Survival Chinese - Guide To Chinese Measure Words

mandarincorner.orq

Scan to Follow Us on Wechat

Note: If you copy and paste from this PDF, you will get problems with the

fonts. To solve this, go to mandarincorner.org > video > click on thumbnail

of video you need > larger thumbnail > look for the tabs below the large

thumbnail > video transcript > copy and paste from here.

1. a) Measure Words For People
1) /1 / gé: for people in general: kids
2) {iI / weéi: honorific measure word for people (showing respect): teachers

3) & / ming: for people, especially when indicating a person's profession, often
used in news reports or in writing. (more formal)

1.1A
bangongshi Ii you san gé rén.
PABEBHE=TA,

There are three people in the office.
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1.2A

ta you ji gé haizi?
a1 ZF?

How many children does she have?

1.3A
na wei xiansheng shi wo de kehu.
AN ERTENER,

That gentleman is my client.

1.4A
zheé wéi laorén hén yduyisi.
XMUEARERE,

This old man is very interesting.

1.5A

jubaodao, you san ming nanzi shou le zhdngshang.
e, B=83F2TEH.

According to the news report, three men were badly injured.

Note: This is a news report.

1.6A
wO bu rénshi na gé nanrén.
EAINRBBT 5

| don't know that man.
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1.7A

ta fugin shi wéi ydbuming de zugjia.
R FERMUBBIER,
His father is a famous writer.

Note: showing respect

1.8A
wo shi yT ming zudjia.
BE—RAER.

| am a writer.

1.9A

ta shi y1 ming sijr.
2 —& s,
She is a driver.

Note: indicating a person's profession.

1.10A
zhé ge siji hén méi limao.
XA R ILER

This driver is very rude.

1.11A

dajia dou hén xihuan zhé wéi laoshr.
ARREPREVXALEN,

Everybody likes this teacher. (formal and showing respect)
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1.12A

ni xthuan zhé gé laoshi ma?
RERIXTEIMIL?
Do you like this teacher?

Note: informal situation

B. Measure Words For a Group (Two or Above) of People
1) #% / qun: a group of (people)
2) {k / huo: a group of (with negative connotation)

3) Xt / dui: people in pairs: couples, twins, etc.

1.1B

zhé dui qingld zai gongyuan i yuéhui.
X BERELAEEAR,

This couple is dating in the park.
Note: unmarried couple.

(515 is a common term for unmarried couples)

1.2B

zhé dui faqr jingchang chaojia.
X KREBLEFEWIR,

This couple often quarrels.

Note: married couple
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1.3B

ta shéng le y1 dui shuangbaotai.
A T —IIXRARAA,

She gave birth to twins.

1.4B
yT qun haizi zai wan youxi.
— R FEIUREXK

A group of kids are playing games.

1.5B
zhé hud rén bei jingcha daibu le.
XIKAFEZIRET

This group of people were arrested by the police.

2. Measure Words For Animals

1) 2 / zh1: for animals in general (often small animals): dogs, birds, sheep, etc.

2) %% / tido: for animals whose shapes are long and narrow: fish, snakes, dogs
(bigger), etc.

3) 3k / tou: for livestock: pigs, cows, etc.

4) L / pi: for horses, mules, or donkeys.

2.1

zhé liang zhT xidogou tai ké'ai le!
XA KAET !

These two little dogs are so cute!
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2.2

ta yang le san tiao gou.
I T =55,

She has three dogs. (big dogs)

2.3
shu shang you y1 zhT xidoniao.
WEF—RINE,

There is a bird in the tree.

2.4
ta yang le sanshi téu niu.
fihss T =13k,

He has thirty cows.

25
zhé zht yang zai chi cao.
XRFAERE,

This sheep is eating grass.

2.6
wo faxian le y1tido shé.
BRI T —5KIE,

| found a snake.
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2.7

zhé pi ma pao de hén kuai.
XL SRR,

This horse runs very fast.

2.8
ni cai zhe téu zha yéu dud zhong?
RIEXAEEZE?

Guess how much this pig weights?

2.9
wo diao dao le yT1 tigo da yu.
BHHET —FKE,

| caught a big fish.

3. Measure Words For Plants

1) 1R / ké: for plants (with roots): trees

2) 7= / dud: for flowers (without branches and leaves)
3) %R / shu: for flowers (in a bundle or a bunch)

4) ¥ / zh: for flowers with stems intact

5) | / pian: for flat objects: leaves, petals, etc

6) 18 / gén: for long slender objects: tree branches
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3.1

ta tbushang dai le y1 dud hua.
gk FE T —RAT,

She is wearing a flower in her hair.

3.2
jintian ta shoudao le y1 shu hua.
SRUMKE T —RIE.,

Today she received a bundle of flowers.

3.3

ta de weihanfa songgéi le ta y1 zht méiguihua.
HRIRIERIALE T it — R EBURIT

Her fiancé gave her a single rose.

note: with a stem

3.4
zhé dud hua ybu ba pian huaban.
T /\ Rk,

This flower has eight petals.

3.5
w0 xiang gén na ké shu pai zhang zhao.
BARERAB IR TSR R,

I'd like to take a photo with that tree.
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3.6

zhéli yigdng ydu dudshao ké shu?
XE—HBZ/DRN?

How many total trees are there here?

3.7
y1 pian yezi diao zai le dishang.
—hRFiEETHE,

A leaf fell on the ground.

3.8
zhé gén shuzhi shang you liang zht xiaoniao.
XARMIRE AR RN,

There are two birds on this tree branch.

4. Measure Words For Body Parts

1) /1 / gé: for general body parts: noses

2) R / zht: for a single unit of a body part that comes in pairs: eyes, ears, hands,
legs, etc.

3) % / ke: for parts that are usually small and roundish: hearts, teeth, etc.
4) 18 / gén: for long and thin body parts: fingers
5) % / tido: for long, narrow and flexible body parts: tails

6) XX / shuang: for parts that come in pairs: eyes, hands, legs, etc.
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4.1
ta you yT zhi érduo shi long de.
e —REREEN.

She has one ear that is deaf.

4.2
ta you yT gé da bizi.
fthE—1TKREF,

He has a big nose.

4.3

ta you y1 shuang da yanjing.
it —XNARHRAS

She has a pair of big eyes.

4.4
ta you y1 zhi yanjing shili hén cha.
e — RREBMNRE.

She has one eye that has poor vision.

4.5
zhé tiao gou you y1 tiao hén chang de weiba.
XEHE—FRKNEE,

This dog has a very long tail.
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4.6
ta zhang le y1 ké zhuya.
A T — S,

She developed a cavity.

4.7
ta zai y1 ci chéhuo zhong shiqu le yT tiao tui.
E—IRERPRET —FME,

He lost a leg in a car accident.

4.8
ta you yT ké shanliang de xin.
ihAE—MERNO.,

She has a kind heart.

4.9
ta you shi gén shouzhi.
fin g +iRF4E.

He has ten fingers.

4.10
ta de liang zht jiao dou shou le shang.
fth RO RS2 T 5.

Both his feet are injured.
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5. Measure Words For Vegetables And Fruits

1) 1> / gé: general usage: apples, watermelons, etc.

2) 18 / gén: for long and thin objects: bananas, cucumbers, etc.
3) $i / ke: for small and roundish objects: grapes, cabbages, etc.

4) & / chuan: for objects that exist in bunches, clusters or strings: grapes

5.1
ta méitian dou cht y1 gén xiangjiao.
mEREAI—REE,

She eats a banana everyday.

5.2
w0 mai le yT chuan putao.
BT —REE,

| bought a bunch of grapes.

5.3
zhé ké putao hén suan.
XEEARE.

This grape is very sour.

54
ni mai le ji gé ningméng?
RET JLTMHTIE?

How many lemons did you buy?
mandarincorner.org
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5.5
yT tidn yT gé pingguo, yishéng yuanli wo.
—RX—TER, EEZERK.

An apple a day keeps the doctor away.

5.6
wo yao yT ge xigua.
BE 1AM,

| want a watermelon.

5.7
meiyT pian xigua dou hén tian.
B— R MR,

Every slice of the watermelon is sweet.

5.8
zhé ge xilanhua you dud zhong?
RETA=EZE?

How much does this broccoli weight?

5.9
ba zhé gén huanggua giechéng pian.
IEXAREMYIR A

Cut this cucumber into slices.
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5.10

zhe ké baicai hén xinxian.
XPE S REE,

This cabbage is very fresh.

5.1
wo xiang ba zhé liang geé tidou zud chéng tudouni.
BRIEXA TN LT EMRLEEIR.

| want to use these two potatoes to make mashed potatoes.

6. Measure Words For Food And Drinks

1) 3R / kuai: for pieces of food: meat, beef, cakes, etc.

2) | / pian: for flat food items: bread

3) 1~ / gé: for general food items: eggs, bread, cakes, etc.

4) 18 / dao: for cooked dishes

5) ¥ / béi: a glass or cup of (water, coffee, etc.)

6) #& / guan: a can of (coke, beer, etc.)

7) #E / ping: a bottle of (water, coke, beer, etc.)

8) 1 / fén: for a full or a portion of a meal: breakfast, lunch, one fried egg, etc.

9) 11 / dun: for the number of times of a set meal

6.1

wO mai le san kuai niurou.
BXT=RFA,

| bought three pieces of beef.
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6.2
zheé dao cai kanqilai hén haochr.
XEREERRIFZ,

This dish looks very delicious.

6.3
wo jian le liang gé jidan.
BRIT R MISE,

| fried two eggs.

6.4
ta baba géi ta mai le y1 ge shéngri dangao.
hEELRML T — TN EHER,

His father bought a birthday cake for him.

6.5
zhé kuai dangao zhén haocht!
XIREREEIFIZ!

This piece of cake is so tasty!

6.6
wo € le, xiang cht yT pian mianbao.
BT, Blz—RES.

| am hungry and | want to have a slice of bread.
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6.7

zhé gé mianbao tai da le, wd ch1 bu wan.
XTHEBEXKT, EizA5.

This loaf of bread is too big and | can't finish it.

6.8
wo kao le yixié binggan, ni yao buyao chang yT1 kuai?
BT —EHT, REAEZ—R?

| baked some cookies. Would you like to try one?

6.9
ni néng géi wo y1 béi shui ma?
{REELAE—MIKIE?

Can you give me a glass of water?

6.10
tamen dian le san guan kélé hé wu ping pijiu.
il 1= T =R R AL ARIERE,

They ordered three cans of coke and five bottles of beer.

6.11
wo jintian de zaocan shi y1 béi kaféei hé y1 kuai binggan.
(S RN BEZ—MINHER—R T,

My breakfast today is a cup of coffee and a cookie.

mandarincorner.org



http://www.mandarincorner.org

Survival Chinese - Guide To Chinese Measure Words
6.12

wO mai le liang fén zaocan, yT fen shi géi ni de.
BETHHER, —p2HLRM,

| bought two breakfasts. One is for you.

6.13
wo yT1 tian chi san dun fan.
B—RIZ=1iR.

| eat three meals a day.

7. Measure Words For Clothes And Accessories
1) 1% / jian: for upper body clothing: shirts, coats, etc.

2) %% / tido: for long, narrow and flexible items: pants, dresses, scarfs, necklaces,
etc.

3) 2 / zht: for a single unit of items that come in pairs: shoes, earrings, etc.
4) 3 [ shuang: for items that come in pairs: shoes, socks, etc.
5) Xt / dui: for items that are used in pairs but not necessarily the same: earrings

6) &ll / fu: for items that are used in pairs and for sets of things: gloves, glasses,
earrings

Note: both &l / fu and X3 / dui can be used with earrings
7) it / ding: for hats
8) 1R / kuai: for watches

9) ¥ / méi: for small-piece things: rings
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7.1
ni juéde zhé jian chénshan zénmeyang?
RIF XA B ARE?

What do you think about this shirt?

7.2
zhé tido kuzi tai da le.
RFEEFARKT .

This pair of pants is too big.

7.3
ta xiang mai yT tiao baisé de qunzi.
yﬂ!lu\ TR E@Eﬁ%ﬁ%

She wants to buy a white dress.

7.4
na y1 shuang xié géng haokan?
B—XNEEE I H?

Which pair of shoes looks better?

7.5
wo bu zhidao ling y1 zh1 xié qu nar le.
BAMES—REERMILT

| don't know what happened to the other shoe.
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7.6

ta zudtian mai le y1 ding maozi.
SRR L T — I+

She bought a hat yesterday.

7.7
ta wéi le yT tidao weijin.
yhEE T —Em.

She wore a scarf.

7.8
ta chuan zhe y1 jian fénhdngsé de waitao.
FE—MAErINE,

She is wearing a pink coat.

7.9
ta geéi ta mai le yi tiao xianglian.
fth£a 4t SC 7 — SR I015E

He bought a necklace for her.

7.10
wo xiang mai y1 shuang xin wazi.
BRI T

| want to buy a new pair of socks.
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7.1

zhé kuai shoubiao hua le wd wu gian kuai gian.
XRFRE T EA TR,

This watch cost me 5000 yuan.

7.12
zhé shi yi méi zuanshi jiézhi.
XE—WEaRIE.

This is a diamond ring.

713
zhé fu yanjing shihé wdé ma?
XEIRRESHE?

Does this pair of glasses look good on me?

7.14
wo yao zhé dui / fu érhuan.
BREX/EIER,

| want this pair of earrings.

8. Measure Words For House Items
1) %% / tido: for long, narrow and flexible items: towels
2) Xt / dui: for items that are used in pairs but not necessarily the same: pillows

3) R / zht: for a single unit of something that comes in pairs: pillows, chopsticks,
etc

4) 12 / ba: for things that have handles: combs, scissors
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5) XX / shuang: for things that come in pairs: chopsticks

6) 5K / zhang: for flat items: beds, tables
7) @ / mian: for flat items: mirrors

8) & / tai: for certain electrical equipments: televisions, refrigerators

8.1
mafan géi wo yT tiao maojin.
RGBT —FEM,

Please give me a towel.

8.2

zhé gé zhéntou hén shafu.

XK IRET AR
This pillow is very comfortable.

Note: for pillows that are not used in pairs, use the measure word "™".

8.3

zhe shi y1 dui zhéntou.
XE—NTL,

This is a pair of pillows.

8.4

zhé shi yT zht zhéntou.
XE—RX,

This is a pillow. (a pillow from the pair)
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8.5
w0 mai le liang ba shizi.
L TR T

| bought two combs.

8.6
ni néng jié wd yT ba jiandao ma?
{REEfEF—IEE J05?

Can you lend me a pair of scissors?

8.7
tamen zhi you yT1 ba san.
1R F—IEE,

They only have one umbrella.

8.8
ni néng zai géi wo y1 shuang kuaizi ma?
REEBLAH —WEFI5?

Can you give me another pair of chopsticks?

8.9
diannao zai na zhang zhudzi shang.
FEANTEBRIKSRE F L,

The computer is on that table.
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8.10
w0 xianzai zui xtayao de shi yT zhang chuang.
BIMERREZNE KK,

What | need the most right now is a bed.

8.11
tamen zai giang shang gua le san mian jingzi.
i IS LT —EEREF.

They hung three mirrors on the wall.

8.12
wo xUyao yT tai xin de dianshi.
BEE—amME,

| need a new television.

8.13
ta hén xiang mai y1 tai bingxiang.
iRAESE—akAE.

She really wants to buy a refrigerator.

9. Measure Words For Vehicles, Planes, And Boats

1) & / liang: for vehicles: taxis, bicycles, trucks, etc.
2) 28 /jia: for planes
3) % / tido: for boats

4) 8 / sou: for boats or ships (usually big boats)
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9.1
zhé liang huoché chaozai le.
X EBE T .

This truck is overloaded.

9.2
ni néng bang wa jiao yT liang chaztiché ma?
{REEFS T — 4 E AR ZE= 152

Can you help me call a taxi?

9.3
ta baba géi ta mai le y1 liang zixingché.
MEBLRML T —MBITE,

Her father bought a bicycle for her.

9.4
zudtian ydu y1 jia feiji zhuihui le.
MERBE SRR T

There was an airplane crashed yesterday.

9.5
woOmen xiang za yT tiao chuan.
ﬁﬂ]lLﬂ*ﬂ 7.|‘\

We want to rent a boat.

mandarincorner.org
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9.6

zhée shi y1 sdu huochuan.
XE—RELEA.

This is a cargo ship.

10. Measure Words For Buildings, Rooms, Businesses And Schools

1) 2% / jia: for business establishments: companys, supermarkets, restaurants,
hospitals, factorys, etc.

2) Ffr / sud: for schools

3) [8] / jian: for rooms

4) E / tao: for sets of buildings: apartments that have many rooms
5) # / dong: for buildings

6) BZ / zuo: for mountains, buildings, and similar immovable objects: temples,
bridges, etc.

10.1
zhe jia chaoshi de dongxi hén pianyi.
XREBHIARARER.

This supermarket's products are very cheap.

10.2
zhe jia canting de cai wéidao hén hao.
XEREITHRKERLT,

The dishes in this restaurant are very good.
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10.3
ta zai zhe jia yryuan gongzuo.
X RERR LIE,

He works in this hospital.

10.4
zhé sud xuéxiao zonggong you sanshi jian jiaoshi.
RFFEREHE=THEH=E,

This school has a total of 30 classrooms.

10.5
ta kai le yT jia gdbngchang.
AT —=xRII

He opened a factory.

10.6
ta shi zhé jia gongsr de jingli.
XK NERIZIE,

She is this company's manager.

10.7
zhé tao gongyu ydu ji jian woshi?
XEABH/LEENE?

How many bedrooms in this apartment?
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10.8

ni de gongsT zai na y1 dong dasha [i?
RN EEM— R AREE?

Which building is your company in?

10.9
zheé zuo da giao hén youming.
RXEATRER.

This bridge is very famous.

10.10
wo qu gud zhé zud miao.
BATIXEE,

| have been to this temple.

11. Measure Words For Nature
1) 1% / chang: for events and happenings, natural phenomena: rain, snow, etc.

Note: when used as a measure word for rains or other natural phenomena, it is a
second tone instead of the usual third tone.

2) 1& / dao: for long and narrow objects: rainbows, lightening, etc.
3) B% / zhén: for events or states of short duration: wind

4) & | zud: for mountains, buildings, and similar immovable objects
5) % / tigo: for rivers

6) 7= / dud: for clouds

7) F / pian: for a strech of land, a water surface, etc.: forests, deserts, etc
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1.1
jintian zaoshang xia le y1 chang yu.
SRE LT T/,

It rained this morning.

11.2
jinnian dongtian zhi xia le y1 chang xué.
SELRRATT—HE.

This winter it only snowed once.

11.3
kan! tianshang you y1 dao caihéng!
F! REAE—E®I!

Look! There is a rainbow in the sky!

11.4

y1 zhén féng ba ta toufa chur luan le.

—BEXER LR IREL T

A gust of wind messed up her hair.

11.5
zhé zud shan haiba san gian mi.
XL R =TK,

This mountain's altitude is 3000 kilometers.
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11.6
wd jia fujin you yT tido hé.
HRMEE—%F,

There is a river near my home.

11.7
na dud yun zhang de ydudian xiang y1 zht dongwu.
BRTKEFE RE— R,

That cloud looks a little bit like an animal.

11.8
gianmian you y1 pian sénlin.
BIER — R 7&K,

There is a forest in front of us.

12. Measure Words For Works Of Art

1) & / fa: for paintings

2) 5K / zhang: for flat objects: photos,

3) & / pian: for articles (a completed piece of writing)
4) 1 | gé: for general usage: sentences, words

5) & / shdu: for songs and poems

6) ¥ / féng: for letters

7) Z | bén: for books
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12.1

zhé liang fu hua shi shui hua de?
X FIEE 2 T ER?

Who did these two paintings?

12.2
wo xiaoshihou zhi pai guo y1 zhang zhaopian.
B iR R —KER A,

When | was a child, only one photo was taken of me.

12.3
zhé pian wénzhang xié de féichang hao.
XREXEERIEELT,

This article is very well written.

12.4
ni néng yong zhé gé ci zao y1 geé juzi ma?
REEAX MEE— 1T F18?

Can you make a sentence with this word?

12.5
wO zhi hui chang yT shou gé.
 RARIE—E,

| can only sing one song.
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12.6

wO wei ni xié le y1 shou shi.
BAME T —E

| wrote a poem for you.

12.7
woO juéde zhé pian xinwén baodao kénéng shi jiade.
B 1S X = B IRIE ] BE 2 RRAY

| think that this news report might be fake.

12.8
ta shoudao le y1 feng xin.
R T —HHE,

She just received a letter.

12.9
wo zai wangshang mai le y1 bén sha.
BIEN LT —3H,

| bought a book online.

13. Measure Words For Office Iltems

1) & / tai: for certain electrical equipments: computers, printers
2) X / zht: for slender objects: pens
3) 1~ / gé: for general objects: folders, calculators

4) 5K / zhang: for flat objects: paper
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13.1
wo xdyao yi tai xin de diannao.
BEE—aMAEM,

| need a new computer.

13.2
wo you liang tai diannao, dan liang tai dou huai le.
BEMOEM, EMa#RT.

| have two computers, but both are broken.

13.3
ni néng jieé wd yT1 zht bi ma?
fREEEHR— E5?

Can you lend me a pen?

13.4
wo xUyao yT gé jisuangi.
REE—MEE,

| need a calculator.

13.5
ni yao na y1 gé wénjianjia?
IREM— T HK?

Which folder do you want?
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13.6

zhé tai dayinji zhiliang tai cha le!
EXATERERET!

This printer's quality is very bad!

13.7
mafan zai géi wo y1 zhang zhi.
FRGBLAE KR,

Please give me another piece of paper.

14: Measure Words For Actions
1) /X / ci: to indicate the number of times of an action
2) i / tang: for a round trip

3) ' / xia: to indicate the number of times of an action (in a casual tone) or for
actions that are fast and short.

4) 18 / bian: for actions, once through

141
shanggeyué women kai le lidang ci hui.
EFTRABMNA TR,

Last month we had two meetings.

14.2

wo gén ta cht guo yT ci fan.
BIRANZ T —IR IR

| had a meal with her.
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14.3
wo xiawu déiyao qu yi tang yinhang.
BN FEEE—HIRIT,

| need to make a trip to the bank this afternoon.

14.4
w0 gang hui le yT tang laojia.
FWIE T —#EZ R,

| just took a trip to my hometown.

14.5
wO xdyao xilxi yT xia.
BHREIRE—T,

| need to rest a little bit.

14.6
ni néng guolai yT xia ma?
fREET K— 057

Can you come over here for a minute?

14.7
ni néng zai shud y1 bian ma?
{REEBIR—EIG?

Can you say that again?
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14.8
zhége shipin wo kan le san bian.
XM WIRKET =18,

| watched this video three times.

—— The End ——
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