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1
Daxué nanshéng sushe Ii,
REBEBERE,

In the male university dormitory,

KREF daxué university
54 nanshéng guy

BE sushé dormitory
B I¥ inside

2

Xidao Ming de shiydu xTngfén de han zhe:
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INRRNZERAEHIENE

Ming’s roommate shouted with excitement:

/]\ER
iy
£V,
A
IR

&

3

Xiao Ming
de

shiyou
xingfén de

han

(name)

~'s (possessive particle)
roommate

excitedly

to shout

(indicating action in progress)

"Kan! W6 zheé shuang AJ zhongyu dao le!"

‘B BHXINAIETEIT!

"Look! My AJ (Air Jordan) shoes finally arrived!"

s o

4

kan

wo

zhé
shuang
zhongyu
dao

le

to look at
my

this

pair
finally

to arrive

(completed action marker)

YT qun shiyou jtdong de chong guoqu,
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—HER AP,

Everybody in the room excitedly rushed

—&% yTqun a group of

EXR shiydu roommate

BENit jidong de excitely

s chong to rush

o= guoqu (indicating motion away from the speaker)

giang zhe shi zhé shuang xié.
BEILIXXNEE,

to try the new shoes on.

e qgiang to fight over

E5 zhe (indicating action in progress)
i shi to try

X zhé this

K shuang pair

£3 xié shoe

6

Landao Xido Ming de shihou,
0 E/\BARYBHIR,

When it was Ming'’s turn,
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E lundao one's turn to do sth
/)\BR Xigo Ming (name)

Y de (after an attribute)
A& shihou when

7

shiyou tdran ba xié qiangzdu shuo:
ERRAMCEHEENR

the roommate suddenly took the shoes away and said:

EXR shiydu roommate

ENTAN taran sudden

e ba (particle marking the following noun as a direct object)
£3 xié shoe

B giangzéu  to snatch

Wt shud to say

8

"Ni jido weidao tai da,
“IREIIRELRK,

"Your feet really smell.

(a ni your
i) jido foot
7S] weidao smell
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X tai too (much)
AN da very much
9

buyao xtn chou le wo de xin AJ!"
ANEER TIHIFAIL

Don’t stink my new AJs!"

& blyao don't!

= xan to expose to fumes

R chou smelly

g le (indicating a change of state)
£34- wode my

Bl XTn new

10

Tingdao zhé ju hua, Xiao Ming shéngqi de shuo:
IFEXG)1E, NBRESHINR:

Hearing this, Ming angrily said:

g tingdao to hear
XA zhéjuhua this sentence
/\BA Xido Ming (name)
A5 shéngqi de angrily

Wt shud to say
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11

"Yéu shénme liaobuqi de!
‘B4 T AER!

"What's so great about it?

g you there is

(A shénme what?

T A lidobuqi terrific

Y de (used for emphasis)
12

Bu jiushi yT shuang AJ ma?!"
AHE—XRAE? |7

It's just a pair of Ads!"

Z8 bu not

Mz jiushi just

— yTshuang a pair of

112 ma (question particle)
13

Bujit hou, Xido Ming dadianhua géi ta ba shuo:
AR, NRITERIEAMSR:

Not long afterwards, Ming called his father and said:

TR g bujiti  hou not long afterwards
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/\BA Xido Ming (name)

FTREIE dadianhua to make a telephone call
4o} géi to

fthe taba his father

i shud to say

14

"Ba, wd de shénghuéféi yongwan le,

B, BREEREATT,

"Dad, | used up my allowance.

=) ba dad

=34 wo de my

EER shénghuofei allowance

FA5E yongwan used up

e le (completed action marker)
15

kéyi zai géi wd da yT gian ma?"

I B AHIT—F15?

Can you transfer another 1000 yuan to me?”

A LA kéyl
B zai
5 géi

can
again

to
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=57 wo me

1 da to transfer (money)
—F yigian one thousand (yuan)
112 ma (question particle)
16

Xiao Ming ba giguai de wen:
/NBRE T [EHEE):

Ming’s father asked surprisingly:

/NERE Xido Ming ba Ming's father
TR qiguai de surprisingly
] weén to ask

17

"Wo bushi céi géi ni da le gian ma?
“BAZTRIRYT T HN5?

“Didn’t | just give you some money?

£33 wo I

= bushi is not

7 cai just now

5 geéi to

R ni you

1 da to transfer (money)

e le (completed action marker)
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money

(question particle)

Zénme jiu yongwan le?"

BAMATT?

How could you use it up already?"

19

zénme how?

already

yongwan used up

(completed action marker)

Xiao Ming huida shuo:

NBBEE

Ming replied:

20

Xiao Ming (name)

to reply

to say

"Ba, xianzai wujia dou shangzhang le.

B, WEMMELKT .

“Dad, price of everything has gone up.
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ba

xianzai
wujia

dou
shangzhang

le

dad

now

(commodity) prices
all

to go up

(indicating a change of state)

W0 tongxué méi gé yué de shénghudéféi dou shi san gian le,

BEZETANERRBRE=F7,

My schoolmates now get 3000 yuan a month for allowance

TR
#p

fim

22

wo
tongxué
meéigéyue
de
shénghuoféi

dou

my

classmate

each month

(used after an attribute)
allowance

all

is

three thousand

(indicating a change of state)

wo céi y1 gian wu, zhé zénme gou al

mandarincorner.org
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BA—Fh, XEATEH!

and | only get 1500 yuan. How can that be enough?

£33 wo I

7 cai only

—F3h yigianwt 1500

X zhe this

BA zénme how?

9% gou to be enough
1] a (modal particle)
23

W6 kuai méi gian chifan le."
BIRSBEIZIRT .

| will soon run out of money for food.”

£33 wo I

R kuai soon

= méi not have

t gian money

Nz 1R chifan to eat

g le (indicating a change of state)
24

Xiao Ming ba tan le yikéuqi shud:
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NREI T —OS

Ming’s father sighed and said:

INIRE
1)
g
—O%
i
25

xidomingba
tan

le

yTkouqi

shuo

Ming's father

to sigh

(completed action marker)
one breath

to say

"Xianzai gian zénme zhéme buzhiqian le?!

MR ELRATBET? |

“Why is money so worthless now?!

I
{57

B
XA

ME

26

xianzai
gian
zénme
zhéme
buzhigian

le

now
money
how?

this much

of little value

(indicating a change of state)

Hao ba, wo xiaban hou géi ni da,

9FIE, FFIUELRIRTT,

Alright, | will transfer it to you after | finish working.

mandarincorner.org
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fa
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fR

T

27

haoba

v

woO

xiaban

hou
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alright

I

to finish work
after

to

you

to transfer (money)

bugud ni yao shéng yidian!"

AIREE—

E' ”

W\

But don’t waste it!"

R

(a3

bugud

but

you

to need to

to economize

a little bit

Zhéshi, gongtéu dui Xiao Ming ba dahan dao:

XBY, TkX/NBHEARINIE

At that moment, the father’s supervisor shouted at him:

XA

zheéshi at this moment

mandarincorner.org
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Ik gongtou foreman / supervisor

xq dui at

/NERE Xido Ming ba Ming's father

KR dahan to shout

B dao to say (the words quoted)
29

"Ganma ne? Shangban de shihou bunéng ji€ dianhua!
“FIRIE? L IIRIRHE A RERZERIE!

"What are you doing? You can’t receive phone calls at work!

Rk ganma what are you doing?

g ne (at the end of a rhetorical question)
k)i shangban to be on duty

i de (used after an attribute)

BHE shihou when

N bunéng cannot

= jie to answer (the phone)

FEiE dianhua telephone

30

Shibushi buxiang gan le?
ERETETFT?

Do you wanna work?!

mandarincorner.org
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= e shibushi is or isn't

18 buxiang do not want

+ gan to work

g le (indicating a change of state)
31

Buxiang gan xianzai jiu géi wo gun!"
AEFIEMRLTR! 7

If not, leave now!"

18 buxidng do not want

+ gan to work

mME xianzai now

w jiu right away

&4 geéi (introducing the recipient of an action)
£33 wo me

R gun Get lost!

32

Xiao Ming ba congmang gua diao dianhua,
NREAICHEIREIE,

Ming’s father hastily hung up the phone

INBBE Xido Ming ba Ming's father

AT congmang hasty

mandarincorner.org
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= gua to hang up (the phone)

= diao (after certain verbs to indicate removal)
BiE dianhua telephone

33

dui gongtou shuo: "Duibuqi! Xiaci buhui le."
WIskiit: WFE! FRFRT.

and said to the supervisor: “Sorry! It won’t happen again!”

xq dui at

T3k gongtou foreman / supervisor

Wt shud to say

IFAEE duibuqi I'm sorry

TR xiaci next time

= buhui will not (act, happen etc)

g le (indicating a change of state)
34

Ranhou ta ban qi le jido bian de zhuan,
AREfhiEe T BB,

He then picked up the bricks that were by him

Ra ranhou then (afterwards)
ftt, ta he
iR ban to move (sth relatively heavy or bulky)

mandarincorner.org
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jixt gongzuo.

AT,

zhuan
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(after a verb, indicating upwards action)

(completed action marker)
foot

(suffix of a noun of locality)
(used after an attribute)

brick

and continued to work.

TfF

36

jixu

to continue

gongzuo to work

Liéri xia, ta de yTfu béi hanshui jin shT le,

ZIET, MRRREIREITKRET,

The sun was so hot that his clothes were all wet with sweat.

ZUH
=
fiAY
1}AR
#w

lieri
xia
tade
yTfu

beéi

scorching sun

(after a noun) under
his

clothes

by

mandarincorner.org

17


http://www.mandarincorner.org

Stories In Slow Chinese - Gaining Face

K hanshui sweat

=i jinsht to soak

g le (completed action marker)
37

ta de yao yé yinweéi changqr ban zhuan ér yinyinzudtong.
fth BOREh E 9 BRIk AL MBS BRAETE

His back hurt from continuously lifting the heavy bricks.

fth A9 ta de his

L yao lower back

e yé also

N yTnwei because

1<HA changqt over a long period of time

v ban to move (sth relatively heavy or bulky)
i zhuan brick

m er (indicates causal relation)

(LS yinyinzuotong to ache dully

38

Buguo xiangdao érzi zai du daxug,
AR LFERKE,

But then, thinking that his son was in university

T~ buguo but
a8z xidngdao  to think of

mandarincorner.org
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JLF érzi son

= zai (indicating action in progress)
% du to study

REF daxué university

39

yihou buyong xiang ziji zhéyang zud kugong,
MEFRGESXEMET,

and wouldn’t need to be a laborer like him in the future,

ME yihou in the future

~H buyong need not

1% xiang to be like

B ziji oneself

Xt zhéyang this way

it zud to do

=1L ktigong hard (manual) work
40

ta you chongman le dongli.
fth X 783% T 5h 11,

motivated the father to keep going.

ftt ta he

X you (once) again
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Feih chongman be full of

T le (indicating a change of state)
&1 dongli motivation

41

Xiao Ming zé na zhe ta ba zhuan guolai de gian,
NRNZE BT KN,

Ming took the money from his father

/\BH Xiao Ming  (name)

Il zé (used to express contrast with a previous
sentence) but

) na to take

= zhe (indicating action in progress)

fthe taba his father

23 zhuan to transfer (money)

o3k guolai (indicating motion towards the speaker)
9 de (used after an attribute)

£33 qgian money

42
kaixTn de zOujin yT jia yundongxié dian,
FHOME #—KIGEEE,

and happily walked into a sports shoes store

FFiCth kaixTn de happily

mandarincorner.org
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EH zéujin to enter

— yT one

= jia classifier for business
IEafEE yundongxié sports shoes

& dian store

43

haobuydbuyu de mai xia le y1 gian dud yuan de AJ xié.
ERMBIEL T T —FZThIAJE,

and without any hesitation, bought a new pair of AJs that cost over 1000 yuan.

ZEXRMHE haobuyduyu without the slightest hesitation

ith de -ly

S mai to buy

& xia (indicating the finalizing of an action)
g le (completed action marker)

—F yT1gian one thousand

% dud more

JT yuan Yuan

Y de (used after an attribute)

£ xié shoe

44
Suihou, ta chuan zhe x1n xié zdujin sushe,

fele, tEFEREERES,
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Soon afterwards, he walked into his dorm room with his new shoes on

bE)= suihou soon after

ft ta he

5 chuan to wear

E5 zhe (indicating a continued action or state)
Bl XTn new

£3 xié shoe

EBH zoujin to enter

BE sushe dormitory

45

grdai dédao shiyou men de xianmu.
BT BEERINERR.

hoping to get his roommates’ admiration.

HATS qrdai to expect

EEl dédao to get

= &A1) shiydumen roommates

1Y de (used after an attribute)
RE xianmu to admire

46

Qizhong yT ming shiydu kandao Xiao Ming dajiao dao:
Hp—R = REZ/NAAWE:

One of his roommates shouted when he saw Ming:
mandarincorner.org
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gizhong
y1

ming
shiyou
kandao
Xiao Ming
dajiao

dao

among
one

classifier for people
roommate

to see

(name)

to shout

to say (the words quoted)

"Wal Kankan shéi mai x1n xié le!"

I BERTHET !

"Wow! Look who's got new shoes!"

48

wa

kankan

shéi

XN

xié

Wow!

to take a look at
who

to buy

new

shoe

(indicating a change of state)

Zhéshi, sudydu rén dou kan xiang Xiao Ming de xiézi.

mandarincorner.org
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XA, FRE A#EE/NBEF,

Immediately, everyone turned to look at Ming’s shoes.

XA zhéshi at this moment

FiE A sudydurén all people

#B dou all

= kan to look at

] xiang towards

/J\BB Xiao Ming (name)

9 de ~'s (possessive particle)
B xiézi shoe

49

Xiao Ming zhan zai nar
/NBRUATEFR)L

Ming stood there

/]\BR Xido Ming (name)
uh zhan to stand
=T zai at

ABJL nar there
50

déng zhe tamen guolai féengcheng ta.
FEM T K EAM,

waiting for them to come over and flatter him further.
mandarincorner.org
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tamen
guolai
fengcheng

ta

to wait for

(indicating a continued action or state)
they

to come over

to flatter

him

ké méixiangdao, nage zuixian mai le AJ xié de shiydu

83, B TRAIXTAJENER

But to his surprise, the roommate that had initially bought the first pair of AJs

52

ké
meéixiangdao
nage
zuixian

mai

le

xié

de

shiydu

buxié de shuo le yTju:

but

didn't expect

that one

(the) very first

to buy

(completed action marker)
shoe

(used after an attribute)

roommate

mandarincorner.org

25


http://www.mandarincorner.org

Stories In Slow Chinese - Gaining Face
RBHIR T —4):

scornfully said:

Eh buxi¢ de  scornfully

i) shud to say

g le (completed action marker)
—4a) yTju a sentence

53

"YT shuang xié you shénme hao xuanyao de?
“—IER T A ILIER?

“What's there to show off about some shoes?!

— 3N yTshuang a pair of

£ xié shoe

=) you there is

t4 shénme what?

9F h&o good to

A Xuanyao to show off

i de (used at the end for emphasis)
54

Z06u, Xiongdi men! JTnwan wo ging nimen cht haixian."
E, B! SHBIBRIIZEEE, 7

Guys, let's go! | am buying you all seafood tonight!"
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E zéu to go

A xiongdi men brothers

SR jTnwan tonight

£33 wo I

1B qing to treat (to a meal etc)
R0 nimen you (plural)

1z chi to eat

ySYiEd haixian seafood

55

Hén kuai, shiydu men dou zdu le,
RIR, ERNEBET,

Quickly, all the roommates walked out

R hén very

R kuai quick

=& shiydu men roommates

B dou all

E zOu to leave

g le (completed action marker)
56

liuxia Xiao Ming zhan zai nar ,
BB T~/ \BRUSTEARIL,

and left Ming standing there.
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liuxia to leave behind
Xido Ming (name)

zhan to stand

zai at

nar there

lianse zhanghong, ji ganga you shiwang.

RUE ke, BRI REE,

His face turned red and he felt embarrassed and disappointed.

e
e A
BE

fE A

KEE

58

liansé look

zhanghong to flush (with embarrassment)
ji both... (and...)

ganga embarrassed

you both... and...

shiwang disappointed

Di'ér xuéqt, shiydu men juzaiyiqi

FFH, ERIMRE—E

The next semester, the roommates gathered

next

semester

mandarincorner.org
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=R shiydu men roommates
RE—#  juzaiyigl to get together
59

taolun zhoumo de jihua,
WIBRIRAYIT X,

to talk about what they were planning to do on the weekend,

g t&olun to discuss

BN zhdumd weekend

Y de (used after an attribute)
apdl jihua plan

60

ranhou gizhong yT gé shiydu shuo:
REEP—TERIR:

when one of them said:

= ranhou then

Hrp gizhong among

— y1 one

™ gé classifier for people
EXR shiydu roommate

Wt shud to say

61

mandarincorner.org
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"Kan! iPhone X chilai le,

“&! iPhone X 37T,

Hey, look! The new iPhone X just came out!

= kan
3R chalai
g le

62

kangilai hao ku a!
BB !

It looks so cool!

LK kanqilai
4 hdo

i3 kU

1] a

63

You le zhé kuan shouiT,
BT XHFM,

Having this phone

5 you
i le
X zhe

to look at
to come out

(completed action marker)

seem
very
(loanword) cool

(modal particle)

to have
(indicating a change of state)
this
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EX kuan classifier for models (of a product)
FAN shoujT cell phone
64

paonit kénding hui géng rongyi!"
BEBSERERS! 7

will surely make it easy to get a girl!”

B paonid to pick up girls
BE kénding to be sure

= hui will

3] géng more

55 réngyi easy

65

Xiao Ming tingdao hou jiu qu wangshang chakan iPhone X,
/NBRITRIEFEM _E&EFiPhone X,

When Ming heard this, he went online to check on the iPhone X

/\BR Xido Ming (name)
0! tTngdao to hear
fa hou after
#h jiu then
= qu to go
L wangshang online
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chakan to check up

I
i

66
faxian ta de jiagé jiangjin y1 wan yuan.
AR ERMBIFE—FTT.

and found that the price was almost 10,000 yuan.

A faxian to find

E ta it

19 de (after an attribute)
Mg jiagé price

bl jiangjin nearly

—h yTwan ten thousand

7T yuan Yuan

67

Ta jianzhi bu gan xiangxin!
fth &) B A EVAR(S !

He couldn’t believe it!

ft ta he

=] jianzhi simply
25 bu not

BX gan to dare
85 xiangxin to believe

mandarincorner.org
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68

Dan ta xTnxiang,
Bft/OVE,

But then he thought that

8 dan but

fih ta he

I8 XTnxiang to think to oneself
69

raguo ziji mai xia zhé kuan shoujr,
NRBE S ETXRF,

if he could buy one,

MR ragud if

B ziji oneself

S mai to buy

& xia (indicating the finalizing of an action)
X zhé this

£ kuan classifier for models (of a product)
FM shoujT cell phone

70

shiydu men kénding hui xianmu si.
ERIEESRR.

his roommates would surely admire him.
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= &A1) shiydu men roommates
BE kénding to be sure
= hui will

Re xianmu to admire
5t si extremely
71

Yushi, ta juéding liji feng1r mai xia ta.
T&, tREIZBZHITE,

Immediately, he decided to purchase one by paying in installments.

T2 yushi thus

ftt, ta he

IRTE juéding to decide (to do something)

VAl liji immediately

pay-t: fenqr in installments

BB mai to buy

B xia (indicating the finalizing of an action)
E ta it

72

Ké ta xayao liang gian yuan lai fu shoufu.
A REM TR BT,

But he needed to get 2000 yuan for the initial down payment.
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ké

ta

xdyao
lianggian
yuan

lai

fu

shoufu

but

he

to need

two thousand
Yuan

in order to

to pay

down payment

Sudyi, Xi&o Ming jiu d&dianhua géi ta ba shud

PRIA, /NBRFRFTERIRAGHEIR

So, Ming called his father and told him that

FiTIA
1)\BH
M
TR
4
e
7

74

sSuQyi
Xiao Ming
jiu
dadianhua
gei

taba

shuo

SO

(name)

then

to make a telephone call
to

his father

to to say

Xuéxiao yaoqiu ta mai y1 tai diannao,

FIRERMEL—E BN,
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the school required him to get a computer

IR Xuéxiao school

=3k yaoqiu to require

ft ta him

S mai to buy

— yT one

a tai classifier for machines
R AX diannao computer

75

yonglai cha ziliao, wanchéng ta de jiatingzuoye.
AXERN, FTHMMRREFI,

to do research for his assignments.

FA3k& yonglai to be used for
B cha to research
g z1liao information
5TRX wanchéng to complete
fth A9 ta de his

HKREMEW  jiatingzuoye homework

76

Ta hai shud gita tongxué zaojiu mai le,
iR EEIFEEMET,

He also said that his schoolmates had already bought one
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ftt, ta he

1w hai also

) shuod to say

Hith qita other

Eif=2 tongxué classmate

27 z&0jiu already at an earlier time
3L mai to buy

e le (completed action marker)
77

ér ta yé yao ganjin mai.
it thEFEEE,

and he needed to buy it immediately.

m ér and

i ta he

e yé also

7 yao need

HE ganjin without delay
= mai to buy

78

Xidao Ming ba dui érzi de xuéyé yi1zhi dou hén zhtchi,

INRERXS ) LF R — B &R H,
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Ming’s father had always been supportive of his son’s study needs.

INBRE Xiao Ming ba Ming's father

X dui with regard to
JLF érzi son

9 de (after an attribute)
ol Xuéyeé studies

—H yizhi always

#R dou all

= hén quite

< ¥5 zhtchi to support

79

sudyi érhuabushud,
FRIA ZIEANR,

So, without any objection,

Ffr A sudyi so
“iEAR érhuabushud not raising any objection
80

jiu ba gian zhuan géi ta le.
MICERRLEM T,

he transferred the money.

M jiu right away
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i ba (particle marking the following noun
as a direct object)

£33 qgian money

23 zhuan to transfer (money)

5o} géi to

ft ta him

e le (completed action marker)
81

Di'ertian, Xiao Ming mai xia le shouj,
R, /WNAXTFTFM,

The next day, Ming bought the phone

E N di‘ertian next day

/)\BH Xiao Ming (name)

Sk mai to buy

'F xia (indicating the finalizing of an action)
g le (completed action marker)

FAl shéujt cell phone

82

shiydu men kandao hou dou jidu si le.
ERNEBREHURFIET

and when his roommates saw it, they were filled with envy.

= &A1) shiydu men roommates
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&3 kandao to see

IS hou after

#R dou all

73 jidu to envy

19 si extremely

g le (indicating a change of state)
83

Qizhong yT gé shiydu shuo:
HA—1EkRiR:

One of them said:

Hrh qizhong among

— yT one

™ ge classifier for people
ER shiydu roommate

0t shud to say

84

"Xido Ming, ni hdo ybugian a!
‘IR, fRIFE !

"Ming, you're so rich!

/J\BR Xiao Ming (name)
fR ni you
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SO

yodugian wealthy

(modal particle)

Néng bunéng rang wo kankan ni de shouj1?"

BENEELL BB B IRBIF?

Can | take a look at your phone?"

BE
fREY
FAl

86

can

bunéng cannot

to let sb do

me

kankan to take a look at

your

cell phone

Xiao Ming déyi de di géi ta shuo:

INRIFEIhIE AR

Ming proudly handed over the phone and said:

/J\BR

N

s

SR

Xiao Ming (name)

deéyi de proudly

to hand over
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2o} géi to

fih ta him
Wt shud to say
87

"Néa qu ba! Buguo xiaoxTn dian,
ZEIE! TGO,

"Go ahead! But be careful!

= na to take

= qu (indicating motion away from the speaker)
ne ba (modal particle indicating request)

ZSul buguo but

IV Xi&oxin to be careful

= dian a little

88

bié shuaihuai le!"

ARA T

Don’t drop it!"

Eill bié do not

IR shuaihuai  to drop and break

g le (indicating a change of state)
89
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Na yT k&, Xi&o Ming juéde ziji zhongyu yingdé le

B—2zl, NPRSECET®RET

At that moment, Ming finally felt that he had achieved his goal of

AR—Z| na yT ké at that moment

/\BR Xido Ming (name)

w5 juéde to feel

Bo ziji oneself

=T zhongyu finally

wmig yingdé to win

e le (completed action marker)
90

shiydu men de xianmu hé jidu.
ERANNERFANYRIP .

getting his roommates’ envy and admiration.

= &1 shiydu men roommates

19 de (used after an attribute)
R xianmu to admire

Zill hé and

73 jidu envy

91

Késhi ta méi gé yué de shénghudféi zhiydu yT gian wu,

AIRMtETANERRERE—F4,
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But his monthly allowance was only 1500 yuan

Al késhi but

ft ta he

81 H méigéyue each month

i de (used after an attribute)
AT shénghuofeéi allowance

=25 zhiydu only

—F4A yigianwu 1500 (yuan)

92

fu wan fenqr hou sudshengwuji.
o HAEMRIT/ L,

and after paying for the installment, he was left with very little money.

< fu to pay

5T wan to finish

o HA fenqT in installments

fa hou after

FREIFTJl,  sudshéngwdiji there is not much left
93

You yT duan shijian,
ﬁ_EQHT_“\ETJ )

At one point,
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B you there is

— il one

Ex duan classifier for periods of time
B8] shijian period

94

ta giong de lian fan dou cht buqi le.
fth 55 1FEIREMZAFE T o

he was so broke that he couldn’t even afford food.

ft ta he

£ qiong poor

15 de after a verb, indicating degree)
= lian (used with th1, # etc) even

R fan food

#B dou (used for emphasis) even

Iz A #e chibugi can't afford to eat

e le (indicating a change of situation)
95

Ta xiang xiang shiydu men jiéqian,
it 8= RI1MEH,

He attempted to borrow money from his roommates

ftt ta he
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pis\ xiang

[a] xiang

= &A1) shiydu men
557 jieqian

96

to want
towards
roommates

to borrow money

Ké shéi dou bu kén jiegéi ta,

A s Eat,

but they all refused

Gl ké
i:3 shéi
R dou
Z8 bu
Cl kén
(EE jiegéi
ftt, ta

97

yTnweéi tamen juéde
Eu 1515

because they felt

N yTnwei
ftt{] tamen

but

who

all

not

willing

to lend to sb

him

because

they
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juéde

Xido Ming shi gé kébéi gié kéxiao de rén.

IR FIERFIRRIA,

he was pathetic and foolish.

1]\BA

99

Xiao Ming

shi

kéxiao
de

rén

(name)

is

classifier for people
lamentable

and

foolish

(used after an attribute)

person

Méibanfa, ta zhihao zaici dadianhua

RINE, W RIFEIRITHEIE

So, he was left with no choice but to call his father

RINE
f
ReF

BIX

méibanfa

ta

zhihdo

zaici

there is nothing to be done
he
without any better option

once again
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FTRRIE d&dianhua to make a telephone call

100
wen ta ba yao gian.
Bt EE .

and ask him for more money.

a) weén to ask
ftbE taba his father
7 yao to ask for
% gian money
101

Ta bo tong le ta ba de dianhua,
fthikiE Tt ERIEBIE,

He dialed his father’s number,

ftt, ta he

7.1 bo to dial

y3 tong through

e le (completed action marker)
fthes taba his father

9 de ~'s (possessive particle)
=R dianhua telephone

102
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késhi méi rén jie.

AIZRAR,

but got no response.

A késhi but

= méi rén no one

= jie to answer (the phone)
103

Guo le yThuir, ta you da le yrci.
HT7—=I)L, tXITT—IX,

A moment later, he tried again.

ol guo to pass (time)

g le (completed action marker)
—=)L yThuir a moment

fi ta he

X you (once) again

1 da to dial

e le (completed action marker)
—IR yTCi once

104

Zhé ci, yT gé moshéng niirén jié le dianhua.
IR, —TREEXRAETBIE,

This time, a woman he didn’t recognize answered the phone.
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X zhé ci this time

— y1 one

™ gé classifier for people

FEAE moshéng  unfamiliar

ZA ndrén woman

= jie to answer (the phone)

e le (completed action marker)
g dianhua phone call

105

Xidao Ming wen: "Ni shi shéi a?
/J\BR[a): “fiR 2 VR

Ming asked: “Who are you?

/\BB Xido Ming (name)

8] weén to ask

1R ni you

= shi are

i:3 shéi who

1] a (modal particle)
106

Zhe bushi wo ba de shoujt ma?"

XA ZHERNFHIL?
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Isn’t this my father's phone?

X zhe this

= bushi is not

E34 wo my

B ba father

9 de ~'s (possessive particle)
FAN shoujT cell phone

12 ma (question particle)

107

Nage nirén shud: "W4 shi yTyuan de hushi,
BT LZAR: “FEERPL,

The woman said: “| am a nurse at a hospital.

AP nage that one

zZA ndrén woman

0t shud to say

£33 wo I

= shi am

&% yTyuan hospital

Y de (used after an attribute)
Px hushi nurse

108
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ni shi zhége bingrén de érzi ba?"

X TAARILFIE?

You are this patient’s son, right?”

you

are

this

bingrén patient

of
son

...right?

"Shi a, wo ba zénmele?"

‘B, BEEAT?”

"Yes, | am. What happened to my father?"

&

L7

is
(modal particle)
my

father

zénmele What happened?

Xidao Ming zhaoji de wéndao.

INIRERME)E,
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Ming asked anxiously.

/\BB Xiao Ming (name)
s zhaoji de anxiously
EIBES wéndao to ask
111

Hushi jiéshi dao:
P@RE:

The nurse explained:

P+ hushi nurse

fRTR  jidshi to explain

Cl dao to say (the words quoted)
112

"Ni ba shangwu béi song jin yTyuan,
“IRE L FHRIEHER,

"Your father was brought to the hospital this morning

RE niba your father

¥ shangwti morning

" béi (indicates passive-voice clauses)
1% song to send

1 jin into

Elfx yTyuan hospital
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113
xianzai zai hunmi zhong. Ni kuai guolai ba!"
IEEEEP, (RIRIKIE! 7

and he is in a coma. You should come soon!"

£ xianzai now

£..5 zai... zhong in the middle of

2P hanmi to be in a coma

R ni you

R kuai quick

JUE 3 guolai to come over

ne ba (modal particle indicating suggestion)
114

Yuanlai Xiao Ming ba weile dud zhéng dian gian,
[RFNREN T ZHERE,

It turned out that Ming’s father needed more money,

[FE3k& yuanlai as it turns out
/NERE Xido Ming ba Ming's father
AT weile in order to

% dud more

e zhéng to make (money)
= dian a little
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t gian money

115
ta zhége yué y1 tian dou méi xitxi.
fthi XA —REZIRR,

so, he hadn’t rested a day during the whole month.

ftt, ta he

XA zhége yue this month

—X yT tian one day

#B dou (used for emphasis) even
= méi not

w2 XiOxi to rest

116

Zai ta ban zhe zhuan
EfhiET

When he was carrying bricks

= zai in the middle of doing sth

ftt, ta he

ik ban to move (sth relatively heavy or bulky)
e zhe (indicating a continued action)

& zhuan brick

117
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z0u zai [6utt shang shi,

RETERERS LAY,

up the stairs,

E zéu to walk
... zai... shang on
EdE l6utT stair

B shi when
118

ta taran juéde touydn,

hRATEFLZ,

he suddenly felt dizzy,

ftt ta he
EXEN taran sudden
g juéde to feel
XE touyn dizzy
119

ranhou xianghou daoxia, zhuang dao téubu.
REEERT, BRI,

fell backwards and hit his head.

= ranhou then (afterwards)

@E xianghou backward
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HI d&oxia to collapse

i zhuang to knock against
g3l dao (verb complement)
SKER téubu head

120

Tingdao zhége xiaoxi,
IFEIIXNER,

After Ming heard about this,

0! tTngdao to hear
X zhége this
HE XiaoXxi news
121

Xiao Ming lima gandao ytyuan.
/NBRA St R ER .

he rushed to the hospital.

/)\BB Xido Ming (name)

5 lima immediately

R gandao to hurry (to some place)
E7 yTyuan hospital

122

Kandao fuqrtn tang zai bingchuang shang,

mandarincorner.org



http://www.mandarincorner.org

Stories In Slow Chinese - Gaining Face
BRI ERERIR L,

Seeing his father lying in bed

E% kandao to see

R F fugin father

Elo) tang to lie down
#£.. Lk zai... shang on

AR bingchuang hospital bed
123

zuili cha zhe yangqi guan,
BEBRERSRE,

with a breathing tube in his mouth,

I EE zuily in the mouth

1A cha to insert

& zhe (indicating a continued state)
a5 yangqi oxygen

=1 guan tube

124

ta xiangqi ziji dui fuqin shud guo de huanghua.
8 B S R FIRTNIRIE.

he thought about the lies he had told his father.

ftt ta he
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iy xiangql to call to mind

Ei= ziji oneself

X dui towards

R fuqin father

i shud to say

i guo (experienced action marker)
i de (used after an attribute)
Tiid huanghua lie

125

nage shike, ta duome xiwang ziji kéyi huidao guoqu,
ABIEZ, thZAREESANEREIEE,

At that moment, he felt an urge to go back in time

ANEIZI  nage shiké that moment
ftt, ta he

ZA dudme how (much etc)
wE XTwang to wish for

B2 ziji oneself

G kéyi can

B huidao to return to
JUDiy guoqu past

126

wanhui ta sud zuod de yiqié cuo shi.

mandarincorner.org

59


http://www.mandarincorner.org

Stories In Slow Chinese - Gaining Face

BRI — RS,

and undo everything he had done in the past,

el wanhui
ft ta

P sud

{3 zud

iy de
—1J] yTqgié
H cud

2 shi

127

to redeem

he

(particle introducing a relative clause or passive)
to do

(used after an attribute)

every

wrong

thing

Ké ta zh1dao zhé shi bukénéng de.

IR RITE X 2 A A BERY.

but this, he realized wasn't possible.

AJ ké

fih ta

bl zhidao

X zhe

= shi
NG bukénéng
19 de

but

he

to know
this

is
impossible

(used at the end for emphasis)
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128

Xiangdao zheli, ta gandao wubi tongku hé néijiu.
BEXE, thREEIZERENNR.

Understanding this, he felt an unbearable pain and guilt in his heart.

el xidngdao  to think of
XE zheél here

ftt, ta he

RE gandao to feel

JotE wubf incomparable
B tongk painful

Zill hé and

AR néijit guilty
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