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1
TTngdao ménwai yaoshi de shéngyin,

I EIT)SMAREE,

When | heard the sound of keys from outside the door,

rEl tingdao to hear

I715F  ménwai outside the door
ARt  yaoshi key

Y de of

=% shéngyin sound

2

w0 mashang ba zhéngzai kan de wangye guandiao,
BD HIEEEENMNITIXE,
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| immediately closed the web page | was browsing,

E5 wo I
5+t mashang immediately
£ ba (used to bring object in front of verb)

IE7E  zhéngzai right in the middle of (doing sth)

= kan to watch
19 de (after an attribute)
MD1  wangye web page

*#2 guandiao to shut off

3
ranhou suibian dakai le y1 gé shipin wangzhan.
RIEREEFT T — SRS

and opened a random video website.

PAIE  ranhou then (afterwards)

BEE suibian at random

FTFH  dakai to open

T le (completed action marker)
— yT one

™ gé classifier

SR shipin video

Wi wangzhan website

4
Jiézhe chuanlai le guanmén de shéngyin,

BREGERTXIINEE,
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Then there came the sound of the door closing.

& jiezhe then

&3k chuanlai (of a sound) to come through
e le (completed action marker)
%71 guanmén to close a door

i) de of

BT shéngyin sound

5

gudran shi ta huilai le.
RARMEET,

So it was him.

B&R  gudran as expected

= shi is

ftt ta he

B3k huilai to come back

e le (completed action marker)
6

"Zénme zhéme wan cai huilai?"
“BAX A [EI? 7

"Why are you so late?"

B4 zénme why?
X% zhéme so much
73 wan late

7 cai only then
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@3  huilai to come back

7
W0 zhuang zhe manbujingxin de wéndao.
BEREENZOMIO)E,

| asked, pretending to be indifferent.

E24 wo I

eSS zhuang to pretend

e zhe (indicating a continued action)
BRI manbujTngxin indifferent

ih de -ly

[B)& weéndao to ask

8

"Nage... gongsT zuijin you gé xin xiangmu,
B A mERTHIE,

"Oh, uh... we've got a new project recently,

BB nage (filler word)
/ANS]  gongsT company
BRI zuijin recently

2] you to have

T gé classifier
Bl XN new

B  xiangmu project

9

jiaban ne."

nyEe. ”

mandarincorner.org



http://www.mandarincorner.org

Stories In Slow Chinese - Evidence

so | had to work overtime",

MPE  jiaban to work overtime
e ne (reinforcing the assertion)
10

Ta zh1zhtwlwu de shuo.

>z EE#IT,

he mumbled.

ftt ta he
YXEE zhTzhtwiwl  to mumble
ith de -ly

W shuo to say

11

Huan wan xiézi, ta cou dao diannao pingmu gian wén,
ST, fRRENESEIN,

After changing his shoes, he leaned towards the screen and asked,

it huan to change (clothes etc)
5T wan to finish

BT xiézi shoe

ft  ta he

%= cou to move close to

gl dao to (a place)

BAX dianndo computer

R% pingmu screen

Bl qian front
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(o] weén to ask

12
"Zai ganma ne? Jintian méishénme bushdfu ba?"
“FETFUWIE? SRZTAREFRIE? ”

"What are you up to? How did you feel today?"

vy zai (indicating an action in progress)
IRk ganma what are you doing?

e ne (at the end of a special question)
SK jTntian today

=T A méishénme nothing

TEF AR bushfu feeling ill

ne ba (... right?)

13

W& dong le dong shubiao shud:
B T s AR

| moved the mouse and said:

E34 wo I
ST N dong le dong move in a quick motion
(v+ 7+ v:indicating a quick action)
FRAT shiibiao mouse (computing)
) shud to say
14

"haihao ba, méishénme.
“BYFIE, 24,
"Not bad, nothing special.
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woF haih&o not bad

ne ba (modal particle)
=t A méishénme nothing

15

Zhishi yéudian wuliao,
REBE ST,

| just felt a little bored,

H& zhishi just
BE  yodudian a little
THl  wulido bored
16

jiu xiang zhao jige gaoxiao shipin kankan."
MBI L MERAITESR., ”

so | was thinking about looking for some funny videos to watch."

Mo jia then

8 xiang to want to

% zh&o to try to find
JL  jige a few

fB5%  gdoxiao funny

MR shipin video

FZE kankan to take a look at
17

"0, na ni kan ba."

‘W, BIREIE, ”
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"Oh, | see. Enjoy them",

1534 o) oh

F:l na then (in that case)
R ni you

= kan  to watch

ne ba (indicating a suggestion)

18
Ta yibian zéuxiang yushi yibian shuo,
fih—BEREE 1%,

he said while walking towards the bathroom.

ft ta he

—iA...—3A... yibian...yTbian... doing two things at the same time
E [ zOuxiang to move towards

BE yushi bathroom

i shud to say

19

"Duile, ytshéng shud yuchangr shi xiagéyué, shi ma?"

WY, EERFTHETTA, 2052 ”

"By the way, the doctor said your due date is next month, right?"

X7 duile oh, by the way, ...

E&E yTshéng doctor

W shud to say

F=HR yuchangt expected date of childbirth
= shi is
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xiagéyué next month

shima right?

"Xiageyué yuedr." WS Iéngléng de huida shud.
“TTHBIE. "#RRHtEIZER.

"At the end of next month." | answered coldly.

1R
RIE
£33
R
@1

i

21

xiagéyue next month
yuéedi end of the month
wo I

Iéngléng de coldly

huida to reply

shud to say

Tingdao yushi Ii linyu de shui shéng,
278 = MR RIKE,

Once | heard the sound of the shower from the bathroom,

22

tingdao
yushi

IV

linya

de

to hear

bathroom

inside

to take a shower

of

water

sound

w0 mashang ting zhe wd de daduzi,
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B5 L REHRAMLF,
| immediately sat up with my big belly

E34 wo I

=N mashang immediately

54 ting to (physically) straighten up
& zhe (indicating a continued action)
Ay wo de my

KRLF daduzi pregnant belly

23

ba shénti nué dao shafa shang,
BRI R £,

and moved myself over to the sofa.

£ ba (used to bring object in front of verb)
B{K  shenti (human) body

il nuo to move

g3l dao to (a place)

W& shafa sofa (loanword)

s shang on top

24

ranhou xunsu de fankai ta de gongwénbao,
ARETRME A A X E,

Then | quickly opened his briefcase

= ranhou then (afterwards)
IR XUunsu rapid
ih de -ly
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Sbas fankai to open up
fth A9 ta de his

NXE gongwénbao briefcase
25

zhao ta de shdujr.

HALEIFAL.

to look for his cell phone.

¥ zhdo to look for
fth A9 ta de his

Fil shoujt cell phone
26

Késhi fan le gé dichaotian yé méi zhaodao,
B Z# 7 M REAR IR R,
But after looking around, | didn't find the phone.

AlZ késhi but

& fan to turn over

e le (completed action marker)
T gé classifier

[REAR dichaotian upside down

i) yé (used for emphasis)

= mei not

HE zh&odao to find

27

wo zhihdo mashang ba ta kou hao, huanyuan.

BRRFSEBENEF, AFE,
mandarincorner.org
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So | had to hastily close up the breifcase and put it back where it was.
E5 wo I

[  zhihdo without any better option

S+t mashang immediately

i ba (used to bring object in front of verb)
E ta it

n kou to buckle up

%%  hio well

®[R®  huanyuan to restore to the original state

28
Huidao diannao qian,
CIEEEENTETN

Then | went back to my computer,

E1Z] huidao to return to
R diannao computer
Bl gian front

29

w0 de xTn hai zai péngpéng zhi tiao,
BT E B,

and my heart was still pounding

Y wo de my

1y XTn heart

& hai still

= zai (indicating an action in progress)
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EEE  péngpéng Bang bang!

B zhi straight
Bk tiao to jump
30

shéngpa béi ta faxian.
ARt &3,

for fear of being discovered.

414 shéngpa to fear

e béi by

ftt ta him

&K faxian to discover
31

Diyici shouji zhéngiju, jiu zhéyang shibai le.
FREEIEE, MXERWT

My first attempt at collecting evidence had failed.

FE—IR diyici the first time

&  shouji to collect

JUEE  zhéngju evidence

7 jiu just (emphasis)

X#  zhéyang like this

KW shibai to fail

e le (completed action marker)
32

Ta zdngshi jT bu li shéen,

HEENAEE,
mandarincorner.org

13


http://www.mandarincorner.org

Stories In Slow Chinese - Evidence

He always kept his phone with him,

it  ta he

B2 zongshi always

il iT cell phone

25N bu not

EE5 lishen be apart from the body
33

lidn xizao yé dai zhe.
ERRDEE,

even when taking a shower.

& lian (used with 1, #B etc) even
s xizdo to take a shower

! yé (used to emphasis)

b dai to take along

e zhe (indicating a continued action)
34

Erqi& zhoumo ta dou shud yao jiaban.
i B B fth# R Z N,

And even on weekends, he said he needed to work overtime.

mB érqié moreover

7R  zhoumo weekend

it  ta he

1 dou (used for emphasis) even
) shud to say
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23 yao need to
POPE  jiaban to work overtime
35

Ta x1nli kénding ydugul!
O EEERR!

He was definitely hiding something!

ftt ta he

DB xinli mind

BHE kénding definite

BHR  ydugui there's something fishy
36

Weile bu yingxiang duzi Ii de baobao,
ATAEMEFENEE,

To avoid affecting the health of our unborn child,

AT weile in order to

A~ bu not

g0 yingxiang to affect

ftF duzi belly

B Ii inside

Y de (after an attribute)
EE baobao baby

37

ta na duan shijian dot hui qu yangtai shang chouyan.
i ARER AT B = A E LR,
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=
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I

38
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he would smoke in the balcony during that period.

ta

na
duan
shijian
dou

hui

qu

yangtai shang

chouyan

he

that

classifier for periods of time
time

all

will

to go

in the balcony

to smoke (a cigarette)

Yduyici, ta zai yangtai shang yibian chouyan,

AR, RS L—OmA,

Once, he was smoking in the balcony

B—IX
fi
s
PHELE

—iB..—...

I

39

youyici
ta
zai

yangtai shang

y1bian...yTbian...

chouyan

once

he

(located) at

in the balcony

doing two things at the same time

to smoke (a cigarette)

yibian rudydusudst de wang zhe tiankong.
—INERMBMEERE,
while looking up at the sky, as if lost in thought.

mandarincorner.org
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—iB..—iB... yibian...ytbian...

EBFE rudydusudsT as if lost in thought

ih de -ly

2 wang to gaze (into the distance)

5 zhe (indicating a continued action)
RE tiankong sky

40

Er ta de shoujT jit fang zai wd miangian de chaji shang,
Mt FNMBERENER/LL,

And his phone was on the coffee table right in front of me.

m ér
fttdy tade
FH  shoujt
#h jiu
)4 fang
F oz
£S5 wo

EBI] miangian
9 de
L chaji

£ shang

41

and

his

cell phone
precisely

to put

(located) at

my

in front of

(after an attribute)
tea / coffee table

on top

wo chén ta buzhuyi, ganjin chakan ta de Weixin.
BEMTNER, HREEMMNE.
| took advantage to quickly check his WeChat.

mandarincorner.org
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E34 wo I
2 chén to take advantage of
ftt ta he
T3EE buzhiyi not pay attention to
HE  ganjin hurriedly
EFE chakan to check
by tade his
#MfE  weixin WeChat
42

Késhi, limian jingran y1 tido sixin dou méiyou!
AZ, EARA—FILEEHLE!

But, there wasn't even one private message!

A2 késhi but

B/ Ilimian inside

=4 jingran unexpectedly

— yT one

& tido classifier

FAE  sixin personal message (PM)
#B dou (used for emphasis) even
= méiydu to not have

43

Zhé zénme kénéng ne?
XEAFTRENE?

How was that possible?

mandarincorner.org



http://www.mandarincorner.org

44

Stories In Slow Chinese - Evidence

zhe this

zénme how?

kénéng possible

ne (used at the end of a rhetorical question)

Kénding shi dou béi ta gingkong le.

1o =5

B AEE

#HAD

==
BE

He must have deleted them all.

BE

el

0t
H}

£

%.....

kénding to be sure

shi is

dou all

bei by

ta him

gingkong to clear

le (completed action marker)

shouji gé zhéngju z&nme jil zhéme nan ne?

REMERE ATIX 4 3 0E?

Why was it so hard to find evidence?!

ai (a sigh of sadness or regret)
shouji to collect

ge classifier

zheéngju evidence

zénme why?

jiu just (emphasis)

mandarincorner.org
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XA zhéme this much

pi:3 nan difficult

Iz ne (used at the end of a rhetorical question)
46

Rénwu youyici shibai le.
ESX—IRKMNT .

| had failed once again.

15 rénwu mission

X—R youyici once again

KK shibai to fail

e le (completed action marker)
47

W6 yazhi zhe neixin de fennu hé béishang,
BEHERORIGREEAE S,

Suppressing my anger and sadness,

E24 wo I

[£® yazhi to suppress

e zhe (indicating a continued action)
ALy néixin innermost being

iy de (after an attribute)

1%5% féenna angry

il hé and

{5 beishang Sorrow

48

ba shouji fanghui yuanchu,
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EFNMEIRL,
| put the phone back down

T
FA
e

ba (used to bring object in front of verb)
shoujT cell phone
fanghui to put back

[R4t  yuanchu original spot

49

jixu zhuangzud shénme shir dou méiyou.

BREREHT LB ILERE,

and continued to pretend nothing had happened.

fF
(A
Z)L
#B

50

jixu

to continue

zhuangzudé  to pretend

shénme any

shir thing

dou (not) at all
méiyou to not have

Yigéyué hou, baobao shunli chishéng le,

— 1M RRE, EXIRFLEET,

A month later, our baby was born,

IR
A

yigéyué one month
hou after
baobao baby
shunli smoothly
chishéng to be born

mandarincorner.org
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T le (completed action marker)

51

késhi wd qué gaoxing bu qilai.
AR HAESHAEE,

but | wasn't happy.

A& késhi but

E24 wo I

il qué yet

=% gaoxing happy

25 bu not

&g&3X qilai (indicating an upward movement)
52

W4 tang zai bingchuang shang,
B TEmIR L,

| was lying on the hospital bed

E34 wo I

Elc) tang to lie down
= zai (to be) in
AR bingchuang hospital bed
r shang on top

53

zai wei baobao hé ziji de weéilai danydu,
FEREENECRIARKEM;],

worrying about my future and my baby's future

mandarincorner.org
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= zai (indicating an action in progress)
A Wei for

e b&obao baby

Gl hé and

BE ziji one's own

iy de of

RFE weilai future

E1=RV3 danyou to worry

54

bing sikao ruhé shouji zhéngju.
BEMNEEIE.

while thinking about how to collect evidence.

et bing and

BZ sTk&o to ponder over
anqa rahé how

eSS shouiji to collect

EE zhéngju evidence

55

Haran, ta de shdujt chixian zai wd yangian.
R, faFA I IRARA,
Suddenly, | noticed his phone.

2R haran suddenly
Ay ta de his

Fil shoujt cell phone
H chaxian to appear

mandarincorner.org
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= zai (to be) in

E24 wo my

AR yangian before one's eyes
56

Ta dagai shi yinwei dang le baba tai xingfén,
AR NS TEELR NS,

He was probablly excited about becoming a dad

ft ta he

A dagai probably

= shi is

ESpS] yTnwei because

= dang to be

7 le (completed action marker)
B8 baba (informal) father

X tai too (much)

HE xTngfén excited

57

lian shouji dou méi na jiu paoqu kan haizi le.
EFNHLERBERTEZTT .

and forgot to take the phone when he went to see the baby.

= lian (used with t, #B etc) even
Fil shoujt cell phone

#h dou (used for emphasis) even
= mei not

=2 na to take

mandarincorner.org
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M jiu as soon as

HwE p&oqu to run to

= kan to see

% haizi child

g le (completed action marker)
58

Xianzai shoujt jiu zai wd de zhéntou bian shang.
MAEFAMERKBIMLD L,

Now his phone was lying besides my pillow.

W xianzai now

Fl shoujT cell phone
M jiu precisely
= zai (located) at
E34- wode my

Mk zhéntou pillow

V| bian side

s shang on top

59

W6 like zuo gilai,
HILZIMHEE,

| sat up immediately

£S5 wo I

% like immediate
Ak SR zuo qilai to sit up
60
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zaiyici chakan ta de shoujr,

BXREEEIF,

and once again checked his phone

H—IR zaiyici again
B5F chakan to check
fthAY tade his

Fl shoujt cell phone
61

gitu zhdodao wd xiangyao de zhéngiju.
TEEKEIHRBEIHE,

to attempt to find the evidence | sought.

i qitd to attempt

wE zh&odao to find

E34 wo I

BE xiangyao to want to

19 de (after an attribute)
JEHE zhéngju evidence

62

Zheé yici, wdé zhongyu zhaodao le.
X—IR, BRETHAT,
This time, | finally found it.

X—R zhéyTci this time
E24 wo I

=T zhongyu finally
wE zhaodao to find

mandarincorner.org

26


http://www.mandarincorner.org

Stories In Slow Chinese - Evidence

T le (completed action marker)

63
Danshi, zhé bing bushi wo xiang zhdo de
BE, XHTEHEH

However, it was not the evidence | was looking for

BE danshi but

X zhé this

# bing (not) at all

=2 bushi is not

E34 wo I

i) xiang to want to

® zhao to look for

9 de (after an attribute)
64

yonglai shénqging lihdn de chlgui zhéngju,
PR BB R IERI N IR,

to file a divorce due to adultery.

FAsk yonglai to be used for

FAi5 shénging to apply for sth

BiE lihdn to divorce

19 de (afer an attribute)

H chagui to have an extramarital affair
JEHE zhéngju evidence

65

érshi yT wei ylyuan hugong géi ta fa de Weixin.
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mE— &R Tafth/2rRIE.

Instead, it was a WeChat message from a care worker.

Ay
s

66

érshi
yT

wei
yTyuan

hugong

de

Weixin

rather

one

classifier for people (honorific)
hospital

care worker

to

he

to send out

(after an attribute)

WeChat (WeChat message)

Yuanlai, wd mama zhé duan shijian zhuyuan le,
[R5k, HBEXEREERT,

It turned out that my mom had been in the hospital these days,

EES
B
LELE

X

A 8]
£Bz

67

yuanlai
wo
mama
zhé
duan
shijian
zhuyuan

le

as it turns out

my

mother

this

classifier for periods of time
time

to be hospitalized

(indicating a change of state)

mandarincorner.org
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wo ldaogong méitian dod hui qu yiyuan zhaokan ta.
BEANBRMBEEERRBEL,

and my husband had been taking care of her.

£S5 wo my

EZUN l&ogong (coll.) husband
B8X maéitian every day

#R dou all

= hui will

= qu to go to (a place)
EPfx yTyuan hospital

RE zhaokan to look after

it ta she

68

Hugong géi ta fa xinx1 shi huibao qgingkuang,
PIethREERSTRER,

The care worker was just sending a mesage to give him an update

LT hugdng care worker

g7 geéi to

ft ta him

AIER fa xinxT to send message
= shi is

SOk huibao to report

&) gingkuang  situation

69

hai shud wé mama mingtian jiu kéyi chayuan le.
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IR BB BRAR MR AT AR T .

and let him know that my mom would leave the hospital tomorrow.

B’ hai also

W shud to say

E5 wo my

LEYE mama mother

PN mingtian tomorrow

M jiu as soon as

A X kéyi can

i F5 chdyuan to be discharged from hospital
7 le (indicating a new situation)

70

Kan wan, wo haishi ba shoujt fanghui yuanchu,
R, BRERIEFNRERL,
After reading it, | put the phone back

= kan to see

5T wan to finish

E24 wo I

Py~ haishi still

£ b& (used to bring object in front of verb)
F shoujt cell phone

m[al fanghui to put back

R4k yuanchu original spot

71

jiazhuang shénmeshi dou méi fasheng.

mandarincorner.org
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BETLASHIRRE,

and pretended nothing had happened.

([SES jiazhuang
ta shénme
= shi

#h dou

= méi

2% fashéng
72

Guo le ythuir,

TT7—=)L,

After a while,

0l guod
e le
—=)L yThuir
73

ta bao zhe baobao huilai,

filinE = EEK,

to pretend
any

thing

(not) at all
not

to happen

to pass (time)
(completed action marker)

a while

he was back with our baby in his arms,

fib ta

i3 bao

& zhe
X b&obéo
EES huilai

he

to hold

(indicating a continuing action)
baby

to come back
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74
zuo dao wod shénbian, shuo:
WRFEID, 5

and sat next to me saying,

4 zud

3 dao

E24 wo

5 shénbian
W shuo

75

"lai, kankan women ké'ai de baobao......

ok, BERINAIZENEE....

to sit

to (a place)
my

at one's side

to say

"Come take a look at our lovely baby."

* ET

== kankan
A women
AE ké'ai

i) de

e baobao
76

to come

to take a look at
our

cute

(after an attribute)

baby

W6 kan le kan baobao, you kan le kan ta.

BETEEE, XA TEM.

| looked at our baby and then at him.

B wo
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&ET7& kan le kan to look at something in a quick
motion (v+ [+ v: indicating a quick action)

£ b&obao baby
X you also
fth ta he
77

Dang wo kandao ta manlian de xingfu,
HEE R R ELR,

When | saw the happiness on his face,

= dang when
wo I
&3 kandao to see
ft ta he
i) manlian across one's whole face
9 de (after an attribute)
=R xingfu happiness
78

wo zaiyé kongzhi buzhu wo de kuailé hé gandong,
BB BEHIMERAIRFARELD,

| felt moved and couldn't contain my happiness.

E34 wo I

Bt zaiyé (not) any more

AL kongzhi control

~ME buzhu unable to (resist, conceal etc)
Ay wode my

RER kuailé happy
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Gl hé and
AT géndong to touch (sb emotionally)
79

yT ba bao zhu le ta hé baobao,
—ERETHNEE,

| put my arms around him and our baby

—iB yTb& one's arms / hands

HwiE baozhu to hold on to

T le (completed action marker)
ftd ta he

il hé and

EE b&obio baby

80

yibian xido, yTbian yanléi hualala de lid......
—IB5K, —HEREMEMIMIthTR. ...

smiling with tears streaming down my face.

—3if...—B8... yibian... yibian... doing two things at the same time

% xiao to smile

ARSH yanléi tears

T [ hualala (an exaggerated way to indicate pouring of tears)
ith de -ly

i lic to flow
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