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1
Zai y1 zhuang haohua de biéshu Ii
£ SR AR ) ) 5

In a fancy villa,

e H zai...li in

- yi one

I zhuang classifier for buildings
Z ik haohua luxurious

i} de (used after an attribute)
IE s biéshu villa

2

zhu zhe yT wéi mingjiao Fé&iféi de nianqing guniang.

mandarincorner.org
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(G =R VEAILE R[Sk a8 )

there lived a young woman named Feifei.

(s zhu to live

5 zhe (indicating action in progress)
— yT one

A weli classifier for people

2y mingjiao named

E[E[E Faiféi Feifei

£ de (used after an attribute)

FE nianging young

o glniang young lady

3

YT tian bangwan, Féiféi duzi zud zai yuanzi i,
— RGN, SEIESRE ARLERE T,

One evening, Feifei was sitting alone in the yard.

— KRG yitian bangwan  one evening
A3k feifei Feifei

M duzi alone

Ak Zuo to sit

7t zai (located) at
e+ yuanzi yard

EEL I¥ inside

4
wang zhe tiankong fadai,

HERTERAR
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She was staring at the sky and lost in thought

2] wang to gaze (into the distance)

5 zhe (indicating action in progress)
K= tiankdng  sky

KA fadai to be lost in thought

5

zhidao bei y1 geé shéengyin daduan.
HLAM— A ST W

when she was interrupted by a voice.

HE zhidao until

W béi by

- y1 one

A gé classifier
A shéngyin voice

FTWr daduan to interrupt
6

“Qin‘'ai de, ni z&nme yigérén zud zai zheli?”
CREW, MREA— DN NREXE?”

“Honey, why are you sitting here all by yourself?”,

SRR qin'ai de dear

() ni you

B4 z&nme why?

—MA yigérén alone (without company)
Ak Zuo to sit
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£ zai (located) at
XH zheli here
7

YT gé nanrén wendao.
—N 5 NIRE.

a man asked.

— yT one

A gé classifier for people
N nanrén aman

7 3 weéndao to ask

Feéifei zhanqilai, jué zhe zui shuo:
e AR, POEWE UL

Feifei stood up and with her lips pouted said:

A3k feifei Feifei

ik zhangilai to stand up

i/ jué to pout

H zhe (indicating action in progress)
g zui mouth

T shuo to say

9

“Wancan dou kuai liang le,
“MRAE AR T,

“Dinner is getting cold.

mandarincorner.org



Stories In Slow Chinese — The Payback

AR wancan  dinner

#B dou already

1S kuai soon

b liang cold

i le (indicating a change of state)
10

ni zénme cai huilai?”

z
WEAAER?
Why did you just come back?”

i ni you

B4 zénme why?

7 cai not until

B3 huilai to come back
11

Nanrén |6u zhe Féiféi de yao shuo:
N AR -

The man put his hands around her waist and said:

C-UN nanrén  aman

% 15U to hold in one's arms

5 zhe (indicating action in progress)
(S feifei Feifei

i} de ~'s (possessive particle)

i yao waist

T shuo to say
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"Duibuqi, qin‘ai de, gang yudao dian ji shi.”
WA, FEE, WER NS,

“Sorry, honey! Something urgent just came up.”

xF AN
SRE M

=

o o EE

13

duibugqi
gin‘ai de
gang
yudao
dian

jishi

I'm sorry
darling
just

to run into
a little

urgent matter

Nanrén shi Feiféi de zhangfu,

BNAEIET

IsCKR,

The man was Feifei’'s husband.

14

nanren
shi
feifei
de

zhangfu

a man
is

Feifei

~'s (possessive particle)

husband

dayué sishi sui, tixing wéi pang,

RAM+%, ARG,

He was around 40 years old, slightly fat
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PNA dayué approximately
g sishi forty

% sui years old
it tixing body type

Tl WEi slightly

JE pang fat

15

bo6zi shang wén le zht xibngying.
fi B80T R .

and with an eagle tattooed on his neck.

JEEF bozi neck

- shang on top

4 wén to tattoo

g le (completed action marker)
R zhi classifier for certain animals
T & xiéngying male eagle

16

Ta shi dangdi ydbuming de héibang dalao,
fih 2 2 A 44 B RS R FE,

Locally, he was a well-known gang leader

i ta he

& shi is

=i dangdi local

H4 yduming well-known

i} de (used after an attribute)
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B héibang criminal gang
N2 dalao gang leader
17

zhuanmeén bang fang qi giang chai fangwa.
B3 s A srdfr by .

who specilized in intimidating home owners whose land developers wanted to
take over.

L] zhuanmén specialized
# bang to help

i fang house

1> qi business

G giang violent / force
¥ chai to tear down
B R fangwa building

18

Biéshu de keting Ii bai le yT zhud méishi,
REMFTRE T HER,

A table of delicious food had been set up in the villa’s dining room.

GilE s biéshu villa

i} de (used after an attribute)
HITH kéting It in the living room

% bai to exhibit

7 le (completed action marker)
— y one

5= zhud table

S = méishi fine food
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19
dalao kandao hou buting kuazan Feiféi.
KEHE B Ja AMESHEEE.

The gang leader praised Feifei when he saw it.

KEE daldo gang leader
ZoEel kandao to see

J& hou after

NG buting incessant
= kuazan to praise
JEIE feifei Feifei

20

Féifei rang ta xian cht zhe,
FEFELEAR SN E

Feifei asked him to eat the plates that had already been set up

A3k feifei Feifei

ik rang to let sb do sth

ik ta he

5 xian first

172 chi to eat

5 zhe (indicating action in progress)
21

Ziji qu chufang duan jitang.
H O R 5 im A% .

and then she went to the kitchen to get some chicken soup.
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zZiji

qu
chufang
duan

jitang

oneself

to go

kitchen

to hold sth level with both hands

chicken soup

Chufang Ii, Féifei chéng hao yi wan jitang,
JE s B, FEIRRE RIS,

In the kitchen, Feifei used a ladle to fill up a bowl with soup

E%#i&ﬂﬂ

i
pER]

23

chufang
If
feifei

chéng

kitchen
inside
Feifei
to ladle
(suffix indicating completion or readiness)
one
bowl

chicken soup

ranhou giaoqgiao z6u dao ménkou, sichu zhangwang,
RIETHIEERIITE, PUALKEE,

and then, quietly walked to the door and looked out.

ranhou

giaogiao

zOu

after that
quietly

to walk
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F| dao to (a place)
1 ménkdu doorway

Vg 4k sichu in all directions
sk zhangwang  to look around
24

Kan pangbian méi rén,
F55IUEN,

Seeing that nobody was nearby,

ey kan to see
5510 pangbian to the side
b5°d méi not

A rén people

25

taochd y1 bao baisé de fénmo...
A1 AR TN REENLTE i o7 S

she then pulled out a bag of white powder...

i) H taocha to take out (from a pocket, bag etc)
- yi one

(o bao bag

H baise white

i} de (used after an attribute)

PN fénmo fine powder

26

Féifei duan zhe jitang zbuxiang zhangfu,

JETE B AL F LR,
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As she approach the husband holding the bowl with chicken soup,

JE3E feifei Feifei

Uiy duan to hold sth level with both hands
5 zhe (indicating action in progress)
X537 jitang chicken soup

FE M zOuxiang to move towards

LR zhangfu husband

27

weéndao: “ni z&énme bu kai cht a?”
iE: “PREAATFIZIE 2 7

Feifei asked him: “Why aren't you eating the dishes?"

I 18 wéndao to ask

R ni you

B4 zénme why?

A bu not

Vis kai to start

172 chi to eat

e a (modal particle)
28

Zhangfu xiao zhe hui dao:
SR HlIA »

The husband smiled and replied:

R zhangfu husband

Virsn

Xxiao smile
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zhe
hui

dao

(indicating action in progress)
to answer

to say

“Zhejitian ni tiantian géi wo dun zhé méiweéi de jitang,
R URIRR KRG THEIX RIS 5

“‘Recently, you’'ve been making me some delicious chicken soup every day

JLK

(%F

=

{
PAUN
ke
i
i
ESUS
ih]
bEr7)

A}

30

gao de wo chule jitang,

zhejitian

ni
tiantian
géi wo
dun
zhé
meiwei
de

jitang

REHER 7%,

and now | am looking forward to it

i

N\
i

® T

de

wo

chule

the past few days

you

every day

for me

to stew

this

delicious

(used after an attribute)

chicken soup

to make

(used after a verb, linking it to following phrase
indicating effect, degree, possibility etc)

me

besides
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5% jitang chicken soup

31
shénme dou buxiang chi le.”
HAEARE N T o

more than any other dishes!”

(A shénme what?

#B déu (not) at all

A8 buxidng do not want

nz cht to eat

g le (indicating a change of state)
32

“Jiu ni zuitian.”
B

“What a sweet talker!”

G jiu only

() ni you

I it zuitian sweet-talking
33

Féifei jiang jitang di géi zhangfu shuddao.
R NG i 45 R Ui IE

Feifei said it as she handed the bowl of soup to her husband.

JE3E feiféi Feifei
¥ jiang (introduces object of main verb)
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jitang chicken soup

digéi to hand to

zhangfu husband

shuodao to say (the quoted words)

Zhangfu qin le Feiféi yixia, ranhou duan qi wan,
SRR THEFE—N, RS S st

Her husband gave Feifei a kiss, picked up the bowl,

35

zhangfu husband

gin to kiss

le (completed action marker)
feiféi Feifei

yixia one time

ranhou then (afterwards)

duanqi to hold up

wan bowl

hé xia yT dakdu shuo:
M R — K

took a big sip and said:

I
T
yNE!
Wi

hé to drink

xia downwards

y1 one

dakou big mouthful (of food, drink, smoke etc)
shud to say
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“Zhé weidao tai xian le!”

Stories In Slow Chinese — The Payback

REUSEPN K

“This tastes great!”

37

zhe
weidao
tai

xian

le

this

flavor
extremely
delicious

(to express an excessive degree)

Fifei zuod zai yipang, kan zhe ta hé tang.
AEIRARIE—55, BEMED.

Feifei sat by his side and watched him eat the soup.

e

E

RO os

i

W%

38

feifei
Zuo
zai
yipang
kan
zhe

ta

hé tang

Feifei

to sit

(located) at

to the side of

to watch

(indicating action in progress)
him

to eat soup

“Qin‘ai de, ni z&nme bu hé a?” Ta wéndao

CRER, IREAAREE? Al TE
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“‘Honey, why aren't you eating?” he asked.

RE M qin‘ai de darling

() ni you

EAa zénme why?

AN bu not

L3 he to drink

] a (modal particle)
fily ta he

[F] 1 weéndao to ask

39

Feéifei gang yao huida,
FEAENIE A2,

Just as Feifei was going to answer,

JEE feifai Feifei

&l gang just

g yao going to
[EIE=S huida to answer
40

nanrén de dianhua jiu xiang le.
C PN R T

the man’s phone rang.

BA nanrén aman
i de ~'s (possessive particle)
iR dianhua telephone
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il jiu as soon as

] xiang to ring

g le (indicating a change of state)
41

‘Laoda, women chaigian shi yudao cinmin ztiinao.”

LR, AR BB KR 7

“‘Boss, some villagers got in our way as we were knocking down some

houses.”

ZK ldoda leader of a criminal gang

A women we

Prit chaigian to demolish a building and relocate the inhabitants
s} shi when

peE yudao to run into

R canmin villager

FH % zinéo to obstruct (sth)

42

Dalao de shouxia a Qiang huangzhang de shuddao.
RAEHI T T Brl g fig K b i 1

a gang member named Qiang, said in a panic.

N2 dalao gang leader

i} de (used after an attribute)
FF shouxia subordinates

Rl it a Qiang Qiang

P ok huangzhang flustered, panic

Hh de -ly

i shuddao to say (the quoted words)
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43
Dalao dashéng ma dao:
UNCHNCESCE

The gang leader loudly cursed and said:

PN dalao gang leader
KA dashéng loudly

= ma to curse

8 dao to say

44

“‘Made! Gai zénme chuli, nandao hai yao wo jiao?”
U B AKCEE, MEEILERI?

‘Damn it! Do | need to teach you how to handle this?”

LETih made damn it

% gai should

B4 zénme how?

b ¥ chuli to handle

M E nandao don't tell me ...
it hai still

e yao to need

K wo me

#H jiao to teach

45

“Laoda, ni bu zhidao,

“ER, IRANVRIE,
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“‘Boss, you don’t understand!

E N laoda leader of a criminal gang
() ni you

AN bu not

iE zhidao to know

46

tamen réndudshizhong,

AT Z HAx,

There are a lot of them

flu AT tamen they
NZ R réndudshizhong many men, a great force (idiom)
47

hai shué méi wu baiwan jiu bié xiang chail”
RS IR EE TN

and they are saying that if we don’t pay them 5 million yuan, they won't let us
tear down the houses!”

it hai even

Ut shuo to say

& méi not

FiINED;] wulbaiwan five millions
o jiu then

il bié do not

G5y xiang to think

#r chai to tear down
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48
“YT qun baichr,
“—REE

“Bunch of idiots!

— M yiqun a bunch of
SE baicht idiot
49

kanlai shi buxiang huo le! Ni déng zhe!”
BARBEAMIET | R

Looks like they don’t wanna live any more! Just wait there!”

&K kanlai it seems that

v shi is

A8 buxiang do not want

W huo to live

7 le (indicating a change of state)
VREEH nidéngzhe you wait

50

Gua diao dianhua hou,
R AR
After he hung up the phone,

e guadiao to hang
i dianhua telephone
Je hou after
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51
ta liji zhaoji le dud ming xidodi ganwang xianchang.
LRI HEE T 2 40/ A .

he immediately gathered several other members of his gang and rushed over
to where the demonstration was happening.

fily ta he

Al liji immediately

HE zhaoji to gather

7 le (completed action marker)

% dud many

2 ming classifier for people

/N xidodi little brother / subordinate

EAE ganwang to hurry to (somewhere)

W3z xianchang the scene (of a crime, accident etc)
52

Dao le xianchang, tamen érhua meéi shud
BT, AT IR B
When they got there, without saying a word,

3| dao to arrive

T le (completed action marker)

7 xianchang the scene (of a crime, accident etc)
AT tamen they

TIEEUE érhuaméishud without saying a word

53

jiu naqi tié gun chongxiang canmin.
USRI A AT R
they picked up some iron rods and dashed towards the villagers.
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i jiu right away
=it naqi to pick up
N ti&gun iron rod

] chongxiang  to charge into
AN canmin villager

54

Ji ming nianji da de ciinmin béi duda zaidi,
JUA LRI R AT AE M,

Several older villagers were beaten down to the ground

JL ji several

% ming classifier for people

Falk nianji da older age

i} de (used after an attribute)

R canmin villager

W béi (indicates passive-voice clauses)
&) ouda to beat up

7EHh zaidi at the ground

55

yIxié nianqing de cinmin naqi gunzi fankang.
—ERER AN REEE T R

while some younger villagers resisted with large sticks.

— ik yiXié some
R nianging young
i} de (used after an attribute)
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MR canmin villager
Zild naqi to pick up
i gunzi stick
S& fankang to resist
56

Tiankong jianjian bian'an,
R 25 T AR I 5
As it got darker,

PN tiankong sky

T jianjian gradually
AR I bian'an to darken
57

cinmin yu héibang de dadou yuelaiyué jilie.
KRS RRAE AT SRR

the fight between the villagers and the gang members intensified.

R canmin villager

5 yu and

LS héibang criminal gang

i} de (used after an attribute)
T dadou to fight

Rk R yuelaiyué more and more

bed jhié intense

58

Tdran, dalao tingzhu,
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RIR, KEEt#AE,

Suddenly, the gang leader stopped,

RIR taran sudden
N4 daldo gang leader
(EXES tingzhu to stop

59

guidao zaidi, haxt kunnan.
BEEIAEM, PR R X

fell down to his knees and struggled to breath.

B 51 guidao to kneel down
1E zai at

Hh di ground

IR haxi to breathe

PRl A kinnan difficult

60

Ta taitou kanjian a Qiang bén xiang ta.

fibta kG WL Bl 3 At o

As he looked up, he saw Qiang rush towards him.

ik ta he

sk taitéu to raise one's head
= kanjian to see

Rl it a Qiang Qiang

i bén to rush

[ xiang towards
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fits ta him

61
“Kuai, fa wo yT bal”
P PR

“‘Hurry! Help me!”,

PR kuai hurry

7S fa to help sb up

* wo me

— yT one

i ba (for sth done with the hand)
62

Dalao dui ta handao.
RAEXT AR IRIE

the gang leader shouted at him.

N2 dalao gang leader
xf dui towards

fth ta him

Wi 1E handao to yell

63

a Qiang shénshou qu fu dalao.
(G R 7 N2

Qiang extended his hand towards the gang leader to provide support.

Bl it a Qiang Qiang
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B shénshdu to reach out with one's hand
* qu to go in order to do sth

7S fu to support with the hand
N4 daldo gang leader

64

dang dalao la zhu ta de shou bing zhanqilai shi,
R AERLAE AR ) T FFub AL R

As the gang leader took his hand and stood up,

ERN:N) dang...shi when

N4 daldo gang leader

i la to pull

¥ zhu (after a verb) firmly
i tade his

T shou hand

Ji: bing and

iR zhangilai to stand up

65

a Qiang xunsu ba chi y1 ba bishdu
Biysmidd ikt —C B
Qiang quickly pulled out a dagger

Rl it a Qiang Qiang

THIE xunsu rapid

o bachi to pull out

- yT one

(o ba classifier for small objects
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LHE bishou dagger

66
ci jin ta de xidongtang...
R B o .

and drove it into his chest...

pallpEid cijin to stab into
A1) tade his

if]i xidngtang chest

67

Di'értian, ctin wai de yikuai mudi i,
HR, MAME— IS,

Next day, at a cemetery outside the village,

N di'ertian next day

Tt can village

&b wali outside

i} de (used after an attribute)
—h yikuai one piece

HEHh mudi cemetery

EEL I¥ inside

68

yT gé ndirén hé yT ming nianging nanzi
— NN — 27 5T

a woman and a young man
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— yi one

A gé classifier for people
L‘ON ndrén woman

il hé and

— yT one

2 ming classifier for people
SR nianging young

5T nanzi aman

69
gui zai yikuai mubé&i miangian.
Wi AE — PR AT

were kneeling down before a tomb.

i e gui to kneel

res zai (located) at
—H yikuai one piece
SN mubéi tombstone
A Hif miangian in front of
70

Nd{rén ki zhe shué: “Ba. ma,
L NREW: &, i,

The woman cried and said: “Dad, mom!

LN ndrén woman
R K to cry
= zhe (indicating action in progress)
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Ui shud to say
= ba dad
E} ma mom
71

dangchu chai zanjia fangzi
HIRIE S s 5

The guy that tore down our house

9] dangchd at that time
v chai to tear down
ISP zanijia our house
I fangzi house

72

bing haisi nimen de rén yijing si le.
HFIEATANCEIE T .

and killed you is now dead!

IF bing and

FHIE haist to cause death

PRANT nimen you (plural)

i} de (used after an attribute)
A rén person

(2 yijiing already

14 si to die

7 le (completed action marker)
73
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Shi nian le!
T

It's been ten years,

-+ shi ten

s nian year

g le (indicating a change of state)
74

W6 hé didi zhongyu bang nimen baochou le!
FRAN 2 2 2 T FARATR AL 1!
but brother and I finally paid him back!

&
i
e
%

s

AT
M
.

75

v

wo
hé

didi
zhongyu
bang
nimen
baochou

le

me
and

younger brother
finally

to help

you (plural)

to take revenge

(indicating a change of state)

Mingtian wdémen jiu likai zheli.

IR BAT T X B

Tomorrow, we are leaving this area

HiPN
AT

mingtian

women

tomorrow

we
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il jiu right away
=58 likai to leave
XH zhell here

76

Jintian kénéng shi women zuihou yici lai kan nimen le.
SR BERFA B G —IRKRBEARMTT -

and this might be the last time we can visit you.

AR jintian today

Al B kénéng might (happen)

& shi is

AT women we

BJE—  zuihouyici last time

KE laikan to come and see

PRAIT nimen you (plural)

7 le (indicating a change of situation)
77

Baozhong! Wémen hui yongyuan jizhu nimen de!”
TREE D AT m A ARATT ) !

Take care! We will always remember you! ”

RE baozhong to take care of oneself
A women we

& hui will

Vi eun ydngyuan forever

ofE jizhu to remember

R4 nimen you (plural)
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(used at the end of a declarative sentence for emphasis)
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