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Survival Chinese - 42 Essential Sentence Patterns

shi... de
2.8

is used to emphasize information (usually past events)

Note: ;Z/shi is often dropped by native speakers as understood in

positive sentences, but cannot be dropped in a negative sentence.

wd gén wo nlipéngyou shi zai wangshang rénshi de,



IR B ¥k 27 WL MR,

| met my girlfriend online.

7=/shi is often dropped in positive sentences

wd gén wd nUpéngyou (shi) zai wangshang rénshi de,
B RBE AR (B2) £ MWL AR B,

| met my girlfriend online.

7=/shi can't be dropped in a negative sentence

wd gén wd nlpéngyou bushi zai wangshang rénshi de,

HIR B KR A2 £ MWL MR A

| didn't meet my girlfriend online.

sutran ..., danshi...

g4 ..., BE..

although..., but...

Note: In English, the "but" is usually dropped, but in Chinese, it is

never dropped.

sutran wo hén gao, danshi wod buhui da langiu,
SRBR &, EZE FEAEITEIK
Although | am very tall, | can't play basketball.



suiran wo hén e, danshi wo buxiang chi dongxi,
2R BRE, EE HAE Iz R,

Although | am very hungry, | don't want to eat.

raguo..., jid...
MmE..., ...
If..., then...

rugud mingtian bu xiayt, wodmen jiu qu pashan,
Nk BAXR A TR, A1 # = MeL,

If tomorrow doesn't rain, we will go hike a mountain.

ragud ni bu quéding, jiu cha yixia zidian,
ARARA WE, ¥ B —F FH,

If you are not sure, check a dictionary.

yT ... jid...
— .. ..

as soon as



woO yT1 tangxia jiu shuizhao le,
B— ST~ AOEE T,

As soon as | lied down, | fell asleep.

woO yT gaosu ta, tajiu shéngqile,
B — SR w £ T,

As soon as | told her, she became angry.

gén... ylyang ...
BR.. —8 .

be the same as

ni gén wo xiang de yTyang,
RIEF B M —4%,

Your thinking is the same as mine.

zhéli de tiangi gén wo laojia de bu yiyang,
XE RN RS IR HERN A 1%,

The weather here is not the same as in my hometown.

When using an adjective or a verb, place it after “—#¥/ yiyang”.

wO gén ni yiyang pa léng,



B IR R —1F 18R,

| hate the cold as much as you do.

(Place A) + li + (Place B) ... yuan/ jin
(Place A) + & + (Place B) ... i&/it

is used to express whether place A is far or near from place B.

wo jia Ii ditiézhan hén yuan,
B RE HhEkn R T,

My home is far away from the subway.

wo de xuéxiao li chaoshi hén jin,
HA FR B B8R A,

My school is very close to the supermarket.

(Place A) + li + (Place B) ( you) dud yuan?

(Place A) + & + (Place B) (B) % im?

How far away is Place A from Place B?

Note: & is sometimes dropped.



zhéli Ii zuijin de diti€zhan you dud yuan?
XEE ;i 1t B % e

How far away is the nearest subway from here?

Alydu is sometimes dropped.
ni jia li chaoshi (you) duo yuan?
KRB #8h (A)Z xa?

How far away is your home from the supermarket?

yinwei..., sudyi...

E»A...,  FrbA..

because..., therefore...

yinwei zudwan méi shui hao, suoyi xianzai youdian kun,
Ev HEEE % BE 4F, FAA ME AR H.

| feel a little sleepy, because | didn't sleep well last night.

yinwei lushang diché, sudyi wo chidao le,

Rr BE H#EF, MMEHE RET,

| am late because | ran into heavy traffic.



lian... dou...

E... #B...

is used to express "even"

wo tai mang le, lian chifan de shijian dou méiyou,
BXIC 7T, & 2RO NE # 28,

| am so busy that | don't even have time to eat.

ta lian daxué dou méi shang guo,
fit & K¥ # & Lt o,

He didn't even study at a university.

bushi..., jiushi...
RE..., ®ZE..

if it's not...., then it's ...

zhéli de tianqi bushi tai leng, jiushi tai re,
XE RS ~NE KR, #E XK,

The weather here is either too cold or too hot.

ta bushi zai bangongshi, jiushi zai shitang,



fit A2 & DAE, M2 E BRE

If he's not in the office, then he is in the cafeteria.

budan... érqié...
~E... mA..

not only... but also...

zhége difang budan hén léng, érgié hén chaosht

X E MER R, MER FHE,

This place is not only cold, but also humid.

ta budan hui jiang yingwén, érqié hui jiang fayu,
fit ME = W ®RX, ME =W A&

He can not only speak English, but can also speak French.

yibian... yibian...
—iA... —if..

is used to express doing two actions simultaneously.

wo xihuan y1bian chifan, yibian kan dianshi,

B EW —L 2R, —8 & B



| like to eat while watching TV.

yTbian zoulu yibian kan shoujt shi hén wéixian de,
—EE —UE FHI BR BK A

It's very dangerous to look at the phone while walking.

cong ... qi

M. i

starting from (a certain time)

cong xianzai qi, wd yao nuli gongzuo,
M M E, T B BN IF,

From now on, | am going to work harder.

cong mingtian gi, wa jiu buyong shangban le,
M BAX &, W AR LI 7.

From tomorrow on, | won't need to work.

7.

zhiydu... cai...

RE.. 7.

only if...then...



zhiyou ndli xuéxi, cai néng kaoshang daxué,
REBHEIY, T8 ZL KZF,

Only if you study hard, will you be able to get into a university.

zhiyou ztinzhong biéren, biéren cai hui ztinzhong ni,

"B BE A, INT = BEE IR

Only if you respect other people, will other people respect you.

yoOu... you
Y. X
both... and...

wO xianzai you léi you &,
® ME X E X,

| am tired and hungry now.

ni zud de cai you haokan you haochrt,
MM XX &8 X iz,

The dish you cooked looks and tastes great.



jiran... jiu/ yé/ na...
BEAA... Wi/AR/3AR...

since... then...

jiran ni bunéng lai, na weishénme bu zao shud?
BERAIR NBE K,  Afta B e

Since you couldn't come, why didn't you tell me earlier?

jiran shéngbing le, jiu bié qu shangban le,
BER Em T, maAlEs LM T,

Since you're sick, then don't go to work.

A bi B + adjective
A tt B + adjective

AcomparetoB is ...

nanfang bi béifang nuanhuo,

7 b dEm BEA

The south is warmer than the north.

woO meimei bi wo gao,



B Rk B S,

My younger sister is taller than me.

xian..., zai...
..., B..
first..., then...

wo xian kdoll xia, zai huifu ni,
H& ZERT, BEE R

Let me think about it first, then | will answer you.

wo xiang xian xi gé zao, zai qu chifan,
8 Kk ®R B EIZR,

I'd like to take a shower first, then go to eat.

wulun/ buguan... dou/ yé...

TIBIANE... #B...

no matter... , (result)...

Note: Fcit is more formal than 1~ &.



buguan mingtian tiangi rahé, wdmen dou yao qu pashan,
g BBXR RS W, ] & F X ME.

No matter how the weather is tomorrow, we will go hiking.

wulun ruhé, wo yeé buhui fangqi zhe ci jihui,
7 WfE, &t AR BFE X IXRIE,

No matter what, | won't give up this opportunity.

chén ...(opportunity)

¥ ...(opportunity)
take the opportunity ...

chen hudché hai méi lai, wo xian qu shang ge césud,
2 KE R&REK, HEE L£ 7T WA
Since the train hasn't come yet, | will take the opportunity to go to the

restroom.

chen xianzai taiyang hai méi xiashan, women qu hébian sansanbu
ba,
EIERERE T, BAETDEESIE,

While the sun is still up, let's go take a walk along the river.



kuai (yao) ... le

®(8) .. 7

something is about to happen...

Note: £ is usually added before the verb.

wo shouji kuai méidian le,

B F IR ORE T,

My phone's battery is dying.

haoxiang kuaiyao xiayu le,

FR RE TR T,

It seems that it's going to rain.

chule... yiwai/ zhiwai, ... dou...

BRT ..M Z5h, . AB...

except for ... , all...

Note: LAZM and Z %} are interchangeable.

chule ni zhiwai, wd shéi dou bu xiangxin,



BRT IR 2598, i # &~ 1815,

| don't believe anybody except for you.

chule Eileen yiwai, dajia dou zai zher,
fRT Eileen DASh, RZR# £ X)L,

Everybody is here except for Eileen.

chule... yiwai/ zhiwai, ... hai/ yé...

BRT...LASNZ5b, R

besides...

chule yingyu yiwai, ni hai hui jiang shénme yuyan?
b7 ®=iE DN, IR & i T4 1557

Beside English, what other languages can you speak?

chule yingyu zhiwai, wo yé hui shud zhongwén hé fayu,
BT 3E 29, Bths i X FIKE

Besides English, | can also speak Chinese and French.

A méiybdu B + adjective name / zhéme...
A%H B + adjective ABANLX A

Aisnotas...as B...



jintian de tianqi meiyou zudtian de name hao,
SR WRSR 2B KEX 0 B4 7.

Today's weather is not as good as yesterday's.

zhé tai diannao meiyou na tai diannao name gui,
X & B %F IBae Bl s A,

This computer is not as expensive as that one.

yuqi... bura...

5H.. A40...

rather than..., it's better...

yuqi méitian baoyuan, buru xiang banfa gaibian,
S5HE&8X 8, AU 8 MNE 8E
Rather than complaining everyday, it's better to come up with a way

to make a change.

yuqi méitian cht kuaican, buru zai jia ziji zuofan
S5EB8X Iz RE, T EZRKEHCHIR.

Rather than eating fastfood everyday, it's better to cook at home.



jishi..., y&...

BlME..., ...

even if..., still...

jishi zai mang yé yao xiuxi,
BME /B I t ERE,

Even if you're busy, you still need to rest.

jishi shi mianfei de, wo yé buyao,
BfE B % MY, B b 1AE,

Even if it's free, | still don't want it.

yuélaiyué... (adjective)
L. (adjective)

getting more and more... (adjective)

xianzai tianqi yuelaiyue léng le,
WE XS ekl 27,

The weather is getting colder and colder.

wo de shili xianzai yuélaiyue cha le,



B MO WE Bk £ 7,

My eyesight is getting worse and worse.

bujin... hai...
MR.E...

not only... but also...

ta de zhangfu bujin dubo hai xuijiti,
o B9 SCR M TETE IE BNGE.

Her husband not only gambles, but also drinks.

chouyan bujin langféi gian, hai dui ni de jiankang ybduhai,

mmE MY ORE %, EXW IR BR BE,

Smoking is not only a waste of money, but also it's harmful to your
health.

ji+A.., y&8+B..

Bt +A .., +B..
both + A... and + B...

Note: A and B can be adjectives, verbs, or short phrases. but, Aand B

usually are using the same form.



zhége danci ji shi dongci, ye shi xingrongci,
X BiE B onE, thE BaEiE.

This word is both a verb and an adjective.

w0 ji xihuan cht zhirou, yé xihuan cht jTrou,

BB EXR 2N, tBEX Iz BA,

| like to eat both, pork and chicken.

verb +le, jiu...

verb+ 7, Hhi...

complete one action, then start another

wo dao le jiu géi ni dadianhua,
B3 T 7 4e R FTERIE,

| will call you when | arrive.

wo Xi le zao jiu qu shuijiao le,
Box7T R EERT,

| took a shower, then | went to sleep.



shéi..., shéijiu...
..., ...

whoever...

mingtian shéi gichuang zao, shéi jiu mai zaocan,
AR # &K 8, ##M X BE,

Whoever gets up early, buys the breakfast.

shéi shd le, shéi jiu maidan,
T, ER LE,

Whoever loses, pays the bill.

shénme..., jiu... shénme

ta..., #.. 44

whatever...

ni dian shenme, wo jiu chi shénme,
=R 2, Rz 2%,

| will eat whatever you order.



shénme pianyi, wo jiu mai shenme,
T2 @H, X 24,

| will buy whatever it's cheap.

nar..., jiu... nar
WABJL..., ®A...080)L

wherever...

nar nuanhuo, women jiu qu nar,
AR)L BEAD,  FAD W& MBJL.

We will go wherever is warm.

ni xiang qu nar, wa jiu dai ni qu nar,
R X WL, & RE WL,

| will take you to wherever you want to go.

shénme shihou, ... jiu... shénme shihou

T AR, ... B... T 4ARTR

whenever...



w0 shénme shihou fa gongzi, jiu shénme shihou jido fangzu,
B ToaldiE & IR, # T2aiE X BiE.

| will pay the rent whenever | get paid.

ni shénme shihou daojia, wo jiu shénme shihou kaishi zuofan,
R r2ailE BIxR, Jl (Talliz e iR,

| will start cooking whenever you get home.

dudshao..., jiu... dudshao
EZN =2

as much as...

JL+measure word..., Ffi... JL+measure word

as many as...

ni xiang chi dudshao, jiu chi dudshao,
R Iz 220, mlz 20,

Eat as much as you want.

ni you jigé, jiu géiwd jige,
MAEILT, MBEELD,

Give me as many as you have.



déng..., zai...

wait until..., then...

déng dajia dou daoqi le, wdmen zai kaishi kaihui,
F AR BF T, B B AR

We will wait until everybody is here, then we will start the meeting.

déng ni xiaban le, wo zai lai jié ni,
SR T T, BB RIEZEIR

| will wait until you finish work, then | will come to pick you up.

chuféi..., (yao) buran...

BRAE..., (B)AA...

unless..., otherwise...

chuféi nimen xian fukuan, yaoburan women bu fahuo,
BRAE AR & AR,  Z247 Bl & R&E,

Unless you pay first, we won't send the product.



chuféi ni géi wo dazhé, yaoburan wo jiu bu mai le,
BRAE IR 45 T 3T3, EEAAR B A X 7,

Unless you give me a discount, | won't buy it.

yaome... yaome...

BN BA..

either... or..

wOmen yaome qu kan dianying, yaome qu guangjié,
Bl 24 XEF BY, ZE24 X i,

We either go see a movie or go shopping.

zhege jiaqi, women yaome qu shanghai, yaome qu béijing,
X REE, &1 224 X b8, Z4 X R

This vacation, we will either go to Shanghai or Beijing.

bushi..., érshi...

It's not..., rather...



wo bushi bu xihuan cht longxia, érshi Iéngxia tai gui le,
B AZE AN BRI wiF, mME RIF X&E T,

It's not that | don't like to eat lobster, it's just that is too expensive.

wo bushi buxiang qu, érshi woé zhénde méiydu shijian,
A2 A K, e BER 88 WAE,

It's not that | don't want to go, it's just that | really don't have the time.

dao... wéizhi
A1
up till...

dao xianzai weizhi, tamen yijing jiehln shi nian le,
2 WE NE, N ER EB+ F 7,

Up till now, they have been married for ten years.

dao mugqgian weizhi, wo haishi bu zhidao natian fashéng
le shénme,

BTN L, BERAIERRLEET 4,
Up till now, | still don't know what happened that day.



yifangmian..., ( ling) yifangmian

—FHE..., (B)—FHH

on the one hand..., on the other hand...

ta yifangmian xiang jieyan, yifangmian you rénbuzhu chouyan,
fit —HE B AR, —HE X BAME #E.

On the one hand, he wants to quit smoking, but on the other hand, he

can't live without smoking!

ta yifangmian xiang jianféi, yifangmian you bu xihuan yundong.,
i —rHE 8 ORE, —FE X A~EX &6,
On the one hand, she wants to lose weight, but on the other hand,

she doesn't like to exercise.

yidan... jiu...
—B. #...
once... then...

huai xiguan yidan yangchéng jiu hén nan gaidiao,
I SR —B  FFE W R O U,
Once a bad habit is established, it's hard to get rid of.



yTdan xuxia nuoyan, jiu buyao fanhui,
—B % 1|8, MAE RIE,

Once you give a promise, you can't go back on your word.

dajia hao! huanying laidao Mandarin Corner, wo shi Eileen,

KRIF! MribseZMandarin Corner, I £Eileen,

Hi everyone! Welcome to Mandarin Corner, | am Eileen.

dang nimen zai gén zhongguo péngyou lidotian shi,

SRR E R IIKET,

When you're talking with your Chinese friends,

huibuhui jingchang yinwei cihui bugou,
SAREEERA LA,

do you often feel that due to your limited vocabulary,

ér wufa biaoda xiangdui fuza de xiangfa ne?
MITIERIZEX B RAVEIENE?

you can't express some complicated thoughts?

duoshu gingkuang xia, zhéxié fuza de xiangfa kéyi tongguo
SEIERT, XEERNEBIETNE

In most cases, these comlicated thoughts can be expressed



yixié changyong de juxing jiégou lai biaoda,
—EERNAEERRIX,

by using some common sentence patterns.

sSuQyi zai zhege shipin zhong ne,

FRAEX T SRRIE,

So in this video,

wo jiu géi dajia dailai le42 gé changydng de zhongweén juxing,
BMAARTR TR ERNFXGR,

| will present 42 essential Chinese sentence patterns,

lai bangzhu nimen tigao biaoda néngli,
REER RS RIAEE

to help you improve your ability to express yourself.

na xiamian women jiu kaishi ba!
AT E AR BT

Now let's get started!

hao, jTntian de shipin jiu dao zhéli,
9%, S RIS E
Alright, that's it for today.



gishi zhéxie juxing bushi hén nan,
HEXEGRAZ R,

Actually, these sentence patterns are not that hard,

dan xdyao yidian shijian lai lianxi,
BEE—SITERES,

but you need to spend some time to practice.

zhiydu tdongguo fanfu lianxi,
REBIRES],
Only by practicing,

cai néng zhénzheng de zhangwo tamen,
ZTRERIEHEE T,

can you then truly master them,

zuizhong dadao tudkou'érchi,
RZRBIBROME,

and eventually become fluent.

hao,ragud ni xihuan zhége shipin ne,

9F, WRIREIRXTRAE,

If you like this video,



na jiu ging géi ta dian ge zan,
AMIBLRERTE,

please give it a "like",

bing yu ni de péngyou men fénxiang,

HERBNBRIIDZ,

and share it with your friends,

huo zai xiamian lidyan gaosu women ni dui zhége shipin de
xiangfa,
S7E FEE S SIFBA IR X T SRAVIREA,

or comment below.

ni yé kéyi zai women de wangzhan mandarincorner.org

(R AT ATEFA A9 M i mandarincorner.org

You can download free PDF and audio files (mp3) of this video

mianféi xiazai zhege shipin de PDF héyin pin wénjian,
BT HIX T SNAIPDF A 555044 .

at mandarincorner.org (go to "Video Learning Resources" page).

ragud ni xihuan woémen pindao de néirdng,

WRIRERFAVBENAZ,

If you like our content,



bing xiang bangzhu women jixu zhizud zheléi shipin,
FAAF BB TR 2RI VR IX AT,

and you'd like to help us continue making these types of videos,

name qing k&oll zai Patreon shang zhichi wémen,

BB AIEZE B EPatreon 2 #HA1,

please consider supporting us on Patreon,

huo shiyongPayPal jinxing yicixing judnzeng,

S {EFPayPali# T — /R I8N,
or make a one-time donation through PayPal.

(links are on mandarincorner.org)

zuihou,qing hai méiydu dingyué de rén dingyué wémen de pindao
&fa, BRERAITRENATFEEAIRSNE

Finally, if you haven't subscribe to our channel, please subscribe!






