi shéng haizi de chéngbén yéu dud gao. | Dui
TR Z T HRAA Z 5. | X

and especially having babies is. | Right.

610
Sudyi jibian shud xiangdang yibufen nanxing haishi yuanyi jiéhin de,
JIT ARIME i AH =4 — 8 70 S5 PR IE 2 I S A5 0N

So even if a considerable number of men are still willing to get married,

611

dan zai shéng haizi de shiqing shang,
EELZ TSRS L,

when it comes to having children,
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612
yueélaiyué dud de nianging nanxing gingxiangyu
TRRIBR 22 (1) 4542 3 b ) 1

more and more young men tend to

613
xuanzé zhi shéng yT tai hudézhé jiu bu shéng.
R A —IREE A

want only one child or none at all.

614

Danshi zud dingké shi hén nan de, yinwéi zai Zhonggué bulun nanni
BT SR ARAER), BRUATEH E AR 5 &

But it's hard to be a DINK because in China, both men and women

Note: DINK means double income no kids.

615
yidan jinru hanyin, dagailli shi tao buguo
— HHENGSWA, KAt A I

once married, have a high probability of not being able to avoid

616
fumu cuicu shéng haizi de yali,
SEHER AL TR T,

the pressure of their parents urging them to have kids.

617
yinwéi hén dud sixiang chuantdng de rén,
FUNIR 2 AL SN,
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Many people with traditional thinking

618
tamen haishi réenwéi jiehan jiushi weile yanmian zisi ér zuo zhunbei de.
AT 2 A EE AR HUIE N T S 47 i TS 26 1 o

still think that the purpose of marriage is for carrying on the family name.

619
Sudyi jiushi xianzai hén dud nianging nanni kaishi
T AR & IRAEAR 2 4R 52 55 20T iR

So many young men and women,

620
yinwei jiégouxing xingbié bupingdéng wenti
PRI DAy 55 R A AP ) AN 45 ) f

because of structural gender inequality

621
hé jingji yali ér jujué jiéhtnshéengzi,
ey IR ANIE (B e A

and financial pressure, refuse to marry and have kids.

622
zhé jiu ddozhi Zhdnggud jin xié nian lai
XT3 [ i e ok

As a result, the number of new births in China

623
xinshéng rénkdu de rénshu yuelaiyué shao,
e sUNISEYNG 1§05 S U
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has become less and less in recent years,

624

rénkdu chdshéngll xunsu xiahua.
N A AR ARGH R I

and the birth rate has declined rapidly.

625
Jiang le zhéme dud guanyd chishéngli xiajiang de yuanyin,
PR AZRTHAERTRERIRR,

We talked a lot about the reasons for our declining birth rate.

626

name zhége chishéngll xiajiang
WA ZAHAEZR TR

What does this declining birth rate

627
duiyu gudjia de hudzhé shi shehui de weilai daodi yiwéizhe shénme ne?
XF 1 K R AL S AR B R SR E A ?

mean for the future of our country and society?

628
hudzhé shud ydu shénme yingxiang?
BE YA A ?

What impact will it have?

629
Ta ydu liang gé bijiao zhijié de yingxiang.
EH WA LA EL R AR .
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It will have two direct impacts.

630
Shoéuxian rénkdu de jianshao hui zhijié yingxiang jingji de fazhan.
H e N FE > 2 BRI A TR R .

First, the decreasing population will directly affect our economic development.

631
Zai guoqu de yT1 ér shi nian zhong,
R 2 — 4,

In the past decade or two,

632
Zhongguo de nianging qunti zhan zéng rénshu de bili féichang da,
HH ] )RR A o N B RO,

the proportion of young people in China to an older population was larger.

633
na zhéxié rén wéile gongzud zhuangian,
RN T AR MRER,

Young people would work

634
hén dud hui xuanzé dao dachéngshi dagong,
IR Z i B BRI 4T 1,

in big cities in order to make money

635
zhé jiu weéichi le gongyé hé jingji de kuaisu de fazhan.
XAERE T TN B I PR (1) R
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which maintained the rapid development of industry and the economy.

636
Wobmen zhidao lianjia de laodongli shi Zhdnggud chéngwéi
AT HE B 155 30 3 E O

We know that cheap labor was a very important reason for China

637
shijié gongchang de y1 gé hén zhdngyao de yinsu.
AT M —MREZEMREER.

becoming the world’s factory.

638
Danshi dang nianqingrén yuélaiyué shao,
(EPREER ZYN 5/ S U

But when there are fewer and fewer young people

639
laodongli de chéngbén biande yuélaiyué gao de shihou,
57 511 7 1 AR AR A5HBR AR e PR R %

and the cost of labor becomes higher and higher,

640
Zhonggud mianxiang quangiu de chikdu maoyi youshi
o [ T 1) A BR A L 115 S L35

China’s global export trade advantage

641
jitr hui shoudao yingxiang, zhé jiu daozhi gudjia jingjizéngzhang de sudu
MBI, X3 EE R A G K A
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will be affected which will lead to a

642
hui biande huanman vyiji xiajiang.
KA GNG DL TR

slowdown and a decline in the rate of national economic growth.

643
Na téngshi ne zai y1 gé shéndu laolinghua de shéhui zhong,
AR [FI I W AE — MR 2 WAL AL 2,

Meanwhile, in a deeply aging society,

644
jiushi wdmen xianzai de shéhui,
R RATIAE A2,

which is what we are now having,

645
zuowéi zhliyao xiaoféi qunti de niangingrén yé shi biande yuélaiyué shao,

VRO 20 BRI SR Nt Ao /b,

young people, who are the main group of consumers are also becoming less and less.

646

X RERE RABEAR T 9 7 Rt 2 12 T B

This means that the overall consumption demand will decline

647
yinweéi jit méiydu name dud de niangingrén zai mai mai mai ma,
BRI R VA T8 2 B AR A 3K 3K S
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because there aren’t many young people who are constantly buying.

648

sudyi guoéneéi jingji shichang de fazhan yé hui shoudao daji,

Pt LA PN 2235 T 37 (0 5 Jie 2> 52 29T o,

Therefore, the development of our domestic market will take a hit.

649
zhe jiushi wéishénme rénkdu de xiajiang
XHE AT AN T B

That's why a declining population

650
hui dui wémen de jingji zaochéng yingxiang.
SN FRATT I8 5 1 s i

can have an impact on our economy.

651
Na lingwai yT gé bijiao zhongyao de yingxiang ne
I 53 A — A B B L () 5 e

Another important impact

652
shi guanyu gugjia yanglao shiwu shang,
ek THEFRFEFES L,

is on our national pension affairs.

653
Zai Zhongguo, laonianrén lingqu de yanglaojin
FERE, ZHENGEIREE
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The pension elderly collect in China

654

shi nianqingrén jiao de yanglao baoxian jin,
R NZ R TR LRI G

is being paid by young people.

655
na zai yigian laonianrén shao, nianqingrén dud,
WFEARTZEND, SERANZ,

In the past, there were fewer old people and more young ones.

656

na jiushi jiao de dud ling de shao,

AR AL SE I 2 AL 2L,

More money was being paid into the pension fund and less was being paid out to

pensioners.

657
sudyi gian shi gouyong de.
BT AR AZ 8

Thus the money was sufficient.

658
Danshi suizhe laolinghua shao zi hua rénkdu qushi de fazhan,
HRpEZRI D TN BB RKRE,

However, as our population is getting older and our birth rate declines,

659
jiaogian de rén yuélaiyué shao, ér ling qgian de rén zé yuelaiyué dud.
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SERH MR, T AT I A R

fewer and fewer people are paying into the pension fund, but more and more are

collecting (pensions).

660

Sudyi Shekéyuan jiu yucé shudé Zhonggué de jibén yanglaobaoxian jijin

JIT LI A B ol F00 i o 6] ) e A 7 22 DR i <5

So the Academy of Social Sciences predicts that China’s basic old-age insurance

fund

661
dao ér ling san wu nian jiang hui wanquan haojin,
#2035 R e MR,

will be completely exhausted by 2035

662
y&jiushishud ba ling hou zai weilai kénéng jiu meéiydu yanglaojin ké ling le.
WU 80 JEEARATREHIR A R EE T .

which means, people born in the 80s may have no pension to receive in the future.

663
Na women yé shi a! | Dui
ARFATTHIE M L | Xf

So won’t we! | Yes.

664
Shi, sudyi wd qgishi shi ydudian jidolli de, duiyu zhége shiging
5&, PO SRA REEER, X TG

So | am actually a little anxious about this.
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665
Sudyi jiushi wdmen kéyi xiangxiang yixia, zai weilai de Zhongguo
P BATAT AR — T, fEARKH S E

So we can imagine that in the future,

666
hén kénéng jiu hui biande xiang xianzai de Ribén y1yang,
IRTTRERL 2R AT BINAE R H A —FE,

China is likely to become like Japan today

667
jiushi qrshi dud sui hai zai gongzud de laorén yiran shi hén dug,
FRL T2 LA TIERZ NRKIRZRZ,

where people in their 70s are still working

668
yinweéi tamen jiushi méiydu banfa cong gudjia nali dédao zugou de yanglaojin
BRI A AT Tt A VAT Iz DT 2 TS B 31 R 8 A 9722 <

because they can't get enough pension from the state

669
lai wéichi yuanbén de shénghudshuiping.
RAEFFJF A A IE K

to maintain their original standard of living.

670
érqié yixié gaoling tuixitd de laorén
([N R Y= E S EANIIEIN

Moreover, some older retirees
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671
yé kénéng hui shénghud zai pinkun zhizhong.
AR BT AE ST N 2

will possibly live in poverty.

672
xianzai jiushi kéyi lGéwéi de tidao yidian,
PULE LR AT LARS St 2 21— £,

Let me say this,

673
jiushi niangingrén yé bushi bu yuanyi...
BAFREAMARAEE...

not all young people are necessarily reluctant

674
jiushi buyiding shi zhtuguan de zhén de bu yuanyi shéng haizi,
MEA—ERL EUHM AN ANESEZT,

to having children voluntarily.

675
zhishi tamen zai mianlin dangxia de yu'ér de kunjing de shihou, | jing;ji yali
FURMUATIE T G 24 N B E LN BRI, | 2587

It's just that when they face the predicament of being parents,... | Economic pressure.

676

dui, tamen juéde, na hao ba
XF, AlATAS, AREFIE
Right, they feel: “Okay,
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677

na wo haishi nuli de ziji cin gou qian, jianglai yé bu yikao haizi,

IS5 Syt /e B CAF %R, KR MAKEEZ T

| should try to save enough money that | won’'t need to depend on a child in the

future.”

678
shénzhi you péngyou kaiwanxiao shuo,
HEZGN AT,

Some friends even joked that

679

wo qishi bu xiwang hué dao name ldo. | Dui
RHIEAFEFRIRAE. | XF

they don't actually want to live to be that old. | Right!

680

Dao le liu gr shi sui jiu hud gou le
FUANEHEEE T

It will be enough if they live to be 60 or 70.

681
Ydurén zhén de hui zhéyang kaiwanxiao.
ANASEFEIT I .

People do make such jokes.

682

Zhén de, hén duo rén zhéme shuo.
B, REAZX AU

Really! Many people say this.
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683
Dui, tamen shud wd huo bu hud dao na y1 tian hai buyiding ne,
XF, AbATI U RIS AN B — RIEA—E e,

Right, they say that whether or not they will live to that day is unsure,

684
jiushi wd weishénme yao weéi na yi tian ér danxin ne?
e A4 BN — R H O ?

so why should they worry about that now?

685
Weéishénme yao xishéng xianzai
AT A A ILAE

Why should we sacrifice the present

686
lai chéngquan ybukénéng dou méiydu de weilai?
K EAAA Al AR IE FIARRK?

for a future that may not come?

687
Dan quéshi yé shi ya, ni y& bu zhidao mingtian gén yiwai nayige xian lai.
BRI, AR AN ENIE B R ER B AP — NSk

It's true that you never know which will come first, tomorrow or an accident.

688

Dui, zhé jiushi dangdai Zhongguo niangingréen
xf, R EERA

Right, this is the outlook
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689
tamen de yT gé rénshéng guan ba. | Dui
AATTH — DN A . | 5%

young Chinese have on life now. | Right.

690
W6 wen yixia ni, ni hui xiangyao shéng xiaohai ma?
] — TR, R BE AN ?

May | ask, do you want to have a baby?

691
W0 xianzai de xiangfa mugian de xiangfa shi, bushi hén xiang
IR AL H TR A2, AR

According to my current thinking, no.

692

Weéishénme ne?
N2 ?
Why?

693
W juéde dui wo laijiang zui da de yuanyin jiushi wo ziji xianzai juéde
T XS PR P K SR PRt 2 3 B CILAE 543

| think the biggest reason for me is that | feel that

694

wo hai méiydu ba wo gérén de shénghud gud dao wo lixiang de zhuangtai.
PAE AT N AT 2R RS

| haven’t reached my ideal state of life.
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695
Dang wo ziji de shenghud de yT gé mubiao meéiydu dadao de shihou,
B E SRR AR A IS 2 R,

While | haven’t reached my goals in life,

696
wo rigudshud hai yao weéi lingwai yT gé shéngming fuze,
ARG IEE N A — A 5T

if | need to be responsible for another life

697
hudzhé shud hua gézhdng shijian jingli dehua,
B Yl AL A N [A)RG 0 T

and spend all my time and energy on it,

698
wo jiu juéde dui wo laijiang shi bu gongping de.
T vE AR AR T R—A LT 1

| don’t think it’s fair to me.

699
Erqi& wo shi bu xi&ngyao ba zhége yu'ér de zérén hé yali géi
M IR BT LK THENE 145

Also, | won’t want to shift the responsibility and pressure of raising a kid

700

zhuanjia géi wd de fumu shénshang hudzhé wo de jiarén shénshang.
g R B BRI RN & B

on my parents or my family.
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701
Zhé dui tamen jiu zhishao rang wd kanlai shi bu gongping de,
AT DR E R A DT,

To me, this is unfair to them.

702

binggié rugud zhén de yao ydu xiaohai dehua,
I HANR B B N 1

If | really do have kids,

703
woO hui xidngyao qinzi de lai canyu yu'ér.
REMESRAMRS5E L.

| would like to be involved in parenting myself.

704
Na ragud wo méiydu yudao nénggou
AWER KA B FENS

So if | don’t meet a person

705
hé wo gongtdng chéngdan zhége yu'ér zéren de lingytban dehua,
IS F AR ILFUUER T —FH93E,

who can share the responsibility with me,

706

na wo buhui renwéi jiushi shéngyu xidohai
IREA IR A B N

| don’t think having a child
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707
duiwdlaishuo shi y1 gé yinggai you de xuanzé.
X R — A B I

is a choice | should make.

708
Bingqié jiusuan zai Zhongguo féi hiin shéngyu shi kéxing de,
I H AU HEAE B [ AR08 42 5 A2 AT,

Even if it's feasible in China for an unmarried woman to have babies,

709
jiu bu béi gishi hudézhé shud ragud wd dong luan,
FCAN SRR 5 23 T SR AR R O

and won’t be discriminated against or | can freeze my eggs

710
ranhou jianglai wo y& kéyi shiyong ziji de luénzi dehua,
R KRR AT LA B3 O 1,

so | can use them in the future,...

711
jiusuan zhége shi ok de,
FUAX N2 ok Y,

Even if it was okay,

712

wo juéde yigerén yangyu haizi de yali yé tai da le.
HRB—PMAFEZTHIEIBARKT .

| still think that it will be too stressful to raise a child alone.
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713

Hao, jintian de bokeé dao zhéli jiu jiéshu le.
U, A REERBIZ BT

Alright, that’s it for today’s podcast.

714
Rugud ni dui zhé qr huati ydu shénme xiangfa dehua,
AN SR AR X 158 R A 4 AR T

if you have any thoughts on this topic,

715
kéyi zaixiamian lidyan taolun.
A LA T I B e

please comment below.

716
Na ragud ni xihuan zhé qt shipin dehua,
I Bt AR B X A SR AR 135 5

If you like this video,

717
ging géi wdémen dianzan, zhuanfa bing dingyué wdmen de pindao.
THAEIANT R BARIAT B IRATHISNE .

please like, share and subscribe to our channel!

718

Women xiaqT zaijian. Baibai Yiféi!
AT IR FEFRRIE!

See you next time. Bye Yifei!
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719

Baibai Eileen
F 7 Eileen
Bye, Eileen!
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