
Survival Chinese - 42 Essential Sentence Patterns

1. 

shì... de 

...

is used to emphasize information (usually past events)

Note: /shì is often dropped by native speakers as understood in 

positive sentences, but cannot be dropped in a negative sentence.

Examples:

wǒ gēn wǒ nǚpéngyou shì zài wǎngshàng rènshi de  



                  

I met my girlfriend online.

/shì is often dropped in positive sentences

wǒ gēn wǒ nǚpéngyou (shì) zài wǎngshàng rènshi de

        ( )            

I met my girlfriend online.

/shì  can't be dropped in a negative sentence

wǒ gēn wǒ nǚpéngyou bùshì zài wǎngshàng rènshi de  

                   

I didn't meet my girlfriend online.

2.

suīrán ..., dànshì... 

  ... ,  ...

although..., but...

Note: In English, the "but" is usually dropped, but in Chinese, it is 

never dropped.

Examples:

suīrán wǒ hěn gāo dànshì wǒ bùhuì dǎ lánqiú  

            

Although I am very tall, I can't play basketball.



suīrán wǒ hěn è dànshì wǒ bùxiǎng chī dōngxi  

             

Although I am very hungry, I don't want to eat.

3.

rúguǒ..., jiù... 

...,   ...

If..., then... 

Examples:

rúguǒ míngtiān bù xiàyǔ wǒmen jiù qù páshān  

            

If tomorrow doesn't rain, we will go hike a mountain.

rúguǒ nǐ bù quèdìng jiù chá yīxià zìdiǎn  

         

If you are not sure, check a dictionary.

4.

yī ... jiù... 

 ... ...

as soon as  

Examples:



wǒ yī tǎngxià jiù shuìzháo le

        

As soon as I lied down, I fell asleep.

wǒ yī gàosu tā tā jiù shēngqì le

   ,     

As soon as I told her, she became angry.

5.

gēn... yīyàng ... 

...     ...

be the same as

Examples:

nǐ gēn wǒ xiǎng de yīyàng  

        

Your thinking is the same as mine.

zhèlǐ de tiānqì gēn wǒ lǎojiā de  bù yīyàng  

         

The weather here is not the same as in my hometown.

When using an adjective or a verb, place it after “ / yīyàng”.

wǒ gēn nǐ yīyàng pà lěng  



      

I hate the cold as much as you do.

6.

(Place A) + lí + (Place B) ... yuǎn/ jìn 

(Place A) +  + (Place B) ... /

is used to express whether place A is far or near from place B. 

Examples:

wǒ jiā lí dìtiězhàn hěn yuǎn

      

My home is far away from the subway.

wǒ de xuéxiào lí chāoshì hěn jìn  

          

My school is very close to the supermarket.

7.

(Place A) + lí + (Place B) ( yǒu) duō yuǎn  

(Place A) +  + (Place B) ( )      

How far away is Place A from Place B? 

Note:  is sometimes dropped.

Examples:



zhèlǐ lí zuìjìn de dìtiězhàn yǒu duō yuǎn  

             

How far away is the nearest subway from here?

/yǒu is sometimes dropped.

nǐ jiā lí chāoshì (yǒu) duō yuǎn  

         ( )   

How far away is your home from the supermarket?

8.

yīnwèi...  suǒyǐ... 

...     ...

because..., therefore...

Examples:

yīnwèi zuówǎn méi shuì hǎo suǒyǐ xiànzài yǒudiǎn kùn  

                  

I feel a little sleepy, because I didn't sleep well last night.

yīnwèi lùshang dǔchē suǒyǐ wǒ chídào le  

               

I am late because I ran into heavy traffic.

9.



lián... dōu... 

...   ...

is used to express "even" 

Examples:

wǒ tài máng le lián chīfàn de shíjiān dōu méiyǒu

              

I am so busy that I don't even have time to eat.

tā lián dàxué dōu méi shàng guò  

           

He didn't even study at a university.

10.

bùshì... jiùshì... 

...  ...

if it's not...., then it's ...

Examples:

zhèlǐ de tiānqì bùshì tài lěng jiùshì tài rè

        

The weather here is either too cold or too hot.

tā bùshì zài bàngōngshì jiùshì zài shítáng  



          

If he's not in the office, then he is in the cafeteria.

11.

bùdàn... érqiě... 

...    ...

not only... but also...

Examples:

zhège dìfang bùdàn hěn lěng érqiě hěn cháoshī

              

This place is not only cold, but also humid.

tā bùdàn huì jiǎng yīngwén érqiě huì jiǎng fǎyǔ

              

He can not only speak English, but can also speak French.

12.

yībiān... yībiān... 

...   ...

is used to express doing two actions simultaneously.

Examples:

wǒ xǐhuan yībiān chīfàn yībiān kàn diànshì  

            



I like to eat while watching TV.

yībiān zǒulù yībiān kàn shǒujī shì hěn wēixiǎn de  

              

It's very dangerous to look at the phone while walking.

13.

cóng ... qǐ 

 ...     

starting from (a certain time) 

Examples:

cóng xiànzài qǐ wǒ yào nǔlì gōngzuò  

        

From now on, I am going to work harder.

cóng míngtiān qǐ wǒ jiù bùyòng shàngbān le  

               

From tomorrow on, I won't need to work.

14.

zhǐyǒu... cái... 

...  ...

only if...then...



Examples:

zhǐyǒu nǔlì xuéxí cái néng kǎoshàng dàxué

            

Only if you study hard, will you be able to get into a university.

zhǐyǒu zūnzhòng biéren biéren cái huì zūnzhòng nǐ  

                 

Only if you respect other people, will other people respect you.

15.

yòu... yòu 

...

both... and... 

Examples:

wǒ xiànzài yòu lèi yòu è

       

I am tired and hungry now.

nǐ zuò de cài yòu hǎokàn yòu hǎochī

           

The dish you cooked looks and tastes great.

16.



jìrán... jiù/ yě/ nà... 

... / / ...

since... then...

Examples:

jìrán nǐ bùnéng lái nà wèishénme bù zǎo shuō  

            

Since you couldn't come, why didn't you tell me earlier?

jìrán shēngbìng le jiù bié qù shàngbān le  

            

Since you're sick, then don't go to work.

17.

A bǐ B + adjective 

A  B + adjective

A compare to B is ...

Examples:

nánfāng bǐ běifāng nuǎnhuo  

        

The south is warmer than the north.

wǒ mèimei bǐ wǒ gāo  



     

My younger sister is taller than me.

18.

xiān...  zài... 

...  ...

first..., then...

Examples:

wǒ xiān kǎolǜ xià zài huífù nǐ  

       

Let me think about it first, then I will answer you.

wǒ xiǎng xiān xǐ gè zǎo zài qù chīfàn  

          

I'd like to take a shower first, then go to eat.

19.

wúlùn/ bùguǎn... dōu/ yě... 

/ ...  / ...

no matter... , (result)...

Note:  is more formal than .

Examples:



bùguǎn míngtiān tiānqì rúhé wǒmen dōu yào qù páshān  

                

No matter how the weather is tomorrow, we will go hiking.

wúlùn rúhé wǒ yě bùhuì fàngqì zhè cì jīhuì  

         

No matter what, I won't give up this opportunity.

20.

chèn ...(opportunity) 

 ...(opportunity) 

take the opportunity ... 

Examples:

chèn huǒchē hái méi lái wǒ xiān qù shàng gè cèsuǒ  

                 

Since the train hasn't come yet, I will take the opportunity to go to the 

restroom.

chèn xiànzài tàiyáng hái méi xiàshān wǒmen qù hébiān sànsànbù 

ba

While the sun is still up, let's go take a walk along the river.



21.

kuài (yào) ... le 

...  

something is about to happen...

Note:  is usually added before the verb.

Examples:

wǒ shǒujī kuài méidiàn le  

        

My phone's battery is dying.

hǎoxiàng kuàiyào xiàyǔ le  

         

It seems that it's going to rain.

22.

chúle... yǐwài/ zhīwài, ... dōu... 

... / , ... ...

except for ... , all...

Note:  and  are interchangeable.

Examples:

chúle nǐ zhīwài, wǒ shéi dōu bù xiāngxìn  



          

I don't believe anybody except for you.

chúle Eileen yǐwài dàjiā dōu zài zhèr

 Eileen      

Everybody is here except for Eileen.

23.

chúle... yǐwài/ zhīwài, ... hái/ yě...

... / , ... / ...

besides...

Examples:

chúle yīngyǔ yǐwài nǐ hái huì jiǎng shénme yǔyán  

             

Beside English, what other languages can you speak?

chúle yīngyǔ zhīwài wǒ yě huì shuō zhōngwén hé fǎyǔ

                

Besides English, I can also speak Chinese and French.

24.

A méiyǒu B + adjective nàme / zhème... 

A  B + adjective / ...

A is not as... as B...



Examples:

jīntiān de tiānqì méiyǒu zuótiān de nàme hǎo

            

Today's weather is not as good as yesterday's.

zhè tái diànnǎo méiyǒu nà tái diànnǎo nàme guì

               

This computer is not as expensive as that one.

25.

yǔqí... bùrú... 

... ...

rather than..., it's better...

Examples:

yǔqí měitiān bàoyuàn bùrú xiǎng bànfǎ gǎibiàn  

             

Rather than complaining everyday, it's better to come up with a way 

to make a change.

yǔqí měitiān chī kuàicān bùrú zài jiā zìjǐ zuòfàn

        

Rather than eating fastfood everyday, it's better to cook at home.



26.

jíshǐ..., yě... 

..., ...

even if..., still...

Examples:

jíshǐ zài máng yě yào xiūxi  

      

Even if you're busy, you still need to rest.

jíshǐ shì miǎnfèi de wǒ yě bùyào  

      

Even if it's free, I still don't want it.

27.

yuèláiyuè... (adjective) 

... (adjective)

getting more and more... (adjective)

Examples:

xiànzài tiānqì yuèláiyuè lěng le

        

The weather is getting colder and colder.

wǒ de shìlì xiànzài yuèláiyuè chà le



         

My eyesight is getting worse and worse.

28.

bùjǐn... hái... 

... ...

not only... but also...

Examples:

tā de zhàngfu bùjǐn dǔbó hái xùjiǔ  

       

Her husband not only gambles, but also drinks.

chōuyān bùjǐn làngfèi qián hái duì nǐ de jiànkāng yǒuhài  

               

Smoking is not only a waste of money, but also it's harmful to your 

health.

29.

jì + A ..., yě + B... 

 + A ...,  + B...

both + A... and + B...

Note: A and B can be adjectives, verbs, or short phrases. but, A and B 

usually are using the same form.



Examples:

zhège dāncí jì shì dòngcí yě shì xíngróngcí

         

This word is both a verb and an adjective.

wǒ jì xǐhuan chī zhūròu yě xǐhuan chī jīròu  

          

I like to eat both, pork and chicken.

30.

verb + le  jiù... 

verb +  ...

complete one action, then start another 

Examples:

wǒ dào le jiù gěi nǐ dǎdiànhuà

      

I will call you when I arrive.

wǒ xǐ le zǎo jiù qù shuìjiào le

      

I took a shower, then I went to sleep.



31.

shéi..., shéi jiù... 

..., ...

whoever...

Examples:

míngtiān shéi qǐchuáng zǎo shéi jiù mǎi zǎocān

                

Whoever gets up early, buys the breakfast.

shéi shū le shéi jiù mǎidān  

       

Whoever loses, pays the bill.

32.

shénme..., jiù... shénme 

..., ...  

whatever...

Examples:

nǐ diǎn shénme wǒ jiù chī shénme  

         

I will eat whatever you order.



shénme piányi wǒ jiù mǎi shénme

        

I will buy whatever it's cheap.

33.

nǎr..., jiù... nǎr 

..., ...

wherever...

Examples:

nǎr nuǎnhuo wǒmen jiù qù nǎr  

       

We will go wherever is warm.

nǐ xiǎng qù nǎr  wǒ jiù dài nǐ qù nǎr

       

I will take you to wherever you want to go.

34.

shénme shíhou, ... jiù... shénme shíhou 

, ... ...  

whenever...

Examples:



wǒ shénme shíhou fā gōngzī  jiù shénme shíhou jiāo fángzū

                

I will pay the rent whenever I get paid.

nǐ shénme shíhou dàojiā wǒ jiù shénme shíhou kāishǐ zuòfàn  

               

I will start cooking whenever you get home.

35.

duōshao..., jiù... duōshao 

..., ... 

as much as...

+measure word..., ... +measure word

as many as...

Examples:

nǐ xiǎng chī duōshao jiù chī duōshao  

           

Eat as much as you want.

nǐ yǒu  jǐ gè jiù gěi wǒ  jǐ gè

       

Give me as many as you have.



36.

děng..., zài... 

..., ...

wait until..., then...

Examples:

děng dàjiā dōu dàoqí le wǒmen zài kāishǐ kāihuì  

            

We will wait until everybody is here, then we will start the meeting.

děng nǐ xiàbān le wǒ zài lái jiē nǐ

         

I will wait until you finish work, then I will come to pick you up.

37.

chúfēi..., (yào) bùrán... 

..., ( ) ...

unless..., otherwise...

Examples:

chúfēi nǐmen xiān fùkuǎn yàobùrán wǒmen bù fāhuò  

              

Unless you pay first, we won't send the product.



chúfēi nǐ gěi wǒ dǎzhé yàobùrán wǒ jiù bù mǎi le

            

Unless you give me a discount, I won't buy it.

38.

yàome... yàome... 

... ...

either... or..

Examples:

wǒmen yàome qù kàn diànyǐng yàome qù guàngjiē  

               

We either go see a movie or go shopping. 

zhège jiàqī wǒmen yàome qù shànghǎi yàome qù běijīng  

               

This vacation, we will either go to Shanghai or Beijing.

39.

bùshì..., érshì... 

..., ...

It's not..., rather...

Examples:



wǒ bùshì bù xǐhuan chī lóngxiā érshì lóngxiā tài guì le

              

It's not that I don't like to eat lobster, it's just that is too expensive.

wǒ bùshì bùxiǎng qù érshì wǒ zhēnde méiyǒu shíjiān

              

It's not that I don't want to go, it's just that I really don't have the time.

40.

dào... wéizhǐ 

...

up till...

Examples:

dào xiànzài wéizhǐ tāmen yǐjīng jiéhūn shí nián le  

              

Up till now, they have been married for ten years.

dào mùqián wéizhǐ wǒ háishi bù zhīdào nàtiān fāshēng 

le shénme

Up till now, I still don't know what happened that day.

41.



yīfāngmiàn…, ( lìng) yīfāngmiàn 

…, ( )  

on the one hand..., on the other hand...

Examples:

tā yīfāngmiàn xiǎng jièyān yīfāngmiàn yòu rěnbuzhù chōuyān

                  

On the one hand, he wants to quit smoking, but on the other hand, he 

can't live without smoking!

tā yīfāngmiàn xiǎng jiǎnféi yīfāngmiàn yòu bù xǐhuan yùndòng

                  

On the one hand, she wants to lose weight, but on the other hand, 

she doesn't like to exercise.

42.

yīdàn... jiù... 

... ...

once... then...

   

Examples:

huài xíguàn yīdàn yǎngchéng jiù hěn nán gǎidiào  

                

Once a bad habit is established, it's hard to get rid of.



yīdàn xǔxià nuòyán jiù bùyào fǎnhuǐ

        

Once you give a promise, you can't go back on your word.

dàjiā hǎo! huānyíng láidào Mandarin Corner, wǒ shì Eileen

! Mandarin Corner, Eileen

Hi everyone! Welcome to Mandarin Corner, I am Eileen.

dāng nǐmen zài gēn zhōngguó péngyou liáotiān shí  

When you're talking with your Chinese friends, 

huìbùhuì jīngcháng yīnwèi cíhuì bùgòu  

do you often feel that due to your limited vocabulary, 

ér wúfǎ biǎodá xiāngduì fùzá de xiǎngfǎ ne?

you can't express some complicated thoughts?

duōshù qíngkuàng xià zhèxiē fùzá de xiǎngfǎ kěyǐ tōngguò 

In most cases, these comlicated thoughts can be expressed



yīxiē chángyòng de jùxíng jiégòu lái biǎodá

by using some common sentence patterns.

suǒyǐ zài zhège shìpín zhōng ne  

So in this video,

wǒ jiù gěi dàjiā dàilái le42 gè chángyòng de zhōngwén jùxíng  

42

I will present 42 essential Chinese sentence patterns, 

lái bāngzhù nǐmen tígāo biǎodá nénglì

to help you improve your ability to express yourself.

nà xiàmian wǒmen jiù kāishǐ ba! 

!

Now let's get started!

hǎo, jīntiān de shìpín jiù dào zhèlǐ

,

Alright, that's it for today.



qíshí zhèxiē jùxíng bùshì hěn nán

Actually, these sentence patterns are not that hard, 

dàn xūyào yīdiǎn shíjiān lái liànxí

but you need to spend some time to practice.

zhǐyǒu tōngguò fǎnfù liànxí

Only by practicing, 

cái néng zhēnzhèng de zhǎngwò tāmen,

,

can you then truly master them, 

zuìzhōng dádào tuōkǒu'érchū  

and eventually become fluent.

hǎo,rúguǒ nǐ xǐhuan zhège shìpín ne

, 

If you like this video,



nà jiù qǐng gěi tā diǎn gè zàn,

,

please give it a "like",

bìng yǔ nǐ de péngyou men fēnxiǎng,

,

and share it with your friends, 

huò zài xiàmian liúyán gàosu wǒmen nǐ duì zhège shìpín de 

xiǎngfǎ

or comment below.

nǐ yě kěyǐ zài wǒmen de wǎngzhàn mandarincorner.org

mandarincorner.org

You can download free PDF and audio files (mp3) of this video

miǎnfèi xiàzǎi zhège shìpín de PDF héyīn pín wénjiàn

PDF

at mandarincorner.org (go to "Video Learning Resources" page).

rúguǒ nǐ xǐhuan wǒmen píndào de nèiróng,

,

If you like our content, 



bìng xiǎng bāngzhù wǒmen jìxù zhìzuò zhèlèi shìpín

and you'd like to help us continue making these types of videos, 

nàme qǐng kǎolǜ zài Patreon shàng zhīchí wǒmen

Patreon

please consider supporting us on Patreon, 

huò shǐyòngPayPal jìnxíng yīcìxìng juānzèng

PayPal

or make a one-time donation through PayPal. 

(links are on mandarincorner.org)

zuìhòu,qǐng hái méiyǒu dìngyuè de rén dìngyuè wǒmen de píndào

Finally, if you haven't subscribe to our channel, please subscribe!

 




