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1
Zhang ayi zuoméng dou xiangyao y1 gé sunzi.
KPR HR AR E— TN F o

Mrs Zhang had alway dreamed of having a grandson.

S Ra e Zhang ayi auntie Zhang (Mrs Zhang)
e zudmeng to dream

1 dou (used for emphasis) even
PEE D xiangyao to want to

— yT one

™ gé classifier for people

FhF sanzi grandson
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2

Ké ta weiyT de érzi jiéhtn dou yT1 nian le,
Pl ME—RY) L FEIBH—E T,

But her only son had already been married for a year

Al ké but

it ta she

ME— weiyT only

i de ~'s (possessive particle)
JLF érzi son

G508 jiéhadn to marry

#r dou already

—5F yTnian one year

7 le (completed action marker)
3

ta de xift hai méiydu huai shang haizi.
R EE =B L& T

and his wife still was not pregnant.

i Ay tade his

JEVE xifu wife (of a younger man)
o hai yet

Bl méiydu hasn't

ML hudishang to become pregnant
®F haizi child
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Zhe ké ba Zhang ayi ji huai le.

RAHEKMREIA T .

This made Mrs Zhang very anxious.

5

sl

it
SKRaI 4
=
§7\

i

5

zhé

this
(used for emphasis) certainly

(used to bring object in front of verb)

auntie Zhang (Mrs Zhang)
to worry
(used after certain verbs) extremely

(after an adjective, express an excessive degree)

Can Ii gén ta téngling de niirén

BRI ERSAI A

In her village, most women her age

6

cunli
gén

ta
téngling
de

ndirén

in the village

as (compared to)

she

of the same age

(used after an attribute)

woman

dabufen déu ydu sinzi sinnd le,
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REBDEBEINFINLT,

had a grandson or granddaughter.

REBD dabufen
#h dou

=) yoéu
fihF sanzi
N sannd
g le

7

zhiyéu Zhang ayi méiydu,

REKEFLH,

the majority

all

to have
grandson
granddaughter

(indicate a change of state)

Only Mrs Zhang didn't have one.

=E zhiydu

S RaT e Zhang ayi
=8 méiyou

8

ta hén xianmu tamen.
HRERM],

She envied them.

i ta
R hén
RE xianmu

only
auntie Zhang (Mrs Zhang)

to not have

she
very

to envy
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4] tamen them (female)

9
Ta jianxin érxi de shénti you wenti,
#hIR{5 ) LIBRY BB [E)RE,

She firmly believed that her daughter-in-law had a problem.

it ta she

P jianxin to believe firmly

JLER érxi daughter-in-law

iy de ~'s (possessive particle)
51 shenti health

= you to have

|B) &% wenti problem

10

sudyi yT1zai cuicu érxi qu yTyuan jiancha.
FTA—BER) LIREERNE,

So, she repeatedly urged her to see a doctor.

FiT A Sudyt as a result

—5B yizai repeatedly

1 cutcu to urge

JLER érxi daughter-in-law
= qu to go to (a place)
Efx yTyuan hospital

WE ji&ncha to examine
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Erxi y& dasuan yao xidohai,
JUEtHITEZE )V,

The daughter-in-law also wanted to have a child,

JLEE érxi daughter-in-law

! yé also

18 d&suan to plan

/v yao xidohai  to have children (colloquial)
12

zhishi yizhi dou méi huai shang.
RE—EH#RRL,

it was just that it had not happened yet.

"HE zhishi but

—H yizhi all along

#R dou all

= mei have not

HE huaishang to become pregnant
13

Dan ta bu xiangxin ziji ydbu shénme weénti,
Bt BEBSH AR,

However, she didn't believe there was anything wrong with her

8 dan however

4h ta she
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25 bu not

ELE] xiangxin to believe
E=) ziji oneself
o) you to have
t4 shénme anything
|a) &% wenti problem
14

ta renwéi zhézhdng shi zhaoji yé méiyong.
AR MEERMIZA,

and she thought this kind of thing could not be rushed.

it ta she

AR rénwéi to think

XFhEE zhézhdngshi this kind of thing

g2 zhaoji to feel anxious

i) yé (used for emphasis, often before a negative expression)
A méiyong useless

15

Wanfan shi, Zhang ayi dui érzi shuo:
BRORAT, SKBAERST)LF5:

At dinner, Mrs Zhang said to her son:

B TR wanfan dinner
iN] shi when
5k Ba] 5% Zhang ayi  auntie Zhang (Mrs Zhang)
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F dui towards
JLF érzi son

W shud to say
16

"wd zudtian zai dianshi shang kandao yi jia yiyuan de guanggao,
“BIERERI LB —RERN F,

"I saw an ad about a hospital on TV yesterday.

E5 wo I
FEXR zuotian yesterday

EEMLE zai dianshi shang on TV

=il kandao to see

— y1 one

EX jia classifier for hospitals
&Rz yTyuan hospital

9 de (used after an attribute)
& gudnggao advertisement

17

shud tamen zhuanmén zhilido buyunzhéng.
WA E e RFAE.

It said that they specialized in treating infertility.

W shuo to say
it tamen they
£z zhuanmén specialized
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BIT zhilido
AREAE buytnzhéng
18

to treat (an iliness)

female infertility

Yaobu mingtian dai ni xifu qu jiancha yixia?"

ERRREMBAENE—T? "

How about taking your wife to that hospital tomorrow to have them check her?"

LN yaobu
PN mingtian
] dai

1R ni

Y] xif

= qu

waE jiancha
—F yixia

19

Erzi bunaifan de shuo:
JLFANTT Kottt -

The son impatiently replied:

JLF érzi

AN KR bunaifan
ih de

W shuo

how about...?

tomorrow

to take along

your (when referring to a close relationship, "de" is omitted)
wife (of a younger man)

to go

to examine

to do (sth for a bit to give it a try)

son
impatient
-|y

to say
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"ma, ni buyao guan le!
“4G, IRAEET!

"Mom, stop bothering me with this!

45 ma mom

R ni you

& buyao don't!

=i guan bother about

T le (used in commands or request in response to a changed situation)

qu bu qu yiyuan shi women ziji de shir."
EFEEREZEHINBECSHNE)L, 7

Whether we go to the hospital or not, is our business!"

= qu to go

A& buqu not go

Epx yTyuan hospital

= shi is

A women our

BC zZiji one's own

Y de ~'s (possessive particle)
5L shir business

22

Zhang ayi ting wan, lima jidzhuang kagi bing shuodao:
sKPRITSE, L SDERERUHIRE:
Mrs Zhang immediately started to pretend to cry and said:
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S BaT i Zhang ayi auntie Zhang (Mrs Zhang)
iy ting to listen

5T wan to finish

VA= lima immediately

5853 jidzhuang to pretend

SR kaqi to weep

H bing and

T8 shudodao to say (the quoted words)
23

"rénjia de sinzi sinnl ddu shang you'éryuan le,
“ANRINFIRE EL))LET,

"Other people's grandchildren are already in kindergarten

AR rénjia other people

9 de ~'s (possessive particle)

FNFHNEL stnzi stnnli grandson and granddaughter (together means grandchildren)
#B dou already

£ shang to attend (class or university)

#)LE you'éryuan  kindergarten

e le (indicate a change of state)

24

ké wo hai y1 gé dou méiyou.
AHE— T ERE,

and | have none.
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AJ ké but

E34 wo I

i’ hai still

— y1 one

™ gé classifier for people

1 dou (used for emphasis) even
Bl méiydu to not have

25

Ni ba zdu le, liuxia wo yigérén gilingling de.
MEET, BTFE—TAMEZRT,

Your father has left me alone in this world.

\
v

RE niba your father

£ zou to die (euph.)

g le (completed action marker)

BT liixia to leave behind

B wo me

—TA y1gérén alone (without company)

MEF galingling all alone

9 de (used to form a nominal expression)
26

WO bugud shi xiangyao gé sinzi,
BTIRREDTIF,

All I want is a grandson
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wo
bugud shi
xidngyao
gé

stnzi

I

nothing more than...
to want to

classifier for people

grandson

nimen dou bunéng manzu wo.

RI1EBAE

mERK

and you can't even satisfy me with this wish.

{11

#B

28

W4 haiburu qu si le suanle!"

BEAUWERTET!

| should just die!"

wo
haiburu
qu

si

le

you (plural)

(used for emphasis) even
cannot

to satisfy

me

to be better off ...
to go
to die

(modal particle intensifying preceding clause)
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87 suanle let it be

30
Erxi fangxia kuaizi, shud:
JURICRRF, -

The daughter-in-law put down her chopsticks and said:"

JLEE érxi daughter-in-law
BT fangxia to put down
TRF kuaizi chopsticks

it shuo to say

30

"ma, ni bié ki le!
“99, {RAIRT!

"Mom, stop crying!

45 ma mom (In China, daughter-in-laws call mother-in-laws mom)

R ni you

Eall bié do not

E3 Ka to cry

g le (used in commands or requests in response to a changed situation)
31

W40 qu, wo mingtian jiu qu."
BE, BERME. 7

I will go. | will go tomorrow."

mandarincorner.org 14



http://www.mandarincorner.org

Stories In Slow Chinese - Medicine

E34 wo I

= qu to go

E24 wo I

PN mingtian tomorrow
7 jiu right away
vy qu to go

32

Zhang ayi mashang xiao le qilai .
SKPYRD BT 2SR,

Mrs Zhang immediately stop crying and started to smile.

S BaT i Zhang ayi  auntie Zhang (Mrs Zhang)

=l mashang immediately

% Xxiao smile

e le (completed action marker)

Fideh 3 qgilai (after a verb) indicating the beginning and continuation of an action
or a state

33

Di'értian, érxi qu ytyuan jiancha le.
BZXR, IIBEERRET .,

The next day, the daughter-in-law went to the hospital and was checked.

EZX di'értian next day

JLEE érxi daughter-in-law
= qu to go

&Rz yTyuan hospital
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NE jiancha to examine
e le (completed action marker)
34

YT1shéng shud méiydu wenti,
ELizA0,

The doctor said there was no problem

E4E yTshéng doctor

W shuo to say

=2 méiydu to not have
8] RR wenti problem

35

rang ta buyong danxin.
TEAR RO

and she shouldn't worry.

1k rang to let sb do sth
i ta she

1A buyong need not

L= danxin to worry

36

Bannian guoqu le,
FEITET,

Half a year past

mandarincorner.org
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FE bannian half a year
o guoqu to pass by

le (completed action marker)
37

érxi de duzi haishi méiydu xiaoxi.
JUBRIAt F IR B BHER.

and her daughter-in-law was still not pregnant.

JLER érxi daughter-in-law

iy de ~'s (possessive particle)
Bt F duzi belly

T2 haishi still

= méiydu to not have

HE Xi@oxi news

38

Ta juéde hén kundo.

ISR N,

Mrs Zhang felt very upset.

it ta she

1S juéde to feel

R hén very

=X klindo distressed
39

mandarincorner.org
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Haran, ta xidngqi gébi cin de lao Zhongyr,

B, WRERENNZERE,

Suddenly, Mrs Zhang remembered the old traditional doctor who lived in a neighbouring village

2R haran suddenly

it ta she

e xiangqi to recall

REEAY gébican neighbouring village

i de (used after an attribute)

Z l&o old

FE ZhongyT a doctor trained in Chinese medicine
40

tTngshud ta néng bangzhu funli zéngjia shouyun jThui.
it BEFE BN ALIE MR 2=,

and she heard that he could help women increase the chances of getting pregnant.

I ise tTngshud to hear (sth said)
i ta he

BE néng can

FEED bangzhu to help

AL fund woman

2yl zéngjia to increase

=E shouyun to conceive

k= jThui opportunity

41
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Yushi, ta dai zhe érxi

TR, twHEE/LE

So, she took her daughter-in-law

= yushi as a result

it ta she

B2 dai to take along

e zhe (indicate an continued state or action)
JLEE érxi daughter-in-law

42

qu kan le zhéwéi lao Zhongyr,
EBTRAUEZFRE,

to see this old Chinese doctor

= qu to go

= kan to see

e le (completed action marker)

XA zhéwei this (person)

z l&o old

FE Zhongy1 a doctor trained in Chinese medicine
43

bing daihui yixieé Zhongyao,

and they brought back some prescribed Chinese medicine.

H bing and
mandarincorner.org
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GAIE] daihui bring back

—LE yixié some

k] Zhongyao (traditional) Chinese medicine
44

ta méitian dou rang érxi hé.
S RERLL)LISIS .,

Mrs Zhang made her daughter-in-law drink it every day.

it ta she

88X maéitian every day

#R dou all

ik rang to let sb do sth
JLE érxi daughter-in-law
115 he to drink

45

Bannian you guoqu le,
FEXTET,

But half a year later,

FIF bannian half a year

X you (once) again

L guoqu to pass by

T le (completed action marker)
46

ké haoxiang yé méiyou zudyong.
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iR B1ER.

her daughter-in-law was still not pregnant.

A ké but

& haoxiang to seem like

i) yé (used for emphasis, often before a negative expression)
B méiyou to not have

EF zudyong effect

47

Zhang ayi gandao hén jusang.
sk Fal SRR IR B T,

Mrs Zhang felt very frustrated.

3k Ba i Zhang ayi  auntie Zhang (Mrs Zhang)
R hén very

R gandao to feel

B jusang dispirited

48

YT tian, ta chuqu maidongxi,
—X, WHEEZIRA,

One day, she went out shopping

—X yitian one day (in the past)
i ta she
HE chaqu to go out

mandarincorner.org
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Dy maidongxi to do one's shopping

49
zai jieshang kandao yT gé mai Zhongyao de zhdngnian nanzi,
EEH LB ERENPESF,

and saw a middle-aged man selling Chinese medicine on the street.

T zai (located) at

HE jieshang on the street

=il kandao to see

— yT one

™ geé classifier for people

= mai to sell

Fzg Zhongyao (traditional) Chinese medicine
9 de (used to form a nominal expression)
e zhdongnian  middle age

5F nanzi a man

50

ta liu zhe y1 lidn hazi, gézi bu gao.
fWBE—RBF, TFIS.

He had a beard and was short in stature.

ftd ta he

B liv to let grow

e zhe (indicate a continued action or state)
—he yTlidn all over the face

mandarincorner.org

22


http://www.mandarincorner.org

Stories In Slow Chinese - Medicine

tAF huzi
™F gézi
ZN bu
= gao
51

beard

stature

not

tall

Ta zai dishang bai le ji zhang xiangpian,

fibEt ER T LKA A,

On the ground, he displayed a few pictures

fih ta

fEih zaidishang
2 bai

g le

JL ji

3k zhang
=l xiangpian
52

he

on the ground

to exhibit

(completed action marker)

a few

classifier for flat objects, sheet

photograph

xiangpian shang de niirén men dou bao zhe yT gé haizi.

R ENZANESEE— T

of women happily holding babies.

=l xiangpian
i shang

i) de

LA nlirénmen

photograph

on

(used to form a nominal expression)
women

mandarincorner.org
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#R dou all

o) bao to hold

e zhe (indicate a continued action or state)
— y1 one

™ gé classifier for people

%F haizi child

53

Xiangpian pangbian you yi zhang zhi, shangmian xié zhe:
BREZDE—KE, LESE:

Besides these pictures, a piece of paper said:

i=la xiangpian photograph

e pangbian beside

o) you there is

— yT one

5K zhang classifier for flat objects

L3 zhi paper

Lrm| shangmian  on top of

5 xié to write

e zhe (indicate a continued action or state)
54

"Zuchuan mifang, zhuanzhi bayun".
“WBIEMT, BRAF,

"These are all happy mothers who became pregnant after taking my ancestral secret formula that
cures infertility!"
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zlchuan
mifang
zhuanzhi

buytn

passed on from ancestors
secret recipe
(of medicine) to use specifically for the treatment of

infertility

Zhang ayi kandao zhéxié xiangpian,

sKPIIRE EIX LA A,

Upon seeing these pictures,

S RaT i
&3
Xt

iEha)

56

Zhangayi
kandao
zhéxié

xiangpian

yanjing dou liang le.

REBE =7,

Mrs Zhang's eyes lit up.

i
=

it

-

57

yanjing

auntie Zhang (Mrs Zhang)
to see
these

photograph

eye
(used for emphasis) even
to shine

(completed action marker)

Ta zbuxiang nanzi weén:"zhé yao zhén de yduydong ma?"

mandarincorner.org
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hE@EFE): “XHENERIIE? ”

She then walked towards the middle-aged man and asked:" Does this medicine really work?"

it ta she

zE@ zOuxiang to move towards

BF nanzi aman

5] wen to ask

X zheé this

%) yao medicine

=1 zhén really

i de (used after an attribute)
E5H yduyong useful

I2] ma (question particle for "yes-no" questions)
58

Nanzi zhi zhe xiangpian shuo:
BFEEERR:

The man pointed to the pictures and said:

5F nanzi a man

8 zhi to point at or to

5 zhe (indicate a continued action or state)
=l xiangpian photograph

i shuo to say

59

"Na dangran! Kankan zhéxié mama men,
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“PBHAR! BEXLLEBHA],

"Of course it works! Look at these mothers!

BB na that

E=FN dangran of course

& kankan to take a look at

XL zhéxié these

4545 mama mother

il men (plural marker for pronouns)
60

tamen dou shi yinwéi wo de yao cai dédao haizi de."
i EEE A ENAT FEZFH,

They all had babies because of my medicine!"

4l tamen they (for females)

#B dou all

2.1 shi...de (sentence pattern used for emphasis)
A yinwei because

HAY wode my

%) yao medicine

7 cai only then

=3 dédao to obtain

% haizi child

61

Zhang ayi mashang cong gianbao I nachd wu bai kuai gian,
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KPR S EMBEEE R A RIRE,

Mrs Zhang immediately took 500 yuan from her purse

Sk BT 3% Zhangayi
=l mashang
M cong
543 gianbao
2] I¥

= nachd
Fay=) wubai

R kuai

57 gian

62

ranhou mai le ping yao.

REXTHRA,

auntie Zhang (Mrs Zhang)
immediately

from

wallet

inside

to take out

5 hundred

yuan (RMB)

money

and bought a bottle of the fertility medicine.

RIa ranhou
3k mai

g le

i ping

5] yao

63

and

to buy

(completed action marker)
bottle

medicine

Huidao jia hou, ta toutou ba yao fangjin mifan Ii,

ERRE, EETEBEKRRE,

mandarincorner.org
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When she got home, she secretly mixed this medicine with the rice

EIE] huidao to return to
x jia home

=1 hou after

it ta she

fanfan toutou secretly

£ ba (used to shift the object to before the verb)
%) yao medicine
)G fangjin to put into
KR mifan (cooked) rice
=) Ii inside

64

ranhou jiao érxi lai chi wanfan.
RRNY ) LIRS NZ B TR

and invited her daughter-in-law to eat dinner.

=T ranhou then

ny jiao to ask

JLER érxi daughter-in-law
x lai to come

1z cht to eat

AR IR wanfan dinner

65

Ganghao jintian érzi jiaban bu huilai chifan,
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RItFS K )L F IR BRI R,

It so happened, that on this day her son had to work overtime and was not present for dinner.

ks ganghé&o to happen to be
SK jintian today

JLF érzi son

hoE jiaban to work overtime
A~ bu not

[E]3k huilai to come back
NZ'iR chifan to have a meal
66

zhiydu Zhang ayi hé érxi.
KRB KPR LIE

Only Mrs Zhang and her daughter-in-law sat down to dine.

2B zhiydu only

Sk FaT 4% Zhangayi auntie Zhang (Mrs Zhang)
il hé and

JLEE érxi daughter-in-law

67

Zhang ayi méiydu chifan, zhishi chr le ji kdu cai.
skfURisBIzZR, RENIZT/LO%.
Mrs Zhang did not eat the rice, just took a few bits from the other food on the table.

Sk Faj 4% Zhangayi auntie Zhang (Mrs Zhang)
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pcd méiyou haven't

172 chifan to eat (rice)

"HE zhishi only

Nz cht to eat

g le (completed action marker)
JL ji a few

[ kou classifier for bites

X cai dish (type of food)

68
Erxi qiguai de wén:" ma, ni z&nme bu chifan?"
JUISEFEMa): “48, {REANIZIR? ”

Her daughter-in-law felt it strange that Mrs Zhang was not eating much and asked her: "Mom, why
don't you eat?"

JLEE érxi daughter-in-law
TR giguai strange

ih de -ly

I8] wen to ask

45 ma mom

1R ni you

BA zénme why?

2N bu not

NZ'R chifan to eat

69

"W xianzai hai bu tai €, dénghuir zai chi."
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£54

i

70
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“BIMELLKE, FRILBIZ, ”

wo
xianzai
hai

butai

e
dénghuir
zai

cht

I
now
yet
not very
hungry
wait a while
then (after sth, and not until then)

to eat

Wanfan hou buijit, érxi shud ta ydudian éxin,

BEIREAK, JLIRRE

I,

Shortly after dinner, her daughter-in-law said she felt a little nauseous

BB IR

wanfan
hou
bujit
erxi
shuo
ta
youdian

éxin

jiezhe jiu kaishi dut.

dinner

after

not long (after)
daughter-in-law
to say

she

a little

to feel sick
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EEMTARIRLT,

and started to vomit.

®E jiezhe after that
#h jiu then
Fia kaishi to start
XMt dutu to vomit
72

Zhang ayi ybéudian jingya,
SKF A RIRT,

Mrs Zhang was a little surprised at

S RaT i Zhangayi auntie Zhang (Mrs Zhang)
BER youdian a little

TG jTngya to surprise

73

zhége yao xiaogud zhéme hao a!
XN ZRERIX 29500 !

how strong the effect of the medicine was!

X zhége this

5] yao medicine
R xiaogud effect
XA zhéme this much
¥ h&o good
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I} a interjection of surprise

74
Ké érxi tu le haojit dou méi ting,
A JLIRM T iF R #sl=,

But her daughter-in-law kept intermittently vomiting

A ké but

JLEE érxi daughter-in-law

mt tu to vomit

e le (completed action marker)
R h&ojiti quite a while

#3 dou (used for emphasis) even
= mei not

= ting to stop

75

liansé yé hén cangbai.
RethREa.,

and began to look very pale.

e lidnsé look
! yé also
® hén very
EN= cangbai pale
76
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Ganghao zhéshi érzi huilai kandao le,

W47 AT )L FEIREER T,

It was during this period that Mrs Zhang's son returned and saw the state of his wife,

NI ganghé&o to happen to be

XABF zheshi at this time

JLF érzi son

[B]3 huilai to return

&3 kandao to see

T le (completed action marker)
77

mashang ba ta song dao yiyuan.
5 xR ERk.

immediately rushed her to the hospital.

=N mashang immediately

£ ba (used to shift the object to before the verb)
ot ta she

ey song to send

g3l dao to (a place)

EPx yTyuan hospital

78

Yishéng shud hdoxiang shi shiwuzhongdu, bing wén tamen:
EARFEE RGPS, FHiofh(]:

The doctor said that it looked like food poisoning and asked:
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£35S yTshéng doctor

W shud to say

&R h&oxiang to seem like
= shi is

BhE shiwuzhongdu food poisoning
H bing and

I8] wen to ask

it tamen them

79

"Ta jintian you méiydu chi shénme giguai de dongxi?"
“USRBERBIZHAFIENRE? 7

"Did she eat anything weird?"

it ta she

SR jTntian today

=N L] yduméiydu  to have or not have

1z cht to eat

ta shénme anything

IR qiguai odd

9 de (used after an attribute)
i dongxi thing

80

Erzi huida shud:"méiydu ba!"
JLFEFR: =B/IE! ”
The son replied:" | don't think so!"
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JLF érzi son

EIE=Y huida to reply

W shud to say

BeZ=] méiydu haven't

ne ba (indicating some doubt in the speaker's mind)
81

Tingdao yishéng de hua, Zhang ayi huang le,
IFBIEEAERIE, KRR T,

Upon hearing the doctor's opinion, Mrs Zhang panicked

Tzl tTngdao to hear

E32 yishéng doctor

19 de (used after an attribute)
& hua talk

Sk BT 43R Zhangayi auntie Zhang (Mrs Zhang)
i huang to get panicky

e le (completed action marker)

82
xTnxidng gai buhui shi ta de yao ydu wenti ba.
VRIS R AZ5 A [a) L,

and wondered if it was because of her medicine.

VR xTnxiang to think to oneself
% gai probably
s buhui will not (act, happen etc)
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shi is

ta she

de ~'s (possessive particle)
yao medicine

you there is

wenti problem

ba ...| presume.

Erzi kan ta jinzhang de yangzi,

JLF BRI,

The son noticed her nervousness

JLF

i
3K
B9
=

84

érzi son

kan to see

ta she

jinzhang nervous

de (used after an attribute)
yangzi appearance

jiu wén ta:"ma, ni zénmele?"

Fiielg: “G, REAT?”

and asked:" Mom, what's wrong?"

G

jiu then
wen to ask
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45 ma mother

R ni you

BAT zénmele What's going on?
85

Zhang ayi méi shudhua, érshi ku le qilai,
sKRIERIRIIE, MeER T EX,

Mrs Zhang didn't say anything, but started to cry.

5k Bl 5% Zhangayi auntie Zhang (Mrs Zhang)

= mei not

WIE shuohua to talk

ez érshi rather

£ Ka to cry

g le (completed action marker)

PR qilai (after a verb) indicating the beginning and continuation of an action
or a state

86

ranhou ba sudydu de shi dou gaosu le érzi.
REIEMBENSHEIRTILF.

Then she told her son everything.

=] ranhou then (afterwards)

i ba (used to shift the object to before the verb)
Fi& sudydu all

19 de (used after an attribute)

£ shi thing
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#R dou all

=R gaosu to tell

e le (completed action marker)
JLF érzi son

87

Erzi hén shéngqi, dashéng dui Zhang ayi shué:
JLFRES, KEXKFR:

Her son got very angry and shouted:

JLF érzi son

R’ hén very

£S5 shéngqi angry

KE dashéng loudly

xF dui towards

5k Bl 5% Zhangayi auntie Zhang (Mrs Zhang)
i shud to say

88

"Ma, ni zénme zhéme yuchun!
‘9, IREARXALBRE!

"Mom! Why are you so foolish!

5 ma mom

R ni you

BA zé&nme how?
XA zhéme so much

mandarincorner.org

40


http://www.mandarincorner.org

Stories In Slow Chinese - Medicine

2]
i

= yuchun stupid

89
zhézhdng pianrén de hua yé xiangxin!"
XMIRARIERAARE!

How could you believe in this kind scam?!"

XFh zhézhong this kind of

wA pianrén a scam

i de (used after an attribute)
18 hua talk

i) yé (used for emphasis)
il xiangxin to believe

90

Zuihou érzi hai shud:" ma, ni si le zhé tido xin bal
REILFEIR: ‘B, RETXFOE!

Later, the son said:" Mom, just drop it.

zuihdu

érzi

hai

shuo

silezhétiaoxin

ba

finally

son

also

to say

mom

you

(expression) give up the idea

(modal particle indicating suggestion or surmise)
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91

WoOmen shi bukénéng hui ydu haizi de.
BRI E &% TN,

We can't have kids.

Al women we

2.1 shi... de (sentence pattern used for emphasis)
AATEE bukénéng impossible

= hui will

o) you to have

®F haizi child

92

Bénlai wo shi buxiang shuo de,
K ENRIRAY,

| didn't want to tell you,

Ak bénlai at first

E24 wo I

=...1 shi... de (sentence pattern used for emphasis)
18 buxiang do not want

) shud to say

93

shanggéyué wo toutdou qu jiancha le shéenti,
E P BEMEMENET S1F,

but last month | had a medical examination to look into why we are not having kids
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£TA shanggéyué last month

E34 wo I

fanfa toutou secretly

= qu to go

WE ji&ncha to examine

g le (completed action marker)
=20 shenti (human) body

94

gishi zhénzhéng ybu weénti de rén shi wo."
HIXRIFARENAZH. ”

and the truth is that I am the one who has problems."

Hsr qishi actually

HIF zhénzhéng  true

=) you to have

|a) &% wenti problem

19 de (used to form a nominal expression)
A rén person

= shi is

B wo me

95

Zhang ayi ting wan you ku le qilai,
SKPIRITSE X R T #ESK,

After hearing this, Mrs Zhang started crying again
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SRR %R
O

dit

X

N

96

Stories In Slow Chinese - Medicine

Zhangayi
ting
wan

you

auntie Zhang (Mrs Zhang)
to listen

to finish

(once) again

to cry

(completed action marker)

(after a verb) indicating the beginning and continuation of an action
or a state

ta zhe béizi dou bukénéng hui you sunzi le.

X EFEHAPIESEANFT

because she now understood she would never have a grandson.

fty
X
£7
#

AAIRE

Hp

FNF

ta
zhé

beizi

dou
bukénéng

hui

she

this

all one's life
all
impossible
will

to have
grandson

(indicate a new situation or state)
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