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1
Dajia hao! Huanying laidao Mandarin Corner! W6 shi Eileen.
KFUF! *ilskF|Mandarin Corner! % 2:Eileen.

Hi, everyone! Welcome to Mandarin Corner! | am Eileen.

2
Jintian de jiabin shi mugian wéizhi wo rénshi de
A KI5 5 H AT BN R

Today's guest is a foreigner that has been in China

mandarincorner.org



Englishman Gets His Chinese Green Card and More

3
zai Zhongguo dai de zui jiu de waiguorén.
P [ 5 B A BIANE N

the longest | have ever personally known.

4
Ta hé ta de Zhongguo qizi zai Chéngging shénghuo,
A AR A 8y o [ 22 AR E R AR

He and his Chinese wife live in Chongging

5
you lidng gé faichang k&'ai de nli'ér,
AR AT Z 2L,

and they have two lovely daughters.

6
érqié ta hai huodé le Zhonggué banbén de I10ka
117 HABIE RS 1 b E A 2R

Also, he has obtained the Chinese version of the green card

7
yiji Zhdngguo jiazhao.

DAL v ] 25
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and a Chinese driver’s license.

8
Name jintian wdémen hui ging ta lai gén woémen fénxiang yixia
WA RBAT VG HARERBAT 5 —F

So, today we invited him to share with us

9
ta zai Zhongguo de shénghud hé gongzuo jingli
b H B 2R VE R TAE ST

his life and work experience in China

10
yiji ta shi rahé huddé Zhonggud Ilika hé jiazhao de.
AR At 2 GnAe] SR 15 A [ 2R A2 RE

as well as how he got his Chinese green card and driver's license.

1
Xiamian wdémen jiu yduqing ta lai gén dajia da gé zhaohu bal
T FRAT T T AR R R 24T A 4 e !

Now, let's have him introduce himself!

12
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Dajia hao! W6 shi laizi YInggud de Zhanmusi.
REGF D JRAKE e E B W

Hello everyone! I'm James and | am from England.

13
W0 jiushi zai YTngguo tushéngtluzhang de,
T R AE T [ A K,

| was born and raised in England

14
yé zai wo jiaxiang de Laisité shang de daxué,
WK 2 BRI LR,

and | went to university in my hometown of Leicester.

15
Dangshi zhuan xid de jiushi Fayu,
AN BE R RS IEE,

At that time, my major was French.

16
danshi ydudian kéxiao de shi wd biye le yihou méiydu...
HRE SR EREN TLUEHRE...

But it was a bit funny because after | graduated, | did not...
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17
zaiyé meéiyou jiang yiju Fayu.
FEE YRR,

| never spoke French again.

18
Na ni hui shudé ma?
AR 2 1 iy 2

Can you speak (French) though?

19
W4 hui shud, danshi xianzai jiang de butaihdo, haishi quéfa lianxi
i, ERIEWEALRYE, TR

| can, but not very good now because of lack of practice.

20
Kéyi jiao wo liangju ma?
A DA M s 7

Can you teach me one or two phrases?

21

Zhé shénme yisi?
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o s

What does it mean?

22
Nihao ma?
PRUF-n ?

How are you?

23
Ni lai Zhongguo ydu dudshao nian le, juti?
R EA ZDFE T, BAR?

How many years have you been in China, specifically?

24
W0 lai le shiliu nian le.
PR T HNET

I've been here for 16 years.

25
Danshi zhé shiliu nian zhong ybu yT duan si nian
BRI NE T B

But during the 16 years, | spent four years

mandarincorner.org



Englishman Gets His Chinese Green Card and More

26
wo zai Hanguo nabian shénghuo le.
AEFE LA T .

living in South Korea.

27
Sudyi ni diyici lai de shihou shi na y1 nian? | ér ling ling san nian
JIT LIRS — ORI IS 2 R — 42 | 20034

So, which year did you first come to China? | 2003.

28
Dangshi weishénme hui xuanzé lai Zhongguo ne?
I AT A s R e ?

Why did you choose coming to China at that time?

29
Jiushi wo kuaiyao biyé de shihou
e FPLE B (I i

When | was about to graduate,

30
wO méiydu y1 gé juti de xiangfa yihou wo yao zud shénme.

A — D EARRAE LG REM 4 .
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| didn’t have any specific idea as to what | wanted to do in the future.

31
W6 jiushi ganghao zai na y1 nian wo kandao le (y1 gé) yi fén guanggao,
AW —FHER T (— )0 5,

It was a coincidence that in that year, | saw an ad

32
zhége jiushi Yingguo Wénhua Xiéhui jiaoyu chu, jiushi British Council
XA g E A > BB AL, 2 British Council

put out by the British Council.

33
tamen dangnian jiushi zai zhao yixié yingjiébiyeshéng
AT 244 A AE A — Se B Je B AR

They were recruiting recent graduates

34
dao Zhongguo qu gongzuod yT nian
B [H 2 TAE—4F

to work in China for a year.

35
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bian gdngzud bian qu Iiydu, y& shi yizhdng wénhuajidolit de huédong.
W TAEL R, R — MR TGS -

It was a kind of a cultural exchange where we could work and travel at the
same time.

36
Késhi ni weishénme hui dui Zhdngguo ganxingqu ne?
AT RAR 4 ok o L 2

But why were you interested in China?

37
W bixd chéngrén,
P IAIN 5

| have to admit that

38
wo dangshi dui Zhonggué tébié shi Chongging suanshi yiwusudzhr,
J I xof o [ g ) o B PR AR e — To TR

at that time, | knew nothing about China, especially Chongqing.

39

danshi Zhonggud jiushi yT gé wéida de gudjia ba
1B o [ 50— DR B e

But China was a great country
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40
jiushuo zai YTngguo yé you hén da de mingqi,
LU AE 2 [ AR 2

and it was widely known in England.

41
wo jiu dui Zhonggud gandao tebié de haoqi.
AU v R 0] B 475

So, | became very curious about China.

42
Sudyi wo yidan kandao zhe fén guanggao,
Pl — BE BIX )5,

That was why as soon as | saw that ad,

43
wo like jiu gandao le xingqu,
LIRS T2,

| immediately became interested

44

ranhou wo jiu shunbian shénging le yixia.
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SN IE BORIE S T — 1.

and | applied for it.

45
Ranhou jiu chénggong le?
A EEIND R N

Then, you succeeded?

46
Dui a, haishi ziji fuhé le tiaojian, yinwéi wd jiu chénggong biye le,
X, B H O E TR, BV AL T,

Yes! | met the criteria because | was a graduate.

47
ranhou wo jiu zai Landdn de, jiushi British Council de zdngbu nabian
SRIGEIRTEAC R, w2 British Council i 2 5 A8 14

Then, | went to the headquarter of the British Council in London

48
canjia le mianshi,
Z N T IR

to be interviewed.
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49
tamen dui wo ting manyi de, jiu shunli tongguo le.
fi AT A = A, A T

They were quite happy with me and | passed.

50
Danshi hai shéng yi ge wenti,
{EPS g T T

But there was one more question

51
jiushi tamen yao pai wd dao Zhongguoé shénme difang,
SR ATEIR I E AT AT,

and that was where in China they were going to send me.

52
YTnweéi bujin ydu Chéngqing,
POAMYE #R,

Because not only was there Chongqing,

53
haiydu Chéngdl, Guangdong, Shanghai, Béijing, Shandong nabian.

EARAR TR Bl BRI
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but also Chengdu, Guangdong, Shanghai, Beijing, Shandong, etc.

54
Canjia mianshi de shihou,
Z k) IR

When | was in the interview,

55
tamen jiushi wen le wo, wo xi bu xihuan chrt la de
AT A T3, FREAERAZER T

they asked me if | liked eating spicy food.

56
wo jiu gén tamen shud wo féichang xihuan chrt la
FRACRARA T B AR H B Wz R

| told them that | liked it very much.

57
Sudyi jiu xuanzé le Chéngqging?
P Ak £ 7 B PR ?

So, you chose Chongqing?

58
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Qishi wd dangshi diy1 xuan de shi Chéngda
LSRN 2 — 1k )2 AR

Actually, my first choice was Chengdu.

59
yinwei jiushud wo sutran dui Zhongguod bushi hén liaojié
PR Dl B B R0 Hh AN AR T

Because even though | did not know much about China,

60
danshi wod zhishao shi ting guo le Chéngdu ba
ERFED R | EHIE

at least, | heard of Chengdu.

61
Danshi shéenqging qu Chéngdua de rén tai duo le,
EREHIFERHBHIARZ T,

But there were too many people that applied for Chengdu,

62
sudyi tamen jiu xiang wo tiyi le,
T ATl g FRAR L T

so they suggested that
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63
jiran you zheme dud rén yao qu Chéngdd,
WEIRA 1K 4 22 N2 R,

since so many people wanted to go to Chengdu,

64
ni Chdngqing yuan bu yuanyi qu shi yixia?
RERBAREZRA—T?

would | be willing to try Chongqing?

65
W6 shud na hao ba, wo qu shi yixia ba
PR, J LA — T

| said, “Okay! I'll try!”

66
Na ni lai Chongging shi zud shénme gongzuo ne?
TSR = P AT AW ?

What did you do when you came to Chongqing?

67

Dang le waijiao ba
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4 7 AhEE

| became an English teacher.

68
Ni lai Chongging zhigian dui Chéngqing de yinxiang shi shénme?
YRR PR Z B0 B PR IR B R e A4 2

What was your impression of Chongqing before you came here?

69
Zh1 bu zh1dao ni jiangyao qu de shi yT gé shénmeyang de difang?
FNANFIE ARG FE L 2 — M AR 7 2

Did you know what kind of place you were going to?

70
Dangshi zhén de yiwusudzhr.
2 TR

| really had no idea.

71
W& shang le Guge jiushi sou chi le yixié zhaopian lai,
LT AL T — Ll AR,

| found some photos on Google
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72
kandao le rénmin da litang
BE T NRARALHE

and | saw the Great Hall of The People.

73
hai youxié difang kanqilai ting piaoliang de
A et 5 7 R B

| also saw some other places that were beautiful

74
jiushuo bijing Chongqing jiushi Shanchéng,
AU B T B R LU

because after all, it is a mountain city.

75
sudyi diyT ge yinxiang yé shi tinghao de.
P ASE — A BN AR ST 1

So, my first impression of (Chongging) was pretty good.

76
Kanqilai bijiao fada, jiushud chéngshi hén da.

BERORELBIRIE, wid i RK
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It looked very developed and it was a big city.

77
Houlai jiushud wo yé kan le yT ge dianshijiému,
Ja R R EE T AT H,

Later, | saw a show on television

78
zhé shi yT gé Yinggué de llxing jia jiu shud kai de jiému.
X e — A E B RAT ZK S TR H

and it was by an English traveler.

79
Danshi ta shi yT jit ba y1 nian jiushi lai de Chéngqing,
H 2 A2 1981 5 & R I HER,

But he went to Chonggqing in 1981

80
ranhou kan le ta de shipin zhihou,
NEE TR )5,

and after | watched his videos,

81
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haishi juéde kanqilai haishi yéudian ludhou.
R TEAFE EERIE A RIE)S.

| felt that the city looked a little backwards.

82
Sudyi ji shud gudlai de shihou haishi ydudian jinzhang,
Fr DAt st Sk (R i 08 2 s 55K,

So, when | came here, | was a little nervous

83
daodi hui shénmeyang de, wo dou shi dao le cai zhidao.
FIRSAT AR, AR T ARG

and | only knew how it was after | arrived here.

84
Na dao le Chdéngqing zhthou, ni de ganjué shi shénmeyang de?
WY ERZ )G, IREVESE AT AR ?

How did you feel when you got to Chongqing?

85
Jiushi juéde tébié de fanhua, hén rénao, hén haowan.
B AR B, AR, ARG B,

| felt that it was bustling, lively and fun.
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86
DiyT yinxiang yé shi dangdi rén yé tébié de haoke,
BRI N R A2

My first impression of the local people was that they were very hospitable,

87
hén baorong, hén huanying wo
RAZ, RIm

inclusive and very welcoming towards me.

88
sudyi jiushud méi gud dud jitl haishi zijil gdndao tebié de shiying.
Fir ARt B30 22 A A [ O3S 21 AR5 3l )3 N

So, it didn’t take me very long before | got adjusted to (being in Chongging).

89
Danshi ni gang kaishi lai de shihou buhui shud Zhongwén de, dui ba?
B ARNITF 6K B I A 2 Bt P STy, 0 e ?

But you couldn’t speak Chinese when you first came, right?

90

Nashihou wo gang lai Chéngging de shihou,
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TR A g A 1A B P ) R A% 5

When | first came to Chongqing,

91
wo zhi hui shud “nihdo” ba
FH UL IE

| could only say “ni hao”.

92
Dangshi zai Chéngqging you hén dud rén hui shud Yingwén ma?
A EE KA R Z NSl S ?

Were there many people in Chongqging that could speak English?

93
W& dangshi jiushud shang ban de Chongqing ba zhdong
I Ul B BER) E R\

At that time, | was working in Chongqing No.8 Secondary School

94
suanshi Chéngqing y1 ge bijiao gaoji de xuéxiao ba
R R — A B s R A e

and it was a higher-end school.
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95
nashihou xuésheng men de shuiping haishi xiangdui gao de
T AR 2 AR AT ) 7K~ 2 AR e

The students had a relatively higher level of English.

96
W6 zhi de shi béndirén,
WAR I RAHN,

| meant local people.

97
jiushi rugud ni chaqu, qu canting cht dongxi,
RN RAR M 2, RETHZZR 70,

When you were going out to eat in a restaurant,

98
huibuhui péngdao yinwei wufa goutong ér yudao wenti?
S AN SRl B PR DAy 1 v 0 i A8 3 ] et ?

did you run into any problems because you couldn’t communicate (in
Chinese)?

99
Na yT nian jingchang ybu zhége qingkuang,
WL HEHRAEL
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That was a common situation in my first year here,

100
tebié shi yidan likai le xuéxiao,
i — BT 1542,

especially when | left my school

101
yinwei xuéxiao de shishéng tamen de Yingwén dou suan kéyi de.
PR A 2 R B D AR A AT T 2 S B RT AR

since many of the students and teachers’ English was okay.

102
Danshi yidan likai xiaoqu, kénding hui yudao hén dud kunnan.
HRE—BEIFRX, HESBINREL .

But as soon as | left the school, | definitely ran into many difficulties.

103
Zui haoxiao de zdngshi qu canting ba,
BRI SR LRTIE,

The funniest thing was always about going to a restaurant,

104
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tebié shi hudguo canting,
Fel e KT,

especially a hotpot restaurant

105
yinwei tamen géi ni kai chu de danzi quan shi Zhongweén,
R A AAT T 28 VR T H B 7~ A i L,

because the menu was all Chinese

106
meéiydushénme shuangyu ban de.
BT A XE R -

and there was no such thing as a bilingual version.

107
Ranhou qu cht hudgud féngxian yé hén da de,
SR IG 0z K A RS AR K

Also, it could be very risky to eat hotpot

108
yinweéi jiushud hudgud
PR A gk 156 K

because in a hotpot (restaurant),
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109
you hén dud waigudrén butai xihuan cht de cai ba
AIRZ AP E NA KB W H S e

there are many kinds of food that foreigners don'’t like to eat

110
bird shud ya chang, jiushud nao hua | Shénme?
Lot i, siuiiide | AAa?

for example, duck intestine and animals’ brain. | What?!

111
Dui a, jiushud hén dud giguai de mogu a
XM, 50 U AR 2 156 7 s TR

Yes! And all kinds of weird mushrooms!

112
Shénme ndo hua?
2 i 1E ?

What kind of brains?

113

Jiushi zhd de naodai ba
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HILAE A R AR e

Pig brains.

114
Ni chT gud ma?
frnzidng ?

Have you ever tried it?

115
Cht1 guo le, danshi wo cht le yici jiu zai méiydu cht
Ml 1, HRRIZ VIR A

Yes, | have. But | never tried it again after the first time.

116
Shénme weidao?
RSN

What was the taste like?

117
Zénme shuo ba, haishi juéde weidao shi kéyi de,
BN, 525 AFURIE L T LAY,

How should | say it? The taste was actually okay
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118
yinweéi tamen fang de zudliao dou hén xiang.
A AT TR Ve LR AR 2

because the ingredients they put in were very fragrant.

119
Danshi wo xin limian haishi zai xiang, wo chi de jiushi nao hua
BRI H SRR, FRAZ 2 e

But in my mind, | was thinking that what | was eating was brains!

120
haishi ziji ganjué bu xiguan
2 B T A ST

So, | felt uncomfortable about it.

121
Changzi xiguan ma? | Bu xiguan
W7 235 2 | A5

Did you get used to eating intestines? | No.

122
Xianzai hui cht ma?

HAE Sz ?
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Do you eat it now?

123
Xianzai hai bu cht | Haishi bu chi a
DAEIEANZ | 3 FE AN I

Still no! | You still don'’t eat it.

124
W0 jiushishud weéidao shi keyi de,
A2 1l R S w] LAY,

As | said, the taste is okay

125
jiushud tamen fang de zudliao dou hén xiang
LA AT e R AR A

because the ingredients are good.

126
Zhishi xinlizudyong?
FoROHER?

It was just a psychological reaction?

127

mandarincorner.org



Englishman Gets His Chinese Green Card and More
Danshi jiushi yT gé xinlizudyong ba
B — O AR

It was just a psychological reaction.

128
Ranhou chule zhege zhiwai, haiydbu maodu
RJakR T IZAZAh, AR

Besides these (weird stuff), there is also “mao du”.

129
Maodu shi shénme?
B RATA?

What is “mao du”?

130
Maodu jiushi niu de duzi, jiushi niu de wei zang ba
B ARSI, A1 B e

“‘Mao du” is cow’s belly or cow’s stomach.

131
Zhexié wo yé shi butai cht de,
R B AEAKIZIN,

| don’t eat this kind of stuff
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132
sudyi youxié mingzi wo dou butai shuxt
FT LA L8 42 7 RAA R TG

and so, | am not very familiar with the names.

133
Dui a, haiydu hén dud
XTI, AR %

Right. There are many more.

134
Haiydu jiu shud zhi de yachuang nayang
A R U B TR

For example, pig’s gum.

135
Zha de shétou | Dui a, haiydu niushé nayang de
FERIE Sk | R, G A R

Pig’s tongue. | Right! Also, cow’s tongue.

136

Danshi dangshi wd kanbuddng hudgud de caidan,
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B2 24 B A E KA A 5,

But at that time, | couldn’t understand the menu for hotpot,

137
sudy yali bijiao da de.
Bt LA 7 BE AR

so | felt stressed.

138
Rugud ni dian cud le, tamen géi ni duan chilai, ni méibanfa chr.
NRAR A T, AT S IR R, ARIRIMENZ .

If you ordered the wrong thing and they served it, you wouldn’t be able to eat it.

139
Ni yigérén qu chi huégudé ma?
PR—A N g KA 2

Did you go eat hotpot alone?

140
W& dou shi yao dai y1 gé péngyou.
A E A — DA

| would always bring a friend.
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141
W06 dangshi jiushi hé liang wéi Yinggud péngyou yiqi lai de,
I 5l 2 AR A A7 25 [ IR A — REE R 5

| came here with two English friends.

142
sudyi woémen jingchang jiu shuo jianmian, chaqu chifan
P ABATE H i U W TH, 2020

So, we often met and went out to eat together.

143
Jiushi wdmen dou ydu zhége gongtdéng de wenti,
e FATHA XA LR # 17] 7L,

The problem we shared was

144
jiu wdmen zai waimian dian fan, diancai de shihou,
RIRATLE AN SR, s SRR,

when we went out to eat and order food,

145
zongshi butai queding daodi zai dian shénme.

S AN 58 BUJRAE AT 4
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we would never be sure what we were ordering.

146
Ranhou wdémen yé hén nan xiang jiu shud dangdi rén qiuzhu,
SN JE FATHARME At U b A SR B,

Also, it was hard for us to turn to the locals for help

147
yinwei dangdi rén tamen ziran yiwéi women tébié xihuan cht nao hua
PR 2 1 AABATT AR DA FRAT A5 0] 2 XA i 4

because they naturally assumed that we liked brains very much.

148
Ni shi y1 biyé jiu lai Zhdonggud gongzuod le, shi ba? | Chabudud
frie—Egick P ETAE 7, 2?7 | ZAZ

You came to work in China as soon as you graduated, right? | More or less.

149
Késhi ni dangshi xuan de zhuanyé shi Fayu | Dui a
AR Z N BV REE | R

But your major was French. | Right!

150
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Jiushi xuan zhége zhuanye de shihou,
LR 1B IX AN I

When you were choosing your major,

151
you méiydu xiang guo ziji rihdu hui zud shénmeyang de gongzud?
AEARE E CH G S A B TAE?

did you think about what kind of work you would do in the future?

152
Shi jiao Yingyu ma? Yinggai bushi ba?
FEHITEG ? NAZAN N ?

Was it teaching English? Probably not, right?

153
Qishi méiyou, wo dangshi wd weiyT de xiangfa
FLSRIRA, FR I TR e — AR

Actually no, my only thought at the time

154
jiushi xian zai Zhdnggud tiyan y1 nian,
e e EHAL —F,

was to experience China for a year,
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155
ranhou gongzud wan le wo jiu huidao Yingguo qu fazhan.
SR G TAESE 1 Pl ml 219 [ 25 4 e

then go back to England when the work here was done.

156
Danshi wo lai dao le Zhongguo zhihou haishi juéde ziji hén shiying,
ERIAKE | EZ 255 B RGN,

But when | came to China, | felt very comfortable.

157
ranhou wo lai dao le Chdéngqing zhihou,
RIGERE] T EIRZ )G,

Also, after | came to Chongqing,

158
wo yé hén nuli de xué Zhongwen,
FAARSS Ty 2z rh oL,

| worked really hard to learn Chinese,

159

juéde ne diyT nian haishi yéu yidiandian de jinzhan.
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ARG 5 — LR — R R

and | felt there was some progress in the first year.

160
Zhdnggué guodnéi haiydu hén dud difang hai méiydu laideji qu IGyou,
o [ [ e A R 2 1538 R R AT e iR

Also, there were many places in China that | hadn’t had time to travel yet.

161
suoyi jiu shud diyT nian jiu shud yé bianchéng le di'er nian.
FIT DAk 10 38 — A AR B 1 5 A

So, the first year became the second year.

162
Dangran wo yé shi jigjin dai le y1 nian zhihou,
AR RILIER T — 225,

Of course, it was after I've been here for a year

163
wo cai rénshi le wd xianzai de qizi ba
AR T IRILAE K ZE 1

that | met my wife.
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164
Nimen lia shi z&€nme rénshi de?
PRI & B AN IR BT ?

How did you guys meet?

165
Qishi wémen shi zai hudgud canting peéngmian de.
FLSEFRAT R A K A% T AL T )

Actually, we met at a hotpot restaurant.

166
Hao giaohé!
Iy &

What a coincidence!

167
Shuo y1 shud na yici shi z&nme jianmian de
Yo YA — B2 WY

Can you talk about how you two met?

168
Zhén de haishi hén yéu yuanfen de

HIERRATZ T
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It was really fate!

169
Shi shéi dashan de shéi?
FEUERE UK ?

Who initiated the talk?

170
Shi zhéyang de, jiushi dangshi na jia hudguod canting de laoban
FEIXFEH], R B RS KA T AR

Well, the owner of that hotpot restaurant at the time

171
shi laizi Taiwan de,
R HEBER,

was from Taiwan,

172
ta jiushi xiang... jiushi xiang xiang wo de qizi xuanyao yixia,
R A AR R AZE TR T,

and he wanted to show off to my wife

173

mandarincorner.org



Englishman Gets His Chinese Green Card and More
jiu gén ta shuo, na liang wei laowai wd hén shu,
SRR, IS AL AN RAR 2,

that he knew those two foreigners really well

174
ni xiang rénshi yixia, wo géi ni jiéshao.
AR —TF, RGN AH.

and if she wanted to meet them, he could introduce them to her.

175
Laoban jiu ba ta dai guolai le,
e TR (WL U N

The owner brought her over

176
jiu na y1dun can ta jiu péi wémen yiqi chr.
SPCIR — it sl s A ] — A2

and she ate with us for that meal.

177
Zhongjian fashéng le shénme ma?
Hla] R A T A A ?

What happened during the meal?

mandarincorner.org



Englishman Gets His Chinese Green Card and More

178
Nashihou ta de Yingwén shud de bi wo de Zhongwén hao hén dug,
TR AN o ) e S A LE A R SR 22

At that time, her English was much better than my Chinese.

179
sudyi ta gén wémen lian le... jiushishuo lian le ji ju hua ba
B UL ERIRATER T ... 2 ik 1 L A)IE e

So, she practiced with us for a few lines. (talked to us for a bit)

180
jiushi ganjué jiushud dui bici de yinxiang shi tinghao de,
SO A B D LU0 AR S ) B R SR B 1

We had a good impression about each other.

181
women jiushud chi wan le women jiaohuan le dianhua haoma ba.
AT Z5E 1 FAAS e 1 LG ST .

After we finished eating, we exchanged phone numbers.

182

Ranhou wdmen gé le y1 gé xiatian,
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SNIEFATIRG T — D EK,

Then, we had a summer apart,

183
yinweéi dangshi kuaiyao dujia le, yao fangjia le
PRy R SR 1, R T

because we were going on vacation.

184
Fang shujia? | Dui a
BCEARL? | X IR

Summer vacation? | Yes.

185
Ranhou bayué women zai lianxi shang le
RE \HIANTHIRR LT

Afterwards, in August we got back in touch.

186
jiu cong nashihou fazhan qi le.
MBI i A JEAE T

Things developed since then.

mandarincorner.org



Englishman Gets His Chinese Green Card and More

187
Hao kuai a! | Shi ting kuai de
LR L | R

That was quick! | Yes, it was pretty quick.

188
Nimen cong jianmian dao zaiyiqi dagai zhongjian you dud chang de shijian?
G IRY NN E= ey SN IR S A N DL g T

How long did it take from the first meeting to actually being together?

189
Chabudud jiushi na duan san gé yue ba
EAZ R E = e

It happened during those first three months.

190
Liang gé rén suan yijianzhongging ma? | Shide
PN NE— BB ? | 2H

Did you guys fall in love with each other at first sight? | Yes.

191
Ni xihuan ta de shénme?

PREXR I A2 2
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What did you like about her?

192
Jiushi juéde ta hén ké'ai ya
LT B A3 AR ] %

| felt that she was very cute.

193
Nimen lia diyici yuéhui shi zai nali?
PRI S — IR 2 R AEMR L ?

Where was your first date?

194
Jit zai ciqi kdu, cigi kdu jiishi yT gé 180 zhén ba
IAERGAS 1, Hhgs Dt — A2 an

It was in Cigikou which is an old town

195
qishi jiushi Chéngqging yT g& hén rémén de y1 gé liydujingdian.
FLSI A A B IR — MR AT — MR I 5 A

and a very popular tourist attraction in Chonggqing.

196

mandarincorner.org



Englishman Gets His Chinese Green Card and More
Jiu diyici yuehui de shihou you méiydu fashéng shénme haowan de shir?
U — IRA = IR WA K AAT 207 e L2

Was there anything interesting that happened during your first date?

197
Zui zui haowan de jiushi wo dangshi dai shang le y1 gé Yingguo péngyou.
R IR I Ay B AN E A

The most interesting thing was that | brought a British friend with me.

198
Hai dai le gé diandengpao!
s A AT

You brought a “light bulb” (a third wheel)!

199
Dui a! Ta jiushi dang le y1 gé dianxing de diandéngpao.
XML AR 2 T A IR R KT i

That’s right! He was a typical “light bulb”.

200
W6 jiu gén wo xianzai de qizi yiqi zdulu, ta jiushud gén zai hdumian,
TR ERIRINAE 21— AE B, Al SR AE 5 T

| was walking with my wife, and he followed behind us.
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201
ranhou women xuan le yT ge difang
XA BATIE T — A5

Then, we chose a place.

202
Hao kélian! | Yoéudian kélian
gFartet | AR

Poor man! | Yes, a little!

203
Ranhou chifan de shihou wdémen xuan de dou shi y1 ge...
SR G W B I fige A1 T AT A2 — A

For dinner, we chose a...

204
yé shi y1 gé dianxing de Chéngqing mingcai, jiu jiao maoxuéwang
e — AN A E AL S, Y R I

We ordered a typical Chongqing dish, called “Mao Xuewang”.

205

Maoxuéwang shi zha xué ba?
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6 ML P 4% L P 2

That’s pig’s blood, right?

206
Jiushi zhd xué, qishi zhG xué wo yé butai xihuan,
FURFEIML, FLSERE 3R WA K E XK,

Yes, and actually | didn’t like it very much.

207
danshi limian you hén dud xihuan de shacai,
{H2 B AR 2 5 R HE

But there was a lot of vegetables that | liked in it,

208
sudyi yé méiydushénme guanxi de.
PTG AR R .

so it didn't matter.

209
Ta ydéu méiydu gén ni shud guo ta xihuan ni de shénme?
A7 VAT BR AR B fh 2 AR A4 2

Did she tell you what she liked about you
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210
jiu diyici jianmian de shihou
FIC S — IR DL THT (R B fie

on the first date?

211
Diyici jianmian jiushi méiydu shud name dug,
FH RS RA W A%,

On the first (date), we did not talk much.

212
jiushi qu renshi yixia.
E)EI%%U\_L/\—‘T °

We just got to know each other a little bit.

213
Ta zhihou you meéiydu gén ni jiang ta xihuan ni de naxié fangmian?
It 22 5 A A ERAR U A B R R TR A T 2

Did she tell you what she liked about you afterwards?

214
Kénéng dangshi jiushuo juéde wd zhangde shaowéi... | H&n shuai?

AR I LB AR B AT R | AR ?
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Maybe because she thought | looked a little.... | Handsome?

215
Shaoweéi haokan yidian de
AT B — R

A little good-looking.

216
Kénéng xihuan wo de yangzi ba
A AE BRI R T IE

Maybe she liked the way | looked.

217
YTinweéi ni shi Xifang guolai de,
PRI AR 78 7 SR

Since you're from the west,

218
ranhou ni de qgizi shi dianxing de dongfang rén,
SRR AR T2 R 207 N

and your wife is a typical Asian,

219
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nimen liang gé xiangchu de gudchéng zhong
PRATTRE AN AR A I AR

during the course of the relationship between the two of you,

220
you méiydu yinwei shénme wénhua chongti ér chanshéng maodun ne?
A BA B 9 2 ST R 7 A8 TE T 2

did any conflict occur due to cultural differences?

221
Ydushihou shi zhéyang de,
A R IR,

Sometimes, yes.

222
tebié shi jiushuo duidai duifang de yixié xiao fangshi.
5 ) R AR 7 ) — 28N 7

Especially in the way we treated each other.

223
W06 juéde duiwolaishud wo juéde zui da de butong,
FE 10 BR U LA e KA [,

| think the biggest difference for me
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224
jiushi ragud zai Xifang nabian
U AN RAEVE T R4

is that in the west,

225
jiushud shua péngyou, jiushuo tanlian'ai dehua,
SR, TR % 1T,

when you're in a relationship,

226
wo juéde you geng da de sirén kongjian.
I 13H SRR N 1]

there is more private space.

227
Biru shuo?
Eean i ?

For example?

228

Bird shud yao chaqu zud ziji de shi,
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bE i 2 L A SR,

For example, if you're going out to do something,

229
zai YIngguo nabian, youshihou ni buyiding yao zhuanmén qu dazhaohu a
TESE A, AR A —E E % ] 24T HE R

in England, sometimes you don’t need to tell your girlfriend

230
huozhé xiangdao yidingyao ba ta dai shang (qu)
B AR B — 8 EAt T (%)

or think about taking her along.

231
Na zhege wo hén kuai jiu faxian,
HEIXASFRAR PR A TR

| soon found out that

232

w0 juéde zai Zhonggud jiushud tébié shi zhézhdng kuawénhua de zhézhdng
jlaowang

FAEFFAE F [ U LR ol S ST 8 S X A A A

in cross-cultural relationships in China,
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233
jit shud bici de guanxi jiuyao miqgié hén duo,
SV R R VIR Z

couples are much more closer with each other

234
bu cunzai name da de sirén kongjian.
AL A KRN A 8] o

and there isn’t much private space.

235
Sudyi yiban wo qu nali, yiban wd dou zaojiu xiguan yao dazhaohu a
FITOA— RSB B, — P A gl > A58 T P

So generally, when | go somewhere, | will tell her about it

236
ragud yao jian rén, yidingyao ba wo de qizi dai shang.
WERE RN, — g ZIURAZE T L

or if | go meet someone, | will always bring my wife along.

237
Yaoburan rugud wo bu shud shénme jiu chiqu,

AR FA VAT 20 2%,
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If I go out without saying anything,

238

ta kénéng hui gandao shangxin

!

fibn] g 2= JKE 50

she might feel sad.

239
Ta hui shéngqgi ma?
iy o A 2

Will she get angry?

240
Yodushihou shéngqi, ydushihou shangxin
A A, ARG

Sometimes angry, sometimes sad.

241
You meéiydu shénme wénhua chayi
AEAA A ZE R

Is there any cultural differences that

242
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shi ni diyici faxian de shihou juéde féichang giguai,
FEVREE — R IR B i i 45 R0 A3 128,

when you first discovered, you found strange

243
érqgié hén bu nénggou shiying de?
111 FLARAN BE 5 JE 1 2

and you couldn’t get used to?

244
You! Tebié shi kénéng dangshi bu jing wd de tongyi
AR T RE I A IR R &

Yes! Especially without my consent,

245
jiushud yao yué wd qu zuo shénme shi
A LA A5

asking me to do something.

246
W6 jide women gang renshi de shihou, kénéng xiang xiu yixia ba
FACRIRATNIA R, AT gEAE 75— TRl

| remember when we first met, she probably wanted to show off
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247
sudyi jiushud ydushihou dai wo chaqu,
FIT CASR 158 A7 I i S 25

and so, sometimes she would take me out

248
ranhou rang wo shang y1 gé tai, yi ge watai
it E—E, 1S

and ask me to go on a stage

249
ranhou chang yT shou gé shénmede
SRR — B AT A

to sing a song.

250
Chang Yingwén gé haishi Zhongwén g&?
CES ST EnE %

English or Chinese songs?

251

Tébié shi Zhongwén gé ba
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5 )2 rh e

Chinese songs.

252
Danshi dangshi yé chang de yiban ban, dangshi wo de nage...
B2 I ARG — L, A AR

But my singing was not very good and at that time,

253
wd de Zhongwén yé& bushi tebié hdo, haiydu jiashang wd de...
THH WA RRERLE, AN IR

my Chinese wasn’t very good. On top of that...

254
w0 shi nazhdng wayinbuquan de y1 gé géshou | Ni shi ma?
PRI T F AR —DIRT | IREN?

| am a person that cannot carry a tune. | You are?

255
W&o changgé hén nanting.
FRIE AR HEDT o

| sing very terribly.
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256
Nimen hui jingchang qu KTV ma?
AT &5 L KTV ?

Do you guys go to KTV often?

257
Jinjinian méi zénme qu, zhuyao shi youyu jiu shud jiating de guanxi ba
I VFEREASE, FERBTREKERKRIE

No much in recent years mainly because of our family.

258
you lidng gé nli'ér jiu shijian méi name dud le,
AWV &I 42 T,

With two daughters, we don’t have much free time

259
ranhou jiushuo faxian ziji nianling yé da le yidian,
SRR KL H AR R T — 5,

and | feel that as | am getting older,

260
yinwéi wo kuai sishi sui le,

RONERIY+2 T,

mandarincorner.org



Englishman Gets His Chinese Green Card and More

| am almost 40,

261
xianzai wo juéde jingli méi name dud le,
DAER NG IBW A% T

| don’t have as much energy now.

262
kénéng yiban dao le wanshang ba jit dian zhdng
AIRE— MR B T e B\ L

Maybe around eight or nine o’clock at night,

263
jiyao shuijiao le, shi ba? | Dui a!
SUEIEDE [, NE? | R !

You need to sleep, right? | That’s right!

264
Dao le wanshang wd buxiang wd yidingyao chaqu
7 ERAEE - EEHE

At night, | don't want to go out

265
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jiushud changgé, paoba shénmede
FLUERR . AT A 1)

to KTV or bars.

266
suoyi jiushud wo de shénghud xiguan yé manman de zhuanbian le.
FIT AR 18 B ) A 0 ST R B8 AR T

So, my habits have slowly changed.

267
Déang ni de qizi, jil nage shihou haishi nlipéngyou ma,
MARIIZET, BN BHGEE  2 I AR

When your wife, who was your girlfriend at the time, ...

268
dang ta de péngyou men zhidao ta jiao le y1 gé Yingguo de nanpéngyou,
HUb R AT EE w AE T — AN E R B A

When her friends found out that she had an English boyfriend,

269
tamen de fanying shi shénmeyang de?
AATTH S N AR AT AR ?

what was their reaction?
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270
Dangran haishi you yidiandian de chijing,
BIRIERA — R,

Of course, they were a little surprised.

271
tebié shi wo zai Chongqing de tou jinian jiushuo waigudrén hai suan hén shao.
5 ) 2 FAE E R B Sk LA At i A B R SR /D

Especially because in my first years in Chongqing, foreigners were still very
few.

272
jiushud ling san, ling si nian
FUt03, 044F

In 2003 or 2004,

273
woO kéyi zOu zai Chongqing de jiéfang béi nabian, zdu zai waimian
AT DLEAE 5 P B AR TSR 12, AEAEAMIHD

if | walked around the Liberation Monument in Chonggqing, or walked outside,

274
jiushud haiydu hén dud dangdi rén kénéng méiydu kan gud waiguodrén
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FUIE AR Z B N AT ge e & S E A

many locals, who probably had never seen a foreigner

275
dou juéde tebié de jingya ba
IO A5 ) B T e

would be in shock.

276
Tamen jiu hui jiushuo ting zai nage... ting zai dangxia ba
AT VUSRI A (S R IE

They would stop at the moment

277
ranhou jiushud ding zhe wo
U ERRE S E3

and stare at me

278
ding zhe wd zbugud nayang de, jiushud zdu dao yuanchu
AT PGB AR, ol 28 3z 4b

as | walked by them until | was far away.
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279
Dang ni zbu zai jiéshang yourén ding zhe ni kan de shihou,
HUREEE A NITE ARG e,

When you were walking down the street and someone stared at you,

280
ni hui shi shénme fanying ne?
Praxfett o s NiWe ?

what was your reaction?

281

Hui juéde hén ganga, haishi hui ding huiqu?

p

SR, R AT %

Would you feel awkward or would you stare back at them?

282
Kénéng ganjué you yidiandian de ganga,
A REIR A — i s B N

Maybe | felt a bit awkward.

283
danshi guo le jige yué wo jiu xiguan le,

B 7 HE I T
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But after a few months, | got used to it.

284
jiushud dui tamen xiao yT xiao
FERRARATISR— K

| would just smile at them.

285
W jiu faxian ragud ni dui tamen xiao,
AU I AR AR AR5,

| found that if you smile at them, ...

286
yinwei tamen bénlai... tamen jiushi dui wo gandao haoqi,
PROAARATTAS K. .. AT TRt 5 R B 4T 7

They were just curious about me,

287
jiu zai meéiydu rénhé de diyi shénmede.
U AR BSOS AT A

and didn’t have any hostility (towards me) or anything like that.

288
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Sudyi xiguan le zhthou, wo jiu zhidong géi tamen da ge zhaohu a
FrUASIR T 2 )5, 3t shas AT 14T A HE PR

So, after getting used to it, | would take the initiative to say “hello”,

289
hut y1 huishdu, shud shéng nihao shénmede
T, AR AR

wave my hand or say “ni hao” to them and so on.

290
Tamen tdran jiu hui xiao qilai, sudyi zhége hén kuai jiu xiguan le
AT RIR A SRR, B LR AMB PR I 15 1

They would suddenly smile. So, | quickly got used to this.

291
Ta de fumu dangshi zhidao nimen zaiyiqi ma?
Ut (R A B 24 B R PR AT 1 /E — e 2

Did her parents know that you two were together?

292
Kénéng jiaowang le jige yue, wo jiu dao ta de jiaxiang qu le.
ATRESCAE 7L A, Tial IR 2 27 .

After maybe a few months of dating, | went to her hometown.
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293
Ta de jiaxiang qishi bushi zht chéng, zai Héchuan Q,
MR 2 FSEA R B3NS ITIX,

Her hometown is not in the main city, it is in the Hechuan District,

294
kénéng li zhu chéng kénéng you wu liushi gongli zudyou ba
FIRER AT BE A TN A AT

and maybe about fifty or sixty kilometers from the city.

295
Bu suanshi xiangxia ba?
AFRZ TE?

It's not in the countryside, right?

296
Bushi, ta shi y1 gé zai chéngshi ba
A, BERAERTIE

No, it’s a city.

297

kénéng haishi rénkdu ydu y1 bai dud wan ba
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ARt E NHH —HZ R

Maybe it has a population of more than a million.

298
Rugud zai Yingguo suanshi dachéngshi ba
G SRAE S ] B K i e

It would be considered a big city in England.

299
danshi zai Zhonggué kénéng bu suan da le.
HREAPEAREAF KT .

But in China, it is not that big.

300
Diyici jian fumu de shihou shi shénmeyang de changjing?
F— IR A BRI 2 AT AFE R 52 2

What was it like the first time you met her parents?

301
W jiu jide diyici qu de shihou,
PHCAT R — IR L B i

| remember the first time | went there,
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302
gishi kénéng ta fumud you yidiandian de fandui ba.
FLSEAT e it SRR — RURUH SO TR

her parents probably were a little against (us being together).

303
Qishi ni zhidao zai Zhonggué hén dud fumu
SR AISE 7E AR 2 A0 B

As you know, many Chinese parents

304
tamen xihuan gé&i zin{ jiushud baoban,
AT = RS T Lt i L

like to arrange their children’s marriage,

305
Ziji géi tamen xuan yT gé duixiang.
H o4l 1k — X R

pick a partner for them.

306
Sudyi tamen bénlai... gishi tamen dui wo xianzai de qizi

PrEMtATA K. .. st AT BRBLAE 22 1
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So, they originally... Actually, for my wife,

307
yijing you y1 gé... xin [imian haiydu y1 gé duixiang ba
C&fH ... L RIEH X RIE

they already had someone in mind.

308
Tamen dangshi yijing kénéng zhao hao le xiangqin duixiang?
fATT 2 A REFR AT TSRS R 2

They already found someone for her?

309
Kénéng hai meéiydu wanquan tan chéng nayang de.

A REIE A S ARSI FEA o

7/

Perhaps, they didn’t completely settle on this.

310
Danshi tamen kénéng gén lingwai y1 gé duixiang de fumu yijing zai...
{EFEABATRT RERR 55— IR SR A

But they may have already been

31
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kénéng zaojiu zai shud zhege shiging le.
AR AR WX A FHE T

talking about this with that guy’s parents long time ago.

312
Jiushi ganghao jiu shud na y1 nian ta cai shi daxué san nianji,
I NI BV — it A 2 K =4,

It just so happened that she was in her third year of university

313
suQyi jiushud zhéyang... tamen hai méi laideji tdn chéng zhége
BT USSR B3R A .. ABA T PR AT S R X A

and so... they hadn’t had time to agree on this.

314
Sudyi wo diyici qu Héchuan de shihou,
P AFREE — IR & & N RN,

When | first went to Hechuan,

315
jiu haishi méiydu rang women zhu tamen jia limian
UL A L TA AR AT 2 B

they didn’t let me sleep in their house.
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316
danshi ta you y1 geé... wo jiu ba ta dang y1 ge qinqgi ba
HRMA —A.. RS — SR EE

But she had a.... | will call him a relative.

317
haishi dui wd hén haoqi, haishi rang wo zhu zai tamen jia limian
R ARG AT, iR iR 2 B

He was very curious about me and agreed to let me stay in his house.

318
Qishi tamen dui wd hén reqing, jiushud jiedai wo jiushi hén hao,
FS AT TRARIAE, SR Bt 2 1R AT

Actually, they were very warm to me and treated me well.

319
dai wo chdqu wan, cht dacan, yé chang le bushao geé.
R R, IZR%, IR T AR

They took me out and treated me with nice meals and we also went to sing a
lot.

320
Danshi yé youyixié shaowéi rénzhén,
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HRWEA — LA E,

But there were also some

321
shaowéi yansu yidian de yixié changjing ba
FAGI™ i — R — L7 g

more serious situations.

322
bird shuo ta de fumu hén dud jiarén, tamen dou weizuo...
tean i SRR 2 N, HlATTHR L AL

For example, her parents and relatives would sit around me.

323
Weéi guolai?
ik ?

They surrounded you?

324
ranhou weén le wod hén dud wenti.
SRJE AT FRAR £ A

Then, they asked me many questions.
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325
Dangran yé you hén dud tamen danxin de wenti
IR R 2 A AT THH O Y ]

Sure, some questions were because of their worries.

326
gishi tamen danxin de weénti yé duiwdlaishud yduxié qiguai de.
LS AATTHELCo 14 i) A0 56 R U A S TR I

In fact, the things that they worried about were a little bit strange to me.

327
YTnwéi tamen dangshi wen le wd shibushi laizi YInggud de néngcian
BRI AAT T I 1] 7 R ANk B e [ B A

They asked me whether or not | was from the countryside in England.

328
danshi wd dangshi jiushud meéiyou linglué dao,
{HL 2 24 I gl 15 VA 4o 2],

But at that time, | didn’t realize that

329
jiushudé Zhongguo hé Yingguo dui ndngcin ydu butdng de gainian.

S A [ A A AN R R
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Chinese and English had different perception of the countryside.

330
Zai YIngguo de noéngcan nabian, qishi huanjing shi hén méi,
FEGE [ RN R, HSEH AR 36,

In the countryside of England, it is actually very beautiful,

331
fangzi yé da, yiban dou shi dou yodu chézi, haishi...
TR, —REAEHAET, ..

the houses are big and people usually have cars.

332
shénghuo bijiao fuzu de | Jiushi a
ATEEECE R | B

Life (in the countryside) is pretty good. | Exactly.

333
Danshi dangshi wo bu zhidao
B I A RIE

But at that time, | didn’t know that

334
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zai Zhongguo shi jibénshang jiushi xiangfan de,
FEPE R A ERURAE R,

in China it was basically the opposite.

335
jiushud rén tingdao ni... rugud ni shud wo laizi néongcin...
VA BR. .. WERAR IR BARH ..

If people heard that you’re from the countryside,...

336
Shibushi yéu yidiandian dai qishi de ganjué?
FEAN A — s s T B )R ?

Maybe there is a bit of discrimination?

337
Ni shi xiangxia de haizi!
U/t % FIIET

“You're a kid from the countryside!”

338
Dui a! Sudyi wd dangshi jiushud, wd shud le zhénxiang
XTI B ARSIk 5, R T EAH

Right! So, | told them the truth
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339
w0 jiushi laizi yT ge chéngzhén ba
PR A — NI

and | said | was from a town.

340
danshi wo shud chéngzhén yé ydudian xiang shi nongcin le,
BRIV A SRR T,

But | told them that a town was a bit like a village, too.

341
w0 jiu gén tamen jiéshi le
T ERARA TR 1

| explained to them that

342
YTngguo de chéngzhén shi hén méi, jiushi hén fuzu
JEE P RRSE, MARE

English towns are beautiful and people are somewhat well-off.

343

Dang tamen tingdao ni shi laizi chéngzhén de,
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AT BURE R H IR,

When they heard that you were from a town,

344
tamen you méiyou juéde ydudian shiwang?
HATE WA A RRE?

did they feel a little disappointed?

345
Zhege wo butai gingchu de
XA A K E

| am not sure about that.

346
zhége yé youkénéng
XA A AT RE

It is possible.

347
Hai wen le shénme qita de wénti ne? Jiushi y1 kaishi de shihou
M) 1A FE B IR 7 A — TR R

Did they ask you other questions, at the beginning?
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348
You, tebié shi wo de beijing
7, Rl B IN T 5

Yes. Especially about my background.

349
wo shibushi jiu shud... | Daxué biye?
WRAZRL... | K2

Was I... | A college graduate?

350
Zhége yé wen le, danshi tamen zui guanxin de jiushi chule néngcun...
XA T, ER AR TR SO RR AT ..

They asked this too. But what they were most concerned about, besides

351
shibushi néngcun lai de zhiwai
Fe NFERA R Z Fh

whether or not | was from the countryside,

352
jiushi wd shibushi yijing jié le han,

RN RO T,
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was whether or not | was married already

353
wo shibushi jiushud ba qizi jiushuo haizi dit zai Yinggud nabian
FRAE U AT T % T EAE S [E R

and if | had abandoned my wife and kids

354
jiu Ziji tao guolai le
ME ORI RT

to escaped from England to China.

355
Tamen danxin... | Dui a
AOATTEE L | X

They worried... | Right!

356
Danshi zhége yihou yé hao xiaochu,
BRI PR AR,

But that was easy to clear up

357
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yinwei zai women jiéhtn zhiqgian,
BRI AE AT EE U8 2 T

because before we got married,

358
women zhunbéi le y1 fén danshén zhéngming,
PATHER T — 1 BB,

| needed to get a certificate to prove | was single

359
zhége jiushi Yingguo de lingshiguan kai de.
XA B 2 [ ) A0 TR

from the British consulate.

360
Zhége jiushud na dao le zhthou, tamen wanquan jiu fangxin le.
RS ES V25, e emmse 1.

After | got this, they were completely at ease.

361
Tamen huibuhui danxin ni de caiwu zhuangkuang?
fATT S A AH DR EI I 554K 2

Were they worried about your financial state?
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362
Bird shud weén yixia ni de gongzuo, ni zhuan dudshao qgian,
Le it in] — ORI AR, IR bk,

For example, asking about your job, how much money you made

363
ké bukéyi yanghuo ni de qizi daoshihou
FJANE] BAIRIE AR 0 21 1 ik

and whether or not you would be able to support your wife.

364
Dangshi kénéng haishi méiydu fuhé tamen zui lixiang de,
I ] BEIE S VA AT A AT B ERAR Y

| may not have been their ideal (type).

365
danshi haozai wo dangshi hén nianqing, jiushi daxué biyé buijiu le,
{HR AU R R, e KFEEWAAT,

But fortunately, | was very young and had just graduated from university.

366

qishi wo dangshi de gongzi
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FLSRFR I ) T BE

In fact, my salary at that time

367
xiangduiyu jiushud dangdi de shuiping laishud shi ting gao de.
FEXT T 00 244 1 ) 7K ST R 5 HE 1 1) o

was quite high compared to the locals.

368
Waijiao shi
CE e

Being a foreigner teacher, that’s true.

369
Dui a, wo jide wo diyT nian wd de gongzi cai san gian wu bai yuan
X, RACFIREE —F R THEA =T AT

Yes. | remember my first year of salary was only 3500 yuan.

370
Shi ma?
FE g ?

Really?
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371
Danshi wo yé... kénéng yé you qita de jiushud shouru laiyuan,
EiREM... ATt A e R KIS,

But | had other sources of income too.

372
bird shud dangshi jiushi xuéxiao yé rang wo jiushud xiaban zhthou,
LEan 5t 24 I i 2 A Lk il R R S

For example, my school asked me to

373
jiu xidng rang wo qu lingyT sud xuéxiao qu dud buké
AUEEIZE 7 — P L 2 AR

go to another school to teach after work.

374
sudyi yigong kénéng you wu liu gian zudyou ba, y1 gé yuée
Frel—3LArae s o TAAE, —H

So, | could make a total of 5 to 6 thousand yuan a month.

375
Nage shihou hai keyi

ARSI ik mT B
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That was pretty good for that time.

376
Dangshi wo qizi de... jiushi wd de yuému dou zai gén wo shuo le,
G IRZE TR R A R RR IR T

My wife’s... my mother-in-law said that

377
jiushud dangshi tamen liang gé de tuixit gongzi,
S0 U 2 AT A A B IR AR T

the retirement salary of the two of them,

378
haiydu ta de qin ji€jie de gongzi,
A W SR ARG Y T %

her sister’s salary

379
haiydu ta de jiéfu de gongzi jia zaiyiqi hai méiydu wd de gao.
WA At PR AH 2R B0 B INAE — I WA R

and her sister-in-law’s salary combined wasn’t as high as mine.

380
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O, shi ma?
gk, JEng?

Really?

381
Sudyi haishi fangxin ba ta jiaogéi wo le.
Fr L& f& e At i As 45 3 1 .

So, they felt reassured in trusting me with their daughter.

382
Sudyi nimen zaiyiqi yT nian budao jiu zhdnbeéi yao jiéhln le, shi ma?
P UARATHE — e — A B & A US 7, 2ng?

So, you two prepared to get married after being together for less than a year,
right?

383
Zhege zhuyao shi ta... yuemu kénéng danxin
XA FER ... R REEO

This was mainly because my mother-in-law was worried

384
wo kénéng yao likai, tdopao shénmede
WATRE LRSI, R A )

that | might leave or run away.
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385
Zhén de, kénéng you zhé fangmian de danxin ba
FLHY, AR X5 T R AH O e

Really! They might have had this kind of concern.

386
Sudyi ta haishi ydudian jiushud cuicu women yao zaodian jiehdn
T ABt 30 2 A 5 0 U e AT B R 5 0

So, she urged us to get married early.

387
Women rénshi de diyT tian qi dao wdmen jiehtn méi dao yinianban.
FATVARBI R — R B FATLE ISR —

From the day we met till the day we got married it was less than a year and
half.

388

Nimen zhé suanshi shanhin ya?

PRAN TR B TR S 2

This can be considered a “flash marriage”!

Note: “shanhun” means a couple getting married not long after meeting.)

389

Ydudian xiang shanhin, dui a

A RGNS, X

Yes, it was a little like a “flash marriage”.
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390
Danshi ta yinggai hai meéiyou daxué biyé ba?
(B R Bt N 12348 Y5 A RS Bl g 2

She probably hadn’t graduated from college, right?

391
Ta gang biye le
AR SN A

She just graduated.

392
Jiéhtn zhigian ni yuéfu yuemu nabian ydu méiydu yaoqiu ni géi cai i,
SEUS Z U RAE SO BRI A e ER IR G R AL

Before marrying, did your parents-in-law ask you for a “caili” (dowry provided
by men),

393
huozhé shi tigdong yixié qita de, bird shud fangzi hé chézi zhéxie?
BCF R e BB, Bl s AR I e ?

or other things, for example, a house or a car?

394

Xiang jiazhuang zhiléi de?

B2 KR ?

Like “jiazhuang”? (dowry provided by women’s family)
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395
Dui... bushi jiazhuang, yinggai shi cai li
Xf... ARG, MiZEal

Right... Oh no! It's not “jiazhuang”, it should be “caili”.

396
jiazhuang shi niifang g&i ni de
WAL R L TT 4 IR

“Jiazhuang” is provided by the woman’s family.

397
Qishi méiyou
Hszse

Actually, no.

398
Hao xingyun o!
I spismk !

How lucky!

399
Dui a! gishi juéde Chongqging, Sichuan zhé kuai
XL HSEREAF E R, DU )I1EX R

Yeah! Actually, | feel Chongqing, Sichuan
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400
yé shi gén Béi Shang Guang ydudian buyiyang de,
WAL B R AR,

is different from Beijing, Shanghai and Guangdong, (in this regard).

401
yinwei wo zaojiu zhidao kénéng zai Shanghai nabian de
PR D9 3 L Al R AT BEAE BRI Y

| have known for a long time that in Shanghai,

402
hén dud nlifang ydu zhé yifangmian de yaoqiu.
RZ LT HR— IR ER.

many women'’s family have this kind of requirement.

403
Danshi mugian Chéngqging Sichuan jit méi name yanzhong
{72 H 1 = PR PY BB 4™ 5

But currently, it's not that bad in Chongqging, Sichuan.

404
Xianzai dou méiydu shénme, shi ma?
BUER A A, 2?

Even now?

mandarincorner.org



Englishman Gets His Chinese Green Card and More

405
Shibushi wanquan méiydu, wo hai youdian shudbuzhun.
AR TERERAH, WA SUAE.

Whether or not they don’t ask at all, | can’t say for sure.

406
Danshi wanquan bushi Béi Shang Guang nayang de gingkuang
{EPESteoe iy o |l sy 1 = K2V

But it’s definitely not like in Beijing, Shanghai or Guangdong.

407
Nimen jiéhtn de hdnli shi zai Zhonggué ban de haishi zai Yingguo ban de?
PRATI S AR RIS AL 2 A [ TR AR5 A AE DL T3 1 2

Was the wedding held in China or in England?

408
Zai Zhonggud ban de
FE [ FRH

In China.

409
HUnli shi shénmeyang de hanli?
IEAL A ARERIUEAL ?

What was the wedding like?
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410
Zhé gén Yingguo haishi hén buyiyang de.
X R EEEARA—FE

It was a little different from England.

411
W6 xiguan de zai Yingguo de hanli,
e SIG AL g B 145 AL

In England,

412
jiushi ni jiehinzhéng hé hanli dou shi téngyt tian ban de.
U VRS S UE AU AL A [R] — R AP o

you have your wedding and get your marriage certificate on the same day.

413
YTngguo nabian de yiban hén dud rén jiu xihuan nazhdng
e [ AR ) — AR 22 Nl AR

In England, many people like the kind of weddings

414
langmanzhuyi de jiaotang shi
RS E R

that are romantic and held in a church.
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415
ranhou ni de hanli yishi ban wan le zhihou,
IRE VRIS AL G e T 2 )5,

After your wedding ceremony is over,

416
ni jiu dangchang jiushuo tianbidao, ban ni de jiéhanzhéng,
Rt B S AR, IR S ASIIE,

you need to fill in a form to get your marriage certificate.

417
ranhou jiushud hai xtyao liang ge zhéngrén tamen yé qianzi ba.
SR U 7 T AARA T 25 e

Also, you need two witnesses to sign their names.

418
Danshi yiban zai Zhongguo jiushi fénkai ban de,
(B — AL T [ Wi 0 T IR

But in China, they’re generally separate.

419
sudyi women tigian ban le jiéhan zhéng.
FITABRAT TR T I3 1 45U IE -

So, we got our marriage certificate before (our wedding).
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420
Qishi ban jiehtnzhéng yé faxian shi... chagqi... zénme shud
HSLp e iSuE R BE... Ha.. Bl

Actually, | found that getting a marriage certificate was... How do | say it?

421
jiushi charényiliao de jiandan ba
U N TR ) L

It was unexpectedly simple!

422
Chule wd de danshén zhéngming zhiwai, wo jiu jiao le wo de huzhao,
R 7R BE 2 Ah, Jtsg 1A,

Besides my Single Status Certificate, | just turned over my passport,

423
wo tidnbido, jiao le dian féi, ranhou pai le y1 gé zhao
WK, 7 8%, Ram T —ME

filled in a form, paid a fee and took a photo.

424
Buhui wen yixié wénti ma?
R ] — 2 ] g 2

Didn’t they ask some questions?
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425
Yé méiyou
N

No.

426
Hao jiandan o!
Ui fij £ !

That’s so simple!

427
Dui a, tébié jiandan
XU, g ) g R

Yes, very simple.

428
Ranhou jiushud méi zai hinyin de dengji chu nabian, méi dai dugjit
SR G UL AL LS TR 1) A R, AR 2 A

We didn’t stay very long in the marriage registration office

429
women jiu daizéu le women de jiéhinzhéng.
FATHEH E 7 JATHI LIS IE -

before we got our marriage certificate.
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430
Houlai bujit women jiu zai ta de jiaxiang nabian
Ja KA AT AL K 2 814

Not long afterwards, in her hometown,

431
jiushuo ban le xiao hunli ba
e 1/ NEALIE

we held a small wedding.

432
jiushi ding le canting.
e E 18T .

We just reserved a restaurant.

433
Nimen de hunli shi shénmeyang de? Ké bukéyi midoshu yixia?
PRATBIUSAL AT AFER 2 ATANT] DA IR — 7 2

What was your wedding like? Can you describe it a little?

434
Jiushi zai canting limian ban de, ding le jige da zhuozi ba
FRAERIT BN, & 7 RE T

It was held in a restaurant and we had reserved a few big tables.
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435
jiushi you hén dud gingi a haiydu xié péngyou, y1 gé xiao zhuchirén,
FARAIRZ SRBIPLEA LA, —DMDhEFEAN,

Many relatives, friends and a host

436
ranhou tamen jiushud géi women fa hén dud zhufu yu a
SR AATT A 1 25 FAT TR AR 2 Bl AR T TR

came and gave us many good wishes.

437
jiushi kénéng ydu yixié gingi tamen shangtai jiushud zhi yixia ci,
SR AT REA — LR U AT B & B B — T &,

Then, some relatives went on stage to make a speech.

438
jlbénshang jiu zhéyang le.
FEAR IR T .

That was about it.

439
Haishi ting jiandan de
i e ] R

That’s pretty simple.
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440
Ydu méiydu shénme fengsu shi gén nimen Yinggud de hanli buyityang de?
A WA A2 AN 2 ERARATT 5 [ A S AL A —FE Y 2

Is there any custom in Chinese weddings that is different from the British?

441
You! Tébié shi suanming.
A R A

Yes! Especially, fortune tellers.

442
W6 qizi de fumu tébié de... tébié shi na yidai rén,
T HISCERR ... R —AN,

My wife's parents are specially... Especially in their generation,

443
tamen tébié de mixin.
AT T4 ) R TR A

they are particularly superstitious.

444
Sudyi women jiéhiln zhigian jiushi women...
P ABRAT S US Z ATt e 3417...

So, before our wedding, we...
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445
Dui le bazi, shi ba? | Dui a
XP 7N, FEME? | IR

Compared your birthday and hers, right? | Right.

446
Women tigong le women ziji de jiushuo...
FAFRAL T IHATE DI

We provided our...

447
Shéngchénbazi?
FRINF?

Birthdays?

448
Dui a, jiushi women de chashéngriqi ba
XM, A AT H A H ANE

Right. The dates we were born,

449
chushéng de shihou shibushi héiyé, shibushi baitian
A IR AR B, EAZEKR

and whether it was night time or day time when we were born.
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450
hai kan le wo de naxié... | Shouxiang
WA TR | T

He also looked at my... | Your palm?

451
Dui a, kan le wo de shduxiang
S, T BT A

Yes, he checked my palm.

452
Tamen dou gén wdémen shuo,
AT AR ERFRATT L,

They drew a conclusion that was something like this:

453
tianshang y1 dui dishang yi shuang nayang de yi gé jiélun
R =R F—XORFE — 4518

a pair in heaven and in the world...

454
Tianzaodishe de yidui | Dui a
DRI B — %] | X 1]

A pair that was created by heaven / God (meaning a perfect couple) | Right.
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455
Na hinli de shihou ni fumua you guolai ma?
FRUSAL A I e VR S BEA A e 2

Did your parents come to your wedding?

456
YTnweéi women ding rizi de shihou yé shi tobnggud nage suanming rén
RIAFATTE H 5 B 2 38 5 I8 B diw A

The date for our wedding was also set by that fortune teller,

457
jiushi géi women suan le y1 gé jiushud y1 ge jiri ba
FAGTAE 7 — i —4 % Hg

and he helped us figure out an auspicious day.

458
gishi wo fumua haiydu wo de didi dou guolai le,
FESEIRACHREE A ) o sh AR T,

Actually, my parents and my younger brother all came here.

459
jiushi na y1 tian tamen méiydu nénggou lai canijia.
SRR — RAMATE AT Be g K.

But they couldn’t come to attend (our wedding) on that particular day.
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460
Gan budao a? | Dui a
AL 2| 5% Wl

They couldn’t make it? | Right.

461
Ni ganggang jiang ni zai Zhongguo juban le hanli,
PRI PR A b 28 0 T 48 4L

You said that you held your wedding in China,

462
name nimen you meéiydu huidao Yingguo zai juban lingwai yici?
IR ARG B [0l 2 e [ 28 70 T3 b — K ?

did you guys have another wedding back in England?

463
Wdmen suiran meéiyou zhéme ban,
BANTEIREAH X AT,

Although we didn’t do it,

464
danshi zheége méiydu géi women dailai shénme da mafan.
HR XN A 4 FRA T ReA 4 K RRIT

we didn’t have any problems because of that.
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465
Women ling dao le jiéhunzhéng zhihou,
FATIE] | S5 IIEZ )5,

After we got our marriage certificate,

466
woOmen qu le gdongzhéngchu gongzhéng yi fén,
AT T AUEAL A UE— 1

we went to the notary office to notarize it.

467
ranhou women xayao qu guowai ban shénme zhéngjian de shihou
IR JE BN 75 25 E AN I A UE A R e

So, if we need to get some kind of certificate abroad

468
yao shénqing gianzheng,
FHTE I,

or apply for visas,

469
woOmen tigong yixia jiu kéyi le.
FATHRME— T LL 1

we only need to provide that (as a proof).
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470
Ranhou wo zai Yingguo nabian de jiating yé bushi tébié da,
SR FRAE S IR 32 ) 5 B B AN SR 5 K

Also, my family in England isn’t that big.

471
wo yobu yT1 gé didi, y1 gé fumu,
TH—BH —DEE,

| have a brother, parents,

472
wo de jiaxiang Laistté nabian haiydu jige qingi ba.
WHIR 2 SR IR ILIEA JUA R BT .

and a few relatives in my hometown, Leicester.

473
Sudyi women haishi méiyou gandao tébié ydu biyao
JIT CARAN T3 2 V5 AT SR S 0 A 0 2

So, we didn’t feel that it was necessary

474
qu Yinggud ban yici de hanli.
LI T p— RS AL .

to have a wedding in England.
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475
Mingbai le, nimen zai Yingguo shibushi yé xayao ling y1 gé zhéng?
HE T, AT E A B/ 2 MIE?

| see. Did you guys also get a (marriage) certificate in England?

476
Zhongguo ban de jiéhanzheng Yingguo nabian de tamen yé renténg,
o [ ol ) 235 S AE e [ AR 322 A AT T A T

England also recognizes Chinese marriage certificates.

477
danshi women xdyao qu gongzheéng, zhe jiu kéyi le.
ERBATFH EZL AU, KHATLL T .

But we needed to go get it notarized and after that, it was okay.

478
Wdmen qu shénme gugjia,
TATEA A ERK,

We could go to any country,

479
buguan shi Yingguo, Meéigud, gita difang dou kéyi.
AE R KE, HAdd 7 # AT L.

whether it is England, America or other places.
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480
Name ni qizi ta yé kéyi suishi chdrt Yinggué ma?
AR A ARZEET Al ] AR I N 5 [ e 2

So, can your wife go to England anytime?

481
Ta ydu méiydu Yingguo de 1(ika?
WA A P E SRR 2

Does she have a British green card?

482
Méiyou, yinwéi women jiushi changzhu Chongqing zhébian de.
B, OB 4 BRI A

No, because we are mainly based in Chongqing.

483
Danshi jiashé wdémen you yT1 tian yao yimin Yinggué shénmede,
BRI — RER R E A A1),

But if one day we want to immigrate to England,

484
woO ké&yi géi ta ban y1 gé yimin de gianzhéng.
AT PAZE b I — 8 IR 2R IE -

| can get her an immigration visa.
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485
Danshi women zuidud jiushi yT1 nian yici qu Yingguo,
HREBM&Z e —F— IR EREE,

But for now, we go to England at most, once a year.

486
sudyi wémen géi ta ban yT gé Ilydéu gidnzhéng jiu gou le.
Bt CLRRA 125 2t Ip— AN IR T AR 0S 1 o

So, it's enough for her to get a tourist visa.

487
Mingbai le
e T

| see.

488
Nimen xianzai ydu liang gé ni'ér a? | Shi
TRITBEA PN 2O ? | 2

You guys have two daughters, right? | Yes.

489
Sudyi ni de diyT gé ni'ér shi shénmeshihou yao de?
FT LRI S — 22 )L A I 2 6 2

When did you have your first daughter?
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490
Ta shi ér ling ling ba nian chishéng de,
fh 7220084 H A 1,

She was born in 2008

491
woOmen dangnian zhu zai Hanguo.
P A EAAE T

and we were living in South Korea at that time.

492
Nimen shénmeshihou qu de Hanguo?
PRATIA 2 B e 25 ) 5 D 2

When did you go to South Korea?

493
W6 shi ling gt nian dao yiyT nian dai de Hanguo,
HAEO7HF B M 5

| was there from 2007 to 2011

494
zai nabian jiushud yé& congshi le si nian de jiaoxué gongzud.
FEARL BT T DY B AR

and | taught there for four years.
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495
Dangshi wo zai Chéngging ba zhong gongzuo le si nian zhihou,
I AR H R )\ AR 7 IUEZ )G,

At that time, | had already worked in Chongging No.8 middle school for 4
years,

496
w0 haishi ydudian xiang jiushud gaibian yixia shenghué méshi,
P2 RNV — AR E,

and | wanted to change my lifestyle.

497
Wdmen haishi juéding le yao qu gudwai jiushud qu tiyan yixia ba.
PATE R P 7 E L E A 548G — T IE.

So, we decided to experience going abroad.

498
Dangnian wo de qizi tébié de xihuan Han ju.
2 4 B TRl ) R X

Also, in those years, my wife loved K-dramas.

499

WS yé shil
A !
Me too!
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500
W4 yobu ji nian wo yeé ting xihuan,
A JVFERABBE =,

There was a few years that | liked them too.

501
woO xué Hanyu de shihou yé kan le hén dud Hangud de dianshiju.
A mhi B g B E 1 1R 22 5 B i B LR

When | was learning Korean, | watched a lot of K-dramas.

502
Sudyi jiu shuo ling g1 nian de xiatian,
FrLEt it 07 E I B K,

So, in the summer of 2007,

503
woO shénqing le Hanguo Jingjidao y1 sud gaozhong,
HHAE T E R IE — e,

| applied for (a position) at a high school in Gyeonggi Do, South Korea.

504
zai nabian gongzud liang nian,
FEARIL TAEPIAE,

After working there for two years,
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505
ranhou chalai women you huan le y1 gé difang
IRJE KRBT S 7 — A7

we changed to another place

506
qu le Hanguo Jingjidao de Jiuli shi nabian you gongzuo liang nian.
2 7w E R TE U B TR X AR P

and we went to Guri-si and worked there for another two years.

507
Nimen lia shi yiqi qu de ma? | Yiqgi qu de
AR —R LR ? | —ERE

Did you guys go together? | Yes.

508
Na ta dangshi qu zué shénme gongzud ne?
ARG 24 I 25t At 4 AR N ?

So, what did she do at that time?

509
Qishi ta dang le y1 gé jiatingzhufu, y1 gé mama ba
Hoehe 2 7 — g, AN iming

Actually, she became a housewife and a mother
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510
yinwei women jiushi zai women Hanguo de diyT nian,
PR BRATT A R AE AT [ A 25— 42

because in the first year that we were in South Korea,

511
ta jit shéng le diyT gé nl'ér.
i Ra SR b o | 8

we had our first daughter.

512
DiyT gé nli'ér xianzai shi-yT sui le,
FHALIIIAET—% T,

My first daughter is 11 years old now.

513
danshi ta jiushi chashéng zai Hanguo.
B2 b At th A AE T [

But she was born in South Korea.

514
O, ta zai Hangué chashéng.
MR, A

Oh, she was born in South Korea.
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515
Name zai Hanguo chishéng ta huibuhui jiu bianchéng Hangud de haizi le?
TR AE 55 [ A o AN e st s [ %1 17 2

So, wouldn’t she be Korean if she was born there?

516
Zhé fangmian jiu gén Meéiguo buyiyang de,
X5 T A PR 36 A — R

In this regard, it’s different from the U.S.

517
Meéigud de zhéngceé jiushi zhiyao ni chishéng,
55 [ B A2 R AR H AR,

The policy in the U.S is that as long as you’re born

518
ni héfa chishéng zai tamen de tudi shangmian,
PRE VR AL AATT A 3

legally on their land,

519
ni jiushi dangdi de gongmin.
PREAE 2 A R

you become their citizen.
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520
Danshi Hangud buyiyang de,
HRFHEA K,

But it's different in South Korea

521
haishi xdyao fumu yifang shi Hanguo gongmin. | Mingbai le
R FEL—TRHEAR. | AT

because one of the parents has to be a citizen of South Korea. | | see.

522
Danshi haozai jiushud kéyi pingjié wo shi Yingguorén de shénfén
(L A2 5 U mT A SE A o o BN A B 4y

But luckily, with my British identity,

523
ta jiu ban le Yinggué de huzhao,
gt Ap 1 E 4

my daughter could get a British passport.

524
sudyi wo de diyT gé nii'ér ta ban le Yinggué de gudji.
T ASRHI R — > 2 )L 3 1 o 0 L6

So, my first daughter has a British citizenship.
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525
Danshi women de lao'ér ta ban le Chéngqing de,
ERIRATHIZ s 7 EKK,

But, our second daughter has a Chongging

526
shang le dangdi de hukdu.
BT R

hukou (citizenship).

527
DiyT gé haizi chishéng de shihou, ni dangshi shi shénme xinging?
FH M T HAREAR, AR R A ?

When your first child was born, how did you feel?

528
Jiu diyici zud baba de ganjué?
HUR — IS S R ?

How did it feel to be a father for the first time?

529
Dangshi haishi hén jinzhang ba,
I IE AR B K,

| was very nervous
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530
YTinwéi dangshi wd wanquan meéiyou dang baba de jingyan ba.
Ky I e A BB s AR,

because | didn’t have any experience being a dad at that time.

531
Dangran! | Dui a
BERY | X

Of course! | Right.

532
Danshi wo de yuému ta tigian cong Chdéngqing guolai le,
BRI E BB AR AT N E RIS K 1,

But my mother-in-law came to (South Korea) from Chongging in advance

533
diyT bannian ta shi péi wémen zaiyiqi de.
P R IRAN A — Y .

and for the first half year, she stayed with us.

534
Ranhou zai wd gongzud, wo yao chuqu shangban de shihou,
SRIGAERTAE, FE WL E EIERIR X,

When | went out to work,
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535
ta haishi gén wo de qizi dai zaiyiqi a.
it 3 2 BR P ) A A — iR

she stayed with my wife

536
Jiu bang women dai le ting jiu.
HUH AT T BEA

and help us take care of (our daughter) for quite a long time.

537
Xianzai zai Zhongguo ydu zhéyang y1 gé xisu,
DUAEAE B A X208,

Now in China, there is this custom that

538
jiushi gonggong pépo huozhé shi yuéfu yuému

parents-in-laws from either the man or the woman’s side

539
kénéng hui bang nianqing yidai rén dai haizi,
LA AT

will help the younger generation look after their children.
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540
zai Yingguo hui you zhéyang de féngsu ma?
FETEE A XA R XU S 2

Does England have such a custom?

541
Qishi you, danshi buyiding bang ni dai name dug,
ey, HEA IR AZ,

Actually, yes. But they don’t necessarily help that much.

542
wo de didi shi y1 gé hao lizi.
R o — DB

My younger brother’s (kids) are a good example.

543
Tamen shangxué de shihou,
A AT b2 R B fik

When they go to school

544
yinwei wo de didi haiydu ta de qizi dou hén mang,
PRI B 26 26 304G A i 22 1R AT

and because my brother and his wife are busy,
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545
jingchang jiushud meéiyou shijian qu jié haizi.
200 UL R I [B) 54241

they often have no time to collect their kids.

546
Fangxué de shihou, wo de fumu dou hui jiushud chalai
TR IR, BRI SCBEAR 2l 15t R

So, after school, my parents will

547
jiushud ba tamen jieé dao jia limian péi tamen wan,
ST AEAAT 19 21 52 L 5 At AT 1 3,

pick them up, be with them at home,

548
jiushuo géi tamen anpai wanfan shénmede.
HCU LR AR 22 R AT A 1

and arrange dinner for them.

549
Ydushihou zhoumo yé hui jiushud dai tamen guodye.
A I JE R 2l s A AT T A

Some weekends, they might even let the kids spend the night with them.

mandarincorner.org



Englishman Gets His Chinese Green Card and More

550
Shu han jia de shihou wo de didi yé mang,
2 TR I fise P ) 285 285 At

My brother is also busy during summer or winter vacation.

551
jingchang yé dai tamen chiqu wan.
2o W AT L.

(So, my parents) will also take them out to play.

552

Qishi tamen bi kénéng yiban de jiushud Yinggud fumu dai de géng duod,
kénéng

AT L R RE— B A B g FE SRR RO BE 2, ATE

Probably, they help do this more than most English parents.

553
danshi jiushud yé buyiding hui xiang wd zai Zhonggudé zhéyang de
(B Ul AN — 5 2 AR A TP X Y

But, it's not necessarily like it is in China.

554

yinwei jiu shud wo de yuému jingchang gén women yiqi zhu,
DR A ah S ) 5 B S  BRARAT T — kA

My mother-in-law often lives with us
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555
tongshi yé bang women dali hén dud shiging ba.
[ It 5 FRA 14T HAR 2 S I

and helps us manage a lot of things.

556
Ydushihou woémen hén mang de shihou,
A R FATR AT B i,

Sometimes, when we are busy

557
méiyou shijian dasao gingjié shénmede,
BRI T IS AT A1,

and have no time for cleaning,

558
dai xiaohai chiqu a zudfan shénmede
i N 2 SO A 4 )

taking kids out or cooking,

559
ta yé hui jiushud zhtudong jiushud xiang bang wdémen.
it 02 3 U B w AR RATT

she will offer to help us.
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560
Ranhou dao le dongtian ta ydudian xiangi zhebian de tianqgi buhao ba,
SNIE B T AR MA I XK R AL IE,

Also, she dislikes the weather here

561
yinwei zhidao Chdéngging dongtian you hén dudé wumai,
OVRITEEIRS RAIRE 5 5%,

because there is smog in Chongging during wintertime.

562
jiushuo tiangi ydudian léng, sudyi ta xihuan dao wai shéng nabian,
LR =%, AU E RS IRI2,

Also, it's cold. So, she likes to go to another province

563
jiushi qu waidi qu duguo dongtian.
PPy At e - S U SN

to spend the winter.

564
Ta zai waidi shi you yT gé jia, shi ba?
WhAESN R — K, 2?

She’s got a home in another place, right?
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565
You, ta zai Hainan shéng nabian jiushi you yitao fangzi.
A, WAL ES —EH5 T

Yes, she has an apartment in Hainan province.

566
Ziji mai de? | Ziji mai de
HOER? | HAKW

She bought it? | Yes.

567
Weishénme hui zai Hainan mai fangzi?
N A AR K 5 12

Why did she buy an apartment in Hainan?

568
Jiushi nabian de qihdu géng yirén ba nayang, tébié shi dongtian.
S AR M B AR AREE, R A K.

Because the weather there is more pleasant, especially in wintertime.

569
W6 zhidao
PHNIE

| understand that.
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570
danshi name yuan de difang, zénme hui xiangdao dao nali qu maifang?
HRIR AT TT, BEABR R RLELHE?

But why did she buy an apartment in a place that is so far away?

571
Yé bu suan yuan ba,
WAz,

It's not that far.

572
fanzhéng ni zud y1 tang liang gé xidoshi de féiji jiu dao le.
SAEPRAL — i 5 >N KL 2] T

You can get there by plane in two hours.

573
W yiwéi ta shi zai nabian ydu gingi you jiarén cai hui qu nabian.
LN EAE AL A 2R A RAA = EWL .

| thought that she had relatives or family there and that was why she chose
there.

574

Qishi méiyou, danshi gén women ylyang de,
HSEA, (HARIBAT R,

Actually, no. But she, like us

mandarincorner.org 1



Englishman Gets His Chinese Green Card and More

575
women haishi dui Hainan nabian ting shuxi de,
AT S XS 1 P TS TABE AR

is very familiar with Hainan

576
jiushud dudnianlai women jingchang pao qu Hainan
U2 R IR W ol 2

because for many years, we often go to Hainan.

577
sudyi jiu aishang le nage difang?
FrUAgi sz b 7 RN T ?

So, you fell in love with the place?

578
Dui a, tébié shi dongtian!
XTI, HFA AR

Right! Especially in wintertime!

579
Nabian dongtian zhén de shi hén shifu a?
AR AR B AR ET AR 2

It must be really comfortable in wintertime there, right?
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580
Dui a, jiushud ydu yangguang,
XTI, sl Ui FHO'G,

Yes. It has sunshine

581
jiu shud wendu you ershi dud du, ydushihou ydu érshi qi, ershi ba.
MUREA =2, ArEa = +t. =+

and the temperature is about 20 degrees and sometimes, 27 or 28.

582
Chongqing ni ganggang jiang Chongqging zhébian hénshao ydu taiyang,
HPRARNI NG B PO AR DA KRH

You mentioned that there isn’t much sunshine in Chongging,

583
zhé yidian ni xiguan ma?
X ARSI ?

are you okay with this?

584
Tébié shi dongtian, shudshihua woé haishi yéu yidiandian bu xiguan.
R AR, BT IIERA — ma A .

Especially in wintertime, | am not very used to it, to be honest.
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585
Kénéng jiushishud xin [imian hui gandao ydu yidiandian de name yayi ba.
A RE AL Ul O FRL T 2 I B — AR 4 e

Perhaps, | feel slightly depressed.

586
Danshi wo xué guo de y1 gé fangfa
EREEL K — Tk

However, I've learned a way (to deal with it)

587
jiushi yidan ni gandao ydu yidiandian de yayi,
U — HAREREA — m R A,

and that is, once you feel a little depressed,

588
haishi k&yi chaqu Ifiyou jitian.
ST DL Z2RiE LK

you can still go travel for a few days.

589
Qu biéde difang, you yangguang de difang?
ZAHTT, ARG T ?

Travel to places that have sunshine?
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590
Dui a, wd shanggéyué wo qu le Shénzhén yi tang,
P, 3 A 3R 7RI,

Right! Last month, | went to Shenzhen.

591
zai Shénzhén, Huizhou,
TERYI . BN,

In Shenzhen, Huizhou,

592
jiushud wo xiangshou le jiushud san si tian de yangguang.
B ESZ Tt it = VU R FEG.

| enjoyed three to four days of sunlight.

593
Ganggang ni jiangdao shi zai Hanguo zhu le jinian,
IR U2 e A2 56 EAE 1 LA,

Just now, you said that you lived in South Korea for a few years,

594
ni juéde Hangu6 gén Zhonggud...
R A R

between South Korean and China...
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595
jiushi gén Chéngqing you méiydu shénme tébié buyiyang de difang?
U BR E PO B A A SRR AN — R T ?

between (South Korea) and Chongqing, is there anything that is different?

596
wo juéde shénghudfangshi shi hén buyiyang de.
PAAF AT T R RA—FE

| think the lifestyle is very different.

597
Tamen nabian rén shibushi hén xihuan he&jiu?
AT AR N AN AR 3 W Py i 2

People (in South Korea) like to drink, right?

598
Dui a, tébié xihuan hé!
XFUBT, 4 3] 2 X g !

Yes, very much!

599
Nide y& hé ma? | Niide y& hé
ARG ? |

Women also drink? | Yes.
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600
Ni qu le shibushi yé jingchang hé&jiu?
TRZ T AR e i 2

Did you often drink when you were there?

601
W4 na ji nian haishi xiangdui nianqing de,
FIR TV R 1

In those years, | was relatively young,

602
wo érshidud sui jiushud sanshi sui chatéu de shihou,
W2 it =% H LRI,

| was in my mid-twenties to early thirties,

603
kénéng wo de jitliang bi xianzai hao hén dud.
Al AE R R LB IR 2 .

| could drink much more than | can now.

604
W6 ziji ganjué wo sanshi wu sui yishang,
THCEEH =TT L,

| feel that after | reached 35,
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605
w0 jiu kaishi dud zhuzhong baoyang zhé fangmian.
TRAI 46 2 v EARTFIX T 1M

| started to pay more attention to my health.

606
Yangshéng? | Dui, yangshéng
FAE? | X, FRAE

To maintain a good health? | Yes.

607
Xianzai wo hé de jit dou tébie shao.
BLAE BB (R AR A 2D o

Now, | very rarely drink alcohol.

608
Danshi wo zai Hanguo de na ji nian,
1B A s [ ) S T LA,

But during the years that | was in South Korea,

609
wo jingchang péi yixié tongshi qu hegjia.
AT — L R H LT .

| often went out with my colleagues to drink.
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610
Zhé yifangmian jiushud yé gén Yingguo hén buyiyang de,
X7 T AR R FE AR AN —FE R,

In this regard, it is also very different in England

611
buguan shi Zhongguo shi Hanguo
ANE S E 2

than in China or South Korea.

612
jiushuo zai YTngguod nabian de,
S AE 5 IR Y

In England,

613
bird shud ni zai ni de lingdao, laoban qgianmian jiu shudé hézui shénmede,
FE AU R £E VR B80S S AR T gt 1 Py AT 40 B

if you get drunk in front of your leader or boss,

614
kénéng rén hui juéde ydudian bu zhuanyé ba.
MREAN WA mA TR

they might think that you’re unprofessional.
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615
Danshi zhébian jiu wanquan buyityang de.
(B2 IR At 58 A —FE Y

But it's completely different here.

616
Jiushi ybu lingdao péi ni chaqu, bird shud ni bu péi tamen héjit
WA MG UR 25, EE A ARAN R ARAT 10 i

If you're going out with your leaders, and if you don’t drink with them...

617
Ta juéde ni bu géi tamen mianzi?
fb SEAFARAN G ARA T 5~ 2

(They) will feel that you’re not giving them face?

618
Dui a! Ni bu géi tamen mianzi, ni buzénme zinzhong tamen.
XM ARAZEABA T 5, IRAE A B EARAT.

Right! You’re not giving them face or you disrespect them.

619
Sudyi ni gén lingdao chaqu, ni yidingyao hézui shi ma?
P CAURER T 2%, AR — i EE M 2 0 2

So, if you go out with your boss, you need to get drunk, right?
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620
Dui al
St 1

Yes!

621
Ni hézui le hui luan shuohua, luan da rén ma?
PRI | 2 EL e tE . SLFT A2

When you get drunk, do you talk randomly or fight with people?

622
Buhui, gishi wd héjit de shihou jiu hui biande shaowéi anjing yidian de,
ANz, SR IR I el 22 AR AR AR A 2 5 — AU,

No. Actually, when | drink, | will become quiet

623
jiushuo ydudian xiang shuijiao nayang de.
ST R A R B A 1)

and a little sleepy.

624
Zhézhdng shi shlyu jitu pin bijiao hao de. | Dui ya
XA T LR . | X

You're the kind that behaves when drinking. | Right.
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625
Na ni zai nabian goutong hui you wénti ma?
FRARAE TR I8 38 2 A7 T ey 2

Did you have problems communicating with them when you were (in South
Korea)?

626
Ni ganggang you jiang, ni xué le Hanweén shi ba?
RRINIEBE, R T SR ?

You said that you learned Korean, right?

627
Ni dangshi de Hanwén z&énmeyang?
PRI B S AR

How was your Korean at that time?

628
Jiu gén wo diyici lai Chongqing yimuyiyang de,
HUERERE — YORE KB —FE 1Y,

It was the same as my Chinese when | first came to Chongqing

629

jiushuo y1ju dou buhui shuo.
A — AU

in which | couldn’t speak any.
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630
Danshi wo ziji haishi hén aihao xué waiyu,
EREE DI R REZ L FEIME,

But | love learning foreign languages.

631
bénlai jiushi zai Yingguo xué Fayu
AR A FEAE T E A

| learned French in England.

632
Ranhou you xué le Zhongwen?
ED e

Then, you learned Chinese?

633
Dui ya, ranhou jiushi dangshi yé ydu dang chixuézhé de jingyan ba,
XTE, AR5 A 2 I A ) A e,

Right. So, at that time, | had experience being a (language) beginner.

634
sudyi wo haishi tou jige yué haishi zhuangong le hén dud,
FrARIE 2K Hid R EB TIRZ ,

In the first few months, | made a special effort to learn it
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635
ranhou diyT nian jiushud ganjué ziji yé you le ttpo.
SRR UK H OB TR

and in the first year, | felt | had a breakthrough.

636
Teébié shi wo zai Hanguo de di'ér, di san nian,
e R RAEFE R . H=4F,

Especially in my second or third year in South Korea,

637
wo jiu kéyi géng zizai de géng liuchang de gén dangdi rén goutong.
F At AT LS [ £ 1 B AT 1 1 R 2 A\ V)3

| could comfortably and fluently talk to the locals.

638
O! Zheme lihai!
XA E !

Wow! Awesome!

639
Dui a, tébié shi wd zai Hanguo de di'ér sud xuéxiao,
X IR, ) A 5 R ) 58 T AR

Yeah. When | was working in my second school in South Korea
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640
gishi jiu suanshi yT gé xiangjian de y1 gé xiaoxué.
HBE R D2 — .

which actually was a primary school in the countryside, ...

641
Nashihou yijing dai le haojinian le, shi ba?
Mg Cefs 1)L 17, 22

At that time, you already stayed there for a few years, right?

642
Nashihou zai Hanguo yijing dai le liang nian.
TR AE R E D2 4F T P4

At that time, I've already been in South Korea for two years.

643
GOngzud de di'ér sud xueéxiao,
TAERISE e kL,

In my second school,

644
jlbénshang sudyodu de tdngshi dou buhui Yingwén de,
B LA B R AN = 9,

almost all my colleagues couldn’t speak English
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645
lian nage Yingyu laosht yé buhui shud.
ERATARZITEA L

including the English teachers.

646
YTngyu laosht yé buhui shuo?
PIHZ ALY ?

English teachers couldn’t speak English?!

647
Shuo de bijiao cha ba.
YA LA ZE N

(Let’s say) they spoke very poorly.

648
Sudyi tebié shi na liang nian wé Hanwén shud de tinghao.
JIT LA 73] 2 8 1 - R SC Ui A HE 4T

So, especially during those two years, my Korean was really good.

649
Danshi wo céng Hanguo childi yihou, wo zaiyé méiydushénme jiang.
BRI E KL S, REBRAEH AT

But after | left South Korea, | never spoke it again.
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650
Sudyi haishi ydudian xiang wo de Fayu yiyang de.
FT LA R AR ANETE —FE

So, it is a little bit like how my French is now.

651
Yijing wangji le?
SIS

You already forgot it?

652
Yijing tuibu le hén dud.
C&iBP TIRZ.

| regressed a lot.

653
Bu suan wanquan wangji le,
AR T,

| wouldn’t say that I've completely forgotten it.

654
danshi wd bu gan gén biéren shud wo hui Hanwén de.

(A FA BRI AR 32 5
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However, | wouldn’t tell people that | speak Korean.

655
Qishi woémen yinggai yé you hén dud xuésheng shi laizi Hanguo de
HLBNINZ AR 2 2 AR KA EHEK

Actually, we have a lot of students from South Korea, ...

656
Y&u hén dud, Chongqging you hén dud!
fiR%Z, HERARZ!

Many! Many in Chongqing!

657
O, shi ma?
i, N2

Oh, yeah?

658
Hangudrén hén dud
LHEPN(EE 2

Many Koreans here.

659
Na ni huibuhui jingchang péngdao Hanguérén,

IR A A F B E N,
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So, do you often run into Koreans

660
ranhou gén tamen jiaoliu liangju?
SRR ERARAT 1A I ) 2

and talk to them (in Korean) a little bit?

Very rarely.

662
W& ganggang kaishi jiang,
FNINITAE T,

As | started to say,

663
jiushi women youxié xuésheng yé shi Hanguoérén,
SR A L A MR E N,

we have some students that are Korean,

664
ni néng bunéng yong Hanwén shud liangju, da ge zhaohu?

PREETREFISESC LRI, $TAMAIR?
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can you use Korean to say “hi” to them?

665
Wo yé xué yixia | Hao de, wo shi yixia ba.
FWE—T | 4, Fil— T,

| can also learn a little. | Okay, | will try.

666
Fanzhéng wo yé tingbudong.
SR AT AVE

| don’t understand it anyway.

667
W6 zhi tingddng le, ni shud ni shi Yingguorén
AW 7, ARUIR2 e E A

| only understood that you said you were English.

668
W jiushishuo wo laizi YTnggué,
At WPk H R,

| said that | am from England,

669
ranhou jiu shud wo zai Hangud guod de hén kaixin,

Rl Ul A s [ I A ARG
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| had a good time in South Korea

670
xiwang y1 tian kéyi zai qu kanyikan.
WER-RALUHEELEEF.

and one day | hope, | can go back to visit.

671
Ni jiang de shihou hai zhén de youdian nage Hangudrén nage weidao.
PRUF A I8 T 5 A s B AR A R

When you’re speaking Korean, you sound a little bit like Korean.

672
Shi ma? | Shi... zhén de!
M| . H!

Really? | Yes, really!

673
Zai ni diyT gé ni'ér chishéng le zhihou,
AR — D ILHAE T 25,

After your first daughter was born,

674
ranhou shénmeshihou you yao le di'ér gé ni'ér?

SRJE AT A B SR 15 A2 L?
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when did you have your second daughter?

675
Dangshi you dasuan yao liang gé haizi ma?
AN AT EE AT

Did you plan to have two kids?

676
Wdmen dasuan de shi you yT gé haizi, sudyi di‘ér gé jiushi y1 ge...
PAHTHR A — DT, I A —4..

Our plan was to have one kid. So, the second one was a...

677
Yiwai?
Boh?

An accident?

678
YT ge jingxi ba, zhéyang shuo ba.
—MEE, XU,

Let’s say, a surprise.

679
Nimen lidng gé ni'ér qishi zhangde haishi ting xiang ni de,

PRATPIAS L) LH S KATIE SR AR,
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Actually, your two daughters look a lot like you

680
wo kan le tamen de zhaopian.
WE T AT .

and (I know it) because I've seen their photos.

681
Dou ydudian xiang wo,
A BRI,

They all look a little like me,

682
danshi zui xiang wo de shi diyT gé. | Laoda
ERRERINZER 1. | ZK

but my first daughter looks like me the most. | “Lao da” (the oldest child).

683
Laoda jiushuo zui xiang wo.
2R BRI

“Laoda” looks like me the most.

684
Qishi wo di'er g& n{’ér haishi juéde bi diyT gé yao Zhdnggué hén dud.

HH AL LIE R A N ERERE .
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In fact, my second daughter, | feel looks more Chinese than my first.

685
O, shi ma? YT ge xiang mama, y1 gé xiang baba.
K, 7 — MR, —MREE.

Really? So, one looks like the mother and one looks like the father.

686
Dui de, lao'er wo juéde haishi géng xiang t& mama yidian.
XFHY, & T EASE e AR M I — .

Right. My second daughter looks more like her mother.

687
Liang gé xiaohai dou zai Zhonggudé shangxué ma?
PN /INZERAE T b ?

Do both kids go to school in China?

688
W6 lao'ér haishi ydudian xiao, ta cai liang sui le.
WZ IR H RN, WAWS T .

My second daughter is still young - only two years old.

689
Sudyi ta jiu zai wdmen jia fujin shang le youzhiyuan.

JIT CA gl AE AT 2 B b T A
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So, she goes to a kindergarten that is close to our home.

690
l&doda yijing zai shang... | ta shang xidoxué wu nianji
ZROAA B | i BN RAE,

Your oldest already is... | She is in her fifth grade.

691
Danshi ta shang de bushi gudji xuéxiao,
B2 b E AN [ bR i

She is not in an international school,

692
ta jiu shang y1 gé dangdi de Zhongguo xuéxiao.
Wt b —A> i [ AR

but rather a local Chinese school.

693
Ta Zhongwén hén hao ma?
gty A SCAR G 2

Is her Chinese good?

694
Ta shuod de bi wd hdo dud le,

IR RC a vEE e T
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She speaks much better than me

695
wanquan jiu xiang gé Zhongguo rén yiyang de.
TGN E N

and her Chinese is just like a native.

696
Zai nimen de jiating, nimen zhuyao de ydyan shi shénme?
PRI K BE, AR HE S A2

In your family, what is the main language?

697
Shi Zhongweén haishi Yingwén?
e AL RGN ?

Chinese or English?

698
W&o gen wo de qizi,
PRI IFE T,

| speak Chinese with my wife

699

haiydu jiushud qita de Zhonggud qingi jiang de quan shi Zhongwén.
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A R U A o 2R R A 4 2

and my other Chinese relatives.

700
W& zhuanmén ji gén wo de jiishud lidng gé nd'ér jiu jiang Yingwén.
A Tt ER TR A U > 22 )L T 92 5

| only speak English with my two daughters.

701
Jiushi géi tamen lianxi Yingwén?
e e AT gk e ?

You help them practice their English?

702
Zhé yifangmian de, tamen zhinéng jiushud wanquan yikao wo.
XI5, AT R B i e K EE R .

In regards to this, they can only depend on me.

703
Tamen xianzai de Yingweén shibushi gén Zhongwén yiyang hao?
ST TIAE B D SO AN R P S — R B 2

Is their English as good as their Chinese?

704

Laoda ta de Yingwén méiyou wenti,
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2R R 9 SCBCA T)

My oldest daughter’s English has no problem.

705
ta huidao Yingguo de shihou,
[ 1) 5 ] ) ISk

When she goes to England,

706
ta gén ta de yéye nainai goutdbng wanquan meéiyou wenti,
It PR At 1 45 45 W W VR 3 e 4R T

she has no problem communicating with her grandparents.

707
danshi ta haishi ydu name yidiandian ludhou yu ta Yingguo de tongling men.
BRI A R4 — fURT E T it [ B [RI AT T

But she is still a little behind kids her age in England.

708

Na kénding

709

Danshi zhége wenti yé bushi tébié yanzhong.
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(B2 3R A 1] R AN S 5 ) 7™ L

But, this problem isn’t that bad.

710
Jiushi ni de da n{'ér, yinwei ta shi hunxué,
AR Rl R 2RI,

Since your oldest daughter is mixed

71
zhangde haishi buz&énme xiang Zhongguorén,
KGIERANELBGPEAN,

and she doesn’t look much like a Chinese,

712
ta zai xuéxiao limian huibuhui dédao tébié de guanzhu huozhé shi zhuayili?
AR AR BT 2 A S BRI A IR BCE R ?

does she get special attention in her school?

713
Juéde ta shang xidoxué de diyT nian ydudian zhéyang de,
WA b N B SR RO FE,

| feel that in her first year of primary school, it was like this.

714

danshi wo juéde ta de tbngxué men zaojiu xiguan le,
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(B R84 i 1) [R] AT T A >3 A58 T

But | think that her classmates have already gotten used to her

715
xianzai ta jiu xiang qita de rén yiyang.
HUE Mt (R H AR N —F

and she is just like everyone else now.

716
Danshi kénéng laosht banzhurén géi ta shijia de yali
(B2 7] BE & BT A28 db i i 1 1 7

However, perhaps her teachers will give her less pressure

717
kénéng meéiydu qgita de haizi name duo.
FRESRA HARHI TR A%

compared to other kids,

718
YTnweéi kénéng zai tamen xin limian, ta kénéng ydu yT tian yao likai ba
KA AT REAEARAT TG BT, W T B — R R R

maybe because in their minds, she might leave one day

719

huodzhé ta da le yidian
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BE IR T —

or when she gets older,

720
ta buyiding hui kao zhongkao, gaokao shénmede.
WA—ERFETH B AR,

she might not participate in exams for entering high school or university.

721
Nimen pingchang hui rang xiaohaizi qu shang buxiban shénmede ma?
PRATP ik /N7 2 EAN I PR A s ?

Do you have your kids attend classes after school?

722
You, danshi women bu cunzai nazhong giangzhi de.
A ABRIATAAAAE Ao i () -

Yes, but we don’t force them.

723
Bird shud wo de da n{i'ér ta tébié xihuan hua hua,
Eb an 1 3 ) K 2 ) Lt Al 1) -5 0K 1 1

For example, my oldest daughter likes drawing

724

ta yé xihuan taiquandao.
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ILRER=DY TR

and kickboxing.

725
Taiquandao? | Dui, hén xihuan taiquandao!
PRZEIA? | X, REXNRERZRIE!

Kickboxing? | Yes, she likes it very much!

726
Haiydu yixié gita de jiushuo ta yé ting xihuan de,
A — L LR Rt B XY

She likes other things too,

727
qgishi ta yé xihuan Riyu.
Hstb =3 H i

for example, Japanese,

728
Women yé juéde youdian haoxiao
HABBEAFA R

which we find funny.

729

Ta chishéng zai Hangué | Xihuan Riyu!
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AR E | BRI

She was born in South Korea | But likes Japanese!

730
Ta tébié xihuan Ribén de donghua ba.
Gt R ) S XA H A ) Bl S

She especially likes Japanese anime.

731
Yuanlai ruci.
JE R an it

That must be it.

732
Sudyi zhéxie ké wdmen jiu zai waimian géi ta pai y1 gé ban.
JIT LA e PRI TREAE A i 4 e E— A BE

So, we arrange these lessons outside for her.

733
Danshi women cénglaiméiydu xidng guo yao ta...
ERRATMRBA B E ...

But we never thought about asking her to...

734

yidingyao rang ta jiushuo dud bu shuxué shénmede,
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— € Bl 1 2 AN AT A,

(We never want to) force her to attend extra classes to learn math

735
jiushud zuoweén shénmede
FCUAE A4 )

or writing.

736
Jiushi ta ganxingqu de jiu kéyi rang ta qu xué?
R I B FT DAL A 22 2

You just let her learn what she’s interested in?

737
Dui ya, qishi wo haishi juéde ta shangxué de shijian yijing bijiao chang,
XF, HSEPOE R TR I A I (] D2 AT,

Yes. Actually, | feel that her school is already very long.

738
yinwei yiban ta jiushi gt dian dud zhong chimeén,
BRIy — bt e -G R 2 B T,

She usually goes out around 7am,

739

kénéng ybdushihou wanshang wu didnzhong céi huidao jia.
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AT R AT IR b A B A F R 5K

and she might get home at 5pm.

740
Sudyi jiushuo kandao ta pingshi shangxué bijiao 1éi de ba,
Fr CASE U 21 it~ A 2 P R e,

Because | see that she’s already very tired from school,

741
woO buxiang éwai géi ta jia shénme yali.
WABE S WA 2 77

| don’t want to give her extra pressure.

742
Ni juéde zai Zhdngguod yangyu yT gé xiaohaizi gui bu gui?
RHAFEPETRE — NI LT TEATE?

In your opinion, is it expensive to have a child in China?

743
W6 juéde zhége niandai ydudian gui le.
PR XANFAA R o

| think it’s a little expensive nowadays.

744

W6 jide wo zai Chéngging de tou ji nian
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FACAF AL H IR )L LA

| remember the first few years that | was in Chongqing,

745
zhér de xiaoféi buzénme gao,
XILHIHRAE A5,

the cost of living wasn’t very high.

746

danshi ganjué zhé wu liu gi nian haishi xiaofei fangmian haishi tigao le hén
duo.

BRI IX FLN-BHEIE R P T it 2 dd = T IRZ .

But | feel in the last 5 to 7 years, it has increased a lot.

747

En, shide

748
Dui a, ranhou xuéfei yé ting gao de.
X, SRS o B A A

Yeah, and the tuition fee is pretty high now.

749
Xang birt shud wo lao'er, ta shang dangdi de youzhiyuan,
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Btz —, b b4 HE R,

For example, my second daughter who attends a local kindergarten,

750
ta de xuéfei chabudud shi méi gé yue yao si gian zudyou ba.
W2 S A A Z R H YT A AR

her tuition fee is about 4000 yuan a month.

751
Méi ge yue si gian? | Méi gé yué si gian, dui ya
BAAAWT? | BN HANT, XF

4000 a month? | Yes, 4000 a month.

752
Wa, hao gui ya!
M, G5t !

Wow! That’s so expensive!

753
Dui ya! shi ting gui de
XFF L R BE DT Y

Right! It's pretty expensive.

754

Danshi tamen kénding yé dai de hén hao,
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BB E WA IR AT,

But for sure, the school takes care of her well

755
ta zai limian guo de hén kaixin.
RN IPURS X175 RIS

and she’s happy there.

756
Ranhou ta jiechu dao hén dud dangdi de xiaohai,
SN G I P A BR 2 Z3 )N

Also, she gets to be with many local kids

757
juéde dui ta changqt de shéjiao néngli,
A A I AL AL BE D

and | feel that it will be very helpful for the development of her social skills

758
zili de néngli haishi yéu hén da de bangzhu,
H BRI BE 1L A H IR KK,

or independence.

759

sudyi haishi juéde zhe fen gian haishi zhide fu de.
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It AIE A2 5 A5 3% A0 Bad e AE A 1 .

So, | feel that the money is worth paying.

760
Dajia dui Yingguo nanrén de kébanyinxiang you naxié?
RS0 3 5 2R ETY 5 T 2

What are some of the stereotypes people have of Englishmen?

761
Bird shuo jiushi kénéng you yidiandian de nazhdng shénshi de ganjué,
PN 5t W] REA — s s R A 2 - R SR

Perhaps, Englishmen are gentlemen.

762
danshi ydushihou jiu ziji hén shénshi,
ERA &N A R4,

But sometimes, being a gentleman

763
zai Chdéngqing de shihou buyiding shi yT gé youshi.
FE B R IHEA 2 2 — ML

is not necessarily a good thing in Chongqing.

764

Weishénme?
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A

Why?

765
Birt shud youshihou kénéng ni haishi xilyao dashéng shudhua ya,
EE 4n A IS AT REARIE 72 75 22K 75 Ui 1h e

For example, somethings, you might need to talk loudly

766
ydushihou ni yé xtyao gén rén ji shénmede, shibushi?
AR Rt R R AT A, RAR?

and push people a little bit, right?

767
Paidui de shihou, rugud ni anan jingjing de
FEBN IS fige, G0 AR 22 22 e )

When you're in a line, if you're just being quiet

768
jiushuo déngdao ni de jthui shénmede
S S BRIl AT AR

waiting for your turn,

769

Ydngyuan déng budao? | Ni ydngyuan déng budao
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KIBEARE? | RARILEA R

You will never get it? | Right.

770
Haishi youshihou ni xiyao dashéng shudhua ya.
B FEA I AR T R DL

Sometimes, you do need to speak louder.

771
Ziji ydushihou ganjué yé... ziji yé yao qu chadui yixia, jiu shuo
HOAR RS, A ORI, Hi

| feel that | sometimes, also need to cut a line...

772
Zhéngqu yixia
ST

To fight for it?

773
Dui, rugud yao zixun shénmede,
XF, INRE A WATA R,

Right. If you’re trying to get consultation,

774

danshi nazhdng dui hén chang dehua,
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(B A AR 3

but the line is very long,

775
ni kénéng haishi yao xiang dangdi rén yiyang de,
PRA] REIE 2 AR 2 3N — R,

you might need to do what local people do

776
haishi yao zéu dao gianmian jiushuo zhiji€ qu han yixia ba
I B B Y A B AT

which is walking to the front and loudly

777
qu weén yixia gingkuang
LI —HEHR

ask what’s going on

778
zai juéding daodi yao buyao paidui shénmede.
FFRE B R EAZH AT A1

before deciding whether or not you want to continue waiting in the line.

779

Ni you shud ni de yuéfu yuému gén nimen shi ydushihou zhu zaiyiqi de | Dui a
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PRA VAR IR SR BEERRAT 1A I i AT AE — R A | K]

You said that your parents-in-law live with you. | Right.

780
Ni juéde zhége hao ma? Zhége xiguan ma?
PROEAFIXAF I 23X A4S I ?

Do you think that this is a good thing and are you used to it?

781
Jiushi dudé name dud rén zai jiali?
HEZ WA NAEFRE?

(Can you get used to) having so many people at home?

782
W6 xiguan le,
AT

| am used to it.

783
danshi tamen yé yduyixié jiushud... tébié shi zheli de laonianreén,
{ERABA T A —Le ... FEAle X B EEN,

But they have some... especially older people here

784

tamen yduxié xiguan kénéng Xifangrén hui juéde ydudian qiguai de.
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HATTA L S AT REPE 7 N 03 s AT PR

have some habits that westerners might find weird.

785
Bird shud méici guo Chanjié tamen yao...
b A i B T AT 2L

For example, every Chinese New Year,

786
jiushud tamen you hén dud qingi zai xiangxia nabian yao song hén duo rou,
VA AR 2 28 AL 2 T IR ZR R Z N,

their relatives will give them a lot of meat brought from the countryside.

787
ranhou dai huijia zhthou, tamen yao fang nage yangyugang shangmian de,
NG R G, AT BORAN IR ST T,

They will bring the meat home and just leave it on a fish bowl

788
jiushuo jiu bai zai yangtai shangmian de
SR LR & L Y

or on the balcony.

789

Mingbai, zhidao
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E, HE

| see.

790
Ranhou wo yé juéde Chongqing Sichuan zheér de rén
SN A A3 R IY NIEX LRI N

Also, | feel that Chongqing, Sichuan people

791
yé xihuan shudhua shaowéi dashéng yidian de,
B XU A SR — U

like to talk louder

792
yinwei zhéli de rén hén xihuan rénao.
PRI D93 B AR B XA o

because people here like “renao” (bustling with noise and excitement).

793
Danshi Yinggud nabian de wémen hén xihuan nazhdng pingjing, ningjing de,
1B 0 IR B A R B WO Rl P T Ed,

But in England, we like a peaceful

794

anjing de yT ge, yT gé huanjing
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ZEH A, — D

and quiet environment.

795
Zai jia limian jiushud
7 2 B T At i

When | am at home (in England),

796
wo de jiarén yao jiao wo tan yi jian shiqging,
AR N E M AR — 1 F A,

and if my family wants to talk to me about something,

797
kénéng tamen hui zbu guolai anan jingjing de giao gée mén,
AR AT A I R 2 AN T,

they will walk to my door quietly and knock on it,

798
ranhou dishéng shudhua nayang de.
SRR UL AR A o

and speak with lower voice.

799

Danshi wo zai jia limian de shihou,
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1B A ¢ HL T A IR

But when | am at home (in Chongqing),

800
bird shuo wo zai woshi, wo de yuému zai chufang,
Leanit FRAE R =, FRIG TS BEE T 5

for example, | am in my bedroom and my mother-in-law is at the kitchen

801
jiushuo jiating... jia de lingyT duan, ta buhui zhéme zuo,
WK RE.. K 7 — i, i A IX A

which is at the other end of our apartment, she will not do it this way (quietly),

802
ta jiu hui dashéng de hdujiao.
At 53t 2 K7 B LAY

she will shout.

803
Zhanmust guolai!
R R !

“James! Come here!”

804

Zhége shi haishi juéde ydudian bu xiguan, butai xihuan.
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RAFIER G S, AREIRK.

This, | still feel not used to and | don’t like it much.

805
Na ni hui gén tamen goutong ma?
TR o PR AMATT V3 N 2

Have you talked to them

806
Shud wo bu tai xihuan zhéyangzi,
WA K EWOXE T,

and told them that you don't like this

807
ké bukéyi yong lingwai yizhdng fangshi?
AT L S5 8 — Ry 2

and ask them if they could do it in a different way?

808
W4 juéde ni zhu zai Zhdnggud zhege jiu méiydu shénme banfa le,
PR AFARAEAE P E XA A A INET

| think that if you live in China, there is nothing you can do.

809

ni zhiydu ziji qu shiying.
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RRAAHEEEN.

You have to get used to it yourself.

810
W& qishi gianmian you weén dao ni,
L SEHT T A H) 2R,

I've asked you before (not in the video),

811
jiushi Sichuan ydu y1 gé hén chiming de ci jiao “pa'érduo”,

HE M)A — MR A R A E R,

about a famous term “pa erduo”.

812
ni ting gudé ma?
YR 340 2

Have you heard of this?

813
Ting guo le, dui
W T, w

Yes, | have.

814

Ni néng bunéng jiéshi yixia zhége ci de yisi?
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PREEA REMRE— P X AMA] ) = L2

Can you explain what it means?

815
Dui ya! P&'érduo jiushi ba,
Xt AL H SRR EAL,

Yes. The “pa” in “pa erduo”

816
jiushi Sichuan hua zhong vyisi jiushi ruan,
e LI RTI AY =95 Y v 7

means “soft” in Sichuan dialect.

817
sudyi jiushud pa'érduo qishi jiushi ruan'érduo.
T A AL B2 Hs2 it e OH o

So, “pa erduo” actually means soft ears.

818
Qishi wo juéde zhege ydu ta bijiao xiju de yimian ba,
FLSERREAF XA & AR ) — THE,

| think that it has its dramatic side,

819

danshi yé ydu yixié fangmian jiushuo shi shishizaizai de.
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(B A7 — L6777 TH 9 U2 L SRAEAE Y .

but it also has its practical side.

820
Birushuo tébié shi guan gian zhége wenti,
FE T 45 ) 2 AR A 1] 7L

For example, the question of who in the family manages the money.

821
yiban wd zhuan shénme, wd dou jiaogéi ta,
— AR 4, FRAAC LA b,

Usually, | give her (my wife) whatever | make

822
ranhou wo you shénme xdyao ta jiu géi wo zhuan huilai nayang de.
N JE A A4 T E A4S TR BRI AR .

and if | need it for something, she will transfer it back to me.

823
Na jiali de daxiao shiging yé dou shi ta zuézht ma?
AR B RN AR A e a3 2

So, does she make all the decisions in your family?

824

Haishi nimen yiqi canyu?
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TR —ES 57

Or, do you two make decisions together?

825
Qishi woémen de guanxi méiyou name... bu cunzai name badao de yimian
HERATM K REA B A... DAEAEI 4 FHIE ) —TH

Actually, in our relationship, it’s not... dictatorship doesn’t exist.

826
Jiushi yéu hén dud shiging... ké&néng wo ziji de xinggé bijiao suiyi ba
FEAMREZFHN... TR A CRIVER LR E T

So, many things... Maybe because | am an easygoing person,

827
sudyi hén dud shiqging wd ragud bu tebié zaiyi,
T MR 22 S5 16 e an RAKF AL =

and if it's something that | don’t care about too much,

828
wo jiu rang ta qu jiushud zudzha jiu kéyi le.
LAt L A E WL T

| just let her decide.

829

Danshi rugud you yr jian shi, kénéng wo ziji de yijian bijiao da,
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ERWRA —MF, Rk E SHE EECR,

But if there is something that | have strong opinion about,

830
ta haishi kéyi jieshou wo qu gén ta shangliang,
fibids 2 n] AR SZ K BRI &

she will be okay discussing it with me

831
you biyao dehua ta yé hui géi wo rangbu.
A VBERG MRS AR

and if it's necessary, she will compromise.

832
Na& ju ni de guancha, ni juéde Sichuan de niihaizi
ARPEAREER AR ueAF 00 )1 2%

Based on your observation, do Sichuan women

833
gén qita difang de nlihaizi zai xinggé shang ydu méiydu shénme qubié?
PRICAM I T 1 2% T AE A A WA A A X ) ?

have any differences in personality from women in other areas?

834

Hé&n dud rén jiushud laizi Sichuanpéndi de nlhaizi shi laméi ba,
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1R 22 NRiui R E DY )1 72030 ) 22 £ 42 RO E

Many people say that girls from the Sichuan area are “spicy girls”

835
jiu xiang zhéli de lajiao yiyang de,
FUBIX BB — R,

and they, like the chili here,

836
tamen de xinggé hén hudla nayang de,
AATTH RS AR JORIBEE R,

have “hot” personalities.

837
Ni zhi de shi ji pigi ma?
PRI SR 2

You mean, hot temper?

838
W6 juéde shi zhéyang de
P13 XL

| think so.

839

Name ni qizi shibushi yé you zhéyang de y1 gé piqi?
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IR ANREET AR WA XA — D2

Does your wife also have this type of temper?

840
Qishi wo qgizi dabufen shijian ta bidoxian de shi hén wénréu nayang de.
FLSRFE 1 AR 3 ) 8] b 2 30 P AR IR R 1

Actually, most of the time, my wife is very sweet and gentle.

841
Danshi 6u'ér, hén du'ér ta jiushud yé hui chi zhege shaowéi hudla yidian de.
ERARIRK, RS Rt i 2 HH X AN FF A K B — R

But occasionally, she will show her “hot” side.

842
Kénéng shéngqi de shihou jiu hui fapiqi? | Dui a, jiushi a
AIREAE IR 2 A T | R, R

Maybe when she’s angry, she will lose her temper? | Right, exactly!

843
Ni dui ni ziji de Zhongwén de pingjia shi shénme?
PR R E SRS A A7

How do you rate your Chinese?

844

wo juéde yinggai suanshi gaodéng shuiping ba
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o153 1% 2 = S5 K IE

| think it is probably at a high level.

845
W0 zaozai er ling ling liu nian wo chici kao le
R HAE20064E AT IR |

Back in 2006, for the first time, | took

846
HSK Hanyu Shuiping Kaoshi de gaoji kaoshi
HSKVE K25 il i 8 2 2% 1k

the advanced HSK Chinese proficiency exam

847

Di liu ji?
FEINH?
Level six?
848

Qishi shi jiu ji, wd dangshi kao de shi jiuban de HSK
HIg g, FEMFE R 2 IFRHSK

It was actually level nine since | took the old HSK exam.

849
Bushi liu ji shi zuigao ma?
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AN B = ?

Wasn't level six the highest?

850
Danshi na shi xin de HSK
E AL FHIHSK

But that's the new HSK.

851
Ji de HSK jiushi yT dao shi-yi ji,
IH I HS K & — 2 -+ —2K,

The old HSK was level one to eleven,

852
ranhou jiu dao shi-yT ji suanshi gaodéng shuiping.
LAY EWATES i i S8 = ST G

and nine to eleven were the higher levels.

853
Ni gang kaishi lai Zhongguo de shihou shi zénme xuéxi Zhongwén de?
PRI a6 ok o [ AR IR i 76 4 5 3] RS 2

How did you learn Chinese when you first came to China?

854
Zui kaishi wo caiyong le jige fangfa,
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BITIREKH T ILANTTE,

Initially, | used a few methods.

855
wo dangran xuan le y1 bén sh,
ARILE T — A1,

Of course, | chose a book

856
zhé shi y1 ge chixuézhé de Zhongwen sha.
X —MIEFE R A

which was a Chinese book for beginners.

857
Danshi wo céng yT kaishi jiu juéde yodudian wuliao,
B R M — I IE R 154 ST,

But | was a little bored from the start,

858
dou shi heibai ye ba
H 2 R E Ty

because the pages were all in black and white

859
ranhou [imian de néirdng bijiao kiizao ba.
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SR 5 BT A 25 EL IR e

and the content was very boring.

860
W0 ziji, wo dangshi ziji zui ganxingqu de you liang zhong,
WHC, AN EHCRBGEBEAE M,

At that time, there were two ways that | was most interested in.

861
y1 ge shi Dashan de jiému,
—NRRKILKATH,

One was a show by Dashan,

862
jiushi Mark Rowswell de communicate in Chinese
/& Mark Rowswellffjcommunicate in Chinese

Mark Rowswell’'s Communicate in Chinese.

863
Jiaoji Hanyu
A BRI

Communicate In Chinese

864
Ta quanbu de jiému,
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4= ERET H

| watched all the episodes of his show,

865
wo cong diyT dang jiushi kandao zuihou yT gé jiemu le.
WM — 2 E R e — D H T .

from the first to the last.

866
Lingwai dangnian jiu shuo... ni zhidao VCD?
PANVHE ... REIEVCD?

In addition, in those years... Do you know about VCDs?

867
Naxié shipin de guangpan jiu shud hén liuxing.
AR LEARIT I 6 AE HE U AR AT

Video Disc were very popular.

868

Jiushi ling san, ling si, ling wad nian

I

M. Fh4E

G

&n

It was about 2003, 2004, 2005

869

jiushud Chéngging daochu shi nazhdng daoban de VCD
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S Ui 2 PR S Ak 2 A s A IVCD

and pirated VCDs were everywhere in Chongqing.

870
suoyi wo ba hén dud mai xialai le, jiushud yT zhang diézi cai liang san kuai ba,
FrUABRACIRZ KRR 1, il —5KAR 74 ) =,

So, | bought a lot of them, two or three yuan for each one.

871
wd dai huijia jiushud fang chalai.
Py Bl Z e B K

| would bring them back and play them.

872
Ranhou hén dud liuxing géqu,
SNIE AR Z I AT

There were a lot of popular songs,

873
buguan shi Zhou Jiélun, Liu Déhua, Zhang Xuéydu nayang de
ANE R XEE 5K AR

including those by Jay Chou, Liu Dehua, Zhang Xueyou, and so on.

874
Ranhou wd jiu caiyong le zhé y1 gé fangfa ba,
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SRIGER A T IR — ANk,

Then, | adopted a method

875
jiushi w yTju yTju de ba ta g&i ting le,
R —f - eEstE T,

in which | would stop the songs line by line

876
ranhou wo yT gé zi yT gé zi zai wo de shouji
RIEE— DT D FERBTHL

and looked up every single word on my phone

877
huodzhé zai zhizhi de cidian zhong jiushi zhao chalai le
AL AR A R] S Rt R TR R T

or on a paper dictionary.

878
YT kaishi de shihou you méiydu xué pinyin?
IR A A R ?

Did you learn Pinyin at the beginning?

879
Yé xué le
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(g

| did.

880
Zui kaishi pinyin youxié difang butai liaojié,
BT IR PEE A LT A K T,

At the beginning, there were some things about Pinyin that | didn’t understand,

881
tébié shi bird shud zhu hé ju zhéxié fayin de qubié
5 2 G A0 St zhu Rl jui 28 2 35 1R 1X 51

[{H ”

especially the differences between the pronunciation of “zhu” and “ju”.

882
danshi yidan zhangwo hao le,
HE—HEEFT,

Once | mastered the method,

883
haishi juéde shi yT ge bijiao kékao de yT gé xuéxi fangfa.
R TEAFE — A BT SE ) — A2 2 i

| felt it was more reliable for learning.

884
NI yT kaishi jiu xué hanzi ma? | Dui a
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TR— IR0 2 | X I

Did you learn Chinese characters from the beginning? | Right.

885
Huibuhui juéde hén nan?
SR LA RAE?

Did you find it hard?

886
YTnweéi hanzi gén Luémazimu haishi you féichang da de qubié de
RIADL 7 BR % By B3 A AR H R B Xl

Chinese characters are very different from Roman letters.

887
Danshi wo juéde xué Zhongwen zui xtyao jianchi de jieduan
BRGSO T IR R B B

But | think the stage where you need persevence the most

888
jiushi chi xué.
FEA] o

is at the beginning.

889
Juéde jiushuo ni yidan jiushuo da hao le Zhongwén de jichu,
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ATV AR — B AT 47 1 SCH AR

(LY

| think that once you lay the foundation for Chinese

890
jiu hui biande yuélaiyué hao.
2R 1S R R

you'll get better and better.

891
Danshi ni ragud shén zai Zhonggud dehua,
(B R ARG R B AE o [ 3,

But if you are in China,

892
gishi you hén dud hanzi hui jingchang kandao.
HIEAMREWU T2 HED.

there are actually a lot of Chinese characters you see very often.

893
Bird shud ni zai waimian guangjié de shihou,
EE B (R £ A1 T LT FE) N5

For example, when you’re out shopping,

894
naxié jiushuo biaopai a | Zhaopai
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FREEHIE YRR | 7

the signs, | Signboards

895
zhaopai, guanggao yu shénmede hui chéngfu de,
PR T EIE AR S EER,

signboards, slogans and more will be repeated.

896
jiu hui kandao tongyang de ziyan ba
LA B R B 7 IR

You'll see the same words.

897
sudyi zhéyang jiushuo ni hui faxian ziji hén kuai jiu hui béi hén dud
P AIZ R SR KL EH SR U B IR

So, that means you'll find yourself quickly remembering a lot.

898
danshi wo haishi xihuan... zui kaishi haishi hén xihuan
HRREREER. .. BITIHIE 2R ER

But | still like... At the beginning, | still liked

899
Xué géqu zhéyang de y1 gé fangfa,
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A IR — AN,

the method of using songs to learn.

900
yinwei jiushud yT shou gé rugud juéde haoting dehua,
PR gl U — 1 A R v A5 4 W

Because if it's a song that you like,

901
kéyi jiushuo fanfu de qu chang chalai.
AU U S I L IR HY K

you can sing it over and over again.

902
Dangshi zui xihuan nayi shou gé?
2 i B X — T A ?

Which song was your favorite?

903
Zui kaishi haishi hén xihuan Zhou Jiélun yixié quzi ba
BT URIE S AR B W A48 — L h e

At the beginning, | liked some of Jay Chou's songs.

904
Bird shud na y1 shou?
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b o — 1 ?

For example, which one?

905
Dongféngpo nayang de, Qinghuaci nayang de
ARIRBETBRER, B AERIAFE )

Dong Feng Po, Qing Hua Ci, etc.

906
Hui héng liangju ma?
e EaIE

Can you sing a little bit?

907
Shéi zai yong pipa tanzou y1 qu dong féng po...
WEAE HEE EE 33— 2R XUBE. .

“Who is playing the piece, Dong Feng Po with a Chinese lute...”

908
Bucud bucuo! Hai shud wuyinbuquan! | Chang de hén buhao
AR b A | ERIRALF

Not bad! (It's not true) when you said you couldn’t carry a tune! | | didn’t sing it
well.

909
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Ni dagai xué le dugjit jiu kéyi jiandan de qu jiaoliu le?
PR T 2 A a] AT Bt 25 583 1 2

How long did it take you to be able to hold a basic conversation?

910
W0 juéde wo zai Zhonggud zhu le yT nian zhthou,

AR BAFEE T —F2Z )5,

=k

| think that after I've lived in China for a year,

911
naxié zui jiandan de jiushud kéyi gén rén goutong jiaoliu,
TS A ] A Al 0 P AR VA I A AL

| could communicate with people in simple language.

912
danshi wd de cihui haiydu yufa fangmian de hai ydu hén dud quéxian ba
(B2 J )V V5 VA U TH IS A R 22 SR IE

But there were still many flaws in my vocabulary and grammar.

913
haiyou hén dud méiydu xué dao de.
EHIRZ KA R .

There was a lot that | haven’t learned.

914
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Haishi ganjué wod zai Zhonggud zhu le wd, liu nian zudyou,
RS RAEPEAE T . NELA,

| feel that after I've lived in China for 5 to 6 years,

915
wo cai shi geng ziru de géng liuchang de nénggou gén rén goutong.
F A2 B s B AL L R PR N VA E

| was able to talk to people more comfortably.

916
Ranhou zhe wda, liu nian zhthou, wo you faxian le ziji yixie wenti,
NI, NFEZ G, XK T HC— L,

But, five or six years later, | found some other problems | had

917
jiushud méiydu yingi zagou de zhdngshi,
HUUL R 51 A B AR,

or problems that | didn’t pay enough attention to,

918
tébié shi wo de jiushi shéngdiao.
) T A A P

especially my tones.

919
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YTnwei jiushuo zui kaishi wo dui Zhongwén yé bu shu,
R A B BB T a8 Ff v ST A 2k

Because at the beginning, | wasn't familiar with Chinese

920
suoyi duiwolaishud Zhongwén de sishéng,
It LA R 1 Hp S DY 7

and so, the four tones in Chinese,

921
jiu xiang € € & &, ma ma ma ma nayang de
1%e é & &, ma ma ma mailFEn

for example: € é € €, ma ma ma ma

922
duiyd wdémen waigudreén laishuo | Dou shi yiyang de
XFFIRATINE A KL | B2 —HEH)

to us foreigners, | They're all the same.

923
dou yiyang de, meéiydu shénme shizhishang de qabié.
#H—FER), WA S BRI A

They are all the same and there's no real difference.

924
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Danshi wo juéde wod xiang géi guanzhong de y1 ge zui da de dianzi
(BRI 55 AR Z AR — A K B T

But | want to give the audience the best idea (recommendation)

925
jiushi ni céng y1 kaishi yao feichang zhuzhong zhége wenti.
AR VR I IR LRV F XA ) L

and that is, you should pay attention to the problem (of tones) from the start.

926
W6 juéde wo téu wd, liu nian meéiydu zhdongshi zhége
AP T, ANFERAERXA

| don't think | took this seriously for the first five or six years.

927
sudyi haishi juéde nashihou yéushihou gén rén goutong
JIT LA 5 B A5 8 IS i A I fig RN 7 368

So, | felt that sometimes when | communicated with (Chinese) people,

928
yé hui fashéng tamen tingbuddng wd shudhua.
W R AABATIr AN E FR B

they didn’t fully understand me.

929
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Ydu méiydu yinwei shéngdiao buzhln de yuanyin
A A PR A R AN ) SR A

Is there anything embarrassing that happened to you

930
ér fashéng shénme ganga de shiqing?
10 8 A A 2 T e ) 47 2

because of mispronouncing of tones?

931
Zhége hén zhéngchang!
XAMRIEH !

That was quite normal (common)!

932
Danshi kénéng duifang bijiao limao ba,
B R AT REXS 7 LB AL ST,

But people might, out of politeness,

933
tamen buhui zénme qu chaoxiao ni shénmede.
AT S T8 A B RARA A

not laugh at you.

934
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Youyixi€ zui dianxing de, biru shud nage “xibhgmao”
A e RN, B AN REA

The most typical example is “xibngmao” (which means “panda”).

935
bird shud ni de shéngdiao budui dehua,
B an i AR B8 75 PR AN 3

If you get the tone wrong,

936
ni k&néng shud wo xihuan ni de “xiong mao” | Xiong mao!
PRI e Ul B R R | R

you might say it like “I like your “xibng mao” (chest hair)”. | Chest hair!!

937
Dui ya, zhéyang de shi dou shi hén zhéngchang.
X, IXRE R AGE R IR

Right! Things like that were quite normal.

938
Ydu méiydu shud guo yici, wo xihuan zheli de xiohgmao,
ABEAWIE K, REIIX R,

Have you ever said ‘I like the pandas here”

939
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ranhou béi rén ting chéng le xiong mao?
SRIGHENIT R T 2

and people understood it as “chest hair’?

940
Kénding you, danshi yé hui faxian dangdi rén buzénme jiizhéng ni,
HER, HEAWSKIAMANE LA LR,

Sure, | have. But | discovered that Chinese usually don’t correct you

941
jiusuan ni shudcht y1 gé hén kéxiao, y1 gé hén haoxiao de yi gé cuowu
SRR — AMRATSE, —AMRIF R — MR

even if the mistake you make is ridiculous or funny.

942
yiban tamen buhui yoéu shénme fanying de.
— AT A AL .

They usually give no reaction.

943
Ni juéde gang kaishi xuéxi Zhongwén de shihou,
PROEAFRITF 4R 27 >3 SR IR,

When you started to learn Chinese,

944
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shénme shi zui nan de? Ting, shuo, du, xié
HaRmEr? Wy i 3% 5

what was the hardest part? Listening, speaking, reading or writing?

945
Kénding shi xi€zuo bijiao nan!
H € e HAF H B !

Certainly, writing was the hardest.

946
Danshi téngshi zhé yé shi y1 gé hén da de léqu,
{ELFE [R] IRt 5 — MR K Y SRR

But at the same time, it has been a great joy (to learn it).

947
bird shuo kéyi lian yixia shafa shénmede
e i T BAZR— N A5iEAT A/

For example, | could practice calligraphy.

948
Sutran ydudian nan, danshi xuéxi de gudchéng yé tébié de kaixin,
BN O, B2 ST I AR AR A T O,

Though it was hard, the process of learning was fun

949
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yé juéde tébié de jidong ba.
AR B E

and exciting.

950
Danshi zui da de nanti wo juéde haishi ziji shudhua,
(B S KM AE R 1934 /2 B 21,

But the biggest problem | feel | still have is my speaking.

951
yT gé jiushi wd gangcai shud de yuanyin jiu shudé meéiyou...
— AN A U R R A

One reason is what I've said before which is...

952
zui kaishi jiu méiyou zhongshi Zhongwén de sishéng, shéngdiao
BOT IR A EAL T SOV A, 7

at the beginning, | didn’t pay attention to my tones.

953
ranhou wo juéde houlai wo yé fajué dao lingwai y1 gé wenti,
SR 5 AT 5 AR A B 5 Ah— A ),

Later, | noticed another problem

954
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jiushi Zhongwén shudhua yao shud de dandiao yidian de.
S A R ST UTE AT R — S

and that is, Chinese speak with a more monotonous tone.

955
Ni zhidao hén dud Ouzhéu jit shud B&iméizhou de yliyan
PRANTEIR 22 BRIt e AL S T 5

As you know, in many European or North American languages,

956
tamen nazhdng ganqing de bidaoxian bijiao féngfu ba
AT A7 (1) 2R B B A =

people will gesticulate more (when speaking).

957
sudyi jiushud wo juéde wd you hén dud nian,
P A R A A R 2 4

So, | feel that there were many years that

958
wo shud Zhongweén jiushi zhéyang shud de.
i A SO R IX R VL

| spoke Chinese like this.

959
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Nihao! W6 laizi Yinggud, wo shi Zhanmust,
PRaF Y JoR B E, g AT,

“‘Hello! I am from England, | am James

960
w0 sanshi dud sui nayang
W=12 Z Rk

and | am over 30 years old.”

961
Danshi wd jiushi tonggud changqt de
1B 2 Jmit 2 1 K Y

But by constantly

962
jiushuo yduyishi de duanlian jiu shuo ba wo de...
S S B R AR

deliberately practicing, | managed to make my...

963
Bidoging | bidoqing géi ya ping
El | RS

Your facial expressions? | (I tried to) make my face less expressive.

964
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Jinliang méitian buguan shud shénme,
REFRAEV 4,

Every day, no matter what | was talking about,

965
jiushi kénéng yao jianshao ni de nazhdng ganqing de biaoxian.
U AT BEEE IR VR B IR A B R B

| tried to reduce my facial expressions.

966
You meéiyou faxian tingli hén nan ne? Youqishi zai Sichuan
AR AR ? JCH AN )1

Do you find listening difficult, especially in Sichuan?

967
Dui a, tébié shi Chongqging you Chongqging hua, Sichuan hua
XS, AR ) B A LR L D14

Yes. Especially, because in Chongqging, there is Chongqing and Sichuan
dialect.

968
ranhou jiushud haiydu hén dud shaowéi nianzhang yidian de,
SN G U 1R 2 R K — U,

And, many older people,
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969
tamen shi laonianren,
AT EFEN,

they're old,

970
youde laonianrén génbén buhui shud putonghua.
AHZZFEAREAZ VB

and some of them cannot speak Mandarin at all.

971
Rugud ni shud putonghua, tamen nénggou tingddng ni.
WUERAR UG, ABATREE T REAR

If you speak Mandarin to them, they can understand.

972
Danshi tamen... | Buhui shuo
{ERABAT... | Al

But they... | Can’t speak.

973
Tamen jiu gén ni shud dangdi de hua ba
AT A ER AR it 224 b P 1 e

They will speak the local dialect with you.
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974
Haiyou hén dud rén tamen shud de shi yizhdng hunhéwu,
IR Z N AT SR 2 —FIR-E ),

In addition, many people speak a kind of mixed language

975
jiu jiao Chuan pu hua
Y 1

called “Sichuan Mandarin”.

976
Ni néng tingdeddng Chuan pu hua ma?
PREE T 7915 )1 335 2

Can you understand “Sichuan Mandarin”?

977
Xianzai wo tingdeddng.
AL T 4514

Now | can.

978
Tamen ydu naxié tézhéng?
EATA R LERRAE ?

What are some of its characteristic?
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979
Y1 ge shi shéngdiao buyiyang de
— A RAEPFA TN

One is the tones are different.

980
Bird shuo ne?
EG an 15 e 2

For example?

981
Bird shuo.... wo ziji de Chongqing hua shud de bijiao lan ba
e 3 E R E RIS LR

For example... My Chongqing dialect is very terrible

982
kénéng wo shud de budui ba.
A AEF AT ARIE o

and possibly, | might pronounce it incorrectly.

983
Biru shud yao shuo "shangxué"
BRI Sl o= o

For example, the word “shangxué”,
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984
kénéng hén dud dangdi rén hui gén ni shud “sang3 short”
AT REIR 2 2 N & BRI i “sang3 short”

many locals might say “sang3 short”.

985
Na bu jiushi Chongqing hua le ma?
AEASEI IS B R 7?2

Isn’t that Chongqing dialect (not Sichuan Mandarin)?

986
Dui, jiusuan Chongging hua
XF, L KT

Right. It's Chongging dialect.

987
Qishi hén dud danci gén putonghua hén xiangsi ba,
FLSAR 22 5ot B TE AR AE LA NE,

Actually, (the sound of) many words in the Chongging dialect are similar to
Mandarin.

988
danshi yindiao buytyang de, haiydu kduyin
ERHFRA R, BF0F

But the tones and accents are different.
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989
Tamen huibuhui guyi de jiang yu su jiang man?
AT e AN WU M 1 ek B 1 2

Will they deliberately slow down their speech (when speaking to you)?

990
Jiushi jiang man yidian
e IS —

Basically, speak slower?

991
W06 ping wo ziji de jingyan, wo juéde méiyou zheyang de shi.
WELKEH WAL, A RS,

Based on my own experiences, | don’t think it happens.

992
Qishi wo juéde zai Chongqing hudzhé zai Zhonggud
FLSEIR G0 AT A B R B AE

In fact, | feel that in Chongqing or in China

993
Zhongwén xué hén hao de waiguorén bijiao shao,
HSCEAR LT R AMME N B2,

there are very few foreigners who have learned Chinese well.
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994
sudyi tamen jiu méiyou dudshao jingyan
BT UAATT B % /0 22 5

So, they (the local Chinese) don’t have experience (dealing with foreign
learners)

995
jiushud géi waiguorén shud de gingchu yidian,
i gs s E N BAHE HE — A

and try to speak to foreigners clearer

996
huozhé ba yu su fang man yidian de.
B T RS — S .

or slower.

997
Sudyi zhége yé shi wo tou ji nian juéde bijiao kunnan de yi gé yuanyin.
T PR A B A 3K T LA 5L 45 BB R HE Y — AN S A

That was one of the reasons that | felt it was difficult in my first few years.

998
Jiushuo jiusuan wo dangshi de shuiping bushi hén gao,

BB 2 I R K A AR v
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Even though my Chinese level wasn’t high,

999
danshi dangdi rén gén wo shuohua de shihou
1H 2 2 b N ER R0 135 R B i

the locals talked with me

1000
jiu hui xiang zhéngchang yiyang de,
AR IR — 1,

as they would with other Chinese

1001
zhéngchang yiyang de y1 ge yu su gén wo shudhua.
TEH R — BRI .

and they spoke in a normal speed.

1002
Danshi zhége kénéng yé giagia bangzhu le ni qu jiasu ni de tingli,
BRI RE At H B AR L IE R e 77,

But perhaps, this has actually helped you speed up your listening

1003
yinwei ni jingchang qu ting.
BRAIRE B 2207 .

mandarincorner.org



Englishman Gets His Chinese Green Card and More

because you often listened (to normal speed).

1004
Dui ya, wo juéde zui zhongyao de jiushi ni tingbuddng de shihou,
XS, R A i B ) HU S AR i A R Ik

Right. | think that the most important thing is that when you don’t understand,

1005
yiding buyao gandao huixin shénmede,
—EAEREBK O AT,

you shouldn’t feel discouraged

1006
buyao juéde yao sangqi shénmede
ANE GRS AH)

or frustrated.

1007
yidingyao jiushuo baoliu ziji de zixinxin.
—REE AR B ORI B SO,

You must keep up your confidence.

1008
Ni tingbuddng de shihou hui zhuangzud tingdeddng ma?

PRI AN R I 2 e AR W A5 1 2
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Would you pretend that you understood when you didn’t?

1009
Yigian wo jingchang
DA Pz

Before, | did often.

1010
Yigian wo tou ji nian de shihou, wo jingchang you zhéyang de shi.
PARTH K JUAE B, JREH H XS .

In the first few years, | often did this.

1011
Shi wéishénme hui jiazhuang tingdeddng?
SR A ST 2

Why did you pretend that you understood?

1012
YTnweéi jiushi juéde ydudian ganga ba,
PR A e A5 R f P

Because | felt a little awkward

1013

jlushuo yé& pa jiushi ba wodmen de duihua tdran daduan, zhongduan
shénmede.
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A0 U0 A SR AT TRA TR0 5 RIRFT T T e A1

and | was afraid that | would interrupt our conversations.

1014
Na duifang hui ganjué de dao ma?
TRXS 5 e AT 20 2

Would the other person feel it?

1015
Ta zhidao ni kénéng zai jiazhuang tingdedong.
b R TE PR T BEAE AR T 50

Did he/she know that you were pretending?

1016
W6 juéde ydushihou buhui de,
W H A2 H,

| don’t think they did.

1017
rugud wo bu bidoxian chalai, jiushud woé méiydu tingddng de,
RIRANKIL R, W3R B W i,

If | didn’t show that | didn’t understand,

1018
tamen jiu jixu shud xiaqu.
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AT AR 4R B0 R 25

they would just continue talking.

1019
Dui ya, qgishi wo you hén dud nian shi zheyang zhuang guoqu de.
XF, HStRA MR FR X rrRd L.

Yeah. Actually, for many years, | pretended my way through.

1020
Ni juéde you y1 gé Zhongguo qizi
R — A EET

Do you think that having a Chinese wife

1021
huibuhui hén da de bangzhu dao ni de Zhongweén néngli?
SACAR KA B B IR ST RE /) ?

has helped you to learn Chinese?

1022
W& de gingkuang quéshi bangzhu le wd bushao,
AE B S B 1 3RAD,

In my case, it surely helped a lot.

1023
danshi zhé buyiding.
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ERXA—E

But, this is not always true

1024
Yinwei y& ydu hén dud dangdi de nlihaizi Yingwén shud de hdo
KA AR 2 i) 20 £ 7 S S UiAS 47

because many local girls can speak English well.

1025
danshi Yingweén shud de tai hao de,
{HIE LU AT KT 1

But the ones that speak English too well,

1026
tamen zhaodao y1 gé waigud de nanydu,
QAT B — AN A E A

when they find a foreign boyfriend

1027
hudzhé gen y1 gé waiguorén jiéhun
B BRI E NS5

or marry a foreigner,

1028

tamen jiushi yidingyao rang tamen shud Yingweén.
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AATTAR A — E AR ARATT T S

they will let them speak English.

1029
Rugud you fashéng zhéyang de qingkuang,
R R AEIXFE G DL

If this happens,

1030
k&néng ydu yT gé dangdi de yT gé& nliydu, yT1 gé qizi ne
AR — DM — DL —ADETIR

having a local girlfriend or wife

1031
buayiding hui qi dao shénme zudyong.
A==l 2R .

might not have any effect (on their Chinese).

1032
Quéshi wo zhidao yixié... wod zai Chongqing rénshi yixié gita de Yingguorén,
BSERANTE —L8. . RAEFE PR — I Ad s E A,

| know some other Englishmen in Chongqing

1033
tamen y& shi gén Chénggqing nage niihaizi jié le han,
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ATt e R R RIS L 4% 14 1A

who have also married Chonggqing women

1034
zai zhébian zhu le shi dud nian,
FERIAE T+ 2,

and have lived here for over ten years.

1035
danshi tamen chabudud buguan shi Chéngginghua shi putonghua,
B AT ZE AN 2 AV 2 R 2 I I 1

But whether it is Chongging dialect or Mandarin,

1036
tamen yiju dou buhui de.
AT — A EA L

they can’t speak any.

1037
Dui, tamen haishi xiguan jiushuo méitian dou shud Yingweén.
XF,  ARATTIE A2 SRR R AT U

Yeah. They still speak English every day.

1038
Ranhou tamen gén yué fumu zaiyiqi de shihou,
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SRR A AT ER AR SCREAE — A B IR

When they are with their parents-in-law,

1039
jiushi hén chénmo de guorizi.
FARARTIE ML H 1.

it's all silence.

1040
Na ni de qizi yT kaishi de shihou shi gén ni jiang Yingwén de, dui ba?
AR ZE T — T 06 B g 2 BRUR YF 9 ST, X ?

At the beginning, you wife was speaking English with you, right?

1041
Zui kaishi wo de Zhongwén bijiao lan ba, bijiao jiandan
SN GES AL S Y Y L S

At the beginning, my Chinese was bad and simple.

1042
sudyi nashihou ta jiushi jiang Yingwén jadud de.
JIT CAFS IR b e D27 S S 22 11

So, at that time, she spoke mostly English.

1043
Danshi jiushud suizhe wd de Zhongwén manman de jiushud tigao | tigao le
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B U ) P OB R iR = | fem T

But as my Chinese slowly improve... | Improved.

1044
Ta jiushuo jiang Yingwén de shijian yé xiangying de jiangdr le.
ot 590 U D 2R S R I )RR R RIS T

the amount of English she spoke decreased.

1045
Ni yT kaishi xuéxi Zhongweén de shihou wanquan shi zixué de, shi ma?
TR— 8657 > TP SO R 58 42 E 22, 2y ?

When you first started learning Chinese, it was all self-learning, right?

1046
Chabuduo ba
AL

More or less.

1047
Fanzhéng wd meéiydu zhuanmén canjia shénme péixunban,
SOAEREA L IS 2 5591 8L,

| didn’t attend any training schools,

1048
yé meéiydu shang guod ke, méiyou zhao Zhongwén laoshi.
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WA B, AR .

had any class or Chinese teachers.

1049
Weishénme méiydu qu ging guo laosht jiao ne?
AT LA IS 2B ?

Why didn’t you hire a Chinese teacher?

1050
Yigian jiushi zai shang daxué de shihou jiushi xué le Fayu,
PLRT S 2 7E B R Z= g s 2 22 1k,

Before, when | was in university, | learned French.

1051
suiran jiushuo yéu hén dud ke,
B MAMRZ IR,

Although, there were many classes,

1052
danshi wd bénlai jiushi hén xihuan duli de qu xué
1B 2 FRAS KA A AR B XA 2 5

| liked learning independently

1053
wo xiang yong shénme jiaocai jiu yong shénme jiaocai,
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TAE AT 2 B AT 4 61

and | could use whatever materials | felt like using.

1054
jiushi bu xihuan jiushud kénéng you yT weéi laosht
S AN X 5 AT BEA — A2 D

| just don’t like having a teacher

1055
zhuanmeén yaoqiu wd z€nme qu XUueéxi.
BIEREBEALF.

telling me how to study.

1056
Sudyi wo lai Zhonggud ziji fajué le yixié jiushud xuéxi de fangshi.
FreAdeck B 5 SR T2 1 5 > 17 7.

So, when | came to China, | discovered (my own) way of learning.

1057
Chule VCD zhiwai,
k& TVCDZ4h,

Besides using VCDs,

1058
jiushud wo yé faxian le yi kan zazhi ba, jiushi crazy English

mandarincorner.org



Englishman Gets His Chinese Green Card and More
IR R I T LAE 2B, 5i& Crazy English

| also found that reading magazines, for example, Crazy English

1059
wo yong le hén dud nian, jiushi féngkuang Yingyu yuédu ban
WH TIRZAE, Wi LS5 [ B i

which I've used for many years. It was the written version of Crazy English.

1060
fanzhéng tamen yuanwén shi laizi guéwai de ba,
FAEEATE SR K B E AT,

The original articles were from abroad (in English),

1061
danshi tamen de Zhongweén yi ban yi de tébié jingqué ba.
{EFEAATTH A SRR RS A A R EL

but the Chinese version was being translated quite accurately.

1062
Sudyi wo you hén dud nian
FrARA R Z 4

So, for many years,

1063
w0 jiushi zhuanmén tongguo jiushud duizhao jiushud Zhong Ying wén,
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ey s BB i BN R Y TS A

through reading Chinese alongside with the English,

1064
jiushud xué dao le hén dud Zhongweén de yufa.
U2 TR Z PO iEE .

| learned a lot of Chinese grammar.

1065
Zheme zuo ydudian kizao,
XM Rk,

It was a little boring doing it this way,

1066
danshi wo kénéng ziji de yizhili haishi ting giang de.
BT AE B C RIS 782 BE R Y .

but maybe because of my strong willpower, (I did it).

1067
Ni yOu zhuanmeén qu xuéxi yufa ma?
PR R TR RS ?

Did you specifically learn grammar?

1068
Méiydu, jiushi ziji fajué de.
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BA, EECKIER.

No. | just learned it by myself.

1069
Na ni hén lihai! Yinwei wo juéde ni de Zhongweén jiang de...
TR 3 0 RO REAF UR B SCHEAS...

You did good! Because | feel that your Chinese is...

1070
woO méiyou faxian tai da de shénme yufa wenti.
WEA IR KB 218 7] L

| haven’t noticed any big grammatical mistakes.

1071
Xiéxie! Kénéng ou'ér hui you de.
U TRER R 2 H

Thank you! But occasionally, | make (mistakes).

1072
Zhége yé rang wo jiu shud xiangdao,
XA LR Pl e AR 2],

This reminds me

1073
jiushi wo zui kaishi haishi mai le ji bén sha.
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SR ITIRIL K T LA

that initially, | did buy a few books.

1074
Tebié shi chu xué jieéduan de,
R BB B

Especially at the beginning,

1075
kan wan le jiushud jibén de xué Zhongwén de shd,
A 5e TR I 2 T S A,

| went through some basic Chinese learning books.

1076
danshi wo yizhi juéde haishi yéu yidiandian de kdzao,
ERER —BHWAIEEA — m IR,

But | always felt that it was boring

1077
kénéng néirong haishi ydudian fawei de, jiushudé méiydushénme...
A RENBIERH R ZWRI, S A4

and the content was not very interesting.

1078
xué gilai jiushi juéde xingqu bushi tebié da.
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FRER UL B0 A3 PSR AN R K

When | tried to learn from them, | didn’t feel interested.

1079
Houlai wo hai mai le yT bén sha,
JERPGEK T — AT,

Later, | bought another book

1080
jiushi zhuanmén zhuangong Zhongwén de dudyinzi,
AL LR P 2 EY,

and it specialized in Chinese polyphones (characters with more than one
pronunciation)

1081
zhége kénéng yeé shi yi gé xué Zhongweén de di san gé nandian.
XANAT R — AP SRS = AN HE R

which is the third most difficult point of learning Chinese.

1082
Di si gé nandian shi chéngyu,
5 VYA HE U GE

The fourth one is Chengyu.

1083
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danshi jiushud dudyinzi yé shi yT gé hén da de nanti.
HREUZ & e — MR .

But Chinese polyphones is a tough one.

1084
Ni zénme qu xuéxi dudyinzi ne?
IRE 45551 2 T

How did you study Chinese polyphones?

1085
Kénéng wd Chongqing dai le san, si nian zhihou,
ATREFE KA V= WUEZE,

Probably only after | had been in Chongqing for 3 to 4 years,

1086
wo cai kaishi jiushud zhuzhdng zhége wenti.
AT W VEE XA )

did | start paying attention to this problem.

1087
Jiu xiang shéngdiao yiyang de, jiushud zui kaishi wd meéiydu zhdngshi.
UG — AR, BT IR TR AL .

It was just like my tones which | didn’t pay much attention to at the beginning.

1088
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Kénéng dangshi ragud wd you y1 wei laoshi, Zhongwén laoshi
A fe A a R A — A, T acE I

At that time, if | had a Chinese teacher,

1089
ta kénéng hui jiushuo jiao wo dud zhongshi zhege weénti.
fih R e 22l 1 L 3 2 ELARIXA ]

he/she might have told me to pay attention to this.

1090
Qishi wo fajué le zhége wenti zhthou,
FS R 7 IXA R )5

Actually, after | noticed this problem,

1091
w0 zhuanmén mai le y1 bén shd, hén hou y1 bén sha,
WETIL T —A4, RE—AA,

| bought a book, a thick one,

1092
ranhou jiu yT gé zi, yT gé zi de qu fénxi.
WRIEH— N — N LS.

and | analyzed (the Chinese) word by word.

1093
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Wa! Hao kéku ya!
M) G 20 1

Wow! You were hardworking!

1094
Dui, shi youdian keka.
Xt R .

Yes, it was hard work.

1095
Danshi wo zdngshi juéde jiishud yidan nénggou xuéhao,
{HRFR S ARt Ul — H RE 22 4F

But | always felt that once you learn it well,

1096
ranhou ni chaqu ni gén dangdi rén goutong,
SR G R Z R ER 24 N V38,

when you go out talking with the locals,

1097
jiushud paishangyongchang nayang de
SR B R

and when you get to use them,

1098
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haishi juéde ziji xin limian de nazhdng shouhuo de...
W AT H oG B B AR . .

| feel that in my mind, it would be

1099
chéngijiu gan shi hén da de.
AU IR K o

a great sense of achievement.

1100
Ni ganggang you jiangdao chéngyu,
PRIAINIAE P21 ik,

You just mentioned Chengyu,

1101
ni xianzai de chéngyu liang zénmeyang?
PRILAE B BB AR ?

how is your Chengyu?

1102
Juéde shi hén hao, xianzai kénding xué le jigian gé ba
WA ARG, AT EY 7T

| feel it's pretty good. | must have learned a few thousands of them.

1103
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fanzhéng naxié richang shénghud dangzhong sudydu chilai de,
S IEJRLE [ A0 2 vh BT H ORI,

In any case, these that often appear in everyday conversation

1104
haiyou xinwén shangmian chalai de jibénshang dou néng tingddng.
A e T R ) A B R i e

or on the news, | can understand most of them.

1105
Ni xianzai de kduyu shuiping qishi haishi suanshi hén gao de le,
PRIAE I 5 KT s R H AR R i T,

Actually, your current speaking ability is pretty high,

1106
ni juéde ni shi tonggud shénme fangfa dadao le ni xianzai de shuiping?
PREAFVR AL A A T7 IR 3] T VRBIAE B 7K 2

what methods have you used to get to where you are now?

1107
Jiushi changqr gén jiali rén, haiyou yixié dangdi de péngyou
PRI BN, &F A

Through talking with my family constantly and also,

1108
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jiushuo lian kduyu, dud gén tamen shud
B IE, 2 BRARATTI

practicing with my local Chinese friends.

1109
ranhou haozai wo zhouwéi de rén jiushud qishi méiydu hén dud Yingweén...
SR G TR AE R B N S A IR 2 5.

Luckily, people around me actually do not...

1110
Méiyou hén dud Yingwén hén hao de,
BARZ JUREF 1,

There aren’t many that can speak good English

1111
sudyi wd zhuyao de péngyou quan dou shi jiang Zhongwén de.
JIT AR 14 AR A P 2 v ST

and so, most of my Chinese friends speak Chinese.

1112
W6 Weixin shangmian de dabufen lianxi rén dou shi Zhongguérén,
LD ER PN i S YN P E DN

Most contacts on my WeChat are Chinese

1113
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wo fa shénme fa y1 tido xinxi shénmede,
WRAT 2 e — A5 BT A1,

and if | send a message

1114
fa y1tiao péngyou quan quan shi Zhongweén.
R Al 4 o,

or post something on a moment, it’s all in Chinese.

1115
Ni you méiydu keyi de rang ziji jinru y1 gé quan Zhongweén de huanjing,
A A 2 ELE B SN — A SIS,

Did you deliberately immerse yourself in a Chinese environment,

1116
jiushi keyi de qu jiao yixi€ Zhonggud de péngyou,
e 2 S A —Lerp [E AR A

for example, making only Chinese friends

117
zdujin Zhongguo de quanzi?
Tt 72

and being only in Chinese circles?

1118
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Dui, qishi wo zui kaishi yé hén keyi de jiushud qu zhéme zud.
Xf s HSIR T A6 AR 2 b A 1 25X A0

Yes. | actually did it on purpose at the beginning.

1119
Suiran haishi ydudian xinkd,
BIRIE A FT,

Though it was hard and sometimes,

1120
kénéng youshihou ybu yidiandian de géli gan,
AR A — e B B UK

| felt a little isolated

1121
yinwei ni jingchang tingbuddng zhouwéi rén de hua.
PRI g 28 i W AN T o) D N )

because | often found myself not understanding people around me,

1122
Danshi zhége yé zhide, ranhou jiushuo
EREXNMES, REEi

But it was worthwhile. And...

1123
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ragud zhexié péngyou men dui ni hao dehua,
N SRR A AT TR AR B35 5

If your friends are nice to you,

1124
tamen yé hui bangzhu ni a, dud géi ni jiéshi a, shud man yidian de
AATT 2 FE BRI, 2 25 VR ARREIRT,  DETE— RO

they will try to help and explain to you as well as speak a little slower.

1125
Na haihdo
ARk hy

That’s good.

1126
Sudyi haishi juéde rugud ni xiang jiushuo
It LAIE /2 56 A3 a0 SR AR AR 5 i

So, | still feel that if you want your Chinese speaking

1127
dadao y1 gé hén gao de kduyu shuiping,
1 B — MR E I HEK,

to achieve a higher level,

1128
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haishi yao ydngyu jiushuo jinru yT gé jiushud dangdi de y1 gé quanzi limian,
B TN AU 2 ) — > L

you need to have the courage to get yourself into a true Chinese environment

1129
jiushud jianshao ni yong Yingwén de jthui ba. | Dui
SV R SN IE . | X

and reduce your usage of English. | Right.

1130
Ni xianzai rénshi duéshao gé hanzi?
PRIAEINTRZ DAL ?

How many characters can you recognize now?

1131
Zhége ydudian nan suan chalai,
XA RERL R,

That'’s a little hard to figure out.

1132
danshi wo guji ba yinggai you qgi ba gian zudyou ba.
HRTAG N ZA -\ T A AT,

My estimate is 7 to 8 thousand.

1133
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Na suanshi hén hao de le.
E BRI T

That'’s really good!

1134
Fanzhéng richang shénghuo6 zhong kanshi de shihou, kan baozhi de shihou,
SOEH AR PE BRI AR, B IRAEIRE,

In any case, when | read books or newspapers,

1135

jloénshang wo dou ren de dao le.
AR FRANGR T,

| recognize most of the characters.

1136
W6 xianzai jiushud... wd mugian jiushud xué Zhongweén de zhuyao fangshi
WHAERLUL... L H BTH P E 7

| now.... My current main learning method

1137
jiushi kan hén dud YTngguo jingdian xiaoshud de Zhongwén ban.
LR R 2 0% [E 22 /N3 ) T SCRR

is reading a lot of Chinese versions of English classical novels.

1138
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YTnweéi kénéng naxié zudzhé yong de yuyan
Ry m] REIRLef 8 - TG =

Perhaps, because those authors were using

1139
bijiao shén'ao ba, bijiao fuza
PERGIR I, LR o

deeper and more complex language

1140
sudyi jiushud ni kan yi ban de shihou
FIr LRI Wi AR 136 R PR P

and so, when | am reading the translated versions,

1141
kénding hui chixian yixié méshéng de jiushud sheéngci,
€ 2 B — B B AR Al 1 A 3]

words that | am not familiar with will surely appear,

1142
kénéng yixié€ jiushud bu shuxi de yixié shuofa.
A e — LE R Ul AN B — L

or maybe | will run into some unfamiliar sayings.

1143
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Ranhou wd zhao dao le zhthou, wd jiu dakai wd de cidian,
RGN T 2 )5, BT T3 i) g,

When | run into those (words), | will open my dictionary

1144
jiushudé zhuanmén cha chalai.
L A K.

and check them up.

1145
Women de guanzhong qishi daduoshu
FATHIREAR L S K 2 %

Actually, the majority of our audience

1146
dou shi zhéngzai xuéxi Zhongwén de xuésheng,
A IEAE 52 S TP 22 A,

are students that are learning Chinese.

1147
ragud shud tamen xiangyao lai Zhonggud xuéxi Zhongwen,
I SR A ATT AR R [ 2 2T 3

If they want to come to China to learn Chinese

1148
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huozhé shi 1ai Zhongguoé shénghud shunbian xuéxi dehua,
B 2 SR H B ARV I 2 = (1),

or come here to live and learn at the same time,

1149
ni juéde ni hui tutjian tamen qu shénmeyang de chéngshi?
PREAF VR HEAR AT ] 22 AT A R AT 2

which cities would you recommend them to go to?

1150
Qishi wo juéde dou méiyduguanxi de.
HSLER AT HRBA K AR

Actually, | don’t think it matters.

1151
Danshi yidingyao yT1 gé huida dehua,
(HE— 2 E AN R i,

But if | had to give one,

1152
wo shi zhége kanfa, rugud ni shi duanqt lai Zhongguo,
WRRXANEE, RIRZ IR E,

in my own opinion, if you only stay in China for a short period of time,

1153
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wo haishi kénéng jianyi ni qu yT gé dangdi rén...
IE R R WARZ— AL

| might recommend that you go to an area...

1154
jiushi jiang putonghua weéi muyu de y1 ge diqa,
Hte P B GOy RRE B — N BIX,

go to an area that people speak Mandarin as their main tongue,

1155
xiang dongbéi nayang de y1 gé difang, hudézhé Shenzhén
BRI — M T7, B IR

for example, places like northeast China or Shenzhen.

1156
yinwei Shénzhén you hén dud waidirén,
ARV R Z M N,

Because in Shenzhen, there are many people that come from outside of the
city,

1157
sudyi zhuyao de yuyan bushi Yueyu, zhishi putonghua.
Pl EERTE S AR EE, REAEEE.

and so, the main language spoken is not Cantonese, but Mandarin.
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1158
Danshi rugud ni shi xiang wo yiyang de,
B R UER KRR IR,

But if you're like me

1159
kénéng yao lai Zhonggud shenghuo zhishao y1 nian,
A ROk [ AR D4R,

and you might be in China for at least one yeair,

1160
wo juéde ni qu shénmedifang jiu méiydu tai da de guanxi le.
PRAFR LA A M TTHRA KKK R T

| think that it doesn’t matter too much where you go.

1161
Chongqing jiushud hén dud rén xihuan jiang Chéngqing hua,
R AR 2 N E XU R,

It's true that many Chongqing people like to speak Chongqging dialect,

1162
danshi nianging de yidai
ERFRERN

but the younger generation,
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1163
gr ling hou, ba ling hou de yiban tamen dou hui shud putonghua.
LEJE. \FJGH— A 1 2 5w 11

such as people who were born after the 70s and 80s, generally speak
Mandarin.

1164
Ranhou kan dao ni shi waiguorén,
G FE ZRZEIME N,

Also, if they see that you're a foreigner,

1165
yiban tamen buhui gén ni shud dangdi de yuyan.
AR AATT R 2 BR AR 2 M S

usually, they won'’t speak the local language with you.

1166
Hanzi gishi you fén jianti hé fanti,
DU S o T AR AT AR

Chinese characters actually have the simplified and the traditional,

1167
xiang Xianggang, Aomén, haiydu Taiwan déng di,
BEW. W], EH GESEM,

for example, Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan
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1168
tamen yong de shi fantizi | Shide
ENTHNZZERT | ZM

use the traditional characters. | Right.

1169
Ni juéde dajia yinggai xué na yizhdng bijiao hao ne?
PRDEAF RGN 7R — Aol L LG 1 2

Which one do you think it's better for people to learn?

1170
Haishi liang zhdng dou xtyao xué?
TR PR 5 %

Or, should they learn both?

1171
W6 juéde ni shénghuo zai shénmedifang jiu xué shénme, dui ya!
AR A AT AT B A, o )

| think that you should study whichever is being used where you live.

1172

Sudyi wo yizhi dou méiydu changqr zhu
BT AR — B K

Since | have never lived in
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1173
Xianggang, Gang Ao Tai na san gé difang,
s R G = 07,

Hong Kong, Macau, or Taiwan for a long period of time,

1174
sudyi duiwolaishuo fantizi meéiyou tai da de yongchu,
JIT DA R i AR 7 ROR I AL,

learning the traditional characters is not that useful for me.

1175
juéde zai Chéngqing yé haishi hén shao hui kandao.
WAFE B R IL AR F 3.

Also, | very rarely see them in Chongqing.

1176
Qishi zhé lidng zhdng, fantizi jiantizi wd dou xué gud le.
HSX Rl Bk e R 7.

In fact, | have learned both the traditional and the simplified.

1177
Ni weishénme xuéxi fantizi?
PR A2 2] BAR 2

Why did you learn the traditional?
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1178
Zhuayao jiushi zui kaishi wo xué de shi nage VCD
FE R BIT IR HEBAVCED

Mainly because at the beginning when | was learning with VCDs,

1179
nage shipin de géqu
TRAS PRSI ) A

the songs in those videos,...

1180
Zhou Jiélun shi Taiwan de!
JAAE R GBI !

Jay Zhou is from Taiwan!

1181
Dui a, danshi buguan shi dalu de haishi Gang Ao Tai de,
PR, AEE AN KR IR S SR 5 1)

Right! But whether it was from the mainland, Hong Kong, Macau or Taiwan,

1182

yiban tamen Zhongweén de zi quan shi fantizi.
—REANTP ) A AR

the lyrics were usually traditional.
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1183
Haoxiang nage shihou shi, dui
ARSI, X

It seems that it was like this at that time.

1184
Kénéng céng shijué de jiaodu laikan, fantizi kénéng yao...
AR ML SE A SR, BRI RS .

Perhaps, from a visual point of view, traditional characters might be more...

1185
kénéng youde bijiao méi, kénéng haokan yidian de.
FREA B ELECE, FIREIFE — R,

might be more beautiful and look better.

1186
Danshi céng shiji de jiaodu laishuo,
{ELE MSE B B £ B K

However, from a practical point of view,

1187

haishi quéshi juéde jiantizi

I B S AT R AR 7

| still feel that simplified characters...
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1188
Bijiao rongyi? | Dui ya!
LBCE S T | R

Easier? | Right.

1189
Jiushi yao rongyi hén dud, yao jiéyue shijian.
MREEHIRZE, FEATAN A,

It's easier and saves you time

1190
Jiushuo you hén dud zi, hanzi
MUARZF, WF

because the strokes of many (simplified) characters

1191
kénéng bihua jiushuo jianshao hén dud le.
A REEE IR IRZ T

have been reduced a lot.

1192
Qishi ni xué le hén dud zhdng yuyan,
Hfry TIRZMIE S,

You've actually learned many languages,
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1193
yT kaishi xué le Fayu, ranhou muyu shi Yingwén,
—IHaRE ViR, ARJERRER I,

you learned French at the beginning, your mother language is English,

1194
xianzai Zhongwén you xué de hén hao, hai xué gud Hanyu.
BUE TP SCOCAHR Y, b2l ik

now your Chinese is very good and you learned Korean.

1195
Na dang ni zai gén... bird shud gén ni jiarén goutdong de shihou,
WS BARAEER. .. HE A SRR SN Y 3 I sk

So, when you, for example, are talking with your (English) family,

1196
huibuhui chdxian y1izhdng gingkuang jiushi hdran jian
DA I MG L BARIA]

will a situation arise in which all of a sudden,

1197

bu zhidao zénmeyang qu shud zhége Yingwén danci le?
AFNEE AL VXA ST 12

you don’t know how to say something in English
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1198
Yinweéi ni tai xiguan jiang Zhongweén le
PR PRAR S5 30 T

because you’re too used to speaking Chinese?

1199
W du'ér you zhéyang de qingkuang,
HABR KRB X FERE L

It happens occasionally,

1200
tebié shi you y1 gé fuza yidian de Yingwén danci,
Rl e — N 28— SRS R

especially with some more complicated English words.

1201
ragud wo shi you liang san zhou méi zénme jiang Yingwen,
WRBARAF =SB E AT,

If I haven’t been speaking English for two, three weeks,

1202

kénéng hui taran faxian you y1 gé zi xiang bu qilai,
RS RIRK A — DT REAER,

| might find that there is a word that | cannot think of
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1203
kénéng yao hua ji fenzhong cai hui xiangqi.
AREEAE Ly i A4 AR

and it might take me a few minutes to recall.

1204
DiyT xiangqilai de shi Zhongwén zi ma?
55— ARG R I 2 oy ?

Is it Chinese words that will first occur in your mind?

1205
Youshihou shi zhéyang de, zhége jiushi y1 ge lao xiguan ba.
A IR X AR, XA — D .

Sometimes, that’s the case and this is an old habit.

1206
Zai y1 kaitou de shihou,
FE— TIPSR B,

At the beginning of our video,

1207

wd ydu jidng ni huddé le Zhonggud de Iiika,

WA RS TP ERSFR,

| said that you have obtained the Chinese version of the green card
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1208
haiydéu Zhongguo de jiazhao,
A E ) I,

and a Chinese driver’s license.

1209
na xianzai wémen jiti lai lido yT lido, daodi shénme shi Zhonggué 1(ik&?
IRIAE AT RN — I, B2 2P E &R R?

Now, let’s talk about, what really is a Chinese green card?

1210
Zhdnggué liika gishi bu jiao Zhongguo 1lka,
o E 2R HSE A E 2R

Actually, it is not called the Chinese green card.

1211
shi jiao waiguoérén yongijiu jalid shénfénzheng.
e I Ah KA JE B B E .

It is called the “Foreign Permanent Resident ID Card”.

1212
Yigian xiang gé liika ylyang de,
PARTE N4 —FER,

In the past, it was kind of like a green card.
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1213

haoxiang jiushi er ling yT gi nian zhigian,

U4 51 201 74E 22 A,
Before 2017,
1214

tamen fa de jiushi ydudian xiang yT zhang Iiik& yiyang de.
ATt A AR — Tk e R — R

what they gave out was a little like a green card.

1215
Danshi bu xiang dangdi rén de shénfénzhéng,
H R AME N ) S,

Unlike Chinese people’s ID,

1216
jiushi chule y1 zhang ka zhiwai, jiushi méiydu shénme zudyong.
SRR T —ik RZAh, At 2EH.

it was just a card and didn’t have any use.

1217
Danshi cong ér ling y1 g1 nian kaishi zhége jiu gaibian le.
{HA2E M2017F AR IX A e AE T

But since 2017, this has changed.
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1218
Tamen jiu kaishi géi waiguorén fa shénfenzhéng,
HeATTHET a6 25 A BN R 5 A3 IE

They started giving out ID to foreigners

1219
[imian jiushuo qgianru le y1 gé jiushuo ké du de xinpian,
BN T — AT S A,

in which they put in an (electronic) chip.

1220
kénéng qgian y1 liang nian qishi wo yé meéi ganjuédao you hén da de yongchu,
AR AT — P AE L St e B 1R R AL

In the first one or two years, | actually didn’t feel that it was very useful

1221
yinweéi wo qu hén dud zhéngfu de jigdou a hudzhé qita de difang,
R AP AR 2 BURT B LR T B35 LAt i 3t 7

because when | went to government offices or other places,

1222

bird shud wd qu tongxunshe jiushud qu Zhongguo Liantong shénmede,
EE a5 225 30 TR 5 U 25 o R BT A4 1,

such as, going to China Unicom
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1223
w0 yao ban yéwu
W55

for some services

1224
huozhé wd yao ruzhu yT jia jiudian,
B ENAE — s,

or checking into a hotel,

1225
tamen shua wod de ka de shihou,
AT TR R ) i

they tried to use my foreigner ID card,

1226
tamen de xitdng dou méiydu gengxin,
T ATTHY R G SE T

but because the system was not updated,

1227
haishi yao ping wd yigian de huzhao,
i e BRI LART A4

| still needed to use my passport.
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1228
sudyi wo yigian wéi zhége shiging yé hén téuténg.
It AFR LA 93X > F A AR Shok

So, this used to give me headaches (problems).

1229
Zui touténg de haishi hudchépiao. | Shi
BORKWIE R KR, | £

The worst problem was getting a train ticket. | Right.

1230
YTnwei jiushuo yigian ydéu hén dud chéngxu a, “qu nar wang”
KU ARG A AR 2 R T, 250 J LY

In the past, many apps, such as “Qunar”

1231
haiyou jiushud hudéchézhan de jiushud zidong qu piao ji
A A U K 2R B U E S ECEE AL

and the automatic ticket pick-up machines in the train stations

1232

tamen yé& méiydu géngxin
EATH A

were not updated,...
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1233
Sudyi ni huzhao you bunéng qu,
It ELRP HEE AN RE

You couldn’t get it with your (resident ID card) or passport,

1234
zhinéng qu réngdng chuangkdu.
REEEZANLEH.

so you had to go to the ticket window.

1235
Dui, jiushi yao paidui, méi yici paidui kénéng yao...
XF, RN, B BT R

Right. | had to line up and every time, the lines might take...

1236
youshihou yao pai y1 ge xiaoshi, dui hén man.
AR EHE— SN, BAVRTE

Sometimes, it would take an hour because the lines moved so slowly.

1237
érqié rugud méiyou hén tigian qu dehua,
[OREROE S =K (3 IS URET

Also, if you don’t go there in advance,
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1238
kénéng hui cudgud ni na y1 ban hudche, shi ma?
ARSI AR — B K2, 2N

you might miss your train, right?

1239
Jiushi a, sudyi you hén chang yi duan shijian
ST, Fr LA R — B Ta]

Exactly. So, for a long time,

1240
wo génbén bu gan mai hudchépiao le,
AR T,

| simply feared getting a train ticket,

1241
yinwei zhidao jiushud qu qu piao jiu hén téuténg.
PRI D 3 I 25 B AUAR SR

because | knew it would be a headache to pick up the ticket.

1242

Danshi zhége shiqging, wd jiushi jin yT lidng gé yue cai jigjué le.
ERRXAEN, HHer—mDH AR T .

But this has been solved in the recent one or two months.

mandarincorner.org



Englishman Gets His Chinese Green Card and More

1243
Qishi zhége shiqing yizhi zai shang
HELRXANFHE B L

Actually, regarding this matter, | had been going to platforms

1244
‘qu nar wang” naxié pingtai
“EIR LR &

like “Qu Nar” (an app for booking tickets),

1245
wo zai fanying, wo de waiguorén de shénfénzhéng yongbulidao, yongbulido!
WAE e, FESNE NS BIERA T, AT

and complained that | couldn’t use my foreigner ID card!

1246
Tamen jiushi gian jige xingqt gian jige yueé cai jiushud géi wo dafu le,
AT T LA BRI L A i e AR T,

A few weeks or a few months ago, they finally responded

1247

tamen jiu daying shud zhége shiqing yao géi wo chuli.
AT TAICE L XS AR 4 AL BE

and they promised that they were going to handle this.
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1248

Shi ni de shénfénzhéng meéiyou géngxin haishi tamen de xitdng méiyou
géengxin?

FEAR B BB IE B SR A AT R G0 T ?

Was it your ID or their system that was not being updated?

1249
Tamen de xitdbng meéiyou gengxin, jiu ren budao waiguorén
AT RSB R, BAARISNE A

It was their system that was not updated and it couldn’t recognize my foreigner
(ID card)

1250
yinwéi women waiguorén shénfénzhéng de shénfenzhéng hao buyiyang de,
RN BATTAME N S AR S AR UE 5 A —FE,

because the foreigners’ ID numbers were different

1251
gén dangdi de buyiyang de.
PREGHIHIA —FEH

than the Chinese’s.

1252

Yinwei jiushud Zhonggué de shénfénzhéng jiushi y1 da chuan shuzi,
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PR Al 5t o 1 B B e s & — K R

Chinese people’s ID only have a bunch of numbers,

1253
danshi Yingweén... women waiguorén de jiushud gian san wei jiushi zimu,
ERZEC... JATHME R =602 7 BF,

but for foreigners, the first three digits are English letters

1254
jiushi women gugjia de daihao.
FARFMNMERHAS.

which are their country codes.

1255
Xianzai zhége wenti jiu dédao jigjué le.
ILAEIX A 1) AR B O 1o

Now, this problem has been solved

1256
Xianzai wo kéyi yong wo de shénfénzhéng qu ding hudchépiao.
UAE AT U B S IE 29T K5

and | can use my (foreigner) ID card to book train tickets.

1257
Dui, wo qgian liang tian zud gaotié de shihou yéu zhuyi dao,
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XF, FRATPH R AR SR I A = #

Right. A couple of days ago when | was taking the high speed train, | noticed

1258
xianzai you yT gé tebié de tongdao,
BAER — M) B8 IE,

that there was a special (new) line.

1259
jiushi shangmian hui xi€ Zhongguo jumin
e LS EER

There was one for Chinese residents

1260
jiushi na shénfenzhéng de, ranhou Xianggang de
FRZES LR, R)EEHER

who have Chinese ID cards, and a different one for Hong Kong people

1261
haiydu jiushi waigudrén yongjit jaliu shénfénzhéng.
AT A AN E N KA JE B Bk

and for foreigners with Permanent Resident ID Cards.

1262
Ranhou ni jiu kéyi zhijieé shua shénfénzhéng jinqu le,
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SRIE VR AT LB R S A et 25 T,

You can just use your ID card to go in (to take the train)

1263
buydng qu piao le. | Dui ya
AHBEET o | X

without getting the actual paper ticket. | Right.

1264
Na zhé zhang zhéng haiydu qita de haochu ma?
X TRAURE A FAth ) 4 4 0 2

With this ID card, what other benefits do you have?

1265
Haiyodu jiushi chijing de shihou buydng tianbiao le.
A A B R R A IR T

When | leave the country, | don’t need to fill out a form anymore.

1266
Kénéng yigian yao tianxié y1 gé rujing biao,
AREAITEIHS — AR,

In the past, | needed to fill out a departure

1267
yT gé chijing biao, chijing ka nayang de y1 ge weénjian.
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—HEER, BRI — A S

and arrival card.

1268
Xianzai hén fangbian!
HAEAR T !

Now it's very convenient!

1269
Xianzai ni jiu zhijié chishi shénfénzhéng hé huzhao jiu kéyi tongguan le.
PUAE VR B H 7 B A uE AR HE gk o] DU G 1.

Now, you only need to show your ID card and your passport to pass.

1270
Na ta zhé zhang ka de youxiaoqr shi dugjiu?
REXKFHIAROEZ AL

So, how long is this card valid?

1271
Shi nian
+4F

Ten years.

1272
Dan qgishi wd zhége ydu waiguérén, waigud Ilika, waigudrén shénfénzhéng de
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EHSERIEXAMAAINEN, SAESR . SNE NS IER

But actually, my Foreigner ID card

1273
jiushud zhége zigé shi zhdongshén de, shi yongjiu de.
U DRI RET ], FEKAR

is permanent. (It just needs to be renewed every ten years.)

1274
Huoddé zhe y1 zhang ka, ta xdyao manzu naxié tiaojian?
PAFIX—5KR, 8T B R S A ?

In order to get this card, what requirements do you need to meet?

1275
Na dao zheé zhang ka de waigudrén bingbu dud,
FRXKRHINENIEAZ,

There aren’t many foreigners that have gotten this card,

1276
kénéng hai diyu yT wan ming
AREEIRT— 144

perhaps less than 10,000.

1277
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Sudydu jia qilai, shi ma? Quangud fanwéi néi?
PNk, &2 4 EEE N2

That’s the total number nationwide?

1278
Dui ya, danshi giguai de shi tamen de yaoqiu yé bushi tébié de gao.
XS, AHZ A PR EATTH ZER AN A 0 B &

Right. But what’s interesting is that the requirements aren’t that high.

1279
WS ziji de gingkuang wo shi pingjié gén dangdi de jiushud niihaizi
HH DTS DL A IR =3t 1l il 4% 1

For myself, by being married with a local Chinese woman,

1280
jiushuo jiéhun zhége zigé qu shenqing de.
GINVECY S be et ig (NI TR

| was eligible to apply for it.

1281
Jibén de yaoqiu jiushi ni jiehtn le wu nian yishang,
SEAR B E SRR RG0S T HAEUL L,

The basic requirements are, you have to be married for over five years

1282
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ranhou ni lianxu zai Zhongguo zhu le wa nian,
SRIE R SEAE TP AT T FUAE,

and you need to stay in China for five years consecutively.

1283
zhé wui nian de m&iyT nian budé diya jit gé yue.
X AFE R FEAEET UM H

For each year of the five years, you need to be (in China) for at least 9 months.

1284
YTinwéi zhége weénti kénéng you hén dud waiguodrén
PRI 3 A 1) AT B AR 22 A LN

Perhaps this is a requirement that many foreigners

1285
kénéng dabudao zhége yaoqiu. | Yinwei tamen xiangyao chaqu?
ATREE AR ER . | BOAMATARE H %2

cannot meet. | Because they want to go out?

1286
Biru shud tamen huigud dai gé jiushud san, si ge yue
bean i AT B E A i = YA H

For example, they want to go back to their country for 3 or 4 months.

1287
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jiu méibanfa le
R INE T

Then, it won’t work.

1288
jiushud ni zhé wu nian yao congtéu suan qi.
FURIX TLAE MR

You will have to start your five years again from scratch.

1289
Chule zhéxie yaoqiu zhiwai,
Fi 7 IXLLEIR 2 Ab,

Besides these,

1290
ni hai xdyao tigong y1 fén jianli, haiydu mianshi.
PREEZ IR T, AT

you also need to provide a resume and get interviewed.

1291
Haiydu y1 ge qiguai de yaoqiu,
A — AP R,

There is also another requirement which is a little strange

1292

mandarincorner.org



Englishman Gets His Chinese Green Card and More
jiushi ni yao dongjié jiu shud shi wan yuan, yao dongjié bannian.
FRANREGR AU I 0, BIREE A

and that is, you need to keep 100,000 yuan in your account for six months.

1293
Weishénme? | W6 bu zhidao.
FfE4? | FAENIE.

Why? | | don’t know.

1294
Ranhou zhége zhéngjian ban le zhihou ni hai yao qu gongzhéng.
SNIGIZEAEAF 7P T Z JE ARG % Ak

Also, when you get this card, you will need to get it notarized.

1295
Sudyi haishi ydudian mafan de.
T LAIE AT R RRABLI o

So, it’s still a little troublesome

1296
Kénéng yduxié gebié de jiushud wénjian ydudian fansud.
AR LE ) RSSO R B

because some paper work is a little complicated.

1297
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Ranhou tamen hai yaoqiu ni ban y1 gé
SR AT TR EER AR I — A

They will also request that you provide a

1298
Ziji gudjia de y1 gé wu fanzui zhéngming,
H CE XK — T IU R,

criminal record certificate to prove that you've never committed a crime in your
country,

1299
ranhou hai yao qu gongzhéng,
R IEE L NIE,

and you need to get it notarized too.

1300
ranhou haiyou dai qu Zhonggudé dashiguan qu renzhéng nayang de.
IR G A e 25 T B R 2 AR IR A

Later, you need to take it to the Chinese Embassy to get it notarized.

1301
Sudyi kénéng... tebié shi cunkuan
FrCARTBE. .. HRFAEA7 K

So, especially (the requirements) of saving (100,000 yuan)
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1302
haiydu wu fanzui zhéngming,
A TCALFRIERT,

and the criminal record certificate

1303
zhé liang gé yaoqiu you yidiandian de fansuo,
KPR — i BB,

might be a little complicated

1304
bijiao huashijian.
Bz AT

and time-consuming

1305
YTnweéi ni yao qu gégeé difang qu pao.
PR VREE 22 A 5 253

because you will need to go to difference places to do it.

1306
Dui a, danshi chule zhéxié yaoqiu zhiwai,
XU, AH SRR T IX e ERZ 4,

Yeah. But apart from these requirements,
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1307
gishi wo juéde méiydushénme tebié nan de.
FSLIRAEAF A2 K AR o

everything else, | felt wasn’t that difficult.

1308
Ni juéde weishénme dajia shud zhéme nan ne?
PB4 KR IR 4 T 2

Why do you think that everyone says it’s difficult (to get the card)?

1309
YTinwéi ni ganggang yé you jiang le,
A TRMINI A 3 T

You just said it yourself that

1310
xianzai na dao zhé zhang ka de waiguorén diyu y1 wanrén. | Dui ya
IAEZE R FKRINE NS T — TN | XFeF

only less than 10,000 foreigners have this card. | Right.

1311
Ranhou houmian ni you shud qishi yé méiydu name nan,
SR G Ja TR S e S I 4 4k

Later, you then said it was actually not that hard.
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1312
ni juéde weishénme dajia renwéi zhéme nan ne?
PRBEAF A RN IR 2T ?

Why do people think that it is so difficult?

1313
Hén duo waigudrén dou zhéme shuo.
RZ A E AN FRIX 4 U .

Many foreigners have said this.

1314
Qishi zhége weénti wo yé shudbuzhan,
LA ) A AN

Actually, regarding this question, it's hard to say for sure.

1315
kénéng jiushi xiang wo zhéyang de waiguorén buyiding name dud.
ARt R B IRIZFERSNEAA—EIAZ

Perhaps, because there aren’t many foreigners that are in my situation.

1316
Qishi haiydu y1 liang gé qita de yaoqiu,
HSEie Ay — A HAR I ZK,

Actually, there is one or two other requirements.
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tamen yé yaokan ni shibushi you...

AT EE R AR ..

They (the government) will also check whether you have...

ni de tiaojian zénmeyang a

TRV B AR

how you are doing financially.

bird shud ni canjiad mianshi zhigian

bR /R 2 I k2

For example, before you attend the interview,

ni yao jiushud zhéngming kénnéng ydu ziji de fangzi ba.

PRE M T REA B S5 T IE.

you need to show that you have your own house (an apartment).

Yao ybu fangzi, shi ma?

BT, 2

You need to have a house?
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1322
Bushi y1 gé ying yaoqiu, danshi ragud méiyou dehua,
AR —MEER, AH R AR A W,

It's not a strict requirement, but if you don’t have it,

1323
tamen kénéng juéde ni zai Zhonggud bugou wénding nayang de,
AT AT B o8 A3 VR AE B AN RS E TS RERY

they might feel that you’re not stable in China

1324
buyiding hui bangéi ni de.
AN TE S ILE VR o

and they might not give you the card.

1325
Waiguorén kéyi zai Zhonggud mai fangzi ma?
AME AT RALE b [ 3K 5 -1 ?

Can foreigners buy a house in China?

1326
Haoxiang buxing, danshi rugud qizi ydu...
FEALT, HRMRFETA..

It seems that we can’t. But if your wife...
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1327
pei'du you dehua zhége yé suan.
BE A xS 5

If your spouse has it, it will also count.

1328
Sudyi nimen zai Chdéngging you mai y1 tao fangzi, shi ba? | You
U E R R K — 8T, 22 | A

So, you guys bought a house in Chongqing, right? | Yes.

1329
Nimen hén zao jiu mai le ba?
PRATAR Bl 7 g ?

You bought it a long time ago, right?

1330
Qian jinian ba, danshi quanbu zai wd de gizi de mingyi xia.
B JLAENE, fH 2RI ZE T4 T

A few years ago. But it's under my wife’'s name.

1331
Chéngqing zhébian de fangjia huibuhui hén gao?
HIRRXLH AR

Is the housing price high in Chongging,
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1332
Xiangbi zai Yingguo dehua
FH ECAE S [H 1l

compared to England?

1333
Zai manman de génshang,
AR R

It's slowly catching up.

1334
zui kaishi zai Zhonggué de shihou,
BRI URAE [ I ik

At the beginning when | was in China,

1335
jiushud Chéngqing de fangijia tebié pianyi,
S U 2 PR R 5 e ) (58 B

the housing price was very low in Chongqing.

1336
jiu shuod ling san, ling si nian chabudud
FMUt03. 04FEAL

In 2003, 2004, it was about
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1337
jiu zai liang san gian kuai, jiushi y1 gé pingfangmi
FUEM =T8¢, wg—AFJk

two to three thousand yuan per square meter

1338
zhége yé suanshi naxié bijiao zhongxin de diduan ba.
TX A B2 TG L 5 o () B B T

and this was in the center of the city.

1339
Danshi jin liang san nian jiushud yé ganjuédao jiushud jiu...
(BT P = B0t el k.

However, in the recent two or three years, | feel that...

1340
Fangjia zai wang shang zhang? | Zhang le hén dud
FOEAE BiK? | Bk TIRZ

The housing price is going up? | It went up a lot.

1341
Haoxiang xianzai de pingjun jiagé chabudud
UG A P I I As EA %

| think that the average price now
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1342
jiushi méi pingmi kénéng ji€jin liang wan yuan zudyou.
R o NN 75 UL AP W 8

is close to 20,000 yuan per square meter.

1343
Na nimen hén zao mai de jiu hén xingyun.
FRARAT AR SE AR 21

You guys were lucky for buying one so early!

1344
Dui, kénéng mai de shihou cai ba jit gian zudyou ba.
XF, AIRESK IR A )\ LT 22

Yes. Probably it was 8000 to 9000 yuan per square meter when | bought it.

1345
Ni ganggang you jiangdao zai shénqging zhé zhang ka de shihou
AR TP P 2L FH I K R A e

You mentioned that to apply for this card,

1346
shi xtlyao mianshi de,
J2 e ST Y,

you needed to be interviewed.
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1347
mianshi shi yong Zhongwén jinxing de ma?
T2 A AT R ?

Was the interview conducted in Chinese?

1348
Zhége kéyi xuanze.
XA AR FE .

This is optional.

1349
Rugud buhui Zhongweén de,
WRA S HLH,

If you don’t know Chinese,

1350
jiushud yiban tamen qidai de jiushi ni gen tamen shud Yingwen.
SCUE— AR AT AR R R AR R ARAT T3 2 5

generally, they will expect you to speak English with them.

1351
Sudyi bu yaoqiu ni hui Zhongwén?
BT LA SR AR 23 1 302

So, they don’t require that you know Chinese?
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1352
Dui, méiydu... bu cunzai zhéyang de yaoqiu.
X, WA ... AMAAERFERZK

Yes. Such requirement doesn’t exist.

1353
Ranhou wo you lingwai y1 gé Yinggud haoyou
NG A T — AR E 4 K

| have another British friend

1354
ta zai Zhonggud Chéngqing yé zhu le hén dud nian,
fin e Hp [H AT TR 24,

who has been in Chongging for many years

1355
danshi ta buhui Zhongweén de.
B R A AT

and he cannot speak Chinese.

1356
Ta canjia mianshi de shihou shud de quan shi Yingwén.
i 2 o kB ISP B ) 4 A2 95

When he was interviewed, he only spoke English.
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1357
Ta na dao le ma? | Ta na dao le.
fhs e | AR T

Did he get it? | Yes.

1358
Danshi ta shénqing de zigé ydudian gén wo buyiyang de
(B At H R B BEAR A ER A —FE Y

But his eligibility was different from mine.

1359
yinwei ta shi zhézhdng tdnggud nage gongzud xingzhi,
PR g A T A o AN AR

He applied for it through the nature of his work

1360
yinwéi ta bénlai jiishi kéxuéjia ba,
PR R th A e 5t A2 o) 2 R,

because he was a scientist

1361
yinweéi ta shi y1 ge jiushud boshi nayang de.
PRI Ayt A& — A i 8 AR

and a PHD.
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1362
Mianshi de shihou tamen yiban dol hui wen shénmeyang de wénti?
T PR P AT ] — A 2 TRl A 0 AR 1 ) i 2

What kind of questions do they usually ask?

1363
Qishi tamen wen de jiushi hén putdong de weénti ya.
FLSARATT I 0 Al AR A ) 7] A

Actually, the questions they asked were very ordinary.

1364
Jiushi jiao le wo ziwdjieshao yixia a,
e 73 E A,

They just asked me to introduce myself

1365
wo weishénme yao shénqing 10ka?
W A ERIESRR?

and asked me, why | wanted to apply for the green card.

1366
W0 jiu gén tamen shud, wo jiushi juéde guang ping gianzhéng dehua,
TR ERARA TG, FREU B A6 FE IR )T,

| just told them that only having a visa,
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1367

haishi juéde zai zhéli changqt jaliu de nazhdng zigé meéiydu baozhang nayang
de,

I GEAFAE X BT B SR B A AT ORBEALFE I,

| felt that there was no guarantee to my long-term residence

1368
sudyi na dao liika
BT AZ 2 4EF

and so, if | got the green card,

1369
wo juéde hui hén fangxin zai zhébian zhu hén dud nian.
R AF IR R ILAEMR 24

| would feel more reassured to live here for many years.

1370
Danshi gita mingan de shi, tamen dou méiydu weén a
B2 HARBBURC ) 5, A AT T A T bl

But they didn’t ask any sensitive questions,

1371
tamen méiydu wen ziji ydu shénme jiushud zhéngzhi yijian shénmede,
HATIEA 17 B SR A2 S EOE = A A/,

such as, my political view and so on.
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1372
dou méiyou tidao.
HEA FH

There was no mention of it.

1373
Sudyi zhége mianshi haishi xiangdui laishuo bijido jiandan de.
JIT LA A T S A R R 156 A5 1 B )

So, this interview was relatively simple.

1374
Dui ya, shi ting jiandan de, yé ting qingsong de.
XFF, EPER R, AR

Right. It was simple and relaxed.

1375
Ranhou jiushud wo zai chi ru jing nabian jiushud mianshi wo de
SR G A U R AE NS 50 e T R Y

When | was getting the interview in the immigration office,

1376

jiushud lidang gé jingguan tamen jiushi chuan le bianfu nayang de,
SICUE P B AT 2 AR IR RE

the two officers (who interviewed me) were just wearing casual clothing
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1377
ranhou jiushud yé hén yéuhao a
SR B U AR AT B

and they were very friendly.

1378
fanzhéng meéiyou rang wo gandao shi y1 gé hén...
SIS SRR = — MR

In any case, it didn’t make me feel

1379
jiushud yanke de y1 gé kaoyan shénmede
FCUL A B B AT AR

that it was a tough test.

1380
Na dao zhe zhang ka de rén quéshi hén shao,
F KK NFAEIR D,

There really isn’t many that have gotten this card,

1381
dang ni na dao le zhé zhang zhéng de shihou,
BIRE R [ X TKAEHI A%,

when you got it,
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1382
ni de xinging shi shénmeyang de?
TREJ G RAT AR ?

how did you feel?

1383
Hén kaixin!
TR FL !

Very happy!

1384
Tebié shi jiushud na dao zhé zhang ka de rén yé name shao
5 ) 2 AR 1 2 B 5K R I 4 /D

Especially because very few people have gotten this card.

1385
Juéde ziji hén tébié a?
AT B CARKR I ?

You felt special?

1386
You yidian,
AR

A little.

mandarincorner.org



Englishman Gets His Chinese Green Card and More

1387
danshi wo yé bu jingchang jiushud xiu géi rén kan shénmede
HERBAZE UG NEH AW

But | don’t often show it off.

1388
Kaixin de yuanyin jiushi ziji kéyi shao hén dud mafan,
THO R R 2 5 CA] BAMR 22 BRI

| am happy because | will have less hassle,

1389
jiushud shénghud yao fangbian hén dud,
AT E TR,

my life will be more convenient

1390
wo changqi zhebian jiushud géng you baozhang.
FRA IR AL A 1 B A PR P

and living here long-term will be more guaranteed.

1391

Xiamian wdmen lai shud y1 shud ni na dao de jiazhao ba.
AR TR EE B T

Now, let’s talk about the driver’s license you’ve got.
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1392
Zhége jiazhao nan na ma?
XA 2 g 2

Is it hard to get the driver’s license?

1393
Duiwdlaishuo bushi hén nan,
X RULA TR AR A,

For me, it wasn’t hard

1394
yinwei wo bénlai ydu yT gé Yingguo de jiashizhizhao,
PR RARA — AT 1) 2 B,

because | already had an English driver’s license.

1395
zheli de guiding jiushi ni rugud chiydu gudéwai de jiazhao,
IX HL AR E A VR an SRR AT AR A

The rule here is that if you have a foreign driver’s license,

1396
ni kéyi mian qu zai zhébian kao lu kao.
PRAT A BAEIXILHE 5

you can be exempted from the road test.
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1397
Shi ma? | Dui a
B2 | X

Really? | Yes.

1398
Na kao jiazhao de shihou yidingyao hui Zhongwén ma?
R 25 IR — g B xS 2

Do you have to be able to speak Chinese when taking the test?

1399
Meiyou zhege yaoqiu.
BARXNER,

There is no such requirement.

1400
Zhuyao de nanguan jiushi wén kao.
T BRI A S

The most difficult part is the written test.

1401

Jiushi ni yao qu kénéng dangdi de ché guan sud,

R E LT RE M) BT

You will need to go your local vehicle administrative office
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1402
ranhou jiushud yao canjia y1 gé diannao de kaoshi.
SRJE U S I — > B 25l

to take the written test on a computer.

1403
Tamen ti ku haoxiang ydu yT gian wa bai dao ti zudyou ba
AT BB — T T A T R A R

In their question database, there are roughly 1500 questions.

1404
Dou shi Zhongwén?
P ?

All in Chinese?

1405
Qishi you hén dud yuyan de.
HSEHRZET M.

Actually, they are in many languages.

1406
Fanzhéng ni shénqing canjia wén kao de shihou,
BAEARHAE SN B fig

When you apply for the written test,
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1407
ni kéyi ticht zhéyang de yaoqiu.
PRAT BAR HY XA (1 25K

you can make a request for (which language).

1408
W& you hén dud péngyou canjia le,
WRHMREMASI T,

| have many friends that have taken the test

1409
ta shi guo le jiushud Yingwén ban de.
(LPES N i gL

and they did it in English.

1410
Danshi tamen dou géi wo fanying, jiushud you hén dud wenti
R R ABA TR TR, W U0 1R 2 )

But they all told me that there were many problems (in the translations).

1411

jiu shuo yi de bushi hén daowéi ba.

U PRI AN AR B AL

They were not translated very accurately.
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1412
Danshi wo ziji kao weén kao de shihou,
B E 275 3% I X,

However, when | took my written test,

1413
kénéng wéile tiaozhan ziji, haishi xuan le kao Zhongweén.
AREN Tk E O, BRI T HE L.

in order to challenge myself, | chose to do it in Chinese.

1414
Nan ma?
SN, 2

Was it hard?

1415
Ruagud ni nénggou shunli de kanddng Zhongweén jiu bushi tébié nan.
A SRA7R B 8 TR 30 75 156 P SCRIAN FE 45 0 X

If you can understand Chinese without any problem, it’s not that hard.

1416
W6 diyici canjia wén kao de shihou,
P — RSN B i

In my first written test,
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1417
wo yidian zhunbéi dou méiydu zuo,
P RHER B

because | didn’t do any preparation

1418
wo jiu zhijie qu kao le Zhongweén ban,
WA E LT 7O,

and | just went directly,

1419
kao cha de jiushi qishi ba fen.
FHHRET877 .

| got a grade of 78 points.

1420
Suanshi jigé ba?
BRI P A ?

Was that considered a passing grade?

1421
Jit shi fén
Lt

90 points (was required).
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1422
Jiushuo yigong you yT bai dao ti,
il —IH — HiEH,

For a total of 100 questions,

1423
danshi zhé y1 bai ti dangzhong, ni yao dadui jiishi dao.
HEX—H@ELY, REZEXILHIE.

you need to get 90 of them right.

1424
Sudyi ni méi gud?
BT LAPRBEL ?

So, you didn’t pass?

1425
Diyici méi guo.
LI/l SUR

| didn’t the first time.

1426

Danshi wo shixian méiydu zud renhé de zhunbéi ba,
(B2 IS 1A AT AT B e & e,

But | didn’t do any preparation in advance
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1427
dabufen de ti jiushi kao changshi nayang de ba.
R B e gl A 5 VRO R

and | answered most of the questions based on common knowledge.

1428
Bird shuo ni zai banmaxian shénmede,
Eb an R AE B 5 2R A4 1

For example, if you're (approaching) a cross walk,

1429
yourén zai guo lu, ni gai zué shénme?
AN, IRZMAT A2

and somebody wants to cross on it, what should you do?

1430
O, na hén jiandan!
H,  ARBIR & R !

Oh, that’s so simple!

1431
Dui ya, ni yao xianggian chong a, ba tamen ya si ma?
XSF, VREE T, AT AL ?

Right. Do you drive forward and squash them to death?
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1432
Yao buyao kai chuang, ma tamen yi1 dun a, jiao tamen kuaidian?
BEANEITE, B ARAT— W, Ay AR A2

Do you open your window, curse them and tell them to walk faster?

1433
Ydu zheéyang de xuanxiang ma?
A X FE I T ?

Do they give options like these?

1434
W0 shud de shaowéi kuazhang yidian de,
VAR S K — w1,

| am exaggerating,

1435
jiushi haishi ydudian xiang nayang de.
R IE A RAGTBRET -

but it was a little like that.

1436

Ranhou di san hudzhé di si xiang jiushi ni yao naixin déngdai,

SR 5 o = B B8 DY T A2 R 00 A5 A5

And the third or the fourth option might be, wait for them patiently
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1437
ranhou tamen guo wan le...
SNEAATIE 5 T

and after they pass...

1438
Na kénding shi naixin déngdai a!
TR 5E S M LS54 |

Then, definitely you need to wait patiently!

1439
Dabufen de ti xing jiushi zhéyang de.
KR53 A Bl XA

Most questions were like these.

1440
Na hai ting jiandan de!
JUR I HHE i £ )

That’s pretty simple!

1441

Danshi wo diyici shibai zhihou,
ERIH IR )G,

After | failed the first time,
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1442
jiushuo wo shang le y1 gé Zhongwén de wangzhan, jiu jiao yidian tong,
AEE T AN R, gy e,

| went on a Chinese website called “yi dian tong”

1443
fanzhéng tamen gén ché guan sud de ti ku
BEABATTER 2258 P i) 8t

and the questions there were

1444
shi yimuylyang de, sudyi ni de jiushuo...
e B —FERY, B DAREOEU. .

exactly the same as you get from the vehicle administrative office. So, your...

1445
Tigian fuxi yixia?
AR ] —R?

You reviewed the questions beforehand?

1446
Dui a, jiushi ni yao chongfu de zai wangshang kao,
b L P 2 = L = e

Right. So, you should repeatedly take the online test
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1447
ranhou jiushi ni yidan néng méi yici...
SRR REAR— HLRERE—IX...

and once you can....

1448
wo jibénshang méi yici dou néng dadao jiishi fen yishang de shihou,
WEAR B — IRHSREIL 21904y LA _E [ IsHex,

once you can reach 90 points every time,

1449
ni zai qu kao.
R,

then you go take the actual test.

1450
Haoxiang wo di'erci qu kao wén kao de shihou,
TR 3RS IR 75 305 (I i,

| think that the second time | went for my written test,

1451

jiu kao cha le jiushi er fen.
e s ) Py s

| got 92 points.
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1452
Bucuo bucud! Na suan kao guo le.
AR REHEL T .

Very good! You past!

1453
Zhége na dao le zhihou,
XANER T2 )5,

After getting it,

1454
ni yao zuo yici jiandan de tijian,
PRl — 7 B AR A

you will need to have a simple health test,

1455
ranhou ba ni de ziliao jiushud jiaogéi ché guan suo,
SNIE AR BRI AL 28 TR T

and hand over your information to the vehicle administrative office.

1456

tamen jiu géi ni ban zhéng le.
HATTERZE AR IMIE T o

Then, they will start processing your license.
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1457
Zai Zhongguo yixié lu pai yinggai dou shi Zhongwén ba? | Dui a
FE [ — LB RN A e S | X

In China, the signs are all in Chinese, right? | Yes.

1458
Na rugud shud y1 gé buhui Zhongwén de waigudrén qu kaiché dehua,
IR — DA SCHIAMNE N LI ERIE,

So, if a foreigner doesn’t know Chinese and he/she is driving,

1459
ta zénme kan de dong Iu pai? Yinggai you kunnan ba?
i E LB ? SNZAT PR ?

how can he/she understand the signs? It must be difficult, right?

1460
You yidian
AR

Alittle.

1461

Danshi wo juéde yé bushi tebié de zhdngyao.
(BRI AT AN R ol i B2

But | don'’t think that it’'s that important.
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1462

W4 juéde zui zhongyao de shi ni zhidao zénme zdu,

| feel the most important thing is that you know how to drive.

1463
bird shuo you yi tido shixian ni yidingyao jiushud liayi,
FE I A — Sk SR 2R AR — & B Ul B

For example, if there is a solid line, you need to pay attention

1464
buyao yuegud nayang de,
AN B SFERY

and not cross it.

1465
yaoburan haishi yao koufén, jiushud fakuan nayang de
TEAIRIESEEAN 73, BRI Y

Otherwise, your (driver’s license) points will be deducted and you will get a
fine.

1466
Ni you béi kdu gud fén ma?

R gEnd s ?
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Have your points been deducted?

1467
Dui a, zhe jige yué haishi kou le jiu fen.
XPW, X LA HiE 4 1 s

Yes. In recent months, | lost 9 points.

1468
Na kuai méi le!
TR 1!

They’re almost all gone! (Total points are 12)

1469
Xinghao jiushi wo de qizi bu kaiché, sudyi kou de shi ta de.
SRR ZET AL, BTN 2 ) .

Luckily, my wife doesn’t drive and so, | could use hers.

1470
Ni juéde Zhongguorén de kaiché xiguan
PRBEAT A BN BT 25 2T 15

Are there any driving habits

1471
gén Yinggudrén de kaiché xiguan ydéu méiydu shénme buténg?

PRIEE N HIIF 4 A A A AR ?

mandarincorner.org



Englishman Gets His Chinese Green Card and More

that are different between Chinese and English drivers?

1472
Ganjué Yingguo nabian de kénéng shaowéi geng dongde lirang ba.
o R ] IR F) AT REAH i 1 A AL LR L

| feel that drivers in England might be more courteous.

1473
Qishi wo juéde Chongqing zhu chéng limian
FLS2 30 45 B PR Ik L T

Actually, | feel that in the city of Chongqing

1474
kénéng rén de jiashi xiguan shi kéyi de,
RE N H 725 35 > 52 AT LARY

people’s driving habits are okay

1475
haishi bijiao guifan ba
2 LRI e

and more up to standards.

1476
Danshi juéde liyi fangmian de haishi you yidiandian de gianqué.
(B A AL AT T 1382 — R R R R
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But in the area of courtesy, they lack a little bit.

1477
Bird shud ni yao bian dao
LG i pR AR T

For example, if you're trying to move into a new lane

1478
jiushi pangbian jiushudé méiydu zugou de kongjian,
U S5 LR ULBCH R A,

and you don’t have enough space on either side,

1479
tamen kénding buhui rang.
AT H ALk

they definitely won't let you in.

1480
Kénéng tamen yao xianggian chong,
A B A ATTE A Ao

They might rush forward

1481
jiushi bu rang ni bian dao nayang de.
R A UEARAZTE AL o
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and not let you move into the new lane.

1482
Na ni yé xuehui le zhé yidian ma?
RIREEES T m 5 ?

Have you also adopted this (habit)?

1483
Dui ya! Zhége yingdui de fangshi jiushi
X L IZAS RN ) 7 2R

Yes. But the way | deal with this situation is that

1484
wo yidan jiushud wod da le nage fangxiang déng,
e — Biud AT 7 AT HIAT

once | turn on my directional signal,

1485
WO jiu... wo buzai déng.
HH... AHE.

| won’t wait anymore.

1486
Danshi rugud ni xiang qu xian dehua,
(B2 AR X B 1
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But if you're in a district or a county,

1487
naxié biru shud guédao shénmede, jiushi you hén dud huoché
ARLE Ll EIE A A1, iR AIRZ 1R

and you’re on national highways, there will be many trucks

1488
huozhé hén dud dangdi rén kénéng méiyou shang paizhao de yixie,
BUE IR 2 i N AT REIR A b IR ) — Lk,

or cars that do not have license plates

1489
jiushud jiashiyuan kénéng yao dud yidian.
U B AT REEE — R

and there might be more drivers like these.

1490
Sudyi yibanlaishud wo jiushi zai zht chéng limian kaiché
It DL — R 1t st e £ T 3 L T 4=

So, generally, | drive in the main city

1491
huozhé qu qu xian de shihou dou kai gaosugonglu,
B 25 DX EL I fige #OT v A B
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or if | go to a district or a county, | always take the highway

1492
nayang dehua jiu méiydbushénme wenti.
TREE R TR BB AT 4 T

which won’t be a problem.

1493
Jiushi shang gu6dao shénmede qu naxié xiao zhén,
e b ETE 4 12 R/ NME,

If you’re going to a small town on a national highway,

1494
kénéng yao shaowei luan yidiandian.
A BE B L —

it might get more messy.

1495
Zai wangshang ou'ér hui kandao yixié guanyu Zhongguorén
FEW EAR/RE B — Lo T E A

Occasionally, you see online that some Chinese

1496
hui huagian qu zhao biéren qu daikao jiazhao.
Ee R T B PNES e =11
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hired someone else to take their driver’s license test.

1497
Zhége ni you tingshud gudé ma?
RANRA W it i 2

Have you heard of this?

1498
Tingshuod guo le, haiydu qita de fangfa ya
Writad 1, A HoAh i 7 VAR

Yes, | have. There are also other ways.

1499
bird shud y& kéyi zhijié de huilu ni de kdoguan.
EU i A ] DL B U SR )25 o

For example, simply bribing your examiner.

1500
Xianzai kénéng ma?
HIAET] RENS ?

Is it possible now?

1501
Juéde xianzai yinggai méiydu zhéyang de shi,
WAFIAE L Z AT X
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| don’t think that this happens now.

1502
haishi ganjué jiushuod jinian gian...

But | feel that a few years ago, ...

1503
tebié shi jiaotong anquan nage fangmian de tamen guan de yuélaiyue yan,
R ol e A2 A 22 A TR T T B A AT DA A AR ™

Especially, now that the regulation of traffic security is getting more strict,

1504
sudyi wo xiangxin xianzai jiu bu cunzai zhéyang de shi le.
It ABRARAE BUAE B A AFAE XS T

| don’t believe that such things still exist.

1505
Zhéyang yé hao, géng anquan yidian! | Shi
IR, Hre—a! | 2

That’s good. It’s safer! | Yes.

1506
NI xianzai shi ydu ché de, dui ba? | Shi

ROERA TR, XIE? | =2
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You have a car, right? | Yes.

1507
Ni de ché shi Zhonggud paizi haishi jinkou de paizi?
PR B 2 F [ 73 2 E 1 AR 2

Is your car a Chinese brand or an oversea brand?

1508
Zénme shud ba? Shi waigud de paizi,
B ? ZAEPRET,

How should | say it? It's an oversea brand,

1509
danshi gongchang... zai Zhongguo zhizao de.
HERT) ... A EREER

but made in a Chinese factory.

1510
Yduxiérén kénéng hui juéde Zhongguo de paizi
A e N RE2 515 o O T

Some people might feel that Chinese brands

1511
jiushi ché de zhiliang k&néng bushi name hao.
Htie R E ] BEAE R A L

mandarincorner.org



Englishman Gets His Chinese Green Card and More

don’t make cars with good quality.

1512
Ni juéde zai Zhonggud kénéng mai de dao hao ché ma?
PR 476 v [ ] BE KA B 17 420 2

Do you think it's possible to get a good Chinese car?

1513
Mai de dao, wo yé juéde Zhongguo de pinpai
AT, AT o E S

Yes, it is. | feel that in the recent years, Chinese brands

1514
jiushud zhé jinian y& qudé le hén da de jinbu ba.
FAULIX SRS TR K BHEP IR,

have advanced a lot.

1515
W yé yduyixié jiushuo zai Chongging de waiguo péngyou,
A — el 15 £ 5 P ) AN E AR AL

| have some foreign friends in Chongging

1516
tamen kai de shi Zhonggudchan de che,

AT I = 0 4
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and they drive Chinese cars.

1517
tamen géi wo fanying de jiushi chézi de gongnéng shénmede
AT T8 3 S BB S 2 T B D REAT 4 1Y

They told me that the quality of the cars

1518
dou méiydushénme wenti.
HOBA 4 I

was no problem

1519
Ranhou gen waigud de pinpai buyiyang de,
SR G BR AN BB i A — R

and unlike foreign brands,

1520
tamen yé hui shihui hén dud.
EAHERERE.

Chinese cars are much cheaper.

1521
Xiang wo kai de wo juéde zhiliang yé shi hén hao,
BT BT E R IR LT
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The one | drive, | feel that the quality is very good,

1522
danshi fuchi de jiagé yé yao gao hén dud.
ERATH R SR Z

but | paid a higher price.

1523
Na ni juéde zai Zhongguo yongydu yi liang ché hén gui ma?
TRARBEAFAE T E A — A AR B 2

Is owning a car in China very expensive?

1524
Chule mai ché de qian,
B 17 SEEER,

Besides the money for the car,

1525
ni hai yao shang baoxian, haiydu you féi zhéxié
PRIGEE BRS04 I P IX L

you also need to pay for the insurance, gas and so on.

1526
queshi ting gui de, haiydu mai ziji de tingché wéi.
THSEHEST I, 3847 3K H CHF AL

mandarincorner.org



Englishman Gets His Chinese Green Card and More

It is quite expensive. You also need to buy a parking space.

1527
Rugud ni ba chézi dia zai lubian,
SRR 7 R AR BRI,

If you leave your car on the street,

1528
yé you hén dud jiaojing yao géi ni jiushuo
WAHIRZAZE LG IR i

the traffic police will

1529
tie nage wéifa tingché fadan nayang de.
I ARAN 3R 45 25 0 BRI AR Y

give you a ticket.

1530
Sudyi ni zai ni de... ni sudzai de xiaoqu
B AMRTEARI... ARBTAE/NX

So, in your community,

1531
ni hai yao qu gdumai jiushi y1 gé zhuanmeén de chéwéi ba
PRIE B E W St — A T TR AL
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you need to buy your own special parking space.

1532
xianzai yiban chéwéi dou yao hua shiwl wan yuan zudyou ba.
DA — A EAE+ T e e A

Generally, a parking space will cost you 150,000 yuan.

1533
Zhége mai xialai shi ydngyuan de ma?
XA ST R AR KT ) ?

Once you buy it, will you own it forever?

1534
Kénéng yé ydu nianxian de, danshi yé ydu hao ji shi nian ba.
ATRE A IR, HR WAL,

There might be a limit. But you will have it for at least (50) years.

1535
Zai Zhongguo jiaotong haishi bijiao bianli de,
AE [ A2 3850 U R

The public transportation in China is very convenient,

1536
bird shuo wdémen ydu gaotié, chéngshi limian you ditié,
e A T ek, ST HL A MR
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for example, we have high speed trains, subways in the cities,

1537
ranhou xianzai jiao d1 di yé féichang fangbian,
SR 5 BLAE LR g R AR T

and now calling Didi is also very convenient,

1538
ni juéde yodu biyao qu mai yT liang ché ma?
IRAAFAT Wb B2 K 4 ?

do you think it is really necessary to buy a car?

1539
Juéde shuyu wo zheyang qgingkuang de rén
WA I T RIX R OLHI N

| think that people in my situation

1540
haishi xiyao goumai yT liang ché.
I T L S 7

need to have a car.

1541
Suiran Choéngqing yijing kaitong le hao jige ditié xian,

HIREPR LI 14 LA R,
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Although in Chongqging, there are many subway lines,

1542
danshi ne bushi nazhdng sitongbada de shuiping.
B W AN A2 AR A VU T8 B 7K

they don’t go everywhere.

1543
Ranhou dangdi de gongjiaoché ydushihou wo yé bushi tebié de xihuan,
IRJE ) A A A I i B A AR A =X

And, | don'’t like the public buses here very much.

1544
bird shuo Chéngging de dongtian bijiao 1éng,
b 2 i B PR ) A& R LU

For example, in Chongqing, the winter is very cold,

1545
xiatian tébié de yanre, ydushihou you xiayu shénmede,
BRFs MR, AR R4 1),

the summer is very hot and sometimes, it rains,

1546
kénéng yao zai waimian jiushud déng zai giché zhandian yé bufangbian,
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] REEEAE AT U S5 RV R il i AN

it might not be convenient to wait for a bus outside.

1547
youshihou jiushud shang xia ban shijian jiishud chézi y& tebié de ji.
A I PR () 5 U0 2R - R B B

Sometimes, during the rush hours, the traffic is very heavy.

1548
Sudyi haishi juéde ziji you y1 liang ché chiixing
Pl f3 3 O — M4 AT

So, | still feel that owning a car is

1549
haishi juéde yao fangbian, yao shafu hén dud.
AT E I, EEFRIRZ

more convenient and comfortable to go out.

1550
NI hui tuijian waiguorén lai Chongqing shenghué ma?
PRAHERE AN E R R R A R 2

Would you recommend foreigners come to live in Chongqing?

1551

Kénding de! Juéde rugud ni xiang xué Zhongwén dehua,
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HER B3 A R AR AR S TR SO I,

Definitely! | feel that if you want to learn Chinese,

1552
gishi zai Chéngqing de waigudrén yé bushi tébié duo,
FLS2AE H R A N BA R 2

there aren’t that many foreigners in Chongqing.

1553
sutran I0keé shi bijiao dud,
BANIRE 2L %,

Though there are many foreign travelers,

1554
danshi changzhu zhébian de méiydu name dug,
HREAEXUREAI A%,

there aren’t many that live here,

1555
sudyi haiydu hén dud jiushud xué Zhongweén de jihui.
Fr CLIEA 1R 2 i 5 S22

so there are a lot of opportunities to learn Chinese.

1556

Ranhou Chongqing gén gita de chéngshi buyiyang de,
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SN e B PR ER A 030 T AN — R,

Also, Chongqing is different from other Chinese cities.

1557
jiushud Chéngqing yé tebié de méi,
S U R AR Y36

Chongqing is very beautiful

1558
jiushi you shan you shui. | Shanchéng
WA LAK. | L

because it has waters and mountains. | The mountain city!

1559
Jiushuo qu hén dud difang jiushud ydu tébié méi de jingse,
A1 2318 22 b 7 Ul A R ) 3 1 R £

You can go to many places here that have beautiful sceneries

1560
jiushud ni qu shanshang, jiushi ydu hén dué shanzhuang,
SR b, giRARZ LA,

and if you go up to the mountains, you will find many mountain villas.

1561
Chongqing xianzai yé shi y1 gé hén fanhua de hén xianjin de y1 gé chéngshi.
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HPRIAE 2 — MR ERRIR S BE ) — AN .

Also, Chongqing now is a very prosperous and advanced city.

1562
Sudyi ni hui juéde shénme dou you,
FT AR s A4 2 #F

So, you will feel that it has everything.

1563
zai ziji gugjia you de dongxi,
fEHCEZR AR,

Almost anything you might have in your country,

1564
ni hui faxian zheli shénme dou ydu chabudud.
R RMIX AT 2 HHEZAZ .

you will also find here.

1565
Jiu hén fangbian | Dui a
HURTTE | X

So, it's very convenient. | Right.

1566
Ni jiarén you méiydu lai gud Chdéngqing? | Lai gud le

mandarincorner.org



Englishman Gets His Chinese Green Card and More
WHRNEERAH RS ER? | kil T

Has your (English) family been here? | Yes.

1567
Tamen xithuan zhéli ma?
At AT = WX FEL 2

Did they like it?

1568
Xihuan, tebié shi wo de fuqin.
EM R R IALE.

Yes, especially my father.

1569
W6 fugin de xinggé hén xiang wo,
AR R MRS ARG IR,

My father’s personality is very much like mine

1570
hén xihuan qu jieshou xin de shiwu.
REIE LB FED

and we like to see new things.

1571
W6 qita de qingi suiran kénéng you yidiandian de shuittubufu,
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At 2R B R AR W] REA — R K £ AR,

My other relatives didn’t get accustomed to the environment here,

1572
danshi tamen dui Chéngqing de yinxiang tdngyang yé shi hén hao.
(B AAT 0 E PR A B G R A 2 AR B

but they all had good impressions of Chongqing.

1573
Na zuihou dehua néng bunéng jieshao yixia ni xianzai zud de shiqging?
555 (1 BEAN REA T 4 — T AURILAE ML ) 17 2

At last, can you introduce to us what you are doing now?

1574
Yinwéi wo zhidao ni you y1 gé boke wangzhan,
PR 3R ATEARAT — A 125

| know that you have a blog website,

1575
néng bunéng jiéshao yixia ni nage wangzhan?
REABEN 2 — T ARAEA M35 ?

can you introduce that a little bit?

1576
Kéyi, wo zai zhebian gongzuo le...
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AL, XL TAET ..

Yes. I've worked...

1577
jiushud shénghuo le gongzuo le hén dud nian,
AT T TR TIRZ 4,

I've lived and worked here for many years

1578
dui Chéngqing zhé zud chéngshi jiushud yé bijiao shénru de liaojié,
X6 B PR A i T 00 Ut B TSR N ) T i

and so, | have a deeper understanding of this city.

1579
Ziji yé hén aihao xiézuo,
H o WAR Z i 51T,

| also love writing.

1580
sudyi wo jiu ba zhéxié fangmian rénghé zaiyiqi,
It LA J I I 8 1 it 5 A2 — ik,

So, | combine these two things

1581
jiu kai le ziji de boke.
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FOT T H O .

and | opened a blog.

1582
Ni zhége boke zhiiyao jiushi xié
R E E RS

Your blogs are mainly

1583
guanyu Chongqing zhébian de shénghud, shi ba?
R PO AN, M

about life in Chonggqing, right?

1584
Jiushi yi Chéngging wéi zhuti de,
HCRE LAE R Oy Y

| write on Chongqing,

1585
tébié shi llyou, wénhua, shénghud, dingja.
eI S TR ESE

especially about traveling, culture and living here.

1586
Rugud dui zheé yifangmian ganxingqu dehua,
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A SR T — 7 TG A 1

If you're interested in these,

1587
kéyl qU guanzhu yixia ta de boke!
A DL o — M A !

go check out his blog!

1588
Féichangganxié! Xiwang jiushud dajia xihuan!
FEH RGOS AR K B!

Thank you! | hope you like it!

1589
Na women jiu gidai xiayici de jianmian le!
ARBAT TR B — X LT 1

Let’'s hope we see each other next time!

1590
Hao, baibai
uf,

Okay, bye!
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