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1
Hai, dajia hao! Huanying laidao Mandarin Corner, wd shi Eileen.
B8, AR MilskZIMandarin Corner, F=ZEileen,

Hi, everyone! Welcome to Mandarin Corner. | am Eileen.

2
Haléu, dajia hao! Wo shi Kirk.
MelE, KEIF! FHEKirk,

Hello, everyone! | am Kirk.

3
Qishi Krik yijing 1ai shang guo yT qT jiému le,
HEKrkE&2k EE—HTET,

Actually, Kirk has been on our show once before.
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4
na yT gqi de zhuti shi guanyu nanbéi chayi de.
A—HANERME X T rRitERAT,

It was a podcast about the differences between Northern and Southern Chinese.

5
Na méiydu kan de k&yi qu kan yixia.
BRBEENTUNEE—T,

Check it out if you haven't.

6
Jintian de zhuti shi:
SREDZ:

Today's topic is:

7
Duiyd Zhonggué nanxing laishug, jiéhdn you dud gui?
NFHREBMRG, SEEZR?

How expensive is it for Chinese men to get married?

8
Nimen kénéng hui juéde ybdudian giguai,
MBS RB/ERETIE,

You might think this question is a little strange,

9
zhége jiéhiin nandao bu yinggai shi liang gé xiang'ai de rén
XN EIEMEE NN ZEM TEERA

because isn't marriage about two people who love each other
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10

juéding gong du yishéng de chéngnud ma?
IREHE—4RFEEE?

and who make the promise of spending the rest of their lives together?

11

Ta gén ydu dud gui ydu shénme guanxi ne?
EIREZRETAXRARE?

What does it have to do with being expensive?

12
Na Kirk, néng bunéng qing ni lai ji&shi yixia?
ABKirk, BETBEIBIREMRZE—T?

Kirk, can you explain this a little bit?

13
Guanyu zhége wénti wd xiang jiang de ydu hén dud,
KTFENEEHRBHNERS,

Regarding this, | have a lot to say.

14
danshi wo xiang xian jiang y1 gé gushi ba.
BREHRBLEH—THREIE,

But first, let me tell you a story.

15
Zai wo gaozhong biyé de shihou women yobu y1 gé biyé shduce,

A S PE AR BA1E — el Ff,
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When | was in high school, we had a yearbook

16
ranhou méi gé tongxué dou hui zai shangmian lidyan.
REBSTRAFHELEES.

and every student in our class had to write a note in it.

17

Hé&n dub niishéng wo jide tamen xi& de liiyan shi,
RELEBICHMNENESE,

Many girls, | remember wrote

18
xiangyao jia gé ydugianrén.
BEEFETBREA,

that they wanted to marry a rich man.

19

Jiu tamen dui wéilai de yuanwang, shi ma?

SRS RAKRRE, Z205?

It was a wish for their future, right?

20
Dui, zhé ju hua shi tamen dui ziji wéilai de gixu.
Xf, RXEEZHAIXS B SRRV,

Yes. It was their hope for their future.

21

Yinwéi dangshi wo hén xido, wo céi shiqr sui.
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RSB RN, BT +E5,

| was very young at that time. | was only 17.

22
Jiéhtn duiwdlaishud shi hén yaoyuan de shi,
ZIENHRIREREZNS,

Marriage was still very far away from me.

23
woO buhui juéde jiehtn shi y1 jian jtiyd wuzhi shang de shiqging,
BIAERBEER—MHETYRLNSE,

| didn’t think that marriage was based on materialism.

24
géng buhui yishi dao jiéhan daodi yéu dud gui zhége weénti.
BEAREIRIISEIRE ZRXTE-,

| didn’t realize that there was even a question about marriage being expensive.

25
Danshi tamen de lidyan quéshi rang wo gandao hén zhénjing.
BRHMNESHIILHBIRER.

But their notes truly shocked me.

26

Wa! Tamen cai shiji sui,

! 1A +1%,

Wow! They were only about 17,

27

mandarincorner.org



http://www.mandarincorner.org

Audio Podcast - Why Is Getting a Wife So Expensive For Chinese Men?
zénme jiu hui juéde jiarén yidingyao jia gé youqian de,

BLAMSREEA—ERETH Y,

why did they think that they had to marry a rich guy,

28
ér bushi jia gé hén shuai de huézhé hén gao de?
MmAZE TRINHEERSHI?

and not a handsome or tall guy?

29
Qishi hén dud xido nuhaizi yinggai shi ydu zhéyang de huanxiang cai dui a!
HERZNREZFNIZEEXFNLEA XS !

Actually, that should’ve been the fantasy of teenage girls.

30
W6 juéde hén da kénéng jiushi yinwéi tamen de fumu dui tamen de yingxiang ba,
BRSRAFGEM R Nt 1R R B 1R IINE,

| think it was likely that their thinking was influenced by their parents.

31
hén dud shihou kénéng géi tamen guanshi y1xié zhéyang de gainian,
RSIMRATRELA M B — XA,

Many times, they (the parents) might teach their girls that

32
ragud ni wéilai de ldogong méiydu qgian dehua,
IMRIRAREKRE IR B HRAIE,

if their future husband doesn't have money,
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33

ni de shénghud jiu hui bu xingfu la.
RNEFM S EEML

they won't have a happy life.

34
Na xianzai laishud, ragud yT1 gé nande yao jiéhdn,
ARIER, WMR—DBHNELE,

So, if a man wants to get married now,

35
ta yao manzu naxié jingji yaoqiu ne?
fth 2 B MPLE L2 E R IE?

what are the financial requirements he needs to meet?

36

Ni bixd yao ydu che la, you fang la,

RIATBEBEN, BHEM,

He needs to have a car, a house,

37
ranhou ni de gongzi yao dadao yiding de shuiping la,
AR T EE IR —ERIKTFER,

his salary needs to be at a certain level

38

yao you cunkuan la,
BHTFM,

and he also needs to have some savings.
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39
yéxu haiydu qita gé fangmian de yaoqiu.
WFEEHESHENER,

Perhaps, there are also other requirements.

40
Bugud sudydu zhéxié yaoqiu wo juéde zui zhdngyao de
AEMAEREERBREREEN

However, | think that all the requirements

41
dou haishi jizhdong zai wuzhi shangmian.
i 2EPEMER L.

focus on material things.

42
Jiu na fangzi zhége zui zhdongyao de shiqing laishud,
MEEFRXTREZNSIERIR,

Let's take the most important requirement, which is the house, as an example.

43
Béijing de fangjia xianzai pingjin de jiagé,
LR EM M FINMAE,

The average price of housing in Beijing,

44
wo cong wangshang kandao yinggai shi wi wan jit gian yuan.

BMW_EERINIZRAHNTF T,
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from what | read, is about 59,000 yuan per square meter. ($8,428)

45
Yé&jiushishud ni yao mai y1 gé liang fang de gongyu dehua,
B ERIMEL— T FENABIIE,

This means that if you want to buy an apartment with two bedrooms,

46
dagai yi bashi ping lai suan dehua,
AL/ \TFEREHIE,

maybe 80 square meters large,

47
na zuihou de jiagé kénéng jiushi si bai dud wan,
BeENNMIEEIEMElNEa 2 A,

you need to pay roughly 4 million

48
jigjin wi baiwan de jiagé.
B AR ARMNE,

to 5 million yuan ($571,428 — $714,285).

49
Ni xiang, ni yT gé shiling de nénxing laishus,
I8, fR—DERIBIERR,

Think about it, if you are a man who is at a suitable age (for marriage),

50

ni kénéng érshi wu liu sui, ni kénéng ganggang chalai gongzuo,
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fRATRE— TS, {RAJRENIMI LR TIE,

perhaps 25 or 26 years old, and you just started to work,

51
ni xiangyao jiéhdn, danshi ni méiydu fang.
BRSNS, BRIRNREE.

you (now) want to get married, but you don't have a house.

52
Maifang shi yT gé yaobukéji de shiqing,
LEE—TENTMNEE,

Buying a house is a far-fetch goal

53
na jiéhdn jiu géng yaobukéji le.
EEMEERTRT ,

and getting married is even more unreachable.

54
W06 shénbian hén dud nanxing de péngyou
BEURZBMNAK

Many of my male friends

55

gishi tamen de gongzi bing bushi hén gao,

HIAIN IR AT ZRS,

actually don't have a high salary

56
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ké&néng gt ba gian shénzhi y1 wan de,

AIEEE/\TFEZ—FH,

They may make seven, eight or ten thousand yuan (a month).

57
hai ydude zhi na dao wu lit gian de, rugud shi gang biyé dehua.
EENRZE AT, WREMEWAE,

Some may only make five to six thousand, if they just graduated.

58

Na zhéyangzi, ni xidng yT xiang, chudiao chi de, hé de, zhu de,

PxEF, ME—E, FRElZ. BRY. E69,

If that is the case, when you take out the cost for food and rent,

59
na yé mei shéngxia dudoshao gian.
AR T2 D%,

there isn’t much money left.

60
Dui, yinwéi wdémen xianzai pingjun gongzi shuiping
Xf, EABANIAETFY THRKFE

Right. Our average salary

61
shi yuanyuan diyu pingjan fangjia de,
ST FIREMN,

cannot keep up with the housing prices.
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62

yé&jiushishud ni yao... xiangyao qu maifang dehua
M2 IRRE... MEALRENIE

That means it is very difficult

63

zhén de shi man kunnan de yT jian shiqging,
BENRRREMEN—HFIE,

to afford a house

64
ragud ni meéiydu dédao ni fumud de zhichi dehua.
MRIRZBERFENRR BRI FAIIE,

if you don’t have the financial support from your parents.

65
Shide, gishi ni ganggang jiang de zui zhdngyao de shi fangzi ma,
=1, BTN REZENERE T,

Yes. Actually, you said that the most important thing is having a house,

66
wo juéde na yinggai shi zhlyao fashéng zai chéngshi limian ba,
BREINZEETERERNTEHRIE,

but | think this requirement is important mainly in the cities.

67
ruagud shi zai ndongcin dehua, dajia dui fangzi de yaoqiu bingbu gao,
MRBERNIIE, ARYEFNERATS,

In the villages, people don't have such a strict requirement for a house
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68
yinwéi zai néngcun hén dud rén dou yijing you le ziji de fangzi,
EAERNRZAMEEZE TEHCSHNETF,

because most villagers already have their own house.

69
sudyi duiyd néngcin rén laishuo, jiéhtn de shihou xianjin géng zhdngyao,
FRASS FRAT AR, SIERINENEEEE,

So, cash is more important to villagers when getting married

70
sudyi women jiu hui you y1 gé caili de yaoqiu.
FTABATMEE — M FALRIEK,

and we will have a requirement of dowry.

71
Name zhége caili yé shi yin di ér yi,
AT FAL L ERAMT R,

The amount of dowry varies between regions,

72
jiushi zai méi gé difang ta dui caili de yaoqiu shi butong de.
MERES A EXNEALNERZRERT,

which means every place has its own required amount.

73
Jitishi nanxing fugsi nilixing de, jiushi hingian fugéi ta yi bi qian?

MESMNGARMN, MIBEITATE—E8?
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So, this is the money that men pay to women before marriage?

74
Dui ya!

I !

That's right!

75
Xianjin
M

Cash?

76
Shide, méicuo!
=, R

Yes, that's right!

77
Women nar dui caili de yaoqiu ne
AR LA AL ZE K e

The size of the dowry required in my hometown

78
shi zai quanguo laishud dou shi feichang gui de,
EEEEXRIRHZIFE RN,

is considered very expensive throughout China.

79

yinggai shud gui de féichang chiming de.
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RAZIRRSIERE HEM.

What | mean is that our region is famous for having a very expensive dowry.

80
Qunian de jiagé shi sishi wan qibu,
EFNMBEN+HES,

Last year, the minimum amount was 400,000 yuan ($57,000).

81
jinnian shi wishi wan!
SERATR!

But this year, it is 500,000 yuan ($71,000)!

82
Qunian sishi wan, jinnian wushi wan, mingnian jiu liushi wan?
EEN+RA, SEATA, BEMATH?

So, last year it was 400,000, this year it is 500,000 and next year it might be 600,000 yuan?

83
Zai zhang xiaqu hai liaode!
B TNEETS!

How terrible if this keeps going up!

84
Erqi& wo shud de ta zhishi cili de bufen.
mEFRNE RZFALIED

In addition, what | mentioned was only the cost of dowry.

85
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Chule caili, nanfang hai yao zhifu yixié gita de féiyong,
BRT¥AL, BATEXN—EHENER,

Besides dowry, the guy's family also needs to pay for other things

86
biru shud ni pai hinsha zhao yao huaqian ba,
EEUNIRRIRIE LY R ETE £ E,

such as taking wedding photos

87
xianzai shi féichang liuxing de, zai néngcin
MEZIFEMTH, ERN

which has become very popular in the villages.

88
ranhou jiuxi yao huaqian, hai yao mai huangjin.

REBFERTE, TEIAESE.

Also, he needs to pay for the wedding and he needs to buy gold (for the girl).

89
Rugud wo bu fu zhé y1 bi gian ne?
WRBATX—EHE?

What if | don't pay for these?

90
W4 zhishi xiang jiéhin, zhéyang buxing ma?
BREEEE, XFENTE?

Can | just get married (without paying)?
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91

Na ni gén shéi jié ne? Qingwen shéi hui jia géi ni ne?
ARMRERELSE? 15 IER IR IRIE?

Then, who are you going to find to marry? Who will marry you?

92
Jiushi xiangxin aiging a!
MEREZEEN!

Well, just believe in love!

93

Fanzhéng zai néngcin dehua, wd zhidao de shi zhéyangzi de,
REERISAIIE, BIAERZXEFHN,

I know that in the village,

94
ragud ni xiangyao qu yT gé laopo, ér ni you na bu chi caili,
MRIRBER—NEE, MIEXEAEFAL,

if you want to get a wife and you can't pay for the dowry,

95
na niifang de fumu shi buhui daying rang ta de nl'ér jia guoqu de.
ABLFNREEAEEN A LIFT ER,

the parents of the girl won't let her marry you.

96
Zhége wo you yi ge lizi,
XTBE—MIF,

| actually have an example.
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97
jiu wod renshi de yT gé rén, yé suanshi yi gé gingi,
MBINRN—TA, EER2—TFEM,

There was a person | knew who was kind of a relative to me.

98
ta gén wo shuo, ta ydu yT gé nanpéngyou,
iR, WwHE— TSR,

She told me that she had a boyfriend

99
ta gang kaishi méiydu rang ta de mama zhidao,
I FF4R2 A 1L AV B RE,

and she didn't let her mom know about it initially.

100

houmian rang ta zhidao le.
EELHFE T .

Later, the mother found out.

101
Ranhou ta ne you béi ta mama bt zhe qu xiangqin le,

RN WP BERRET,

Afterwards, her mother forced her to see another guy through a matchmaker.

102
bingqié nage nande kéyi nachd hén gao de caili,

AEBT BRI UZHREFAL,
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The guy she met could afford a high dowry

103
érgié hai nénggou tigong yitao fangzi,
mE RS IR M —E B F,

along with a house.

104
jiushi tamen zai chéngshi [imian hai mai le yitao fangzi,
MEMNERTEEEL T —EREF,

He had bought a house in the city.

105
name yé&jiushishud zhége nande ta géng ydu jingzhéngli.
BLEMBRZITBNEERS .

So, it meant this (new) guy was more competitive.

106
Geéniju ta sud shuo de, ta de nanpéngyou hén qiong,
RIFRIPTIZAY, thAISAARRS,

From what she told me, her boyfriend was poor

107
jiali na bu chd zhéme dud qgian,
REETHXAZH,

and his family didn't have that much money.

108

érqié you lidng ge érzi.
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mEB®mTILF.

In addition, his family had two sons (which means the family had to provide money for two sons).

109
Sudyi td mama jiu hén yangé de gén ta shuo,
PR DAYt 45 45 AR M A8 3 ER 4t 352,

So, her mother strictly told her that

110
ni buyao gén ta jianmian le!
RAEIRM I E T !

she couldn't see her boyfriend again!

111
Ranhou ta yé juéde hén jidjié,
REHBREFRIULE,

She felt undecided

112
yinwéi ta yifangmian bu xiangyao weéibéi ta mama de yiyuan,
Enit—AEAMEEEMEENER,

because on the one hand, she didn't want to go against her mother,

113
lingyrfangmian ne ta you juéde ta hén xihuan nage nanhaizi.
B—HEEX BSHRERIBTBEF .

but on the other hand, she felt that she really liked her boyfriend.

114
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Ting wan zhthou wo shi juéde hén béishang de.
IF5E2 EHRE RSREM.

When | heard about this, | felt very sad.

115
Ta jiéhan le ma? zuihou
theEIE T05? &5

Did she marry at the end?

116
Ta gén shéi jiehan le?
M ERIELSIE T

And who did she marry?

117

Dangran shi gén nage ydugian de le!
HARBIRB BT !

Of course, the rich guy!

118

Dangran shi gén nage ydugian de?
SR IR $A0?

Of course?

119
Na tamen xianzai z€énmeyang?
BBAAIRE B AR

How are they doing now?
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120

Bu zhidao, wo méiydu zénme gén ta lianxi.
A&, HRBEARMEKR,

| don't know. We don't talk often.

121
Danshi wd qunian de shihou tingdao ta gén ta mama da chao le yi jia,
BEREFRMRITEI RIS AW T —21,

But last year, | heard a fight between her and her mother

122
jiu yinweéi zhége shiqging.
MENZXTEE,

because of this.

123
Chao de liang gé rén dou zai shuo,
WEH T A#EIR,

Both the daughter and the mother were saying that

124
wo yao qu zisha zénme de
BREEEBREALN

they were going to commit suicide.

125
Na ni juéde ta xingfu ma?
AR F =17

Do you think she is happy?
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126

Dangran shi bu xingfu de a!
SRR 1R !

Of course not!

127
Ni kan ta, wd ganggang gén ni jidng de ma
R&EM, FoRIRIERIR AR

Think about it, as | was saying,

128
Ta dou weixié ta mama shud ta yao qu zisha,
i EB AN TR i T R B R,

she was threatening her mother that she was going to kill herself.

129
ranhou ta mama you weéixié ta ni'ér shud ta yao qu zisha.
AREMBE X M) LRt EEB R,

And her mother was also threatening to kill herself.

130
Ta shud ragud ni bu ting wd de wd jiu qu zisha!
iR A RIFA T BRI EB KR!

She just said: “If you don’t listen to me, | will kill myself!”

131
Nandao zhéme dud caifu, xiangdui bijiao ydugian

WEXLAZWE, EXLEREH%
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You mean to say that with so much money, that now she’s relatively rich,

132
hai buhui rang ta kuailé ma?
BEAZILIRRNG?

it still doesn’t make her happy?

133
Kénéng dajia xiang de shi jingian kéyi rang tamen kuaile,
AREARBNE R B A ILITIRE,

People might think that money can make them happy.

134
danshi shijishang tamen zhénzhéng de neixin limian shi...
BEXFLMMNEENRNOERR...

But in reality, ...

135
zhége xingfu huozhé shi kuailé gan shi jingian sud mai budao de.
XN ERNE B REREZHAIZ AN,

happiness can’t be bought.

136

Na ganggang women jiang le
ARNIRFAT 1+ 7

We just talked about

137
zai Zhongguo duiyu nanxing laishud jiéhtin daodi yéu dud gui,
FERENTFEMRREEIRE SR,
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how expensive it is for Chinese men to get married

138
érqié géi le yixiée juti de shuzi,
mBL% T —LBFEINEF,

and we gave some specific numbers

139
bingqié yé yong yi gé lizi lai chanshu le ta de zhongyaoxing.
HEOA—TOIFRERTENEEMY,

as well as some examples to illustrate the importance of it.

140
Na jiushi rugud ni bunéng manzu yiding de jingji yaoqiu dehua,
AR B A RIRTBEH B —ERIL T EKRAIE,

That is, if you can’t meet the financial requirements,

141
ni k&néng hui béipd gén ni de niipéngyou fénshdu,
{REIRESRBIRITNZ AR R D F,

you might be forced to break up with your girlfriend

142

hudzhé shi ni kénéng hui qu budao laopé.

2\5I:

ERIRAREZEARRZE,

or you won't get a wife.

143

Na xiamian wdmen lai jiang yT jiang yuanyin ba.
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AT EBFANIRIA—IAREEIE,

Now, let’s talk about the reasons (for this focus on money).

144
Na jiushi weishénme zai Zhonggud jiéhan,
FBMEN T LERELSE,

When getting married in China,

145
dajia hui zhéme qgiangdiao wuzhi ne?
ARREXAZRFENE?

why do Chinese people put so much emphasis on money?

146
W6 juéde haiydu hén dud yuanyin,
BRI EERZFEHA,

| think there are many reasons.

147
gizhong y1 gé yuanyin kénéng jiushi yinwei wdmen zai lishishang
H—"REATeEMEE A EAERE L

But one of them is probably because throughout our history,

148
yizhi dou shi y1 gé feichang quéfa wuzhi de gugjia,
—H#Z—TEERZYRNESR,

we had always been a country that lacked material things.

149
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hén dud shihou wémen bu yao shud ché hé fang,

REMREANAEZRENSE,

Forget about cars and houses,

150
zai hén zao yiqian liushi niandai qishi niandai,
AREMEINTERETER,

in the earlier time such as the 60s and 70s,

151

women lian fan dou cht bu bao de shidai, jiu liuxia le yizhéng jiyi ma,
BAVERBIZ AR, MET T —HICIZ0,

people didn’t even have enough food.

And it left an impression

152
jiushi ni qué zhége ni qué nage.
MR ARFRIZTMRERABT

that we lacked many things.

153
Ni yao liang geé rén yao jiéhdn, ni xilyao géng dud de wuzhi,
MEMRTARLE, MEEEZHNME,

When two people get married, that means they will need more money

154
youqishi ni yao fanyan xiayidai, jiaoyu xiayidai de shihou.
RERIREBEZENT TR, HE TR,

especially when they later have kids, they need to feed them and educate them.
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155
Sudyi ne women jiu biande gengjia de xdyao wuzhi le.
FRIAIREA T EREMF R T .

So, we became more demanding about material things.

156
Jiushi chibdo fan hén zhdngyao.
MERIBRREER,

Basically, being able to eat is very important.

157
Chibao fan shi xiangdang zhongyao de, shi diyt wei de!
IZIREELHEEN, 5 —UM!

Very important! It comes first!

158
Ta shi gaoyu aiging, gaoyu rénhé ginggan de.
EEsTER, STEAIERA.

It is higher than love or any other feelings.

159
yinwéi shéuxian ni yao hudézhe ni cai néng ydu ginggan,

RANBEFRIREFEMRTERBR,

You have to first be able to survive before thinking about feelings.

160
zhé shi Zhongguodrén de siwéi.

RXEFEANBLE,
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That’s Chinese thinking.

161
Na qishi zai wo de yinxiang zhong,
ARESEEERAIEN SR A,

Actually, my impression is

162
yizhiyilai hanyin qishi géng dud de shi yT gé wuzhi de tigong.
—EHUCRIEIHETE ZNE—TIRAEME,

that marriage has always been about providing material things.

163
bird shud zai hén zdo yiqian,
EEanin R B LART,

For example, in the earlier time,

164
ragud shud yT gé& nlhaizi yao jiarén dehua,
MRIR— DR IZTFEHRARNIE,

if a girl wanted to get married,

165
ta de mudi shi nénggou zhao yT ge jingji zhizhu,
RIS — T2,

her purpose was to find financial support.

166

Jitishi nlixing de chiijia ta jiishi yT gé wuzhi jiaohuan wéi jichl de.
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MERENEEEM S — IR AEMA,

Basically, marriage for a woman was based on exchanging material things.

167
Biru shud nimen lia zaiy1qi,
EEamIR R MR E—iE,

If you marry your husband,

168

shi yinwéi ni yao bang nanxing de jiazu zud zhé zud na, zud yixié gongzuo,

I

FREFR SRR IR AR, M—ET1E,

=
=

you need to help your husband’s family do things.

169
Chuanzongijiedai!
ErREf!

(The woman) needs to have a son to carry his family’s name!

170
Dui, ni yao wéi nage nanxing nabian yao shéng xiaohai,
X4, REAIBTBERDEE/NZ,

Right! You need to provide a baby for the guy.

171
sudyi nanxing yuanyi hua y1 bi gian qu,
FIABMEERE—E8E,

So, the guy was willing to spend some money,

172
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zai gudai kénéng shi qu mai,

AEHEREX,

in the past, in order to buy a wife. (In the past, it was possible to buy a wife.)

173
ér zai xiandai jiushi ni kénéng xdyao (qu)
MERAMEIRFTEFTE(E)

But nowadays, you need to provide material things

174
caili a, fangzi a, chézi zhéxie a wuzhi.
FALW, FBFM, FFIXLER,

such as a dowry, a house or a car.

175
Qishi dou shi ylyang de, gén zai yigian.
HL#E—H0, IR,

It's actually the same compared to before.

176
Zhongguo ziguyilai dou shi yT gé jianggiu xiao de gudjia,
FEEHUKBE—THKRZENER,

China has always been a country that values filial obedience.

177
zudweéi yT gé érzi, ni yidingyao shang xiaojing ni de fumua,
ER—TILF, R—EELZHFIRNRE,

As a son, you need to show filial obedience to your parents.
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178

Jiushi wutiaojian de fucong ni de zhangbeéi.
TR AR MIRAIIRE,

So, you need to obey your parents without any questions.

179

Na wo xiang shuo de shi, na déngdao ni de fumu lao le zhthou,
ABEBRNZ, FFARNRBET Z/E,

What | was going to say was that as your parents get older,

180
ni shi you yiwu qu shanyang ni de fumu de,
REA X SEEFMINREN,

it will be your duty to take care of them.

181
qishi zai fall shang y& ySu guiding zhége.
HE AR FWENERXD,

As a matter of fact, the law says that you have to do that.

182

Jiushi ni gérén de zérén feichang de zhong la.
MR T ANSEIFERIEMN,

You have a lot of responsibilities.

183

Ni fumu nianlao de shihou ni yao qu shanyang tamen,
R B EZNMRIRERMEFRMAT,

You need to take care of your old parents
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184
ranhou ni yao yang ziji de houdai,
AREIREFESEN,

and your kids.

185

ranhou ni de houdai zhangda le you yao qu shanyang ni.

REREEFRAT XEXEFR.

When your kids grow up, they will need to take care of you.

186
Jiushi zhéyang de yT gé xunhuan.
M XFEN—TER,

This is the cycle.

187
Sudyi shuo jiating cai hui raci zhongyao ma!
FLAIR 2R BE 7T = WL B 0 !

That’s why family is so important to (Chinese) people!

188
Na wd ganggang xiang jiang de zhongdian
ARENINARHRVE R

My point was that

189
jiushi yinwei érzi ydu shanyang fumu de yiwu,

MEENILFBMEFR NS,
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since guys have the duty to take care of their parents,

190
sudyi jiehan dui tamen laishuo féichang zhongyao,
FRAGIESIEA I RIRAFEER,

marriage is very important to them

191

yinwéi tamen yé xidngyao déng tamen ldo de shihou

RA At B E St ZaIETE

because when they get older,

192
ta yé you... xixia ybu zi lai shanyang tamen.
filthg... BB FEREFMA.

they will also want to have a son to take care of them.

193
Sudyi zhége yé shi yidai chuan yidai de zhége féngsu.
PR M — U E—RRIX T KA,

This is a tradition that has been passed on through the generations.

194

Qishi wo renwéi géng shén yicéng de yisi jiushi Zhongguorén de nage...

HIBIANNER—ENEEMEREANI...

| think the deeper meaning is that Chinese

195

ta shéngcun de guannian féichang de zhong.
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i EFRIZIEENE,

put strong emphasis on surviving.

196

Chule shéngcun yiwai shénme dou shi bu zhongyao de,

bR T EFMIMT A HEREER,

Other than that, nothing else is important.

197
jingshén yé bu zhdngyao.
Bt AEE,

The soul is not important.

198
Ni bukéyi qu wan yixié jiushi gén shéngcun méiyduguanxi de shiqing,
R AE—EM B IREFRAXRRNES,

You shouldn't do anything that is not related to your survival

199
ni bukéyi zuo yixié gén jingji méiydu guan de shiqing.
{RARI A — L EREZ 55 IR B XIE 1R,

or your financial state.

200

Biru shud ne?
EbanisE?

For example?

201
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Bird shuo fazhan ni de aihao,
tbanin & RIRIIE LS,

For example, (if you want to) develop your interests

202
biru shud ni qu changgé la, bird shud ni qu hua hua la,
EEani iR A IEHRML, CEARIRE = =M,

like singing or drawing,

203
zhézhdng shiging zai Zhdngguoérén de guannian limian
XMEREFEANNSER

this will be considered

204
jiushi buwtzhéngyé de, jiushi zai wan.
MEARSEWR, MEEDT.

as playing around and not doing a serious job.

205
W0 juéde yT gé zhdongyao de yuanyin jiushi yinwéi women de shéhui
BRE—TEENRERZERENNHES

| think one of the main reasons why we value money more is that in our society

206
tai ydong wuzhi lai hénglidng y1 gé rén shibushi chénggong,
KAMBPREE— T AR ZRI,

people use money to measure one’s success,
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207

daole yizhdng feichang jiduan de dibu.
2T —MIEE IR,

and it's done to the point that it becomes extreme.

208
Zai hangian de shihou,
TEIERIAYRTE,

For example, before getting married,

209
hén dud nlishéng hui qu kaoll jiushi nanxing ta daodi ydu méiydu gian,
RELXESEZRMEZMMEREREH,

many women will consider whether the guy has money,

210
hudzhé ta ydu méiydu zai mou gé qi ybu y1 gé fangzi,
REMERBEEETRE—TETF,

whether he has a house in a certain area,

21
yOu yT gé shénme pinpai de chézi,
B AamBENEF,

and what kind of car does he have.

212
ta juéde zhéxié dongxi hén zhongyao.
WRSXERAREE,

They think these kinds of things are very important.
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213
Er ta buhui hua hén dud shijian qu li4ojié nanxing,
Mt A RZIEET RS,

So, they don’t spend too much time getting to know the guy.

214
biru shuo ta you shénme néihan a, ranhou ta kénéng hén haoxiao a,
Ebanistfth B A RAN, A eI ERIFS<I,

For example, what kind of personal qualities he has, is he funny,

215

ta de géxing ydu shénme difang kéyi xiyin dao ta de.

R T™MEB A7 AT AR [ 24ty

or does he have any other personal traits that attract her.

216
Danshi ni yé& bunéng guai ta, ni zhidao wéishénme ma?
BRI REERM, RAENTANE?

But you can’t blame them. You know why?

217

Ni shuo
iR

Go on!

218
Yinwei zai Zhongguo hén dud niangingrén bird shud dao le yiding de nianling,

EAERERZSFERALLMIRE T —ERIEIR,
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In China, when young people reach a certain age,

219
jiaru érshi wa liu a ni jiu hui béi cut zhe jiéhdn,
R —+ AR S HIEE SIS,

for example, 25 or 26 years old, they might be pushed to get married.

220

danshi ni ydu méiydu yT gé nanpéngyou huozhé shi niipéngyou,
BEAXTE—1TBRRHERXBER,

But if you don’t have a boyfriend or a girlfriend,

221

na ni zénmeban ne?

AR ELTIE?

what do you do?

222
Ni kénéng jiu hui béi anpai xiangqgin.
RAJEEM Z R L HAEE,

Possibly, you will be set up with a matchmaker.

223
Na xiangqgin de shihou ni zhén de ydu shijian
AREERIRHR R BRI BT 8

When you are in that situation, do you really have time

224

qu lidojié duifang de xinggé, duifang de pinzhi ma?
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ETBIANERE, NARNmEE?

to get to know the other person’s personality or qualities?

225

Jibénshang dou buhui.

EXEHAR,

Usually, no.

226
xiangqin de liuchéng jiushi ni de fumu zéu guolai gén ni shug,
RERIREMZ RN B ETRIRIR,

The way matchmaking works is basically that your parents will tell you that

227
wo de péngyou hudzhé wo de qingi you yT gé nanhaizi tébié shihé ni,
BHPAREEBRNERE — T B &R FHEIESR,

their friend or relative has a son that is a good fit for you.

228
ranhou zhége nanhaizi mingpai daxué biye de,
REZXTBEHFREARFEWRY,

(They might mentioned that) this guy graduated from a well-known university,

229
ranhou ta zai nalinali gongzud, méi gé yué san wan kuai gian gongzi,
REMCEMEMETE, BTA=ZAREIR,

where he works, that he makes 30,000 yuan a month,

230
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ranhou ydu yitao fangzi, quan kuan na!

REB—EEF, !

and that he has a house that is fully paid!

231
Buyong anji€ le!
ARG T!

You won’t need to worry about mortgage!

232
Ranhou ni hui zhéyang xiang wenti, ni shud rugud nimen lid jié le hdn,
REMZXEE R, RiRNRIRIRES T8,

Then, you might think that if you marry him,

233
ranhou nimen de han hou shénghud hui féichang xingfu.
REFENNEREERIEE =R,

your marriage will be happy.

234
Weishénme ne?
N ALE?

Why?

235
YTnwei ni buyong gongfang a!
E AR R |

Because you won’t need to pay the mortgage!
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236
Rugud ni buyong gongfang,
NRIRT RS,

If you don’t need to do that,

237
ni jiu buyodng zhichd hén dud dongxi,
R B RZ R,

you won'’t need to spend much money.

238
na ni de shénghuo zhiliang jiu tigao le, duibudui?
BIRREEREMIRES 7, XNAI?

Thus, the quality of your life will be improved. Right?

239
Sudyi zhézhdng xingfu gan yé shi zhége shéhui
PR =B RENEX TR

So, society and parents have taught us that

240
haiydu fumu guanshd géi women de,
R BERmAIAN,

this type of life is a happy life.

241
jiushi ta juéde ni yao ydu y1 gé xingfu de shénghud de jichu shi
MEMXEFREE - E=ENEBENEMRZ

They think the foundation for a happy life is that
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242
shouxian ni déiyao you fangzi huézhé shi ni you yiding de cunkuan.
BAMEEREFRHERME —ENEHR.

you need to first have a house, then some savings.

243
Ranhou ni ydu méiydu zhuyi dao ganggang ni jiang de nage lizi,
REMREREETEZINIRIRIHAIAE M F,

Also, have you noticed that the examples you just gave,

244
jiushi dang ta de fumu gén ta de nli'ér shuo
M2 SR BRI LR

when the parents were

245
ta yao géi ta jiéshao y1 gé duixiang de shihou,
fth LR T B — T RAES R,

introducing a man to their daughter,

246
ta shouxian bushi shud zhege nanhaizi de xinggé yéu dud hao,
B RARRX T IRBZTFILRE 2T,

the first thing they mentioned about the man is not how good his personality is.

247
érshi ta tidao de zhéxié zhongdian dou shi ta shi mingpai daxué biye,

MEBRENXEEREBEMERMAFE,
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Instead, the focus is that he graduated from a prestigious university,

248

ta ydu dudshao gian, ta ydu ji tao fangzi,
B2V, tENLEEF,

how much money he makes and how many houses he has.

249
zhége nande zhisudyi shihé ni
X B Z FRE SR

The reason the man is a good fit for their daughter

250
shi yinwéi ta nénggou manzu yixié jingji yaoqiu.
RN i B — L2 TR K,

is only because he can meet certain financial requirements.

251

Ranhou dang zhége niishéng weén ta de fumd,
REIXN LRI E,

And when the girl ask her parents,

252
na duifang de xinggé zénmeyang ne?
ARSI R AR B ARENE?

how is the guy’s personality?

253

Na ta de fumu kénéng jiu hui shud, na xinggé kénding hén hao le!
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B RBRIBEM =, BEARTERGF T!

The parents might simply say that his personality is good.

254
Yiju hua jit gaikuod le.
—aIEMMRIET .

One phrase will summarize it all.

255
Késhi zhége "hao" shi féichang de méhu de
X AR RIIRHMIAY

But this word “good” is very vague.

256
Dui! Jiushi zai ni lidojié duifang zhigian,
XJ! BREIR T XIS ZH,

Yes. Before you have a chance to know the other person,

257

dang ni qu tongguo di san gé rén qu wen de shihou,

HIREBIEE =T AXERIRSR,

you ask a third party about that person,

258
naxié rén zdng hui shud zhége rén zhéli hao nali hao,
BLEASRRXTAXEL, BRI,

and the third party will always say that person is “good”.

259
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Zui zhongyao de shi ta ydugian! | Dui dui!

REZMNEMEE! | X!

The most important thing is that he has money! | Right!

260
Zdngjié yixia, jiushi wémen gangcai shud de jiushi
BE—T, MERNNZRNME

In conclusion,

261
yinwéi Zhongguorén féichang kanzhong wuzhi,
RANFREAFEEENR,

because Chinese people value material things so much,

262
sudyi jiéhln cai ba wuzhi shiwéi shi shduyao kaolli de yT gé dian.
FTAGEIET IEM R M AR EEEZRN—T K.

when they look for someone to marry, the first thing they consider is always related to money.

263
Na weishénme xianzai zhége wuzhi xaqiu yuélaiyué da, yuelaiyué gao le?
AT LAMERXMIRFRBREA, BREST?

But why is the need for material things getting bigger?

264
Na ni 1ai shuo y1 shud weishénme ba?
BRIREW—17 Rt ANE?

Can you talk about why?
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265

W& juéde jiishi nan dud ni shao de wénti bei.
H1FE B Z DAY RRM,

| think it's because of the problem of there being more men than women (in China).

266
Bashi niandai women yobu yT gé jihuashéngyu de zhéngce la,
INTERENE DI IETROBERM,

In the 80s, we had a family planning policy

267
méi geé jiating zhinéng shéng yT gé.
BTHREREET.

which only allowed one child for each family.

268
Na zhéyang dehua zai nébngcin dehua,
ARXAERIIEE R AVIE,

In the village,

269
hén dud rén shi bu yuanyi ztinshéu zhége yitaihua zhéngce,
REAZTREETX T —RRLECR,

most people didn’t want to follow this one child policy.

270

tamen haishi hui shéng.
e R SE,

They would still have more than one child.
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271
Ranhou dud shéng le xiaohai zénmeban ne?
REZET INMELE?

So, what would happen to them if they had more than one child?

272
Tamen jiu qu fugian, tongguo fakuan zhézhdéng xingshi ranhdu qu dud shéng,
i A, BEIREXMENREESE,

They would have to pay a fine in order to keep having babies

273
zhidao shéng dao nanhai weizhi.
BRERSEAILL,

until they got a boy.

274
Jiu xiang wémen gianmian jiang de érzi ta you ta de zudyong ma,
S TATRIE AR LFth A RO VE AU,

Like we mentioned before, sons serve a purpose in the family.

275
yinwéi ta shi yao shanyang ta de fumu de,
Ehfih R EMEF AR BT,

They need to take care of their parents in the future.

276
ér nU'ér shi jia g&i biéren jia de,

ME LR FLHIAZRE,
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Whereas daughters will eventually marry into someone else’s family.

277
sudyi zai hén dud rén de yanzhong ne érzi bi ni'ér zhongyao.
FRAERZ ARIBRFIE)LFLERILEE,

So, in many Chinese people’s mind, boys are more important than girls.

278
Rugud diyTt taishéng de shi érzi, tamen hui tingzhi shéngchan.
MRE—FRENZ/ILF, IELEEF,

If the first born was a son, they would stop having more.

279
Name rtgud ni diyT tai shéng de shi nlihaizi z&nmeban?
BAMRIRE—PRERERILF ELTN?

What would they do if the first born was a girl?

280
Tamen you féichang xiangyao nanhaizi a,
IR EBES ZF I,

If they very much wanted a boy,

281

sudyi tamen zhinéng dud zhe shéng,
FRUAEATT RBESRE A,

they would hide and have more babies.

282

hudzhé shi maozhe beéi fakuan de féngxian
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& E B BRI RAIXUES

Or they would take the risk of getting a fine

283
yé yao zai shéng yT tai shi shi yunqi.
HEBE—RININIES.

to keep trying their luck.

284
Sudyi cai hui daozhi xianzai dud chd le zhéme dud nande.
AT 2SBIAESE TXAZEN,

This practice has resulted in many more men than women in China.

285

Xianzai duo le dudéshao ya?
MESZ T ZO0?

How many more men now?

286
Xianzai dud le yinggai shi you san gianwan dao si gianwan ba.
MEZTNZEE=FTHEINFTHIE,

It's about 30 to 40 million more.

287

Tamen dao le shihdn nianling ranhou zhaobudao péi'éu.

AR T EBEFRA S AR

They have reached the appropriate age for marriage, but they can’t find a wife.

288
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Jiran you name dud nanxing ta shi zhaobudao péi'du de,

BRAEI L Z B IEMEHAZIECBAY,

Since many men can’t find a wife

289
yinwéi méiydu name dud de nlihaizi,
ERBIBALAZNLIZT,

because there are less girls,

290
sudyi jiu hui daozhi zhége xianxiang, shi shénme?
MMM ESEEZ TR, BA?

it has resulted in a phenomenon

291
Gaojia zhé dé ma
SN &S0

in which guys who can offer a higher price can get married.

292
Rugud ni de jingji tiaojian hao,
NRIRRIZ TSR YT,

If your financial situation is very well,

293
na dangran ni nénggou zhdodao péi'du de jilii hui géng gao yidian.
BE ARSI BB LREES — =,

your chance of finding a wife will be much higher.
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294

Dui, méicud! Rugud ni shi yT gé danshénhan dehua,
Xf, RHE! WRMEB—TEEINAE,

That’s right! If you are a bachelor

295
ni you méiyou shénme néngli,
R3GRB T ABET],

and you don’t have any special skills,

296
na jiu zhinéng yong qian lai qu héngliang ni le.
A RBERBREEEIRT .

people can only measure you by how much money you have.

297
Na rugud ni méiyou gian dehua, na ni kénéng zhinéng béi shéngxia le,
ARANRIRIZ B $AE, FIRATEERBEMRIT T,

If you don’t’ have money, you might be “left over”

298
yé&jiushi wdmen xianzai sudéweéi de "shéng nan" ma. | Dui
I EFHAVINEFTIBRY RIS IR, | X

which we call “leftover men”. | Right.

299
Qishi xianzai zai néngcun jiu féichang mingxian le, zhége xianxiang!
HIMAEERNMIFERETY, XTUR!

In fact, the phenomenon of “leftover men” is very common in villages.
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300
Jiushi wo zuijin lidng nian huijia de shihou
2 T B A 9 4F [B] R AT BT iR

In recent years, when | go back to my hometown,

301
wd néng ganshou dao zhézhdéng jidoll,
HEERSZRXMENR,

| can feel the anxiety

302
zhége jidolli shi laizi nanfang de fumu de,
EPMEREREBHHIRERY,

from men’s parents.

303
jiushi hén dud fumu ta ydu y1 gé dao le shihdn nianling de érzi,
MERZXEME R TEBERNILF,

Many parents who have sons that are at the appropriate age for marriage,

304
ydukénéng eérshi ba jitl le, hai méiydu jishan!
BEEZT/\NT, BEELE!

for example, 28 or 29, and they’re still not married,

305

Wa! Tamen nazhdéng jiaolli gén

E! (IR ER B
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the anxiety level the parents have

306
shi ni zhiyao zéu dao tamen mianqian jiu néng ganshou dao de.
EIRRABEEE M ERIFEERRZEIN,

can be felt as soon as you walk close to them.

307
W6 kan dao guo yi gé zhongnian nanzi qi zhe diandong ché,
BRI HESFHEEDNE,

| once saw a middle-age man riding an E-bike

308
ta jit daochu pao ma, qu gégé cinzhuang limian, ranhou jiu wén
s EILb IR, XS TNEER, ARSI

around different villages and asking

309
nimen cdn ydu méiydu méi jiéhdn de niihaizi a?
RSB IR GBI IZ T I?

whether the village had girls that were unmarried.

310

W6 jiu juéde, Wa! dou dao le zhézhdng dibu ma?
Biimis, 1E! #37 XMiths1E?

Wow! | was like: “Really? Is it that serious?!

311

W4 zhigian kan le yT gé xinwén.
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HZRIE T — T HE.

| read a news report before

312

Ydu yT gé nande ta zhdo le sanshi dud gé nlipéngyou,
E—I1Bt T =121 Xk,

about a man who had over 30 girlfriends

313

ranhou zhéxié nipéngyou huxiang dou bu zhidao duifang cunzai.

REXEZRREEHBFIES S FE.

and the girlfriends didn’t know the existence of each other.

314

Zhéme lihai!
XARE!

That’s impressive!

315
Ta yizhi wéichi zhe zhéyang ducfangmian de guanxi,
—EEIFESIFZHENXR,

He kept these relationships for a long time

316
ranhou meéigerén ta dou xunud shud, wo yao jiéhan...
REBTAEITFER, HEEE..

and he made promises to each girl that he would marry them.

317
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Erqi& naxié nide dui ta sixintadi.
T B BRLE R ARt B O Gttt

These girls were very committed to him.

318

Hao ba!

gFIm !
Okay!

319
Ta méiydu gian, ranhou ta yé bu shuai,
ftigE, ARMBARIN,

He didn’t have money and he wasn’t that handsome.

320
y1 kan jiushi nazhdng hén putong de.
—ENEPMRE BN,

He looked average.

321

Dan ta daodi you shénme lihai de difang ne?

BfEEIRB T AR ETSE?

But what was there about him that was good?

322
Zhege jiuishi wdmen bu zhidao.
S pes oA (ISP R

This is something we won’t know.
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323
Yéxu ta qidoshéruhuang la
MIFth IS F U E MW

Perhaps he was good at talking.

324

Jiushi hén hui shud, hén hui hdng niirén.
MER=W, RIMIA,

So, he knew how to talk and how to make women happy.

325
Rang wémen kan dao yidian xiwang,
ILENEBR—RFE,

From this, we (men) can have a little hope

326

gishi zhége shéhui ne haishi ydu jingshén de yibufén de.
HIX MR 2B BHIN—E o8,

that actually, our society contains some spirituality.

327
Ni de néihan gou dehua,
{RESAR ST,

If you have good personality,

328
ni haishi kéyi bu huaqian.
RE 2R AR,

maybe you don’t need to spend money to get a girlfriend.
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329

Dangran, bushi méigerén dou néng zhéyang.
SR, FEETAHBERXE,

Of course, not everyone is like this.

330
Jiushishuo ni de xinggé hudzhé shi ni de yixié pinzhi
MEIRIRAYER N E BRI — L mE

So, if a man's personality

331
zhén de nénggou xiyin dao nihaizi,
BErVREBIRE | B F,

can attract a girl,

332
yé youkénéng zai ni méiydu gian de qingkuang xia yé kéyi zhaodao laopo.
MARIEREMRZBHNER TR NKEIZE,

it is also possible that he can find a wife without money.

333

Ybu zhézhdng kénéng.
BXMAEE,

It is possible.

334
Zhishi bijiao xiao éryi!

RELBUNTE!
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But it’s just a small probability, that’s all!

335

Bijiao xido.
EEBUIN,
Right!

336
W4 ganggang yoéu xiangdao y1 gé hén yduyisi de cir,
HENINBEEEI—MREERRIEIL,

| just thought about an interesting term.

337

jiushi "bao" zhi baibing.
M e aER.

And that is “guaranteed to cure all illnesses”.

338
Baozhibaibing, bénlai ta shi y1 gé chéngyu,
BaEm, TREZ—THIE,

The term “bao zhi bai bing” is actually a Chinese idiom

339
jiushi yT bao yao ta kéyi baozhéng néng zhi gezhdnggéyang de bing,
ME— B ER MRIEREE SIS AR,

and it's used to describe a medicine that is guaranteed to cure all kinds of illnesses.

340

danshi ta xianzai jiu zhége "bao" ne,
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BEREIERXTE T,

But the character “bao”,

341
gishi ni buyao [iji€ shi "bdozhéng" de yisi,
HEL{RAREHRERIENESE,

should not be regarded as “guarantee”.

342
ta shi zhén de nage kuabao, jiushi niihaizi de bao.
ERENITEE, MEXEZTFNE,

It refers to a purse that a girl uses.

343
Na yisi jiushishud jiara wémen lia shi qingll, wdmen ch&ojia le,
AEREMB2RERNBAMRZERE, BAIWRT,

For example, if we’re a couple and we just had an argument.

344
ranhou wo hui gaosu ni yijuhua jiushi, "baozhibaibing"
REREHRE—0EMRE, "BEER

| would tell you that “bao” cures all illnesses.

345
ni déi géi wd mai yT gé bao,
RIGLRIE—TE,

(This means) you need to buy me a purse

346
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na wo jiu yuanliang ni le. | Jit wangdiao ta le?
BHEMRIRMT ., | SIEET?

and | will forgive you! | So, you will forget about it?

347

Dui, sudyi rigud ni xiangyao ni de nlipéngyou yuanliang ni,
Xf, FRASNRIRBEIRNZAARIRIRIE,

Right. If you want your girlfriend to forgive you,

348
na ni ji mai y1 gé bao géi ta.
ABIRFE—T A1,

you need to buy her a purse.

349
Shudoming dabufen nanshéng dou shi hén pingyong de,
WA S BAERERTRER,

It shows that most men are just ordinary

350
méiydu jiqido hé jinéng qu hdng nirén.
ARG REEMTA,

and they lack the skills to please women.

351
Xianzai haiyéu y1izhdng gingkuang jiushishuo,
MELE —MIERMEIR,

There is another situation in which
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352
dang ni yijing you le yixié jiéhun de bibéi de wuzhi tiaojian de shihou,
HIRELR T — L& E YIRS MHRIHE,

men are able to meet the necessary material needs for marriage,

353
danshi rénmen you xiangyao géng hao de wuzhi tidojian,
BREAMNXBEBFHRFH,

but people (women) want better and more things.

354

bird shud géng hao de fangzi la, géng hao de che la.

EEAMiR Ear RIS F I, BBUFROZM,

For example, a better house or a better car.

355
Ni you meéiyou zhuyi dao zhézhdng xianxiang?
MAEREIREXMIR?

Have you noticed this phenomenon?

356
Y&u ydu yodu, bird shud wo jiu jingchang hui tingdao yixié fumu shud,
BEE, LHNRBEMEERTE—LER B,

Yes. | often hear parents say something like:

357
wa, nage shéi shéi shéi jia de ni'ér jia de laogong hao ydugian a!
I, AR MEEIEERNZ)LENE A HIN!

“Wow! That family’s daughter has married a guy that is so rich!
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358

W& de nli'ér z&nme zhéme méiydu yong?
BNRILEARAREBRA?

Why is my daughter so useless?! (Meaning that her daughter cannot get a richer man.)

359
Zhao de yT gé ldogong, nage gongzi cai wu liu gian!
BHN—TER, BTIEFRNTF!

She found a husband that only makes 5-6 thousand yuan (a month)!”

360

Tamen wanquan buhui kaoll shud,
IR EARSEEIR,

They (the parents) never consider

361
ni n{'ér jia le zhége shduru zhiydu wii gian de nanrén,
ME)LE T X TBRARERETHEA,

that even though their daughter might marry a guy that only makes 5000 yuan a month,

362
danshi zhége nanrén hén ydu aixin a,
BEXTEAREE LM,

he might be compassionate

363
ta jiali haiydu y1 zht gdu a!

it BEEH—R !
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and he has a dog!

364
Sudyi tamen jiu hui hén xingfu.
PRI =R =R,

So, they might be happy together.

365
Huozhé ta hén nuli, ta yéugianli
FEMRS N, MBEE

Or, he might be hardworking and has potential.

366

Dui a, hudzhé ta zhangde shuai a!
XS0, BEE At A<1F m !

Right. Or he is very handsome.

367
Dui dui dui
33

Yes.

368
Na baokuo zai nlixing tamen zishén yé& hui yéu zhéyang de bijido,
BEFEELEMIBE S HEEXFMLER,

But actually, women will also compare themselves to each other.

369

birti shud hén dud yihdn de niixing,
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EEAR RS2 EERIRIE,

For example, when many married women

370
dang tamen zud zaiy1qi juhui de shihou,
S L E—ER SR,

gather together,

371

kénéng tamen hui xidnbai de bushi ziji de yixié chénggong,
AIREI )= B IENAZ B SR —E£RLIS,

what they try to brag about might not be their own success,

372

danshi tamen géng dud de hui taolun
BRINEZHNRITIE

but more things like,

373
wo laogong shangci géi wo mai le yT gé zuanjie,
BEN EIRBIE T — a7,

“My husband bought me a diamond ring,

374
hudzhé shi wé laogong géi wd mai le yT gé bao,
REERELGERLT 1 E,

my husband bought me a purse,

375
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ranhou yaome jiushi wod ladogong zuijin shéngguan (jia zhi)

REELMZRELAREFENER)

or he recently got promoted.”

376
Tamen hui zai shéjiao méiti shang xuanyao ziji de shénghud,
S TE GRS LI B S RAEE,

They will also show off their lives on social media.

377

jintian you chi le shénme la, mingtian you dao nar qu lGydu la!

SRXNZ T H+24M, BBRX BN L2 HRinH !

For example, “Today | ate this, tomorrow | will travel to this and that place.”

378
Dui, ranhou hai hui xiu én'ai,
X, AEREEERE,

Right! Some will even show how much they and their husbands love each other,

379
jiushi wo laogong dui wo dud hao.
MEREANEZIT,

or how nice their husbands treat them.

380
Danshi wd hén huaiyi na shifdu shi zhén de,
EERERMTERIBESEEM,

But | doubt if that’s all true.
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381

Kénéng tamen de jingshén bijiao kongxd la,
PIBEAA AU AB R EE AR =S RE ML,

Maybe because their lives are empty,

382
sudyi tamen jiu buting de xtyao yixié wuzhi
FRLASA TR NSt R E—LEY R

they need more material things

383
lai manzu ziji jingshén shang de yixié kongdong ba.
Fm e B et LN —E=EIE,

to fill the emptiness.

384
Yé kénéng shi,
A EER,

Or perhaps,

385

ranhou tongguo biéren lai kuazan tamen shug,
REBE A ARS B 1%,

by getting people to praise them

386
ni hao xingfu o! Ni hao xingyun o!
RIFEEH ! RIF=EH !

being happy and lucky, ...
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387
Yé kénéng shi wdémen xiang dud le, rénjia bénlai jiu hén xingfu!
ARERHNEZT, ARTEMRER!

Maybe we’re thinking too much and actually, they are very happy!

388

Hao ba, yéxu ba. Na wd zhu tamen xingfu!
9FIE, HIFIE, FFmAA]I=RE!

Okay! Maybe. | wish them happiness!

389

Hao de

il

Okay.

390
Dajia tingdao zhége xianxiang hudzhé shi zhéxié yuanyin,
ARIFERX TR E R XERRA,

When you hear about this phenomenon or the reasons why it exists,

391
jiu hui juéde na ragud tamen zhén de yodu...
MERSBAMRMNENS...

you might think that

392

nénggou nachd zhéme dud gian dehua,
BEfS 2 XA ZHANE,
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if they are able to provide the money,

393
na yé meéi shénme weénti a.
BRI At 2 [B] BRI,

why should this be a problem?

394

Danshi weénti shi hén dud rén na bu chulai!
BRRBMERZAZERLNR!

Well, the problem is that many people don’t have that much money!

395
Sudyi ne wdmen xiamian jiu jiang yT jiang
FRUADEFA) S E R H—IH

Now, let’s talk about

396
ta zhége féngsu hudzhé shi zhéyang de yT1 gé sixiang géi shehui,
EXTRERERZFN—TEBRLHR,

what kind of effects this tradition and thinking

397
haiyou géi rénmen dailai le shénmeyang de yingxiang.
EBRHBMMTERT H AN,

has on society and its people.

398

Yinwéi wdmen zhége hidnyin shi jiyu wuzhi de,
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RABMNZTIBREEE TR,

Since many marriages are based on material requirements

399
ranhou bushi jiyd jingshén shang de,
REFZETHH LN,

and not based on feelings,

400
hén ké&néng daozhi lihdn.
RABESHBEE.,

this might result in divorces.

401
Jiushi tamen liang gé kénéng xinggé buhé, shi ma?
MMM A EERAES, E15?

Maybe the couple’s personalities are not compatible?

402
Dui, tamen shénghud shang ydu gézhdnggeyang de maodun.
X, AEELEEMIENFE.

Right. They might have all kinds of arguments.

403

Bingqgié zhége shudfa yé kéyi dédao yixié shuju shang de zhichi ma.

AEXMYAR RIS —EHUE LRSI,

Also, this statement is supported by some data.

404
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NT k&yi kandao xianzai Zhongguo lihan 10 yuélaiyué gao le, dui ba?

RAIAERMEREBERERES T, WIE?

You can see that the divorce rate in China is getting higher and higher.

405

Shide. Shuo dao zhége,
=0, REXT,

Right. Speaking of this,

406
women shang yT qi de zhti jidng de jiushi zhége lihan 14,
B E—HINEFHOME X T BIEE,

our last podcast was about China’s divorce rate.

407
yé ti dao le zhé y1 dian yuanyin.
HRA T X—RREA,

We mentioned this reason.

408
Sudyi méiydu kan de yé kéyi qu lidojié yixia.
FRIARBENRAINETE—T,

If you haven't listened to that one, you can check it out.

409
Ni ganggang jiang de zhége didn wd hén tongyi.
RRIRIHEY XD REREE.

| agree with the point that you just made.
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410

Jit xiang wémen gianmian yizhi zai jiang de,
MEEARIE—EEHN,

Just like we have been talking about before,

411
dajia dou shi xiangqin rénshi de,
ARKREZEFEINRRY,

all couples meet through matchmaking.

412
jiu hén dud rén ba, yinggai shuod
MRZAIE, BZiR

| should’ve said many couples, not all.

413
Tamen lid génbén jiu méiydu ganging jichd,
b MmAR A =2 B R I E A,

These couples don’t have a foundation based on love

414
ragud ydu maodun dehua lidng gé rén génbén bunéng réngrén duifang,

WRBFEEM T AREREST RIS,

and if any conflict arises, they can’t tolerate each other.

415
jiushi yT chaojia kénéng jiu baofa le.
ME—WIROBEMIBL T .

So, every time they argue, they might explode.
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416
Weile bimian lihan hé bimian zhéyang de wénti,
AT B R B ISR X R 8] &R,

To avoid the problem of divorce,

417
na gancui jiu buyao jiéhtn hao le!
AT ELE BT 7!

we should just give up the idea of getting married!

418
Xianzai hén dud niangingrén jiu zhéyang xiang.
MERSEFRAMZFE,

Now, there are many young people that have this thinking.

419
Shi, hdoxiang xianzai bu jiéhtn de rén yé ting dud de le. | Dui
=, FEIMEASENALREZNT, | X

You're right! It seems that there is quite a lot of people that don’t want to get married. | Right.

420
Yigian hai hén shao,
PABIRIRD,

In the past, there were less people that thought this way.

421
jiushi dajia dao le nianling dod hui jiéhan.

MBARE T FRE LIS,
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People would get married at a certain age.

422
Danshi xianzai haoxiang nénggou kandao yuélaiyué dud de
BRMEIFEEEBERHRBZH

But now, it seems that there are more and more

423

women sud shud de shéngnan shéngnii le,

BAIFTIRRORI SR T,

“leftover” men and “leftover” women.

424
jiushi guo le sanshi sui dou bu jiéhdn de rén.
MEE T =+ 5 HAEIEIA,

These are people that haven’t gotten married in their 30s.

425
W jiushi qizhong yT1 gé.
B ER—,

| am one of them.

426

Ni dudda le? Fangbian wén ma?
RZKRT? HIEREIG?

How old are you, may | ask?

427

W jiushi sanshi ji sui de nazhdng rén.
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BME=T/L5 A,

| am over 30.

428
Ranhou hai méiydu jiéhan?
RETRBLEE?

And you haven'’t gotten married yet?

429

Késhi weishénme ne?
@A AIE?

Why not?

430
Wéishénme bu jiéhin? Yuanyin hén qingchu a,
A LAREGE? RRERFBEM,

Why | haven'’t gotten married? The reason is obvious.

431
jiushi yinwei jiéhdin you hén dud mafan shi.
MEERNEEBRZMOE.

Because it is a hassle to get married.

432
Shouxian y1 gé wuzhi de tiaojian la,
B MRS,

First of all, you need to meet a financial standard.

433
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ranhou woémen juéde jiéhln zhishi yT gé fall chéngxu,

RERBNEREBRZ2—TEFER,

Secondly, we (me and my girlfriend) feel that marriage is just a legal procedure

434
ta bunéng shi nimen aiging de zhéngming.
EARERIRIZ BRI,

and it cannot be prove of our love.

435
W4 shi zhéyang rénwéi de.
BRI,

That’'s what | think.

436
Danshi jiéhain hai hui dailai yixilie de wenti,
BREETERTR—FIIMIGEE,

Also, marriage will bring a series of problems.

437
jiushi ni yao qu zhiban gézhdnggéyang de wuzhi tidojian.
MR IREXENSMEFNIRFMG.

For example, you need to purchase many necessary things.

438
Zhexié dod hui rang women lia bu kuaile.
REA IR AIRE

All these might make us unhappy.
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439

Jiran bu kuaile, weishénme hai yao zai yiqi ne?
BATIRE, St ABBE—RIE?

If we’re not happy, why should we stay together?

440
Na gancui buyao jieéhln hao le.
TR AELETT.

So, why don’t we just forget about marriage?

441
Qishi xianzai you yibufén de bu jiéhtn de rén
HAER -8 oA EENA

In fact, some people that don’t want marriage

442
yinggai gén ni de xiangfa shi yiyang de,
ROZERIRAVARIE B — 1R,

might have the same thinking as you.

443
y1 gé shi juéde hén mafan,
— P RISRILN,

One reason is that they think it's a hassle

444
lingyT gé k&néng shi zhaobudao ziji xin'ai de banld,
AT HEERAR B2 OENHE,

and another reason might be that they cannot find somebody they truly love.
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445
jiushi zhdobudao aiqging dehua, na wd jiu bu jiehan.
MEXAEEIBRNE, BBRMALEE,

So, if they can’t find true love, then they don’t want to get married.

446
W0 keéyi [ijig, jiushi tamen juéde zhége shéhui yijing hén juéwang le.
BRI LR, MEMIREXTHEIELREET,

| can understand that. They feel that society is hopeless.

447
YTnwei shouxian tamen weishénme juéde buxiang jiéhian?
EAERMN A A REABLEIE?

Why don't they feel like getting married?

448
Yinwei tamen de wuzhi tiaojian génbén jiu dabudao jichu.
E A AR B R A AR R IA R B £ b,

First of all, because they simply can’t meet the financial requirements.

449
Shijian jit le yihou tamen jiu hui you yizhdng qingxu,
REX T NEimMaE —I54E,

As time goes by, they will develop a feeling

450
jiu hui juéde zhége shéhui féichang de Iéngku, féichang wugqing.

MERFIXTHZERRE, FELE.
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that society is cruel and cold.

451
Ranhou tamen dui hanyin, dui aiging yé méiyou renhé de giwang.
REMAIXNER, NEBHKBECNEEE,

And they don’t have any expectations of marriage or romance.

452
Ni jiang de shi nanxi ma?
fRIAFRIZ S ENL?

Are you talking about the men?

453
Dui, nanxing jiu hui zhéyang sikao.
Xy, BEMERXERE,

Yes. Men will think this way

454

Shénzhi hui shud qu choéushi nﬂxing,

BEEZRRENMARIE,

and they might even develop hatred towards women,

455
yinwei tamen rénwéi naxié niixing dou shi yixié jianqgianyankai de niirén.
ERMATPARIBLELZ SRR —LE N ERFFILZ A,

because they feel that many women care only about money.

456

wo kénéng hén you néihan, danshi wé méiydu gian,
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BAIBERAERME, BRKIRBH,

(Some men might think:) “l am a person with good inner qualities, but | don’t have money.

457
naxié ndde jiu kan bu shang wo, wd jiti juéde hén bumanyi,
BELZHMEA LI, BMRESRNFHE,

So, women don’t like me and | am not happy about this.

458
wd jitl hén fennu.
BRR AR

Then, | get very angry.”

459
Sudyi ni juéde zhézhdng nande chéushi nlixing de sixidng,
PR 15X M BRI AR L 14 RY B8,

Do you feel that the hatred some men hold towards women

460
huibuhui yuélaiyué yanzhong?
SRR TE?

will get more and more serious?

461
Hui a, tamen jiu hui hén jiduan hua.
=, M RRIRT.,

Yes. They will get even more extreme.

462
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Yduxiérén hui shud, na wd qu zhao xiaojie,
BEARN, ABEEH/NE,

Some men might say: “It's better if | look for a prostitute

463
hai hdo guo jiehtn, duibudui?
UL, WAX?

than getting married.

464
Yinweéi wd suan guo yT bi zhang,
EAFHELT—ZEK,

Because | have figured out

465
wO méitian qu zhao xidojie, zhiyao hua dudshao gian,
BEREHIE, RERZ DY,

that if | go to a prostitute every day, how much it will cost.

466
yéxu zhiyao san bai kuai.
HIFRE=FIR,

Perhaps, 300 yuan each time.

467
Na y1 gé yue xialai bingbu xdyao hua dudshao qian.
B—1N B TRARNFERLZ D,

That way, | won’t need to spend too much for a month.
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468
Danshi wd yao qu jiéhan, wd yao maifang,
BREREESE, BEXLE,

But if | get married, | will need to buy a house.

469
jiu xiang wdémen gangcai shuo de,
AR AN 15A9,

We talked about this before.

470
wd mai yT gé wu baiwan de fang, wo zai mai y1 gé y1 baiwan de ché,
BEX—1ABEANE, BEX—T—8BANE,

I might need to get a 5 million yuan house and a 1 million yuan car,

471
w0 zai mai dong mai x1, mai y1 da dui dongxi,
HELERIA, X—AHRA,

along with other stuff.

472
na wod hén pilao hén Iéi a!
ABRESREN!

So, | will feel exhausted!

473
Erqi& wo méitian bixd miandui téngyT gé nurén,
mBRERLIEXNE—TEA,

Also, | will have to face the same woman every day.
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474
danshi wd qu zhao xiaojie, méitian dou hui zhdodao buyiyang de xiaojie.
BRERER/NE, BREZHEA—HFr0E,

But if | go to prostitutes, | will get a variety of women.

475
Tamen géi wo dailai kuailé, wd de huaxiao géng shao,
MR TERIRE, FHIEHEED,

| will be happier with less cost.

476
na wo wéishénme bu qu zhao xidojie ne?
BB R AR EHENE?

So, why not go to prostitutes?”

477
Suiran tamen jiang de hua shi chayu fennu haiyou juéwang,
SRMATAIEZ L TRRIEELE,

Even though they might say this out of anger and hopelessness,

478
danshi wo haishi juéde tamen zhéyang shud
BRBERRFIX R

what they say

479
hui rang wo juéde ydudian bushifu, jii zudwéi yT ming nlxing.

FUHRETERNETR, MIEN—BRIL,
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makes me feel uncomfortable, as a woman.

480
Jiu hdoxiang ta ba nlixing dangzuo le y1 gé
MFBEAIELESET —T

It feels as if they view women

481

REeBAthIEREFROIE.

as an object for their sexual needs.

482
Danshi xianzai hén dud niixing yé& shi zhéyang rénwéi de.
BERMAERZSIMBEXFIAN,

But, many women nowadays also regard themselves as “objects”.

483
Birt shud ni yao qu xianggin la, ni gén nlixing chdqu yiqi chifan la,
EEUMIRAREERAREM, (RERK M E—EENZ IR,

For example, when men meet women through matchmaking or go out to dinner with women,

484
dabufen dou shi nanxing maidan.
AL HWEBMHELE,

usually the men have to pay.

485

Bushi wdmen wuhua niixing, shi zhénggé shéhui dou shi,
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ARV R, BRETHSHZ,

I's not that men are objectifying women, but society

486

baokud nlixing ziji, ta ddu chéngrén zhézhdng xianzhuang.
BREMEES, WMEAINZFIA.,

and even women themselves accept the current situation.

487
Erqié ta hui huagian qu zhéngrong,
mEMSEEEES,

They spend money on plastic surgery

488
ta hui huagian qu rang ziji biande géng méi géng piaoliang.
ATHEILECEREEE RS,

to make themselves more beautiful.

489
Huozhé shud ta hui xuanfu.
FERMSIZE.

Or they show off their wealth.

490
Ta xuanfu shi wéile x1yin géng fu de rén zhuyi ta.
WIZE RN T IRSIEERATEM.

Even the action of showing off their wealth is for the purpose of attracting a richer guy’s attention.

491
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Zhénggé shéhui de gongtong de yizhdng xintai,
BT HENHFN—MOE,

This is the mindset of everyone in society,

492
bu jinjin shi nanxing éryi.
MU ZESBMHEME,

not just men.

493
W6 juéde tamen jiéshou le.
BREMIE=T.

| think they all accepted it.

494
Tamen jieshou de bidoxian jiu zaiyu
I HEZHNRMAET

Men accepted it because people can see that

495
tamen hui géng nuli de qu zhénggian.
I ISES NNERE.

they’re trying hard to make more money.

496
Ranhou nlixing de bidoxian jiu zaiyu
AEXHNRIMET

And women try to
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497
tamen hui géng nuli de qu tigao ziji de waibiao,
=B NNERS B CRIINE,

improve their looks

498
yinwéi tamen juéde nanxing kanzhong de shi waibido.
RSB EEENE K.

because they feel that men value appearance.

499
Nande juéde wd kéyi bu shuai, wd kéyi bu youmo,
BRRSH A AR, ] ATEAE,

Men think that they don’t have to be handsome, funny,

500
wo kéyi méiydu neéihan,
HKEILURBE WA,

or develop good inner qualities

501
dan gian k&yi bang wd jigjué yigie wenti,
{BE ] AZS E AR /R — 1 [0) R,

because money is what they need to solve all problems,

502
baokud wo k&yl mai dao nirén de ai.
BEBAMLIZANE,

including buying love from women.
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503

Danshi zai shiji shenghud zhong, wdmen gangcai shuo le,
BREXERER, BNNTRT,

But in reality, as we said before, ... (he digressed)

504
weishénme yao lihin? Weishénme yao chaojia?
N LEBE? AT LEWER?

Why do couples divorce, fight

505

Weéishénme ydu maodun?
AT LrBFE?

or have conflicts?

506
Jiushi yinwéi ni rénwéi gian kéyi mai dao yiqie,
MR RIRIAN R ALER—1),

It's all because people assume that money can buy everything,

507
dan zai shiji zhong gian bunéng mai dao yiqie!
B EFRP e REL R —1])!

but it's not really true!

508
Xianzai hén dud de Zhonggud nanxing, niangingrén o

NAERSHPESYE, FRAW
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Many young Chinese men nowadays, ... (she digressed)

509
bénlai nianqing jiu yinggai shi yduhuali,
REEBRMNIZERET,

Young people should be filled with energy,

510
danshi wo kan zhe tamen jiu méitian dou hén xinku,
BRHEEMIIMBRPRFE,

but many of them look very exhausted.

511

ranhou tamen yé buhui tai qu fazhan tamen de xingqu
RN AERERRAIRIER

So, they don’t develop their interests

512

hudzhé zhaogu tamen de xingxiang.
&R R.

or take care of their appearance.

513
Tamen hua hén dud shijian qu manzu zhége jiating,
RSN EEHEXTHRE,

They spend a lot of their time taking care of their family

514

zhége shéhui dui tamen de giwang.
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X3t IAVHAEE

and meeting the expectations of society.

515

Tamen yao dadao zhége shéhui sud rénké de nazhdng rén,
b NERZX TN SFTIARTRIBRFRA,,

They want to get approval from society,

516
tamen jit xdyao hua hén dud shijian zai gongzud shangmian,
i I B ELRZ N EELF L,

so, they spend most of their time working

517

zhé jiu daozhi le tamen jingshén fangmian de kongxa.
XS T B A ENZRE.

and this results in them feeling empty.

518
Bird wd méiydu shijian kanshd, wd meéiydu shijian ting yinyue,
tbanFisBREES, HxENEIER,

For example, they don’t have time for reading, listening to music,

519
w0 méiydu shijian kan dianying,
BB EERS,

watching movies,

520
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wo shénzhi méiydu shijian qu, jiushi gén péngyou qu jiaoliu.
BEEZANEE, MIBRARERR,

or even talking to friends.

521
Jiushi ni de jingshén jidu de kongfa.
MEIRABERIRENTZ,

They become spiritually empty.

522
Women xianzai shud "yéuni nan" na.
B VLA HARL 55 AR

We have a term “greasy man”.

523
Shénme yisi?
tAER?

What does it mean?

524
Jiushi ni biande you lao le,
MEBMEBXET,

It means that when you’re getting older

525
ni bu yandong, ni de dizi hén da,
RAED, RIEFRAK,

and you don’t exercise, your belly becomes bigger
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526
ranhou ni cht hén dud dongxi,
AREIRIZRZRA,

and you eat more,

527
ranhou ni zhifang yuélaiyué dud, ni jiu bian "yéuni" le.
ARIEIRRERb RS, (RRIZEHRT .

so, your body accumulates more fat. You become “greasy”.

528

Hao ba!

P!
Okay!

529
Ni méiyou rénhé xiyinli.
RRBEERS 7],

Thus, you are not attractive at all.

530
Qishi shud daodi jiushi dajia duiyd zhézhdng sixidng
Hsp AR E AR F X218

Actually, it comes down to the fact that

531

hudzhé shi féngsu yijing qufu le!
REZNBEZERT!

everyone has given in to this kind of thinking and tradition.
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532
Ranhou wo xianzai cha yT gé ti wai hua,
REBINETE—TEIME,

I'd like to say something that’s besides the point.

533
jiushi xianzai bushi liixing huijia guonian de shihou za yT1 gé nllyéu ma?
MEMNEAERITERIRI FARMEE— N RIG?

Now, it's very popular for men to rent a girlfriend for Chinese New Year, right?

534
Jiushi rang tamen fumu buyao dui ta laodao le.
MR IR B AREZSME T,

They want their parents to stop nagging them.

535
Dui, ni qu Taob&o shang zh&o yT gé niixing huiqu
X, MMEBE L —TRMEEE

Right. So, they bring a woman that they find on Taobao (similar to Amazon)

536
ji yingfu ni de ginqi, péngyou, fumu,
PMAAHRAIER . Bk, R,

to deal with their relatives, friends and parents.

537
ranhou jiazhuang ni ziji yijing ydu niipéngyou,

REREMECEZERER,
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They will pretend that they already have a girlfriend

538
érqgié jiehan hén kuai le, jiu zhéyangzi.
MBESERIRT, MXEFEF.

and that they will get married soon.

539
Dui, érqié zhége jiagé haoxiang yé bu pianyi ba?
Xf, MEXTMBIFEEAERIE?

Right. Also, this isn’t cheap, right?

540
Jiagé wo jiu bu zhidao le, antian suan de ba.
MBBMAIET, BRREMNIE,

| don’t know too much about the price. | think they charge a daily fee.

541
Haoxiang haiydu yixié guiding,
FHEER —ENE,

It seems that there are also some rules.

542
bird shud bunéng gianshdu hudzhé shi bunéng qinwén.
EEaR AN EeE F e E B EEEM .

For example, they can’t hold hands or kiss.

543

Rugud ginwén dehua hudzhé shi gianshdu dehua,
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NREMRNENE B EFEFRIE,

If they do these things,

544
zhége féiydong you yao jia dudshao.
EPTEAXEMZD,

the fee will increase.

545
Dou shi ming ma bidojia de, jiu xiang caishichang mai cai yiyang.
HZIRRSIRNEY, FBEHIHER—1F,

This service has a standard price and it’s like buying vegetables at a wet market.

546
Dui, ragud ni bu yuanyi qu zud zhéxié shiging dehua,
X, MRMAARBEEMXLEEIFRNE,

If you don’t want to do this kind of thing,

547
na buyong danxin! Jiazhang hai hui bang ni qu zuo.
AAAIEL! RRESEIREM,

don’t worry! Your parents will help you out.

548
Tamen jiu hui ba ni de jianli shénmede na dao yixié xianggin jido,
M SIEIRRIRE A ANZEE —LEERA,

They might print your “resume” and take it to a “matchmaking corner” (in a park)

549
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ranhou gén biéren de jianli duibi,
RIS IR AR E AL,

and compare yours to others

550
ranhou bang ni xinzhao duixiang.
REBIRIFHIR,

in order to find you a mate.

551
W6 you kan gud nayang de xiangqin jido,
BEEIIMFRIEER,

| have seen “matchmaking corners”.

552
gishi wo ydu zai gongyuan [imian kandao guo.
HIP B rEHEEERT.

Actually, | have seen them in a park.

553

W4 diyici kan de shihou juéde tébié de zhénjing.
BERENIERSTAINER.

When | first saw one, | was shocked.

554
Ni zai nali kandao guo?
REMESRT?

Where did you see it?
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555

W& zai Shénzhen.
BERI,

In Shenzhen.

556
Yiban dachéngshi dou bijiao dud zheyang de dongxi.
— AR AR T B LR Z X AR RS,

Usually, there is more of this kind of things in big cities.

557
Dui, rdnhou wo... gishi wd kan dao de zhéxié sudéweéi de jianli ba,
Xy, AleH... EXBEFXLEFMBAEHIE,

Right. Actually, on the so-called “resumes”,

558
shangmian de miaoshu de zhéxié rén,
FEOBIARRXLEA,

most people, as they are described

559

tamen qishi dou shi féichang lihai de.

I ELE IR R ER.

come across as very impressive.

560
Jit hén dud rén dou shi guo le sanshi sui méiydu jiéhan,
MRZAHMBI T =15 RBEE,

Many of them are in their 30s and still unmarried,
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561
danshi ta zai shéhui shang de diwéi hén géo,
EBEEELE LAMURS,

but their social status is actually pretty high.

562
biru shud hén dud rén ta shi shou le gaodéng de jiaoyu de
EEUIRRZ A ES T EENHEN

For example, many of them have received higher education

563
shuoshi a bdshi
s+

and might even have a master’s or a doctor’s degree,

564
huodzhé shi ziji kai le gongst,
RNERBSHTAE],

or have their own business.

565
shénzhi jiali de jingji tidojian yé féichang hao.
BEERENZFFRMGOIEREL,

Their family’s financial situation might also be very good.

566

Danshi zhéxié rén wéishénme hui zhdobudao ne?

BREXEANMTAZHARIE?
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But, why can’t these people find a spouse?

567
Tamen kénéng dui lingytban de yaoqiu yé hén gao ba.
I TRIBEXS 5 —FRIB R BRSIE,

Maybe because they have a higher standard for their future partners.

568
Bujin yaoqiu duifang ydu yixié jingjijichu,
MYERI HH—LLEZ5T A,

Not only do they require the other person to have financial assets,

569
kénéng hai yao zai xinggé shang hédelai a.
FIRER B A8 L B15K,

but also have a compatible personality.

570
Zhéyang zai Zhonggud laishuo jiushi féichang tiaoti.
XEFEFERREMESIFE DA

These people will be considered picky in China.

571
Jiushi haiydu aiqing! Jiushi tamen k&néng hui dui aiging you shéwang.
MBEEZER! MEMITTEESYERBEEE.,

Also, they might have higher hope for romance.

572

Zhé bufen rén wo rénwéi jiushi yinwéi tamen xiangyao
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XEBD AFINAFZE A8

| think because they are

573

zh&odao jingshén shang de banld,
WEITE RIS,

looking for soulmates,

574
sudyi jiu xianzai dou hai meéiydu jiéhdn.
PTIARL I ER R IR 4518

they’re still unmarried.

575
Xiangfan jiéhadn jié de bijiao kuai de nazhdng rén shi
R EEEEERIROIET AR

On the other hand, people that marry early

576
wuzhi shang kan dui le yan jib mashang jiéhan de nazhdng.
M LB T IRM D LS IERIBRRT,

are the kind that once financial requirements are met, quickly get married.

577
W& kan guo jiéhin zui zao de shi shilid sui.
HEIESESRENRE TS,

Sixteen years old is the youngest marriage I've ever seen.

578
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Shiliu sui? Dou buhéfa!
TAZ? WAGE!

Sixteen?! That’s not even legal!

579
Na shi zai nébngcin ma.
AB R TE AT

That was in a village.

580

Hao ba.

y}DEO

Okay.

581
Zhége hanyin shichang bujin shi zai Zhongguo,
X MEREH MY EEFE,

This marriage market isn’t only in China.

582

zai Zhongguo ni yao tonggud shénme caili a, fang a, ché a qu dachéng.

FEFEREEI+AFAM, B, FEREEMN,

In China, you can try to get a wife by providing dowry, a house or a car.

583
Na ni ragud haishi méiydu héshi, ni z€nmeban?
BIRAMBRERZRBEE, REAN?

But what if you still can’t find a suitable wife?
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584
Ni ji dao waiguo qu zhao.
IRELEIIMNE K

You can look for one abroad.

585
Xianzai bushi yéu zhézhdng xianxiang ma?
MERZE XM RIG?

Isn’t there a phenomenon now?

586
Qu y1xié Yuénan Jianpuzhai a,
& — bR SR i R

People go to Vietham, Cambodia,

587
Miandian | haiydu Migndian, dui
fit) | MBEE, X

Burma | And Burma. Right!

588
Qu mai xinniang ma.
2 SERTAR I o

To buy brides.

589
Dui, zai néngcun bijiao dud.
X, ERILERZ,

Yes. It’s especially common in the countryside.
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590

Ni kandao gud ma?
RERING?

Have you seen this?

591

Xinwén shang ydu kandao guo a.
i L EERII.

| have, on the news.

592
W& ydu zhénshi de jiandao gud!
BEESIMNIEIT!

| have seen it in real life!

593
Ni jiang!
R+

Tell us!

594
Erqié shi fashéng zai wd shénbian de shi.
MERREEKGUNE,

Also, it happened around me.

595
Y&u yT gé nande, ta shi wo de linjad, jiu congxido zhang dao da de,

B—150, tMEKNSDE, MMIREIKE,
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There was a guy that was my neighbor and we grew up together.

596
gishi ta gén wo de nianling chabudud.
H RN FREARZ,

He is at my age.

597
Ranhou ta shi jiali de lao'er,
REMERENEZ,

He is the second child in his family.

598
jiushi ta shangmian you y1 gé gége, gége yijing qu le laopé le.
MR LEE 135, SHFELETEET,

He’s got an older brother and his brother is married.

599
Na jiali de gian dou bangzhu gége qu le laopo,
BRENSEAEIIIRTEE,

So, the money his family had was used up to help his brother get a wife.

600
na ta didi jio méiydu banfa le.
BB BEMIRBINET .

When it came to him, there was no more money.

601

Sudyi ta zai béndi qu budao,
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FRAth FE A B AN E,

Since he couldn’t get a wife locally,

602
na ta bama jiu xiang dao le y1 gé banfa.
AR EBHMBE T — P INE.

his parents came up with an idea.

603
Y& bushi tamen xiang de ba, jiushishuo yijing kaishi liuxing le.
WAZMIVERIE, MBRELFFIRRITT .

Actually, it wasn’t an idea from them. It was already very popular.

604
Na tamen jiu hua le ba wan haishi shiwan qu Yuénan mai le yT gé laopé.
AR T N\ ER T AEBEXT —1TEE,

They spent 80,000 or 100,000 yuan to buy a wife from Vietnam.

605
Ni shi shud mai waiguo xinniang dehua
RZ2 1 SESNEFTIRAVIE

You are saying that

606
shi bi zai guénéi dehua jiéhdn géngjia pianyi,
ELEEERMNELEENEER,

it's cheaper to get a wife abroad than in China,

607
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géng jingji de yizhdng xingwéi?
BEFTN—MTA?

it's more economical?

608
Dangran, buran dehua tamen zaojiu zai jia imian qu le!
SR, ARNERINEMEREERT!

Of course! Otherwise, they would’ve gotten one locally!

609
Shi yinweéi tamen zai jia limian qu budao a!
EENMEREBEAR!

It was because they couldn’t get one locally.

610
Nage nande jit mai lai le ma,
AR~ SBRURASESR T R,

So, the guy bought a (Viethamese) wife,

611
jiu zhége niihaizi gén ta shi ytiyan butong de,
M Z I F IRt @5 S T ERY,

and because of language barrier,

612
liang gé rén méiydu banfa goutong.
[N Z=D) 7 3p

they couldn’t communicate.

mandarincorner.org

106


http://www.mandarincorner.org

Audio Podcast - Why Is Getting a Wife So Expensive For Chinese Men?

613
Danshi zai y1 nian zhthou haishi ban nian zhihou,

BREE—FZEERFFZRE,

But after they were married for a year or half, (Eileen meant to say “a year and a half.)

614
ta wéi nage nande shéng le yT gé érzi.
w R BRET —1ILF.

the Viethamese girl gave birth to a boy.

615

Guod le lidng nian zhthou, nage nlde pao le.
HTMEZRE, BIENET,

Two years after that, the girl ran away.

616
Ranhou zhézhodng taopao de xianxiang féichang pubian.

REXMABIMRIEELIE,

This phenomenon of foreign brides running away is quite common.

617
W4 gaji jiushi y1 gé jituan, fanzuijituan céhua hao de,
BT — 1 5%HE, LHEREERLIFHY,

| suspect that it was all planned by a criminal organization.

618
guo yT liang nian tamen jiuyao taopao,
o — A ER T ZE LR,

(They will instruct) the women to run away after one or two years.
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619
ranhou tamen you kéyi zai ba tamen mai géi qita de danshén nanxing.
REMMNX A UBIEMIIZLEMNR G B,

Then, they can sell the girls to other single men again.

620
Zhéyang jiu kéyi zhuan géng dud de gian.
X AR A AR EE Z 9%

This way, they can make more money.

621
Haiburd jiao chizu xinnidng ne, shiwan kuai gian zd y1 nian,
BN HFEFIRIE, T HREME—F,

We might as well call it rental brides at 10,000 yuan a year.

622
hai kéyi géi ni shéng y1 gé xiaohai.
WA AGIRAE— T,

And you get a baby.

623
Sudyi xianzai hén dud rén danxin, jiushi hén dud fumd ma,
FRAMERZ ABL, MERZSXEH,

That’'s why, many parents worry...

624
mai le Yuénan xinniang de fumu

LT HREFTIRAIR &
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Parents of guys who bought a Viethamese wife

625

tamen hui danxin tamen taopao
IS8 O TR

are worried that the girls might run away.

626
Jiu ba tamen sud qilai?
IE AR ?

So, they lock them up?

627

Y& bushi sud qilai name yanzhong, danshi hui féichang jinshén.

AR HHERIBATE, BRERIFREEE,

I's not that serious! But they will be very cautious.

628
Hui kan zhe 3, bu rang ta yigérén chiqu.
SEEM, MLit—7MALBE,

They will watch them and won't allow them going out alone.

629
Houmian wo yé juéde ting gaoxiao de, jiushi nage nande,
EEZORERERN, MERTEH,

It was kind of funny what happened later with my neighbor.

630

ta fumu haishi ting manyi de,
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fih X EEZ =AY,

(Despite the Vietnamese wife running away,) his parents were quite pleased

631
yinweéi ta shéng le yT1 gé érzi.
RAET—1I)LF.

because she gave them a baby boy.

632
Sudyi tamen juéde na jiu suan le ba.
PR A ] 521G AR E 7 IE,

So, they were thinking to just forget about it.

633

Tamen zhuan dao le!

A IR 7!

They gained something out of it!

634
HanyTn jiushi weile géi ni shéng y1 gé xidohai,
BRI E RN T RIRE—T\Z,

The purpose of a marriage for men is to have someone that will give them a baby,

635
ranhou kéyi zai jia géi ni tud tuodi,
RIEAATERGRIEHEM,

mop their floor,

636
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gé&i ni zuod yixia jiazhéng fuwu,
LIRME— T REARS,

do the housework

637
ranhou kénéng manzu yixié xing fangmian de xdyao,
REFIERHRE—EMAENEE,

and satisfy their sexual needs.

638
zhé jiushi Zhonggudrén renwéi de hunyin de quanbu.
X2 REANAREIRANZED.

This is what Chinese people think what a marriage is.

639

Kénéng tamen buhui zhéme shud, danshi shijishang jiu zhéme zud de.
AREM I AR IX A, (BE LR LM AMAY,

They may not admit this. But that's what they’re doing in reality.

640
Zhezhdng qgingkuang hai yuelaiyué jiduan,
XA R S AR i,

This situation has become more serious

641
dao le y1zhdng jiushi hui rang rén fanzui de dibu.
AT —MMESIEAILFEAT

to the point that make people commit crimes.
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642
Women zhigian jiang nage cong waigué mai xinniang ma,
BA1Z BIHBR T MIME SEFTIR IR,

We have mentioned that people buy brides from abroad.

643
haiydu y1 gé weénti jiushi nanxing,
BE— M ES Y,

The other issue is that

644
yuélaiyué dud guanggun nanxing,
HRH SRS,

there are more and more single men

645
tamen dui jiushi xingshénghud fangmian yé ydu xuqiu.
i I ML LEF A EBERK,

who have sexual needs,

646
Danshi tamen céng zhéngchang tujing wufa dédao manzu,
BRMMMERRZTIESEHE,

but cannot be satisfied through legal means.

647

na zénmeban ne?

HBELTNE?

So, what do they do?
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648
Fanzui Il shangshéng, dajia y& dou kandao le.
PRELFA, AREHERT,

As you can see, the crime rate has gone up.

649
Jingchang yduyixié nage wang yué ché ma,
ZEE LT ML ZEH,

There are some cases when a single woman gets into a taxi

650
danshén nlixing shangqu le zhthou, ranhou ni jiu xidoshr le.
BETUEERTZE, RRMERMERT.

that is ordered by an app, and then they disappear.

651
Dui o, hao képa o!
X, SFRIAE!

Right! It's terrifying!

652
Dui, ni jiu zaodao xingginfan, ranhou ni jiu xiaoshT le.

X, REUERIMEIE, ARBMEUERT,

Yes. You might get sexually abused and then, you disappear.

653
Zhéyang de wenti yé yuélaiyué dud.

XAFR )t s,
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This kind of problem is occurring more and more.

654
Na jiu ni gérén éryan laishud dehua,
AR T AT S HKITRIE,

In your personal opinion,

655

ni dui zhéyang de yT gé féngsu you shénmeyang de kanfa ne?
IR XEN— T KB BT AENEER?

what do you think about this tradition (of money based marriage)?

656
W& de kanfa jiushi qianglie dizhi.
E2 9 NE= P78

| am strongly against it.

657
Yinwei wd yijing dao le dui Zhongguédren laishud féichang da de nianling,
EAKEZE TN REARKIRIFE RROER,

| am at an age that is considered very old for marriage

658
ranhou wo hai méiydu jiéhan,
REBEIRBLEE,

and | am still unmarried.

659

tamen juéde wo yinggai juéde kdnghuang, dan wd bing méiydu.
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I RFHNIZREEER, BBHRE.

They think that | should panic, but | don’t.

660
Ni juéde ni shi zhége féngsu de shouhaizhé ma?
MMRFREXTNEHNZEENL?

Do you think you’re a victim of this tradition?

661
W& méiydu réenweéi wd shi zhége fengsu de shouhaizhé,
BRBIANAKERXTNEBNZESE,

No, | don’t think so.

662
danshi wo yé duddudshaoshao shoudaoyingxiang.
BREEZZ D DZRIRMm,

But | am affected by it more or less.

663
Yinwéi zai shéhui shang rénjia hui kan ni,
EAEHLS EARSEIR,

In this society, people will look at you

664
tamen hui yong zhéyang de yanguang kan ni,
fin( 1= X AFRUERSCE R,

in a kind of strange way,

665
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ragud zhége rén dao le zhége nianling, hén da de nianiji,

WRZPTAR T XPEFR, RRFL,

if you are getting older,

666
birt shud sanshi dud sui, ta hai méiydu jiehdn,
LEaiR=+%2%, kg BEE,

for example, 30 years old and you're still not married.

667

na ta jiu kénéng shi y1 gé yi léi, shi y1 gé buzhéngchang de rén.

BT ER— 7K, B—TAEBRA.

You might be considered an outcast and not normal.

668
You méiydu rén hén zhijié de zhéyang shud guo ni?
BIRAANRERMXIFRIIR?

Have people directly said this to you?

669
Meiydu rén zhéyang zhijié shud gud wo.
RBEARXEERIRETE.

No, nobody has said this to me directly.

670
Danshi ni ganjué de dao nazhdng ganjue.

But | can feel it.
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671

Shi gishi ma?
XA

Is that a kind of discrimination?

672
Qishi méiydu, wd méiydu pengdao guo qishi.
IEMsE, BREMEITEN.,

No. | haven’t run into discrimination against me.

673
Dagai shi wo de xintai bijiao hio ba,
AR FHAVOSEBLFIE,

Maybe because | have a good attitude

674
wo yiban buhui shud qu wang nage fangxiang xiang.
B—RARREER A EE,

and | usually won’t think that way.

675
W& buhui béi shehui de zhézhdng xintai géi yingxiang dao,
BASHEASRIXMIOSLE RN,

| will not be affected by this view of society.

676
dan wo guanzhu zhége wenti,
BRRIEXE,

But | pay attention to this issue.
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677
yinwéi wo kandao hén duo ténglingrén,
EABEIRZSERA,

Many people that are my age...

678
w0 gén tamen shi méiydu banfa jidoliu gén goutong,
KRR IRBINERRIRAE,

| cannot communicate with them

679
yinwéi jiu xiang zhigian shuo de,
E A& Z BT,

because like we said before,

680
tamen renwéi zhéxié shiqing féichang zhongyao,
M TIARNXESIFIEEREE,

they think these material things are very important,

681
jiu shijian jit le zhthdou wdmen jiu méiydu gongténgdian,
MBI T ZEENMEEHRER,

and slowly we lose common interest.

682
women hén nan gén duifang jiaoliu.

BAMRIEIRXS IR
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It's very hard for us to communicate.

683

Hén kénéng duifang yijing jiéhdn le, ranhou tamen yijing you xidohai le,

RATENHELLGET, AEMRINEEE/IMLT,

Possibly, as they get married and have kids,

684
sudyi tamen zhé&ng gé rén siwéi gén wo yijing buyiyang le.
PRI T ABLERKELTS—1FT .

their thinking will become different

685
Jiu tamen kénéng géng dud de shi guanzhu jiating
AR BEE 2RI B RIEHREE

and they might pay more attention to family

686
guanzhu yixié xianshi de, wuzhi de shiqing.
FKE—LEIMEH, MENEIS,

as well as some material things.

687
Kénéng yduxiérén hui shuo,
AREBEARIM,

Some people might say that

688

ni zai Zhonggud, ni you shi yT gé nihaizi,
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RERE, MXE—TXETF,

since | am a woman and | am in China,

689
na zhége féngsu dui ni laishud yinggai hén hao a!
ARIX A RAB IR Fe AL R IZAR 47 16 !

this tradition must be very good for me

690
Ni kéyi suiyi de dui nanxing tich yaoqiu.
{RE] AREE IS B4R HEK

because | can ask anything from men.

691

Danshi wd bingbu xihuan,
BREBEHAENR,

But | dislike it

692
érqié wo bingbu juéde na dui nilixing shi hao de.
mEEHARF N LR IFRT,

and | don’t think that is good for women.

693
Jiu na cai I laishud ba, jiard wo shou le nanfang de gian,
MEFALKIRE, RO T BH0E,

Take dowry as an example. If | take money from a man,

694
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na wd jia gudqu hou nandao bu xdyao Ilixing yixié yiwl ma?
BEEIEEEENFTERT —LEXSE?

don’t you think that | will need to carry out some obligations?

695
Jiu xiang wémen gianmian yijing jiang le hén dud bian de,
MIEEARIEEZH TRZERY,

Just like what we said many times before,

696
zudwéi nlirén, ragud ni jiéhan zhthou,
ERZAN, WRMREEZE,

as a woman, if you’re married,

697
tamen kénding hui xiwang ni géi tamen shéng y1 gé haizi,
I8 E=/mEMAtIIE—T&F,

you will be expected to have a baby,

698
bingqié xiwang ni xiaojing ta de fumd,
HERERZFHMNIRE,

respect the guy’s parents,

699

hudzhé déng tamen ldo le zhihou yao shanyang tamen.
REFMZ T ZFEEFMA.

or take care of them when they get older.
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700
Rugud shi dushéngzini dehua,
MR EIRE FLHIE,

If the guy is the only child in his family,

701
shuobuding ni hai déiyao gén gonggong popo zhu zai yiqi.
MAEIMREFERANEEFE—IE,

you might even need to live with your parents-in-law.

702
Na wa ji ydudin juéde zhé bi gian ta shiji de zudyong
BEME AREXEHREXZFER

So, | think the true function of this money

703
shi maiduan le wd de ziyou.
EEHT T HRIEH,

is to buy my freedom.

704
Dangran le, wo bing bushi shud méi gé niirén
HRT, BHAREREITRA

Of course, | am not saying that every woman

705
ta jia dao fd jia dod hui ziyuan de llixing zhéxié yiwu,
IIREIR R = B BRI TIXE X5,

will voluntarily carry out these obligations.
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706

danshi wd yao jidng de shi zhish&o zhé shi dui niirén de qidai.

BEFEBANEZDXENZARET.,

But my point is that women are expected to do it.

707
Sudyi shuo jiusuan wod bu yuanyi,
AR BERARE,

Even if | am not willing to do all these things,

708
kénéng tamen dui wo haishi hui ydu zhéyang de qgidai.
IR A1 IR B =B XIFRIERTS .

they will still have this expectation of me.

709
Na rugud wod you bunéng manzu tamen de qidai,
BRAN SR X A geim E A TR RRTS,

And if | can’t satisfy them,

710

maodun kénding hui chanshéng, shibushi?
FEEERTE, BTE?

we will surely have arguments, right?

711
Na wd zénme kénéng hui dédao xingfu ne?

BHEE LT RERFE=1E0E?
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How can | be happy in that situation?

712
Wodmen dou zhidao zhé bushi mianféi de.
BNAHEX T EREN,

We all know that (the money) is not “free”.

713
Dui a, tianxia méiydu mianféi de wican ma.
I, RT=ERBNTFER,

Right! There is no free lunch.

714
Jiushi ni jié le han zhihou,
MERETEBZE,

Once you get married,

715
ni de rénshéng jit mashang jiu jinru y1 gé zhuanzhé le,
MIAERMD EMHEN—TEIRT,

your life will start turning

716
ni jiu mashang yao wéirao jiating.
RS L EESRE.

and it will revolve around your family.

77

Ni mashang jit hui ydu hén dud zérén, biru shud ni yao shéng xidohai,
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MBEMESBRERE, LLURIREENZ,

You will soon have a lot of responsibilities, for example, having a baby.

718
shéng wan xidohai zhthou ni kénding yao zhénggqian,
ERINERZRIREERHH,

After that, you need to make more money

719
wei ta tigdng y1 gé méihao de weilai.
R E— T EIFHIARE,

in order to provide a better future for the child.

720
Ni kénéng hai yao wéi ni de xiaohai zhunbéi ta xayao jiéhdn de shiqging.
RA] e R B AR O R ELIENER.

You might even need to help your child prepare for his marriage in the future.

721

Dui, méicud! Shide.

722
Sudyi zhénggée sheéhui de niangingrén ta jiu méiydu shijian qu sikao,
FINB T HENERAHISBNEERE,

Young people in society will never have time to think

723
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qu zud yixié you chuangzao de shiqging.

EH—LEREENSIR.

and be creative.

724
Jiushi zuzht jiating de zhége gudchéng jiu yijing rang ni hén pilao le.
MEARARENXTIEMELILRRES T .

Managing a family is enough to make you exhausted.

725
Dangran le, bing bushi shud zhé y1 gé chuantdng bu shihé méiyt ge rén.
HR7T, ATRRZE—TEREAEEE—TA

Sure, that’s not to say that this tradition is not good for everyone.

726
Youxiérén ta de yuanwang jiushi jiéhan, jiushi yao you yT gé jiating,
BEABNEEMEEE, MEEE—TKRE,

If some people wish to get married and have a family,

727
na dangran hén hao.
AR

then, good for them.

728
Danshi wd bu xihuan zhe yT féngsu de zhlyao yuanyin shi
BERHEFAERZ—NANEERREZE

What | don’t like about this tradition is that
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729
dajia you y1 gé tdngyt de biaozhin,
ARBE—T5—RITE,

there is a standard

730

jiushi tamen dui xingfu méihao shénghud dou ydu yT gé bidaozhlin de dingyi.

MM = E@EFEFRE —TIENEX .

for what a happy life should be like.

731
Jiushi ni yidingyao shi zhéyangzi de,
MR IR —EBEXEFRY,

You have to follow that standard.

732
ragud ni shi na yangzi de, na ni jiushi budui,
MRIRZBFEFHY, FIRFZEARXT,

If you don’t, then you’re wrong

733
ni jiushi y gé shibaizhé.
RAE—TRWE.

and you're a loser.

734
Shud dao zhége, wo you xiangyao shud y1 gé
WA, BXEBEE—T

Speaking of this, I'd like to tell you about another story
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735
wo yinxiang féichang shénké de lizi.
BENRIFERZIRIBIF

that gave me a deep impression.

736
W4 ybuyici béi anpai xiangqin,
BE IR L HHEE,

Once, a matchmaker set up a date for me.

737
ranhou nage nanshéng haoxiang jiali de tiaojian yé hai bucud,
REBTBEFERENFHLIETE,

The guy’s family was doing very well financially.

738
jiu gé fangmian de tiaojian dou hén hao,
ME L ERFRAERY,

Basically, every aspect of him was good (from the traditional point of view).

739
danshi wo dangshi méiyou xiangfa jiéhan,
BERANIBEIALE,

But | wasn’t ready to get married.

740
bingqié wd gén ta zhi jian le yT mian,

AHEBIRMRN T —@E,
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Also, | only met him once

741

wo yé bukénéng jiu mashang nénggou gén ta chanshéng shénme aiqing, shi ba?

BB AFTREM D EREBIRMMTEH L EE, BIE?

and there was no way | could develop any feelings for him, right?

742
Ni juéde ta xihuan ni ma?
RIS ZIRIRIG?

Do you think he liked you?

743
W4 juéde bingbu a!
HERSHAND!

No, | don’t think so.

744
Zhishi yinweéi wo shi gé niide, wd ydu zhézhdng génjué.
RERMBRITEH, BEXMER.

It was just because | was a woman, | felt.

745
Shud dao zhéli wé yé yao shud yixia,
MEAXEHHLER—T,

Here, | need to say something.

746

zai nongcun shi zhéyangzi de,
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ERNYZZXEFFRY,

In villages,

747
xiangqin de huangjin shijian shi gudnian de shiwu tian.

HEFENHEENEEIFHNTAR,

the best time for matchmaking is during the 15 days of Chinese New Year.

748
Yinwéi dajia pingchang dou zai chéngshi limian dagong ma,
EARKFFEHER T EETT IR,

Since many villagers work in the city,

749
sudyi zhiydu na shiwt tian hui huiqu.
FAIXNRBB+AREEE.

they only go back to their hometown for about 15 days.

750
Rugud ni bu daying,
NRARAERL,

If you, as a girl don’t agree to marry,

751
tamen hui hén zhaoji de xiangyao dédao zhége da'an,
NS REQMBESFIXITESR,

the guy’s family will be very anxious to get an answer

752
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yinwéi tamen xidngyao mashang qu xia yf jia,
EAMIEES LA T,

because they want to immediately move on

753
zai qu zh3o lingwai yT gé niihaizi.
BERII—TRIZLF

and look for another girl.

754
Sudyi wo zai xiangqin wan le zhthou,
FRABERET T 2/5,

So, after the meeting was finished,

755
di‘értian jiu you méipo6 dadianhua guolai wén wo,
B_RMAREFTHRIET N3,

on the second day, the matchmaker called me and asked me

756
ni zhége z&énmeyang a? Kanshang le méiyou?
RXPNEAERN? &ELET2E?

if | liked the guy and what | thought.

757
Rugusd juéde kéyi dehua,
AR Be1F A LARYIE,

If I thought he was okay,
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758
women mashang song dingjin.
BB ELEEE,

they would immediately pay a deposit

759
Bushi dingjin, shud de shi jianmianli.
AREE, RHERELL.

which we call “meeting present”.

760
YT chang dianying de shijian ni jiuyao zuo juéding?
—17 R B R EMURE?

So, you need to make the decision after the time it might take you to watch a movie?

761
Méiyou dianying, qishi lian dianying dou méiydu kan.
REHBY, HXERTHIBE.

No! We didn’t even watch a movie together!

762
Women zhishi zud zai yiqi lido le ge tian.
BINRAZBLE—EWH TR,

We just sat there and talked.

763
Erqi& bushi dandu, shi ydu yixié daren zaichéng de,
MEAZEEMY, BE—EXAEHN,

Also, we were not alone. There were family members around.
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764
jiu wd de fumu haiydu méipd dou zaichang.
MBI BEBIREHED,

My parents and the matchmaker were all there.

765
W06 zénme kénéng lidojié de dao ta ne?
HEARIRE T RS EIMbIE?

How could | get to know him?

766
Zhé shi yT gé dud képa de changjing a!
X2— 1 Z A ariE=0!

What a horrible situation!

767
Dui a, wo jiu juéde bukéstyi al
XS, Fh oE1F AN AT I !

Right. | thought it was amazing!

768
Wdmen cai jian le yT mian, ni jiu yao wen wo
BNART—ME, ReiEmE

We only met once and they were asking me

769
yao buyao jia géi ta, wei ta shéng haizi?

BABREGGM, AEZRT?
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if | wanted to marry and have a baby with him?

770
Ni zai kaiwanxiao ma? W& dangshi de ganjué shi zhéyangzi de.
REFITRNIE? HERARREZIXEFEFH,

“Are you kidding?” That’s how | felt.

771
W6 dangran shud bu yuanyi le.
BEARARBET .

So of course, | said no.

772
Ranhou jiu yéu y1 gé rén ma, jiu yT gé zhangbéi,
REMBE—TAMW, M—TKE,

Later, there was a family member who was older than me

773
ta shuo rénijia tiaojian zhéme hao ni dou bu daying a?
fhin AR FAFIX A GFIREBA NI ?

and she asked: “Why did you turn him down? He’s highly qualified!

774

Ni z€nme zhéme tidoti a!

IR IR ARSI

Why are you so picky!”

775

Ranhou houmian rénjia hai géi wd miaohui le yT fu wéilai de méih&o lantu,
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REREARELIEE T —IBARKEITFER,

Then, she painted a bright future for me.

776
jiushi, kan ma! Xianzai zud nlihaizi dudme xingfu al
WE, B! MEBZZTFZAERENN!

She said: “You see? How nice it is to be a girl now!

777

Shi ba? Weishénme ne?
=7 AHARE?

Why?

778
YTnwei ni yT jiéhdn ni jiu you y1 bi caili, si shiwan!
E R IR—EEIRMAE —£54L, M+

Because once you get married, you will get at least 400,000 yuan!

779
Wal! Zhé shi dudda de yT1 gé jin'é!
! XEZAN—2H!

Wow! What a huge amount!

780
Erqi& ni jiéhdn zhthou shéng le haizi y& méiyduguanxi a!
MEMREIEZ AT HFHZRBXRRN!

Also, even if you have babies, that won’t matter!

781
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Ni haishi hui you ziyou de ya!
MR =H B RN

You will still have freedom

782
Yinwei ni de pépo hui bang ni dai haizi a!
EA R EES TR %1

because your mother-in-law will take care of your kids!

783

Ni méitian zhiyao zud zai jia limian dada majiang, duome xingfu!

MBRRBLERBEEITIME, Z4=E!

You can just play Majiang every day. How happy!”

784
Ranhou wo dangshi xiang, xingfu? Nage jiushi xingfu ma?
AR, =187 B TMEFEE?

And | was thinking, happy? That is happiness?!

785
Ni kéyi ziyou de da majiang?
RPT A B B3t F T Rl ?

Happiness is that you can freely play Majiang?

786
Dui, jiushi ni shéng le xiaohai,
X, MEIRET IV,

Right. And If you have a child,
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787
ni k&yi buyong guan ta, zhé shi xingfu.
RAUTRER, XEFE.

you don’t need to take care for him, that’'s happiness.

788
Ranhou wo jiu juéde tebie bukésiyi,
REBMRE SRR BN,

It was unbelievable!

789
yinwéi wo juéde tamen dui xingfu de dingyi
E AR S3S FARBAIE X

Their definition of happiness

790
gén wo dui xingfu de dingyi shi wanquan buytyang de.
IREX EEBAVE X ETER—1FRY,

was completely different from mine.

791
Tamen dui xingfu dingyi jiushi hudzhe jiu hao le,
b1 ERE XMBIEEMF T,

They think that happiness is being alive,

792
ranhou ni de shénghud pinzhi yijing hén gao le,
REMNEERREEZRET,

having a high quality of life,
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793
ni hai k&yi zud zhe da majiang, jiali haiyou cunkuan.
AR AR BTG, REXLBER.

playing Majiang and still having some savings.

794

W6 bu fandui tamen ydu zhéyang de xingfu de dingyi,
BA RS XENZRRIE X,

I have nothing against their thinking of happiness.

795
wo yé bunéng shuo tamen zhége dingyi jiushi cuo de.
BB AN TIXTNE X2 ERRY.

| can’t say that their thinking is wrong.

796

W6 wéiyt fandui de shi tamen yao ba tamen dui xingfu de dingyi

Bt — R Z A ZIE AT FEARRIE X

The only thing | am against is that they try to

797
giangjia zai wo de shénshang,
SEMERNE £,

force their thinking on me

798
rang wo yé juéde na jiushi xingfu.

I RS EER.
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and try to make me think that this is happiness.

799
Zheé wo jit wafa fijie!
X ICIAIE R !

This, | can’t understand!

800
Sudyi zhé jiushi wéishénme wd tdoyan zhége féngsu de yuanyin.
FRAX L AT A IR IZ T XAERIRE

That’s why | dislike this tradition.

801
Yinwei wo juéde wdmen tai béidong le,
EABRSHNEKED T,

| think we are too passive

802
yinwéi méici dou shi tamen lai giangjia géi women,
ER8RER 201K B MNLE A,

and they are always the ones to force ideas on us

803
women conglaiméiydu xiang shud yao fangong.
BIIMNEZBERIRERK,

but we never fight back.

804

Ranhou wémen yinggai jinliang qu xuanchuan zhége gainian,
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REHMNMZREFZEEXTHE,

We should try to stand up for our beliefs

805

jiushishud wdmen bu renwéi wuzhi shi jiéhdn de zui zhdngyao de jichd,

MBRBAT AN RSB REENEM,

that we don’t think the most important thing in marriage is money

806

women kénéng géng yao xungiu jingshén fangmian de dongxi.

BA TR BEE BT KRGS ERIRAG.

and we should pursuit spirituality.

807
Women yinggai fan gudqu xuanchuan wdmen de gainian,
BN ZRIESEBAEE,

We should promote our thinking

808

woOmen yé& yao zhtdong chdjr,
Bt EENHE,

and take an active stand.

809

cai néng gaibian zhéyang de y1 gé hén zaogao de xianxiang.

7 BERE X — MRAEENIR.

That way, we can start changing this bad tradition.

810
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Yinwéi women yizhiyilai dou tai shuncéng le!
EABAT—EREKIRM T !

We have been too obedient!

811
Kénéng shi women cdéngxido jieshou dao de jiaoyu,
FIRER HATMIMERZ RIHE,

Perhaps, that's because our education

812
jiushi fumu dehua, wdmen yao ting.
MEXENIE, HINEN,

tells us that we need to listen to our parents.

813
Danshi wo juéde ragud wdmen zhé y1 béi
BEREREMREANIX—ZE

But | feel that if our generation

814
huozhé shi wémen de xia yT béi, niangingrén ba
REEZBNNT—ZE, FRAIE

or the next generation

815
ragud nianqingrén bu fankang dehua,
MBFRATRINAIE,

don’t fight back,
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816

name wo juéde zhége féngsu shi ydngyuan buhui gaibian de.

BALABREXTRERKIEF R AR,

this tradition will never change.

817
Sudyi jiu xiang ni shud de nage shi yT gé& hén hao de fangfa,
FRARUS IR RIBR T B — TMRIFRI G A,

So, | agree that the best way to start

818
jiushi céng wo zud qi.
B MBARGES

is with ourselves.

819

Rugud ni ting dao le wdmen zhé yT gt de taolun,
NRAROFE T FA X —EBRYITIE,

If after listening to our discussion today,

820
bingqié ne ni yé ybu xiang gaibian zhége féngsu de xiangfa,
HARMBERIZXTNARERE,

you also believe that this tradition should change,

821
name ni shduxian qu gaosu ni shénbian de rén,
BAMRBERESRIREIZHIA,

you can start by telling people around you
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822
haiydu gaosu ni de fumu ni de xiangfa shi shénme.
EEZ RO BRIEEET 4,

or your parents what you think.

823
Zhiyu tamen jié bu jieshou ne na shi lingwai ythuishi.
ETMIHETERERE S I —REIFE,

Whether they agree or not, that’s another thing.

824
Danshi ni ziji shouxian déiyao zuddao,
BRIRECELFEME,

But you need to first try it

825
bunéng ytwéi de qu shuncdng ni de fumu hudzhé shi shéhui.
AEE— Rt XM R BEHE EH R

and don’t blindly follow your parents or society.

826

Hao, na ting wan wod gén Kirk jintian de taolun,
9%, BROTSEERIRKIrkS KAYITIL,

Alright! After listening to me and Kirk’s discussion,

827
wod xiangxin nimen dui zai Zhonggud duiyu nanxing laishuo jiéhdn ydu dud gui ne

BARGERMYEREN T B RGBTSR
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I am sure you will have a better idea of how expensive it is

828
you le yT gé dagai de lidojié.
BT —TKEBRT .

for a Chinese man to get married.

829
Na nimen dui zhége féngsu ydu shénme kanfa ne?
ARG ZX T RB BT LB ENE?

So, what is your opinion on this tradition?

830
Shi fandui haishi zhichi?
R ERZFF?

Do you support it or disagree with it?

831
Kéyi liuyan gaosu women.
LA S EIREAL.

Leave us a comment!

832
Na jintian de taolun jiu dao zhéli jieshu le!
BSRTIEMEIXBLRT !

Alright, that’s it for today!

833

Women xia qT jiemu zaijian bal!
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BT EBRRLIE!

See you next time!

834
Zaijian!
B!

Bye!
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