Stories In Slow Chinese - The Argument

Mandarin Corner

mandarincorner.org

Scan to Follow Us on Wechat

Note: If you copy and paste from this PDF, you will get problems with the

fonts. To solve this, go to mandarincorner.org > video > click on thumbnail

of video you need > larger thumbnail > look for the tabs below the large

thumbnail > video transcript > copy and paste from here.

1

Lin shi gé pifa yduhéi, gézi bu gao de laotdu.
MEBTRIE#ME. TFAEHNEXL,

Lin was an old man with dark skin and not very tall.

2N

fali

Lin

shi

ge

pifa
youheéi
gezi
bu
gao

de

surname Lin

is

classifier for people
skin

dark

height

not

tall

(used after an attribute)
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Zk ldotou old man

2
Ta nianqing de shihou shi jit hao du,
fth F AR RUBTHIR BT 0T I,

When he was young, he was addicted to drinking and gambling.

ftt, ta he

TR nianging  young

HY de (used after an attribute)
IHE shihou time (when)

IF5 shi addicted to

i jiw alcoholic beverage

4 hao to be fond of

3 du to gamble

3

baiguang le zushang liuxia de jixu.
M7 2 LB TFRIRRE,

He squandered all the fortune his ancestors left him.

W baiguang to squander one's fortune
7 le (completed action marker)
HE zUshang ancestor

BT liixia to leave behind

i de (used after an attribute)
RE jixu savings

4

Houlai, ta jiéhdn bing shéng le liang ge érzi,

%, MEEEHETMTILF,
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Later, he got married and had two sons.

a3k houlai later

fis ta he

A jiéhdn to get married

H bing and

= shéng to give birth

7 le (completed action marker)
[} lidng two

™ gé classifier for people

JLF érzi son

5

dan réngijiu gai bu diao héjit hao du de huai maobing,
B = IS ERIA EFR,
But he still couldn’t change his bad habits of drinking and gambling.

B8 dan but

51 réngjiu still

S gaibudiao  unable to change
&5 héjit to drink (alcohol)
F hao to be fond of

3 du to gamble

i de (used after an attribute)
7N huai bad

EI® maobing  shortcomings

6

zhéngtian bu zai jia,

BRIER,
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He was never home

BR zhéngtian  all day long
25 bu not

= zai at

ES jia home

7

lidng gé érzi yé méi kong guanijiao.
ML FHREEA,

and didn’t have time to discipline his two sons.

[} lidng two

™ gé classifier for people
JLF érzi son

1, yé also

= méi not have

= kong free time

=E3 guanijiao to discipline

8

Ta de da érzi zhéngtian zai jietou guihun,
BRI L FRBREEHLEE,

His older son was always messing around on the streets.

ftt ta he

i) de ~'s (possessive particle)
KILF da érzi older son

BR zhéngtian  all day long

= Zai (located) at
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sk jiétéu street

=hi guihun to hang around

houlai yinwei tuanhud giangjié, ruyu wu nian.
ERRABRIEEH, ANRAE.

Later, because of his involvement in a gang robbery, he was put in prison for five years.

[k houlai later

ESpy yInwei because

AN tuanhud (criminal) gang
B giangjié to rob

NIk rayu to be sent to prison
il w five

= nian year

10

Er ta de xido érzi haochildnzuo,
BN L FaF Nz i,

His younger son was lazy and always liked to search for the easy ways to do things.

m ér and

fti ta he

Ay de ~'s (possessive particle)

IN)LF xido érzi younger son

Tz haochilanzud happy to partake but not prepared

to do any work (idiom)

11
meéitian tang zai jiali zud facai meng.

BRERERLME.
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Every day, he would lay around at home and dream about getting rich.

ISP méitian every day

G tang to lie down

= Zai (located) at
xE jial home

1t zud to do (to dream)
3] facai to get rich

g4 meéng dream

12

Lin de da érzi ruyu wu nian hou de yT gé zaoshang,
MEXILFAMREBFEFN—TE L,

One morning, five years after Lin's older son went to prison,

Y Lin Surname Lin

Y de ~'s (possessive particle)
KILF da érzi older son

AR riyd to be sent to prison
hE wunian five years

fa hou after

HY de (used after an attribute)
— yT one

™ gé classifier

BE z&oshang  early morning

13

ta zai caishichang péngdao le Wang hé Zhang.
fihfe izt Rl 7 £ MK,

he ran into Wang and Zhang at a wet market.
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ftt ta he

= zai at

XMz caishichang wet market

Rt % péngdao to run into

g le (completed action marker)
X Wang Surname Wang

il hé and

ok Zhang Surname Zhang

14

Lin shuo: "lao Wang a,
Mag: “EE,
Lin said: “Lao Wang!

R Lin surname Lin

1t shud to say

z lao (prefix used before the surname of a person)
B Wang surname Wang

I} a modal particle

15

kéyi jie xia ni érzi de ché ma?
PILAE TMRILFRIZENS?

Can | borrow your son’s car?

G kéyi can
& jie to borrow

xia (measure word to show the frequency of an action)
iR ni your
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JLF érzi son

HY de ~'s (possessive particle)

LS ché car

12 ma (question particle for "yes-no" questions)
16

W6 jia da érzi jintian chayu."

BERRILFSREM, ”

Today is the day that my older son is getting out of prison.”

£33 wo my

E jia (polite) my (sister, uncle etc)
KILF da érzi older son

= jintian today

Bk chiyu to be released from prison
17

Wang yobudian bugingyuan,

EFBERNER,

Wang was a little reluctant (to help Lin),

X Wang surname Wang
= youdidn a little

N bugingyuan unwilling

18

dan haishi taochi shoujt

BREHEEF

but he still pulled out his phone,

B8 dan but
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Py~ haishi still

B taochi to take out (from a pocket, bag etc)
Fl shéujt cell phone

19

bo tong le érzi de dianhua shuo:
BT )LFRIREIER

dialed his son’s number and said:

7.1 bo to dial

pGi} tong to go through

g le (completed action marker)
JLF érzi son

HY de (used after an attribute)
BiE dianhua telephone

iz shud to say

20

"Erzi! Ni Lin sha xi&ng jié ni chézi yong yixia,
“LF! IR EIREFRA—T,

“Son, your uncle Lin wants to borrow your car.

JLF érzi son

R ni you

Y Lin surname Lin

™ sha uncle

iz xiang to want

& jie to borrow

1R ni your

EF chézi small vehicle (car, bicycle, cart etc)
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FB yong to use

—F yixia to do (sth for a bit to give it a try)
21

ni kan fangbian ma?”

REHEIE?

Is it convenient for you?”

1R ni you

&5 kan to see

F1&E fangbian convenient

I ma (question particle for "yes-no" questions)
22

Lin zhan zai yibian, blchong dao:
MIAE—I, *FIE:

Lin stood on his side and added:

M Lin surname Lin

U zhan to stand

e Zai at

—i4 yibian one side

#h7E buchong  to supplement

B dao to say (the words quoted)
23

"Dui, xido Wang! W4 jiu jie yT shangwu."
“xf, NE! BRifE—LEF. 7
“Right, Xiao Wang! | just need it for the morning.”

X3 dui right
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INE xiaoWang Xiao Wang

£34 wo I

7 jiu just (emphasis)
B jie to borrow

— yi one

EF shangwli  morning

24

Guo le ythuir, Wang diandian téu dui zhe dianhua shuo:
BT—%)l, TRAKNERIER:

A moment later, Wang nodded and said:

TT7—=JL gud le yihuir a moment later

X Wang surname Wang

Rk diandiantou to nod (briefly)

X dui towards

5 zhe (indicating action in progress)
BBiE dianhua telephone

i shud to say

25

"O...... ni jintian yao chdchai, jie bulido, shi ba?"
W..... RSREBEHRE, EAQT, 2E?”

“Oh... You are going for a business trip today and you can’t lend it, right?”

1334 0 oh

iR ni you

SK jintian today

= yao going to

& chiichai to go on an business trip
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& jié to lend
~7 bulido unable to
= shi is

e ba ...right?
26

Wang gua diao dianhua,
THFRIE,

Wang hung up the phone,

X Wang surname Wang

£ 3 gua to hang up (the phone)

= diao (after certain verbs to indicate removal)
BiE dianhua phone call

27

nao naotoéu, ranhou dui Lin shuo:
iRk, AR

scratched his head and said to Lin:

=k naotou scratch one's head
Y= ranhou then

X3 dui towards

R Lin surname Lin

7t shud to say

28

"Buhaoyisi! W6 érzi jintian yao yong cheé.
“TEFRER! BILFSRERE,

“Sorry! My son needs to use his car today.
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TFEE  buhaoyisi  to be sorry

£34 wod my
JLF érzi son
SK jintian today
22 yao to need
A yong to use
LS ché car

29

Yaobu ni wenwén biéren?"
ZERia]EBIA? 7

Maybe, you should ask somebody else?”

ZA4 yaobu how about...?

1R ni you

3] [a] wenwen to ask (repeating verbs makes the tone softer)
AlA biéren other people

30

Lin dunshi youdian shéngqi de dui Wang shuo:
IR A RES IS E i :

Lin immediately got a little angry and said to Wang:

R Lin surname Lin
LN dunshi immediately
R youdian a little

5 shénggqi angry

i de -ly

xq dui towards

B Wang surname Wang
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1t shuo to say

31
"Buxiang jié jiu shud buxiang jie ma! Méi biyao zhaojiekou!
“NEEMRAEER! i EHREO!

“If you don’t wanna lend it, just say it! No need to give me an excuse!

18 buxiang do not want

& jié to lend

M jiu just

1t shuo to say

M ma indicating that sth is obvious
= mei no

INE biyao necessary

HEO zhaojiekou to look for an excuse

32

Ni shi pa wo kai huai le péibugi ma?"
REMEEFART EARE?

Are you afraid that if | break it, | cannot afford to fix it?”

IR ni you

= shi (used to stress a certain part of a sentence)
8 pa to be afraid

£34 wo I

AN kai to drive

7N huai to break down

g le (indicating a change of state)

TS péibugqi unable to make good a loss

15 ma (question particle for "yes-no" questions)
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33
Wang kuxiao de shud: "Zheé shi wo érzi de che,
FERMN: XEILFHE,

Wang forced a smile and said: “This is my son’s car.

* Wang surname Wang
B kUxiao to force a smile
ih de -ly

i shuo to say

X zhé this

= shi is

£34 wod my

JLF érzi son

Y de ~'s (possessive particle)
LS ché car

34

w0 you bunéng zudzhu!

BX ABEME!

| can’t decide for him.

E34 wo I

X you (used for emphasis)
N bunéng cannot

= zudzht to decide

35

Zaishuo ta yao yong ché&, wd you shénme banfa ya!"

BiRtERE, WEMTLEGF! 7

Also, he needs to use it. What can | do?”
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Hix zaishud moreover

ftt ta he

2 yao to need

F yong to use

LS ché car

£34 wo I

2] you to have

t4 shénme what?

INE banfa way (of doing sth)
F ya (modal particle)
36

Yipang de Zhang jian Wang wéinan, jiu dui Lin shuo:
—ZRIRILE M, XTI

Zhang, who was on the side, seeing that Wang was feeling awkward, then said to Lin:

—5= yipang to the side of

i de (used after an attribute)
3K Zhang surname Zhang

W jian to see

B Wang surname Wang

pap:d wéinan to feel embarrassed or awkward
M jiu then

X dui towards

Y Lin surname Lin

Wt shud to say

37

"W0Omen gé jige dou shi lao jiaoqing,
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“BAIFIL T ERERIF,

“We've been buddies for many years.

A woémen
FILT géjige
0 dou

= shi

z ETe
XI5 jiaoqing
38

we
buddies

all

is

of long standing

friendship

Lao Wang yé shi méibanfa,

EXHERINE,

There is nothing Lao Wang can do.

z 130

X Wang

el yé

= shi
RINE méibanfa
39

ni jiu liangjié xia ma."

{REAIRAR TR, 7

(prefix used before the surname of a person)
surname Wang

(for emphasis)

is

one can't do anything about it

Why don’t you try to understand?”

1R ni

it jit
TRAR liangjié
"F xia

you
just (emphasis)
to understand

(measure word to show the frequency of an action)
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I3 ma (indicating that sth is obvious)

40
Lin ting wan géng bushuang le, dashéng dui Zhang shuo:
MITEEARRT, KEXNKR:

Upon hearing this, Lin got even more upset and started shouting at Zhang:

I\ Lin surname Lin
i/ ting to hear
5¢ wan to finish

géeng even more
AR bushuang in a bad mood
7 le (indicating a change of state)
AFE dashéng loudly
xq dui towards
oK Zhang surname Zhang
1t shud to say
41

"Ni y& kanbugi wo, shi ba?
“REERER, =ZIE?

“You are also looking down at me, right!?

1R ni you

! yé too

B kanbuqi to look down upon
£33 wo me

= shi is

ne ba ...right?

mandarincorner.org
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42

Ni de érzi yaoshi youdian bénshi, mai de qi ché dehua,
ML FEREREE, LFREE,

If your son was a little bit more capable and could afford a car,

R ni you

Ay de ~'s (possessive particle)
JLF érzi son

2 yaoshi if

=) you to have

R dian a little

=B bénshi ability

LIGHE maideqi can afford to buy

LS ché car

A9IE dehua if (coming after a conditional clause)
43

woO hai yong zhao lao Wang jié ma?"
BIRAHRETEIE? ”

why would | even need to borrow it from Lao Wang?!”

£33 wo I

aN hai (for emphasis)

F3 yong to have to

% zhao to seek

= F-To) (prefix used before the surname of a person)
Wang surname Wang

& jie to borrow

12 ma (question particle for "yes-no" questions)

mandarincorner.org
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44

Zhang ting Lin zhéme shuo,
SO IX AT,

Hearing Lin say this,

5K Zhang surname Zhang
i/ ting to hear

2%\ Lin surname Lin
XN zhéme like this

Wt shud to say

45

jiu bu kaixin le, ta shuodao:
MAFLT, fhia:
Zhang was not happy and said:

h jiu then

A~ bu not

Fih kaixin to feel happy

e le (indicating a change of state)
ftt ta he

WIE shuddao  to say (the quoted words)

46

"lao Lin,

“EM,

“Lao Lin,

Z lao (prefix used before the surname of a person)
R Lin surname Lin

mandarincorner.org
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ni shud zhézhdng hua wa jiu bu ai ting le.
R XMIERMAEITT .
| don’t like the way you talk!

(a3
i
XA
&

48

ni

shuo

you

to say

zhezhdéng  this kind of

hua
wo
jiu
bu
ai

ting

talk

I

just (emphasis)
not

to love

to hear

(indicating a change of state)

Na ni de érzi lihai dehua,
BRMREY LB E091E,

If your sons were so great,

i
(a3
iN
JLF
FE

HIIE

49

na
ni
de
érzi
lihai

dehua

then (in that case)

you

~'s (possessive particle)
son

awesome

if (coming after a conditional clause)

tamen zénme bu ziji mai ché a?"

mandarincorner.org
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tAVEATRBSEEM?

why couldn't they buy a car themselves?”

fttAi] tamen they

BA z&nme how?

2N bu not

B2 ziji oneself

S mai to buy

LS ché car

I} a (modal particle)
50

Lin zhéxia géng shéngqi le, ta zhéngbian dao:
MXTEERT, thEAHE:

At this moment, Lin got angrier and shouted:

IV Lin surname Lin

XT zhéxia this time

3] geng even more

A5 shéngqi to get angry

e le (indicating a change of state)
ftt ta he

Fh zhéngbian to argue

B dao to say (the words quoted)

51

"Wo xido érzi jintian shi méi zai jia,
‘BN LFERBIRER,

“It's just that my younger son is not home today,
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£33
INLF

A
=

=
E

Nt
1X

=

=

52

v

wo

Xido érzi

jintian
shi
meéi

zai

Stories In Slow Chinese - The Argument

my

younger son

today

(used to stress a certain part of a sentence)
not

(located) at

home

buran wo cai buhui zhao nimen jié ché nel!
RARBT AR MEZETE!

otherwise, | wouldn't need to borrow a car from you guys!

Z:Ilﬁ
£54
7

53

Ta xianzai zhuandagian le,

buran

wo

cai

buhui
zhdo

nimen

I AERAE T,

He is now making big money

ftt

ta

otherwise

I

(emphasizing what comes before 7, usually with
€ at the end)

will not (act, happen etc)

to approach

you (plural)

to borrow

car

(particle indicating strong affirmation)

he

mandarincorner.org
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mME xianzai now

I 9 57 zhuandaqian to earn a fortune

g le (indicating a change of state)
54

giantian gang mai le y1tao xin fangzi.
BIRNISE T —E#EBEF,

and just bought a new house a couple of days ago.

BIK giantian the day before yesterday
il gang just

S mai to buy

7 le (completed action marker)
—E yitao a set

# Xin new

BF fangzi apartment

55

Ni érzi gongzud name dud nian,

RILFIERAZE,

But, your son has been working for so many years

R ni your
JLF érzi son
T gongzuod to work
A name SO

% dud many
T nian year
56

mandarincorner.org
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hai na dian si gongz,
EARRIETLE,

and still only makes a little money.

1’ hai still

BB na that

dian a little

BRI HE sigongzi fixed wage
57

guji y1 gé ché gulu yé maibuqi!”
G — T FERED I AT 7

| suspect he can’t even afford a tire!"

&t giiji (coll.) to suppose
— yT one

™ gé classifier

LS ché car

R gald wheel

i) yé (for emphasis)
LAt maibuqi can't afford buying
58

Tingdao zhége, Zhang li&n dbu qi lii le, ta dashéng handao:
IFEX, KIRESLET, thAFREIE:

Upon hearing this, Zhang's face turned red with anger and he yelled:

IFEXT  tingdao zhége to hear this

5K Zhang surname Zhang

Ky lian face

R dou (used for emphasis) even

mandarincorner.org
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5 qi to get angry

% 103 green

g le (indicating a change of state)
fis ta he

N dashéng loudly

IB3E] handao to yell

59

"W0 érzi shi méiydu zhéng dagian,

“BILF22BHERE,

“It's true that my son isn’t making big money.

E34 wo my
JLF érzi son
= shi (indicating certainty / for emphasis)
=] méiydu to not have
zhéng to make (money)
757 dagian lots of money
60

dan ta conglaiméiydu rang wo cao guo xin,
Bt MR TILBIRI D,

But he never makes me worry

8 dan but

fti ta he

MEKE conglaiméiydu have never

1k rang to let sb do sth

£34 wo me

B®iIO caoxin to worry (separable verb)

mandarincorner.org
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guo (experienced action marker)

rz'/-

61
yé buhui qu zud yixié fanfa de shi!"
BASEM—ELRENE! 7

and he won't do anything illegal!"

1, yé also

= buhui will not (act, happen etc)
= qu to go in order to do sth
i zuod to do

—Lb yIxié some

L& fanfa to break the law

HY de (used after an attribute)
£ shi thing

62

Lin Iéngxiao dao:

MIRKIE

Lin sneered and said:

K Lin surname Lin

RK l&ngxiao to sneer

] dao to say (the words quoted)
63

"Xianzai néng zhuan dao qgian cai shi bénshi!
‘MM REHREI T A F !

“‘Nowadays, only making money is important!

mME xianzai nowadays
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BE néng
Tk zhuan
gl dao

57 gian
7 cai

= shi
E bénshi
64

W xido érzi guo liang nian

BN LFIRE

My younger son is gonna

£34 wo
INLF xi&o érzi
ol guo

[} liang

T nian

65

to be able to

to earn

(verb complement)
money

only then

is

skill

my

younger son
to pass (time)
two

year

jiu kéyi dai wo zhu yang fang lo,

BRI A BAEIF 50,

get me a big western-style house in a couple of years.

i jid

AU kéyi

il dai

£33 wo

(B3 zhu

3 yangfang

then

can

to take along
me

to live

Western-style house

mandarincorner.org
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& lo (final particle)

66
nimen daoshihou jiu xianmu ba!"
RNBIIHMERFRRIE!

Then, you two will be jealous!”

s nimen you (plural)

IR daoshihou  when the moment comes
M jiu just (emphasis)

K& xianmu to envy

ne ba (modal particle)

67

Shud wan, ta dayaodabai de likai le.
Wiz, MMAEREMEFT .,
After he finished talking, he swaggered off.

Wt shud to say

5T wan to finish

ftt ta he

AIEKIZ  dayaodabai swaggering

ih de -ly

R likai to leave

g le (completed action marker)
68

YT gé yué hou, Zhang you zai caishichang yujian le Lin.
— 1 RE, KXEXMIZEL T K,

A month later, Zhang ran into Lin at the wet market again.
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7
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69
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yigeyué

hou

Zhang

you

zai
caishichang
yujian

le

Lin

one month

later

surname Zhang

(once) again

(located) at

wet market

to meet

(completed action marker)

surname Lin

Zhéng zhunbeéi dazhaohu, Lin jiu congcong likai le.

EESEITANE, MMALEFT.

Just as he was gonna say hi, Lin hastily ran off.

IE
&
TR
2N

B
7

70

zhéng
zhunbeéi
dazhaohu

Lin

jiu

congcong
likai

le

just (right)

to be about to

to greet sb by word or action
surname Lin

then

hurriedly

to leave

(completed action marker)

Yuanlai Lin de xido érzi béi héibang youhud qu fandu le,
RAEMVN L FRREFZERS T,

It turned out that Lin’s younger son was tempted by gangsters to sell drugs.

yuanlai

as it turns out
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IV Lin surname Lin

i de ~'s (possessive particle)
N LF Xido érzi younger son

5 béi by

|E héibang criminal gang

E youhuo to induce

= qu to go

g3 fandu drugs trade

7 le (completed action marker)
71

zuihou yé béi zhua jin jianyu,
et R,

Eventually, he was caught and put in prison

=a zuihou finally

el yé also

e bei by

M zhua to arrest

i jin (used after a verb) into
SRR jianyu prison

72

bing pan le sanshi nian.

HHAT=1%,

for 30 years.

H bing and
# pan to sentence
g le (completed action marker)
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sanshi

nian

Stories In Slow Chinese - The Argument
thirty

year
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