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1
Dajia hao! Huanying laidao Mandarin Corner, wo shi Eileen.
KK Yilsk5] Mandarin Corner, 3/ Eileen.

Hi, everyone! Welcome to Mandarin Corner, | am Eileen.

2

Yduyu bashi niandai shixing de yi tai zhéngce,

T\ EASEAT ) — IR BUR,

Due to the One Child Policy that was implemented in the 80s,

3

Zhonggud xianzai de nanndi bili chixian le yanzhong de shihéng,
o FE LR A0 55 L LB R B ™ B ) R AT

there is now a serious gender imbalance in China.
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4
nanxing bi nlixing dud ch le san gian dud wan.
B L ZH T =T2/.

There are over 30 million more men than women

5
Yéjiushishud, zhé san gian dud wan de nanxing
WY, X=T2ZHr 5N

which means that these men

6
hén kénéng shi zhdobudao duixiang de.
IRFTHEZ A0S B

will likely be unable to find a wife.

7
Ran'ér, zai zhéyang de gingkuang xia,
SR, AEXFERIEDLT

However, under these circumstances,

8
hai yTran cinzai zhe shéngnii xianxiang.
ARIRAFAEE T LR

the phenomenon of "leftover women" still exists.

9

Sudwei de "shéngnl" jiushi zhi

JITiE B8 Lt e A

The so-called "leftover women" refers to
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10
guo le érshi qT sui hai wéihan de danshén niixing.
W AR ARG ) B

unmarried women who are over 27 years old.

11
Jiran nanxing bi nlixing dud chi le zhéme dud,
BESR PR L2 Y T IR A%,

Since there are much more men than women,

12
na weishénme hai hui ydu shéngni
R 2082 Tl

why would there still be women

13
béi "shéng xialai" de gingkuang ne?
BT R R AR e ?

that are "leftover"?!

14
Jintian wémen jiu laidao jistou
A RIRATTH R B 5k

Today, we came to the streets

15

lai fingting lurén men dui ci de kanfa ba!

ST T 2% AATTX LGP B VI !

to hear what Chinese people have to say about this.
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16
Shouxian ging nimen jiéshi yixia,
HAIERITARE— T,

First of all, can you explain,

17
"shéngnil" shi shénme yisi?
Pl LA AR

what is the meaning of the term "leftover women"?

18
W& gérén guandian laikan, shéngnd jiushi zhi
TN ERE, B HER

From my point of view, "leftover women" refers to

19
zai zhége shehui shang renwéi de dao le yiding de nianling
FERXAM A2 BN B T — € AR

women that have already reached a certain age

20
hai méiydu jiéhdn de nlshéng.
WA S Ak

and are still unmarried.

21

Jiushi yT gé shéhui guannian ba, wo juéde
H— M WS, WG

| think that this is just a social concept.
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22
Ducda?
ZK?

How old?

23
W0 juéde kénéng shi dao sanshi zudyou hai meéiydu jiéhan de
o AF vl fe e B =172 ik A 45 08

| feel that women that are around 30 and still not married

24
jiu hui béi rén juéde shi shéngndi.
PN GEAT T

will be considered as "leftover women".

25
W6 de xiangfa gén ta chabudud.
WAL IR EAZ

My thinking is pretty much the same as hers.

26
Shéngnl a? Jiushi yinggai shi jia bu chiqu de nlihaizi ba.
Pl L] 2 B RAZ A AN I 2o 1 IE.

Leftover women? Probably, they are girls that cannot find a man to marry with.

27

Ni zuéwan méi xitéu a?

R B 50t S M 2

You didn't wash your hair last night? (She wanted me to ask her this question.)
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28
Dui, méi xitéu shi yinwéi jian bu zhong...
XF, BRI WA

Right. | didn't wash my hair because | am meeting someone

29
jiushi méi name zhongyao,
R B,

who is not important

30
méi name guanfang de péngyou de shihou jiu kéyi buyong xitou.
BB 7 B AR AR s aT AAS F 2k

or it's not an official meeting. This is when we don't need to wash our hair.

31
Rugud ni jintian shi zhuanmeén xi le téu chalai,
WRARAS R LTI T kK,

If you especially wash your hair before going out with someone,

32
shudming ni jian de zhége rén
Yo R WA A

it means that the person you are about to meet

33

kénéng meéiydu name qgingié hudzhé shi buyong...
I RERA R ARVIEE A

is not close to you
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34
jiushi ni yao hén zhuzhong ziji.
ARRERIEEAC.

and you need to pay attention to your looks.

35
Késhi ni jintian bushi chdlai yuéhui de ma?
AEURA RAE ok 2y 2= iy 2

But, didn't you come out for a date today?

36
Méiydu a, wdmen shi péngyou éryi.
BN, AR A .

Oh, no! We are just friends. (She had a male friend behind us.)

37
O, xianguang, shi ba?
MR, NZE, ZIE?

(You guys) are just walking around, right?

38

Sudyi ta jiushi nazhdng méi name zhongyao de péngyou,
JIT LIt e 2 0 e 8 B AL

He is the kind of friend that isn't that important

39

suoyi kéyi buyong xitéu jiu jian de péngyou.

JITEART BAAS FE 3 Sk AL D U A o

and so, | don't need to wash my hair in order to meet him.
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40
Haoxiang xiélu le tianjt
IF& R 7R

It seems that a secret has been revealed!

41
Ni shi z&nme [iji& "shéngnil" zhége ci de?
R B 0 PR TR A TR 2

What is your understanding of the term "leftover women™"?

42
Shéngn jiushi danshén ba
T L 5 A L B

Leftover women are single women.

43
W0 juéde zhége ci shi buzhlinqué de.
T AFIXAN ] AERI .

| feel that this term isn’t accurate.

44
Ta shi shéng xialai ma,
AR K

It is defined as "leftover",

45

danshi gishi xianzai dabufen de rén hén dud dou shi danshén.
(B H S KB I MR Z R E H 5 .

but nowadays, most of them are just single, (not leftover).
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46
Qian liang tian diantai hai shud
HITP R HL B I8 i

A couple of days ago, the radio even said that

47
yao ba nage yT gé rén yé zuowéi jiating 1ai dingyi,
FHEIRA — A NN EERE XL

a single person should be considered a family.

48
haoxiang shud nage kébén limian shi yao zhéyangzi.
TFAR BB AN PRA HLTH] & EEX A T

It seems that it will be like that in the textbooks.

49
Ranhou sudyi yihou nage qushi jiushi
RGBT A CAJE RS & 5l &

So, in the future, the trend is that

50
gishi tamen bushi shéng xialai de rén le,
FSAIA R RN T,

they're not "leftover".

51

tamen kénéng hui dadudshu.
AATTAT e K2 2

They might be the maijority.
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52
Jitshishuo nianling hén da, ranhou méiydu jiéhitn de ba
AU RR K, AR5 A SIS

"Leftover women" are women that are older and not married.

53
YTnggai zhénggé zhuangtai ba kénéng jiu yijing...
BLZ BRI AT et 2.

Their overall state is probably already...

54

kénéng gongzuo yijing bijiao wénding le,
AR TAECAERE T,

They probably have a stable job

55
ranhou jiu you zugou de...
RIE LA LB,

and have enough (income).

56
jiushi jiu qué nanrén, shénme dou bu qué le.
RPN, A AHABRT

Basically, they don’t lack anything except for a man.

57

Sheéngndi jiushi ddo le shihidn de nianling,

Rl ie 2 1 IR

Leftover women are these who have reached a marriageable age
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58
wan hdn nianling hai jia bu chaqu de rén na
R A 4 I A S AN H 25 R AR

and yet haven't found a man to marry.

59

Dagai ducda?
PN E DN

Roughly, what age?

60

Sanshi jisui ba
=tz

Over 30 years old.

61
Shi jia bu chdqu, haishi zhidong shéng xialai?
FRGAZE, ERFESF T R?

Are they unable to find a man or are they willingly "leftover"?

62
Méi rén xiangyao zhudong shéngxia ba
B NAREL 59 T

| don’t think that anyone would want to be "leftover".

63

Sheéngnd a, jiushi nianji bijiao da
T2, AR LK

Leftover women are women that are old
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64
you hai méiydu jiéhdn de ndrén.
ML A SN .

and still not married.

65

Dagai ducda?
PN E DN
Roughly, how old?

66
Qishi zai wo juéde xianzai yinggai sanshi wu liu sui yishang le ba
HSAE AT IAE N Z =1 NS AL T g

| think that nowadays, above 35 or 36.

67

Ershi g7 ba de bu suan ma?
ZAE\ A ?

What about 27 or 28?

68
Ershi qT ba hén zhéngchang a!
B R IR R

I's very normal to be 27 or 28 (and not married)!

69

Women bu jiushi zhége nianji de rén ma?
FATA R AL BN 2

Aren’'t we at this age (27, 28)?

mandarincorner.org



What Do Chinese Really Think About “Leftover Women”?

70
Késhi ni shi nanxing a!
AR 55 ] !

But you are male!

71
Bunéng gishi ma, xianzai dou shi nliquan shéhui le.
ANRE B, IAEH S LA T .

Don’t discriminate! Now it's a women’s world.

72
Shi ma? Ju geé lizi zhéngming yixia
e ? 28I — R

Really? Give me an example!

73

Nlishiyduxian a! | Hao bal!
LR | e
Ladies first! | Okay!

74
Jiushi nianling dao le
TR T

(Leftover women) are these that have reached a marriageable age

75

hai meéiydu jiéhan,
SPESERY N

but are still not married
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76
méiydu nanpéngyou de naxié ba
BA 5 A AR R ey

and do not have a boyfriend.

77
Dagai dudda cai hui béi dingyi wéi shengnii?
KMEZ KA 2= e SONF 2

Roughly how old is defined as "leftover woman"?

78

Sanshi wu zhihou ba
=t hZ)EE
Probably, above 35.

79
Dao yiding nianling hai méiydu jiéhdn de niixing.
B — B FRIE A SIS

They are women that have reached a certain age and still not married.

80
Zhége ci dagai zhiydu Zhonggué cai yéu bal
XA R A E A g

This term probably only exists in Chinal

81

Dagai dao le shénmeyang de nianling?
KR A AR R ?

Roughly, what age?
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82

W6 juéde ba, sanshi wu sui yishang ba
A, =+HL Ll b

| think above 35.

83
W juéde shéngnii ba,
v 159 Lo,

| think that leftover women

84
yinggai shud xianzai wéihan zhuyi de bijiao duo,
RLZ AR L T R %,

mostly refer to these who want to stay single.

85
zhézhong jido shéngnii ba.
X Fofr ] ) L

They will be called "leftover women".

86
Zuagou youxiu, ranhou bei shéngxia
REANT, RIGHRT

Women that are outstanding and then, become "leftover".

87

Weishénme zUgou youxiu hai hui béi shéngxia?
NAT A RN T5 IR AR 2

Why are they "leftover" for being outstanding?
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88

Kénéng ta xinli hui ydu hén dud xiangfa ba
A RN O L AR 2 AEVEIE

Maybe they do a lot of thinking.

89
Jit buhui name zao de jiu... jit shénme (jiéhdn)
AR AFHIF... B4 (S5 E)

So, they don't want to get married early.

90
Y&u naxié yuanyin daozhi le zhége xianxiang?
AL R R 3B T XA IR ?

What are some of the reasons that caused this phenomenon?

91
Yuanyin a, shduxian jiushi xianzai de nanrén zhiliang...
JREAWT, E st AR BN

Firstly, it's because of the quality of men...

92
yé& bushi zhiliang ba
WA i &g

let's not say quality...

93

Nanshéng ta kénéng dabudao nlishéng yuélaiyué gao de nage yaoqit ba
552 Al AT i A 38 2 A R v ) IS SR

Perhaps, because men cannot reach women's higher and higher standards.
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94
yinweéi nlishéng zishén you yuélaiyué youxiu le,
RN 2 A4 B 5 SUBSKRBAR TS T

Also, women nowadays are getting more and more successful (in every aspect).

95
ranhou cong jingji shang, waimao shang,
WaN&FE B AL,

For example, in financial, appearance

96
ranhou shéjiao néngli shang
RIEHAZRE b

and social skill aspects.

97
Ranhou hén dud dongxi nlishéng kéyi ziji jit jigjué le, gdoding le
RIGIRZ RPN LLE Ol 1, e 1

Furthermore, women can handle many things themselves

98
bu xdyao nanshéng.
AHERE.

so they don’t need a man.

99

Ranhou yao nanshéng lai kénéng hai yao shéngqi,
RGBT AR AT REIE E AR,

Actually, they might get angry if they had a man.
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100
jitl juéde buzhide,
AT AMAETS,

So, they feel that it’'s not worth it (being married)

101
dui ziji de shénti buhao.
Xt B O B EANGT .

and it’s not good for their health.

102

NI ganggang shud de ydu gao de biaozhun,
PRI 58 A e AR 5

When you say that they have high standards,

103
zhi de shi naxié bidozhlin?
T8 1) A2 W e pR v 2

what are these standards?

104
Gao de biaozhun, biru shud jiushi yao nuan nan na.
e HOARAE,  EL Nl EEE B .

For example, they might want "warm men" (considerate, caring, loving, etc.).

105

Yinwéi wo ting gud hén dud niishéng déu zhéyangzi de
PR3N i AR 2 L AR AR IR 1Y

I've heard many women say that
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106
ta ji yao nuan nan, ranhou you yao you gongzud néngli,
I REEERE 5, SR e X EA TAERE

they want a man that is “warm” and is capable at work.

107
ta you gongzud néngli de tongshi yao you shijian péi ta qu wan.
Hth A AR e 77 [ B A B T 25 B

At the same time, the man needs to have time to be with her.

108
Danshi qishi shi bunéng jian dé de
B FLSERANREAHATHY

But actually, you can't have both.

109
Danshi hén dud nlishéng xianzai hui ba zhége dangzud ta de bidozhtin
(ERRAR 2 L AR IUAE AR A Ut R b v

However, many women nowadays make it the standard (for a boyfriend).

110

sudyi ta génbén jiu zhdobudao, kénéng

P ARA kAN E], W RE

So, they simply cannot find one (that is like that).

111

Zhaobudao nage,
FABIEA,

They cannot find one that
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112
jiushi méiyT xiang dou fuhé ta de rén, sudyi jiu...
MR —IUERFF SN, B BAsE...

can meet every standard they have. So...

113

Wanméi? | Dui

FER? | X

A perfect guy? | Right.

114
W3 juéde hén dud rén danshén shi zhége yuanyin ba
AR Z N B XA AR

I think this might be the reason that many people are single.

115
Ni shi danshén ma?
938 =1 10N

Are you single?

116
W4 bushi
A

No, | am not.

117

Ni ganggang you jiangdao zhége biaozhun shi gao biaozhun,
PRNINIA DFR A bR A = hR i,

You just said that this is a high standard,
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118
ni juéde zhége biaozhln suan gao ma?
PRGEAFIZ A HE SR e ey 2

do you think that this is really a high standard?

119
Rugud shi jinhu wanméi de,
R F e £,

If (the man they want) needs to be almost perfect,

120
bird shud liang ge yinsu zhijian k&néng buké jian dé de,
EL a3 P A PR 3R 2 1) AT BEAS AT 43 4 5

for example, being able to do two things that cannot be had at the same time,

121
ta y1 tian zhiydu érshi si xiaoshi,
i —RAH A D/,

because he only has 24 hours a day,

122
ta chdqu shéjiao le, chaqu zhuangian le,
fint 242 T, AR T,

and he is out socializing and making money,

123

ta kénéng meéiydu shijian péi ni, zai jiali

AP REBAT I AV AR,  FESK

he might not have time to be with you at home.
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124
ranhou ni kénéng hui juéde wuliao.
SRIG AR BES BE A5 E I

So, you might feel bored (at home).

125
Na zhézhdng ni jiu buyao giangqiu,
T AR AN EL K

If this is the case, you shouldn't force it.

126
ni yao ziji zud y1 gé tiaozhéng ba, xinli shang
REEH O — AR, O3

You need to adjust yourself psychologically.

127

Jiushi buyao shénme dou xiangyao.
HE AN EAT AR,

Don’t try to have everything.

128

Rugud shénme dou xiangyao,
A A H AR,

If you do,

129

kénéng zuihdou shénme dou débudao.
AR e A H A A E.

you might end up getting nothing.
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130
Jiushi zhége yaoqiu tai keké le, shi ma? | Dui a
A ERKHEFZ T, 22 | i

So, these requirements are too harsh, right? | Right.

131
Haiydu qita de yuanyin ma?
AT A F JiR PR e 2

Are there any other reasons?

132
Jiushi nlishéng yuélaiyué qgiang a
A 2 A R B i IR

Women are getting stronger and stronger.

133
Ranhou nanshéng ké&néng jinbu de jidobu méiydu nlishéng name kuai
IR T AR AT e e D D OB AR AR

Perhaps also because men are not developing as fast as women.

134
Ni zhi de "qgiang" shi na y1 fangmian?
PRI 5" W — Ty T ?

What are you referring to when you say that women are stronger?

135

Jingji tiaojian shi zui zhdngyao de ma, gongzud néngli a
LFR AR A R, T AERE W

Financially and in working ability.
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136
Zhé zui zhdngyao de a!
X g L !

These are the most important areas.

137
Yinweéi yigian nlishéng yao yifu nanshéng ma,
BRI DN DA 2 A BEAR BT 55 A3

In the past, women needed to depend on men.

138
dan xianzai shénghud shang ydu jigirén la, péita a
{EIAE AT A B AR, it 1p

But now, women can have robots to be their companion

139
ranhou ta yao gao weéishéeng,
Y (LB (T ERE o

and if she needs to clean,

140
ta qing y1 gé zhongdian gong jiu kéyi le ya
s — b s Tt AT LA T

she can hire a cleaning person on an hourly basis.

141

Ta huan déngpao dehua,

T YT,

Or if she needs to change a lamp,
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142
rang baba hudzhé rang nanxing péngyou yé& kéyi ma, wo juéde
iEE @ L SV AC T LA, AT

she can ask her father or male friends to help.

143
Sudyi ni de yisi shi shud
FIT AR 2 R 15

So, you're saying that

144
ragud shud yT gé nlishéng yao zhao yT gé nande jiéhan dehua,
A SR — A A R A B S5 S 1

if a woman is looking for a man to marry,

145
shi weéile rang tamen tigdong jingji de tidojian
TN T AR A BE 1 % A

the purpose is to ask the man to provide financial stability.

146
Méiyou aiging ma? Buké&yi shi?
BB AL

So, can't this just be about love?

147

Zhéyangzi a... jiangdao aiging ma?
XFETI... PERZE 2

Ah.... you want to talk about love?
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148
Yinwéi zhége dongxi tai xuan le, ni zhidao ma?
PIONRZANRERZ T, ARFITES?

This is just too deep, you know?

149
YTinwei y1 kaishi liang gé rén dou shi aidesiquhudlai de ma,
R —JT UG A N AR 52 15 50 233 K IRk

Because at the beginning, two people love each other to death,

150
danshi ni shuo zhén de jinru le hanyin de diantang,
ERAR U HIHEN T U5 0H # B

but once they get married,

151
hén dud aiging hui bianchéng yéuqing hé ginqing a.
IRZ Z NGB NE RG] .

romance becomes friendship or kinship.

152
Sudyi zhi kao aiging weéixi de hanyin shi jthd hén shaojian de ba
JIT LR S 52 15 4 AR HOUS IR ) L TR/ WL E e

So, it's very rare to see marriages that are sustained only by love.

153

Y1nggai yé shi nage tiaojian bijiao hao ba,

JS2 %R AN % A U IE,

(Leftover women) are probably these that have good financial means
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154
ranhou yanguang bijiao gao de nazhdng ba
IR I IR D B AL e I A

and have high standards.

155

Yanguang gao zhi de shi shénme?
HRYEmfR AT 42

What do you mean by “high standards”?

156
Yanguang gao jiushi ta bénlai tidojian yinggai ting hao de,
R e gl b A SR Sf A L B 47

It means that she is doing pretty good financially

157
ranhou zé'6u tidojian yinggai yé shi
RGBSR NAZ 2

and she probably wants to choose a partner that

158
zhao ziji xiang pipei de
& H CAHILACHY

matches her own financial level.

159

nazhdng yinggai hui bijiao duo
ARFpRLZ 2> LA %

Many women are like this.

mandarincorner.org



What Do Chinese Really Think About “Leftover Women”?

160
Shéngnd jiushi wo juéde kénéng suanshi
Pl e R AT AT e B2

| think the term “leftover women” might be considered as

161
yT gé bidnyi ci ba, zai shehui
— AN SR, fEA 2

a derogatory term in Chinese society.

162
W5 juéde ké&néng yinggai youxiu, tidojian hdo de nliishéng
FRAF AT RENIZIN T, SR I A

| think that women who are excellent

163
bufa nanshéng zhuiqiu dehua,
ANZ B A IE KIS,

and don’t lack for admirers

164
yinggai buinéng chéngzhiwéi shéngnii ba
%A BERR 2 Syl 22 IE

shouldn’t be called “leftover women”.

165

Kénéng shéngnil géng dud de shi kénéng ta de zé'du yaoqit

A RET 22 56 2 1) T R A ) BB SR

The reason for this is probably more because some women have requirements
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166
gén ta ziji de tiaojian bu péi,
PR A E SRR,

that are higher than their own level,

167
ranhou ta jiu daozhi ta yizhi dou meiyou zhaodao héshi de duixiang.
SRR M T B — EAR A B S E X R

so they haven’t been able to find an appropriate partner.

168
Zhaobudao héshi de rén ba
KAREEPIAE

(Because) they haven't found the right person.

169
Yduxiérén jiu juéde nidanqing de shihou jiushi...
A L N AT SRR A R A ..

There are some people that when they were young thought

170
Jiu xthuan wan na, méi sudéwei
R RITE, BEATIE

that (marriage) was not important and they just wanted to have fun.

171

ranhou dao le shihdn de nianling

IRIE B T A LSRR

Then, when they reached the marriageable age,
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172
hai zhaobudao héshi de ba
BEHRA B A&

they can’t find the right one.

173
Na ni Xxinmu zhong de héshi de shi shénmeyang de?
AR H S TE AT AR 2

In your mind, what will be the right guy for you?

174
Dui ziji hao ba,
X H O,

Somebody who is nice to me.

175
ranhou yé yao kan ganjué, xi bu xihuan ba
RIGWEF RS, A BT

Also, it depends on whether | have feelings for him or not.

176
Ni juéde weishénme hui zheme nan zhaodao y1 gé héshi de ne?
IRBEABAT 2 22 4 AR B —A A& 0 2

Why do you think that it's so difficult to find a right guy?

177

W6 yé bu zhidao.
PAMAHIIE

| don’t know.
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178
Qishi hén dud nlhaizi ta génbén...
HYRZ LT AR AR

Actually, many women simply

179
Ta yé bingbu xiang name zao jiehin a
it .5 AN REIE 4 L5 USh]

don’t want to marry too early.

180
name zao jieéhdn yihou yao dai xidohai,
WA G5 05 S 2y N

Because if they do, they will need to take care of babies

181
you yao miandui gongpoé
SCETRDN 45

and deal with their parents-in-laws.

182
ké&néng dui tamen laishud, tamen ziyouzizai guan le
ATREXT AT IR, W AT E AR T

To them, they are already used to being free. (So, they don't wanna marry.)

183

Bu yuanyi tanlian'ai, bu yuanyi jiangjiu a
AEEREE, NEERH

They don’t want to date or compromise (their lifestyle).
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184
Na ybuyixié kénéng shi ta ziji de weénti,
A —LEmT et H TR )

Of course, some of them might be because of their own problems.

185
youyixié na ta de ziji de jingji tiaojian kéyi guddequ le,
AL H AT AT IS R LT,

For example, some women have a fairly good financial state

186
bu xtyao qu kao biéren,
ATRERFERN,

and they don’t need to depend on others.

187
you bu yuanyi zhao yixié bi ziji cha de,
NARER L H D ZER,

They are not willing to find someone who is not as good as they are.

188
bu jiu shéng zhe bei
ANHRIAE

Of course, they’re “leftover”.

189

NI juéde mugian zhége shéngnli de xianxiang plibian ma?
PRuEAS H AT A R 22 A EL R 3 e ?

In your opinion, is the “leftover women” phenomenon common?
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190
W6 juéde qian jinian hui géng pubian,
FATHT LAE & T,

| think that it was more common a few years ago.

191
zuijin dehua kanfa hui géng hao yidian.
BIATTE B I — R

Recent years, the opinion on it has become better.

192
Shénme yisi?
Hamd?

What do you mean?

193
Jiushishuo zuijin rénmen de kanfa hui géngijia de...
SR W T NI R VE S BN

It means that people’s opinion is more...

194
Dui ta bijiao kuanréng yidian | Dui, géng kuanréng
ML TR — R | X, BEREA

People are more tolerant about them (leftover women). | Right, more tolerant.

195

Jit buhui juéde shud shéngnl shi shénme bidnyi ci

HUAN 2 BEAF Ul R AT A SR

They don't feel that “leftover women” is a derogatory term.
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196
Na ni juéde ydu néxié yuanyin ddozhi le shéngnl zhége xianxiang?
AR5 A5 W 6 JER R 3 3 T e e XA IR ?

What are some of the reasons that resulted in this phenomenon?

197

Ni xian shud
PRI

You go first.

198
Zhége xianxiang ma?
RAIR?

This phenomenon?

199
W6 juéde yibufen haishi zhlguan yuanyin de xuanzé ba
AT — ik 2 WL R R I e

| think that it's partly due to their own conscious choice.

200
Jiushi zhéxié nihaizi zidong de xuanzé béi shéng xialai,
WU IX L 2 1% 5 H 3 B BT T K,

Basically, these women voluntarily chose to be “leftover”.

201

jiushi tamen bushi xiang,

HE A A AR,

I's not that they don’t wanna (get married),
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202
tamen jiushi juéde jiushi méiydu yudao nage héshi de rén,
AT B AR R R A BRI S E RN,

it’s just that they have not met the right person

203
hudzhé shud tidojian bu yinxi.
HE VKA T

or the circumstances don’t allow them to get married.

204
Ranhou haiydu yT1 gé jiushi yé ydukénéng shi
RIGIEH — MR WA TR R

Another possible reason is

205
gén y1 gé diqd de nage nanni bili bupinghéng a shénmede, dui
PR AN XA 55 Lo EEBIAS P A A, T

related to gender imbalance in some regions.

206
W6 juéde qishi jiushi kéguan zhtiguan yuanyin dou ydu ba
AT H S A AL 20U WL R PR R A e

Actually, | think that there are both subjective and objective reasons.

207

Tiaojian bu yunxu shi shénme vyisi?

FHA TR AEE?

What do you mean by “the circumstances don’t allow them to get married”?
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208
BirG shud yT gé nlishéng jiushi ta k&néng
EE gt — A e A st A2 it mT e

For example, the woman might

209
yT gé zé'du guannian, ta hui bijiao...
— UG, Mt

have certain requirements for her future partner.

210
dui Ziji yaogiu bijiao dud,
XTHECZRILE 2,

She also has high standards for herself.

211
bird shud dao le yiding nianling le,
Eeaniid 2] 1 — € F il

For example, when she reaches a certain age

212
zhiyao ta yu budao nagerén
R E AR A

and if she doesn’t meet the right person (who she likes)

213
hudzhé shud yudao le nagéreén,
B BE R TN,
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or even if she meets that person,

214
danshi liang gé rén jingji tidojian hai bu yunxu,
HRHN NG TR IEA VT,

their financial condition don’t allow them to get married,

215
ta ké&néng jiu buhui xuanzé qu jiéhan, zhéyangzi
WP RERL AN S IL PR AES, XRET

so she might choose to not do it.

216
Y1ban shi shénmeyang de tiaojian?
— AT AR A2

In general, what kind of financial conditions (are needed for a marriage)?

217
Birti shud yT gé niihaizi dao le sanshi sui,
it — N2 &8 7 =1%,

For example, if a girl reaches her 30s (and she’s still a “leftover woman”),

218
ranhou ne yaome shi méiyéu yudao nagereén,
ELE /i R EXIFi AN

it's because she hasn’t met that right person

219
yaome jiushi yudao le,
NV E N
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or she did meet the right person,

220
danshi juéde shuangfang de jingji
HE A3 X7 A 5F

but felt that they didn’t have enough money

221
hai bu nénggou zhichéng y1 gé jiating ba.
AR SCHE— DS EE

to support a family.

222
W0 juéde kénéng yé shi zhliguan shangmian dud yidian ba,
e ] get e M b 2 — e,

| think that this is more of a conscious choice.

223
jiushi buxiang jiangjiu
A A AR

Basically, they (the women) don’t want to compromise

224
buxiang jiangjiu de qu xuanzé nagerén.
ANRECRE ol M 22 B N

their standards for that person.

225
Kénéng xidngyao zhénxin de zhaodao y1 gé Mr.Right qu...
Al REAR L ELO R B — A MrRight 25...
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Possibly, because they really want to find their Mr. Right

226
gén ziji péiban yishéng ba.
PR ORI

who can be with them for the rest of their lives

227
Yinwéi sanshi sui yé ydukénéng ta wuzhi fangmian yé bu qué,
KA =+ % WA Al Re b ) 5 7 T ANk,

since in their 30s they don’t lack for material things,

228
ranhou ziji you zugou de qian,
5 HOA LRI,

they have enough money,

229
jiu buhui shud zai qu kao biéren qu yang ziji.
AU HEENANETEH D,

and they don’t need to depend on others to support them,

230

Sudyi jiu juéde bu xdyao...
P LA A AN e 22

they just feel that

231
ybukénéng bu xtiyao na yangzi de y1 gé rén.
A REA T EMFET R — N
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they don’t need a man (for financial support).

232
Shi xunzhao aiging ma? | Dui
e FREHS? | X

They are looking for love, (not just financial support)? | Right.

233

Na ragud zhaobudao?
AU R AL ?

What if they cannot find (Mr. Right)?

234
Rugud zhaobudao dehua, rugud shi wo gérén dehua,
WRIRA BRI, W23 ANHIE,

For me personally, if | can’t find the right one,

235
wo juéde wo hui xuanzé danshén yibéizi.| Dui
WP DETFER G 3T | X

I think | rather choose to stay single forever. | Right.

236
Ni yé shi ma?
PR AN ?

You too?

237
W& yé shil
!
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Yes, me too!

238
Zhaobudao jiu suan le,
HWARIHA T,

If I cannot find the right one, then forget it!

239
Ziji yigérén guo yé tinghao de.
HOo— M A L

It's pretty nice to live by myself.

240
W juéde shéngnli you lidng zhdng kénéng.
P AEAG T LA PIFIR] RE

| think that there are two possible reasons for this phenomenon.

241
Diyf jiushi ta shizai zhangde tai nankan, zhaobuzhao duixiang.
B RS R RS, RAENR.

The first one is that she is too ugly to find a partner.

242
Di'ér dehua jiushi ta shiyu nazhdng yaoqiu you gao,
5 TRt S IR K

The second one is that she has standards

243
d1 buchéng gao bu jiu de nazhdng,
ARAS B AN R A,
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which are higher than her level, but she won’t choose below her level.

244
jiushi shengxia le.
R T T .

So, she becomes “leftover”.

245
Zhége xianxiang pubian ma?
RAPLG A ?

Is this phenomenon common?

246
Ting pubian de,
HE T P

It's pretty common

247
yinwéi wd shénbian dabufen péngyou dou shi danshén
BRI 93 B 3R o AT e B B

because most of my friends are still single.

248
Lai... g&i wo!
k... k!

Let me talk!

249
Pubian! Feichang pubian!
e | AR i !
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Common! Very common!

250
Ni zhidao weéishénme ma?
PRFNTE A4 ?

Do you know why?

251
Yinwéi jiushi jingzi a yiban dou shi pian ziji,
P2 B 10— A2 O H O

Because mirrors usually lie.

252
hén dud nlide zh&ngde nankan, ta bu zhidao ziji zh&ngde nankan,
IRZ LKA HEE, WAHNEHSKEEE,

Many ugly women don’t know that they’re ugly.

253
yushi géi ziji shéngxia le.
TREHCHET T .

Thus, they’re “leftover”.

254
Zénmeyang cai jiao zhangde nankan?
B RAGHER ?

What kind of woman would be considered ugly?

255
Xido yanijing, ta biliang, da zui chazi, sifanglian
ANIRES SR, KX U5
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Small eyes, a flat nose, a big mouth and a square face.

256

Zhézhong jiu bijiao nankan
M B

This kind is pretty ugly.

257
Shénme weénti a?
2 1] ] 2

What was the question?

258
W6 dou wang le!
A= 1!

| almost forgot!

259
Naxieé yuanyin daozhi le zhége xianxiang?
MR L J5 PR S B T XA BLR?

What are some of the reasons for this phenomenon?

260
W6 juéde kénéng shi shénbian nanxing de zhiliang tai cha le ba.
PG T B Sd BVER R R T,

| think that it might be because the quality of men around us is too low.

261
Haiyou méi yudao nazhdng ydu ganjué de rén
A BB B FR A RS
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Also, because we haven’t met someone we have feelings for.

262
Ni zhi de zhiliang cha shi shénme yisi?
RIBH TR ZE R 452

What do you mean by “low quality”?

263
Kénéng jiu juéde hén dud nanshéng ba buchéngshu,
A RERL G AFIR 22 5 A IE AN A,

| just feel that many men are immature

=k

264
hudzh& méi zérénxin,
B AL,

and lack responsibility.

265
hudzhé shi ge fangmian néngli buzu,
E A ITHIE I A,

Also, they are incompetent in every aspect

266
hai xin hén da de nazhdng
AR KR Ao

and at the same time, they are very inconsiderate.

267
WO jiu juéde zhiliang hén cha jiushi zhé yiléi rén ba
AT TR ZHE X — LA
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This kind of men is of low quality, in my opinion.

268
NI juéde shéngnl men dbu...
PRDEAF R LATTHR. ..

What kind of men do you think “leftover women”

269
yiban tamen xiang zhdo shénmeyang de nanshéng?
— AT SR AT AR T A ?

are looking for?

270

Shoéuxian néngli néng gén nlihaizi pipéi shang de,
HAGRE I REER L1 UL B,

Firstly, the guy’s capability needs to match the girl’s.

271
zhe yidian kénding shi diyT yaoqiu, dui
X—mHERAE 2R, X

This must be the number one requirement.

272
Yinweéi yT gé niihaizi ziji néng zhuangian, shénme néng duli
BEA—AN 2t 3 CRelRER, A4 geshsr

Because if the girl can make money on her own, be independent,

273
zZiji néng shangléu, néng gan zhége néng gan nage,
HOofe b, BETRRARETAA,
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go (carry stuff) upstairs herself and she is able to do everything herself,

274
né nf juéde hai xiy&o yT gé nanshéng ganma, duibudui?
S5t S A B BT, RARRE?

why does she need a man? Right?

275
Jiushi weéishénme zh&o y1 gé nanshéng jiéhdn
e A — A LS

When a woman looks for a man to marry,

276

yidingyao rang ta qu zuo yixié zhdnghué ne?

B Z AR A LR A ?

why is it that the guy has to do all the hard labor for her?

277
Bukéyi shi aiging ma?
A LU ?

Couldn’t there be love between them?

278
Na ni juéde rugud xiang ban shuitdng
AR5 A3 T SRAR AR K A

Well, if something like carrying a water bucket

279
hudzhé shi ban bingxiang zhézhdng dongxi
B S PR UK A XA A P
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or a refrigerator

280
hai yao nlihaizi qu zud dehua,
BT E M,

needs women to do,

281
na wo zhao zhége nanshéng yé meéiyoduyiyi le ya!
HRFRAR XA B AW EA B LT !

then, what’s the meaning of getting a man?!

282
Yinwei xianzai tamen ydu zugou de néngli a,
RIS IUAE AT 1 A2 9% PR E 7T,

Because they are capable

283
jingji fangmian bijiao duli le
ST T L BMAL T

and they are financially independent.

284
Weishénme jingji duali
N A GBS

Why does being financially independent

285
hui yingxiang tamen zhaoduixiang ne?
SIS ATT RO S W ?
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interfere with them looking for a partner?

286
Ké&néng... ni shud shéngnli dehua shi shud ta bu jiéhan de
AIRE... PRV IR A2 Ul AN S5 A

When you say “leftover women”, do you mean women that aren’t married

287
haishi shuo ta meéiyou paitud de?
I R B A At ?

or they are not dating?

288
Jitshi zhi... jiushi ni géi de dingyi shi shénmeyang de?
FURTE... BWURIREG I E SURH A RER) ?

What is your definition?

289
W4 juéde yinggai shi shuo jiéhtn ba
AT 1% U 45 A5 IE

| think it should be the ones that aren’t married.

290
Na shéngnii bu daibido ta méiydu paitud ba? | Dui
IR L AR A B AT AR HERE ? | XS

Being a “leftover women” doesn’t mean that they are not dating, right? | Right.

291
Jiushi méiyou jiéhun de
AR A SIS
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Women that aren’t married.

292

Na jiéhdn dehua
AR EE U HI1h

If they get married,

293
ta hui ydu yixié bijiao sudsui de shiging na
‘B — e LRI I A

there will be many trivial things that they need to deal with.

294
Na ni juéde tongchang yiban fumu duiyu ziji,
TR GEAFIE T — BCRE FH B,

Generally, to Chinese parents,

295

birti shud ta de nl'ér yijing hén da le,
it i LE e Rk T,

if their daughter is getting older,

296
hai méiydu jieéhln, dao le érshi gi, sanshi sui hai méiydu jiehln,
B LS, BT =S 45,

for example 27 or 30 years old, and still has not married,

297
tamen hui shi shénmeyang de xinqing?
A T2 AT AR O 2
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how will they feel about it?

298
Hén zhaoji ba
RE T

They will be very anxious.

299
Na tamen zhaoji ta hui ydu shénme bidoxian ma?
HRABA A St oA A B 2

How does it manifest itself?

300

PTnming curt a, ni yao qu jiéhdn

PreamfEm, fRE LIS

They just desperately push their daughter to get married.

301
Yiban jiu Zhongguo de fumad hui z&nyang qu cut?
— il b E A BE s B LA ?

Usually, how do Chinese parents push their daughters?

302
Xianggin lo
FHIR

Urge them to go on a date through matchmaking.

303
Jiu ta hui dui haizimen shud shénme? Qu cut
BT FAIwATA . AR
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I meant, what will they say to their children?

304
Yao tamen ganjin jiéhln na,
TR T B 45 A5

Just ask them to marry soon

305
zhao gé lingyiban zhéyangzi lo
ATy — XTI

and find themselves a partner.

306

Ni juéde tamen weishénme yao yizhi cui zhe
BT AT EEE

Why do you think that they keep urging

307
tamen de ni'ér jiéhan?
AT L ) LA S 2

their daughters to marry

308
Jiaru shub ta buxiang jiehdn dehua
A 5t AN AR 45 0 ) 1

if they don’t want to get married?

309
Ta juéde ydu y1 gé ban zhéyangzi,
A — MR

mandarincorner.org

52



What Do Chinese Really Think About “Leftover Women”?

The parents might feel that their daughter needs to find somebody

310
rang ta zhao ge ban ba
LA A

to be a companion.

311
Tongchang Zhdnggud de fumu, ragud shud tamen de ni'ér
T ERAEE, A R uARATT 2oL

Usually, when Chinese parents have a daughter that

312
dao le hén da de nianling hai méiydu jiéhdn,
B TARK R IE 1A 4508

has reached an older age and still not married,

313
tamen yiban hui ydu shénmeyang de xinqing?
AT — A AR ?

how will they feel about this?

314
Zh&oji lo
g

Anxious!

315
Kénéng yanhai de hui hao yidian,
ARSI ) 2 0 — R
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Perhaps, parents from costal cities will be a little better.

316

neilu yidian de chéngshi tamen jiu hui
P i — RS T AR Tl £

But people from inland, they might...

317
bird shuo tingdao biéren jia de haizi
EE eI 25 AN KK %1

For example, when they hear that other people’s kids

318
jié le han, shéng le haizi,
&7 ETET,

are already married and have babies,

319
ta jiu hui juéde,
e ts,

they might think to themselves:

320
aiya!l W6 shénmeshihou cai néng bao shang sinzi a?
MEF L Pt A BEH L fh-70p] 2

“When will | be able to get a grandson?!”

321
Ta jiu hui cut ta de haizi.
b il > HE A £ 5
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Then, they will urge their kids to get married.

322
Danshi kénéng ta de haizi zai yixian chéngshi,
(B AT B Ath £ 5 — 2R3 T

But, their kids might be working in a first-tier

323
yanhai chéngshi zai gongzuo,
TS T AE AT

or a costal city

324
meéiyou zhaodao héshi de,
BB EGIER,

and haven’t found the right person.

325
ranhou kénéng ta féngniangugjié huijia
N ELIN e SOl I

So, when they go home during holidays,

326
ji hui géi ta mingshi anshi,
L h i R R,

their parents might directly or indirectly indicate that (they should get married).

327
shénzhi giangpo ta qu rénshi yixié
H R Ra IR — L
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Or, they might even force their (daughter) to go meet a guy

328

ta jieshao de rén,
MR,

that they found for her,

329
buyiding héshi de rén.
A—EEERIN.

a guy that might not necessarily be the right person.

330
Ni shénbian ydu péngyou béi fumu cul, ranhou...
PR B0 RSB, A5 ...

Do you have friends that are being pushed by their parents, then...

331

You a! Hén dud a!
AW AR 2 !
Yes! Many!

332
W6 juéde chule wo zhiwai,
P FFER 1Lt

| think that besides me,

333
haiydu ta, wémen...
AR, AT
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and him... (her male friend who stood behind us.)

334

Dabufen ba, kénéng shi gé rén zhizhong ydu ba gé rén
REIE, ATReH M ANZHH NN

Probably, 8 in 10 people

335
dod hui béi fumu cut han,
AR L BHEE NS,

will be pushed to get married by their parents

336
na liang gé shi hén xingyun de, wd juéde
P RARSEIZ, e

and the two are the lucky ones.

337
Tamen fuma yTban shi z&€nme cur ta de?
AATIA B — R T A MRt 1 2

How do their parents usually urge them?

338
Cur1 a, jiushi wd ganggang shud de nayang a
EMRT, 591 2 8 P TR 25 S A Mo

Just like what | said before.

339
Ranhou hui géi ta jiéshao ma
RGeS 4R
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They will introduce her to somebody.

340
Jiushi yong jieshao lai daiti cuf,
e N AR

Basically, they replace pushing with introducing them a guy

341
yinwéi ta kdutéu de cut yijing méiydu yong le.
BRI 1 Sk i C 2 A H T .

because it won’t work if they just keep telling them to do it.

342

Ta jiu shud xing le, zhéyangzi jiu méiydu ranhou le
WhAECHAT 1, XRETEIRA A T

Their daughter might agree to it, but then, nothing happens.

343
Na ni péngyou shi shénmeyang de fanying?
TR A AT A FER SN ?

What are the reactions of your friends (to being pushed)?

344

Qishi tamen sutran zui shang shud de, hén fan
LSt AT AR _E UL, AR

Actually, although they say that they’re annoyed,

345
dan tamen haishi hui qu,
HATE R 2%,
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they might still go

346
ragud nage xiangqin de duixiang tamen juéde jiushi hai tinghao de.
AN SFRBASAHSE R0 G AT 58 45 S B ST 1) o

if they feel that the guy seems to be nice

347
Bird shuod kan le zhaopian juéde ké&yi jian yi jian,
i A 1A A A AL — L,

after seeing his picture and thinking that, why not just take a look.

348

tamen haishi hui qu de.
WAL 2

So, they will still go.

349
Haiydu jiushi tamen ziji hui yong naxié ruanjian rénshi
A R IATE S AR E AR AR

Also, they will use apps to meet people.

350

Jidoyobu ruanjian, shi ma? | Dui
AN, | X

Dating apps? | Right.

351
Léisi yu waiguo6 de nage shénmeTinder nazhdng
FALT A E R4 Tinder AA
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Similar to Tinder in the west.

352
Tongchang shéngni de fumu tamen hui shi shénmeyang de xinging,
T 22 (R S RHBA T 2 AT A RE R O

Usually, what will the parents of “leftover women” feel

353
hudzhé hui ydu shénme kanfa?
WA AEE?

or think about their daughter’s situation?

354
Yé yao kan buylyang de fumdu ba.
WEF A FERISCEEIE

That depends on the parents.

355
Ranhou wo ziji de fumd jiu bijiao nage yidian,
R IE I TR SRR LTI — 5,

My parents are more (open-minded)

356
ji méishénme sudwei a
SUBAT 2 BB ]

and don’t care that much.

357
Jiushishuo ni zhdodao ziji xihuan de jiu hao a, dui
AU YRS H BRI, X
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They feel that as long as | find someone | like, that’s good.

358
Méiydu cut guod ni?
AL R ?

They never pushed you?

359

Haihdo, wd bama haihao, bu cut
WhF, WEILIELF, AV

They are okay. They don't.

360

Bijiao kaiming? | Dui

EEROTRA? | X

They’re pretty open-minded, right? | Right.

361
Jiazhang kénding hui xiwang ni shi héo de.
FREE M B 1

Parents certainly hope the best for you.

362

Danshi youshihou tamen jiu hui juéde
(B2 A I i fh AT T gt < o 15

Sometimes, they might think that

363
ni yao zhao gé rén qu yikao haishi shénme
TREFRA NEWEFEL 24
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you need to find somebody to depend on.

364
Jiushi chdfadian shi hao de,
e R R LT

Their intention is good.

365

danshi kénéng jiushishud tamen...
{E & F] RERLZ B AtAT...

But perhaps, they...

366

Ni juéde zhé shi wéi ta de nli'ér hdo ma? Zhénzhéng de
PREAFIX A S 22 LI 2 BT

Do you really think that this is good for their daughters?

367

Kan gérén ba, jiushi méigerén de qingkuang dou buyiyang.

ENNIE, FUEREN AR LA,

That varies. Everyone has a different situation.

368
Ni bunéng yi pian gai quan ma
PRANEE LA A 426k

You can’t generalize.

369
Ni déi zhao y1 gé ni xihuan de rén,
PRI — MREIRIA,
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You need to find somebody you like

370
ér bushi yT gé jiangjiu guorizi de rén,
A — Mt BN,

and not compromise to just find anyone for the sake of marriage

371
yinwéi jié le hdn zdng hui lihdn...
FIPNECR S SEY

because if you get married

372
y& hui lihGin de ma, bt shihé
BB ISH, AEE

and he turns out to be the wrong person, you might still get a divorce.

373
Kénéng kan diqu ba,
Al REE Hu X e,

That depends on the region.

374
xiang Chao Shan nabian
BEIARL

For example, in the Chaoshan area (in Guangdong),

375
dod hui puibian juéde niihaizi yao z&o yidian chiijia,
o Hril AT LT 2R — i,
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most people feel that girls should get married early.

376
danshi zheé ji nian jiu wo ziji shénbian de laikan dehua,
B LFEM R A O 5L RRE R,

But in recent years, from my observation,

377
haoxiang Chao Shan de fumu hui bijiao kuanréng,
TP B A BE s BB TR 2

it seems that parents from Chaoshan region are getting more tolerant.

378
tamen hui juéde yuanfén dao le jiu xing le,
AT AR Z I 2 T 8T T,

Many of them feel that what will be, will be.

379

ranhou bu giangqiu

R JE A 5ER

They shouldn’t force it.

380
Danshi jiu wd gérén ér yan dehua, wo bama yé hui shuo,
ERBEAANM S HE, REGHH,

But for me, my parents said that

381
rugud wo sanshi sui hai meéiyou jieéhan,
IMRF =+ LA ES,
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if | am not married by 30 years old,

382
kénéng hui bt wd qu xiangqin.
A REiE AR

they might force me to go meet a guy through matchmaking.

383

Dui, ydukénéng
xf, HAHE

Right. It's possible.

384
Danshi wd hai méi dao nage nianling, jiu bu zhidao
ERILIERBRAERE, A FIE

But, | am not at that age yet. So, | don’t know.

385
Jiarua shud ta bt ni qu xiangqin,
BN eARE R 25 AH2E

If they do force you to meet a guy through matchmaking,

386
ni juéde ni hui shi shénmeyang de taidu
PRRAFIR S R AR A BE

what kind of attitude

387
hud shénmeyang de fanying?
BAT AR SN ?
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or reaction do you think you will have?

388
Na jiu qu xiangqin a!
TR 5 25 AH SRR |

Just go take a look!

389
Jian yT jian rén yé& méishénme buhao de

W= NABEA A AL

There is nothing wrong with taking a look at the person.

390
W0 xianzai shi zhéme xiang de.
FRILAE A IX A R8T -

This is how | think right now.

391
Ni ne?
fRWE 2

And you?

392

W4 dehua, rugud shi wé bama dehua,
WHITE, WAL E I,

Me? My parents

393

tamen yinggai yé hui juéde zao yidian jiarén bijiao hao.

AT th 2 S A5 — RN LERUS
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also feel that | should get married early.

394
Yinweéi wd you wen gud wo ba zhége wenti,
BN FRA )i w3 A )

| have asked my father this question,

395
ta juéde nlishéng érshi wii sui chijia bijido hao,
fi e A3 204 = T R LA

and he felt that it would be good for a girl to marry in her mid 20s.

396
ranhou ragud... kénéng wo bi ta hai yao zao yidian,
SRIGENAR. .. ATREIR L AL 25— £,

I might need to get married earlier than her.

397

ragud wo éershi wa sui jia bu chiqu dehua,
IR A TS A L,

If | don’t get married by 25,

398
tamen kénéng yé hui géi wd anpai xiangqin.

TR RE 2 2 R HER R

they (my parents) might set up a meeting with a guy through a matchmaker.

399
W4 yé bu paichi xiangqgin.
HAEAH TR
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I am not against “xiangqin” (seeing a guy through a matchmaker).

400
Weishénme érshi wu sui shi yT gé zuijia nianling?
N AT e — AR ?

Why is 25 the best age (for a marriage)?

401
W6 bu zhidao
FALHE

| don’t know.

402

Kénéng gén shéngyu fangmian yé ydu guanxi ba
A REERAS B 5 T A o5 R

This might be related to fertility.

403

Jiushishuo érshi wu sui zudyou shéng xiaohai
bl N e ¥ S AN

The thinking that being a 25-year-old

404
bijiao héshi zhiléi de,
bhEs Al K,

is the best age for having a baby

405
Shang yT1 béi rén de sixiang
E—FEANREAE
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is from the last generation.

406
Danshi wo gérén juéde méishénme
{EPRES MPNICE i &y oA

But personally, | don’t think that matters.

407

Weéishénme érshi wl sui shi shéngyu zuihdao?
ML TS R B &RIF?

Why is 25 the best age for having a baby?

408
Zhege érshi wu sui yinggai shi... bushi women de guandian
AT RAZR... ARBRATU S

This should be... This isn’t our thinking,

409
shi laoyibéi men de guandian ba
e TR g

but the older generation’s.

410
Kénéng ta gang jiang, shéngyu yé ydu y1 gé fangmian ba
AIREREN IR, AR E WA N5 T

Perhaps, like what she just said, fertility is one aspect.

411
Haiyou yT gé jiushi kénéng hén dud laoyibéi de rén
H MR EFTRIRZ Z—FEMA
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Another reason might be that many older people

412
hui juéde niihaizi jiushi jiarén hui bijiao h&o,
LRI LT RGN 2 T,

feel that it's better for girls to get married.

413
tamen hui zhéme xiang
fbAl 12X 448

They will think this way.

414
Danshi wo juéde bushi zheyang de
BRI IXFER

But, | don’t think so.

415
Jiarén bijiao hao?
IE YN =5 T

It's better to get married?

416
Dui a! Tamen hui juéde...
XTI AT 125845 .

Right! They feel...

417
jiushi nazhdng sudwei de nlihaizi
LA A T8 %1
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They have theories that

418
jilt yTnggai zénme zénme zud zhézhdng lundiao ma
HUSZ B A B A B R

girls should do this and that.

419
Tamen hui juéde niihaizi jiushi zai jia
A1 R LR

They feel that girls should just stay at home

420
xiangfdjiaozi hui bijiao hao.
MRHB T B .

to serve their husbands and take care of their babies.

421
Yoduyixié zhangbéi hui zhéme xiang
A RESKAM

Some parents will think this way.

422
Daochu géi tamen zhaoduixiang lo
FIALLE AT IS R

Look for a partner for them everywhere, of course!

423
Ni shénbian you méiydu péngyou mianlin zhe zhéyang de yali?
VR B I BCH I A I B XA 0 2
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Do you have friends that are facing this kind of pressure?

424
Qishi wd shénbian zanshi hai méiydu,
HSR S LI %H,

Actually, | don’t have any at the moment.

425
yinwéi wd shénbian de nlihaizi yaobu jiu. ..
Y3 SR 4% 5 EAH. .

Because girls around me either...

426
zai xianzai zhége nianling dui tamen laishud
FE AL X ANAE RS 1A 1ok

to them,

427
hai bing budao nage nianji ma,
M FEAS B HRAN TF L0,

they haven’t reached that age (for marriage),

428
suoyi qishi haishi bijiao shao de.
BT DL Sk 2 B D Y

so it's very rare.

429
Zh&oji, shanghug,
Eo. Bk
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They get anxious, angry

430

Zui gipao!

W !

and get blisters around their mouths!

Note: Chinese feel that anxiety leads to anger and blisters around the mouth.

431
Zhege weénti wo shi shén you tihui de,
XA ) R R TR 1R 2 1,

This question deeply resonates with me.

432
yinwéi wo ma zai wo... jiushishud kénéng gian jinian de shihou,
PN BRI LS. A Ve T BERT ) LA AR5

A few years ago, my mom

433

juéde ziji n{'ér bu choéu jia bu chiiqu nazhong,

AT H O UARIEAS H 280,

felt that her daughter didn’t need to worry about getting a husband.

434
danshi kénéng xianzai yijing bén san le ma,
B FTREILAE L& 78 = 1 Wik,

But now that | am getting close to 30,

435
ranhou fumu dehua zhén de jiushi kan dao y1 gé nanhaizi,
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SRR SCBH T H N BUE B BT

whenever my parents see a guy,

436
buguan shi shénme tiaojian,
NERA 224

regardless what kind of person he is,

437
juéde zhiyao nénggou ba nii'ér jia chaqu jit xing le.
WA R E R LIS E AT T .

they feel that as long as | can get married, that's good enough.

438

Danshi wdmen bingbu rénténg zhéyang.
ESRE A TIFFA A A .

But | don’t agree with this.

439
Zhishi shud duiyu fumu zhé kuai laijiang,
HAEVU T A BEX BRI,

It's just that as far as parents are concerned,

440
bing bushi hui qu fandui ta zud zhézhdng shiqing.
AR 22 PO X A A .

we shouldn’t oppose them in doing something like this (introducing a guy).

441
Danshi yao manman qu goutong,
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B 2% L,

But we need to communicate with them patiently

442
geén ta jiang wd xiangyao de shi shénme yangzi.
PRAM TR AR E A R AR T

and explain what kind of guy we want.

443
Méi yudao zhézhdng dongxi, yuanfén a, shi ba?
BB RXMARIY, G, JEng?

I haven’t met the right person, this requires luck. What can | do?

444

Hao, dazhu le
o, 1T
Okay! Stop!

445
You changshi gén tamen gou tonggud ma?
o ERAA 172 e e ?

Have you tried to talk to them about this?

446
Gou tdonggud, jingchang goutong a! Méiyong a!
VIR, A A R R

| have. All the time! But no use!

447
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Yduxié dehua shi bijiao fandui de,
A LR A PR

Some parents will strongly oppose it

448
jiushi xiwang tamen haishi yéu yT gé jiating hui bijiao hao yidian.
FE A IS T — R BE 2 BT — A

because they feel that it's a good thing that their daughters can have a family.

449
Danshi yduyixié ta jiu hui bijiao shuo jiu sui tamen de xiangfa lo
(B — Lo gl o BB U0l B 1t AT TP A8 %

But some parents might let them follow their own thinking.

450

Weishénme yidingyao jié le hin cai jiao hao?
A — B BESE T US4 LT

Why is it that only being married is a good thing?

451
Jiéhln zhihou jiu hui géi rén ydu y1zhdng anding de ganjué ba,
GOSN — i 8 1 I e

Because when you get married, it feels like you have a stable life.

452
jiushi ni méiydu jiéhan dehua,
AR 45 WS,

But if you haven’t married,

453
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jiu ganjué haishi yizhi zai piao zhe lo.
WL A — ELAE A 1

it feels like you're floating around.

454
Ni juéde Zhdngguo shéhui dui shéngnii de kanfé shi shénme?
PRo A5 b AL 20 ) 2 B VE R A7

In your opinion, how do Chinese society view “leftover women”?

455
W6 juéde xianzai yuélaiyué danhua le ba, zhége gainian
FAFILAE R T8, XA

| feel that this concept is becoming less and less pronounced.

456
Zhigian hui jingchang tingdao
Z T4 W 2|

| often heard about this before.

457
Xianzai shouxian k&néng zhége ci
PUAE 1 56 AT A X A1)

First of all, this term

458
yijing guo le yizhenzi le, bu liuxing le.
ezl y T T, ARITT .

already existed for a while and it's not as popular now.

459
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Ranhou di'er jiushi xianzai zhége shéhui duiyu bu jiéhan,
SRIG B8 R AR X M 2 0 T AN S S

Secondly, our society don’t care too much about people who don’t want to marry

460
shénzhi daling bu jiéhdn de niishéng yé& buhui name zaiyi
B2 RISAGEINH LA MASI A=

or even unmarried women that are at an older age.

461
huozhé buhui shud qu tébié ba ta Iin chdlai shud.
BUE AU R AR E A8 H R 1

| should say that society won't isolate this group and criticize them.

462
W0 juéde zhé shi gé hao xianxiang ba.
RAFX AN PRI

| feel that this is a good phenomenon (that society isn't criticizing “leftover women").

463
Dang ni bu ba ta téyi shud de shihou,
AARAIEE R B VLI,

When you don’t point at somebody in particular,

464
jil shuoming ta qishi gén dajia shi yiyang de
AUl e SR RS e —

it means that this person is the same as everyone else.

465
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Xiang wéilai kénéng tongxinglian
R RE A PR
Perhaps in the future, gay people

466
yé hui jiushi gén dajia pingqipingzud ba
o R PR S P AR R

will be equal with everybody else in society

467

Jia buhui zhuanmen...
AL

and no one is going to

468
haoxiang yizhdng jibing yiyang qu shud biéren, na yangzi lo
TR —Fhom — FER BN, R T

talk about them like they have some kind of disease.

469
Ydude rén juéde danshén yé shi,
ARSI,

Some people might also feel that a person who is single

470
kénéng juéde ta xinli ydu bing nazhdng ba
A e A0 B R A e

also has some kind of psychological problem.
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471
W6 bu zhidao a, wd juéde méiydu de
BAFITEW], B

| don’t know. | don’t agree with that.

472
Danshi wd juéde shéhui shang hui yéurén hui juéde
HREREMAS EaE A

But | think some people in society might have this opinion.

473
Sudyi ni juéde jiushi yT gé shéngnii dehua,
BT AR5 A5 & — AN 22 11

So, in your opinion,

474
ta zai shéhui shang hui you béi biéren qishi de qingkuang ma?
I AL 2 b o H B N BAIL1 1  ?

do “leftover women” get discriminated in society?

475
Yéu al
EELIR

Yes!

476
Erqi& jiu wo ziji laishud, wo juéde ragud wd danshén,
iR E Ok, TS w5,

For me personally, if | was single,
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477
ranhou biéren rugud hén én'ai dehua, wo yé hui juéde hén...
RGN WSRIR B ZHE, B EAIR. .

and | see other couples being affectionate, | would feel...

478
jiushi yéudeshihou juéde ziji ting can de
A KRR 54T 5 S

sometimes, | would feel miserable.

479
RUgU®... wd shi jidshe
wmR... ez

If... | was just using this as an example.

480
Danshi wo shi hén xianmu naxié
{HRFRBIR R HEH L

But | do envy girls that

481
yigérén yé& guo de hén hao de nlishéng de
— P NIRRT H Z A

can live well by themselves.

482
Danshi méigerén de xintai
EHRFEN AL

Everyone has a different attitude
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483
hé chéngzhang huanjing buytyang,
MBI A —FE,

and grew up in a different environment.

484
sudyi jiu dajia haishi anzhao ziji xihuan de fangshi guo ba.
FT AR ZE 2 1 IR B 2B Wy A e .

So, people should lead their lives the way they like.

485
Jitishi nlihaizi ma,
e WU,

You know, girls

486
bénlai jiu yinggai yao jiéhtn shéng xiaohai zhéyangzi lo
AR 1% G WS A NIRRT

are supposed to get married and have babies.

487
Jiu y1 gé chuanténg ba
L MEgE

It is just a tradition.

488
Sudyi xianzai bu jiehln dehua,
Ft CLERAE AN S5 08 (1) 1

So, if you don’t marry,
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489

kénéng shi dui Zhonggud chuantdng sixiang laishuo
A REAE NS [ A% 4 R AR AR

it might not go with

490
shi ydu yidian butai héshi.
el — HARGIE.

Chinese traditional thinking.

491
Yigian ba dajia jiushishud jiushi gé bidnyi ci,
DA IE K St 2 Ui il 2 AN S,

Before, people would regard this as a derogatory term.

492
wd juéde xianzai jiu nlixing jit yuélaiyué qiang de gingkuang xia,
FRAFIAE I LML HORAGB 5 B DL T

But | feel that as women are getting stronger,

493
juéde zhége ci yijing buzai shi gé bianyi ci.
WAFIX AN DA AN A

this is no longer a derogatory term.

494
Yinggai shi... jiushi dabufen shéngnii dou shi yinggai shi bijido...
VRSN VN1 R (I VAR

Most “leftover women” are probably
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495

H CATE R B 2 B R
doing pretty good financially.

496
Zhongguo shéhui dui shéngnl de kanfa
Hh [ 0 3 i

What is the opinion Chinese society have of “leftover women”?

497
W6 juéde qishi suizhe Zhonggud shehui fazhan
Hnt A5 HSehifi g o A 2 %

| think that as Chinese society gets

498
yuélaiyué hao de qingkuang xia,
RGBT

more and more developed,

499
women dul shéngnil yinggai shi... yinggai zhege cf,
AT LS. L%,

the term “leftover women”

500
woOmen yinggai géng qingxiangyu bushi y1 gé bianyi ci
FRAIRL 2 BT 1) T AN S — Mz 3]

will not be considered derogatory any more.
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501
Qishi wdmen rénshi dehua, hén dud géng pinqiong de diqa,
HYFRATRIE, RZ R ITHHIX,

In fact, from our understanding, many poorer areas

502
tamen dui zhége hanlian de nianling shi géng zéo de.
AT IS TN IS A PR A 10 2 B -

require an even earlier age for marriage.

503
Tebié ndéngcin diqu, shénzhi shi Feizhou diqu
AR A X, P52 R P X

Especially in rural areas or in Africa,

504
tamen kénéng shiji sui jiuyao jieéhdn le
AT RE+ L2 LB LU T

they might have to get married around 15 years old.

505
Késhi mianxiang yu jingji geng hao,
A A T4 5 B AT

But in more economically developed areas,

506
jiu bird wd shénbian de Xianggang, Aomén a,
NI EE=SultE SN A

for example, our neighbors, Hong Kong and Macao,
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507

tamen hén dud sanshi ji sui shi méiydu jieéhin de.
AR Z =+ L2 R B 8545

people there might still be single in their 30s.

508
Qishi jiushi ragud ni ziji néng dui ziji de shénghuo
Feseml 2 R B CREX B SR A

Actually, if you can manage your life

509
dali de hén hao dehua,
ITEASR IS,

very well on your own,

510
na ni zhao nanshéng kénéng zhishi y1 gé xinli shang de anwei
AR 55 A mT g e — OB B 2R

finding a guy is just for the purpose of having a companion

511
huozhé shi yT gé xihuan,
RN EX,

or because you like him.

512
ér bushi shud zhishi shud wo jingji shang...
AR U AR W RE T L.

I's not because that you are
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513
wo dao nage nianji le,
LEPAEL T,

at the so-called “right age” for marriage,

514
wo zaibu jiéhdn kénéng jiu you yali, gézhdng fangmian
RIS REA L0, &5

and if you don’t marry, you will face all kinds of pressures.

515

W0 juéde dajia geng yinggai qu zhao ziji xihuan de,
PWRAF KK B L% AR H CE XA,

| think that people should find somebody they like

516
ér bushi shud couhe qu zhao yi gé duixiang zhéyangzi.
MAE R R G LR DR RIZFET .

rather than getting a partner for the sake of it.

517
Kénéng nongcin jiu hui juéde shud
A REAR AT 2 A5 Ut

Perhaps in villages, people will feel that

518
dao le yiding de nianling le ma,
B 7 AR T,

once you reached a certain age,
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519
ranhou jiu déi jiehdn a shéng xiaohai a
IR 5 A 5 O A/ £

you have to get married and have babies.

520
jiu hdoxiang women Zhongguo de yixié chuantdng, zhéyangzi
AR IA T B — 2R 48, KR T

This is our Chinese tradition.

521
Kénéng bijiao dud Ioyibéi de rén jit hui juéde
AlRE R Z Z—ER A

Many older generation will feel that

522
chuanzongjiedai ba
flsr e

we need to have a son in order to carry on our family’s name.

523
Biéren wo bu zhidao,
ANFKAFNIE,

| don’t know about other people.

524
fanzhéng wd méiydu shénme kanfa.
BAEREA 2 F .

| don’t have any opinion!
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525
Zhege wo butai qingchu.
EALAKIEE -

This, | am not sure.

526
Danshi wd zhoubian de rén yé pubian juéde méishénme
B2 3 1 B N A8 3 e 43 A 4

But, most people around me don’t think that this is a big deal.

527
Jit rénshéng shi ziji de, ziji guo jiu hao le.
MANAERECK, HOEHET T .

Life is ours, just live our lives and that’s enough.

528
W0 juéde laoyTbéi dehua kénéng hui juéde
HAFE IR REZ AT

| think that the older generation might feel that

529
shéngnli shi yT gé bidnyi ci,
Pl L & — AW S,

“leftover women” is a derogatory term

530
juéde zhége nlirén k&nding shi ydu moéu fangmian de buh&o
WAFEA LN E Fe A 57 TH A GF

and thinking that there must be something wrong with this kind of women
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531

cai hui méiydu bei nanrén xuan shang.
AeBAEWINiL L.

that's why they didn’t get chosen by men.

532
Danshi wdmen nianqing yT béi de rén jiu hui juéde
HREAVER —ER N3

But, the younger generation will not think that

533
shéngnli gishi bushi yT gé bianyi ci
o 2 FLSEANSE — A L]

this term is derogatory.

534
Zai wo yan li, wd kénéng hui géng xiang shi zhongxing,
FERIRE, e BB PIE.

In my mind, this is more of a neutral

535
pian baoyi ci de nazhdéng
i 7 S 3] R o

or even a complimentary term

536
yinwéi shéngni tamen ydu zigodu de jingji néngli
PRI LA T 2 225t g

because “leftover women” have enough financial power
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537
ranhou qu rang ziji yigérén yé kéyi guo de hao
WaxRibE S — DA LS 154

and can live well by themselves.

538
yigerén yé kéyi yang de huo ziji
—MN WAL G E

They can support themselves.

539
wo juéde zhe shi wo xiangwang de,
P AFIX S I AL,

| feel that this kind of life is what | desire

540
shénzhi shi ydudian xianmu de yizhdng rén de nazhdng shénghud de ganjué.
FLE A RUR B — P IS Fe A= 3 PRS0

or even admire.

541
Ragud shud ni nénggodu chéngwéi yT ming shéngnd,
AN R BLRBEE BN — A T L,

If you become a “leftover woman”,

542
ni hui hén zihao ma?
PRI E 55 ?

will you feel proud,
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543
Ni ganggang you jiang ni juéde hén xianmu
PRI PR 5E AR 5% 5%

since you just said that you admire them?

544
Y& bushi ba
A ZIE

That’s not the case.

545

wo jiushi danchun de juéde tamen qishi gud de yé tinghao de,
TR B Al o A5 A AT S A5 B A £

| simply feel that they have a good life

546
buhui shud xiang laoyibéi na yangzi
A UAERE —FEIFET

and cannot consider it as a derogatory term

547
juéde shéngnli shi yT gé bianyi ci.
BEARI S A — A

as the older generation does.

548

Hao kélian yiyang de
TP AT —HERY

Like they are pitiful?

mandarincorner.org



What Do Chinese Really Think About “Leftover Women”?

549
Dui, gishi wo juéde bukeé lian
Xt HSERER[A A

Right. Actually, | don’t think they are pitiful.

550
Ni juéde ne?
TRBEATIE ?

What do you think?

551
W0 juéde zhé jinian haoxiang shéhui shang
WX VELF B2 b

| feel that in recent years, it seems that society

552
dui zhége shéngnii zhége wenti haoxiang kuanrong le yidian ba
X XN LA [ AR B T — R

has become more tolerant towards “leftover women”.

553
Qishi wo juéde shéngndj,
HSERw A 2,

In fact, people initially regarded the term “leftover women”

554
jiu y1 kaishi shuo shi bianyi
I AR N X

as derogatory.
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555
jiushi haishi nage wenti,
HUAEIE 2 AN 7] L,

This is the same problem as mentioned before

556
jiushi dajia sud renwéi de,
it KK PHA NI,

because it was thought that (everyone should get married)

557
shéhui fuyu de y1 geé yujing
FEER T B —ANESR

and this was a problem in the context of society.

558
Qishi shi méiydu biyao de.
HIR B 2.

In fact, it was unnecessary.

559
Dajia shénmeshihou jieéhln dou shi gérén de xuanzé ma
RGEAT I i 58 S 2 A N R 505

When a person gets married, it's solely his/her personal choice.

560
Ranhou haiydu yixié shénme mingxing a bushi ldoshi...
RIGIEAH — S tt AW EBA R 2.

Also, some celebrities are often
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561
jiushi dao sanshi ji méiydu jiéhan y& hui béi dajia cuT
el R e AN SRS R g N

urged to get married when they reach their 30s.

562
Danshi jinjinian wo kan haihao ba,
BRI VR I L IE,

But in recent years, | think it's getting better

563
dajia dou bijiao kuanrong le.
REHLEIEE T -

and people are more tolerant.

564
Xianzai dehua haishi fén diqu de ba
PRAE B 38 72 73 Hi [X P e

(The views on “leftover women”) still depends on the region.

565
Rugud ni shuo shi zai yixieé dachéngshi dehua,
A AR S AE — BRI T R 3

If you are talking about big cities,

566
tamen haishi bijiao you baoréng xin de.
AT 2 LE AT B D Y

people are relatively more tolerant.

mandarincorner.org

95



What Do Chinese Really Think About “Leftover Women”?

567
Danshi rugud ni zai yixié bijiao xiaode fanwéi a
{H2 A SRARAE — SE LL /NS Bl

But in some smaller areas, ...

568
Néngcun? | Dui
AT | Xt

Villages? | Yes.

569
Tamen haishi youyingxiang de
AT AT SR

people there are still influenced by (traditional thinking).

570
Jiushi tamen haishi juéde ni zaozao de jiéhan,
FUARARA T8 A HEAF AR L B 2545

Basically, they feel that it's good to get married early

571
ydu gé jia bijiao h&o
ANFK LR

and form a family.

572
Ni juéde shéngnl tamen ziji
R A3F AT E 2

In your opinion, what is the attitude that “leftover women”
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573
dui tamen mugian zhége zhuangtai de taidu
XF oA H RTIZ AR A BE

have of their situation?

574
shi wusudwei ne, haishi hui yé& hén zhaoji?
R LHTEE, EAESHIRER?

Do they feel that it’s not a big deal, or are they worried?

575
Yé bu suanshi zhaoji ba,
WA A,

| wouldn’t say that they're worried about it.

576

yinggai yé hui xiang zhao yi gé rén péi ziji,
VAR5 A NS Tl

But they probably also want to find somebody to be with.

577
bijing yinggai dabufen dou ting wénding de le,
L ANAL N 16 St

Most of them have a stable financial situation

578
yinggai yé shi gé shénghud de blichong ba.
12 9 AN A 3 R R AR

and finding a person is just an additional supplement to their lives.
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579
Yé suanshi gé zéngjia lequ de dongxi eryi
B I SRR ) ZR P T

This is something that offers them joy and fun in their lives, that’s all.

580
Jitshi zhaobudao jiu bu zhao le,
MAKABHAK T,

But it won’t matter if they cannot find one.

581
ragud zhao de dao jiu zhao
ARG 2l R

If they can, they can.

582
Dui a, jit yu de dao jiu yiqi,
XU, AT B —

Right. If they meet someone, they can stay with him.

583
yU budao jiu xian zhéyangzi lo
bl e v

But if not, then just let it be for now.

584
Yé yiyang la
W

Same here.
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585
Fanzhéng jiushi wo juéde shéngnli ta bénshén
SAE AL F 043 R Lt A B

In any case, | feel that there can be many reasons why

586
jiushi méiydu zhdodao, yuanyin hén dud
MERAEKRD], FRIRL

“leftover women” haven’t found the right person.

587
Kénéng shi jiushi...
AR ...

Maybe it was...

588
wo xiang tamen dui ziji yé shi yéu yaoqiu de,
PARUAT B D2 ER I,

| think that they probably have standards for themselves.

589
meéiyou péngdao, yujian rén yé bushi tamen xiang de
BARE] 38 A BAZE AT

I's not that they wouldn’t like to meet somebody.

590
ranhou women yinggai géi ta géng dud de kongjian,
IR AT 1% 45 2t B 22 )23 ]

So, we should give them more space
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591
ranhou yé buyao shud shénme shéngni
SR G AN BT 4R L

and not call them “leftover women”.

592

juéde ma&i gé nlishéng dou yinggai ydu ziji duli de jiazhi,

WAFERA WAL H QSN E,

| think that every woman should have her own values

593
bu yinggai shuo shi shéngxia géi biéren de
ANRLIZ Ui AT T 25 Y

and we shouldn’t say that they are “leftover”.

594
W0 dao juéde tamen néixin shi zhaoji de,

AN TEAFIATT Lo B

| actually think that in their minds, they are anxious and worried.

595
yinggai kénéng yé buxiang bidoxian chalai,
R 1% AT g AR I R

Probably, they just don’t want to show it.

596

juéde shi wusudwei lo.

AT TCHTIE .

So, they appear to be indifferent.
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597
Na jiran tamen zhaoji,
HRBEAR W AT T 2

Since they’re worried,

598
ni juéde tamen weishénme bu qu zhidong de,
PR AT LA E B,

why don’t they show more initiative

599
bird shud xiangqgin a qu zhaoduixiang ne?
EL i AH SRR 2 4R 6 R 0 2

and look for somebody, for example, try it with matchmaking?

600
Ganijué jiushi jingjiwenti lo,
JERDL HL AT 48 ] g

| feel that it's due to financial problems.

601
jiushi jingji shang kénéng yé buxiang
R EAT et A

Perhaps, they don’t want to share their money

602

geén rénjia féenxiang zhéyang lo
PRSI FE

with other people.
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603
ganjué ziji néng duli le ba
& 5 CREMAL T IE

They feel that they’re independent now.

604
Na ni shénbian you méiydu zhéyang de lizi?
HRAR B 10 A IR 52

Do you have friends that are like this?

605
Y&u a, you hén dud a
AW, HIRZ 0

Yes, many!

606
Kéyi fenxiang y1 liang gé ma?
AT LAY 55— A 2

Can you share one or two examples?

607
Ydu, youxié jiushi gadocéng a gao zhiwéi de,
A, AL R R,

Yes. Some of them are

608

jiushi gaoguan a zhéxié
HILE e B I X 4

at a high position
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609
tamen gongzuo bijiao mang,
AT A LA,

and they’re very busy.

610
érqié you jingji duli,
m HA &G,

Also, they’re financially independent

611
jiu buxiang zai jiéhun le.
AL T .

and so they don’t want to get married.

612
Erqi& laishud ziji y& shi bijiao fanmang de,
1M H R 3 H A2 EE BT,

In addition, because they’re busy,

613
y& méi shijian qu zhaogu lingyiban,
PRI T 25 R o —2F,

they don’t have time to take care of a guy

614

yé buxiang shéng xiaohai,

WA N,

and they don’t want to have babies.
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615
sudyi jiu méiydu jiéhan.
FT LA 4508 -

So, they have not married.

616
Qishi dabufen ragud ta yijing daling le hai méi jiéhin dehua,
FESERHR A i St L 22 RS 1 i G5 1S 1),

In fact, most women that are at an older age and still haven’t married

617
ta qishi xinli yijing shi xiguan le
IS0 B ARSI T

are already used to

618
zhézhdng yigérén de shénghuo le,
A=A NS T

living alone.

619

sudyi jiu haihdo.
P AL LS

So, they feel okay.

620

Rugud shi nazhdng ganggang hao shi shihdn nianling de,
AP SR T A P 475 3 G % £

But if they just reached the appropriate age for marriage,
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621
ranhou kénéng tamen hui bijiao zhaoji ba
SR F] REMRATT £ BB TUIE

they might feel worried and anxious.

622
jit sudwei de shihidn nianling
SR & A AP

| meant the so-called appropriate age for marriage.

623
Shihdn nianling shi dudda?
EISER R K?

How old is that?

624
W8 juéde... wd y& shi anzhao dajia shud de a
TAe... FAAR AR RS ]

According to what everyone says,

625
k&néng nlishéng érshi qi dao sanshi zudyou ba, zhéyangzi
ARe L E BB = A A, R

girls that are between 27 to 30 is appropriate for marriage.

626
Rugud tai da dehua, bird shud sanshi wu
WK KEIE, i =+

If she’s “too old”, for example, 35,
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627

shibushi jiu hén nan jia chaqu le? | Dui
AR 2 T2 | X

it will be very difficult for her to find a guy, right? | Right.

628

Méiydu, tamen kénéng juéde tongling de rén
BA, AT RE AT A I

Well, guys that are at their age

629
kénding hui zhdo xiao de ma
2 2N IR

will surely want to find somebody who is younger.

630
Ni shud nande hui zhdo xido yidian de niihaizi?
PRt I3 RN — R L 77

You mean guys will look for younger girls?

631

Dui a, téngling de nanshéng hui zhdo xidode niihaizi

XIS 55 A R N i T

Right. Guys at their age (around 35) will want younger girls.

632

Tamen de jingzhéngli hui méi name...

WA SE S BB 4 ..

They (women that are 35) will not be as competitive...
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633
Queéshi nshéng zai zhége shéngli jiégdu shang,
T SE L AR AEIX AN AR B A |,

Indeed, from a biological point of view,

634
sanshi sui zhthou kénéng hui mianlin zhe
=B AR R ImE

women that are over 30 might face

635
yixié shénti shang de shuaitui a, jinéng shang de
—LE B ik EREEIR, HLAE B

some kind of physical deterioration.

636
danshi y& yéu hén dud nlishéng dao le si wiishi sui
ERERBAERZ 42 T IUHL+2

However, there are many women that can

637
dou keep de hén hao de,
# keep 1R,

keep their bodies well into their 40s and 50s.

638

sudyi xiwang dajia kéyi zhéyangzi ba

JiT LA B2 RS AT A A1 IE

So, | hope that everyone can be like that.
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639
Y& yao kan butong de rén ba
WEH A F AL

That also depends on the person.

640

Kénéng youyixié rén juéde meéiydu shénme sudwei a

AR — S\ S A 4 FT

Some (“leftover women”) might not feel that it's such a big deal

641

Ziji yigérén man hao de.

HOo— MR .

and feel that it's pretty good to be single.

642
Kénéng youxiérén yé shi man zhaoji de, dui
A REA S N B S, XY

Some people might also be anxious and worried.

643
Ni gérén zhaoji ma?
RANE S ?

Do you feel anxious and worried?

644

W6 haihao.
AL LT

| am okay.
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645
Huibuhui danxin,
%Z:AK\?E‘D’

Do you worry that

646
bird shud dao le sanshi wu a, sishi sui dou hai zhdobudao?
teaniii 2 7 =+, PO # IR AR ?

you won't find the right person even when you reach 35 or 407?

647
Wusudweéi a, yigérén yé& man hao de, dui
TCHTEW, — AN, X

It doesn’t matter. Living alone is also pretty good.

648
Yduxierén hén ji, yduxiérén wusudwei de.
FENRE, HLEANTHIBER.

Some people are anxious, while others don’t care.

649
Ni cuT jiu cul lo, wo gud wo de, ni cut ni de ma
TRERL IS, FRAREHH,  PRAE IR AW

You can rush me all you want, | keep living my life my way.

650

Zhege déi kan rén ba, youxiérén shi zidong xuanzé de ma
EAMSEN, HL N2 H 3% FE

This depends on the person. Some people chose to be single
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651
ranhou yduyixie,
WAL,

and others

652
na jiu xiang ta gang shud de zhuixun aiqging a, shibushi?
R AR At ) 38 -2 1, AN

might be looking for their true love.

653
Na jiu shizhong yu budao, na yé méiyou banfa
Ao 2iE AR, W BA TriE

If they just can’t find the one, what can they do?

654
Ta ganzhaoji yé méiyong,
ot S,

It's no use if they get anxious and worried.

655
na jiu zhinéng xiangqin le.
TR A BEAR T o

So, their only choice is to try to find a guy through matchmaking.

656

W6 dehua chabudud ba, gén ta xiangfa yiyang.
WHITEZ A, ERMARTE—FE,

My thinking is about the same as hers.
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657
Yinggai shi bu zhaoji
B iZE A S

Probably, they’re not worried.

658
Ni shénbian you zhéyang de péngyou ma? | You
RS DE XA ? |

Do you have this kind of friends? | Yes.

659
Tamen shi shénmeyang de y1 gé zhuangkuang?
aAT TR AR — IR ?

What is their state of mind?

660
Jiushi bu zhaoji, ranhou jiu juéde haishi shungiziran.
HENE S RREL A2 B 2R

They just don’t feel worried and they let nature takes its course.

661
Ni juéde zai Zhonggud, zudwéi yT gé niirén, ta de zhtiyao mubido yinggai...
RAFAERE, EN—DZ N, i FEHRRZ...

In your opinion, a woman in China,

662

zhlyao de rénshéng mubiao yinggai shi shénme?
FEPNA HIRRLZAAT A7

what should be her main goal in life?
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663
Jiushi shéhui géi ta ding de yT gé mubiao shi shénme?
AL M E N — D HAR AT A2

To be clear, a goal that is set by society.

664
Shehui ding de,
fhe e,

If it was set by society,

665
wo juéde shi jiéhdn shéng haizi.
LRAF RN EZT

| think that the main goal is to get married and have babies.

666
Xianzai haishi zhéyangzi
BUEIE A XA T

It is still the case even now.

667
Sutran wdé mama hén kaifang,
BN IS AR TR,

Even though my mom is pretty open-minded,

668

danshi ta haishi gén wd shuo,
{2 i 2 PR AR 0t

she still tells me that
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669
ragud y1 gé nlrén bu shéng y1 gé haizi,
WMR=ANLZAAE—ANET,

if a woman doesn’t have a baby,

670
ta de rénshéng shi bu wanzhéng de.
AN A AN TE T

her life will be incomplete.

671

Sutran wo bushi hén réntdng ba,
EIRRARARI[FE,,

Though | don’t agree with it,

672
danshi dajia jiran dou name shud dehua,
1B KK BLARHRA A Ut 1%

since everyone says so,

673
na jiu zhishi y1 gé rénwu ba, wo juéde
HRHE A —MEFIE, I3

it is just a duty, | think.

674

Zhé shéng haizi duiwodlaishud
KA XK

Having babies is (a duty) for me.
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675
Name ni hui wéile wanchéng zhége rénwu
WANRE T FEEEAMESS

So, will you have a baby

676

ér qu shéng yT1 gé xiaohaizi ma?

M2 — AN ?

just for the purpose of fulfilling this duty?

677
Hui a!
NN

Yes!

678
W& ydu rénshi yT gé bijiao duli de nlixing, ta hén jiduan de
WA NR AL 2o, AR B i i)

I know a woman who is very independent and extreme.

679
Ta shud ta yihou zhi zhdo naxié
a5 dtn DA i S 4R L

She said that in the future, she would only find a guy

680

gaoxuéli, yan zhi gao,

= BUE S

who has high education, handsome,
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681
shéngao gao, shéncai hao de nanshéng,
Hem. SR SRE,

tall and has a nice body,

682
zhi gén ta jianli y1 gé jié zhdng de guanxi,
WAt S — MEFI R R,

and build a relationship for the sole purpose of borrowing his sperm

683

ranhou qu yong nage jishu shéng,
IRIG Z AR,

for a baby through technology.

684
ta ziji yé bu shéng,
it H DAV,

She won't carry the baby herself

685
yinweéi ta buxidng yingxiang ta de shéncai.
BRIt AN AR S M i B S 47

because she doesn’t want her body to be affected.

686

Zhé jiushi yT g& wé jian gud Zhdénggué nlixing zhizhdng zui...
K AR A ik

This woman has been the most...
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687
Mugian laishud sixiang duiyu zhé fangmian zui...
H Ak 5 AR T-1X 7 T ...

Her thinking has been the most... so far...

688
Kaifang? | Dui, zui kaifang de yT gé nlishéng
TR | X, IR — ANk

Open-minded? | Right. The most open-minded woman.

689
NI hui yinwéi wanchéng renwu ér qu shéng yT gé xiaohaizi? | Hui a
RN FTERAES T EE AN NET? | =W

So, you will have a baby for the purpose of fulfilling your duty? | Yes.

690

Na zheyangzi ni zhén de hui kuailé ma?
HRRFE TR BRI ?

Will you really be happy?

691
Yao dai xiaohai hén xinku a!
T NZAR T L

It's gonna be very hard to bring up a child!

692
W4 juéde qishi rén shi huibian de ba
AR LN R AR
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Actually, | think people change.

693

Hén dud rén hui gén wd shuo, ni dai haizi suiran hén xinku,

IREZ NS, IR T BOMR ¥,

Many people tell me that even though it's hard to bring up a baby,

694
danshi ta hai hui géi ni hén dud huanlé ba
{E AL 2 45 VR IR 22 RORIE

it will bring you a lot of joy.

695
Dangran wo yé bushi chong zhe nage huanle,
LIREATE IR,

But of course, | won'’t do it just for the joy.

696
wO zhi juéde jil wanchéng rénwu ba
A AT LS AT S5 IE

| just feel that it's a duty.

697
Jiu bu béi cuf le, shi ba?
BN T, 2

So, you won'’t be pushed to have a baby any more, right?

698
Danshi... jiu xiang wo yigian hén tdoyan mao,
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B AR CARTIR IS R,

But... Before, | used to hate cats,

699

danshi wo yang le mao zhthou, wo yé& hén xihuan na zhi mao.

HRRFE TG, ARV A .
but after | got a cat, | started to like that cat.

700
Shi yi gé daoli, wd juéde
e EH, Rk

This is the same logic, | think.

701

Hao... xiwang ni yihdu shéng le zhthou ni hén xihuan ta.

GF... fBARUE A T 2 S5 VRAR B XA o
Okay! | hope that you will love your future baby!

702
Fanzheng xianzai yé shi xiandai shéhui le,
SAEBEB RS T

It's modern society now

703
yé bu xiang yigian de jiu shéhui
WA LARTH IH#E 2

and unlike the old society,

704
hén dud jiushi rang ta ziji qu zhuigiu
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(CEZIV IR SIS S ERN

it allows women to pursuit

705

ta ziji xiangyao de shénghuo,
oty AR E A,

the life they want.

706
zhé yé shi xiandai de nlirén de xiangfa
XA IACH L NHIARE

This is also the thinking of modern women.

707

W6 juéde rugud shi zhengchang dehua,
AT R IE I,

| think that normally,

708
xianzai an zhége shéhui laishud gishi yé buyaojin le,
IAEAZX AL SR UL S AT

it's actually not a big deal for current society.

709
fanzhéng yé buyiding yao wanméi de qu jiéhadn.
SAEWHA—E E5E KK R4S

People don’t need to get married to have the perfect life.

710
NI juéde zai Zhdngguo a, jiu Zhonggud de shéhui

mandarincorner.org 119



What Do Chinese Really Think About “Leftover Women”?

PRVEAFAE T R, ol o (R A 2

In your opinion, in Chinese society

711

Zudwéi yT gé nirén,

YEN—D LN,
as a woman,
712

ta de zhongji de rénshéng mubiao yinggai shi shénme?
IR ERS AW S E R AN VA Y § o/

what should be her ultimate goal in life?

713
Shi jiéhtn shéngzi ne?
FELUSE T ?

Is it getting married and having babies

714
Haishi shud yinggai zhuiqiu rang tamen kuailé de shiqing,
S N AZIE SR A TR SR 1

or pursuing what makes her happy,

715
napa zhe yiweéizhe tamen kénéng yao danshén?
MR 3K R At AT T RT R B B 2

even if it means that they might need to be single?

716
Kaixin jiu hao, ganjué shi
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ALYt/ PR, S e

As long as she is happy, | feel it's okay.

717
Yinweéi ni shud qu budao... bushi
BRI RA R AR

Because if you can’t find

718
jia budao y1 gé hao de nanrén, qishi...
BAR|—ANFRISH N, Hsk..

a good man to marry,

719
jiu bu kaixin a, yé méiydushénme yiyi.

AT O], BERAH AR

you might not be happy and the marriage will be meaningless.

720
Y1yang ba
— e

Same here.

721
W4 juéde rénshéng zhége mingti hén da,
FAF N A A A R K,

| think that “life” is a big topic to discuss.

722
danshi gishi wulun wd zhuangian yé hao, jiéhln yé hao,
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(BRI RN Ly, Z5U5thr,

However, whether we make money or get married,

723
zhong qi sudydu dou shi wéile ziji kaixin
KHPTEHREAT @I

we do it to make ourselves happy.

724
Xianzai jiabao a shénme
UAE K B4

Nowadays, news about domestic violence

725
gézhdng chigui xinwén zhéme dud, shi ba?
BRI A%, 2?2

and cheating continues to be reported.

726

Ni zhaodao nanshéng buhéshi, yé shi gud de bu kaixin.
RIRBI FAEAGE, WEEH/AITL.

If you find a guy that doesn’t suit you, you will be unhappy.

727
Sudyi haishi jiushi zuo ziji xihuan de shiging jiu hao le
T LAIE R R E OB RS AT T

So, it’s good to do what you like to do.

728
W0 juéde shi yao hué chi ziji, hud chi jingcai
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HmeEE A, WHHE

| think that we should live our lives and live it fully.

729
Qima ni juéde dao ni ldo de shihou
FER R A/ 5 45 SR 22 T Pk

At least, when you are old

730
huigu zhe yishéng méiydu shénme yihan.
[ I — AR A AT AT

and look back at your life, there will be no regrets.

731
Kaikai xinxin de gud, méiydu shénme juéde houhui de,
TGOt A H AT S,

Live happily and have nothing to regret.

732

ranhou shénghud yé man hao de, zhéyangzi
e TR AR, XRET

And that will be a good life.

733
Ni ziji ydu méiydushénme...
RECAEBRAEH 4.

Have you set any

734
géi ziji de rénshéng ding y1 gé mubiao?
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HHOCHWANEE P HR?

goals for yourself in life?

735
Y& méiydu shénme mubiao a
WBEA 4 H AR

There isn’'t any goals in particular.

736
Ranhou xianzai yé shi juéde yé shi zai jinxing zhong de,
IR )5 IUAE A 543 R AEHEAT T Y,

There are some goals that | am trying to achieve now.

737
bird shud qu dud yidian difang kaikuo yixia yanjié a,
EEani5t 25 22— 7 I e — T IR S,

For example, visiting more places to broaden my horizons

738
méinian qu gé lidng san ci lliyéu a, zhéyangzi, dui
FEE RN = ORI, X FET, X

and traveling two or three times a year.

739
Yinrén'éryi ba
PRI T 57 e

It varies from person to person.

740
Méigerén dui kuailé de xiangfa buytyang,
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T NSRS ARVE A —HE

Everyone has a different definition for happiness.

741
na youxiérén jiehan shéngzi yé hui juéde hén kuailé,
A e NGEUS A T AR PUR,

Some people think that getting married and having a baby is happiness.

742
huozhé shud zao yidian yudao dui de rén le,
B i — R EF N T

When you meet the right person early,

743
na jiehan yé shi y1 gé qushi ba
IREEUS 2 — s

getting married will be a natural development

744
Jit dao y1 gé jieduan hui zhéngchang fazhan de y1 gé shiqging.
LB B IEE KRR — A .

and it is something that is normal at a certain stage in life.

745
Zai Zhdnggud, zudweéi yT gé nlirén,
EHE, =M,

As a woman in China,

746
ni juéde ta de zhlyao de rénshéng mubiao yinggai shi shénme?
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PRUEAF U ) N HAR R %2447

what should be her main goal in life?

747
Shi jiéhln shéngzi ne
S SN T e

Is it getting married and having babies

748
haishi shud zhuigiu tamen xiangyao de rénshéng?
A Y IE SR A AT AR L N A2

or pursuing the kind of life she wants?

749
Houzhé

Ja&
The latter.

750
Weéishénme?
NATA?
Why?

751
Na rén huo yishi kénding shi weéile ziji ma
WNFE—HEERN T B Ok

We only live once, for sure we should live our lives for ourselves.

752
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Méiydu biyao weéile biéren qu weiqu ziji, jiangjiu ziji ma
BHVERNTHMANEZEACD, KHtE ok

There is no need to compromise yourself for others.

753
Jiu zhége vyisi bei
FLIX AN R

That's it!

754
W& juéde nlrén de jichd, ta shduxian shi gé rén,
TR NI R, hE kRN,

| think that a woman is first of all an individual

755
ta shi you duli réngé de.
It A BT NAE T

who has her own identity.

756
Ta zudweéi y1 ge rén, ta de zhuiqiu jiushi zhiydu ziji de zhuiqiu a,
AR —AN, BB SRR N CRE KT,

As a person, she should pursuit what she wants to pursuit.

757
yé& méiydu shuo yidingyao zénme z&nmeyang de
MEA Y —EEEABEARN

She doesn’t have to be a certain way.
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758
Jiushi ta ydu ziji de mengxiang ta jiu qu zhuiqiu,
He A H ORI Rt 258 5K,

If she has a dream, she should pursuit it.

759
méiyou shuo shénme ying bu yinggai zuo de shi.

BOH VAT AN ASLZ A 5 o

There isn’t anything that she should or shouldn’t do.

760
W6 de xiangfa gén ta yiyang,
I AR IR PR It —FF

My thinking is the same as hers.

761
yinwéi wd ziji b&nshén yé& shi yT gé niishéng,
AR HECA S R —A 24,

Since | am also a woman,

762
ragud ni wén wod shud zudwéi yT gé niirén,
WRAR A R BAE N —A LN,

if you ask me that as a woman,

763
shibushi yinggai jiu zai jia xiangfujiaozi,
e AT NAZ I AE ZAH R T

should | stay at home and be a wife and a mother,
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764
jil yTnggai jiéhan zénme zénmeyang de,
NI B4 B AR,

get married,

765

wd juéde zhéxié dou shi dui nlixing de yizhdng gishi ba.

FGE I LA X L R — B AR E

| think that this is a discrimination against women.

766
W0 ydu wo ziji de méngxiang,
FAELAE WA,

| have my own dreams

767
you wo ziji de xiangyao qu shixian de dongxi,
AR E CHARZE LSRR Y,

and goals that | want to achieve.

768
wo juéde zhé hui géngjia de shud de guoqu.
B S SEE S IR S SO

This, | feel makes more sense.

769
Na ni juéde rugud yT gé nlhaizi,
AR BAF MR — N LT
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So, as a woman,

770
ta zhe yibeizi dou méiyou jié gud han, méiydu shéng guo haizi,
IIX — 35 THERE S, R T,

if she doesn’t marry and have babies in her life,

771
shibushi jiu suan yT gé bu wanzhéng de rénshéng?
FANRME DA TEEE R NA?

will this be considered an incomplete life?

772

Dui! W6 juéde bugou wanméi ba.

XF L RGN TE LI

Right! | don’t think that's perfect (to not have babies).

773
Nirén yinggai yao wanméi lo.
LY NIRE SRES N

Women should be perfect!

774
Jiéhtn, shéng xiaohai, yinggai shi zhéyang ba
SEUS. RN, LR IXRENE

Getting married and having babies (should be the “perfect’ life).

775
Na chule jieéhin, shéng xiaohai,
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RER 74508 AN,

Besides getting married and having babies,

776
haiyou qita de fangshi kéyi shixian y1 gé wanzhéng de rénshéng ma?
A FE 77 AT PLSEI — A e B N AR 2

is there any other way to achieve a complete life?

777
W0 juéde Zhonggud laishud yinggai shi zheyangzi shi wanméi de
Foe 45 v [E R Ui M AE XA T 8 3R 1

| think that as far as China is concerned, that’s the case.

778
Danshi qita fangfa wd ganjué haoxiang méi zhaodao
BRI B IR R R 3

But other ways? | haven’t found one.

779
YT gé meiyou jié gud han,
— A S

A woman who has never married

780
méiydu shéng guo haizi de nlirén ké&néng shi bu wanzhéng de,
BA A EZT L N AT R A eI,

nor had babies is incomplete,

781
ni rénténg zhé ju hua ma?
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PR R IX AT ?

do you agree with this?

782

Bu rénténg ba
ESNGL
No, | don't.

783
Jit 15oyibéi de xiangf,
WME— R,

This is the older generation’s thinking.

784
jiushi juéde nirén jiu yinggai jiéhan shéngzi,
AR WAF L N RS IS

They feel that women should always get married

785
mianyan houdai.
SRIE AR

and have babies to carry on the family’s name.

786

Danshi wo juéde zhe sixiang zhén de tai 1do le!
HRTAF X EAERRE T !

But | think that this thinking is just too old!

787

Jiu xianzai jiu shixian jiazhi de fangshi you hén dud.
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HIAE LA T AR Z .

Nowadays, there are many ways to realize a person’s value.

788
Bira shuo?
Eb dnid 2

For example?

789
Jiushishuo wanchéng ziji de mengxiang ba,
U U 8 A E T AR AEIE,

Realize your dreams,

790
zud xiang zuo de shiging, qu llyéu shénmede
AR ) s, BRI 41

do what you want to do, go travel and so on.

791
Dou kéyi qu zuo
TIPS i

You can do all this.

792
Ni you méiyou gérén de yixié xiangyao shixian de mengxiang?
PR A NI — L AR ZLSEI O AF AR 2

Do you have dreams that you want to realize?

793
Meéngxiang...
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B

Dreams?

794
jiushi xiang zai y1 fén zhiyé shangmian jiu zud de hén chase,
R AR — O BRO B AR

| just want to be really good in my career,

795
ranhou ziji y& k&yi... jit ziji k&yi daochu qu wén a zhilei de ba
SNEH WA BLL. Bt E ST PAE AL Dol 2 2 1 e

| can go travel around, and things like that.

796
W6 juéde jiushi rén bénlai jiazhi jiu bushi shud
AR AARME ARV

| don’t think that anyone’s value should be measured

797
shi chuanzongjieédai de,
Fe SR RACHY,

in the person’s willingness to have babies to carry a family name.

798
zhe yinggai shi laoyibéi de yT gé xiangfa.
XN —FE M,

This is the older generation’s thinking.

799
Ranhou dehua...

mandarincorner.org

134



What Do Chinese Really Think About “Leftover Women”?

SR
And...

800
ni buk&néng shud yT gé hén waida de nl kéxugjia,
IRATTBE W — MR KB LR 51,

Can you say that a great female scientist

801
ta méiydu shéng guo haizi, ta jiu bugdu wanzhéng de rén
A N T, WA e

who has never had babies is incomplete?

802

W4 bu rentong | Wéishénme?
HAINE | Ffta

| don’t agree. | Why?

803
W juéde xianzai xinshidai de niixing,
FRAEAF AL AR 22 1k

| think that women in this age

804
ta ydu ziji de zhége shiye, ybu ziji de shenghuo,
A H SRS, A EH O,

have their own career and life

805
jiu buytding yao shénme yikao nanrén hudzhé zénmeyang a

mandarincorner.org

135



What Do Chinese Really Think About “Leftover Women”?

B8 BAT A MEE T N B B AR

and they don’t necessarily need to depend on men.

806
Kénéng yudao y1 gé héshi de,
A REE ] — M EIEH]

If they happen to meet the right one,

807
na hai... zhe yibéizi hai guo de man hao
k... X ISR

then their life will be good.

808
Na rugud yudao y1 gé buhéshi de,
IR B S| — DA G,

But if they run into the wrong man,

809
na zhe yibéizi na bu jiu géng zaogao ma?
R IZ — 357 AN i R R 2

isn’t that terrible for the rest of her life?

810
YT gé méiydu jié gud hin,
— A SIS,

A woman who has never married

811
méiydu shéng guo haizi de nlirén shi bu wanzhéng de,
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BAAEE T L NRATERN,

nor had babies is incomplete,

812
ni réntong zhé ju hua ma?
PRI [RIX A1) 2

do you agree with this?

813
Weéishénme?
N4
Why?

814
Weéishénme yidingyao shéng le xidohai cai wanzhéng a?
AT A — BB T /NET 5E B ?

Why do they have to have babies in order to be complete?

815
Kénéng wd nianling méi dao ba,
A eI AR T e,

Perhaps because | haven’t reached that age,

816
wo juéde xiaohai géng dud shi y1 gé fudan.
LA NZF L % — M,

| feel that kids are more like a burden.

817
Ni juéde hén dud rén yé shi gén ni zhéyang de xiangfa ma?
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PRAAFAR 22 N FRARIX A (1 AR 2

Do you think that many people have the same thinking as yours?

818
Jitshi ni de péngyou
AR A

I meant, your friends?

819
Zui gima wo shénbian de dou shi
LAY B AT

At least, all my friends do.

820
Nlixing péngyou?
YRR ?

Female friends?

821
W06 dangran shi butong yi del
AR FER !

Of course, | disagree!

822

W6 juéde zhéyangzi de shudfa bénshén
FRAFIXRE T HI Ui A B

| think that this saying itself

823
jiushi yizhdng dui nlixing de gishi, wé...
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e — Ao R, 3R

is a discrimination against women.

824
Rugud ydurén zhéyangzi gen wd shuo,
R NIRRT ER I UL

If someone says this to me,

825
wo kénéng hui gén ta chaojia.
AT Re b 4e.

I might argue with him/her.

826

Rugud ni fumu dui ni shud ne?
U ER AR A BERS AR Ui W 2

What if you parents tell you that?

827
Na wod yé hui gén tamen chao!
AR A 2 FRABATT !

| will argue with them, too!

828
Jit zhege xiangfa bénlai jiushi hén budui de, wo juéde
LA RIEARZ RAIS Y, BT

Because | feel that this thinking is wrong.

829
W4 gén ta xiang de chabudud ba
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FERM AR B ZE A2 T

My thinking is about the same as hers.

830
Yinwei wo haishi na ju hua,
PR RIS R A

| still say the same thing

831
jiushi gérén you gérén de xuanzé ma
R M NEE R W DBV E

and that is everyone has their own choice.

832
Méiydu shénme rénshéng shi you sudéwei de wanméi
BAH A NA A BB 73

Nobody'’s life is so-called perfect

833

hudzhé shi shénme ydu quéhan de

B R A SRR
or imperfect.
834

Jiv dajia dou buyiyang
MR KABA—FF

Everyone is different.

835
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Na ni juéde rén yidingyao jiéhiin ma?
HARGEAF N — & B IS ?

Do you think that people must get married?

836
Jiushi zhé yibeizi yidingyao jié yici hiin ma?
HUEIX — 251 B IR ?

Do we have to be married at least once in our lives?

837
Bu xdyao a!
N 2

No need!

838
Weéishénme?
N4

Why not?

839
Jiushi... fanzhéng bu xdyao na y1 zhi hinyué ba qu yuéshu ziji
... RIEATER—MRISLELLKRE D

It's just... In any case, we don’t need the marriage certificate to control us.

840

Na jiard fumu hui yizhi cur,
IR A B2 — ELfE

What if your parents keep pushing you to marry

841
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tamen juéde hén zhaoji,
A AR RAE 2

because they are feeling anxious

842
yidingyao tamen de nii'ér jiéhan ne?
— B BT 2 ) L85 WS ?

and they desperately want you to get married?

843

Na wo juéde zhé ydukénéng hui zaochéng buhado de shi ba
HRILAEAFIXA 7T B 238 A g

| think that it will possibly lead to something bad.

844
BirG yinwéi zhaoji jiéhan
Han R o S U

For example, if someone rushes into a marriage

845
ér méiyodu rénqing biéren,
MEANEN,

without knowing the person well,

846
ranhou qu jié le han jiu hui shi hén da de yingxiang.
RIG R85 T IS AR R B FEN o

the marriage might be affected (in a negative way).

847
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Ju gé lizi a, jiushi jidru ni de fuma cut ni jiehln,
AT, 5 R AR R S B R 5 4

For example, if your parents push you to marry,

848
ni hui dui tdmen shud shénme?
PREFTAT AT 4 2

what will you say to them?

849
W3 de fumu buhui!
RIRE 2

My parents won’t (push me)!

850

W6 juéde shi wanquan kéyi bu jiéhdn de.
AT 7 4 i AN S 051

| think that it's totally okay to not marry.

851
Gudai you san qr si qie,
HAA =FE Y%,

In ancient times, men could have several wives

852
ta kénéng jié ji ci han.
b PTRELE J LGS -

and get married many times.

853
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Na xianzai women dao xiandai shehui,
HEIAEFRAT B A 2%,

But in modern society,

854
women yinggai yong xin de guannian kan zhege shiqing.
FAIRLZ I HT IS E XA F .

we should look at this through a new perspective.

855
Women zhaodao ziji xihuan de rén,
FTALEH D EXRHIN,

If we find a person we like,

856
xiang gén ta yong y1 gé kénéng giyué de fangshi ydngyuan zaiyigi ma,
RE PR At FH — > AT e 3220 1) 7 TR £E — 2R

we can be with each other by “signing a contract”,

857
na women qu jiéhadn a.
HRFATT 22 S5 450

we can go and get married.

858
Zhebu yinggai shi yT gé zhongdian, ér zhishi yT gé gudchéng
REARZR—ANER, AR

But this shouldn’t be the end. Instead, it should be a journey.

859
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Jitshi woémen rang wdmen de aiqing zai jiashang yT1 gé qgiyué,

HUE A TLEFATI 52 1 f N — 43227,

Basically, we add a contract to our relationship.

860

bing bushi shué wémen dao le jiehin women jiu jiéshu le,

HARUIATE] T UG EATREE R T

I's not that marriage is our end

861
woOmen rénshéng jiu wanzhéng le.
TAINAEFTEET .

and our life is complete.

862
Bing bushi zhéyangzi.
HATRIXFET

That’s not the case.

863
W4 hé ta xiangfa yiyang.
FAMB AR —FE

My thinking is the same as his.

864
Buyiding al
AN W !

Not necessarily!

865
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Jit xiang Zhonggué de téngxinglian, tamen méibanfa jiéhdn na
AR E R FPEAS, AT INE S LS TR

For example, gay people in China cannot get married.

866

Tamen yé shi rén na, dui ba?
ATt AR, X IE 2

They are people, right?

867
Zhiyu wo, wo jiu juéde tan yibeizi lian'ai
ETE, AR —FETEE

As for me, | think that being in a relationship (without marriage)

868
shi zui lixiang de zhuangtai
J2 i FRAR (RIS

is the most ideal state.

869
Na ragud gén... ni gén zhége nanshéng hén xiang'ai dehua,
ARUNRER... PRERIXAS B AEARAH I,

If you really love the guy,

870
na wéishénme bu jiéhin ne?
AR A NG5 ?

why don’t you marry him?

871
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Tanlian'ai gén jiéhan buyiyang al
RN FZ PREEUSAS— ] |

Dating is different from marriage!

872
Y&6u shénme butong de?
A AR ?

What is the difference?

873
Hui ydu nage jiating de hén dud...
KA FERIRZ ...

Getting married will have many...

874
jiushi liang ge jiazu de shiqging la
SIS AN SR I A

it will be between two families.

875
Xianzai tanlian'ai de shihou
BUAE BRI B Ak

When | am dating (and not married),

876
wo xiang qu nar wan jiu qu nar wan a,
AR LI )L st 208 ) Lo,

| can go wherever | feel like going.

877
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na yihou ni féngniangugjié,
A LG ARIEA T,

Also after marriage, during festivals,

878
ni you yao xiang zhe mai dian dongxi

PROCEAEA K R ARG

you will always need to think about buying some stuff

879
qu xiaojing yixia laorénjia, zheyangzi
RFM—TZANK, XFET

to show your love for both parents.

880
Hén mafan de ma!
AR JRRTT PR !

What a hassle!

881
W6 juéde shi yidingyao de.
AT ie —E EHH.

| think that people need to (get married).

882
W0 de guannian haishi bijiao chuantdng de.
I I A LR GE -

I am actually pretty traditional.
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883
Weéishénme?
N4
Why?

884
Jitl chuantdng guannian ba
AL G e

Because it’s a tradition.

885
Jiu jiéhdn jiu xiangdangyu ziji rénshéng de y1 gé bijing jieduan lo
A IS 2T H S NER— 2 B

Marriage is a stage in life that everyone must experience.

886
Na jiard shud ni méiyéu zhaodao héshi de ne?
HRABR AN BRI A $R 2 & & H e ?

What if you cannot find the right person?

887
Na jit jixts zhdo ma!
TS 5k 2k 5 R AR !

Then, keep on looking!

888
Zhaodao sanshi, sishi shénzhi wushi dou ydukénéng lo
FLEFN = A W2 T T R

It's quite possible that | will keep looking until | am 30, 40 or even 50.

mandarincorner.org 149



What Do Chinese Really Think About “Leftover Women”?

889
Guod hao ziji jiu hdo le
JUR/SR =R N S

Just live your life!

890
Rénshéng buyiding féiyao jiéhan, buyiding féiyao tanlian'ai de ma
NAEAR— AR BEEE, A BRI (10

People don’t have to marry or date.

891
Nirén yinggai shi ba, yinggai shi yao jiéhdn ba
L' YNVAL S WAL P 2o

If it was women, yes! Women should marry.

892
Rugud shud rang nimen gé&i shéngni men yixié jianyi,
IRV VRATT S R A T — L L,

If you were to give “leftover women” some advice

893
hudzhé shi dui tdmen shuod didn shénme, na hui shi shénme?
BCH R WA U s A4, B R A A2

or say something to them, what would it be?

894
W6 hui shud, wod hén xianmu nimen
Faut, WIRFZFR

| will say: “I envy you!”.
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895

Nimen yao nuli xinzhao ziji de Mr.Right
PRAITEESS 73534k H © 1) Mr.Right

You should keep trying to find your Mr. Right.

896
Danshi rugud zhdobudao dehua yé méiyduguanxi,
BR WA B R H KR,

But if you cannot find him, it won’t matter.

897
nimen ziji yé hui gud de hén hao.
PRATH St BT

You can live your life well on your own.

898
W06 hui xiang dui tamen shud,
ToAEXT AT,

| want to tell them that

899
jiushi xiwang tamen jiushi jianchi ziji rénwéi zhéngqué de shiging,
AU A A TR B B SN IE R RIS

I hope they can insist on things they feel are right

900

ranhou ydnggan de zhuixun ziji de mengxiang jiu kéyi le.
R )G BEOHIE S H SRS AT L T

and be brave in pursuing their dreams.
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901
buyong qu tai zaiyi biéren de yixié shudfa a shénmede,
AN 2 RAE RO A — e i i A A 1

No need to care too much what other people say.

902
zud hio Ziji jit xing le.
iy 5 AT 1.

Just be yourself.

903

W6 juéde xianzai ma, rugud ni zai Zhonggudé dehua,
FOAFILAEMR, A R ARAE 135

| think that if you are in China,

904
wd juéde ni haishi yao jiehan bijiao wanméi yidisn ba
BAAF IR AR L5 U8 P 58 55 — e

it's more perfect to get married.

905
Rugud shi zai waigud shénghud dehua, wd jiu juéde wasudwei la.
R RAESNE A TS, FRA AR TE e

But if you live abroad, then it doesn’t matter.

906

Nin ydu xidohai ma? | W6 ydu a
sz | A

Do you have kids? | Yes, | do.
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907
Jidra shud ni ydu gé nli'ér,
BnARE N )L,

If you have a daughter

908
ta dao le érshi g1 sui hudzhé shi sanshi sui méiyou jiéhan,
IS g i o4 iy A Z S E

who is 27 or 30, but still unmarried,

909
na ni hui shi z&énmeyang qu cuf ni de nl'ér?
TR B ARE BRI 2L ?

how will you urge her to marry?

910
W4 xiang jiu rang ta zaodian zhaodao lingyiban lo,
FAE LA B R R Ty — 20

| will tell her that | wish that she will find her man soon.

911
bijing fumu yé bushi péiban ta yishéng de
BB SR AL RFAN R R AR fh — AR 1Y

After all, your parents cannot be with you forever.

912
Sudyi laishud zhao gé ban,
P BRI A
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So, get somebody to be your companion.

913
rang ta you ge rén peéiban ta zoéu xia banshéng shi tinghao de a
LRI AN NFE R A E T 2 AR R ST

It's good that she can have somebody to be with for the rest of her life.

914

Na ji&ra ni de ni'ér gaosu ni,
AR AR 2 ) L AR

What if you daughter tells you:

915
mama, wo juéde wo yigérén guo de jiu hén kaixin,
i, AR A NSRRI L,

“Mom, | feel very happy living alone

916
wo hén xingfu, wd bu xdyao yT gé ban,
AR AR, ATE D,

and | don’t need somebody to be with,

917
wo kéyi zhdo wo de nlihaizi de... nlixing de péngyou zudban,
AT LRI LT ... R AL,

| can have my female friends to be my companion.

918
hudzhé wd yigérén ziyduzizai de, wod juéde hén shifu.
BE LN NEHHBEER, FEFIRETIR.

mandarincorner.org

154



What Do Chinese Really Think About “Leftover Women”?

| feel free and comfortable by myself.”

919

Rugud ta zhéyangzi gén ni shud dehua,
0 SR S ERAR UL A U 5

If she tells you this,

920
na ni huibuhui fanggi qu cut ta jiehan?
AR A RTITT E MM S5 05 ?

will you stop pushing her to get married?

921
Yé buhui fangqi de
WAL

No, | won't.

922
yinweéi bijing Zhonggudrén ma haishi
BRIy B s v ) R 2

Because after all, we are Chinese,

923
diyT gé shi chuanchéng Zhonggud wénhua de weénti lo
A AL A E SO ) R

we need to pass on our culture.

924
Di'er gé shi haishi yao, haizi ma, jiushi nlihaizi ma
TASGEIL R, T, R LT
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Secondly, girls still

925
haishi yinggai yao jiéhlin, shéng xiaohai ma, bijiao wanméi lo
R PIZEEES, /AN, ELEGE R

should get married and have babies because that’s the perfect life.

926
Rugud ni shi zhén de juéde kaixin dehua,
N RAR A FH A0 15

If you really feel happy (being a “leftover women”),

927
na jitl jixu xiaqu ba.
TBFRAR ST F2 0.

then, continue.

928
Buyao yinwéi biéren shud shénme jiu...
ANELPR A Nt At 4 k...

Don’t mind what other people say...

929
Danshi rugud ni zhishi yT gé wéi de danshén zhuyi dehua,
B2 A SRR R — A B B 3 LI,

But if you are a person who pretends to want to stay single,

930
na jiu chénzao haishi ba ziji de nage
ARt RLIE 24 5 SRS
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you should change all your

931
buhéli de yaoqiu gaishan yixia ba,
G R GE — T IE,

unreasonable requirements now

932
ranhou xiangxin haishi hén kuai
IR JE ARG IL AR R

and | am sure that you will soon

933
kéyi zhaodao xinyi de rénxuan de.
A LAFR B A NI

find the person you like.

934
Zudziji jit hao!
B8 s !

Just be yourself!

935

Haiyéu ma? | Méiydu le
WEWG? | WA T
Anything else? | That’s it!

936

Nimen bushi shéngxia de rén, nimen shi youxiu de,

RIS THIN, RIS,
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You guys are not “leftover”. You guys are wonderful people!

937
hai méi rén péi de shang nimen éryi.
W NBCAF EARAT C

It's just that no one deserves you yet.

938

W6 juéde huo chii ziji jingcai de shénghud
AT H SRR R A

| think that living your life fully

939
cai shi zui zhongyao de,
A Rt EE,

is the most important thing.

940
buyao zaihu ziji shi you dud da nianling
ANEAETH ORA 2 KR

Don’t mind too much how old you are

941
huozhé shi qgita de waizai tiaojian,
ot HAb A SME A

or other things.

942
yao guod hao ziji xiang gud de shénghud
it iy B S AR
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Just live the kind of life you want

943
Jianchi ziji xiang zud de shiqing.
WRRFE AR .

and be persistent on what you want to do.

944
Jit zhé yiju jiu gou le.
AX— R T .

This is enough!

945
Chongshi ni ziji, ranhou buyao guan biéren de xiangfa,
AEMRECD, REAEE AR,

Be fulfilled and never mind other people’s thinking.

946
jitr gud hao ziji jiu hao le,
/suR SRS RN N SO

Just live your life!

947

gishi biéren xiangfa méiydu name... shénme
HIMNBEEE 4. 4

What other people think is not as...

948
Méiydu name zhongyao, shi ma? | Dui, méiydu name zhdngyao
BAEMBLELE, 22| X, BERLELE
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Not as important, right? | Right.

949
SuixTn zéu
SRS

Follow your heart!

950
Rugud shud rang ni gé&i shéngni men yixié jianyi,
W R L VRS T L AT — e

If you were to give “leftover women” some advice

951
huozhé shi dui tamen shuo dian shénme,
B AT AT T A4

or say something to them,

952
ni hui rang tamen jiushi buyao tai tiaoti le, ganjin jiéhan ne?
TR TR AN ZERBRG T, RIS ?

will you tell them to stop being picky and get married soon?

953
Haishi shuo rang tamen...
AR AT. .

Or, will you

954
guli tamen qu zhuigiu tamen juéde kuailé de shiqing?
SN AT B SR A TR AF PR FE 2
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encourage them to pursuit what makes them happy?

955
Kan rén, kan gén wo de guanxi
BN, BREMKR

That depends. Depends on how close we are.

956
Rugud shi ni hén ginjin de péngyou?
IR RVRIR SR IR A ?

If she was your close friend?

957
Hén qgmjin de wo kénding ganjin curt ta a!
RS ) T BT e ] !

It she was very close to me, for sure | will urge her to marry!

958
Daoshihou hai kéyi dud yidian rén qu wan ma
£ VSTV E S SWNES T

Then, (in her wedding), more people can go have fun!

959
Kéyi qu canijia ta de hanli, shi ba? | Shi a
AT LA oS 4L, ZE? | 2

You mean, you can then attend her wedding? | Yes.

960
Shungiziran, suiyu'ér'an ba
NI AR, BEAE T 22 e
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Let it be! Enjoy yourself wherever you are!

961
Bang! Gan de piaoliang!
Wl TR

Cool! Well done!

962

Jiushi zhéyang
AR
That’s it!

963
Bu zh&oji
AEE

No rush!

964

Hao, baibai!
U, JEFE!
Okay! Bye-bye!

965
Hao! Ting wan yishang de caifang,
4 WrsE BB R T

Alright! After listening to these interviews,

966
nimen you shénme xiangfa ne?
TR A A83%0e ?
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what are your thoughts?

967
Duiyt shéngnl zhége xianxiang,
X TR XA,

In regards to this phenomenon,

968

nimen you shi ruhé kandai de ne?
PRI MR A e ?

what do you think?

969
Kéyi lidlyan gaosu women!
A LA & AR IRAT!

Leave us a comment!

970
Na wdmen jiu xia q1 zaijian bal
ARFATT AT 3175 D ne !

See you next time!
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